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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIN,{\ FILE FOR REQCUE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF UNION. 2012 JiR) - ){ PﬁD{l’ggNTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Defendants.
TO THE DEFENﬁANTS ABOVE NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to Answer the Complaint in the above
‘entitled action, a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answen
|1t the same on the same an the subscriber hereto at this office, 110 Riley Ave, P.0. Box 3461,
Greenwood, South Carolina 29648, within Thirty (30) DAYS after the service thereof, exclusive
of the date of such service, and if you fail to Answer the Complaint within the time aforesaid, the
Plaintiff will apply to the Court for the relief deman id Complaint.

Attorney for Plaintiff
110 Riley Avenue
P.O. Box 3461

nwood, South Carolina " Greenwood, SC 29648-3461
'%ég,z , 2012 (864) 227-9156 :

Rev. Judy Rxchardson as Presiding Bldqﬂ‘ m; 5 GAULT
- || Greenville District of the African Metho cﬁs{ ) §., GouRT |
Bpiscopal Church, g CASE NO.: 2012-CP-44-¢J) J¢/
Plaintiff, ] |
vs. | ; SUMMONS
Macedonia Christian Community Church and ;
The Board of Directors, Board of Stewards afxd g RE CEWED
Board of Trustees and Members of Macedonia ) '
Christian Community Church. All Jointly and 3 FEB 27 2617
Severally, % SC Court of Appea

J
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Macedonia Christian Community Church and
Ihe Board of Directors, Board of Stewards and g RECEWED
Poard of Trustees and Members of Macedonia )
Christian Cormmunity Church, All Jointly and
Severally,

UHION, 8% CASE NO.: 2012-CP-44- /)0 \ 241 |

Rev. Judy Richardson as Presiding Elder oftheg 34|
Greenville DiSu'ict'of’rhe Adfrican Methodist ;
Episcopal Church, g
Plaintiff, 3

3 COMPLAINT

V8. )
)
)
)

FEB 27 2011
- §C Court of Appeals
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.

Defendants.

The Plaintiff, complaining of the Defendants herein ﬁoﬂd respectﬁﬂly show unto thj
Honorable Court:

1, That Plaintiff is the Presiding Elder of the Greenville District of the 7% Episcopal
District of the Adtican Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) in South Carolina.

" 2, That Defendnts Macedonia Christian Community Church along with the Board of
Directors, Board of Stewards, Board of Trustees, and members operate as an ecclesiastical
organization in Union County, South Carolina. |

3, That Macedonia Christian Community Church is located in Union County, South
Carolina and all or a substantial portion of the acts giving rise to the complaint occurred or will
occur or arise in Union County, South Carolina.
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4. That the Defendants as officers and membets of Macedonia AME Church changed the
name of the church to Macedonia Christian Commupity Church. .

5. That the AME Church is a hierarchical/connectional church governed in acoordancd
with the Book ofDiécipnne of the AME Church 2008 (erein the Discipline).

6. That the AME Church is the owner of all church real property located in the city of
Union County, Union, South Carolina. (Exhibit IA and IB) - |

7. That Magedonia AME Church hns. been affiliated with the African Methodist
Episcopal Church fof at least 29 years. ‘

8. That according to the Book of Discipline, the Board of Trustees of a local church such
as Macedonia AME Church. holds church property in trust for the largeﬁ
hierarchical/connectional church and not in their individual capacities or for the congregation|
(Exhibit I | |

9. That Plaintiffis informed and believes that the Defendants were uzhappy with the dul|
appbinted pastor. |

10. That Defendants have been removed from the church roll which prectudes the former
members’ rights to real or personal propexty of Macedonia AME Church.

11. That Macedonia Christian Community Church was formerly known as Macedonid
AME Church, and claims the right to usc real and personal property of Macedonia AME Church
That the Board of Directors of Macedonia Christisn Commumity Church, Inc, claims the right ta
use Ieul and personal property of Macedonia AME Church. That the Board of Stewards of
Macedonia Christian Community Chwireh, claim the right to use real and personal property of the
Macedonia AME Church. That the Board of Trustees of Macedonia Christian Communityj
Church, claicn the right to use real and personal property of the Macedonia AME Church. Thaf
the membess of Macedonia Christian Commmity Church, claim. the right to use real and
|| personal property of thie Macedonia AME Church. - .
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Church and the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. That Defendants are cond

|| stating that all properties of the Macedonia AME Church in the city of Union County, South
Carolina are held in Trust by the Trustees of Macedonia AME Church on behalf of the African!

carry on the normal ecclesiastical duties of an African. Methodist Episcopal Church pastor
thereby disturbing the normal worship service. That Defendants no longer hold .ecclesiastical
worship setvices in accordance with the polity, literature and customs of the Macedoma AME

worship services based on their new religion in and on property held in Trust by the Trustees of
the Macedonia AME Church on behalf of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc.
FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
Declaratory Judgment
 13. That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph 1-12 as if repeated verbatim.
14, That Plaintiff is informed and believes that she is entitled to a declaratory judgment

Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. and that the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. is thj
true owner of both the real and personal property of Macgdonia AME Church.

