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(iT he %upwma QLGHI( mf Soutly) Carolina.

‘ORDER

og 6 W 9~y 10

| find'that the'Honorable: lrvm G. Condon, Judge of Probate and Tamara C

Curry Associate: Judge of Probate for: Charleston County, are drsqualn‘red from any further

hearings In Ré: .Estate_-of_-t\_l_orman.\Rober_t Kn_lqht,,f‘d_r.,‘and thereforeis unable.to s,l_t asijudge
of’ probate in‘this:matter: /

/
Pursuant to the’ provnsxons ofS C. Const.Art. V §4 and'S.C. Code Ann. §14-

/
23-1080 (Supp; 1997),

IT' IS ORDERED that the Hororable Mary Bluit; Associate J tdge of Probate

for Dorchester County, be, and hereby 1s appointed as:special probate court judge:to sitin

the:above matter... As:suchispecial probate:court judge;she:shall have allthe powers and

duties appertaining to a probate cotirt judge for Charleston County for the: handlirig of the
‘above matter.

JEAN H. TOAL, CHIEF JUSTICE

Rosa\yn F%rson Dlrector
. South:Carélina Court Admrmstratron

August 5; 2008
Columbia; 8

S.R.0.A. 001
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‘ Whipper/Whitten/Court
Deposition of Probate Hearing

spouse or dependent individual who is a succeésor to
title, those exemptions apply against any judgments
against that estate, so this is where we are.

THE COURT: There are three aspects to this.
First is that the title to the subject property is
vested in Norman R. Knight, III. Is it your assertion
that if it stood alone, it would be a ground for
dismissal of the petitioh?

MR. WHIPPER: Yes, Your Honor, it is.

_ THE COURT: Then let's hear argument from other

counsel. Is there any1further argument on that

"subject?

MR. WHIPPER: Well, Your Honor, it is. 1It's

_ past,vand:thé;property is ﬁot -- in other words, the

claim is against the estate of Norman R. Knight, Jr.,

and the property no longer is in the hands of Norman

'R. Knight, Jr.

MS. WHITTEN:_vYour.Hondr,,there_is_;f_I:mean,
just to'clarify, there is no currently pending
petition for sale. I did fi1e such a petition:in
Défchester County.‘AIt.was ruled upon, and I was
moving.for the sale. However, that was cne of the
orders that was,invalidated because it was issued by
‘ﬁhe aéséciate probate judge) and the other orders that
were invalidated relatéd to -- |

Clark and Associates Inc. ' Page: 35
S.R.0.A. 002
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Deposition of Probate Hearing

' THE-COURT: I understand. That's one of the
petitions I thought we were going to be rehearing.
MS. WHITTEN: ©No, sir. I have not refiled it

because that is dependent on whether these claims are

:approvéd._ That ié»WhY'I had to bring the petition.

If the claims are not approved, there would b¢ no

teason“to_sell;the realléstate, so’I'thQlding that to

.see'whether thatvwill:be needed.: So T believe this is

.actually moot because there is no pending'petition for

sale, and if the cléims_ére'denied;yIfwodld have no
need to-sellﬂthe“réal estate,

THE COURT: My understanding is what Judge

; Dénnis did was -- I just want .to go to his order.

.MS, WHITTEN: Itﬁsfcertainly not .a clear path,

| ' THE COURT;;RW¢;1@ if what youfre;Saying is
true, essentially‘~; my uﬁderstanding of Judge Dennis'
order is that'the matter was reversed,3and his -- at -

least his fcrmef‘ordef says it was remanded to the
probate court .

MS. WHITTEN: The later order from the Supreme

Court stated, Your Honor, that the associate judges

did not have jurisdiction, did not have the authority
to issue --
THE COURT: The later order from the Supreme

T "Clark and Associates Inc. Page: 36

"S.R.O.A. 003
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Constitution.' You and other lawyer legislators are

serving an invaluable public service by doing this,

and the Chief Justiée_has recognized'that in affording

the protection she has, which I have recognized.

At the time we scheduled the hearing for

July 17, it was -~ we're still under the two-week

rule,'rather_than the 30-day rule. And I am mindful,

even though that‘was.changed,,you'didn't seek

additional time, and I appreciate that because that

has brought us to this hearing and hopefully will

allow us to go forward more expeditious while we can.

But the change of venue, though, is another

formal change of venue? -
MR:. WHIPPER: I am, Your Honor.
THE COURT: You are?.

N

MR. WHIEFPER: . I am.

thing. . Are you still asking for change of Venugﬁﬁ—ﬁQ

THE COURT: ‘Now, by changé of venue, you mean

all proceedihgs must be held in Charleston?

MR. WHIPPER: In Charleston County.

Your

Honor, I tell you -- again, Your Honor, the deal with

what we have in our system is important, and part of

the implications of what we have as our system is

that, for one thing, fortunately probate court judge:

are elected officials, so they're elected by those

Clark and Associates Inc.

Page: 44
S.ROA.004
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-Whipper/Court/Whitten

people in the county that they serve. So looking at

that -- well, the first aspect, you think a person who

lives in Charleston County would be served by the

probate court.

THE COURT: Now, you're getting into a

different area. I thought your motion was simply to

change venue as in place of trial. But are you

Justice appointed me.

ichallenging my -- because I didn't -- the Chief.

MR. WHIPPER: I'm making these points as a

matter of law. You can see that there's some

consistencies with having -- first legally -- having

hwhétéver occurs ih a,probate'court for the County of

vChariéétdn to happen in Charleston County because

that's where the constituencies for the probate court

are. And so then there is the forum non conveniens

~argument that everythingAinvolved with this particular

igsue is located in Chatleston County, so hence our

motion.

. THE COURT;”vI am'Sénsitive to that, which is

the main reason I scheduled this hearing. That, and

also'in'drdéf to get a hearing under our belt as

quiékly‘as possible.

" Any argument on this motion?

MS. WHITTEN{ None from me, Your Honor.

. Clark and Associates Inc.

Page: 45
S.R.0.A. 005
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Page 375
Q. And how much money is left in the

estate today?

A. Around $7,000.

Q. And if the claim included Iris Albright
on behalf of Family Services, and Walter Kaufmann
as well as funeral expenses, is there any assets
besides the $7,000 you just testified to available
to satisfy those claims?

