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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) INTHE COURT OF'COMMON PLEAS
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This ‘matter .came before the: :CQu'rt TJune 27_,;2’()16- pursuant to. an appeal from the
Dorchester. County Magisiraie’s Office: On January 19, 2016 Plaintiff William. Wyly and
Defendant Joyce: ‘Owensﬁappehred be-f,orcz_ :t'_h"e Honorable Amanda M. Leviier. In addition, the
Plaintiff in. 4, s‘epa‘r‘afé action, Heather Southard, dlso. appeared before that same- céur’h Bgéause
the two actions arose out of the. same transaction !_a,nd‘ involved the same. Defendant, Judge
‘Leviner chose. to: Jom the ‘two. ac,t'_iOns_‘*tog"ether?. Plaintiff Wyly and Plaintiff' Southard ‘appearcd
pro-se, as. did Defendant Owens:. Before this Court,. the. Defendant now brings: this: appeal
becausé Judge Leviner found for: both Plaintiffs at the Magistrate Court: Attorney Sean A.
O*Connor appeared for Defendant’ Oweils while Plaintiffs Wyly and Southard were provided
timc’ly notice of'this:appeal, but-fiiled to -appear.

In reviewing a case on :appeal 'f,r.Qm ithe; Magi's'trate’-."s: court, the standard of réview. to be:
applied by the- Circuit Court comes:from.S.C. Code: Section 18-7-170; “Upon hearing thé appeal
the: appellate: court: shall give j udgment according ‘to the justice of the case, ‘without regatd to
‘technical errors: and ﬂéfédé which do not affectthe merits. Tn giving Jjudgment the. court may
affirm or reverse the judgment of the court below, in whole orin part, as to any-or-ail the parties

and for errors-of law or fagt.”
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Here, this Court finds, and the record Supports such a finding, that the Appellant failed to

show that Judge Leviner denied Owens the opportunity to lmgate her case. Indeed, the record

the record prov1des sufficient evidence to show that Appellant was offered a meaningful
opportunity to state her claims, counterclaims or defenses. Indeed, Judge Leviner was in the best
position to judge the Posture of the underlying case. Furthermore, there is no evidence to suggest
that Defendant Owens did not actively convey her claims before the court. According to the

transcript, there are numerous instances where Judge Leviner displayed situational awareness of

decision on the merits of those clalms

Therefore, after reviewing the testimony offered at the hearing, the Notice of Appeal, the

Return, and all documents submitted with the Clerk’s file, this Court affirmis the decision of the

Magistrate.

THEREFORE IT IS ORDERED that the decision of the Magistrate is AFFIRMED.
AND IT IS SO ORDERED,

7

R. Knox ¥{cMahon
Presidi Judge,

First Judicial Circuit

Dorchester, South Carolina
July Zﬁ , 2016
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