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The State of South-Carolina\vs.‘Gériick Epps | 3

The Court:; Mr. Epps, you ready to go?

Mr. Epps: How you doing Mr. Cothran?

The Court: I'm goéod. The Solicitor has called your
case for trial. The question is whether you want a tridl
or do you want to plead guilty?

Mr. Epps: Your Honor, could I say a few questions?

The Court: Say that(again?

Mr. Epps: Could I say a few questions with you?

The Court: Okay-

Mr. Epps: I would like for The Court to have mercy

upon me or whatever. I actually want to know if I could

e

have a little bit more time to think about my case or’

whatever. 'You know because I feel that the attorney that
I got was, whatever, for the simple fact, you know, what

I’m saying is I feel he wasn’t qualified for the best of

my ability, you know, what I'm saying. I just want to

know could I have a little bit more time?

The Court: I can’t give any more time. I’'ve got a
Jury élready drawn. The solicitor has éalled this case.
You weren’t here yesterday when this case was called. I
can’t continue it. At this point, you’ve either got to
plead guilty or I'm going t6 bring that jury in here in
the next five minutes and we will take testiﬁony- I
can’t give,you a continuance.

Mr. Epps: I wunderstand:

i
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The State of South Carclina vs. Garrick Epps 4

The Court: Okay, so my question to you is are you
gping;to_plead;guiltyﬂor are we going to bring the jury
in and go to trial?

Mr. Epps: Like I say, if I'm pleading guilty, I'm

pleading guilty because I'm being forced or whatever. .

But I would rather it go to a trial than to plead guilty
by force. So I’d rather go on and have the trial.

The Court: Well you say everybody pleads guilty is a
situation they always dot to ... |

Mr. Epps: Yeah, you know what I’m saying, I’d rather
havevavtrial .

The Court: Alright, we’ll give you;a'trial;

Mr. Epps: {,,'fhan being forced by ..

The Court: Well you’re not being fdrced tovplead
guiity; |

o
.

Mr. Epps: Deep in my hegrg, I’m not guilty for Ehese.
charges so-that’s why I'd rather take the jury. |

The  Court: Alright, sit dowq. We’ll_give_yqu-a jury
trial. -. | | |

Mr. Epps: All right.

The<Court:“Si£.in that chair over.theré;

| Mr; Tyleﬁ Brown: Youtr Honor, <¢an I just briefly put .

with Mr. Epps and Mr. Carraway; we met probably back in

February. We worked out what I believe to be a fair plea

-
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;The'State Qf;South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 5

offer and we actually held that plea offer open for about
tWO-monthsxup until Judge Newman was here for the last
general séssidn court which was about two weeks ago so
that he could plea in front of Judge Newman; that was
their request and was a plea offer with a first offénse.
Mr. Carraway got me down to a.third‘offense where he
could have*gotten,anything from probation to fifteen

years. So just in terms of Mr. Carraway’s represéntation

and terms of time to think about this case,'thiS»caseﬁﬁas ™

been pending-fbr alm9st-a year now. The plea offer was
rejected after having three mohthslto‘thihk on it. So I
just want tO‘makejsure the record is clear on-thatt

The Court: Okay. Alright, bring the jury.
(Jury enters courtrecom 10:08 a.m.) } |

Theé Court: Ladies and gentlemen, Ivappreciatenyour
patience. We’re about to begin the trial of The State
vs. Garrick Epps. Mr. Epps is charged under this
indictment with possession with intent to distribute
cocaine and possession with intent to distribute cocaire
base. Now, the elements of this indictment will be
explained to you. I will explain toé you all inﬁthié
case. But to this indictment, he’s entered a pleé of not
guilty. Therefore, placed the burden on the Stafe of
South Carolina to prove each and every element of this

indictment to you beyond a reasonable doubt. Now, your

5,
3|
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps | 6
job is to listen to the-facts iﬁ this-case, listen to the
evidence in- this case and determine what the true f@c?g”“““\
are. My job is to rule upon the admissibility of thaf
evidence and I rule on what evidence you can and cannot

hear and then at the end of this caée, I will explain the

law to you, charge you on the law that you are to apply

to this case. = And you take the facts you determine to be
true and the law that I give you'and reach.a‘verdict that
Speaks the truth in'this case. -Your job will determine
the gquilt or inn@cense'éf this~de£endant'in this case.; I
need you to pay close atﬁentionﬁ ‘The way you are going

to make this determination is;basically through the - Q;NN

pbssibly three different forms. First of all, it’'s -
through swoxrn teStimoﬁy from this witneSS‘stand;
Witnesses will come before you under oath and testify.
And your job is to listen to that testimohyeénd make a
deterﬁination,as to what you think what witnesses are
telling the truth-and use your common sense that you do -
every day to determine what you'think is the truth in
ﬁhis-case; Thevbther way you*;e goihg to see evidence is
bé introduéed ag'g#idence: And the third way is ﬁhrouéhv
stipulations;of'the attorneys. So your job is to

determine what thé facts are in this case, or the truth
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&Tﬁe.state of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 7

is in this case and reach a verdict that speaks the
truth. Now, if at any time during the testimony in this
case you need'a break, I’11 try to stop every hour, hour
and half, 'UsuallyuI try to stop at the end df a

withess’s testimony. But sometimes you need a break

P

quicker than that. I need you to pay close attention.””

CA

1f you’ re uncomfortable then you can’t pay attention. So

if you need a break, raise your hand; we’ll take a break

and come back and continue the testimony. I'm also going

tb tell you that you’re not going to be able to discuss

this case with anybody during the trial, not even among

yourselVés.' And you may say well why when we go back to
witnéesses, why'cam’t we talk about this case. And the

reason I don’t want you to talk about it Hecausezifrydu

e

do, if you discuss after one witness what you think will
happen in this case, in the end of the case, you’re going
to want to defend that opinion you have at the very
beginning to your fellow jurors. And I don’t want §0u
start forming youﬁ opinions until you’ve heard all of the
case. Until‘you've‘heard from all of the witneéées and
the law that i?m‘going to give you. And then and only
§hen‘will~it be proper for you to discuss the case. And
tﬁe same. way when you go home tonight, you can’t talk

about it with your family if you haven’t finished this
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 8

éaseg If your family is like my family, they’re going to
have opinions as to what you ought to deo. They haven’t
been here. You’retthe:oniy‘ones:thét_have been in here,
you’re the only ones that would be able to tell what the
true facts are in this ¢ase. The system works when the
rules are followed. When we do this, the juries get it

right. And it’s impertant for you to get it right

 becaise if you make a mistake, it’s very difficult to fix

that mistake. Tf T make a mistake, and at. some other . Pl
: € . .

time, at some other place that will be reviewed and if I

. make a mistake in law. But if you make a mistake; it’s

very hard to correct that. S6-that’s why it’s important
that you pay closé attention and .you listen to the facts

to determine what the truth is in this case. 1In a few

minutes, the solicitor is going to get up and make an

opening statement. And what the lawyers tell you is not
evidence in this case. They're just going to get‘up and

tell you what they think the issues are in this casé and

where the evidence is going to take you in this case and .

kind of give you a roadmap of what this case is ébout.,y
At the end of all of the evidence; they’re going to get
up and a£que‘fo you as to what they think the evidence
showed and did not show. Then I'm going to charge you on
the law and give you this case to decide. So if you pay

attention to the lawyers, they’re going to make their .
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 9

opening statement to you. The defense doesn’t have to
make an opening statement. They don’t have to prove X{Tt5; """
anything. The State has the burden of proving this case

beyond a reasonable doubt. But many timgs, the defenée

will pay close attention.
Mr. Brown: May'ﬁe=approach the bench, Your Honor?
The Court: Okay.
{Counsels approach bench)
The Court: Okay ladies and gentlemen, the Solicitor
pointed out that on the indiétment this defendant is

charged with inteént to distribute cocaine and possession _ f

of cocaine base and I told you it was possession with
intent to distribute. He’s charged with;possessiOn with
intent-tOfdistribute cocaine or cocaine base also known
as crack. Alright, Solicitor?
| Mr. Brown: Thahk you_YOui Honor, may it please The
Court?

Mr. Carraway: Good morning. Yesterday morning;

actually‘yesterdéy afternoon, my apologies, I introduced

the assistant solicitors of the Third Circuit Solicitor’s
office. Ms. Kimberly‘Barr and I we are the onées who have K\
been charged with

The Court: Hold on a minute. I'm sorry. The clerk
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has not swornm the jury you in.

Mr. Browhf We: ghould do that-» Yes sit¥, Your Honor.

The Court: I'm sorry. I'm supposed to get the clerk
to sswear you in.

Clerk: Good morning ladies and gentlemen. If yéu’ll
please stand at this time and raise your right hand? Déw
you solemely swear and affirm that you -shall well and
ﬁruly:try-qase-#2014—@8—45—216'The State'vs, Garriék.Epps
indictéa for'poséession with intent to distribute-cocaine

and possession of cocaine base and render a true verdict

according to the law .and the evidence presented, so help

you God?
Jury: I do.

Clerk: Okay, you may be seated.

Mr. Brown: Your Honor, may it please The Court? Now.

that y’all are properly sworn in, you are legal-bound

jurors. Where I was, was that myself and Kimberly Barr
are theé prosecutors that have been charged by your
elecfed~solicitor:Brnest.Finney to come and execute the

cases that aré-brought to this county;, brdught by our law

‘enforcement officers. It's my pleasure to work here,

it’s my joy, itfs a'privilege to work here, working for

the Williamsburg County as one of your prosecutors.

Today, I am going to start out my opening and I'm going

to do what most attorneys don’t.normally do ahd that’s
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 11

not talk for very long. I know that’s usually shocking
to people that have been around attorneys, but I'1ll try
to keep my comments short to start out with. 1I’11 save a
lot of my talking for clesing afguments but as you saw
vesterday, today’s case is The State vs Garrick Epps.

Mr. Epps is present here in the court today.  He's the
gentleman seated by Mr. Carraway. Mr. Epps is charged,

as His Honor has already told“you, with two counts that

cocaine base: You will hear’both”of those tefms used.
They’re interchangeable, they’re the same thing. But if
you hear one or the other, they are the same thing;
cocaine base and crack:. Mr;,prs‘is charged with these
offenses and they are alleged to have a‘risenron‘JunelBth
of 2014. Here in the: Williamsburg community, out qn theA
intersection of New Zion and Hebron(sp) Road. What I

believe the facts are going to show in this case and what

I believe the testimony is going to show is that on thaﬁf

night a little after ten o’clock, two of our law
enforcement officérs, Investigator Watson and
Investigator Seth Scott were out on patrol ‘in
Investigator Watson’s car. They observed a Vehiclé, I

believe it was a Honda. No, I'm Sorry, it was a Dodge
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Thé éfatehof South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 12

=~

car driving through town. They also observed it speeding
a little bit but they stopped it because the tag lights
were out and law enforcément has to be able to see Ehosﬁgf """""""
When they made céntact,_they=made'contact with a one

person occupied vehicle being driven by Mr. Garrick Epps.
When they asked for his driver’s license, they found out
that he didn’t have one. He had no identification., His
license was suspended. As is protocol in those
circumstances, they had to make an arrest. ©Now, you’re
going to hear some terms and one of those terms is an
inivéntory search. And,ybufll hear the reaseons as to why
inventory SEarches;happen isftofpiotectﬂlaﬁzenforcement
of_-peiop'le saying f..‘,hin.gs were stolen and you’re going to /
hear about those during the inventory search of that ]
vehicle, you're goinqito hear about how a Crown Royal bag
bag was what the‘léw enforcement officers:beiieved and :
was later tested and found to be quantities of cocaine
andvquantities of‘érack,cocaine.