A. No, there isn't.

Q. And if this Court should accept Ms.
Tonﬁey's claim for whatever amount, again there is

insufficient liquid funds to satisfy the claim,

correct?
A. That's correct.
0. And it would be necessary for you to

sell the assets of the estate?

A. It might be.

Q. And at one point in Dorchester County
did you not attempt to try to get an appraiser to
do an appraisal of the two houses in North
Charleston?

A. Yes, I was actually directed by the
probate judge to do so.

| 0. Was the appraisal ever conducted?

A. It was not. The appraiser conducted a
S.R.0.A. 006

O U A S s
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Page 113
A. I would estimate about a month,
Mr. Gibson. I attempted contact on several
successive weekends. I went to go meet with

Mr. Knight and was either met with complete silence
at the door or I was told before I went there that
I would not bé allowed to come in if I went there,
and after that happened several times, then I took

other action.

Q. Did yoﬁ ever get to see Mr. Knight?

A. Not priér to removing him from his
home.

Q. You said prior to removing him. What
happened? |

A. Not being able to see him, I informed

the Court that I was not able to discharge my
duties as guardian, and I informed the Court that I
thought it was an important exigent circumstance.

I went ex parte to the Court and filed an affidavit
that I was unable to contact my ward, and the Court
issued an order that I was permitted to remove him

from his home at that point.

. Q. And did you remove him?
A. I did.
Q. How did you go about doing that?
A. With the cooperation of North

S.R.O.A. 007

T —
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for him there?

A. Because it being one of the finest
local facilities, 1if someone's family is willing to
step in and fill the gap if there is going to be a
gap -- which, of course, it turns out there is no
gap, he died with an estate, as did Mrs. Knight,
but if there is going to be a gap and a family
member will step in, then I am happy to have a
family member step in.

MR. GIBSON: I have no further
questions.
THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Kaufmann, please
answer any questions Mr. Whipper may have.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. WHIPPER:

Q. Mr. Kaufmann, it is my understandihg
that when you were appointed as the guardian in
this case, that you were under a striét restriction
to consult with Mildred Knight regarding medical
decisions, healthcare deciéions, and placement
decisions; is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. It goes without saying you did not
consult with her before you made all of these

decisions, did you?

Page 122

S.R.0.A. 008
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Q.

And then the next document is number

35, produced as part of the discovery. What does

document number 35 represent?

A.

These are sweatshirts that I bought for

my father.

Q.

> o » 0 » o

0.
be number

A.

10

oo o> 0 FE 0 P 1O b

And where did you purchase those from?

Parisian.

And when did you make thét purchase?

October 7th, 2006.

And how much was that purchase?

$26.74.

And how was that purchase made?

With my personal check.

Going to the next document, which would
64, do you have that? |

I do.

And what does that document repreéengé

This is a recliner for my father. |

And when did you make that purchase?

February 1lst, 2006.

And where did the recliner go?

To Savannah House.

That is where it was shipped to?

Yes.

What was the total amount of the

Page 148

S.R.O.A. 009
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gquestions. The time for review of documents should
have been before we commenced trial. So let's go
ahead and ask him the questions now. We are

delaying unduly.

h“3 Q. Mr. Knight, what is that document?

A. Well, it says it was in the Family
Court. It is an attorney fee affidavit signed by
Thad Vincent.\ So wanting to be paid for a Rule to
Show Cause.

Q;-. And then you have —¥‘what is that?

A. It is an order for motion for
additional temporary relief.

Q;, Okayl And turn the page.

A. And tﬂgn there is an order for a Rule
to Show Cause. »

Q. ‘And turn the page. And does that order
attorneys' fees to be paid in that Rule to Show
Cause?

A. Yes, it says that'Mama was supposed to
pay Thad Vincent $1,298 for that.

MR. WHIPPER: Okay. Your Honor, we
would like to move that into evidence.

. THE COURT: Okay. How many different
documents are there?

MR. WHIPPER: It is all one exhibit,

Page 256 |

S.R.O.A. 010
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Page 257

Judge.

THE COURT: But does it contain
multiple documents?

| MR. WHIPPER: It does, your Honor.

THE COURT: We have done that before.
I just want to make sure we know what it is that we
are marking.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, objection to
relevancy. Paying attorneys' fees arising from a
Rule to Show Cause and deposing Mildred Knight has
nothing do with Ms. Tonney's claim.

THE COURT: To the extent that there is

a claim for attorneys' fees specifically paid to

Mr. Vincent,.I will overrule the objection, and I

will have_thé clerk mark this document. It is all
stapled together. Tt ihcludeé an attorney fee
affidavit by Thad Vincent, a Family Court form
order, and a Family'Court order from Rule to Show
Cause -- collectively marked Respondent's
Exhibit 13.

(RESPONDENT'S EXH. 13, ATTORNEY FEE
AFFIDAVIT AND FAMILY COURT ORDERS, was marked for
identification and received into evidence.)
BY MR. WHIPPER:

Q. Mr. Knight, what other attorneys' fees
S.R.O.A. 011

O pp—
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B.Knight witness Direct by Whipper

Page 258

E e oo eoen i o 7am

1 orders are there in that particular case? ;
2 A. None. E
3 Q. : What is that documént there? "I show %
4 you what has been ﬁarked as Claimant's Exhibit 6. ‘ ;
?5 '.'A-_. Yes, Sir, It's Mr. Vincent's bill for'.. 'é
 §¥ fepresentiné in the Family Court case. . é
‘7- | Q. | Okéy. ‘And are there any redactiogs on é
'8  that bill? | %
9 A. - Yes, sif, telephone conferehce; ‘ ’é
10 9/18/2007. o | )"\
11 Q.j .All right; How much does hé charge»fér- E
|12 £h_at? - - | | i
13 ’ A;31‘$1O6 fpr'thaf bﬁe itém.' | %
...14[   Q. ALl righ;t»‘.u ifA_nd"Wnatfwai"sn 't‘he" ‘daj:’ej on S 1
.15' »thati“   ' 4-_ - w_‘ .V , , .-.. j
16 oA | Th”e:ventfy is September 18th, 2007.- |
17 Q. Okay. Whét is your?épinion abqut_A‘
-l8'y‘whétheruthé eétate should be chaiged withlthat‘lu %
119 expense? o | o
>V2O. THE COURT: I have élready ruled on ’E
21 direct that th;t would not be allowéd; The | ‘.é
22 redacted iine items Woﬁld hof be allowed. Let's é
23 "move on to the next ifem._ | ;
24 Q. Now, we are going to have —>— what ..
25 information — wh'osei funds were involved in >paying S.IR;.O.A.‘ 012 Z
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A. The other one was Queenie.

