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Reginald B. ’anith appeals his conviction and sentence in this case. Ai)pel’lant entered a
plea of guilty to resisting afrest and possessioh with intent to distribute crack cOéaine, ‘3"’ orf‘
subsequ)ent offense, after his motionsat tyiél'wer'el' denied and it appeared that a convi.ctior'l by the
jur_y'Was inevitable. The sentence was ifnposed by tile'Honorable R. S.cott Sprouse on February

10, 2017.

| Issues to be raised on appeal are:
-1. The composition of the jury panel from which a jury was selecfed for the trial of the case
was improper and denied appellant his right to a trial by a jury of his peers. Appellantis - -

black. There were 58 people on the jury panel, 4 of which were black. An objection vto'



the composition of the jury panel having too few black people was overruled by the judge. '.
2. A Batson motion was made after the State struck the only black person drawn fc;f this
< 4 jury. The State’s purported reason for the strike was a prior conviction for a drug charge - -
as shown on the juror’s RAP sheet. An objéction was made to the Staté utilizing
information from NCIC reports on potential jury members'whe‘n those reports are 'not
made available to the defense as a part of the discovery process and the reports are not
otherwise available to the defense. The obj‘ection was _o'?érruled, and the Batson motion
was denied. |
3. Appellant made a motion in limine to suppress evidence obtained during an unlawful
},_search. This motion was made based on the arresting police officer - :
. ‘Entering onto private property without a vx;arfant or probable cause;
e approaching appellant based only on his prior knowledge of appellant;
. unlawfully Qrdering al?pellgnt to “show me your hands;”
. e attempting to handcuff appellant in an effort to place him in “investigative
dethtion,” which appellant considered to be an act of unlawful ai’rest§ and
¢ - unlawfully placing appéllant under arrest for i‘équjh‘g fo’dp‘en_ his hands for the
- officer. |
After hearing testimony from the arresting officer and arguments from couns_él; the . -

4 motion to suppress evidence was denied:

After all objections were overruled and all motions were denied, it appeared that a
conviction by the jury was certain, and appellant attempted to enter a plea of guilty to the charges.

When questioned about the use of drugs or alcohol within the 24 hours prior to his plea; appellant



admitted to using crack cocaine prior to the trial. The trial judge refused to accept appellan_t’s
plea at .that time, revoked appellant’s bond, and said he would consider accepting a plea later inl
the week éfter appellant had been incarcerated and drug-free fof several days.

The next morning, the trial judge sua sponte declared a mistrial due to apbellant’s
admissién to the use of crack éocaine prior to his trial and being under the influence of  drugs
during the tri.al of his case. After spending séveral days in jail, appellant returned to court, :enteredv :

a plea of guilty to the chargeé, and was sentenced, resulting in this appeal.
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L Suzanne E\Earle (SC Bar No. 0001819)
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AssistantPublic Defender, Oconee Office
10™ Judicial Circuit

415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, South Carolina 29691

(864) 638 - 3133

Attorney for Appellant
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Other Counsel of Record:

- Bethany A. Blundy

Assistant Solicitor, Oconee Office
10™ Judicial Circuit

205 West Main Street

Walhalla, South Carolina- 29691
(864) 638 - 4294

Attorney for Respondent
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I certify that I have served the Amended Notice of Appeal on The State by pefsoﬁally'
delivering a copy of it to Bethany A. Blundy, Assistant Solicitor, Ocon¢e Ofﬁce 10 Jud1c1al

Circuit, at her office at the Oconee County Courthouse, 205 West Mam Stréet, Walhalla, South

Carolma 29691, on March 10, 2017..

March 10, 2017 &\WAW

Suzanne E le (SC Bar No. 0001819)

Assistant lic Defender, Oconee Office
10™ Judicial Circuit

415 South Pine Street
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(864) 638 - 3133

Attorney for Appellant
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The Honorable Beverly H. Whitfield B =L
Clerk of Court for Oconee County > Qzﬁ
205 West Main Street , b £28
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691 v BxE
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RE: The State. Respondent, v. Reginald Bernard Smith, Appellant, “ S
Case No. 2014-GS-37-00590, 2014-GS-37-00591
Appellate Case No..2017-000510
Dear Ms. Whitfield:
Enclosed for filing is an amended notice of appeal in the above case.
Sincerely,
‘Suzanng E) Earle
415 SouthPine Street
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691
864-638-3133
- Attorney for Appellant
«cC: Bethany A. Blundy
© 205 West Main Street
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691
864-638-4294 _
Attorney for Respondent
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~ RE: The State, Respondent, v. Reginald Bernard Smith, Appellant,
Appellate Case No. 2017-000510

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Enclosed for filing is an amended notice of appeal in the above case. Also -

enclosed is proof of service of the amended notice of appeal on the respondent.

Sincerely,

B &MU\N\ILUMV

Suzanhe B, Earle
T 415 SOLLﬂ/]/blne Street
T _ _ Walhalla, South Carolina 29691
oL IO (864-638-3133 .
tO ' Attorney for Appellant

cc: Bethany A. Blundy
205 West Main Street
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691
864-638-4294 '
Attorney for Respondent
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10th Circuit Public Defender Office
Suzanne E. Earle

Assistant Public Defender

415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, South Carol
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Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals MAR 1 4 2017 _ ‘1
Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina20211 - G Court 6f Appeals
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