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JURY SELECTION

MR. HIXSON: Third-party guilt, and discussing
the introduction of res gestae, prior incidents of
violence between the parties.

THE COURT: Before we get into third-party guilt,
make sure you are familiar with the supreme court's
ruling in Holmes. Gaye was abrogated, that was the
rule that was in South Céroliné. It was changed.

Make sure you are familiar with Holmes.

MR. MUREDDU: Your Honor -- I apologize, Your
Honor. I think we had the issue of bond, and I wanted
to start out by saying that Ms. Hall's absence was not
her fault; it was my fault.

THE COURT: I have a new rule and I call it the
"Axelrod Rule." I don't have any problem, if the
State or Sheriff doesn't, with her remaining at large,
as long as you and Mr. McCollum take financial
responsibility personally for her return should she
not return to court. That is something you think
about.

MR. MUREDDU: Could I add as an officer of the
court, I have talked with the bonding company.

THE COURT: You need to get the bonding company
here. Case hasn't started yet, but in the morning,
you need to have that bondsman here and have him

prepared to go on the record as to who will be
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MOTION

me, Judge. I don't have a motion as to that
statement.

THE COURT: Thank vyou. I find the statement was
voluntary.

MR. HIXSON: That is the eﬁd of Jackson v. Denno.

THE COURT: Non—custodial,\still Mirandized,
length, place, circumstances taken into totality all
show it was voluntarily made.

MR. HIXSON:. For the statements that we intend to
introduce, we will do'the redactions this evening we
referenced on the record. I have third-party guilt
and further discussion of prior bad acts.

I guess we'll go to third-party guilt. The State
moves to exclude any evidence of third-party guilt
tending to just cast bare suspicions upon another
individual -~

THE COURT: That is the Gregory rule.

MR. HIXSON: That is the Gregory rule. I've
taken the opportunity to review, as Your Honor
referenced, the recent U.S. Supreme Court case on
Holmes, and I would have to support 100 percent the
finding of Holmes; I.have no choice.

THE COURT:* ® Holmes did nothing more than abrogate
Gaye, which unconstitutionally expanded Gregory.

MR. HIXSON: That's correct. Our intention of
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MOTION

that, 1f defense counsel has anything that would do
anything more to cast --

THE COURT: I don't know until I hear from Mr.
McCollum if he has anything -- any evidence of
third-party guilt. We may be jumping the gun.

MR. McCOLLUM: I think we are Jjumping the gun on
that motion, Your Honor. I think —-- you know,
depending how the case develops we may --

THE COURT: At this time you have no third party?

MR. McCOLLUM: True.

THE COURT: He says he has none at this time.

MR. HIXSON: The reason I do it pretrial is once
we impanel the jury and opening statements —-

THE COURT: I know 1it's out there, and you know
the rule, I know the rule, Mr. McCollum knows the
rule, and we'll Jjust see.

MR. HIXSON: Very good. Last motion is related
to the prior bad acts. We can proffer testimony. I
can provide the Court the incident report, Officer
Conti was the responding officer in May when the
defendant called the police in this domestic violence
situation. I would like to introduce, for the Court's
regord at least -- I'll call Officer Conti and he can
read his reporﬁ.

THE COURT: Okay. First -- first see what prong
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OPENING STATEMENT -~ MR. GROOMS

side should prevail.

Following that, I will charge you on the law. I
will charge you completely on the law, and you must
apply the léw és I give it to you, whether you agree
with it or not, and then the case will be submitted to
you, and you will begin your deliberations. That is
how we will proceed in this trial. Anyvthing further,
Mr. Hixson?

MR. HIXSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything, Mr. McCollum?

MR. McCOLLUM:x No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're ready to proceed, Mr. Hixson.

MR. GROOMS: 'Thank you, Your Honor. May it
please the Court.

THE COURT: Mr. Grooms, I'm sorry.

MR. GROOMS: Thank you, sir.

MR. GROCMS: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen,
this is a domestic case. This is a case between a
husband and a wife, between Steven Hall, 59 years of
age, and the defendant, Teresa McCracken—-Hall. This
case ended in a violent murder on July 17, 2013. On
that day, in their marital home, in the victim's
bedroom, as he sat there eating a meal he prepared,
laying, watching TV. You'll see pictures where he was

positioned. .This defendant walked in with a 30
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. GROOMS

caliber handgun, semi-automatic, shot the victim two
times at close range, one time with the gun almost
directly to the victim's temple. That bullet was
recovered from the wall.

This case 1is going to beg you to come up with
questions as we go along. This is a case of
circumstantial evidence where each witness will give
you a little piece of the case. The question I think
you should be remembering throughout the case 1is who
could have gotten that close to Steven Hall in his
bedroom? Who could have walked from the main living
quarters to his bedroom, and as he sat there watching
TV eating dinner could have shot him two times without
a scene of a struggle, without some type of évideﬁce
left behind that would show you that he didn't know
the person that just walked in his room with a gun.

You;ll see from the crime scene there is none of
that. There is no disturbance. You'll see a éﬁcture
on a dresser within a foot of the wvictim, not a thing
is knocked over or moved. The State contends that he
never saw 1t coming. He was sitting there, probably
as he has done numerous times, he obviously didn't
want to eat his meal in the living room, for whatever
reason, he retreated to his bedroom and he never saw

the shot coming. The State contends no one could get
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. GROOMS

that close to him except his wife. It is something to
think about as we go along. We'll have a lot of
witnesses. Please be patient as we go throuﬁh each of
them.

Now, you'll hear from neighbors, and they are
going to tell you that they heard arguing this
afternoon. -This is around 7:00, 7:30 in July, so it
is still light outside. This is a community where
neighbors hang out, talk to each other; some do, some
don't. But you'll hear on this date that one neighbor
in particular who lives —- this is on a cul-de-sac,
next door to the victim, heard them arguing and then a
short time later she had gone inside and she hears two
pops, what she describes as pops. She said it stuck
out to her as very loud. She didn't know what it was.

She didn't call 911 because she didn't know it
was gunshots. It was close to the 4th of July. She
thought, well, I don't know I don't want to jump the
gun here. But she remembers those two pops, and that
is around 7:30.

After she hears these two pops, she sees é white
SUV pull up to the victim's residence and pick up the
defendant. What stood out to her, and what stood out
to perhaps the State and another witness in this case,

is that she had the victim's dog.  He had a little’
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. GROOMS

rescue Chihuahua dog. I heard it called a bunch of

things, Buggy, Bug, he called him different

variations. This was his dog, his companion, his dog

that was with him all the time. If he ran errands,

the dog was with him. Short of him going out of town

where he couldn't get the dog, the dog was by his side

at all times. 'Teresa took that dog with her, and that

stuck out to the neighbor because no one ever took

this dog without Steve.

You'll hear that that vehicle came back to the

house that night,

and as the judge told you, this is

kind of a starting point in this case. I think it is

most important that you hear the facts from the

witnesses. This 'is a general overview.

You also will here from the crime scene

investigator. This crime scene investigator, it is

her Jjob when she gets to a crime scene to document,

take pictures, to look for clues. We'll show you

pictures of this home, and we'll show you that doors

are locked, windows are intact, no signs of a forced

~

entry. There is valuables throughout the home laying

around, jewelry, credit cards, currency, medication,

flat screen TVs.

We know this wasn't a burglary.

Those pictures are also going to show you that there

was no struggle.

So coming back to who could have
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. GROOMS

gotten this close to Steven Hall's bedroom? Who could
have walked right up to him in his bedroom and he not
be alarmed?

You'll hear about a cell phone, and as I stated,
he was killed in the early evening hours of the
l7th. This cell phone was found more dr less by a
Good Samaritan the next morning at a dock, I guess the
best way to describe it is near Peachtree Landing |
between the defendant and victim's marital home and
the sister's residence where we know the defendant
went that night. On the dock is the victim's cell
phone. You'll hear that this lady picked it up and
called the police, hey, I found a cell phone. She
didn't think that much of it, just there eating her
breakfast that morning. You'll hear the interaction
from the officer with Teresa McCracken. He attempted
to get the phone to the owner, of course Mr. Hall
didn't come to the door -- he was dead for sometime =--
so he called Ms. McCracken. You'll hear about that
interaction, and there is going to bg likely things
that will Jump out to you, things that.happened,
things that didn't happen.