You’re g‘o..ixll‘g' to hear from a ch‘em,i:._st-_svwho will
testify about how these drugs are sent to them, how after
years of training and -experience, he used that knoyledge
and experience to test these drugé ahd to find out
whether it réally‘was cocaine to make sure that we

haVenftrmiséharged.anybody. And you’re going to hear how
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he came back asking about crack cocaine. You're going to

‘hear about weights. You’re also going to hear about how

some of these drugs are packaged and some other
circumstances which we believe, at the end of this case,
will show that Garrick Epps had those drugs not for

personal use, but instead specifically with cocaine, to

sell. And you’re going to hear this case; but it’s not(

going to:take very long because this case is ultimately

about four witnesses: That’s usually all a traffic stop

really is. The officers that stopped, the chemist that
tested it, and the officers that drove the drugs to and
from the chemist. Néw, even though this is a short case,
I'm going to ask that you pay close attention. It’s an
important case. It’s an important case to The State,
it’s an important case to the defense. I'm going to ask

you to pay clese attention and imagine this case will be

//
i

over some timeé eitheér right at or after lunch'time. And’
today, you will deliberate this case. It’s important
that you pay close attention and you know the facts and

that you can properly debate and discuss whether or not

' The State brought the case properly. I think one thing

that Mr. Carraway and I can agree on is that we
appreciate your service today. We appreciate your time.
I promise you, we are not looking at as soémething we want

to waste. We will work to properly present all the facts
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as quickly as possible while still making sure that we do

it‘appropriately‘and respectfully and we=thank'you for
your time. Thank you.

The Court: Mr. Carraway.

Mr. Carraway: Defense waives opening.

The Court: Okay. Call your first witness.

Mr. Brown: The State will call Investigator Watson

Cle;kz'?lade‘yourvleft'héndlon\therBible and raise -

the teétimony you are about to give will be the truth,
the whole truth, and nething but the truth, SQ»heip you
God?

Mr. Watson: I do.

Clerk: Okay,-take your seat.

Mr. Brown: May it please The Court?

My. Watson - Examination by Mr. Brown:

Q: Good morning Investigator Watson.

‘At Good morning.

thefcourt rgporter;'can.you please state yoﬁf.name,
your rank, spell your last name?

A: My name is'InVestigator-Patrol4Officer*WatSOn; iM&
last name is spelled W-A-T-S-0-N. I’m with the

Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Department Narcotics

&

your right hand. Do you solemely swear and affirm that"

<

'Q:  For these ladies and gentlemen of the jury and for
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Eppé; 15

Division.

How long have you been with Williamsburg County?

I’ve been employed with Williamsburg County five A N

years and in law enforcement for eight.
For eight years?

Yes.

And who ¥you with before?

Lane'’s.

Just so these jurors can get to know you & little

- bit, will you please let them know where vyou’re

from, where you grew up, where you WwWent to school,

.dand what kind of training you have..

I was born in Los Angelés; California. Came down
here to South Carolina, graduated from Blakely Higﬂ

School over there in the Salters area. Graduated

-from the academy in 200 from South Carolina Criminal

Justice.

And you’ve been working herevin‘the Williamsburg
ared pretty much ever since?

I have. |

You said earlier, what division do you work with in

~the sheriff’s department?

Narcotics.

Okay and were you working on or around Juhe 13 of 7

20147
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The State. of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 16
T was.

Do you remember what night of the week that was?

‘No. I can’t remember what night of the week it was.

If I represent to you it was a. Friday night, would

you have any reason to disagree?

No sir.

Were you working with-anyone that3night?

I was.

: WHOJWere:you_Qorking with?

s I Qas'working with inVeétigator Scott who ié sitting
"ﬁight here. ‘ " o

gseth‘Scott.sitting right he:e.béSidélme?-

~Yes.

And whatvarea-of~Williamsburg‘County‘were y’all
working?
We were in the New Zion areéu That’S'the Cade$ ,

area.

aAnd is that Williamsburg County?

Yes sir. 1It’s all Williamsburg County.

Tell me what time did you start that day and well,

what time did you sﬁart that day?

Norméily ﬁyself and Invéstigatqr Scott, we étart
early. We probably'started‘around.twelVe that
evening.

Okay, twelveé in’the,afternoon?
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The State,cf‘soﬁth.Carolinawvs. Garrick Epps ‘ 1777

In the afternoon.

And was theré a point in time where you made contact
with a vehicle being driven by Mr. Garrick Epps?

Yes sir.

Arid this is the same Garrick Epps who’s sitting here
at the defense table with the beard?

It is.

Tell me about what time was this contact made?

Contact was made around 10:43 at night.

10:43 at night?

Yes 5ir.

And this is around the intersection where youi
diséussed'earlief? |

It was, New Zion Road.

Tell the ladies.and gentlemen of the juryiplease;
why did y’all make contact with him? A

We did a ;r— Wevwas‘patrollingvthe area, myself and
;nvestigator‘Scott. Made contact With,the‘vehicle
because the tag light...which .shou.ld be on, waén't-

oh. It was out and we did a traffi¢ stop “for the

tag light because we - couldn’ t read the tag on the .

vehicle. We did the traffic stop on thé vehicle.
For me and jury, when you say tag light, which lgght
are you specifically talking about?

The light that actually illuminates your South
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The.statekcggsoﬁth Cardliha-vsa Garrick Epps | 18
Carolina tag in the back of yourfvehiCle;
dkay. And that’s the one that makes the letters .

glow?

That’s right. s

Okay and so that light was out that particular ...
It was off, yes sir.

It is a violation of the South.Carolina law.

And for that.reaSon,‘you‘stOppéd him?

Yes sir.

Was‘thére‘any other'reaSOn that you stopped the
vehicle?

it was speeding a little bit withiﬁ,fhe fifty-five

zone. He did have a --- he -was speeding.

_ .
What kind of vehicle was it?

It was a gray in color Dodge Stratus. .

And a Dedge Stratus, is that a smaller car?

‘Smaller compact, yes.

Like an Accord-type vehicle?

Yes.

Was it a two door or & four door?
It was a four door.
Qkay and after you stopped thé vehicle, did it s£0p

for you?
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The State of South Carolina vs. Garrick Epps 19

And you said you had Investigator Scott with you?
Yes sir.

Tell me what y’all did next in terms of making
contact with the driver.

We made contact with the driver and I was the

~dnitial officer that made contact on the driver’s

side of the vehicle. I explained to him the reason e

for the traffic stop. Protocol, I asked him for his

driver’s license. At that time, Mr. Epps, who is

-sitting over there,  he looked at me and-saideell I

don’t have a South Carolina license. I just have a
I.D., which he handed me the I.D. At that time, I

handed the I.D. to Investigator Scott becéuse it was

_the two of us there so he could go and check it

through dispatch, but he already confirmed that it
was suspended. But we still have to confirm that it

is suspended.

If I could stop you there just so I can make sure i

know the full layout of everything. You said yéuA
handed. it to Investigator Scott. Where was he
during the initial stop? |

Investigator Scétt was on thé passenger side.

Qkay so youfre on the driver’s side, he’'s Od
passenger side. Waé Gar;ick:Epps the driver of the

vehicle? -

MMMMM



20

10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19

20

21

22

23

24

25

The State of South Carolina vs. Gériick Ebbs'W 20

He was the only occupant. ' He was thevdriver<ofithelk
vehicle.

YOU-anSWeredvmy next question. So there was no one
else in the vehicle?

There was: no one else.

Okay so you asked him for his license and he

provided you an identification?

Yes Sir.
Did hé provide any explanation about why he didn’t

provide a driver’s license?

oﬁvtrying tb.get.his license back.

Okay. When you get situations like thét as a law

enforcement officer; what is y’alls typical, I

guess, next step to figure out what . you néed to do?

Normally, like I said, protocol, even though you
- confirm it to be suspended, we still have to confirm

-it-throughzdispatchwand dispatch runs it through the

DMV, The Department of Motor Vehicles, that held all

of our records and that tells if our license is

over tbfdispatchh which Investigator Scott did, then
they’1l confirm it; if it is suspended or if it’'s
not under suspensiocn.

Okay and you said earlier that you gave the licénse

S L

The only thing he said to me was that he was working,

accurate or inaccurate. Once we relay the messade. A
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to Investigator Scott. Was he the one who went back
to cali dispatch?

He was the one that went back to the vehicle, yes
sirk. |

What were you doing?

I was initially still talking, spéaking to Mr. Epps.
Okay, during the process of this, did dispatch relay
any information to you about the status of Mr. Epps
driving?

I relayed it, like I said, to Investigator Scott.

At that time, Investigatoer Scott, he relayed it over

to me that he was under suspension.

Okay. And when someone is driving under suspension,
is that also a violation of the law?

It is a violation of South Caroliﬁa law.

And what would be the typical next step that y’all
would take as law enforcement officers if someone is
driving under suspension?' |

When the suspension came out to being third offense,

‘normally, to be honest with you, it was more than

the third offense. I think it was like his ninth.
But at that time, when he was asked to exit the
vehicle and we was going to take him into custody at

that time.

When you say take dinto custody,; you were going to




TN

,,,,,,,,

22

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20
21
22
23

24

25

P

o ¥ o

Tﬁe:Sté£éL§f Soﬁth CéroliqnggA;Gariick EEp§_ ‘22 
arrest him?
Place him under arrest.
Okay. Again, you said he wanthevonly'driver of the
vehicle?
Yes sir.
So whén you stopped the vehicle and you take someone
into custody and when there is no one else to drive
the vehicle, what is the standard.protbéol that the
shepiff’s?department takes in terms of-handling that
vehiecle?
The next étepgwhat we. do when someone iéAapp;éhehded

when they’re the only occupant of that vehicle, even

. if they’re not the oniy occupant,‘if'they’re not'the‘

Swner of that vehicle or even if they have another

occupant -in the vehicle and they’re not thé.ownér,

- .the car is still going to be towed because the owher

has to have. the wehicle. We do an inventory of the

vehicle and like I said, he was the only person so |

. we was going to inventory it.

Okay and that’s before you tow a vehicle,.yOu

inventory it?

. Yes sir.

And had there been a tow truck called by this point?

Yes sir. Investigator Scott had the tow truck.

This investigator right here?
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s
anything'that could come back andvsomebody say is ’
missing or taken that wasn’t there. |
That’s how y’all make sure that there’s nothing
missing?

Yes sir. )

And thét’s to protect the sheriff’s department from
getting sued?

Yes sir.

Now did y’all do an. inventory of this vehicle?

We did. | | )

The Sféﬁéde:Sduth.Carolinaivs. Garriék‘Epps 23

Yes sir.

Now, te&ll these ladies and gentlemen of the jury
what an inventory searc¢h is, please.

Inventory search is mostly we document things that
may be of valie that have to be toWéd.With the:
vehicle in case later on Someodne can’t say I had é
diamond ring or I(had:this in here and it”s missing.
So; we do a thorough search of the vehicle,
inventory it and document eVérythiﬂg that we see to
value or may not be of value. But we document

everything so that our department can be safe of

And when y’all.search these vehicles, do y’'all look
in all the nooks and crannies to make sure you're
not missing anything?

