STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
)
JOSHUA T. HAWKINS, ; Civil Action No. 2014-CP-07-1156
Plaintiff, ;
v, ) ORDER DENYING PLAINTIFF’S
) MOTION FOR JUDGMENT AS A
JOHN COSTANZO, ) MATTER OF LAW, TO ALTER OR
) AMEND THE JUDGMENT, AND FOR
Defendant. g A NEW TRIAL ABSOLUTE

THIS MATTER COMES BEFORE the Court on Plaintiff’s Motion for Judgment as a
Matter of Law, to Alter or Amend the Judgment, and for a New Trial Absolute, filed by the
Plaintiff on December 15, 2016. The basis for Plaintiff’s motion is that he believes that the only
inference that can be drawn from the evidence presented at trial is that Defendant John Costanzo
was negligent and Plaintiff is entitled to judgment in his favor. Plaintiff pleads alternately for
relief under Rules 50, 59 and 60, SCRCP. For the reasons set forth below, the Court denies
Plaintiff’s motion.

First, Plaintiff moved for judgment as a matter of law, pursuant to Rule 50, SCRCP, at
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the conclusion of evidence at trial. That motion was denied. Plaintiff has presented no
arguments of evidence in his current fnotion that wbﬁld change that-outcome, and he is not
entitled to judgment as a matter of law. Secoﬁd, Plaintiff seeks to have the judgment altered or
amended pursuant to Rules 59 and 60, SCRCP. The evidence presented at trial supports the jury
verdict and resulting judgment, and Plaintiff has presented no persuasive reasons to alter or

amend the judgment. Third, Plaintiff asks this Court to grant him a new trial pursuant to the
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thirteenth juror doctrine. However, as noted above, there is competent evidence to support the
jury verdict in this case.

As a result, Plaintiff’s motion is denied in its entirety.

Therefore, it is ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the Plaintiff’s Motion for
Judgment as a Matter of Law, to Alter or Amend the Judgment, and for a New Trial Absolute is
hereby DENIED.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Carmen T. Mullen
Chief Administrative Judge
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit

Beaufort, South Carolina

, 2017
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Case Caption:

Case Number:

Type:

Beaufort Common Pleas

Joshua T Hawkins VS Enterprise Rent A Car Company , defendant,
et al
2014CP0701156

Order/Other

So Ordered

s/Carmen T Mullen 2142
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