Now, later at that same dock, Horry County dive
team decided perhaps there is more evidence here.

You're going to find out that we found the murder



10

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

140

OPENING STATEMENT - MR. GROOMS

weapon. Further, through cell phone information,
you'll find out that this defendant.had been to that
dock. She knew right where that dock was, and we'll
show you a picture of her on that dock.

You'll hear from a number of witnesseé. We'li
try to call them as guickly as ?ossible. We know that
you don't have —-- you all have things to do outside of
the courtroom. We're going to call a number of
witnesses, and each one is going to give you a small
piece of this case. Only after you heard from all of
these witnesses, only after you got all of the
information, would we ask you to make up your mind.

So listen to them, listen to what they have to say and
listen to the details, because as I said before, this
is a circumstantial case where the difference between
circumstantial evidence and direct is direct evidence
is if this case was on video.  That is just not going
to happen in someone's private residence; if it does,
it i1s extremely rare.

So the difference of direct evidence and
circumstantial evidence is we doh't.have an eyewitness
or video. We have all the factors surrﬁunding what
happened that night, and we believe after you have
heard all of that, you'll be firmly convinced beyond a

reasonable doubt that this defendant is guilty of
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OPENING STATEMENT —-.MR. GROOMS

murder.

Now, Jjust a quick preview, murder in South
Carolina is the killing of another person with malice
aforethought. We can all agree that someone else was
killed in this case. The malice aforethought part
means that the actor had malice in their heart and
mind before they did the act. This can be determinea
in one of two ways. It can be expressed, which
expressed malice means during the act you are saying,
I'm going to kill you. Or it can be implied, and
implied is from the actions, that the actions were so
deliberate that you can infer that they must have had

malice in their heart. It is defined as an 1l1l-will

or evil intention towards another, that is the old

common law explanation for it, but we all know what it
is. When you hold a gun to someocne's head and pull
the trigger at near point-blank range, or point-blank
range, certainly that can be inferred as malice. The
person doing that obviously meant to do i1ill-will had
evil intentions in their heart;/

The aforethought can be féund in a twinkle of an
eye. It may not be your idea of what movies say of
first degree murder. Aforethought means it happened
before. I don't'know if the judge will instruct you

or not, he's certainly in charge of the law, but
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. McCOLLUM

aforethought means, but it means it could have
happened just like that (indicates), in a twinkling of
an eye, 1s how it is defined. So I ask you to be
patient as we get to these witnesses.

Towards the end of the trial, you'll @ear a
statement that we'll play of the defendant herself.
Hopefully, at that time, and if not shortly after,
we'll show you enough evidénce that you know that this
is an act that this -- while she does a pretty good
job in the beginning, I hope you'll see through it.
We'll be able to show you a lot of reasons that the
way she's acting on that tape, is not her. It is not
this relationshib. We're going to essentially pull
back the curtains on this domestic relationship and
show you what was really going on, but it will take
some time. ‘

Thank you for your time.

THE COURT: Mr. McCollum or Mureddu.

MR. McCOLLUM: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Certainly.

MR. McCOLLUM: Morning, ladies and gentlemen. I
was introduced to you earlier. I'm Greg McCollum. I
have a law firm in Myrtle Beach, and also with me 1is
Dean Mureddu, who is a very fine trial lawyer who

works with us. Also seated at the table next to Ms.
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. McCOLLUM

Hall is Michelle who is a paralegal who works in our
office.

Thank you for being here. Ilalways want to say
thank you because you are a very important part of
this case and we can't get justice without you. It is
essential than we have you here. All of you have
taken an oath to iisten to the evidence and follow the
rules and follow the instructions of Judge Hyman, and
I know that each and every one of you has a family,
has a job, has other responsibilities and there are
important things that you would be doing except that
you are giving that up, giving that up to be here and
serve.

I also know that you didn't volunteer to do this,
and this is just a part of your duty. The judge said
years ago when I was much younger that this is the
most important service that you can give to your
country beyond serving in the military. I started
practicing law in my 20s, and I actually worked in the
Solicitor's office in the old courthouse across the
street, and I heard that every week because I was in
court every week, and many times in trial every week.

It finally dawned on me how important that was.
If you think about our society as a democracy,

everyone urges people to vote, and we think, our
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. McCOLLUM

votes, do they count because there 1s so many votes
cast or so many things going on. But this is sdme of
the truest function of a democracy. It is sow
important that we have you here to serve your country,
serve your state, serve your county, serve the people,
because we don't take Ms. Hall in front of some
government panel and some grouplof people, group of
(

officers or something like that; it is you. It 1is
your society. You are the ones that determine whether
or not she's guilty or not guilty.

I can tell you Ms. Hall welcomes this day. This
has been hanging over her since July of 2013,
July 17th, On that day, she was living with her
husband, Steve Hall. I think they had just gotten
remarried, married about a month. Because of things
you will hear about, and she gave extensive statements
in this case, she became concerned that maybe she
shouldn't stay at the house with him because of
drinking, he's getting loud and those types of things.

So she says she called her sister to come and get

her. She had beers or something like that, so she
didn't want to drive. It wasn't that far. Her sister
came. and got her. She was Jjust going to spend the

night with her family, her father and sister and I

think her sister's son. So her sister drives over,
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OPENING STATEMENT - MR. McCOLLUM

picks her up, she goes and spends the night with her
family.

The next day, okay, sometime later in the day,
the police call her and they have her husband's phone,

okay. It is a little odd, but you'll hear her

explanation of that. ©No one tells her where they
found it. Hey, we found your husband's phone down
next to the river, just someone turned it in. She

makes a comment, Well, we've been out earlier that
day, so maybe he misplaced it, I'll give it to him
when I go back home.

So she spent the day with her family, father,

doing different things. She goes home, has her sister
take her back to her house. She hadn't heard from her
husband. They go up, unlock the door, go inside and

find her husband in a pool of blood in his bedroom,
and they call 911 and call the police.

The police come, of course, tape everything off,
question her, question the other witnesses, take_her
-—- this was, say, 8 o'clock, 8:30 on the next day,
1gth of July. They take her to the police station,
question her extensively, guestion her until about,
say, 1:30 or 2:00 a.m. Then, they don't have evidence

that she killed him, so they let her go. They

continue to investigate.
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Eventually, they go to the river, find a gun in
the river near where the phone was. They keep
investigating questioning people, gquestioning
neighbdrs; questioning, do the things you would think
you would do. Who had a beef with this man? Who
could have done something? Who would do something?
They develop suspects, I think is the police language.
They can't solve the case, all right. They don't have
-— there are no witnesses that say Ms . Hall, or anyone
else for that matter, shot Steve Hall. There is no
evidence as far as, you know, fingerprints or anything

like that. ©No gunshot residue. No blood or serology

evidence. There is nothing no direct ey}dence,
nothing. So what the State does -- and this 1s the

case —- they come up with a theory that, well, since
we don't know who did it, she must haﬁe done it
because there are things that are suspicious.

You'll see that the neighbors' statements, and I
don't know if 1t is intentional or unintentional, and
they'll explain those things, but they don't —-- maybe
then heard a pop, 18 months later now they decide they
heard two gunshots, okay. You'll see that develop.
Most important thing for you to realize 1is that the
State, South Carolina, they don't have a case, okay,

because Teresa Hall, Teresa McCracken, Teresa
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McCracken-Hall didunot kill her husband, and there 1is
no evidence that she did. What the State has, for
lack of a better term, they have a theory. When you
have a theory, 1t 1s not enough to convict someone of
mgrder. In fact, at the conclusion of the case, after
we try the whole case and His Honor, Judge Hyman, will
tell you this very thing, okay. In.a special evidence
case dealing with circumstantial evidence, the judge
will tell you, among other things, the State has the
burden of proof, you must find -- the person on trial
is presumed trial, person doesn't have to present
evidence. All 12 of you must find a person guilty or
not guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, and he'll tell
you that.

He'll tell jou this also. It is very important,
to the extent that the State relies on circumstantial
evidence, that is where no one saw anything, just
trying to piece it together, as they‘say, all -- all
of the circumstances must be consistent with each
other, and when taken together, point conclusively to
the guilt of the accused. Okay. That 1s not going to
happen, and you'll see Why when we try this case. If
these circumstances are merely betrayed behavior

suspicious, then the proof has failed.