We look, yes sir.
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'(M\ 1 Qi Tell me, typically, where y"all are going to search
, :
o 2 in a veéHicle.
3 A:  We start off from the outer shell and we look to SQe
4 . if any dents because it can be towed and we have had |.
5 it whére someone’s car got damaged literally before
6 the tow and they tried to say it was damaged after
7 the tow so we do the outer shell of the vehicle.
8 Once we finish the outer shell of the vehiéle, we go
9 - inside and wé document. A lot of pe0ple,5ave
10 | expéensive radios, we look in glove boxes because
i1 people keep items-in the glove box. We look in the
12 trunk'becauséfpeople-keep things in the trunkﬁ We
. 13 : look any and every place that valuables or
| 14 | unvaluable things are kept. And we document.

15 : And that’s what you did in this case?

16 That’s what we did.
17 Did y’all look in ‘the glove box?

oI I -

19 And was ‘it just you.iéoking or was it you and

20 ‘Investigator Scott looking? _

21 a: It was myselfminitrally'startéd tﬁe inventory;

22 Q: And-wheh y’all opened the glove box, did anything,
23 f h did you find anything of'note-in'there? |

24 | A: Yes sir.

i

25 | ©Q: What did you find? } e

s

S
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Soon as I opened the glove box, there was a purple
in color bag, those purple Crown Royal bag that the

alcohol come in. And at that time when we opened

the glove box, from my experienceé and being around

the substance, I smelled a strong odor of marijuana
scént coming frem it. From the glove box itself.
We inveéntoried the bag which ‘was the only thing in

the box but the registration and stuff.

So just to be clear, the only thing in glove: box was -

the Crown Royal bag and4then.registration?
Registration and the brochure of the car. Telling
you about that car. That was in there.

Okay so dia you take the CroWn-ROyal‘bag out. and
loock in it?

We did.

Tell me what yoﬁ found in that Crown Royal bag.

As soon as we opened the bag there was numerous
individual bags of marijuana. Once I took the bag
and. emptied the.bag out, there came niné bags of
éoCaine'Ease and. there was four individual bags of
crack cocaine. And all of thém was in smaller

ziploc, those smaller like those big ziploc that you

put food in them. It’s just the real small ones.

>They all was in there individual own pack.

Now if I could pause you there because you. said nine

i,
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individual bags. Did you say cocaine base or was it
the nine bags? What was it?

It was cocalne.

Okay not cocaine base?

Not cocaine base.

At this point, did.youﬂanW~fon sure that it was
cocaine? | |

From my expefiénce, yes I did but I still did a

field test on it.

'Okay and then there were four bags of cocaline base,

- ¢rack cocaine?

Crack cocaine, yes.

Okay so you said you did a field test on them.

I did.

What is a field test?

A field test is just in short that'officer_which'is
testing it is believed to be. It gives you a
positive reaction that’s saying yes or no that this
is not what you expect it to be. iI~did a field test
Qf the’cfack cocaine and the cocaine'andbnofmally
when,you‘teSt itvwiﬁh our test kit, it's géinggfo\
turn blue, which when I tésted'it, it turned blue,
both of them.

Now y’all still sent it off for official testing,

correct?
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We still, yeah, that’s just protocol. We do it but
we still sénd it off to a specialist and let the
analysis determiné that.

And so at this.junctuxe, you had what you believe,

‘enough to arrest him for cocaine and the crack

cocaine?

Yes, sir.

And as well as the DUS?

And the DUS; yes, sir.

Qidﬁy”all take him under arrest at that point?

Yes sir.

And did y*'all have the vehicle towed?

It was towed.

And what did you do with the=cocaine»and~the crack -
cocaine that you founa —'what;didxyou db'oncevyou
'got back to the sheriff’s department? "

Protocol when we seize or find items of that nature,
we turn it into our evidence where they can send it
to the anélysis so their expertise can have it also
and make & possible I.D. And I turned it‘intO‘OUr
evidence castédian and had it sent off.

Did you also search Mr. Epps?

Can you say that again, I didn’t hear you.

""" ialsb search Mr. Epps following ...

We did.
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Did you find anything else of note on him?

No, the only thing thHat wds seized was the $292.00.
So there was money on him?

Thére,wasi

And can you recall what the denominations were that
were broken down?

Literallyy T think it,was in hund;éds, twenties,
tens, and fives.

Okay and it was aktbtal of $2927

$2§2; .And;I think it was $2 or something Iike that..
Okay. This all happened in Williamsburg County?

It allvhappened in Williamsburg County-.

And the individual seated, the defendant, Mr.

Garrick Epps; he was the one who was driving the

vehicle that night?

Yes sir.

He was the sdnmé individual Qho,had $292‘Qn.him?
Yes sir.-

And had thé chaipe and the ciaék,cocaine divided
into nine bags of cocaine and four bags of crack
éacaine?

Yes sir.

And it was in his glove box?

It was.

Mr. Brown: Please answer any of Mr. Carraway’s
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questions.

MR. WATSON - CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. CARRAWAY:

0:

Alright you told me what he said about the driver’s
license. I think you asked him for hiS'driver's.
License, right?

I did, yes sir.

Okay and you told us what hé‘said then. What did he
say then?

He said he,didn’f have a dri&er’s-license“ He was
in the process of trying to get it back.

Okay. And but you didn’t tell me what he told you
about these drUgsﬁ..v

Mr. Brown: Your Honor; may we approach briefly?

(Attorneys appxoach-bench'without.court reporter)

Mr. Carraway: Court’s indulgence.

Q: Now, he didn’t give you any trouble out there did
he? |

A: No, sir. He didn't give me any trouble at all.

Q: Okay; and he didn’t say anything wheﬁ he pulled
right over is that right? .

A YES,'sir, he did.

Qx Pulled right over. And a lot of places you éan'hide A
things in a car, isn’t that right?

Ax  You can. |

Q: Yeah, a lot of places. That's not hiding anything -
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in a glove compartment is it?

I wouldn’t - I can’t answer that because certain may
call that a hiding spot and certain people may not
call that a hiding spot.

Okay. But that’s the first place you went to isn’t
it?

No, sir, we ditht initially start off at the éloVe
box. We started on the outside. |

Well when{you got in the car?

When we g9t in the car, we looked  in the seats,
uﬁderrthe'seats Eefbre-we‘ﬁit the glove box.

That would actually be the last place you would

- look.

The glove box?
Yés.
No, sir. The last place that we looked in at that

present time was the trunk.

» Okay but I'm talking about inside the car. That’s

about the last ?lacé you’d look, isn’t it? -

I wouldn't-say that} Every offiCer Qéerates
differently. |

But, you said, that’s not where you went to first.
NOV’I stgrted‘on’the’qutside*of thefgerimeter.

But you Said when you went into the car, you went

under the seat.
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I locked in the seat and T looked in the glove box.
And you looked under the seats and all of that,
right? |
Yes.

Okay. Didn’t find anything anywhere else? That’s
the only place you found was in this Crown Royal
bag?

Yes, sir.

Is that right?

Yes sir.

Okay. Was he nice and polite to you Qhen you. talked
to him?

He was, he was.

Okéy. And had he been fishing that day?

Well that’s what he claimed, he was fishing, yes

sir. He ¢laimed. I can’t literally say he wasn’t

because I wasn’t at the pond with him but that’s

Whaﬁ he claimed.

He actually showed you some fish, didn’t he?
Hé:had somé fish in the car, yes.

He had them in a bucket, right?

Yes éir, it was in a bucket,'yesr sir.

Okay. Why when I ask you if he’d been fishing,
why’d you act like well I'm not sure whéther if he

had or not?
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Well, I can’t tell you exactly when he went fishing

that day. The fish could’ve been in there all day.
I don"t want to say he just got done fishing but
yeah had a fish ~-- he had some fish in a bucket.
He had é rod and reel, didn’t he?

He had a rod and reel in there.

This was nighttime, wasn’t it?

It was around iO$43 that night, yes, sir.

Okay. How light was it at ‘this time of year? How
light did it stay, what time of year was this? Did
it.get.dark‘late at this time of year or what?

It was daylight savings time'so itvwas arOQnd June,
June, yeah June so the days were a little 1oﬂger;
And,Qou:Said what time did this happen?

10;43. | |

What time:do you have there that it-happéned?
22:13. | |

And what time is tﬁat?

That’s military_time; That’s 10:43 am. As. you can

‘sés as you’re.coming out of the —-- it’s 10:13. I'm

sorry. 10:13.

8o it’s not 10:43., 1It’s 10:13.

10:13. That was my mistake, yes, sir.

Okay. Didn’t y’all talk about the fish. You asked

him about it?
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A: Well, yeah it was a conversation that he struck up,

yes, sir.

Q: Okay: And actually y’all were there for a while
because I think the records department - y’all - no
matter what he tells you, y’'all have’qQﬁ to run a
record check?

Az We have to, that’s right.‘

Q: Is that right?

A: Yes sir.

Q: And there was a delay here - y’all stayed there
about half hour with him, didn’t you?

A It was, dispatch was running slow that night.

Qr Dispatch was running slow. Wasn’t their fault but
they were getting information from Columbia and
Columﬁia was slow. Is that right or something_liké
that. But, anyway, you were not able to get his
record and you wére there for about a half hour with
him, isn’t that right?

Mr. Brown: I object to the nérra‘tive, of the
question, Your Honor.
The Court: It’s been asked and answered.

Q: But you were there for about a half hour with him
weren’ t' you?

A:  We were there for a whilé.

0 Okay. What does this time mean right here?

33
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1 As That’s the‘closing time. @And that’s 11:44 and
S 2 military time is 23:44.
3 Q: So, ¥y'all were out there that long?
4 Az No, that’s the actual closing time of when the case
5 ~ was completed. Closing when you/re at the jail and
5 all that.
7 Q: That's at the jéil?
8 A: Yes, sir.
9 i 0: Butvy’éll’weré out thére for about a half hour
16 | waiting on the ...
11 | A We were out thefe;Waitingwon the record, yes sir.
"12 Qs Okay; And; he,.of_COurSe,'didn"t want‘you.to-tow'
13 T .- the car. - He wanted his girlfrienq_to.éome get'it
s 14 | ahd all of that. He called her? |
.15 ~ A: - Yes, he wanted that'to<happen; |
16 Q:  Okay. But y’all can’t --- if she’d gotten there,
17 | : What\coqld you- have doﬁe?
18 Az Nothing. We-can'rélease --- we could release his
19 | fish over to ﬂer‘or:his canes; but our department is
" 20 not going to release a vehicle,if:it;s notfthe‘owﬁér
21 ,béCausé‘if his giflfriend would have taken that car
22 | and go down the road anhd wreck it, it would’ve come
23 : back éfter;me and my departmént- So it would.have
24 | t6 be thée owner if we released the car and thét?s,

25 if, the car is released.

/’\\

e
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Okay. But she never got thére, is that right?

She got there right after I think it was ==- I think
the wrecker was there when she did arrive.

Okay. But the car actually didn”t belong to her.

It belonged to her mother or ...

Yés, sir.

Is that, right?

Yes, sir.

Okay. So he was driving his girlfriend’s, a car

when it was actually in his girlfriend’s mother’s

name?

It was, ‘yeah.

In her mother”s name so you couldn’t have released
it to anybody but her mother?

That’s right.

Is that right?

Yes, sir.

And his tail lights and all were on, were they not?

The tail lights were working, the signal lights,

it’s just the light over the license plate that was
out.

The illumination of the tag, yes;, sif;

Okay, but, everything else was working fine but that

oné thing?