15. That Plaiotif is informed that she is catitled to a declarstory judgment stating that
Macedonia AME Church is connected to the Aftican Methodist Eplscopal Church, Inc,

FOR A SECOEQ CAUSE OF AC I!OE
Temporary Restraining Order

16. That Plainsiff repeats each and every paragraph 1-L5 as if repeated verbatim.
17. Plaintiff is informed and believes that the Macedonia AME Church and the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. 'will be ireparably harmed. Further, that remedics of law ard
inadequate and there is a substantial likehood of success on the merits.
18. That Plaintiff is informed and believes that she is entitled to a temporary restmininé
order against Defendants preventing them from dispersing any funds now or formerly in an

(3 0f'9)

12. That Defendant_s bave and continue to refuse to allow the duly appointed pastor to




|{ Church and African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. and Macedonia AME Church jtself.

account for Macedonia AME Church ot tra.nsactlng business on behalf of Macedonia AME
Church; and enjoining Defendants from retaining and possessing church property, both real and,
personal property, including, but not limjted to enjoining and resu-mning Defendants from|
coming onto church property dJstm'bi.ng the normal worship service pending a hearing on ﬂ
temporary mjlmctxon. .
FORAT CAUSE OF ACTION
- Injunction

19, ’Ihatlenbffrepeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-18.

20. That Plaintiff is informed and believes that ynless she is granted a temporary and
permanent injunction Macedonia AME Church and the Afsican Methodzst Eplscc)pal Church, _
Joc. will suffer permanent harm and that remedies of law are inadequate,

- 21, That Plaintiff is informed and believes that she is entifled 10 a temporary and
permanent injunction requinng Defendants to return all funds and properties, both real and
personal, held in trust by the trustees of the Macedonia AME Church on behglf of Affican
Methodist Eplscopal Church, In¢, and to a temporary and permanent injunction enjoining andj -
restramm.g Defendants ftom coming onto Church property disturbing the nomnal WOrthp

service. o .
FOR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION

‘ | Breach of Fiduciary Duty
22, That Plaintiff repeats each and every patagraph verbatim 1-21.

23, That a fiduciary relationship exists between the former trustees of Macedonia AME

%4. That Macedonis AME Church and the Afican Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc.
reposed a special confidence in the former Trustees of Macedonia AME Church.
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25. That the former trustees of the Macedonia AME Chuteh failed to act in good faith

and without regard 1o the interest of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. and

Macedonia AME Chuzch.
| 26.: That Plaintiff is informed and believes that she is entitled to an Order of this Court
conveying the property to the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. orin ﬁe alternative

damages in an amount to be determined at trial,
' | EOR A FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION

Adverse Possession '

27 That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-26.
28. That sotfvities of the Macedonia AME Chuirch was open, notorious, and hosulﬂ
during the time that Plaintiff was in possession of all church properﬁes and against any unirud -
ownership Defendants may claim to any of the properties, real and personal,
29. That Plamtxffalleges that Defendants have damaged the Macedonia AME Chumh and .
the African Methodist prscopal Church, Inc, and as a direct and proximate cayse of its wrongful

action and that they are entitled to damages for their wrongfu] seizure of its real and personal%
mopertm

-

FOR A SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION

Conversion .
30. That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-29.
31, That Plaintiff is informed and believes that she has been irreparably harmed.
32. That Defendants have sejzed all of the properties held by the trustees of Macedonia
AME Church’s on behalf the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. against its control and
wﬂmut Just compensation. Further, Defendants have converted, transferred, used, and owned ,
the property held by the trustees of the Macedonia AME Church on bebalf the A:&'ican
Methodist Ep:scopal Church, Inc.
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~33. That the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. and Macedonia AME Church |
have been harmed financia]ly. |
34. That Plaintiff is informed and believes that the African Methedist Episcopal Church.
and Macedonia AME Church are entitled to an unspecified amount as determined by the trier of
et ,
ORAS CAUSE OF ACTION
* Claim and Deljvery
35, That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-34
36. That Plaintiff alleges tbat Defendants should not be in possession of real and personal
properties of Macedonja AIvﬂS Church or the African Methodist Eplscopa.l Church, Inc. Further,
that Macedonia AME and the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. bave been harmed and
damaged by Defendantis outrageous conduct,
37, That Plaintffs informed and beliovos that she is entited 0 an Order of this Cout
|| requiring Defendants to roturn all 6f the property of the Macedonia AME Church and the Afiican].
' Method:st Episcopal Church, Inc. in their.possession and under their control.
FOB A EIGHTH CAUSE OF AQIION
Specific Performance .
38. That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-37
39. That Defendants have wrongfully seized real and personal property of Macedonia
AME Church held in trust for the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc. |
40, That Plaintiff s informed and believes that Defendants intentionally, willAly,
wantonly and maliciously seized the property held in trust by the trustees of the Macedonia AME
Church for the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Ine.
41. Plaintiff is informed and belicves that she is entitled to specific performance and
recovery of all real and personal property.
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LOSS OF USE AND ENJOYMENT