I don't know, ultimately} why the State did what
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they did. I certainly asked questions, but they don't
/

have a case; they have a theory. An innocent woman

stands trial on her life for murder, murder that she

didn't commit. She's waited this long, and we're

grateful for your service and very much appreciate you

being here.

At the conclusion of this case, I'm confident,
Ms. Hall is confident, we're confident that when you
go through it all, do your deliberations and due
diligence, follow the judge's instructions, deliberate
and speak to each other} that you will come to the
conclusion that you must find Teresa McCracken-Hall
not guilty, and when you do that, you would have
carried out your duty, honored your oath and you will
have served your community, country, your state and
your county and this court. Thank yoﬁ very much.

MR. GROOMS: State calls Jeremy Crews.

(JEREMY CREWS, having been duly sworn,

testified as follows:)

THE CLERK: State your full name and spell your
last.

THE WITNESS: Jeremy Alan Crews, C-R-E-W-S.

DIRECT-EXAMINATION

BY MR. GROOMS:

Q How are you this morning?
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A Good. How are you doing?
Q Very good. Thénk you for being here. Will you

tell the jury where you work.
A Currently employed with the City of Myrtle Beach

Police Department.

Q- Where were you employed during July of 20137
A Horry County Police Department.

Q What was your general duties while you were
there? |

A Patrol officer.

0] And did you respond to a call at Williamson
Circle?

A Yes, sir.

Q Is that within the county's jurisdiction?’

A Yes, sir.

0 Do you mind telling the jury wheré that is in

Myrtle Beach?

A Off of Clay Pond Road near Bercale area.

Q For those of the jury who don't know where that
is, can you -- sorry, I should have shown that to you
beforehand. Can you pick out where that area is on

this map? The swing bridge here?
A Yeah. So Bercale, so right on Clay Pond,
Williamson and it drops behind the circle.

THE COURT: Have him mark on the exhibit. Refer
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to the exhibit and have it marked so the jury can see

where he is talking about.

MR. GROOMS: For the record, it is State's 1. It

you could show the jury.

THE COURT: You've seen 17

MR. McCOLLUM: That 1is the blow-up?
MR! GROOMS: Yes.

MR. McCOLLUM: Yes.

THE COURT: Any objections.

MR. McCOLLUM: That was admitted.

(State's Exhibit 1 was admitted.)

A Here.

0 What is this body of water?

A Intracoastal.

Q So this is the Conway side?

A Conway side of the waterway, yes.

Q So, Officer Crews, you responded to the residence
that evening. What was the nature of the call?

A I got a call from a female stating that she found
her husband and he was shot.
i O Did you get that call?
A 911 did and sent it to my laptop.
Q Dispatch told you to respond to this house, that

A

" was the nature of the call?

Yes.N
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0 Do you know who made that call?
I A I believe it was the defendant, I believe.
Q But you don't have any knowledge?
I A I don't remember. On the laptop it shows a name.

| L don't remember reading the name that popped up on
there.
) Do you know whether it could have been the

defendant's sister?

A Possibly could have.
Q What time did you respond to this location?

I A I remember it was still light out in July. I
want to say about 7:00 or 8:00. i can look at the
record.
MR. GROOMS: Your Honor, 1is 1t okay if he
refreshes his memory as to the time?
THE COURT: Yes. The record will reflect he's
referring to his report; is that right, Mr. Crews?
THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE COURT: Very well.
Q (MR. GROOMS) What is -- once you are ready, what
time did you respond?
" A From looking at this, 7:38.
Q I'll show you a few pictures. This is State's 2,

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, which I Jjust showed to Mr.

McCollum. Can you tell me if you can identify these

21



22

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

152

JEREMY CREWS - DIRECT EXAMINATION

pictures? Say vyes or no, and I'll ask you about t@em.

A (Witness examines document.) Yes.

Q Is this the house you responded to that evening?

A Yes.

Q Is this the vehicle you saw in the driveway?

A Yes. |
MR. GROOMS: We ask to move them into evidence.
THE COURT: Without objectidn, 2 through 10.

(State's Exhibits 2 through 10 admitted.)
Q (MR. GROOMS) State's 2 is the front door of the

house you responded to?

A Yes.

¢ And State's 37

A That is a card from the cQunty'police. '

Q Is that your card?

A No.

0 Where was this card located? )

A On -the doorway.

0 State's Exhibit 4, do you recognize that as the

back of the card?

A I didn't pull it off, so I didn't mess with the
back of the card. |

0 Fair enough. So you didn't read the card? But
no question on the front door is this business card?

A Yes.
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Q State's Exhibit 5, is this the hallway when you

fifst -get into the house?

A Méin entranbe, ves.

Q Can you tell me State's Exhibit 6, is this that
orange bag that was -- when you first walked inside the
house?

A Ye57

Q State's 7 and 8, are these pictures of the

bedrooms?

A Uh~-huh.
Q So State's 7 is a picture of a room, looks like
some workout equipment. State's 8 is this -- this

isn't the bedroom the victim was found in, correct?

A No.

Q So this is a guest bedroom. When you responded,
did you go inside the home? |

A Yes.

Q Let me back up just a second. When you

responded, who was on the scene?

A The defendant and her sister.

Q Were they inside or outside?

A Standing outside.

Q And did you go past them ﬁo investigate?

A Yes. I kind of got the minor details of —-= they

stated he was in the back bedroom.
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Q Did you go to the back bedroom?

A Yes.

0 And did you find the victim in this case?

A Yes.

Q And what was his condition?

A He was —-- when you come 1in the bedroom, the bed

was to the right and the victim was laying right around
the corner laying on his back. He had a gunshot wound,
there was blood on the carpet, some on the bed and I

think some on the dresser as well.

Q Did you see a firearm laying near the victim?

A No, there was no firearm in the immediate area of
him

Q And just general observations, what did that mean
to you?

A It meant, to me, that there wasn't a possibility

of a suicide unless he would have fell back onto the

firearm itself.

Q What did you do at this point? Did you touch the
body?
A No. ©No, I didn't touch anything. I walked back

out and checked the immediate area as far as looking
for things, if anything was rummaged through, something
as far as like robbery type of sense, looked for forced

entry on the windows and back door as well, because
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when I first spoke with her, there was an issue about

1

2 the key, I asked her if the door was locked. But as
3" far as checking the ocutside -- from the inside, if

4 there was anything forced entry wise, that would show
S5|| any kind of home invasion type of thing.

6 Q Did you see anything?

7 A No signs.

8 Q Did you go back ocutside where the ladies were?
9|| A Yes.

10 0 At this point, did you know this to be a

11 potential crime scene?

12 A Yes.

13" Q At this point, did you secure the residence?

14 i\ " Yes.

15" Q What does it mean when you say "secure the

i6 residence"?

17 A Basically move everybody outside, keep them away,
18 || anything from contaminating the crime scene. Once we
19“ do that, we start a crime scene log, and anyone who
20l goes in and out is logged in.

21" 0 Did you talk to the sister in this case?

22 A I believe -- I don't remember exaétly if I spoke
23|l with her. I believe I spoke with her for a second. I
24 || don't remember the exact words of it. At that time, I
25 || had separated the sister and the defendant from each
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other.

Q What was the sister's demeanor in your opinion?
A Kind of in shock.

Q She was in shock? Was she crying?

A I believe she was crying. I don't remember
exactly.

MR. GROOMS: Can the officer look at his report
for a minute, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Certainly.

MR. GROOMS: Thank you.

A (Witness exaﬁines document.)

Q (MR. GROOMS) You Jjust read your report, and I

know it was three years, but do you remember whether

you talked to the defendant in this case,

Ms. McCracken or her sister, Sabrina Myers?

A I'm looking. I remember I was able to get the
sister to fill out a statement, that.was basically an
Horry County statement, like a witness statement.

o) Did you ask the sister if she talked to the
victim in this case?

A I'm reading. It said I asked the defendant if
her sister had seen the husband, and she stated, no,
because she had walked out to the driveway to meet her
when she picked her up.

Q And, obviously, was she referring to that day?
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JEREMY CREWS - DIRECT EXAMINATION
A The night before, because she went to go --
Q I'll show you two more pictures. Do you remember

seeing this wvehicle, State's No. 9 and State's 107

A Yes.
Q Okay. Was this the vehicle that was on scene?
A Yes.
Q Was this the vehicle that was in the driveway?