' Yes, sir.
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Is that right? |
Yes, sir.
And I think you may have said that he was driving a
little fast?
Yéah, he was.
And he told you he.was late getting home?
He was.
That’s what he:tbld,you?
Yes, sir, that’s what he told me.
You didn’t find any drugs on him?
No, not on him.
On his person?
Not on his person.
Not. on his person. He had soéme cCarpeting tools in

the car tod, didn’'t he?

He did sir.

What all did he have?

I really can’t tell ...

Okay, but y”’all took those out right?

Mr. Brown: Objection. Relevance, Your. Honor?

The Court: How’s that relevant in this case.

Mr. Carraway: ©Okay. Question withdrawn. I don’t

any further questioens, thank you.

The Court: Do you have any further questions?

MR. WATSON - REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN:
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Just to clarify. I got lost a Yittle bit. The
actual stop actually tock place 22:13 which is 10:13
at night? |
It wds at 22:13. Thaf'S:lO:13;

And the case was closed at 23:44, so 11:447

11:44, yes sir.

And that was after being completely booked in and
everything?

Yes sir.

And this is all twenty minutes away from the jail
where you made the stop?

Yes, sir. ’

Ahd-y’alifhave to inventory the vehicle. About ﬁoW"
long does thét take?

Debending on --- L really wouldn’t ‘'say a time value
because depending on what the person may have in the
vehicle but normally if it’s nothing really in it,
probably, in and out, probably ten minutes.

And how long did‘you have to wait for the tew truck?
Wé:waitea-probablyvabout --- 1t was probably like
thirty-five minutes if I’m not --— That’s an
estimate also that I'm giving you.

So. and how long does it take to book someone in?
They can book someone in prbbably if’they get:them

in within five minutes they tan have ‘them,
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8o y’all had him on the side of the road
investigating, what, about thirty minutes total?

Yes sir. .

And that includes the inventory of the vehicle?
Yes-sir;

And at 10:13 at night, was it already pretty dark
out? |

It was dark.

~ Mr. Brown: That’s all. No further guestions.

next

The Court: You may step down.. You may call your
witness:

Mr. Brown: Yes; Your Honor; may it please The Court?

The State will call Ms. Barbara Proctor from Williamsburg

County Sheriff’s Department.

Clerk: Place your left hand on the Bible and raise

your right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm that

the testimony that you are about to give will be the

truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so

help you God?

Ms. Proctor: I do.
Clerk: Okay, yol can have a seat.
Mr. Brown: May it please the Court?

The Court: Yes, sir

‘MS. PROCTOR - EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN :

Q:

Ms. Proctor, for these ladies and gentlemen of the
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Jury, will you please let them know your name, and I
put. you down as Investigator but your official rank
over at the Williamsbuirg County Sheriff’s
Department.

I’m Barbara Proctor and I’m the evidence coordinator
at the Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Department.
Should I call you Ms. Proctor or Coordinator
Proctor?

Ms.. Proctor.

.Ms,‘Proctor?. Ms. Proctor, how long have you beéen

with the Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Départment?
Almost a year.

And prior to that, where did you work?

I worked at Clarehdon Céunty Magistrate’s Office and
Clarendon County Sheriff’s Office.

Okay and did you work evidence over in Clarendon
County Sheriff’s Department as well?

Seven years.

 Okay for these ladiés and gentleémen. of the jury,

will you please kind of let them know what your job
is as the evidence custodian?

I have tO‘havé the care; custody and‘COnﬁrol 6f any
and all evidence that the officers may collect while
they’ re out on patrol or during an investigation.'

My job is to hang o6n to,that.éVidence, carry it
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where it needs to go, pic¢k it up and bring it back,
keep it, bring it to Court.

Specifically dealing with drug cases, can you please
iet them know =-- let thé jury know ~--- what the, I
guess how drugs are brought to you and what the
protocol is in terms of you collecting that and what
you do from there.

The drugs are placed in what we éall a Best Kit and

I don’t have one with me, but it comes with a clear

envelope and yod séal it gnd5it has all kinds of
pape;work with it that -you can allow t0=descnibe
what you found so that you know what you have. Once
I get it, I keep it and I make a trip to Sumtef,and
carry all Best Kits at one time. I drop thgm off at
thé chenmists there to;test them and when théy’re

réady, I go back and pick them up and then I keep

‘them in the evidence room until court.

WhénAybu talk about chemist, you’re talking about
Joe Powell here? o
That’s correct.

NOW'Werevyou thé éerson.who was in.chargé of -
'transpOrtiné these narcotics back in June of 20147
At that particular time, the evidence room~wés still
under Captain Timmons. . I was with him already in

there and the two of us, he actually signed off on

s .
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deliverirng them- but I was with him.

Mr. Brown:‘Pérmiésion to approach Your Honor. I'm
going to approach with State’s number one. Permission to
gpproach?

The Court: Yes sir.

Qs Earlier on, you mentioned a Best Kit: Can you
identify this as a Best Kit? |

Az That’s one.

Q:  And pleése tell us again, what is the purpose of
those?

Az To start with, it’s to give:the officer a safe place
to ﬁut it so that it is sealed. It’s just what is
usedAto make a delivery and I‘m sure Mr. Eowell cén
‘explain a Best Kit a little better than I can. He
seals it back in this. The inside is what the
officer seals it in and then Joe seals it back in
this. |

Q: - And for the record, I'm showing State’s number one.
How do y’all seal thé inside package?

A: Tt has a little tapé that yoﬁ peal off and press it
together and it has to be pretty much cﬁt.

Q And do y’all do anything to signify when y’all seai
Vit to~makéA§ure'that seal is not broken beforevitfs
taken to Joe Powell or SOmébody'with SLED or Whoéver

the case may be?
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Yeah, whoever seais it in this case. It was'Watson,
you have to sign it and date it. That kind of
stuff. Once he seals it, if the seal is broken for
any reason,fthen I"m pretty sure Joe’s not going to
take it. He would testify that the seal was in tact

when he got it.

After these drugs were taken in and you were the

one; it was actﬁally Captain Tiﬁmans;Who.tranSPOrted
it butvau_iode with him that day?

T was with him.

And y’all dropped it off at Joe Powell’s. Where is
Joe Powéll\lﬁéated?wx

At the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office.

Doés hé tést the drugs for the Williamsburg County
Sheriff’s Department?:

He does as of this date. _This was the first batch

that we carried on 6/24.

And he’s been testing them'éVer sincézfor us?
Right.

Aftéf-the»druqs afé»téstEd, who picks‘them up and
brings them back?

I went on July 14 and brought them back to thé
sheriff’s office and that’s where they ...

Since that time, it has beern your job to maintain

those and make sure no one’s messed with them or
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anything?

That’'s correct.

You have indicators on that package right there to
indicate those were the same drugs that you drove to
Joe Powell and the same ArugS:that you picked up
from Joe Powe;l and drove back and maintained since
today’s date?

Right. We have agcoﬁtrol number that’s: on heére and
we have the list of control numbers where-ﬁhey're
dropped off.

Cén yoﬁ testify'cleérly today that those drugs have
not been tampered with in any way since you picked
them up from Joe Powell and that they were not
tampered with inr ahy way beéfore they were dropped
off with Joe Powell?

Thatfs correéct.

Alright, and you’re with Williamsburg County
Sheriff's Department?

|

I am.

And you’re the one who brought them to the court
room today?

That’'s correct.

Mr. Brown: Please answer any of Mr. Carraway’'s

questions.

Mr. Carraway: I don’t have any questions.
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The Court: Okay, please step down.
Mr. Brown: At this time, The State calls Joe Powell.

Clerk: Place your'léft hand on the Bible and raise

your right hand. Do you solemely swear and affirm that

the testimony you are about to give will be the truth,

the whole truth, and nothing but thé truth so help you

‘God?

Mr. Powell: Yes I do.
Clerk: You may take your seat.

Mr. Powell: Thank you.

. Mr. Brown: May it please The Court, Your Honor?

- The Court: Yes:

MR. POWELL - EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN:

Q:

Mr.. Powell for these ladies and gentlemen.Qf‘the

jury, will you, the same questiqn‘you'vé heard.ﬁe
ask everybody else - will-you—pleésé let them know
whp ybﬁ are, wherg_you-work; aﬁd>whatAyou£.£ank is?
Please spell your‘last;name for the court reporter.
Yes my name is Joséph Powell P-O-W-E-L-L. I’m
éurrently employed at the Sumter County Sheriff’s.
Office as é EOrensic‘Chemistﬁ . I'"ve been working
there approximately foﬁr.yearsu |

Piior to working with Sumter County Sheriff’s
Department, where did you wo:k?

Originally I .came to work at the South Carolina Law
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Enforcement Division, known as SLED. i started out
in the drug area, the drug chemistry area and after
ten years; we developed the trace evidence, where I
moved into the superviser’s area. I continued to
work there through my career for 27 years and
retired. i was enjoying the life of retirement with
my wife and grandchildren. My wife thought it mighﬂ
be good if I found a job so Sumter County had an
opening and.I took .and I’ve been employed there
since. —

So you work for Sheriff Anthony Dennis ﬁow?

That 1s correct. !
Now so you worked for SLED for how long? 37Ayears?
Is that right?

27 years.

27? My apologies. Please lét,fhese jurors kind of
know a little bit about yourself and how you "
actually got into a job like that. Let them know

what kind of education and’background«YOQ have

 Original1y, I went to school at University of

Southern Mississippi;,; working on my bachelor of
science degree in chemistry. After receiving that
as well as a nifio¥ in conmputer science, I came to

South Carolina to continue my studies in the area of
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chemistry. However, as I was studying for my
advanced dégree, we had a issue in my family that I
had to go and take care of and so I had %o juét stop
and take care of that issue. The job opening at
SLED became available and I went and was hired by,

at that time, the person over SLED was JP Strom. I

- wag hired ahdtWOrking'for>the-department where I

went through an -extensive in-house training program

in the area of drug analysis and how to be able to

operate the instruments neceséary to accomplish
those tasks, After completinig my traiping, I then
took on a case load:of ten counties where iAwas
involved in aﬁaljsiS'from those counties.
Williamsburg County was actually one éf thoSe
counties. And I continued working in-those<Casés
from those counties up untile actually moved into
the.trace evidence department. After I moved to

trace evidence, I becémenianlved with other types

of analysis and came to court and testified to ‘those
results, both for drugs-aS'wéll as trace evidence

until I retired.

And you $aid you have come to court. and testified.
How many times have you testified in court to
today’s date?

I've probably testified total over 600 times. Of
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1 which in the drug area 330 times.
. 2 Q: And have you ever béen qualified as an expert in
rrrrrrr 3 ' drug analysis?
4 | A: Yes, sir. I’ve been qualified in Federal, State,
5 local and Magistrate level.
6 Q: Do you know'apprOXimatély how many times?
7 A Well, it would be split among those 330.
8" o5 Have you ever not been qualified as an expert in
9 E ‘ drug analysis?
10 Az .No, sir, I’ve always been qualified every time I've
11  been asked to testify in a drug case.
12 0: Your Honor, at this time, I'd offer Jbé Powell as an
1,’3 | expert in drug analysis.
14 | The Court: Okay.
B 15 Mr. Carraway: Without objections.
16 The Court: The Court so finds him as an expert"i-n
17 drug analysis.
18 | (Stétefs Exhibit Number One for I.D.)
19 Mr. Brown: Permissioh to approach with State’s
20 , number 172
21 | Q: And this is.for I.D. only right now~but.do,§ou
22 '_ recognize this package right here? :
23 Az Yes sir. It’'s a sealed pouch, which bears my
24 | initials and the date that I sealed it. | Contained
25 | within is a plastic container, which we call avBest

K
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Kit. When I was-at SLED, I helped design these

. kits. They're actually called a Best Evidence

‘Storage: Systeém. What it has in here is the items of

evidence, drugs that were submitted. The interior
plastic has also been sedled and has my ihitials and
date on it also.