42. That Plaintiff repeats each and every paragraph verbatim 1-41.
43, Plaintiff al.leges that the real and personal property in the possession of the

Defendants is held in trust for the African Methodist Ep:scopal Church, Inc. and has been so m
excess for at least 29 years,

Chnurch both real and personal of Macedonja AME Church,
45. That Defendants have seized all of the Property both real and personal, held by the
trustees of Macedonia AME Clurch in trust for the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Tuc,
against the will of the Macedonia AME Church and the African Methodist Episcopal Church Ine,
with the intent to convert it to itself against the will of the AME Church,
46. That Defendants actzons are mtennonal, wanton, willful and malicions in continuing |
1o deprive Plaintiff’s of their use, possessxo_n and enjoyment of its real personal and church
propmnes. )
47. That a5 a direct and proximate canse of Defendanis achons the Aﬁican Methodist
Episcopal Church and Macedonia AME Church has been irreparably harmed as the African
Methodist Episcopal Church, Ine, and Macedonia AME Church are unable to Ppossess, use and
en_]oy its property and not being able to allow the congregation the use of church property, both
|| real andpersona] for its emoyment and purpose during worship and religious events.
48 PlamUﬂ‘ alleges that the Aftican Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc, and Macedonia
AME Church has been damaged in an unspecific amoust to be determined by the trier of fact
'I'hat the Plaintiff should be awarded damages as a trier of fact determines.

FRAUD AND MISREPRESENTATION
49. Plaintiff alleges each and every allegation of his complaint 1-48 if 1estated verbatim,

(70f9) -

44. That Defendants have taken property held in trust by the Trustees of Macedonia AMF] -




50. That Macedonia AME Church has held itself out in the Upjon County community as
an African Methodist Episcopal Church in excess of ‘

51. That Macedonia AME Church hed peid mortgsges, purchased vehicles, transacted
financial axid‘legal business in excess for at least 29 years.

52. That Defendants attempt to impersonate and misrepresent themselves.as officers,
trustees, and stewards of the Macedonia AME Church in order o transact business as Macedonia
AME Church was done illegally and wrongfully.

* 53. That Defendants have illegally and fraudulently closed finencial accounts, wrongfully
and mthout the consent of Macedoma AME Church and the African Methodist Epmcopal Ing,
and without legal authority,

54. That Defendants breached their duty of fair dealing and honesty.

55. That Defendants breach of duty has caused Plaintiff's irreparable harm including, but

not limited to:

a, Failure to allow Macedopia AME Church and the African Methodist Episcopal

Church, Inc access to its real and personal property.
b, Vlolauon of the rights of the Macedonia AME Church and the Afiican

Methodist Church, Inc. o

WPIEREEORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against all Defendants, jointly and severable
asfollows: |

1, Granting of all claims against Defendants;

2. Declaratory judgment as to the real and personal property;

3. Injunction against Defendants;

4, Actual and compénsatory damages;

5. Attomney Fees and costs;

6. Punijtive Démagw;
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Attorney for Plaintiff

110 Riley Avenue.

Post Office Box 3461
Greenwood, SC 29648-3461
(864) 227-9156

wood, South Carolina
- 2012 .
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BOYKIN & DAVIS, LLC

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

220 STONERIDGE DRIVE, SUITE 100 TELEPHONE: 803-254-0707 POST OFFICE BOX 11844
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29210 FACSIMILE: 803-254-5609 COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211

Tierny F. Dukes

tdukes@boykinlawsc.com
February 27, 2017 . .
VIA HAND DELIVERY : RECEWEw
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings FEB 249 2017

South Carolina Court of Appeals Clerk of Court

1220 Senate Street SC Court of Appea's

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Re:  Reverend Judy Richardson v. Macedonia Christian
Appellate C.A. No.: 2017-000475

- Dear M. Kitchings:

In response to your letter dated February 24, 2017, enclosed herewith, please find for
your records the Summons & Complaint regarding the above-referenced matter to confirm the
case caption. '

Should you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact our office.
Sincerely,
T;:n;;.\ Dukes '
/ns _
Enclosures

cc: Charles J. Boykin, Esq. (w/o encls.)
Kenneth A. Davis, Esq. (w/o encls.)

Gary T. Frost, Esq. (w/encls.)