A Yes.

MR. GROOMS: Request to publish to the jury?

THE COURT: Was that part of the group that you
admitted?

MR. GROOMS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Very well.

MR. GROOMS: Yes, sir, State's 2 through 10.

THE COURT: Very well.

(State's Exhibits 2 through 10 published to

the jury.)

Q (MR. GROOMS) All right, Officer Crews, so you

secured the crime scene; what did you do next?

A We secured the crime scene, and like I said, we
had separated the defendant and her sister in two
separate cars.

Q And you called a detective?

A Yeah -- well, I called my supérvisor first, and

he called the detectives and they were in route.
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0 Do you know if they responded while you were

still there?

A Yes.
0 So no one else went in or out of‘the home?
A No one else went in.

MR. GROOMS: Court's indulgence.
(A brief pause in the proceedings.)
Q (MR. GROOMS) Officer Crews, last bit of
guestions. I know you said you talked to the
defendant briefly about whether or not her sister had

seen the victim alive; what was her demeanor?

A She seemed like -- I mean, when I first arrived,
they were crying. I remember she was saying he was in
the back bedroom, back bedroom. She mellowed out a

little bit, calmed down, like a shock type of sense
maybe.
Q Did you get the impression that the sister or the
defendant was more hysterical than the other?
A The sister.
Q Did you feel that something —-
MR. McCOLLUM: Obiject to the feelings and
conjectures.
THE COURT: Yeah, that calls for speculation.
MR. GROOMS: Yes, sir, Your Honor, I understand.

Q (MR. GROOMS) What was your impression of the
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/

defendant's demeanor that evening?

A At first, when I first arrived, hysterical. You
know, like I said, she was saying, He's in the back
bedroom, back bedroom. After that, it seemed like she
had calmed down a little bit.

Q Okay. Officer Crews, you talked earlier about

the question of the locked door?

A Uh-huh.
Q What did you mean by that?
A I asked her if she remembers if she unlocked the

door, that way we would know 1f someone had been in the
front door, 1f they did gain access to the house, did
they leave it unlocked, and she said she usually Fjust
puts her key in there, and that was just normal
routine. |
Q .So she put the key in, which was her normal
routine, which means would turn the key?
A Yes.
MR. GROOMS: That is all I have. Answer any
questions for Mr. McCollum may have.
CROSS—EXAMINATIONY
BY MR. McCOLLUM:
Q Myrtle Beach now?
A Yes.

Q How long have you been with them?
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A About six months now.

Q How long have you been a police officer?
A February was nine years.
Q And so have you been to these homicide scenes

before in the course of your duties?

A Yes.

CQ And I know you don't have a number that you carry
with you, but have you been to 2, 10, 20, or more than

you can remember?

A I would say a handful, maybe.

0 Five or six? .

A Maybe, vyeah.

0 Now, when you got to the house you were the first

officer to respond, right?

A Uh-huh.

Q Yes?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you saw Sabrina Myers, Teresa McCracken-Hall
there?

A Yes.

Q And then they -- one of them or both of them led

you into the house and showed you the deceased, right?
A Yeah, towards the back, because I remember the
bedroom was to the back right.

Q And the scene in there, were you able to
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determine when you went into the bedroom where Mr.
Hall's body laid, were you able to determine that he

had been shot with a gun?

A Yes.
Q And was there a large amount of blood present?
A There was some blood, but it seemed like it

wasn't fresh, it had been dried up type of blood.

0 You noticed there was blood on the dresser?
A Yes.

Q Yet, he was laying on the ground, right?

A Yes.

Q There was also blood on the bed, right?

A Uh-huh.

Q Yes?

A Yes.

Q And at that time you didn"t know how many

gunshots were fired, right?

A No.

Q No way to know that?

A No, not without clothing removed and things like
that.

Q You Jjust looked to see if you could find a weapon

in there?
A I looked in the area, because with a suicide type

of thing, a weapon would probably fall down to the
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ground, soO.
Q Now, when somebody, a person, shoots  a gun, they
get what is called GSR -- or gunshot residue —-- on

their hands, right?

A Yes.

Q That is common, right?

A Yes.

Q And when someone touches a gun, they leave

fingerprints, right?

A Yes, I assume.

Q And if somebody takes the bullets and puts them
in a gun, many timgs they put fingerprints on the
bullets, right?

A I've never got that detail with fingerprints in
any type of crime scene thing.

Q When someone touches a crime scene where there is
blood, or touches a person who has blood on them,
sometimes the blood is transferred to the person

touching them, right?

A Uh-huh.
0] Yes —-—
A Yeah, I mean....

That is a yes or no.

= O

Yes.

,MRJ McCOLLUM: For the record, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: All right.
Q (MR. McCOLLUM) Many times when someone shoots
another person or a living animal, mammal with a gun
at close range, they gef what 1s called blowback or
blood or DNA evidence or tissue, which actually sprays

on them, right?

A I would assume so.

Q If you don't know, you don't know.

A I'm not really into the crime scene.

Q All right. Did you or did anyone in your

presence put a plastic bag on Steve Hall's hands?
A Not -- not -- not me. I don't know if crime
scene or detectives did after that. Once I secured the

scene, I kept everybody out of the house.

0 You are familiar with that process somewhat,
right? .

A Yes. Yes.

Q Yes. And that is so that someone later can swab

the hands to see if the person who died fired a gun,

right?
A Yes.
Q Yes. And to your knowledge, there at the scene,

did anyone do a swab of Teresa Hall's hands?
A Not to my knowledge.

Q Do you remember if Ms. Hall was wearing a blue
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T-shirt when you saw her?
A I don't remember that.
Q Did you ever look at her to see if there was any

blood on her or her T-shirt?

A I don't remember any blood that would stand out
to me.
Q To your knowledge —-- and I don't know that you

know this, did anybody check the drainé in the house,
sinks 1in the house, showers, trash inside the house,
washing machine, trash outside of the house, anyone
check any éf those things?
A Not to my knowledge.
Q Okay.

MR. McCOLLUM: Thank you. That is all I have.

REDIRECT-EXAMINATION

BY MR. GROOMS:

Q Your generai duties are to respond to calls?

A Yes.

Q And you are not a crime scene investigator?

A No.

Q And once you cleared the house, you didn't
return?

A No.

Q Do you recall seeing if there was a plate of food

on the bed?
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A There was a plate of food on the bed, I remember
that.
Q Do you remember seeing a drink that had been

knocked over?

A I don't remember that.

Q Okay. But did you test thé blood that was in the
room versus a potential other liquid, or you are Jjust

assuming what was there was blood?

A On the?
Q On the bed.
A I just assumed it was blood.

MR. GROOMS: Thank you. No further guestions.

MR. McCOLLUM: Nothing further.

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you, sir.

MR. GROOMS: We ask that Mr. Crews be relieved.

MR. McCOLLUM: Without objection.

THE COURT: You are. released from your subpoena,
Officer Crews, thank you.

MR. GROOMS: State calls Patrice Pate.

(PATRICE PATE, having been duly sworn,

testified-as follows:)

THE CLERK: State your name and spell your last.

THE WITNESS: Patrice Reynolds Pate, P-A-T-E.
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GROOMS:

!

DIRECT-EXAMINATION

How are you today?

Fine.

Thank you for being here. Ms. Pate,

can you tell

the Court where you were living during July of 201372

Al

Q

b

b O

Q

. Williamson Circle.

And how long had you been living there?

I moved May 15t

,

Did you know the defendant or the victim in this

Mr .

No.

Hall?

Did you —-- do you recognize them as neighbors?

Yes.

Were you at home on July 17th of 201372

Yes.

And where is your home in relation to the

victim's home?

A

Q

It is across the street.

So the front of your home faces. the front of

their home?

A

Q

July 17th as unusual, see or hear anything?

A

Yes.

And did anything stick out to you on

Oh,

yeah.

I heard a couple of pops.
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Q wa, when you heard those pops, did you know what

they were?

A I thought they'were fireworks.

Q Did you growlup around guns?

A No.

Q How many pops did you hear?

A About two.

Q - And so you didn't grow up around guns. Do vyou

know the difference in guns and fireworks?

A I grew up in Maryland, so I heard fireworks a lot
around the 4th of July, and there was a slight
difference.