And so based on Seeing your initidls on there, do

they seem to be modified in any way or distorted?

No sir. Everything is in the same condition it was
when I sealed it.

- And does that mean anything significant to you?

That means that everything that I analyze and place

back inside here is still here. Nothing has been

tampéréd with or changed.

Okay, so those are the same ones that you tested?
The'S§me'drugs?'

Yes sir, that’s correct.

Mr. Brown: Your Honor, at this time, I would offer -

State’s number one into evidences.

The Court: What says the defense?

Mr. Carraway: Without objectien.

{State’s Exhibit Number One was marked)

AQ:
A:

Q.

Can you open that package up, please?
Yes sir.

And it h&s not. beeh openéd before today’s date,
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correct?

That’s Eorrect.

So you’re opening it the first time it in front of
the jury?

Yes, sir.

Since you tested it.

I’m-oéening it. ‘This is the first time it’s been
opened since I sealed it.

Do you need some scissors. We might have some up
here.

Scissors would be wonderful.

How about a letter opéner?

We’ll try it.

Mr. Brown: Permission to approach, Your Honor?

What is contained in that package?

What’:s inside the sealed container is going to be

the other sealed container which is the actual Best
Kit packaéei As you can see; it bears my iﬁitials
and it also has within it two plasticfbaés which
contains the powder and also the craék or the base
C§Caine that wasAanalyzed'in this case.

Can I see that, pleaSéL

Yes, sir.

Okay 8o yoﬁ have - I'm sérry, explain that to me

again. You have one bag right here that has the
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crack rock and this one has the powder?

Yes, sir. It’s all combined together in two

And. what are ﬁhese-other”packageswdr bags that you

seé ‘inside of here?

Those would’ve been the original containers that
contained the material when I received them.

Okay, whén you received them, how-wasAit‘packaged?
It was originally‘within\this. It had been sealed
with this green envelope. I did not opén the
éenvelope from the seal S£de+ I opened it up from

the bottom side. I removed the contents. Inside of

here there wasvgoing to be, there was ten plastic

bags containing some white powder and there was four
plastic bags containing some hard material that was
off-white material.

And that was how Ms. Proctor and Captain Timmons

brought it to you?

That is correct.

And that’s Captain Timmohs right theré-on~thé'tép of
the steps, correct? . |

Yes, sir. -

Okay, after you receive it, what’s y’alls protocol\
on how you test these substances?

First thing that I will do is I will take and do an
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inventory of the evidence. I want to find out what
is there. So T counted the number of bags. ‘I‘méde
a note of those counts and then took and since I had
multiple bags, I needed to test each bag to see if
they’ re the same material. So then ‘ten bags that
had the white material, I tested all ten of those
before combining fhem tbgether to be able to get a

wéight. ©Once I had accomplished getting the weight,

-I then took and ran the material on an instrument

that allowed me to get a fingerprint; a molecular
fiﬂgéfpriht of what it’s made of, what the material
may be. I did the same process with fhe hard
material, the off-white material. Iitested those
four bags, determined they were all thg same;
combined them together to get a weight éndﬁalso fan
the analysis on it. |

Now, when you say fingerprint, you”re not talking
about like I might leave if I touch the table like

that. What do you mean by molecuiar‘fingerprint?

: A molecular fingerprint is going to be the

identification of chemicals based upbn,their
structure. What this allows you to do it actually

break these molecules down and the way they‘break is

‘unique to molecule. So if I'm looking at a molecule

of one type of material, it’s going to have a unique
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pattern compared to sométhing else.

When you first received these packages, was it nine
or ten individual bags'éf co&aine?

I counted ten individual containers with white
powder.

Okay, and they all appear to be the same approximate

weight?

. The appearance was about the same, yes, sir.

Okay, and how many bags of crack cocaine did you
find?

I found four bags which contained the off-white

material.

And did theéy also appear to be pretty equally

divided up in terms of their weight?

Approximately, yes, sir.

And when you tested these, starting off each
individually, the‘ten bags of cocaine and the four_

bags of- crack cocaine, did they actually test

| positive-on'this.molécular fingerprint that yoﬁ

discussed és‘cocéine and créck‘cocainé?v
Yes’sir,vthh the cocaine hydrochloride and the
cocaine base of the cocainé~crack,~either*wayjyou
want to describe it, tested out as being cocainé.
There were just two different forms. The cocaine

hydrochloride is a form you would normally get that
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is shipped over from another country. You take off
'the:hydrochloric:acid it become what’s known as the
base so we have both types there.

Okay, and when you said take off, that’s what éeople
talk about.ceokipg crack cocaine, things of that
natﬁre?

Yes‘sir. You add a base to-it and shook off the ACL
off of it.

Did you prepare a drug ahalysis based on your
findings in this particular case?

Yes, sir, I did.

And you’ve already testified that each one of the

teri bags testeéd positive for cocaine and the four

" bags tested positive for crack cocaine. Did you

find official microscopic weights of these
particiilar substances?

I have a total weight of cumulative of each one of

© the types of cocaine.

Okay. We’ll start out with the powdered cocaine. .

‘Yes sir. The powdered cocaine, the total weight of

1.66 grams and that is, éf course, a scheduled 2
drug. '

Okay. And with the crack cocaine, did you test that
one as well?

I did.
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And. how much did it weigh out?

0:71 grams.

Okay. ©0-71 grams?

Th@t’slcorrect-

So there was a to£al of a little over two grams of
cocaine in that car but .71 grdams were crack?
That’s correct. |

Okay. Now you weren’t present at ﬁhat car that day
correct?

No, sir, I was not.

Do you have any independent knowledge about anything

_that happened tHere other than just testing the

- drugs that were brought to you?

Other than the information that was provided as far
as log issues and stuff, I know nothing about this

case at all.

- Okay, and after you finished testing those and after

you finished reépackaging it, did you do anything.

else other than repackaging‘it and sending it back

to the Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Department?

" Once I had placed the matérial,back_into the bags, I

sealed it. I then placed it inside of this enVelope
where I sealed it and,Ixretu;ned it until I turned

it over to Ms. Proctor when she came I gave it to

her and I did not see it until this time today.
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Q: Alright. By the way, is this package now currently
sealed wherée no one can get any of this on their
hands if they touch the packaging?

Ar It’s properly sealed also...

Mr. Brown: Your Hénor, at this time, I‘woﬁld,like to
publish this to the jury and let them pdss it around.
The Court: Okay.

Qi And you came here today from Sumter «County to
testify?

A Yes, sir I did.

Mr: Brown: Court’s indulgence.
0: In your training and dealing with narcotics, do you
‘ever go out onto the streets and I guess --- are you

trained té know the street value of drugs?

it all depends on f—f I;ve seen cccaine and other
drugs go up and down through my entire career.

Q: Okay. 803 you would»nbt bevable~to-give me accurate
testimony on that?

A: No, 8ir, I would not want to render*aﬁ opinion. It
has‘valﬁe.the-mOment it’s%purchased_and that’s all I
can tell you.

Q: bkay.

Mr; Brown: Please .answer any questiong Mr. Carraway

may have.
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Mr. Carraway: T HhaVe no guestions.

The Court: Okay. You may sStep down.

Mr. Powell: Thank you sir.

Mr. Brown: I’m’going to let the jury finish looking
at that before I call my next witness. Your Honor, for
the last witness, we”ll ecall Investigator Seth Scott with
the Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Depdrtment.

«Qierk: Place your left hand on the Bible and raise
your right hand. Do you solemely swear and affirm that
you are about to givéiwill'bertheJtruth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth sé ﬁeib-you=God?

‘}Mr. Scott: Yes ma’am. m

Clerk: Alright take yéur seat in-théewitness box.

}Mrs Brown: May it please the Court, Your Honor?

The Court: Yes,‘Sir,

MR. SETH SCOTT - EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN:

C . Q: Investigator Scott, same question I’ve started

~

everybody else with, will you please le£ these
ladies and gentlemen of ‘the jury know who you are,
what}yOUr'rank.it, where you work, for oﬁr»court
reporter, please spell your last name.

A: 'My name is.Seth_Scdtt s—c—o—T—T. I work with
Williamsburg County Sheriff’s Office as an
investigator. 1I’ve been in,laQ‘enfOrcement for

about ten years.
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Were yoéu trained in the Soﬁth Carolina Law
Enforcement Academy?

I was.

AndvyOu’ve been with the Williamsbﬁrg:County
Sheriff’s Deparﬁment‘thESe'teﬂ_years or have you
worked elsewhere as well? .

I"ve worked in other departménts.

Have you always worked inm the Williamsburg County
region or did.you work outside of the...

I worked outside of the region as.well.

Okay.. Where=ﬁeré-you borﬁvand raised?

I was born in Augusta, Georgia and I was-iaised in.

Aiken,; South Carolina. ..

-Aiken, Squﬁh Carolina? = And Whén»did,yQu move up

‘here to the Williamsburg:tegion?

I don’t live in Williamsburg County.
Okay, how about this particular area? The Pee Dee

region?

About -twenty-six yedrs ago, something like that.

Now Investigator Scott,  you aré a narcotics

investigator with the sheriff’s department?
I am.

And were you working along with Investigator Watson

‘back in June 13%™, 20147

I was.
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Okay. You were in here earlier when Investigator
Watson testified, correct?

T was.

Okay and were you, what he téstified té, is that én
éccurate representation as to what you recal} going
on that night? | |

It was. -

Were ydu?presént,during the inVentory Sea;ch of the

vehicle?

I was.

And were you also present when the Crown Royéi'bag

."was foﬁnd in the glove box?

I was.
As has been ‘testified by Investigator Watson as well
és by‘Joe‘Powelly-was that an accurate

representation of the packaging that was received

'that night?

It was,

Arid you were present when Mr, Garrick Epps as

- arrested, .correct?

I was.
Now &z a narCOtics_inveéiigatOr, are'you invélved in;
the, I don’t want to say ihvolved in the drug trade,
are you invo1ved in investigating narcotics

transactions in the Williamsburg area?
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I am.

As a part of that, are you also involved in the
process of taking part in finding olit values of
drugs at the current time and things of that nature?
I am.

And you’ve been here as the.drugs that were
introduced into eviderice that are now in evidence.
Do you have the ability, just based on your
experience being out in the field, to tell these
jurors about: the approximate street value of those
drugs?

Well, it varies like Mr. Powell said on supply and
deménd and it also depends on who you’re actually
dealing with at the time. You can charge soémebody
charges one ‘thing and charge somebody else Somethiné
totally different. It also depends on the narcoties
you’ ré buying at the time.

Could you give us approximate high and low estimates
about each one of those bags of pQWder-CQcéine
would’ve sold for on the StreétS?; Well, they’re mot
individually packaged anymore. |
Mr..Brown:_ Permission to approach?

The Court: Yes sir.

Do you have any indepeﬁdeﬁt re&ollettion as to how

they, about the size of each bag?




60

10

11

12
13

14

15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

o oBoo B O

jmhe'ééate Sf‘Séuth ¢érolin& vs. Garrick ﬁﬁ§5‘ SQ
Vaguely. Usually when you get crack packaged in
bags likg ==- ther&"s a little piecé right there.
That’s like about forty.