Q. So what came to mind with that Queenie?

A, When I saw Queenie's name, then that is
when Mom and Dad -- that is Louise Reynolds, like

she said, and Mom and Dad always took care of her.

| MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, I am goiﬁg to
object. He is talking about the Queenie account.
We have withdrawn --

THE COURT: Mr. Gibson, you were
present in the chambers conference where I told
Mr. Whipper he was going to ask questions, and
letfs go ahead. The questionf you were going to
ask about deposits intQ the Queenie account, I said
I would allow that. That is what I would like for
us to go ahead and get to. You may ask those
questions. You are aware of. that, Mr. Gibson. I
am overruling your objection if we can get to that
question. |

| Q. And so the Queenie account, what did
that mean to you about the deposits in that.
account?

A. In June and July of 2004, when Mom and
Dad were getting the powers of attorney revoked,
they had Louise Reynolds' power of attorney. We

went to the bank, and that is when Mama found

Page 292

S.R.O.A. 013
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out —- we all were there, Wachovia Bank. The
lady's name was Judy, and she had informed us that
the only thing Mom and Dad left in the lockbox for
Louise were her bonds that she had bought since she
was .in the Navy, so maybe $160,000.or $180,00 worth : ‘
of them.
Q. How much?
A. A hundred and sixty to eighty thousand.
It was hard to tell the exact value because the
face-Value is so old, you are supposed to get fhe
interest calculated, is what Judy said, and then
they will issue new bonds.
Q. And so0 what did you determine from
makinglthat visit?
| A. That because Chloe and'Linda héd gotten
Louise's power of atforney when they got Mama's in
Jaﬁuary of 2004, that that money had been taken
away from there. The reason Mom and Dad never
cashed any of those bonds -- I think tﬁis will get iv.
to the end of it real quick and make everybody |
happy --
MR. GIBSON: Objection, your Honor. It
calls for speculation.
THE COURT: Mr. Gibson, let's get

through this. Let's go ahead and let him answer

SROA. 014 |
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it.

A. Louise was kind of next door, part of
our family, took meals over. She came over.
One day in that year after Mary péssed away -- that

was her partner, lady partner, and Louise fell
down. We found her out in front of Mama's house.
She was coming over, and she scratched her head and
broke her glasses. We got her in the house, got
hér to the doctor, aﬁd he sent her from his office
straight to assisted living, and then Mom and Dad
took carebof her until my sisters used their power
of attorney to stop Mama from going to see Louise.

Q. = So the power of attorneys for Ms.

Reynolds also came to Ms. Tonney at the same time

as your mother and father?

A. Yes.
Qf The only access to that account was
thrqugh -
| A. Ms. ReyﬁoldsF money?
Q. But fheronly access Qas through?
A. Through Chloe Tonney and Linda Jones.
Q. And Chloe called Ms. Louise --

A. Well, Louise was Queenie, Daddy was
Céoter.Brown, Chloe used the name Rowenna.

Q. So who took custody of the money?

Page 294
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A. The last time we knew where the money
was at -- there is one other part to that. Mary --
that was her partner, she had about the same amount
of money in bonds. They lived together for their
whole Iifei And Mary took care of her sister's
son, and so when Mary‘passed away —— she was
younger than Loulse, so they never thought she
would pass away first, and thenkMom.and Dad saw to
it that Robert got the half of the bonds that he
was supposed‘to get that had his name on it. But
they never did anything with Louise's because she
was in a nursing home. I have her will, and I am
supposed to see to_it:that that gets done with.

Q. And that's why you felt that Queenie
account would hold that money?

A. Yes.

MR. WHIPPER: I hé{re nothing further.

~THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

Any cross-examination on that?

MR. GIBSON: No cross—examination.

THE COURT: Sir, you are now excused.
You may step down.

(The witness was excused.)

THE COURT: Okay, any more witnesses to

call at this time, Mr. Whipper, in defense of the

Page 295
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entire case and make a ruling on the merits based
on a preponderance of the evidence in the case,
which has not been done; therefore, I will -- at
least my findings have not been done, so I will
deny the motion for a directed verdict or the
motion in effect to grant the petition without
consideration ofvthe respondent's evidence. That
would not be appropriate, so I am going to deny
your motion, and I will consider all of the
evidence and reach a decisioﬁ based on the
preponderance.of the evidence as determined in that
case.

All right, sOo those two motions are
denied. Wﬁat we have agreed‘upon is, fhére is a
lotvof'evidéntiary exhibits to go through. There
is testimony of various witnesseé to'be considered.
We hadltestimony over the course of two different
days of trial. All coﬁnsel have agreed to the
following procedure: Within 30 days from tomorrow,
and that is by May 29th of this year, 30 days from
tomorrow, each petitioner -- the attorney for each
petitioner will submit closing argument in writing
byAbrief or memorandum by May 29th, and that is
both on theipetition'for allowance of claim and

the petition for removal of the personal

Page 396
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Page 397

representative. Within 15 days after service of
the respective briefs, opposing counsel will have
the right within 15 days from the date of such
service to file argument in reply. Argument will
then be closed, and the Court will review the
evidence and all of the arguments submitted and
reach a decision at the earliest possible date,
which will be communicatéd to the parties, and the
successful parties' attorneys will be directed to
prepare an appropriate order or orders.

So with that, I would like to thank you
for the cooperation of counsel in arriving at these
stipulations. I thank everyone for their time and
attention. The attorneys have all done an
excellent job of presentation, and that always
makes the Court's job a lot easier. So we will --
I would like to thank the court reporter for her
services in the matter, and I would like to thank
the deputy for his services, and we will now
adjourn this proceeding. So we stand adjourned.

(The hearing was adjourned at 4:16.)

S.R.O.A. 018
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Family Services, did Mr. Knight have sufficient
funds to provide for his evgryday necessary care?

A. Yes, he did.

Q. At some point was there -- well, let me
ask this —-

A, We were starting to run low.

Q. And did you ever have to contact Chloe
Tonney for any assistance on her father's behalf?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And why was that necessary?