Q So what you heard stuck out as different than

-what fireworks normally sounded like?

A Yeah.

Q How far off is your house from the victim's
house? |

A I would -- coming out the front door, I would say

about 50 feet.

Q So just across the street?
A Uh~huh.
Q And what direction do you believe this sound,

these pops, these potential shots were coming from?
A From the front of the house.

Q You say you heard two pops that sounded different



38

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

168

PATRICE PATE - DIRECT EXAMINATION

than any fireworks you've heard; what time did this

occur?

A It had to have. been around 7:00-ish.

Q And did you go outside to investigate?
A Not at all.

Q Did you have any other involvement in this case,

whatsoever?

A No.

Q So you testified you don't know eifher one of.
them?

A No

Q Or didn't know, I guess you weren't there long
enough?

,
A No. No.
Q All right.

MR. GROOMS: Court's indulgence.
(A brief pause in the proceedings.)
Q (MR. GROOMS) Let me show you State's No. 14.
Take a minute. Can you tell me if you recognize that

as your neighborhood, the neighborhood that was yours?

A Yes.
Q And where was your house in location to that?
A It was around the bend. If you continue, 1t will

be on your right-hand side.

Q These were your neighbors?
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A Yes.

I < Did you tell the officers that night about what

you had heard?

A Yes.

0 Did you tell them you thought it could have been

fireworks?

A Yes.
Q And that would be the next night, 18th?
A Uh-huh.
Il Q But as you testified today, you are saying that

they weren't like any fireworks you heard before?

" A No. Fireworks have an extra sound like a residue

crackling, but this was singled out, clean,'two pops.

" MR. GROOMS: Thank you for your testimony.

THE COURT: Ma'am, Jjust for the record, a moment

1] ago you mentioned 7 o'clock, is that a.m. or p.m.?

THE WITNESS: P.m.

II CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. McCOLLUM:

f Q Hi, how are you doing?
A Fine.
Q I'm Greg McCollum, I'm an attorney defending Ms.

McCracken—Hall,.

A Okay.

" Q Whatever you heard, you didn't think it was a




40

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

170

PATRICE PATE - CROSS-EXAMINATION

gunshot at the time, right?

A Nope.

Q Right?

A Nope.

Q Clearly, right? Because we hear things from time

to time, right?
A Uh-huh.
Q And if you thought it was a gunshot and someone

was shot, you would have called the police or 911,

right?

A Uh-huh.

Q - Yes?

A Yes.

Q You would have done something?

A Yeé.

Q And this was in July of 2013, and you didn't do

anything until the police came and asked you what
happened, right?

A Correct.

Q You talked to two investigators back in July of
203, right?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember talking to Detective Frebowitz
and saying that you thought it was a single firework

and it was only one pop sound, and you thought 1t was
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even a little strange that you .only heard one sound; do
you remember saying that?

A No.

Q Do you know of any reason the detective would put
that in his report like that?

A I have no idea. I mean, if it was three years
ago, 1if he put that down, I'm not calling him a liar,
put I just don't remember saying that.

Q Fair enough, right?

A Uh-huh.
Q I understand. I don't know, and probably none of

us know, what we were doing July of 2013, right?

A Correct.

Q Certainly don't. Same question, thoﬁgh, with
Detective Lent, who I don't see in the courtroom, but
you gave a statement to him where you described it as a
loud bang that sounded like a firework, but, again,
described one sound; do you remember saying that to
Detective Lent?

A No. ,

Q Now, ih this case, after you were interviewed by
the detectives, really the night they found the body,
right?

A Uh-huh.

Q Yes?
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A Yes.
o) We have a record here, I'm sorry, and when the
court reporter puts "uh-huh" or "huh-huh," it is a

thing we have to deal with.

A Yes. Understand.

Q I know what you are saying, but if I ddn't say
something in a minute, somecne else will say something,
so6 say yes or no if you can.

A That's fine. Okay.

Q So then in preparation gr in investigation of
this case there was a time —- and I think it was last

September —-- that you met with the investigator, I

think it i1s Gerardi Livingston?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember that?

A Yes.

Q Yes. And I think Nancy Livesay, who was an

assistant solicitor who was handling the case at that

point?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember that?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And when ybu -— when they interviewed you, that

is the first time that you said it sounded like two

pops; do you remember that?
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A Yes, I remember that.
0 Now, during that time, when they were talking to

" you, was that at your house?
A That was at my job.
0 So they came to your Jjob and said they wanted to

H ask you questions about this?

A Yes.
" Q Because you were a witness?
A Yes.
0 Did you know they were coming, or did they just

" show up?

A They called me and made an appointment.

Q And so did they ever tell you that Mr. Hall died
" from two gunshot wounds?

A No.

0] Okay. Do you-know what then would influence yéu

" to decide to go from one pop to two pops in your

statements some two years -- two years and two months
later?

“ A No.
Q Was there -- did you ever learn through anything

I that Mr. Hall died as a result of two gunshot wounds?
A No. Didn't follow the case.

0 How long were they at your job talking to you?

A I would have to say -- they came in during my
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lunch. My lunch is an hour. I would have to say 30 to
45 minutes.

Q So when they were there with you ——- because your
statement was only a few minutes, right, five, six
minutes?

A Uh-huh, ves. Yes.

Q So what was going on during the other 30, 45
minutes?

A I talked to Mr. Livingston about knowing my boss

that was downstairs, so it was more personal

conversation after the interview. Is that what you
mean?
Q Oh, okay. So they were there a long time being

social and friendly?

A Yeah. It was only about five minutes, though,
that they were being social.

Q So can you go through the statement with me then?
It seems like if we would do a statement right now,
which we are doing right now, questions are asked and

then answered and that is it, right?

A Yes.

Q . Did you —-- is it possible they weren't there that
long?

A No. They were there about that long.

Q Okay. Now, 1in terms of how we remember things,
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do you think your memory improves after a couple of
years, or do you‘think it is better at the time of the
event?

A Depends what it meant to.-you, the thing that
happened. It depends how important it was to you. So
that answer is both. If it is something that was
important or devastating, your memory probably gets
better with it because when you are in the moment of
devastation, you blank out a lot of things. But if it
didn't mean anything to you, you could lose your memory

a little bit.

Q Now, did you know Steve Hall?

A No.

Q Did you know anything about him?
A No.

Q Thank you.

A Thank you.

MR. HIXSON: No redirect.

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you for
your testimony. Will yoﬁ need her further?

MR. HIXSON: No. I'll be happy to have her
released.

MR. McCOLLUM: Without objection.

THE COURT: You are released from your subpoena,

thank you.
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MR. GROOMS: State calls Jacgueline McGurl.

testified as follows:)

THE WITNESS: Jacqueline Renee McGurl,

M-C-G-U-R-L.
DIRECT~EXAMINAT£ON
BY MR. GROOMS:
| Q Ms. McGurl, you go 5y Jackie?
A Yes, Jackie is fine.
Q Thank you. Jackie, could you please tell
court where you are from?
A I'm from Fredericksburg, Virginia.
Q When did you move to Myrtle Beach?
A In September of 2008.
Q Were you married at that time?
A Yes.
Q When did you get married?
| A November 13, 2003.
" Q You are stillAcurrently married?
A Yes.
Q Same guy?
A Yes.
" 0 And his name?
\A Matthew McGurl.

(JACQUELINE McGURL, having been duly sworn,

THE CLERK: State your name and spell your first.

the |
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Q What neighborhood were you living in in July of
20137
A I think the name was Azalea Place.
Q Does Williamson Circle stand out to you?
A Yes. That is the road we lived on.
Q Lived on Williamson Circle. Ckay. So I'll show

you pictures marked as State's 14, 15 —-
MR. GROOMS: Court's indulgence, I apologize.

(A brief pause in the proceedings.)

Q (MR. GROOMS) All right. These are State's 12,
13, 14, and 11. Tell me if you recognize these
pictures. Take your time.

A Yes. This is our neighborhood, our house and our

neighbor's house.
0 So those are, without a doubt, pictures of your
neighborhood that you lived in in 20137
A Yes.

MR. GROCOMS: We'll admit them into evidence at
this time, State's --

MR. McCOLLUM: Just pictures of the house?

MR. GﬁOOMS: Yes.

MR. McCOLLUM: Without objection.

THE COURT: Admitted without objection.

