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State vs. Belton and Conyers
Pretrial
November 2, 2015
PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: Ms. Shealy, are we ready?

MS. SHEALY: Yes, Your Honor.

There are a couple of matters I would want to put
on the record, if I may.

THE COURT: Do we need the defendant?

MS. SHEALY: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. »

[Off the record momentarily]

[Whereupon, the defendants enter the courtroom]

MS. SHEALY: Your Honor, I do haﬁe a couple of
things I would like to put on the record.

THE COURT: All right. Is everybody here?

Counsel, if you would state your name fof the
record and the party you represent.

MS. SHEALY: Jennifer Shealy, qﬁd‘I represent the
State.

MR. COOPER: Daniel Cooper, for the Staté.

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Adam Mlynarczyk, Your Honor, for
Jeremiah Belton.

MR. MURPHY: Chris Murphy for --

THE COURT: And you are Jeremiah Belton?

MR. BELTON: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And you are?

MR. ADAMS: I’'m Delton Adams [phonetic] ,

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M -22-
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paralegal.
THE COURT: For Mr. Mlynarczyk?

MR. ADAMS: Yes. Yes.

THE COURT: And you will be at the table the entire

time?
MR; ADAMS: Yes, ma’amn.
MR. MLYNARCZYK: - Yes, Your Honor, he will be.
THE COURT: Thank you.
MR. MURPHY: Chris Mﬁrphy, representing King

Conyers.
THE COURT: " Thank you.
MS. SHEALY: Your Honor, I just wanted to put on

the record that earlier this morning I gave or showed a

~list to both Mr. Murphy and to Mr. Mlynarczyk of jurors

that people in my office knew. So they’ve had the
benefit of knowing that. One was Julia Branham, number

29; Emily Cox, number 69; Lonnie Dole, number 86; Eugene

, Sapakoff, number 299; and Blake Wyatt, number 398.

After the jury qualification process, I alsd
noticed that I'm familiar with Elizabeth Moore, who is
number 233.~ She helped me with a house project probably
fifteen years ago. I’m not sure that she would remember
me, but I wanted to put that on the record in an
abundance of caution.

THE COURT: All right. And so the numbers that

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M - =23~
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November 2, 2015
you’ve mentioned, what’s the nature of the relationship
of the --

MS. SHEALY: Julia Brown is a family friend of
Richard Waring. That’s juror 29.

Emily Cox, jurorl69, Charles Patrick in our office
is friends with her but is not positive it’s the same
Emily Cox, but a friend of -- he is a friend of an Emily
Cox.

Number 86, Lonnie Dole, Charles Patrick indicated
he was a formal oral surgeon. |

Number 299, Eugene Sapakoff, Chip Cannon -- with
Post and Courier. He may'have gotten excused.

And Blake Wyatt, Lauren Mulkey is a friend of -- he
is a friend of both hers and her fiancé.

THE COURT: Mr. Mlynarczyk, you were given that
list? |

MR. MLYNARCZYK: I was given that list, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything that we need to do, regarding
that, prior to the jury coming in?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: I don’t bélieve -

THE COURT: Mr. Murphy?

MR. MURPHY: The same, Your Honor. Nothing.

THE COURT: It doesn’t appear that there is.anyone
that would require a challenge for cause at this time,
like a relative or anything of that nature.

MIA PERRON, CVR~-CM-M _ -24-
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Is that correct?

MS. SHEALY: I don’t believe so,.Your Honor.

MR. MLYNARCZYK: I think there would only possibly

be the fiancé of one of the solicitor’s --
MS. SHEALY: 1It’s the fiance’s'friené.
' THE COUﬁT: rit’s a friend -- |
MR. MLYNARCZYK: Oh: Friend —--
THE COURT: -- of a;fiancé. |
MR. MLYNARCZYK: -- of the fiancé. OQOkay.

'THE COURT: -It’s a friend of Ms. Mulkey and her

- fiancé.

MS. SHEALY: There is =—— .-
MR. MLYNARCZYK: There~is nothing) Your Honor.