A, When Mr. Knight was moved over to
Bishop Gadsden, there was really not sufficient
funds to maintain him in Bishop Gadsden for an
extended period of time, and Ms. Tonney and I
talked frequently about this, and she assured me
that if there were not sufficient funds in the
conservatorship account to meet his needs, that she
would pay the difference.

Q. And was Family Services involved as the
conservator at the time Mr. Knight was removed from
his home to Savannah House?

A. Yes, thevy were.

Q. Was there any discussion between you

and Ms. Tonney as to the need to buy personal items

for her father?

Page 82
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A. She did buy personal items for him and
furniture.
0. And was that necessary expense for

Mr. Knight?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. And do you know to your knowledge
whether Mr. Knight had‘any clothes or any medicine
taken with him to Savannah House?

A. My understanding was that Mr. Knight
was removed from the home with just the articles of
clothing he woré.

Q. And was there an understanding between
you and Ms. Tonney as to any money that she had:
spent on behalf of her father would be treated as a
loan?

A. .Yes.

Q. Was there a discussion between you
Ms. Tonney with regard to the legal fees that
Ms. Tonney was paying to Thad Vincent on behalf of
her father?

A. Ms. Tonney submitted a letter to me
saying that she had paid Atforney Vincent's fees
and that she was considering it a loan and that it
was prime plus two.

0. And that is what has been marked as

Page 83
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Petitioner's Exhibit Number 7. Is.this indeed the
letter you are referring tb?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. Did you have any objection to the
arrangement that Ms. Tonney made with Family
Services?

A. No, I did not.

Q. Ms. Albright, did you feél that it was
necessary for Ms. Tonney to pay legal fees on
behalf of her father?

A. Mr. Knight did not have the funds to
pay thése fees and maiﬁtain his care.

| Q. And do you know what happened by way of
the Family Court action?

A.. Yes. There was an order issued that
Mr. Knight was to pay half of his civil service
funds to Mrs. Knight.

. And as a result of that, did that have
an impact on his financial ability to live at
Savannah House as well as Bishop Gadsde;?

A. It did.

Q. As a result of that financial burden,
you made contact what Ms. Tonney?

A. Yes.

Q. For assistance?

Page 84
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Page
A. Yes.
Q. Did she agree to assist her fathex?
A. Yes, she did;
Q. I have given you a letter from

Ms. Tonney to you dated March 15th, 2006, which has
been marked -- stamped number 1 as well number 2
for discovery purposes. Are you familiar with that
letter?

A. Yes, I am.

Q. All right. And did you in fact receive
this letter?

A. I did.

Q. Okay. And dé you nged a moment to
review the letter to understandithe content?

A, I am pretty familiar with it. I
reviewed it last night.

Q. Okay. And in this letter -- what was
the purpose of this letter? Was it to confirﬁ an
arrangement between you and Ms. Tonney?

A. It was to confirm that Ms. Tonney would
supplement for anything that her father needed that
the conservatorship could not pay.

0. I direct your attention to the third
paragraph on the first page. The information that

Ms. Tonney provided in the letter, is all of the
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information in there accurate, to the best of your

knowledge?
AL Yes, it is.
Q. And did you have any objection or did

you write a letter in response to this not agreeing
to what she had said?

A. No, not that I recall.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, at this time I
would move this as Petitioner Exhibit Number 13

THE CQOURT: You are not offering in
eviderice the copy of the Family Court order?

THE COURT: A copy of the letter just
identificed from Chloe Tonney toe Family Services,
Inc., dated March 15, 2006, will be received and
admitted into evidence as Petitioner's Exhibit 13.

(PETITIONER'S EXH. 13, 3/15/06 LETTER,
was marked for identification and received into
evidence.)

0. Ms. Albright, what kind of arrangement
had been made between Family Services and Bishop
Gadsden as far as payment for Norman Knight, Jr.?

A. We did not make any arrangements as far
as payment is concerned. Ms. Tonney signed the

guarantor statement.

Q. Was there an understanding that Family
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Service as conservator for Mr. Knight would submit
payment to Bishop Gadsden?

A. That is correct, yes.

Q. And how was it determined how much as a
conservatorlcould be paid ocut of Mr. Knight's
account to Bishop Gadsden?

A. I»would look at the funds that were
available at the beginning of every month and
forecast out what would need to be paid as far as
the funds that needed to be paid for Mrs. Knight
and prescriptions and items like that, and then 1
would send the rest to Bishop Gadsden.

Q. And was there any conferences between

you and Ms. Tonney as to how much she needed to pay

to satisfy the account?

A. There were times when I would have to
call her -- at one point I told her that after I
paid everything that I could, Mr. Knight would only
have 67 cents in his account, and Ms. Tonney sent a
check for a thousand dollars.

Q. Who did she send a check to? Was a
check made payable to Family Services?

A, Give me one moment.

QQ That is the check that Family Services

received from Ms. Tonney?
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A. That is correct, yes.

0. And that is the check that has stamp
number 3 from Chloe Tonney and Frederick Tonney
dated 5/29/07 for a thousand dollars. What was the
reason for Ms. Tonney sending the check to Family
Services?

A. Because Mr. Knight had a balance in his
account of 67 cents and he wouldn't have had
sufficient money to pay any additional bills that
came 1in, such as prescription, hygiene items, and
things like that.

Q. Every time that you would contact
Ms. Tonney for money, was she willing to provide
for her father?

A. Absolutely.

MR..GIBSON: Your Honor,rl am going to
move this check as Petitioner's Exhibit Number 14.

THE COURT: Any‘objection?

MR. WHIPPER: Objection, your Honor.
Again, unless -- I am sorry, no objection.

THE COURT: Without objection, the
check of Chloe Tonney, number 2594, will.be
received and admitted in evidence as Petitioner's
Exhibit 14.

(PETITIONER'S EXH. 14, CHECK 2594, was
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you do as a conservateor, you were also instructed
by a court order to discuss all of your decisions,

any major decisions, with Mildred Knight; isn't

that true?
A. That's true, yes.
0. What discussions did you have with

Mildred Knight about Bishop Gadsden?

A. I did not have a discussion with
Mrs. Knigﬁt about Bishop Gadsden.

0. Would I be wrong to say to you ——- to
ask you, or to say to you that Ms. Tonney and Bocbby
Knight, III, didn't get along?

A. I would say you would be correct.

Q. And excepting these letters or these
notations about loans or whatever, you never sent
any of that stuff fo Mrs. Knight, did you?