MR. GROOMS: 11, 12, 13 and 14.

(State's Exhibits 11 through 14 admitted.)
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GROOMS) We'll walk the Jjury through this.

Can you tell the jury what State's 11 shows?

A That is our house and neighbor's house we used to
live 1in.

o) From a distance?

A Uh;huh.

Q Is State's 12 a closer-up picture?

A That's our house, my husband's old car.

Q Which house 1is yours?
A My house 1is here (indicates).

Q So the house in the middle of the picture on

State's 127

A Yes.

Q State's 13, what 1is that?

A Corner of my house and my neighbor, Steve's
house. |

Q So you said the house on the right was Steve's

house, correct?

A The house on the --
Q My right?
A Yeah. Okay, my left, yeah.

Q So lighter color house is Steve's, and yours 1is

darker with the window there?

A Correct.

0 I think we've identified all of them.
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MR. GROOMS: I would like to publish these to the

jury.
THE COURT: You may.
(State's 11 through 14 published to the Jjury.)
Q (MR. GROOMS) Ms. McGurl, did you know your

)

neighbors, Steve and Teresa?

A Yes.

Q Would you say you were friends?

A No.

Q How long did yoﬁ live in this neighborhood?

A I think it was three years.

Q S0 you were next door neighbors to thém for how
long?

A Well, the entire time, but they weren't there the
entire time. Steve wasn't there for about the first

year, and Teresa wasn't there for the first two, I
think it was.
Q So if I hear you right, you lived in that

neighborhood for three years, your were neighbors with

Steve over a year, and Teresa for less than that?

A Yeah, approximately. Yeah.

o] Okay. So they were your next door neighbors?

A Uh-huh.

0 You testified that you knew the neighbors, so you

knew them for that period of time?
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A Yes. (
Q But you weren't friends?

A No.

Q Were you friends with the defendant?

A \ No.

Q Were you —- what was your impression as

neighbors? They were your next door neighbors, so tell
the Court.

A To me, they weren't neighbors. I would want to
have -- they would drink and were loud sometimes in the
front yard. I kind of could tell they might be
trouble, so really wasn't a neighbor yoﬁ would want to
have.

Q- And how close was your home? The jury has
pictures, but how close was your Eome to the victim's
house? |

A Very close. What 1is that, maybe 5 feet from the

fence line, but I guess home wise, maybe 10 feet.

Q So you had a fence in the backyard?

A There is a fence around the side yard and around
the back.

Q Did‘she have a fence, also?

A No, we shared.

Q So a fence split both properties?

A Yes.
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Q Now, were you home on July 17th of 20137
A Yes.
Q Were you ever in your backyard that afternoon?
A Yes.
Q Did anything stick out to you that day about your

neighbor's conduct? Do you remember seeing or hearing

them?
A I heard them arguing.
Q Was this normal?
A Yeah, it was normal.
Q Did it éppear to be a heated argument?
A Yes.
Q Where were you when you heard this?
A In my garden on the side of the house, between

the two houses.

Q Do you know if they were in their/yard, or
inside?

A I think they were outside in the vard because it
was —— I could hear it Qell. It didn't sound like it
was coming through the house.

Q Did they appear to be intoxicated to you from

what you heard?
A Yes.
0 What time was this, ballpark?

A Yeah, approximately —-- I thought it would -- I
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would say around 3:00 and 5:00 maybe. Still daylight.

Q So in the afternoon?

A It was in the afternoon.

Q While you were working in your yard?

A Yep.

Q ‘ Now, going back to those pictures, your front

window on your house, what does it face?

A Well, it would face straight out and you could
see anyone coming into the neighbérhood. The picture
of the van that you would see, you couid see the end of
that forward to the neighbor straight across the
street, all the way to the front of the neighborhood.

Q So in your line of site, could you see the
victim's home?

A I couldn't see the home, I could see the complete
driveway almost.

Q I got you. So they are situated slightly beside
each other, but where you are in your living room, you

have a clear picture of the driveway?

A Yes. Yes.
Q Why would you be in that position in your home?
A Well, where my —-- my television sat against the

wall that was beside their home, and then my couch sits
here (indicates), would sit here. So you had a

complete view out of the window to watch the
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television, you could seevjust like that (indicates).

Q Okay. So you heard them arguing that day. Did
you see or hear anything else that afternoon that stuck
out to you? .

A Later on, I guess a few hours later, I heard what
I thought were fireworks, and that stuck out to me
strange because it was happening during a time where
you wouldn't be able to see them. It annoyed me
because my dog was old and he had a bad hip, so I know
he would be afraid and would want to get up, so I had
to rush out to get him gquickly before he got up and
hurt himself. So I was running to get him and bring
him in because they were setting off fireworks during
the da?, so I was grumpy, I guess.

Q - Understand. How many noises, fireworks, gunshots

did you hear?

A Approximately two or three. I don't remember
specifically. More than one, less than five.
Q And you testified you thought they were

fireworks?

A Yes. Yes.
Q What made you think this?
A They were just a loud pop, and I don't know what

else would make that sound. At the time, I didn't know

what else that sound could be.
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Q Did you grow up around guns?
A No, sir.
Q So would you know the difference in, say, a

firearm and handgun from the neighbor's address?

A No, I wouldn't. Not atvthat time I wouldn't.
Not without éeeing it.

Q But you know what you heard was unusual?

A Yes. Yeah. I didn't know why they would do it
at that time.

Q After you heard these noises, did you see anyone
come or go from the victim's residence?

A Yes, I did. I saw -——- I saw Teresa's sister come
and pick her up, and I saw Teresa leave with the dogs.
Q Before we get to that. I'll show you State's 9

and 10; do you recognize that as the vehicle you saw?

A Yes. Yes.
Q You said that was Teresa's sister?
A\
A Yes.
0 So did you see Teresa's sister get out of the
car?
A No, I just saw her in the driver's seat.
Q But you saw the defendant leave her residence and

go get in car with her sister?
A That's correct.

Q And you said she had dogs with her?
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A Yeah. Yeah.
Q Did anything about that come across as unusual to
you?
A Yeah. She had the little one, which I —-- which

was Steve's. I thought it was odd that she would take
the little one because that was his buddy and usually
it was with Steve. Steve carried him around all the

time. It was his baby, so the fact that he was going,
I thought that was odd. I thought it to myself in the

moment that it was weird.

Q So when you saw Steve, this dog was normally with
him?

A Yeah. Yeah.

Q What kind of dog was that?

A A little Chihuahua.

Q Do you remember’his name?

A No, I donFt know. I remember what he looked like
though. He was always with Steve.

Q All right. About what time did you see Teresa

leave the residence with the dogs?

A It was —-

Q I apologgze, let me back up to keep it in order.
What time did you hear the shots again -- or pops,
sorry?

25" A I would say it was early evening, like —-- not
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dark yet, you know. Not dark at this point.

Q Early evening in July? Are we talking about

7 o'clock?

A I would say around that time.
Q Around 7:00-1ish?
A Yeah.

Q Did you happen to see that vehicle again that

evening?

A Yeah, I did. I saw 1t a second time.

Q ‘What time did you see the vehicle a second time?
A . It was darker‘at that time, later.

Q Was it pitch black, midnight, or Jjust getting

dark? I know it is tough to remember.

A It wasn't pitch black, no. I could see the
vehicle.
Q Do you know if streetlights were on, anything

like that stick out to you?
"A It was just kind of dusk, dark, but it was enough
that I could see. Whether or not the lights were on, T

don't know. Maybe they might have been.

Q So summer day past 8:307
A Yeah. Yeah. You could still see it.at that
time.

MR. GROOMS: Court's indulgence.

(A brief pause in the proceedings.)
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Q (MR. GROOMS) After that evening when you saw the

vehicle return, did that stick out to you as unusual?

A Yes.
Q Why was that?
A Well, typically with =-- when the sister came to

pick her up, if it was an argument situation, they

. would go and she was gone for/a night and maybe come

back the next day. To return in the same night, T
remembef thinking in my head they must have made up and
everything must be okay. Bﬁt to be gone and come back,
I didn't see -—- I only saw the one individual. I saw
the defendant at this point.

Q So you saw the defendant when she caﬁe back?

A I didn't see -—- I didn't see any driver. I
didn't see the specific driver, the sister come back.

Q Just the vehicle? You don't know who was

driving?

A Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

Q Just to be clear.  Now, when did the police
arrive?

A The following day.

Q So I imagine you carried on your normal day, went

to work?
A I went to work, but an officer came to my house

that morning with a cell phone and asked 1f our
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neighbors were home, and my husband told him that --
asked him i1if the dogs were barking, the dogs should be
barking if you knock on the door, and the police
officer said no, and in the meant;me I went to work.

Q When you returned home that evening, were the

police already there?

A No. I got in the house and we went —— my husband
wanted to go fishing, so I said okay. So we got our
stuff together and walked out of the house. As we were

golng out to go fishing, police officers were parking
in front of our house.

Q A lot of police there?

A Yeah, there was quite a few. Yeah. Théy blocked
us off. We had to drive through our yard to get out.

Q Did you speak to the police then?

A I think my husband said something, could he get
out, and the cop said no, but we ended up going around

and we left and went fishing.

Q Did you catch anything?

A I don't fish, but I walk around, but my husband
did, yeah.

Q What did you think was going on next door?

A Honestly, we had no idea. There was a lot of

police officers to be there, other times that the

police came, it was just usually one.
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Q Did you come back to your house that night after

fishing?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And police were still there?

A Yes.

Q And did you give them a.statement?

A I did, yes.

0} Did you tell them about the pops?

A Yes.

Q And you described them as fireworks at the time?
A Yes.

Q And we've been through your testimony about the

difference in fireworks and pops and what you heard.
What you heard was unusual; 1s that correct?
A Yes.

MR. GROOMS: Court's indulgence.

(A brief pause in the proceedings.)

Q (MR. GROOMS) Had you ever seen Teresa driving
the white vehicle before?
A No.
Q But you are familiar that that was her vehicle,
the sister's vehicle?
A Yes. Yes, the sister's.

MR. GROOMS: Nothing further.

MR. McCOLLUM: May it please the Court?
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THE COURT: Certainly.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. McCOLLUM:

Q

firm,

I'm Greg McCollum. I represent, along with my

Ms. Teresa Hall, okay. You testified that you

didn't like the Halls, didn't like Teresa and/or Steve,

right?

A

Q

Correct.

You had difficulties with Steve, didn't you?
Me? No, I didn't have any issues with Steve.
Your husband did, right? -

Yes.

And, in fact, somehow, some way Steve had loaned

money or given money to your husband Matthew, right?

A

Yeah. I don't honestly know the specifics of it.

I wasn't involved in it. I didn't care to get involved

in it.

Q

I don't know exactly why or how, but, yes.

And Steve actually filed a lawsuit in small

claims court against your husband that same day, right?

Q

July 1

at Mr.

A

A

Yeah. Actually, I found out today that it was

" the same day.

All right. At the time of this, Wednesday,
7th, 2013, when you heard these things going on
and Mrs. Hall's house, where was your husband?

Working.
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Q And where did he work?
A He worked -- at that time he was actually working

for a company that cleaned'office buildings, and things
like that. He was working at I think -- what 1is it
called Avcraft -- I think they ére now closed, I
believe -- 1s the building he was cleaning, AVX
building.

Q Avcraft, which is a general aviation company at
Myrtle Beach Airport, right?

A Yes. Yes.

Q But earlier he told the pol;ce that he was at
Little River Medical Center on Homestown Road?

A He did both of those buildings that night, so I
don't remember which came first.

MR. HIXSON: I object relating to defenée counsel
opening the door under the underlying nature of this
discussion on redirect. We may need to get into
information that is ultimately underlying that, and
we'll have to take that outside of the presence of the
jury.

THE COURT: It is time for the Jjury to take a
break anyway. Take them back in the jury room.

(The jury exits at 11:08 a.m., énd the
following is heard out of the presence of the Jjury.)

THE COURT: Mr. Hixson.
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MR. HIXSON: This relates to the third-party
guilt issue I brought up at pretrial, and in addition
to that, we talked about the ngture of $200 and what
it was about. The allegations in the case reports
provided to counsel is that the defendant is selling
her prescription pain medication to Matthew, and to
rebut the nature of this underlining controvers&, the
text messages in the Cellebrite report indicates that
is what is going on. Matthew didn't want Jackie to
know about it because she was concerned about him not
qontinuing to use prescription medication.

To rebut the nature of this third-party guilt,
the defendant has opened the door for me to explain it
is the defendant's misconduct causing this problem by
illegally selling pills, and I don't think we want to
get into that.

THE COURT: Third-party guilty can't be some bare
assertion that has nothing o;'goes nowhere as far as
exonerating the defendant. It simply is based on
speculation. I mean, first of all, it is not
admissible in that regard, just the bare assertion.
It has to be something specifically that relates to
the innocence of the defendant.

MR. HIXSON:. In addition, Your Honor --

THE COURT: Now, if he opens this door, you know,
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I don't know if we're to that point or not,‘but Mr.
McCollum, you open this door and I'11 let him'go right
through it.

MR. HIXSON: Additionally, we have a certified
copy from the magistrate's office on this lawsuit. It
wasn't served on Matthew McGurl until August 9th,
which is after the defendant's death. So the motive
for a lawsuit for third-party guilt is not
inconsistent with the defendant's guilt, which is the
Gregory standard, which Holmes supports, and I'm
concernedbabout protecting integrity of the verdipt
one way or the other, and if I talk about the
defendant on pills to rebut this argument, I may have
a problem.

THE COURT:. Mr. McCollum, I mean, this lawsuit
you are talking about apparently is filed -- I mean
how would he even know it was filed? It was not
served until days later.

MR. HIXSON: It was filed the day of the
defendant's death\according to Ms. McCracken's
statement, but not served on Matthew until after the
death, so he wouldn't have known about it.

THE COURT: I understand. I understand. Where
are you golng with it?

MR. McCOLLUM: Listen, I mean, it 1is a thorny
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issue we looked at and thought about. I understand if
I open the door théy will be able to go through some
of these —--

THE COURT: Do you have anything to suggest -- I
mean, you are talking about a lawsuit that was not
even served until after his death. Do you have
anything at all other than just speculation.

MR. McCOLLUM: Well, you know, her husband was
developed as a suspect and he gave an alibi, which to
us seemed conflicting because he was at two different
locations. The police eventually toock him to Florence
to take a polygraph. So he was definitely a suspect
at the same time that Ms. McCracken was.

MR. HIXSON: He passed the polygraph and we have
time sheets with Avi that he was ét work, that is why
he was discounted as a suspect, and a $200 lawsuit
over selling pills is the 5nly motivation they could
find. \

. THE COURT: You are limited, }ou know, in this
case. You are limited to such facts as are

inconsistent with your client's guilt and to such

facts that raise a reasonable inference or presumption

as to his own innocence. You just can't make a bare
suspicion with nothing more. I mean, that is all you
have?
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MR. McCOLLUM: I think there is more that gets
developed.

THE COURT: Tell me what you have. Tell me.

MR. McCOLLUM: It is our understanding that
Mr. Steve Hall owned a bar -- ran a bar ran by Hells
Angles or another group, that he was involved in the
using, buying, selling prescription narcotics, that
he -- -

THE COURT: How does that relate to Mr. McGurl?
Has he ever been in the bar? Do you know anything
about that?

MR. McCOLLUM: It relates —-- it could -- listen,
IAunderstand what Your Honor's point is, okay. Since
Mr. McGurl was involved in that enough that it created
problems such that they were sending messages back and
forth to Ms. Hall ‘and her husband‘and accusihg each
other of things, a lot of nasty stuff was Jgoing on.

THE COURT : Tell me. I mean, I need to know.
What do you have?

MR. McCOLLUM: May I hand it up instead of
reading it?

MR. HIXSON: Just to clarify for a sec@nd. There
could be no better perfect Gregory case than having

the defendant get a chance to talk about him having a

loose affiliation with the Hells Angles with a bar.
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There is nothing in discovery relating to that other
than investigative techniques that anyone else
possibly could.have done this. I mean, that is on all
fours with what Gregory stands for. Trying to get the
idea that Matthew McGurl and Hells Angels, that has
got to be someone that is violent to get inside the
house.