Forty dollars worth?

Yes. Individual rock.

Okay .

But I mean, that's Just an estimate.

- Abdut what does a gram of cocaine sell for these

days?

I’ve -seen a gram.of cocaine sell from.anywﬁere from
$60 to over a hundred. |

Okay so when it'was testified that thére was»l;7

grams, would that mean anywhere from'lzo-to over

3200 worth of cocaine?

That’s about right.

And how about a gram of crack cocaine? What does

that sell for today?
It varies. I mean; it’s hard to say. I mean, it

varies.

‘How a@bout you said thHat one rock was about $40

worth? And it was individually -

About $40 worth for a rock that size.
Bnd it was testified earlier by Mr. Powell that they
were pretty equally divided, would it be fair to say

that it was ...
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A Depending on what the weight of one of those bags
was, probably about $40 worth.,

Q: Okay and there were four different bags df them?

A: Yes.

Mr. Brown: Okay, no further guestions.

Mr. Caﬁraway: I don’t have any questions.

Mr. Brown: Your Honor, at this time, Thé State
rests.

The Court: Ladies and gentlemen, we’re going to take
a ten minute break. I remind you don’t discuss this case
and’we’re:going.to_come.back and finish'the:testimony.

So go to the jury room and we’ll get y"all back out in
about ten minutes,
(Jury exits courtroom 11:17 a.m.)

The Court: Mr. Epps?

Mr. Eppsg Yes sir?

Thé Court: How about stand -up and raise &our right
hand, sir. |

{Mr. Epps complies)

The Court: Do you .‘soiemelyv swear that the wte’stim‘ony
you are going to give me will be the trut:h,’the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God?

Mr. Epps: Yes sir. |

The Court: You can put your hand down. The State

has rested their case. Now you have an opportunity to

61
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put up any evidérice you want to or testify. You don’t

have to testify. If you don’t testify, I will instruct

the jury that they cannot hold that against you in any
way. They can’t éven discuss that. But you certainly
have a right to testify. 1If you do choose to testify,

then you’re going to be subject to cross examination just

like any other witness. Do you understand that? You

have a right to remain silent and you don’t have to
testify. It is your constitutional right to testify or

not. to testify. In other words, your lawyer can-advise

you as to what he thinks you should or should not do.

But it’s your‘fight;' Do you understand that?

Mri"zpps: Yes sir. |

Tha:Couﬁt:.And if you do decide to testify,AthQn
you’re subject to cross examination. I dbn’t know;
whether you’ve got a crimin?l record that qUaléfiéé; but
if you do the& may be able to bring out some of yodr past
iecoxds.if_you choose to testiﬁy. Do you understand
that? | | | |

Mr. Epps: Yes sir.

Theé Court:z Dowyou‘have‘any q@estions you want toiask
me concerning yoeur rights? |

Mr. EPPSt:I want‘to’fesﬁify;

The Court: You want to testify?

Mr. Epps: Yeah.
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The Court: Okay. That’s fine. You have that right.
But I just wanted to be sure you understood that outside
of the presence of the jury. So we’ll take & short break‘
and come back and finish this trial.
(Break) /Jury in 11:37 a.m.)

The Court: Okay. Mr. Carraway.

Mr. Carraway: Defense calls Garrick Epps to the
stand. |

The Court: Alright, if you’d come around Mr. Epps
and place your left hand on that Bible.

Clerk: Do you solemely swear or affirm that you’ll

tell. the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth so help you God?

Mr. Epps: I do.

MR. EPPS - EXAMINATION BY MR. CARRAWAY:
Garrick, how are you doing today?
Doing pretty fine,

How old are ydu?

44 ;

Where do you live?

» 0

Lake City, South Carolina.
Excuse me?
Lake City, South Carolina.

You live in Lake City? Alright. Are you married?

b B - e

Yes.
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Alright, how long have you been married?

Four and a half years.

Four and a half years. And you’re married to who?

Tiffany.

Tiffany who?

McFadden-Epps.

Tiffany McFadden-Epps. Alright. How long have
y’all‘been together? |

Like 14 yearé'nowﬁ'

Altight,‘hQWJmany-children do you and Tiffany have
together? | l

We have two and I have a step daughter that I raised
since she wasvfhree yearé old.

Okay and how old is she now?

She jﬁst turned 18.

Jﬁst‘turnad 18. What kind of work do you do?
I'm a certified electrician and I work security.
Okay and I believe you’ve worked with my fxiend'
Leroy. Driggers? Is that not right?

Yes.,

And Leroy has about 10,000 mobile homes over in Lake

City and around doesn’t he? Does he keep you busy?
Yes.
Alright. . Tell me what happened on this particular

night and what had you done during this particular
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day in question here?

Basically when I’m not working, I like to fish. I
love to fish a lot. I go fishing like every Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday. That’s what I like to do. I

fish a lot. I think like last year, maybe like

beginning of 2014 or whatever, I met a few other

-guys at the fishing hole. I go fishing all the

time. This particular day, you kinow, I c¢alled a

couple guys and asked them what they was doing and

if they wanted to go fishing or whatever. My wife

and my sister they want to have a fish fry or

whatever, she had went to Georgetbwn to buy some

crabs stuff or whatever. She had ran short on money

to buy fish and stuff so I said, well, I'm going
fishing. By Friday and Saturdéy, I should be able
to catch enough $o we have -enough for‘he-fish fry
with the crabs and stuff. So, I’called.a few of my
home boys up because'they go fishing all the time..
I called them»about.Z;SG; 3:00 and they said théy’d

be waiting or whatever.

And this was on a Friday?

Yeal on a Friday SO ...
Go ahead.
. I went by, you krow, Leroy Driggers they were

working on the trailers and stuff, all them stay
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down there in Rembéert or whatever. Baxrineau, in
betweeh is like Williamsburg County on that side of
town or whatever, I went and pick them~up and my

fishing gear, if they had any fishing g
whatever. One of my hOmé.boys tackle box, reel aﬁd
all that stuff and before Levi got in the,car;.he
said, you-knowy like the shakes are bad and whatever
and I Said’yeah;1=knoW’they-bad. You got any guns
or anything? I said nah I éin't‘got'no;pistoi or
anything, but ényway,ﬁRiCky said he might bting a
shotgun‘for watef mbccasins-or'whatever, you know,
he go fishing out‘there‘andistuff; you know; so keep
the snakes off and alll I ain't gét‘one-at all, you
knOW, I'm not allow to tote no firearm ahyway,'you

know, 56 --- and he had, I think it was a 45 or a 9

millimeter or something like that or whatever and he

said well I got my gun for snakes, you going to need
them because snakes and stuff are bad,,yoﬁ:know, I“
know he had a purple bag that yéu buy thapfﬁave '
liquor in it. That{s what T figured was in the bag.
We going fishing Qr,Whatemefgand.S£Op by the'store
aﬁd.got like~é big»bag of ice and beer or whétever
so when we went Oﬁ_the'boat and we fish that day aﬁd
we fish until like I think around 9:00. When I

couldn’t see I stopped, you know; it got dark and my
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wife call me and say I had to bring the car back to
her and I say for what and she had her nieceé and

nephew at the houSe‘and her sister‘CalledVand Wanted

her to bring them home so she had need the car back

because they going to North Carolina. 8o, I told
the guys I said, we got to wind up and go.
Everybody wind up, get the reels and stuff and start

the: car up and they said man, why we got to leave so

“early. I said because my wife called and need the

car and,‘ydu Know, to take the niece and nephew back
home. They going to North Carolina so we had to put
everything in the car or whatevér so I went back and.
drop the guys back off and rode tﬁroughvthe trailer
park, you knoéw, what I'm saying with my girlfriend.
So, I hurried and got out the car and brdke the
reels dOWh, Sometimes, you know, the lines get
tangle:ana whatever. I had like three reels myself
ana.RICK’he had like two reéls and Mike he had-like
two reels, so I 'got out the :car to help, ?ou know,
all the reels get tangle, the lineé;and.stuff, and_l
untangle the ré‘e'-ls and stuff. So, I said js'ee'. you -
tomorrow; man. Be ready in-the‘mOrning arouna nine.
We suppose to go fishing abouﬁ nine in thé maning
because I got to take my car back because my dlé.

lady is .raising sand because my niece and néephew are
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going back to North Carolina my sister want the
kids. So, I left and I was going home and the next
thing I know blue light. I was like ole blue light.
I know I ain’t speeding or nothing=like that. I

know so I, you know, pull side the road at the time,

_you know, because I ain’t trying to run or anything

I ain’t stupid, you know, so I just went ahead, you

kriéw, and pulled besidé the road and sat there. It

was. Officér Watson, he came to the car at the time

and said, you know, where you going, you know. He

.s4did, where you going? I said I been at the lake or

whatever. He said, I see that, you know, you been

fishing.. He ask me did you caught anything. I say

" yeah, I said I caught a good bit,. you know, and he .

said okay. Just .slow it down, you know, just slow
it down a little bit. So, he went and walk arocund:

the car and the other officer got there with him and

 he came back and he said you got your license and

registration;and I_was'straight;up.with him. I said
I ain’t going to lie to you, I said my license is
suspended and  he said what your liCenﬁe suspended
for;_ I told him what my license was suspended_foﬁ

and he'gaid well, what I'm going to deo is I'm going

to give you a break just because you honest with me,

I'm going to give you a break. Just cause you was
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honest me, I’m»going to give you a break. I’m just
going to give you a break, he said, you tell me you
don’t have a license I can write the Judge and tell
the Judge-(éoughing interruption), I said, alright;
i appreciate it. Hold up you can’t go right now. I
said, why? He said, you ain’t got no licensex You
can call somebody to get the car though. I said,
alright, I can call my wife. I get my wife to get
the car or whatever. He said alright, I'm going to
give you a break'and~qovback_homen yoﬁ know, you
didn’t ¢givé me no problem and whatever and
evefything be élright and whatever,h8¢, I.just-sit
in the car aﬁd call my wife or whatever she séid;‘
well, I'm ¢oming. So, I just sit in thé éar; We
talked about fishing and stuff like that, fishing -
lines and stuff like that, ydu know,'and normélly
whenever they‘stop you, automatically when the blﬁe
light.be.on the canera and GVerything suppose to be
on. 'He.suppose to.record‘everYthing that you say
and record everything that they say and it woﬁld
have wh;t he saying and have what I'm sayiﬁg. 'We.
talked a while about fishing, I love to fish,’sq I
told him I’m in the security.businéssfand we just‘
been talking, talking and talkin§: Theﬁ, I thinkvthe

officer, I know the officer name, but he had
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mentioned,; Officer‘watsOn.said'I got to arrest you.
I said for what. He said, well, T got to arrest you
because, I think he said he had his boss or
something. He said I got to arrest, I know I told
you could go but you a habitual offender and they,

by law they got to Loék“you up anyway. I was like,

well, okay, you know, it ain’t no problem. I called

s

my wife to come get the car. He was like yeah,

okay. .I was like well, I really got to get ready to

*go to work tonight or whatever, I need to go home
and change clothes. I got to arrest you, T know I

- told ¥o6u. ho, bUt:mybboss say I got to arrest YOu, I

sald okay. So, hé»tOldfme@to step out the car Qr(
whatever so I step out the car and he search me and

stuff like ‘that and he said, well --— I turned my

back for him to handcuff me and he said‘no,‘Ifm not
" going to ﬁandcufffyou-baskwérds, 1711l just ﬁandcuff
you front wards. So, I wént and sit in the;t;uck;V
and I was just sitting in the:frOnt'seat.of.the

truck waiting on my wife to get the car. I said, I

got to call my supervisor and tell them I ain’t

going to beé at work tonight. The officer, right

- there, whispered something to Watson and both of

them walked off for minute and, you know, and

started talking and stuff, ydu know, thén Watson he
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come to the car ... Owens truck was parked here

put the light on me I had turned in the yard. Owens

car was parked here, T was parked right here
{coughing interruption)... and Wilson said, my wife
Wwas getting the car and I was going to jail tonight
anyway'he-was at the car, starting searching the car
or whatever,-the=carrwas,searched and then he gdt
dround the gLové.box;aﬁd in the glove Box he came
back and said oh, look what.I got, you know, I ain’t
know what you talking about and he came back with
the bag (coughing interruption) and he said what’s

in this Crfown Royal bag. ' I said, I don’t know, I

just thought it was my home boy’s liquor bottle. I

seen he had put the bag in the glove compartmerit.

