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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

)
) FOR THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF NEWBERRY ) - »
) C. A. No.: 2015-CP-36-00636
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This matter came before the cou_rt on June 15 , 2016, pursuant to a motion of Defendant
Newberry County to quash depositi_on notices served by Plaimiff for the taking of the depositions
of Wayne Adams, Jay Tothacer, Dirk Aydlette, Buddy Livingston and Sen. Ronnie Cromer.
Defendant opposes the taking of depositions in this case on the grpunds that Plaintiff seeks no
monetary relief and thus there is no amount in controversy. The court heard oral argument from

counsel for the parties.

Rule 30(a)(2), S.C.R.Civ.P., limits the taking of depositions to actions in which the
amount in controversy is $10,000-or more unless the parties or their counsel consent or the court
orders otherwise for good cause shown. At the hearing, Pfaintiff contended that Rule 30(a)(2)
only applies to actions where monetary relief is sought. The court disagrees. The court reads
Rule 30(a)(2) to automatically allow for depositioné in cases in which the amount in controversy
is $10,000 or more, and requires consent or a court order for all other cases like the instant
action. As Defendant does not consent to the taking of depositions, the court must determine

- whether good cause has been shown to order the taking of depositions.

(255



“Good cause is defined as ‘[a] legally sufficient reason. Good cause is often the burden
placed on the litigant ... to show why a request should be granted or an action excused.”” OKéef_e
ex rel. Muckenfuss v. Miickenfuss, 2010 WL 10080088, at *2 (S.C. Ct. App. July 7, 2010)
(quoting Black's Law Dictionary 251 (9th ed. 2009)). ‘Thé Notes to Rule 30 state that
v“depositions should not be routinely available in céses' involving less than $10,000 in
controversy.” S.C.R.Civ.P. Rule 30, Notes. It is the court’s opinion that Plaintiff has not carried
his burden of establishing that a legally sufficient reason exists which makes this case
sufficiently remarkable, such that it is taken outside of the prohibition against depositions in
cases involving less than $10,000 in controversy. The court particularly notés that the parties
have exchanged extensive documentation and that this is a nonjury action in which the relief
sought is the striking of several sc_:ntenceé from é prior court order. It is the court’s opinion that

 this is precisély the type of case in which “depositions should not be routinely available.”

Accordingly, Defendant’s Motion to Quash is hereby GRANTED.
IT IS SO ORDERED. '

R. SCOTT SPROUSE’
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

7-7¢ 2016

MalhAl . -
Newberry, South Carolina




