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S Forensic Psychiatry Program

‘ - Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
'Y T < ‘3 E}P . : , 29C Leinbach Drive
4 M E } 3 C ¥ O __ ' Charleston, SC 29407

MEDICAL UNE\’FR?ITY Tel 843.792.1461

Fax 843.792.2254
of SOUTH L .}}2&)1 ANA : forensicpsychiatry @ musc.edu

November 18, 2015

David Schwacke, Esquire ' ) (Z : p .
219 N. Hwy 52, Suite E . ~ V
Moncks Corner, SC 29461 : o J

Re:  The State of South Carolina v. Julie Lynn Gookins (Gordon)
Department of Mental Health #:963-5788 RECEIVED)

Berkeley County, Court of General Sessions

DEC 12 2016
SC Court of Appeals

In accordance with the court order issued by the Honorable Kristi L. Harrington, a competency to stand
trial evaluation was conducted by the South Carolina Department of Mental Health pursuant to S.C.
Code Ann. §44-23-410 (1976).

Dear Attorney Schwacke:

Please see the attached report for the results of this evaluation.

This thirteen page attached report is certified to be the original court-ordered evaluation report issued
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §44-23-410.

i %%6 : Pous DK

=y s
Date Bonme Dykstra. O
‘Forensic Administrative Assistant

cc: Anne M. William, Esquire
Cathy Garner, DMH

“An equal opportunity employer, promoting workplace diversity.”



indicating “they took that person against their will.” She further reported she is being charged
with “Burglary First.” She reported that when police charge someone with Burglary First they
are indicating someone “broke into somebody’s residence and stole.” She reported she is being
charged with a “weapon charge.” She was educated that the name of the official name of her
charge and she verbalized understanding. She reported that the charge of Possession of a
Weapon during Commission of a Violent crime “has to do with a gun in your possession if you
don’t’ have a weapons permit.” She reported that the role of a defense attorney is to “argue my
case, I guess.” She reported her defense attorney is “supposed to be on my side.” Ms. Gookins
reported that the role of the solicitor is “to prove I did what they charged me with.” Ms. Gookins
reported the role of the judge is to “decide whether I'm guilty or innocent,” but “not if there’s a
jury trial.” With education, Ms. Gookins reported there are “12” members of the jury. She
reported the jury is “neutral” and their role is to “listen to everything and decide.” With
education, she reported that in regards to how many of the jury have to agree for a guilty verdict
to be reached she reported “all of them.” She reported that if there is a disagreement she is
“found innocent...start over.” She was educated that no verdict is reached and it is considered a
mistrial. She reported that the role of a witness is to “give info they saw or that they know.” She
reported that in terms of what side a witness is on she reported “both.” ‘

Ms. Gookin’s reported a defendant who enters a guilty plea is saying “they did what they were
accused of.” She reported after a defendant is found guilty the judge “tells you what sentence.”
Ms. Gookins reported a defendant who enters a plea of not guilty is saying “they didn’t do what
they’re accused of.” She reported that if found not guilty that is the “end of case” and the
defendant can “ go home.” She reported entering a not guilty by reason of insanity (NGRI) plea
means they are “not guilty because they weren’t in their right mind when they committed the
crime.” If found NGRI she reported the defendant will “go to a hospital for psychiatric treatment
orjail.” She was educated that a defendant would likely go to a state hospital for psychiatric
treatment and not jail. She reported entering a plea of guilty but mentally ill (GBMI) means a
defendant is saying they “committed the crime but have mental illness.” She reported that if
found GBMI a defendant will “go to prison and receive psychiatric treatment.” She reported a
plea bargain is “where prosecutions offers a different charge on a sentence to plead guilty to a
charge.” '

Ms. Gookins’ rational understanding of the proceedings against her was assessed. In regards to
whether or not she should speak with the solicitor she reported that she “asked to speak with her
because I wanted to talk to her about my case.” When asked if that is a good idea she stated