A. No, I did not. Mrs. Night did not want
to hear from me.

0. Now, when you made the decision or had
to change how you were going to deal with Mrs.
Knight in her home, were there any kinds of letters
or anything saying that you will now be responsible
for A, B, C, D, E, F and G?

A, T believe I nctified Mrs. Knight that

she would be responsible for them. I also notified
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lawyer; you know, he doesn't have 5,000"?

A. Ms. Tonney and 1 spoke very frequently
about the fact that he did not have substantial
moneys, and she was very much —-- that she wanted to
provide for her father in the way that he was used
to being -- the way he used to live and that she
would take care of that.

Q. And did you not have any discussions
with her about simply getting a court order to have
his personal effects turned over to her?

A. Personal effects turned over to --

Q. Mr. Knight, Jr.'s, personal effects,
his clothing he left at the house, his shoes, his
shirt, his bathrobe.

A. Mr. Whipper, I tried to get a hospital
bed moved from that house for Mr. Knight, and I was
refused.

Q. When you say you tried to get it, how
did you try to get it?

A. We contacted the family to have the
hospital bed moved, and they would not allow the
hospital bed moved.

Q. And you are saying you never got an
order from Judge Young in any way telling you what

to do after Bugust of '05 in terms of paying bills?
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A. I would estimate about a month,
Mr. Gibson. I attempted contact on several
successive weekends. I went to go meet with
Mr. Knight and was either met with complete silence
at the door or I was told before I went there that
I would not be allowed to come in if I went there,
and after that happened several times, then I took

other action.

Q. Did you ever get to see Mr. Knight?

A. Not prior to removing him from his
home.

Q. You said prior to removing him. -What
happened?

A. Not being able to see him, I informed
the Court that I was not able to discharge my
duties as guardian, and I informed the Court that I

thought it was an important exigent circumstance.

I went ex parte to the Court and filed an affidavit

that I was unable to contact my ward, and the Court
issued an order that I was permitted to remove him
from his home at that point.

Q. and did you remove him?

A. I did.

Q. How did you go about doing that?

A.

With the cooperation of North
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| Page 114
Charleston police, a SWAT team. |

Q. And when he was removed, what did he
take with him?

A. He was in a wheelchair, and he was
wearing some clothes, very light clothing. He may
have had a sheet or blanket over his lap, but that
was all.

Q. What about his medicine?

A. No medicine, no other clothing, nothing
else ever came out of that house.

0. And where was he taken to?

A. To Savannah House, which was
prearranged.

Q. And how did the arrangement with the
Savannah House come about?

A. I had had several wards that had lived
at Savannah House prior to that period of time, and
so I chose that location and just coordinated that
they would be prepared to accept him when he got
there.

Q. Were you the one that made that

decision as to where his placement would be?

A. Yes.
Q. And was that also the role of guardian?
A. Yes.
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Q. And at the time, or just prior to
Mr. Knight going to Savannah House, did you have a
chance to look at the room he was going into?

A. Yes, I-was familiar with the rooms at
Savannah House.

Q. And does Savannah House provide
furniture, beds?

A. They do not. They normally have a
little bit of.furniture that they can let somebody
borrow for a few days until arrangements are made.
Sometimes people come out of a hospital or
somewhere directly to there, and so sometimes they
will offer, you know, a Lemporary piece of

furniture or two, but normally not furnished at

all.

Q. What kind of accommodations were made
for Mr. Knight at the time he arrived at Savannah
House?

A. Well, there was a bed put in his room

that again was a loaner bed from the facility, but:

it was not his own hospital bed that he had had at
hone.

Q. What about furniture?

A. There was no furniture other than the

bed in the room and perhaps a nightstand at that
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point, something borrowed and just put in there
temporarily.
Q. At some point in time was there

furniture ever put in the room?

Al Yes.
Q. How did that come about?
A. Ms. Tonney purchased the furniture and

provided it for him.
Q. And was there & discussion between you

and Ms. Tonney with regard to the placement of the

furniture?
A. Yes, there was.
Q. And did you feel the need that there be

furniture for the rcom?

A, Absolutely.

Q. And did you have any objection to
Ms. Tonney furnishing the room?

A. No, I was very grateful for her
assistance through the rest of her father's iife.
She and her sister doted on their father and took
amazing care of him.

Q. And how long did Mr. Knight remain at
Savannah House?

A. Approximately six months.

Q. And how was he doing there?
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Very involved.

0. Was Mr. Knight wheelchair-bound?

A. Yes, he was.

Q. And did he ﬁeed physical therapy?

A. Need is difficult to say. He benefited
from physicél therapy certainly, and it was
scmething that would keep range of motion and
comfort even if he wasn't able to walk.

Q. And that was in his best interest?

A. I certainly thought it was in his best

interest to have 1it, vyes.

Q. I have what is marked as Petitioner's
Exhibit Number 3 in this case. Are you familiar
with that letter?

A Yes, I am.

Q. And your name is on that letter from
Thad Vincent?

A. Correct, I am one of the addressees of
the letter.

0. And why would you be one of the
recipients of this letter?

AN In my position as Mr. Knight's
guardian, it was between me and Ms. Albright to
decide whether or not he should have legal

representation for the Family Court case.
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Q. And what was that decision?
A. The decision was that he should have
representation.

Q. Did that include as to Thad Vincent and
Mary Ann Hallé

A. Yes, Mr. Vincent and Ms. Hall.

Q. Why did you feel that Mr. Knight needed
legal representation?

A. It might be a lawyer bias, but I think
anybody involved in a Family Court case should be
represented.

Q. And you had no objection to Ms. Tonney
assisting her father with financial responsibility?

A. No, I didn't.

0. In all of the payments and action
undertaken by Ms. Tonney, was it for the benefit
for her father?

A. - Yes, absolutely.

0. Did Ms. Tonney keep in touch with you
in discussion of what would be best for her father?

A. All of the time.

0. And did you have the authority to
refuse his admission to Bishop Gadsden?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And why did you feel it would be best
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for him there?

A. Because it being one of the finest
local facilities, if someocone's family is willing to
step in and fill the gap if there is going to be a
gap —-— which, of course, ‘it turns out there is no
gap, he died with an estate, as did Mrs. Knight,
but if there is going to be a gap and a family
member will step in, then I am happy to have a
family member step in.