‘ MS, SHEALY: I'm sorry, - Judge.

There is one juror, who I’'m not sure who -- I’m not
J ’ :

sure he’ll be'brought in our panel. I don’t know 1if you .|

want to discuss him now or if you want to discuss him
later. | |
"THE COURT: He will noﬁ be. vHe will not be,
‘according to my‘clerk. "I don’t even know who it is.
He’s not goihg to be brought up. o
MS. SHEALY: 'Are we all thinking of the same one?
THE COURT: The gentleman with the cane?
- MS. SHEALY: Yes.
THE COURT: Yes. Based ubon his comment --

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M o ' -25-
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MS. SHEALY: Right. .

THE COURT: -- I did not feel that it would be
appropriate even to bring him up fer a criminal. We
have a civil, and so that does not require a finding of
guilt, so I thought that would be the most appropriate

‘since we havermore than enough jurors for'beth. So he
will not beAbrought,up here.
| MS. SHEALY: Okay. Great. Thank_you, Your Honor.

And' then, also, tﬁere was -one name we neglected to
put on the witness list and that is Andrew Coker, North
Charleston Pelice Department. I think'his name was on a

previous list, but in the most-revised I noticed that he

-was not there.

THE COURT: Andrew Coker?‘

MS. SHEALY:  [No response]

THE COURf; Ms. Shealy, Andrew Coker?

"MS. SHEALY: That’s correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And where is he employed?

MS. SHEALY: I'm sorry, Judge; what?

THE COURT: Where is he employed? |

MS. SHEALY: ©North Charleston Police Department.

: c ‘
And, Your Honor, I am being told right now that

. number 284, Ms. Rhodan, R-H-O-D-A-N, apparently used to

work in our office. I don’t know her. That must have
been before my time.

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M -26-
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THE COURT: 1Is she in our panel?
THE CLERK OF COURT: She is not.

THE COURT: She is not in our panel.

MS. SHEALY: Okay.. I think that’s everything,‘Your

Honor.

'THE COURT: AnyhébjectibnAto Mr. Coker being placed

on the witness list? Mr. Mlynarciyk?

'MR. MLYNARCZYK: No. No objection, Your Honor.

- order

going

. State

THE COURT: Mr. Murphy?
MR. MURPHY: No cbjection.
THE COURT: 'And‘any objection, and in no particular

-— and I'11 advise the jury of -this, to continue

~in this order: 'Mr. Mlynarczyk and Mr. Murphy.

Any obijection?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Néfobjection,.Your Honor.

MR. MURPHY: No objection;> l

THE COURT: And.I'just-waﬁt.to make clear: the
has ten. strikes; ‘is that;corfect?

MS. :SHEALY: Yes, Your Honor.

- THE COURT: Mr. Mlynarczyk, you have ten?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: And you have ten?
MR. MURPHY: Thank you. Yes.

THE COURT: And we will dQ it‘in that order. So -

the procedure will be we’ll bring the jury, the State

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M - . - -27-
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will make their announcement, and then Mr. Mlynarczyk
and then Mr. Murphy. |
. MR. MURPHY: Yes. Yes,,Yéur Honor.

THE. COURT: Mr. Mlynarczyk?

MR. MLYNARCZYK:' Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURTE‘ Any objection to doing it.thatjway?_

MS. SHEALY: Not at all.

THE' COURT: Then when we reach the alternates,
State has One.*.Defendaﬁts as a whole have two, s0 you
can either wgrk together or decide that each oﬁe is
going to get,one'strike.

Mr. Mlynarczyk? *©

'MR. MLYNARCZYK: If we each get one, I think that
would be fine, Your Honor. |

THE COURT: -Because the statute provides‘State Qets
one, defendants get two. Tt does not ééy an additional
two per deféndant. The statute pfovides two strikes for
thé defendant’s side. So however you wish to do it.
Just make sure -- I will pick at least two altérnates;
so please make sure fhat Wefre consistent in how we do
it.

MR. MURPHY: Together. _

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Well, we’.ll do it together, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Great. Thank you.