'Usually~whén I see & purple bag, Crown RQY&l'S in

it you.knéw, and I didn’t no that he-had,drugs in

it in the car. I wouldn’t have let him got in the

car in the first place, I would have said no man, I

can’t get high like this, you know what I'm saying. -

So, I thought there was Crown Royal in ‘the bag.

. When we got to the store and we had got a 24-case of

beer of whatever so I figured he got Crown Royal and
we fishing and drinking a little Crown or whatever,

you know, why we fishing. T didn’t know, he came
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back and said, oh; what’s in the bag. I said I

don’t know Crown Royal bag, like oh, no, this ain’t

no Crown Royal liquor, that”s marijuana in this bag,

he said I -smell it. He said there ain’t no way

that”s Crown Royal liquor. I said I don’t know
what’s in the bag, the only thing I figured Crown
Royal liquor in the bag. He said, noj ma‘am.
mhere’s,mariﬁuana in the bag, you ain’t smell it. I
said, no, I ain’t Smell;it, you know, what I'm
saying. vﬁe poured it out in the seat. He like you
gotﬁmarijﬁana here, you got crack, we got chaine}
we got all thét. I said, no, man; that din’t none

of mines. Theéy ain’t no need to lie ‘to you but

‘that’s not none of mines. He said, oh, you tﬁink_l

got fool written on my forehead and he said is this

your stuff. He said you ain’t talking t6 no rookie.

He said I béen‘doing this ﬁere{for a long time.

' These your drugs? . I said, no, man. I swear to God

on all four of my kids right now that ain’t mnone of
mine drugs there. I'm trying:to-tell you that ain’t
nphe bf‘my~drugs or whatever. I can I can pick up

the phone. I said let me call my home bOy.  Let me

caii'my home boy Levi. All I got to do is call him

and stay on the phone and let y’all listen to us. I

said the only thing I got to say is hey man; yfall
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ain’t got to know, he ain’t got to know y’all
around. All I got to do is call him on the speaker
phone and say hey man, you forgot and left that bag
in my~Car in my car, in my glove compartment. I say
I bet you he will say man turn and bring it back.

He had get the bag out the car and he wouldn't let

me make a phone call. That camera, video would have

my volce on it, on the phone when I’'m telling the

man, I’1l put him on the speaker phone let y”all

hear this ain’t‘nOﬁevdf my drugs so y’all ean hear
(coughing interruption) ... and I said well, anyway,
Iuﬁeed £o use the phone, he said who you need to
call? I said, well, I need to call, I need to éall

my girlfriend. He $aid what you méan your

.girlfriend you just saying that or you calling your

wife and your wife suppose to come on so what you
mean you got a girlfriend. I ain’t going to lie to

that officer right there. And he cut a little joke

he said so you got a side girlfriend? I said, yeah.

wife came, I ask you to give both the cell phones,

you said oh, no. When I asked you do you want me to

give your wife both the cell phones that why you say
oh, ho, no. You can’t give-my cell phone. He said,

you know, you had another woman. I said, I ain’t
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going to lie. I got another §irl and that’s why I

_have two cells phones, you know. So, we ride on
down the road or whatever, and Watson let me use the

phone to call my other girlfriend, I ain’t doing to

lie. That was the only phone call and I was wanting

to call and let her know I got lock up and what had

- happening. (Coughing interruption) ... on the

speaker phone or whatever and they could hear, so, I

said you knew I was getting ready to go and she said

yeah

Mr. Brown: Objection. I object to the hearsay that

the girlfriend he might have had said on the other.end of

the phone.

The Court: Objection.sustained; You can’t tell“wha;

somebody.else said.

Az

" 'Oh, oh. He just let me call her and I jusf explain

and she said boy, what you did and I said oh, they

got these drugs here. She said I say a prayer for

YOu ..
- Mr. Brown: And again, same objection, Your ‘Honor:

Mr. Carraway: You can’t say what she séys.

The Court: You can’t tell what she says. You can

say what you did and you said.

Az

Yeah, I just told her, you know, my home boy done

left some stuff in the car or whatever, you know,
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and she said well alright then. I say a prayer for
you: I hope everything come out alright. 8o, dén’t
lie, you know what I'm saying. My girl worrying, my
wife worry saying she goéing to come straight up to
the Jail anyway (coughing interruption) ... but
someone there cut me off and wheén I did call home at
the time everything,; he allowed me té;make like two
or three phone calls that night, no sooner then when
I did ¢all my wife she said they wouldn’t let hef
come'See'me»they told what time my bond set probably
Sunday, Monday before they set it.

Now, you can’t tell anything that she says, you can
only say what you say. If this story is intended to
say what she is going-to say back to you, yoﬁ cgan’t
tell that.

I just got Wherewl call home and she said. she
already ... all right.

Mr. Brown: Again. I hate to keep making the same

~objections it’s just ... Same objection.

what

The Courtﬁ He’s saying what he said th0ugh,

Mr. Brown: I’m sorry. I thought I heard him say
she said. |

I told her my home boy left some stuff in the car
and they lock me up. She said alright.

Now you can’t tell anything that she says. You ¢an
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1 oniy say what you say so you(can'ﬁ»— this story is
o 2 ' vintended to tell what she’s going to say back to

| 3 you. You can’t tell that.
| So; she said she already ... alright.
Alright, but that’s What.happenedﬁtﬁat night?

' Yeah, that’s what happened that night.

o
e & Q&

Okay.
g . Mr. Carraway: Alright, I don’t have any further
9 questions. Answer anything. that the solic¢itor may have.

i

'10 Mr. Brown: May it please-thé“Couxt,~¥ou; Honozr.

11 | MR. EPPS - CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN:

12 Q: Mr. Epps, how are you todayé |

13 A I'ﬁ good..

lw» 14 -Q: You provided earlier that you were fishing Qith;someb
15 | friends that particular day?

16 | A: Yes.

17 | Q¢ I just want to make sure I understand the timétlinéb
1é :. Youi talked - T talk'véry fast in. front of the jurya
19 It’s‘a7bad:habitf1.have. I think yOu‘ﬁave.the same
20 one so I just wént_to.make suresthaﬁ Iiunderstand‘u
21 exactly the time line of whén yoia pickea him up and
'22‘; . everythihg. Where did you say you picked him up

23 | from? |

o4 Ax In the trailer park.

55 0: And that is - where is that? Right on the
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Georgetown, Williamsburg Georgetown line or
something?

Yeah, right at the TIndian store.

Okay.

In Williamsburg County.

Okay. ©Okay and who all did you pick up there?
I picked up Levi, my home boy Mike, Rick.

So there’s a Mike, a Rick, and a Levi?

Yeah.

One second, let: me make sure T have thése notes. Is

that where they stay?

Yeah. 1In the trailer park, yeah.

And I think you said, just correct me if I’m wrong,

that they stayed there with their girlfriends?

Yeah I know Levi, he stayed in the field in that
same trailer park. He stayed in the Flea Hill with
his girlfriend and Le&i he married too, Leﬁi is from
,Mahniﬁg, So;‘he.had a girlfriend and he would come

stay from time to time.

And that’s where you’re picking him up from was the )

Fiea Hill place?

Yeah.

And that’s where also Rick and Mike stay?
No, those guys they stay in Barrineau. |

And I think you said you picked them up around was
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it 2:30, 3:00 range you said?

Yeah, I‘leftptO'piék'them up. around, when I left the
house at least 4:00, 4:30 sharp. I left to go
fishing before it gof tco late or whgtever.

I got you. So when you said you picked them up in
the Flea Hill érea, it was around 2:30, 3:00 I think
you said and you picked ﬁp all four of them.

Right. '

You said that Levi’brought'a gun?

Yeah-he~a8ked»mé did I have a gun, I said no I don’t
have.noneﬁ |

Okay and that was to look out for~Snakes you said?
Yéah.

And where did he store this gun while y'all wefe

driving to -and from?

He had the gun in his haﬁd, the Cpown Ranl:bag“ 'I
didn’t see in the Crown Royal bag, I just figured it
was lidguor.. :

Well we’ll gét to the Crown Royal bag in a second.
But where was he --- when he got into the car did he
put both of those into the gloveﬁbOX?

Yeah he put both in the glove box at one time.

Okay and that was around 2:30, 3:00. Where did
y'all go fishing? ‘

At Billy Baker.
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Billy Baker? Where’s that?
That’s like --- I think like two and a half, three

miles on the othér side of Roy Driggers trailer

park.

Okay so just right up the road a little bit?

Yeah.

And you live in Lake City right?

Yeah I always travel back roads to go there because
it seems a little quicker.

I got you. And when you picked them up, you.said
you went to the store and picked up beer. Did y’all
make any other stops or did y’all went straight
fishing. |
No‘we'wént‘straight.

What were y’all fishing for that day?

What were we fishing with?

Well what were you fishing for?

I go bass fishing you know. They had been fishing
for other fish, you Enow, mainlylwhén»l go, I go for
bass.

?’all going for whatever would,bite?

No when I go, I fish.fcr bass. I have one reel that
I throw, that I free style with, you know just to

catch bass and I have two reels with a stepper on
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anything like that.

How long were y’all oilit there fishing that day?
We fished at least, I say til it got dark. I no I

~fished all the way til around at least around 9

sonieéthing. The other guYs that work security they
was calling me earlier telling me, you know what I'm
saying, telling me, that work club security, we work

tonight, we got to go to work tonight. So, I was

_teiiing*theﬁ, when we stop fishing, I got home and

change clotheé[‘you.know what I'm saying. One of

y'all got to comeée pick me up or whatever because I

got  to go home right quick my wife call and needs

the car. She gét to get my niece and‘nephew‘béck
whatever. ,They was going to so we can go ...

Is it fair to say the answer is around 9:00 you

stopped fishing?

Around =-- at least around 9:30. I Fished until I
couldn’t see no more.

I got you. ‘And>when I ask.these questions, I'm
trying to get specific answers. I wént £o make sure
to get kind of narrow in on what we’re talking about

so when I ask if we can stay away from a narrative.
I”11 give you a chance to explain a little bit but

you left around what, you gdt there fishing around 3
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to 3:30.

Around 4:00, four something.

. Okay you got fishing around 4:007?

That time of day was long at that ﬁime,

I understand.

It dori’t get dark til around nine something.

Okay so you were fishing from about 4:00 to about
9:00 right?

Yeah.

Okay. After you left fishing, did the gun ever come

out that day?

Yeah he had the gun with him the whole while:
Okay so he took it out of the glove box?