MR. GIBSON: I have no further
gquestions.
THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Kaufmann, please
answer any guestions Mr. Whipper may have.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. WHIPPER:

0. - Mr. Kaufmann, it is my understanding
that when you were appointed as the guardian in
this case, that you were under a strict restriction
to consult with Mildred Knight regarding medical
decisions, healthcare decisions, and placement
decisions; is that correct?

. Al Yes, sir.

Q. It goes without saying you did not

consult with her before you made all of these

decisions, did you?
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A. I disagree with that.
Q. Tell me how ycu disagree.
A. Well, I consulted with her as often as

she would speak with me, but that was not very
often. Most of the time she initiated contact.
She discussed visitation with her husband. We
discussed those issues not infrequently, but the
dynamic between Mrs. Knight and Mr. Bobby Knight
and myself went south so early on in the process
that we did not have good open lines of
communication as I did with Mr. Knight's.dauqhters.

Q. Now, at the time you came in in August,
were you aware that Mrs. Knight had been Lhe
guardian and the conservator?

A. Yes, sir,lthat was my understanding,
yes, sir.

Q. Do you think that she had any concerns
about why she was no longer the guardian?

A, T couldn't answer that. That would be

speculation on my part.

0. She never told you anything about that?
A. I don't recall.
Q. Were you aware that one of the

girls had complained to DSS about the care that

Mr. Knight was receiving?

Page 123

S.R.O.A. 035




Tonney witness Direct by Gibson

Page 134
1 presented to the Court, that being from Walgreens,
2 which inéluded some of his briefs?
3 A. Yes.
4 Q. Would you look at the second page,
5 Ms. Tonney, which is the receipt from Harris
6 VTeeter, which is stamped number 227
7 A. Yes.
8 0. And we had most of the redactions.
9 Before we get into that, were these items that were
10 purchased for the benefit of your father?
11 A. Yes.
12 Q. And did you feel that these items were
13 essential for his needs?
14 AL Yes. At Savannah House there was a
15 small kitchenette in each room, and because of his
16 digestive situations, h¢ was required té have small
17 meals and snacks in between regular meals, which
18 Savannah House did not offer.
19 Q. And so you took it upon yourself to buy
20 various items for your father?
21 A. Yes.
22 0. And these items were purchased at
23 Harris Teeter, and they were purchased by a check?
24 A Yes. |
25 Q. What was the amount purchased?
S.R.O.A. 036
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Page 135
A. $132.75.

Q. Okay. And down at the bottom, a check
number, do you know what that represents?

A. Yes, a check written off my and my
husband's bank account.

Q. Okay. And as part of the order for
the judge, did you make an effort to retrieve that
check to present to this Court?

A. I did.

THE COURT: To clarify my order, if the
check had been sought in discovery, then it had to
be unredacted.

MR. GIBSON: You couldn't get the
check.

THE COURT: Okay.

Q. You made an inquiry with the Bank of
America with regard to this particular check you
had issued to Harris Teeter?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And what I have presented to you is a
note from Bank of America stamped number 62 as far
as the discovery. 1Is this the correspondence you
received from Bank of America? |

A. It is.

Q. If you could indicate to the Court what
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this statement from Bank of America represents.

A. Indicating that they do not retain
records beyond five years and cannot provide those.
0. In that same letter, it makes a

reference to what check number?
A. 1673.
Q. And that's the same check you had

issued to Harris Teeter?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you remember when that check was
issued?

A. I do not. t was within -- it was

probably within the first week or Lwo Lhat my
father went to Savannah House, which was January of
2006.

0. So you made a good-faith efforf to try
to obtain a copy of the check?

A. I did.

Q. And vou ccntinued to purchase more
items for your father; is that correct?

A. I did.

0. Okay. And you have in front of you
several receipts from Dillard's identified as stamp
number 23 and 24 for discovery?

A. Yes.
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Q. And what was the purpose of yvou going
to Dillard's?

A. To buy clothing for my father.

0. And this is the time he was first
admitted to Savannah House?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you feel the need to buy your
father some clothes?

A. Yes. He had no clothes except what he
left his home with.

Q. In regafd to what appears to be a
receipt on the left side bf the document number 23,
all of the clothes on this receipt were purchased

for your father?

A. Yes.

Q. And what was the total amount of the
clothes?

A. On that receipt, $197.56.

Q. And how was that paid for?

A. With my credit cara, a Visa.

Q. And that is your name below that?

A. Yes.

Q. And going to the next column, again all

of those clothes that were purchased were for the

benefit of your father?

S.R.OA. 039
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A. Yes.

Q. Did you keep any of those clothes for

your own perscnal use?

A. No.

Q. How about for your husband?

A. Wrong size. 'No.

0. And Qhat was the total amount of that
purchase?

A. $142.71.

Q.  And how was that paid for?

A. | With my credit card, a Visa.

0. And what I want to do is, if I may, go
back over Lo Lhe [irst coluﬁn. I apologize. What

was the date of the purchase?

A. February 4th, 2006.

0. And that was the time your father was
at Savannah House?

A. The first week of his residency, vyes.

0. Going to the next page, which is
document number 24, and what did you purchase at
that time?

A. Bedding for my father.

Q. And what was the total amount of that
purchase?

A. $137.39.
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0. And how was that paid for?
A. With my credit card.
0. And when was that purchased?
A. February 5th, 2006.
0. And when you made the purchase from

Dillard's, were you in touch with Iris Albright,

the conservator for your father?

A. 1 was.

0. Any objection from her making those
purchases?

A. No.

Q. Did you believe the purchases'were

necessary for your father's well-being?

A. Yes.

Q. According to the next page, document
number 25, produced as part of the discovery, is it
Sears?

Yes.

And what did you purchase from Sears?
Pants.
For whom?

My father.

Did you keep any pantsz

No.

O A S e

How about for your husband?

S.R.O.A. 041
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Q.
purchase?

A.

Q.

A.

0.

No.
And when were the pants purchased?

June 4th of 2006.

And what was the total amount of the

$63.81.

And how was that paid for?
Check.

Whose check?

My check.

At that point in time, did you have any

funds of your father in any of your accounts?

A,

Q.

No.

Did vou have credit cards in the name

of your father at that time?

A.

Q.

No.

Going over to the next column, what did

you purchase?

A.

» o » O » O

One pair of pants.
And for whom?
My father.

And that was for your father only?

Yes.

And what was total amount purchased?