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M : ' -28-
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MS. SHEALY: Your Honor, regarding the number of
altérnatés, I frequently have a situation where
alternates are being Qsed.

THE COURT: Correct.

MS. SHEALY: And in that this is such a complicated
case, that we’ve had set for so long, I would ask that
‘you.consider three alternates.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: No objection.

MR. MURPHY: No objection.

THE COURT: Thank.youl

MS. SHEALY: Thank you.

THE COURT: Do we have space in here for three
alternates, Mr. Causey?

" THE CLERK OF COURT: Absolutely, Your Horor.

THE COURT: Thank you. |

Anything before we bring in the jury? From the
State? | |

MS. SHEALY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defendant?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: No, Your Honor.

MR. MURPHY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.

[Off the record momentarily]

MS. SHEALY: Judge, we did, pursuant to your

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M -29-
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request -- as we always do, we had law enforcement check
the weapons in question to make sure that they were
properly locked or -- I don’t know what the terminology
is. |

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. MLYNARCZYK: . Your Honor, do you have an .
objection to my moving my chair around --

THE COURT: I do not.

MR. MLYNARCZYK: .-- to this side?

THE COURT: I do not.

Counsel, I am anticipating today going until at
least 6:00 or 6:30, so please plan your witnesses
accordingly. We are going to go heavy today and
tomorrow so that we are not here over the weekend. ALl
right?

MS. SHEALY: Okay. Thank you.

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Thank you, Judge.

MS. SHEALY: Your‘Honor, that’s going to involve us
having. somebody bréught over from the jail, so I'm just
going -- okay. ‘

THE COURT: Plenty of time. If you need anything,
let me know.

MS. SHEALY: Okay.

[Off the record momentarily]

MS. ‘SHEALY: Judge?

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M ~30-
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THE COURT: Yes, ma’am?
MS. SHEALY: I’m sorry.

I don’t know if we ever got a ruling on something

M. Mlynarczyk requests for voir dire.

THE COURT: . I'm going to do the voir dire that I
think is appropriate and then I will allow you, if there

is any'additional'voir dire that you request, we’ll put

" that on the.recdfd when Ixcome'down. e’ ve got a lot of

people and a lot of questions and so what I will

probabiy'do is:juSt ask my general -- y’all ‘introduced,

| I’llbdb'my generai vdif dire, take a moment, say let’s

‘come forward and start weeding&some jurors out;‘and then
if there are some additional questiofis we’ll go from
there. So if I miss anything, it’s not necessarily that

‘T misséd”it}»it’s‘just that I will ask it ‘at. a'later

time. Buf please makévsure that you make a note for me

Atorask, So we‘may do this in kind of two rounds. Make

éense?

MR. MLYNARCZYK: Yes, Judge.

MR. MURPHY: Yes. -

MS. SHEALY: Your‘Honor, when I call the casé, do
you‘have me call it faéing you, or do I face the jury?

THE COURT:. You cén face thé jury!

MS. SHEALY: Okay. Thank you.

.THE_COUR%i That will be niée. Thank you.

MIA PERRON, CVR-CM-M. ‘ ' -31-
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JURY VOIR DIRE

[Whereupon, the panel enters the courtroom at
11:48 a.m.]

MS. SHEALY: May we approach briefly, Your Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

[Whereupon, an 6%f—the—record>bench conference 1is
held] | . |

THE COURT: Goéd morning, for just a few more
moments, ladies and gentlemen.

Once again, I am Judge Kristi Harrington. I will
be presiding over the.trial of the State versﬁs Jeremiah
Fitzgerald Belton and the State versus King Chevais
Cgﬁygrs. .

Is that correé}, Mr. Murphy?

MR. MURPHY: _Chevais, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Chevais Conyers.

ZLadies and gentlemen, does anybody know anything‘
about this trial, ofhér than what I have jﬁst read to
you? If so, please stand.

[Whereupon; there is no response]

THE COURT: Thank you.‘ There are none.

Ladies and gentlemen, I remind you that you are
still under the ocath that you took downstairs.to give me
your. complete and truthful responses.

Just as I gave you the opportunity to co