Yeah he héd the.gun with him the whole: while.
So3hé‘took the gun out for thevfishing~trip.

I had my machete for protection.

" Right.

He asked me to take the maéhete-offme-siae.

So, he took the gun out during the fishing trip?
Yeah he had it out the whole while.

And then when y’all finished fishing aréund 9, 9:30
raﬁge, y’all got back in the car. Did he put it
back in the glove box at that time?

Tﬁat’s the thing I never sgén him put it back in the

glove boex.
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Okay. And,then you drove him home, straight home
and dropped himjoff? |

Yeah. I dropped him off.
Andvy’ali.didn't.makevénY»other trips, any other

side trips during this entire day?

. No I just left and dropped him off at home and I was

sort of in a rush and the officer stopped me and

. said I was speeding.

Did that Crown Royal bag ever come out while you
were out fishing that day?

No. I ain’t never evén sdw it.

You neveér even saw it?

I ain’t pay no attention..

Who is Levi Brown?

.Levi,Bf0wn.

Levi Bwin; Who is Lewvi Brown?

Levi he was the dude I met fiéhing. I know Levi
love to fish so every time I go to the samé whole,
he ends up at the same hole. We just kind of a

regular so me and him got out there when nobody be

out there fishing, so.

Okay. So that’s how you know him?
Yeah from down at the lake fishing, stuff like that.
And it’s your testimony here today that he is the

one that brought that Crown Royal bag?
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Yeah. Levi Brown.

Why did you originally tell law énforcement that
Levi was the only one that went fishing with you
that day?

Play the video tape it will tell you what I said.

My homebody, I told them Levi was the one in the

front seat with the Crown Royal bag.

So, if I call one of my officers they aren’t going
to tell me that you only had one guy fishing with

you that day and it was Levi?

" Play the tape. There’s thé evidence right'there,

Okay. They’re also not going to tell me that you
told them that y’all were smoking reefer whiie'you
were fishing that day?

I don’t even get high.

What's that?

I don/t even get,high or nothing.

Okay.

I might drink my ligquor but I don’t get high.

Okay. And also they’re not going to tell me that

‘you told them - let me back up. When you said you

saw the biue lights, you testified that you weren’t
even speeding or anything. You didn’t know why you
were getting pulled over. Is that correct?

When He stopped me or whatever I didn’t have a
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chance to really say nothing when he stoppéd me, I
mean, he walked up to the car.

But you were saying in your mind, you were thinking
I think .

Yeéah, at the time it was on my mind, I was well, I
wasn’t speeding. I wonder why he stopped me.

Okay. |

I did say that to myself. Anytime you diiving,'even

. if you ain’t doing anything they can stop you.

So my officer now won’t get up here and testify if I
call him that you got in and said that you knew you

were speeding? They wén’t say that? You didn't

~tell that to law enforcement?

I don‘t rémember telling them that.
Okay- Thatfs.fine,

I wasn’t spéeding,

Well, let’s go back.

That’s why T say if I was speeding I never got a

:speeding ticket. The only tiéket I got was a tag
light out.

And you got a warning on that right?_'The tég_iight?

-I-oniyvqot a warning ticket so he should have write

up a warning ticket if I was speeding or whatever,

who ¢ould have give & warning, or write me a

speeding ticket. He write me for a tag, if I
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speeding why not a speeding ticket.

Let’s-go back to talking about this Crown Royal bag
a little bit. You were in the courtroom earlier
today when officers testified about the value of
that. Is it fair to say that that was arcund $250-
$300 worth of dope? |

I ain’t really know how much it is?

But you were in here earlier today -

Okay.

The only time I see it is when he dump it out in the
seat.

That’s the only time you saw it was when dumped it
éut‘on the seat?

Yeah but he showed me, he dumped it out in thée seat.
'He'thouéhi it was just marijuana in the bag and he
just thoughf it was marijuana so ‘he had tpé

marijuana ...

Sir and I'm sorry ...

He had marijuana ...

Sir. I'm sorry to keep cutting you off but I asked .
a question_aéd you’re kind of going off on tangents
that have nothing to do with the guestions. So
let"s specifically stay with the question. Were you

in the courtroom éarlier today whén it was testified
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that it was about two to $300 worth of dope?

A:  Oh yeah. I was in here for that.

Q: Okay. So my question. for you is this: if Levi

brought this into: the Vehicie, and he brings $200 to

$300 worth of dope ...

Mr. Carraway: Objection Your Honor. Cause for
speculation.

‘Mr. Brown: I haven’t even had a chance to finish my
question.

The Court: Finish the quesfion,
Q: foheabrinqs $250 to $300 worth of stuff, does it

., nake sense to you'that.somepne would ...

Mr; Cafraway;,Objection Your Honor. Calls for
speculation. u |

The Court: Let him finish it and thén I’ll'rulé on“
it.

Q: Does is make sense to ydu fhat someorie would leave 2
or $300 worth of merchandise in your vehicle thatf
ﬁarﬁicﬁlar day? | |
Mf;‘éérraWay: Objection Your Honor. CallS'foi

speculation.

The Court: And I will allow the question;

Q: Does it?

A: Are you asking me that?

Q: I am . asking you that, yes sir.
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Hey, anything»isfpossible because he probably never

would have forget it if I wash’t rushing himn,

drinking beers and stuff, you know. T drink a few

beers and stuff like that it’s just that he probably
would remember to get the bag if he had get back in
the car. He take the gun off and put it back in the

glove compartment, of course, he would remember that

'wheh‘l got in the yard but when he got in the car he

never took it off his side. Whén we,gotrin the: car,
whatever, he already knew where=the:gugAwas; I was.
rushing him and rushing him and we was drinking and
whatever and I said I got to go, I got ﬁo get my éér
back. So he got out. If‘the video\céme;a ié on my

car rang about seven or eight times and they

wouldn’t let me, you know, answer my phone. I was

saying ...

You were under arrest at that point, correét?
Yeah, they ... |

Sir e

They could have ...

So would you expect when you’re under~arrest.to'be

able to answer your telephone? You keep going to

that point: Do you actually expect they’ré going‘té

let you answer your telephone when you’re under

arrest?
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Yeah 1if they want to prove the point it wasn’t my
drugs but they wouldn’t let me know. That was the
man'there but they wouldn’t let me do it.
ExplainatO‘mé why he brought the»bagzin-theAfirst
place.

Explain to you why he brought the bag in the first

place.

Mr. Carraway: Objection Your Honor. Calls for

spéeculation..

Well, why he:broﬁghﬁ fhe bag-in-thé_first place ...
The Court: I'11 allow the guestion.

Why he brought the bag in theé first~§lécé, Idon’'t
réally know why heé brought the bag. I know when he
got in the car he had a Crown Royal liéuor bag, if I
had'knowﬁ»drpgS'wés in thé car I wouldn’t have let
him in the c¢ar. I figured it was Crown Royal
liquor. I drink.liéuor sometimes occasionally. He
didn’t say I got reefer, I got drugs. If I héd
kﬁowh;you can’t do that man, I don’t alléw.fhata
Crown Royal iiquor iﬁ a bag I Was fine-becausevI .

knqw it was a Crown Royal bag with liquor. . I never

""seen no drugs in a Crown Royal bag:

From 2:30 when you picked him up until 9:30 when you
dropped him off, at any point did y’all stop and

sell any of those drugs?
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N&.
From 2:30 until 9:00, 9:30 when y’all dropped him

back off, at any point did you take that bag out and

- use any of those drugs?

‘No.

From 2:30 until 9:30 at any junctufe.frOm the time

that you picked him up until the time that you

dropped ‘this person who you’re calling Levi Brown,

Levy Brown ----which one is it?

Léevis

When you dropped Levi Brown off, at any point did he
ever take it out of the glove box?

i‘ain't never saw him take it out of the glove box

period.

'So explain to me ...

At the end of-the»day v

Sir, it was a yes or no.

The Court: One at a time.

Yes or no. Did you ever see him take iﬁ-out of the
glové box? fes 6r no?

No. |

Okay, so explain to my why Wheh yrall nevethOOK'if
out of the glove boé, when y"all never used it, when
y’all never sold any, when y”all never did anything

with the drugs according to you, explain to me why
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 he wouldrtake it out of the safety of his home and

bring it into a moving vehicle.
Why'would.he taken out thevsafety to a vehiéle?
Why would he even bring it into the car?

Mr. Carraway: Objection Your Honor. Calls for

‘speculation.

I ain't ... like if it was me ...
The Court: Overruled. Go ahead.
Like if it was me, if I had smoked weed or get high.

or whatever, I’m;going to keep;mines‘with me. You .

know, if I'm going.to smoke.weed, I'm g@inguto keep

mines with me.

. But. it wasn’t just=Weed.iﬁ.that»car was 1t?

If I smoke Weéds, I'm not going to leave my drugé at
home . I just pick it ﬁpﬁaﬁd go; you knbw,.whaﬁ L
mean, If I smoke-dope I’m not going to have it in
my house put somebody else in jeopardy . Ifﬁ goiné
to answer forlmy oWﬁ.sslf,: I’il haVe.my‘éwnadrggs.
i!mﬂnot:putting drugs on- somebody else.to charge

on.

But you just now said a key point  “I'm not-going to

‘put somebody else in jeopardy.”.  Based on your

testimgnyh,hevput you in jeopardy by doing that,
didn’t he.

Yeah, he put me in jeopafdy,
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Where’s Levi today?
Like I stated. I got letters here for the Judge to
read. Where this dudé right me. Every time this

dude write me a letter the correctional officer that

work at Williamsburg County they ..

Sir; that’s not my queStidnm

I answering your question.

No, you’re talking about letters and I'm asking

where is he today.

That’s what I was saying. Read the letters and it

will tell you where he at today.

Where is he at today?
I can send the same letters .

I'11 tell you what. Why den”t you jus£ tell me

where is heée -at today?

He’s on the run. He live in Charleston.

Who's he on the run from?

From what he say, he’s got a charge. He got a bench
warrant and stuff like that.’

Wheref

He claims supposed to be in.Sumter CQunty, he got a
bench warrant on him, hé on the run. That’s why I
was trying to tell them, like I said Levi and his
girlfriend they got into it and she QaS‘telling'him

to turn himself in and-tell the drugs was and he
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said no I ain’t, because I got letters wheré he

telling me

Sir, you can't ...

... that he ...

Sir, sir ... Sir. You can’t start talking about
what those letters said. .But the question is if he
had warrants in Sumter and Clarendon, why when T
loeok on the public indexes does he not show ﬁp
anywhere?

I's his named spelled Levi?

Levi Brown.

Hoﬁ afe-we as the fiﬁdéfs of facts supposed t6 kriow
whetﬁer or mot you’re just making this entire story
ué, letters included? *

Why would I do that. iiké_I said, I was odt the£e
for five and a half months- ... | B
You can’t maké«phone cails wheﬁ'you’re in jail?‘
No. The phone cails monitofed rightﬁ‘ They reéoxd
the phone they hear what I‘say;

But, sir ..

All,that stuff is recorded, right?

But &ir, you can’/t sit there-and teIl someone who
visits or ¢an't tell.sOmeone-on the phone to make

something up for you? Is that what you’re telling
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us?

How could I = I mean, it’s possible.

How are we supposed fo know that Levi Brown even
exists?

Hé exists.

So sir, is it your testimony here today that Levi
Brown got in your car with $300 worth of dope, never
took it out and then leavés it in your car when hg
leaves with no real reason of actually putting in
your car in the first placef Is that you