$21.38.
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card?

A
Q.
A
Q
account?

A.

HOTEIN N @

father?
A.

Q.

And how was that paid for?
My credit card.

Did your father have a Sears credit

He did.
Did you have possession of it?
No.

So it was with your own personal

Yes.
And when was this purchased?
April 14th, 2007.

And were those items delivered to your

Yes.

Did you have any discussion with

Ms. Albright about the purchase?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
number 26,
A.
Q.

A.

Yes.

Any objection?

No.

Going to the next page, the document

what did you purchase at Sears?'

More pants.
And when did you make the purchase?

February 2nd, 2006.
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Q. And was the purchase solely for your
father?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you keep any of the items?

A. No.

Q. And how was that purchase made?

A. With my credit card.

0. Whose MasterCard?

A. Mine. |

0. Did you have a MasterCard in the name

of your father?
A. No.

THE COURT: Just in order to move us
along, you have previously asked her if she had any
credit cards belonging to her father, and now that
question is repeated with every item, so I think
that has been asked and answered. I don't want
hear that.

MR. GIBSON: Thank you, your Honor.

.
e

0. The next item on document number 27,
what is that?

A, That was & Citadel print. My father
was a graduate of the Citadel, and he had various
pieces of Citadel paraphernalia in his home, and I

nurchased this print because he had nothing to hang

I
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on his walls, and I felt that was something that
would look familiar to him.

0. When was that purchase made?

A. That purchase was made the 4th of
February 2006.

0. And how was that paid for?

A. With my Visa.

0. For how much?

A, $260.93.

0. And the next document 1s document
number 28 as part of the discovery. What is that
document?

Al That 1s a receipt from the Bombay
Company for a side table for my father.

Q. And when was that purchased?

>

February 4th, 2006.

0. And where did that side table go to?

A. It went with him to Bishop Gadsden, and
then from there, 1t was moved to a.storage
facility,-where we ——vit was torn up. We ended up
giving it away, taking it to the Goodwill.

Q. How much did you pay for that?
$179.

A
Q. And how was that paid for?
A

With my Visa.

S.R.OA.
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0.

starting on the left side first,

And the next item, item number 29,

what did you

purchase at Walmart?

A. Various housekeeping things, telephcne
for Daddy, kitchen-type items, batteries, some
food.

Q. And when did you make those purchases?

A. February 2nd, 2006.

0. And what was the total amount
purchased?

A. $133.60.

Q. And how was that paid for?

A. With my Visa.

Q. Is that your signature down at the
bottom?

A. It is.

Q. Go to the next cqlumn. What did you
purchase for -- what kind of items did you
purchase?

A. Again, more housewares-type items for

his kitchenette,

Q.

A.

television.

Q.

and some snacks.
For your father?
It loocks like,

yes. ©Oh, and a small

And you are not claiming credit for the
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television in this matter, are you?
A. Nc, I have a ﬁelevision.
Q. And how much did you pay for that?
A. $322.82.
0. And you wish for the Court to deduct

$248 from that amount?

A. Yes.

0. And how was that purchase made?

A. With my Visa.

Q. Going to the next page, document number

30, what kind of purchase did you make there?

A. Again, these were houseware-type items,
placemat for Paddy as well as some bathroom itews.

0. And when did you make the purchase?

A. February 4th,-2006.

Q. Were all of these purchases made
shortly after your dad was removed from his
personal residence?

A. Mostly, ves.

Q. And how much did you pay for those
items?

A. $59.50.

Q. How was the purchase made?

A. With my credit card.

Q. Going to the next item, document number
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64, will you tell the Court what that is?
Al Yes, that is a larger television T

bought for Daddy.

0. I am sorry, say that again.

A. A larger television that I bought for
Daddy.

Q. I am sorry} I am looking at document
number 64. I am sorry.

A. Sorry. 1 went to 34. I have got 64.

Q. I am getting ahead of myself.

MR. WHIPPER: The packet that I was
given does not have 64 in it.

THE COURT: Mine doesn't either.

MR. GIBSON: I am sorry, this is one
with the unredacted. You can have that.

THE COURT: The redacted version of
which document I have? Or the unredacted version.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, I had the
redacted and unredacted version. The redacted
version is document number 31.

THE COURT: I don't have 31.

MR. GIBSON: Do you have 64, your

Honor?
THE COURT: No. Mine are skipping from

30 to 34, and then I have 34, 35, 31, 32 —— I am
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sorry, it was stuck to the back of 32. Okay, I am
with you. I have got 64. Do you need 647

MR. WHIPPER: He just gave it to me.

THE COURT: Have you moved on from 34,
which ié the Best Buy $320.99, the television?
Have you moved on from that?

MR. GIBSON: Yes, sir. Your Honor,
let's go back to number 34. I apologize for the
inconvenience.

THE COURT: Is that the television?

MR. GIBSON: Yes, your Honor.

Q. What is document number 347

A This is a receipt for a larger
television for Daddy. He wanted a larger
television.

Q. When was that purchased?

A. July 15th of 2007.

Q. And where was your father residing at
that time?

A. At Bishop Gadsden.

Q. What was the total amount of the
purchase?

A. $320.99.

Q. How was that paid for?

A. With my husband's credit card.
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Q. And then the next document
35, produced as part of the discovery.
document numpber 35 represent?
A. These are sweatshirts that
my father.
Q. And where did you purchase
Parisian.
And when did you make that

October 7th, 2006.

$26.74.

is number

What does

I bought for

those from?

purchase?

And how was that purchase made?

With my personal check.
0. Going to the next document,
be number 64, do you have that?

A. 1 do.

A.
Q.
A.
Q. And how much was that purchase?
A.
Q.
A.

which would

And what does that document represent?

This is a recliner for my father.

And when did you make that purchase?

February 1st, 2006.

To Savannah House.

That 1s where it was shipped to?

Yes.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q. And where did the recliner go?
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

What was the total amount of the
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purchase?

A. $1,777.49.

Q. How was that purchase made?
A. By me, cash.
0. And when you say cash, did any part of

that cash come from your father's account?

A. No.

0. And did that recliner remain with your
father for the duration of his 1life?

A. It did.

Q." And going to document number 32, what
does that document represent?

A. These are other Lurnitureiitems for my

father, lamp, a cabinet for him to have some of

his -- keep some of his clothing in, an end table.
Q. And where were these items purchased
from?
Al From Stuckey Brothers.
0. When were those items purchased?
A. February 3rd, 2006.