“not without my attorney present,” “according to my attorney.” Ms. Gookins’ reported a good
reason to take a plea bargain would be “if they knew they were guilty or would probably be
found guilty or were facing a lot of time for it.” She verbalized “if not a lot of evidence of
course wouldn’t want to take a plea bargain.” When asked if she would testify if her attorney did
not think it was a good idea, she reported.“I don’t know.” In regards to whether or not she felt
she would recgive a fair trial she reported that she 1s‘less Tikely” than others “because of what

-DC no~ eproseutor cannot regulre her to testify because

ek

"m accused of.” - She reported that *
"there is a “right not to incriminate yourself.” She reported “no opinion” when asked “what sidc 51de or
neufral the judge 15 on because the -judge is going to do. o do_what the pro%ams ” She - T
reported she feels ts way "Decatse fV?s'een ftalot. .In 14 months in jail, seon a lot of people

O e e —r
R ~

Name: Gookins, Julie Lynn Medical University of South Carolina
DMH#: 963-5788 o 11 - Forensic Psychiatry Program



found guilty.” She reported that the only time you are supposed to talk in court is “when you’re
asked questions by the lawyers or the judge.” She reported that if she did interrupt the
proceedings they “could take me out of the courtroom” and acknowledged she could be charged
with “contempt of court.” ' '

Ms. Gookins’ ability to work with her attorney to -assist in her own defense - was assessed. . Ms.

Gookins’ reorted the name of her attorney is “David Schwacke.” She reported she “asked for a

STent attorney twice.” M. Gkii“l's"'feﬁarted e talked [0 her for 10 minties.” She repotted.
she Ts concerned.abou about her a ttorney because “he wasn’t 't prepared...at her. bond. dhearing. _When___
.asked if- her attorney was prepared if she could work with him she reported “he’s.gonna have-fo-
sh_sz me a lot more of something f for me-to fee| tHatway. W:-She reported she. felt like..he didn’t
_use pertinent stuff to argue’ for her bond. In regards to appropriate courtroom behaviors she

ed that “you re.supposed 1o control yourself inl the Couriroom and not interrupt the

proceedings. When asked if she thought she could control herself irthe € courtroom she reported
“T don’t know if T could.”” She reported “if somieone 1s lying I might say somethmg ” She.

- reported-“TTEe TosT in all of this.™ i} sequently stating, T don't trust- anybody.” She .

' reportedﬁat the best thmg sne can. do 1o help her attorney I’ her Caseis “tell him the truth Wthh

dog -t - w11 Drobablv shutdown sit there

CLINICAL IMPRESSIONS REGARDING COMPETENCY TO STAND TRIAL:

Ms. Gookins has been diagnosed with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Borderline Personality
Disorder, Alcohol Use Disorder, Severe, in a Controlled Environment, and Sedative, Hypnotic,
or Anxiolytic Use Disorder, Moderate,.in.a.Controlled Environment. Ms. Gookins is receiving
_psychiatric treatment in jail and verbalized adherence with her medications. These conditions do
not currently aftect the abilities typically associated with competency to stand trial,

s

>

Ms. Gookins demonstrated a factual understanding of the proceedings against her. Specifically,
she understood her charges and the meanings of those charges. She was able to describe the
various roles and pleas in the courtroom process. Ms. Gookins also demonstrated a rational
understanding of the legal system. She demonstrated an understanding of the plea bargain
process and rationally discussed several considerations she would take into account when
deciding if a plea bargain was in her best interest. She understood the adversarial nature of the
prosecutor. While she indicated she was unsure of how she would act in the courtroom, she
verbalized understanding that it was against the law and she could be charged with contempt of
court if she interrupted the proceedings. Lastly, Ms. Gookins demonstrated the ability to consult
with her attorney with a reasonable degree of rational understanding. She was able to use
education to correctly answer previously incorrectly answered questions which reflects an ability
to be educated by her attorney. Her statements also indicated she has shown an ability to be
educated by her attorney as she originally attempted to contact the solicitor but after meeting
with her attorney she stated she will no longer do that without her attorney present While her

~ statements indicate she does not currently have total confidence in her attorney, her opinion is'
not influenced by any psychotic thought process. She understands how she can best help her

Name: Gookins, Julie Lynn Medical University of South Carolina
DMH#: 963-5788 ‘ _ 12 Forensic Psychiatry Program
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