Q. And do you know where those items were
delivered to, where your father was residing?

A. To Savannah House.

Q. And what was the total amount?
A. Total amount for item 32, $2,624.99.
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Q. And how was that purchase made?

A, Cash, my check.

0. And going to item number 33, what does
that represent?

A. That is a small desk and cabinet.
Again, my father was used to having a desk and
needed the storage.

0. Was the furniture delivered to where

your father was residing?

A. Yes, at Bishop Gadsden.

0. And when was that purchase made?

A. July 22nd of 2006.

Q. And what was the total amount of the
purchase?

A. $658.01.
Q. And how was that purchase made?
A, Cash, by check.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, at this time I
would move all of these items as Petitioner's
Exhibit Number 12 collectively that we had
discussed earlier here.

THE COURT: So.everything you have
identified, I think that includes everything that
was in the package that you originally submitted,

doesn't 1it?
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Bishop Gadsden invoice of October 31, 2007, and the
accompanying check of Chlce Tonney, number 3363,
will be admitted>collectively as Petitioner's
Exhibit Number 17.
(PETITIONER'S EXH. 17, 10/3i/07 BISHOP

GADSDEN INVOICE AND CHECK 3363, was marked for
identification and received into evidence.)

Q. Ms. Tonney, did your father receive
physical therapy while he was at Bishop Gadsden?

A. He did.

c. Was there a need for physical therapy?

A. There was a need. He had doctor's
orders for physical therapy.

Q. And I present to you document number
55. Can you indicate to the Court what document
numper this is?

A. Yes, it's an invoice from Bishop
Gadsden\Rehab for my father's physical therapy.

0. -~ And the time period from 11/16/2006 up

to February 12th, 20077

A. That's right.
Q. And what was the total amount of that
invoice?

A. $445.50.

Q. Did you issue a check for that amount?
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A. T did.

Q. Is that check represented on document
numper 557

A. It is.

Q. And was that check written out by you?

A. Actually this check was written out by
my sister.

Q. And that was sent to Bishop Gadsden
Rehab?

A. Yes.

THE COURT: Did you want to move for
the introduction?

MR. GIBSON: I am going to do il
collectively.

THE COURT: Okay.

Q. Ms. Tonney, I present to ybu the
document number 52 as well as 61. Going to
document number 61, what does that document
represent? )

A. An additional invoice for physical
therapy for my father from February 19th, 2007, to
April 2nd, 2007.

Q. Were these invoices sent to you, or

were they sent to the conservator and in turn sent

to you?
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A.

rooim.

Q.

They were actually left in my father's

And what was the amount of the invoice

which is represented on document number 617

A.
Q.
A,
0.

number 527

(R S © B

Rehab?

Q.

$243.30.
And did you make a payment?
I did.

Is that payment represented on document

It is.
And did you issue that check?
Yes.

Did that check clear to Bishop Gadsden

Yes, it did.

I present to you document number 65.

What 1s that document?

A.

$405.

check?
A.

father.

That's a check to Bishop Gadsden Rehal,
And what's the date of that check?
October 10th, 2007.

And what was the purchése for that

Again, to cover rehab services for my
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Q. Do you have an invoice with that?
A. I do not.
0. Now, was that check issued by you?
A. Yes.
Q. And according to this document in>your

possession, did that check clear?

A. Yes.

0. And if you look on that check in the

left—-hand corner, what does it say?

father?

A. Daddy.

0. That was for the benefit of your

A. Yes.

0. What's the total amount of that check?
A. $405.

Q. I am presenting to you a document

stamped number 66. What is that document?

A. An additional check for physical

therapy for my father.

Q. And what's the date of that check?
A. December 15th, 2007.
Q. And did you issue that check to Bishop

Gadsden Rehab?

A. Yes.

Q. What is the total amount of that check?
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A. $244.92.

0. And based on the document that you have
in your possession, does if show that check
cleared?

A. Yes.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, at this time I

would ask to move documents in regard to Bishop -
Gadsden Rehab as being documents 60, 55, 61, 52,
65, 66, as Petitioner's Exhibit Number 18.

THE COURT: Okay. Is there any
objection?

VMR. WHIPPER: Your Honor, same
objections as to the_original issues. There arenno
originals here on anythiné.

THE COURT: If. I underxrstand this,

Mr. Gibson, you only have an invoice for one sum,
for $243.30. I am talking about this batch here
that you are asking to admit as Exhibit Number 18.
Am I correct, is that the only invoice that
supports those payments, 1s the invoice of April 3,
2007, to Bishop Gadsden?

MR. GIBSON: - I have two invoices.

THE COURT: No, I mean in this last
batch, I have only been given one. I am sorry,

yes. You have got the invoice. The other invoice
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check?
A. $279.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, at this time T
would move this as Petitioner's Exhibit Number 19.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Whipper, any
objection, or if it's the same objection as the
last, you may restate that.

MR. WHIPPER: Same objection as the
last, your Honor.

THE COURT: My ruling wiil be the same
then. The Collins Office Supply invoice and the
attached check of Chloe Tonney will be admitted as
Petitioner's Exhibit Number 19.

(PETITIONER'S EXH. 19, COLLINS OFFICE

SUPPLY INVOICE AND CHECK, was marked for

identification and received into evidence.)

Q. Ms. Tonney, in regard to all of the
expenses that you have testified to and have put
forth as support, all of those expenses were for
the benefit of your father?

A. Yes.

Q. And were those expenses paid out with
the consent of Iris Albright?

Al Yes.

0. And upon your father's passihg, did you
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file a creditor's claim?
AL I did.
Q. And do you recall whether that

creditor's claim was accepted or not?

A. It was not.

Q. And as a result of that, what did you
do? | |

A. I requested a héaring.

Q. Ms. Tonney, I repreéent to this is the

creditor's claim you have filed with the Charleston
County Prcbate Court?

A. Yes.

Q. What 1s the amount of the creditor's
claim?

A. $61,249.46.

Q. And as a result of that claim being
denied, you have filed a petitién to have that
claim allowed?

A. Yes.

MR. GIBSON: Your Honor, I would ask to
move that as Petitioner's Exhibit --

THE COURT: Well, that creditor's claim
is already a matter of record. Why do we have to
admit it in evidence?

MR. GIBSON: I am just trying to cover
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