As it relates to what Counsel handed up, I think
it is important, for the record, to understand that
the Cellebrite report that I intended to introduce
tomorrow afternoon is the document that he handed up,
that is the extraction report. I'm talking about
carrying our burden that this stuff happened, it says
in Teresa's phone, Hey, I owe you $200 and 35 for a
total of 235. You owe me like $65 bucks for the shit
I gave you twice. You said you would give me pills
for it and never did.

That 1is the kind of stuff the Jury gets to hear
if it comes in, and I don't want the jury to hear
that. Thére are more like that in here. I didn't
intend to introduce the Cellebrite report to deflec£
what this message was —-- there is also a text about,
Stop texting my wife. My wife dcesn't need to know
anything about it.

So we know that Matthew was trying to protect his
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wife because éhe‘s continuing to say I'm trying to get
him off pills. How that hés to do with defendant's
guilt is difficult to fathom.

THE COURT: You know, there has to be an order
for third-party guilt or evidence of third-party guilt
to be admissible. There has to be proof of some
connection with the crime, there has to be a chain of
facts or circumstances that tends to clearly point to
another person as the guilty party, and we don't have
any of that. I mean, the fact that he may or may not
have sold some pills to the victim would be nothing
more than -- nothing more -- nothing that I have seen
connects the third-party with this murder, nothing.

I mean, do you have anything? I mean, the State
has provided you with time cards as to where he was.

MR. HIXSON: We don't have time cards. We have
testimony from AVX, the detectives went to his work .

THE COURT: He has nothing to do with it. I'm
not going --

MR. MUREDDU: 1If I may, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Certainly.

MR. MUREDDU: First off, we ha?e no time cards és
proof of an alibi for Matthew McGurl. I dispute
whether they exist or not. More specifically --

MR. HIXSON: We do not have them eithexr, I Just
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clarified that.

THE COURT: Okay. )

MR. MUREDDU: If you look, I'm going to read it
just because what I would argue is we've got three
threatening messages. I'll read the first one. One
of you bette} get the fuck out of the house. Sorry
just doesn't cut it forAwhat you did. I'l1l never talk
to you again. You fucked me. You are a rat. You
didn't remember the rules of the playground. Quit
calling and texting me and my wife.

The third one, Your Honor, again, it is in the
texting age, all cap letters sent on a last text.
Clearly, Your Honor, our position is there was a major
conflict going on between, I would say, both of the
McGurls potentially,.but particularly Matthew McGurl,
our client and the victim in the case. Further, when
it comes to the explanation as to the alibi --
specifically Ms. McGurl -- has added to =-- number one,
she is part of her husband's alibi. She also has
added to what she originally told the poclice as far as
what she saw, what she heard.

Your Honor, I was listening carefully to what she
actually said, and she described herself as not being
friends with these people. I think what is being

omitted, if not concealed, 1is there is -- was a
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significant hostile relationship between her household
and the Hall household, and I think that we should be
able to explore that.

MR. HIXSON: These afe the defendant's c¢ell phone
records, not the victim's cell phone records. This
animosity is between the defendant and Métthew( not
Speven. Any animosity is specifically excluded
because it 1s not relevant to -- she's the one they
are mad at, not Steven Hall. It is not consistent
with her guilt. It is a Gregory right on the money.
That text message was between Teresa Hall, bring it
you on. Next one to Matthew is, Bfing it on. It's
not Steven.

MR. MUREDDU: The Solicitor is .drawing a
conclusion that Mr. Hall was not a party to this.

MR. HIXSON: i'm pointing --

THE COURT: You are drawing a conclusion that he
was.

MR. MUREDDU: Well, based oo the Solicitor and
the State's position is, is the interaction between
Mr. McGurl and Teresa was in relation to Mr. Hall's
prescription medication.

THE COURT: Let me ask, what do you got? They
didn't like each other. Do you have anything to even

suggest to this Jjury other than a bare speculation
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that Mr. McGurl had anything to do with it?

MR. MUREDDU: He was in the exact same proximity
that the defendant was, circumstantial evidence case.
The only person that says he didn't go back to that
house is his wife.

THE COURT: I believe that it is excluded under
Gregofy; and I won't allow this line of guestioning,
period. Take a break. Witness 1is instructed not to
discuss her testimony, but she may leave the stand.

(A recess was taken.)

(Court's Exhibit 1 marked.) -

MR. McCOLLUM: I know we want to move along, but

we were just discussing -- and we tried to go down
this road and Your Honor said we can't -- we would
like to just proffer this evidence. I don't think it

will take that long, and we'll introduce and get
testimony from her, introduce this as Court's exhibit.

THE COURT: Go ahead.

MR. McCOLLUM: I kno@ the rules of trying a case,
is it okay if Mr. Mureddu does this?

THE COURT: No. One attorney, one witness.

MR. McCOLLUM: We were hoping we were going to
get the Morgan and Tommy rule.

MR. MUREDDU: Would you like another copy of what

we handed you?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

- 19

20

21

22

23

24

25

201

PROFFER - JACQUELINE McGURL - EXAMINATION BY MR. McCOLLUM

!
THE COURT: Yes.

PROFFER

BY MR. McCOLLUM:

Q

of the

I'll ask you guestions, and this is not in front

jury, okay. I know it 1is unpleasant, and I'1ll

try to get through it. Just answer the guestions and

we'll

move on. There is no question but that your

husband Matthew had disputes with Steve Hall, right?

A

Actually, I thought him and Steve were okay.

They were neighborily.

Q
house?
A
Q
A
Q
house,
A
Q
right?
A
Q
a viol
someon

A

And did your husband -- would he go to Mr. Hall's

th often -- not in my view, from me.

But you know he had been there?

Yeah. He had helped Steve move.

Helped him move. And if he went to Steve Hall's
Steve Hall was likely to let him in, right?

Yes.

And that wouldn't apply to that man§ people,

That, I éan't answer.

Mr. Hall did, did he have a reputation for being
ent person and somebody that could erupt and harm
ev g

Not that I know of.

71
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0 And was Mr. Hall -- was he a big, strong
individual?

A He was a big guy, but he broke his ankles. I
don}t think he was that strong.

Q There is no -- the -- were you aware that Ms.
Hall was making threats to your husband to teil -- that
they were going to tell you stuff, negative things

about him and/or her, not that they were necessarily

true?

A No, I didn't know she was making threats to him.
He was trying to cover it up from me. She called me
cne time and told me, but I didn’t -— as far as do I

know threats, no.
Q " And on the night of the murder, your husband was,

you say, doing his job, cleaning buildings, right?

A Yes.

0 And one was at Avcraft?

A Uh-huh.

Q And  the other one was Little River Medical?

A Correct.

Q Did he clean those businesses after they were
closed? ‘

A Yes. He had to use a security code to get in.

Q And fo your knoWledge would anybody else be there

when he was cleaning?
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A Not at Little River, but at the other place,
yvyeah. I forget her name that used to work with, but he
had a partner he worked with at Avcraft;

Q And your husband was developed as a suspect in

this murder, right?

A Yeah, early on. Yeah.

Q And police suspected him and thought he might
have done the killing, right?

A I think they were eliminating him, this, what 1is
happening now, I think that is what they were doing.

Q And the police went and checked, to some degrge,

your husband's alibi, right?

1

A I don't know if they did.
Q And if you don't know, that is fine.
A I really don't, I dén't know.

0 And your husband was required to go to Florence,

South Carolina and take a polygraph?

I A That 1s correct.

Q To prove to the police he was not the person who

did the crime,'right?

A Correct.
| 0 And you know that to.be true?
A Yes.
Q And you, yourself -+ well, I won't askfthat. Did

you have text between you and Teresa Hall?

73
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A I don't remember. I know there was a phone call,
but a text messages -- I don't -- because I've sworn to

tell the truth, and I want to say I don't remember,

because I don't remember. I know there was a phone
call.

0 Look, I understand.

A I‘m trying to be honest.

Q Appreciate that. It is not a trick question,
just asking for information. But yoﬁr husband had some

“ type of pill-based relationship with Teresa Hall and

Steve Hall, right?
A I know of Teresa, I don't know of Steve.
Q And Steve was taking painkiller medications

because he had that terrible injury to his feet, right?

A I don't know that either.

Q That is fine. And there is no guestion but that
yvour husband would -- could go to Steve Hall's house,
right?

A Yes, he could go there.

0 And in terms of -- sorry, I lost my train of
thought.

MR. McCOLLUM: Court's indulgence.
(A brief pause in the proceedings.)
MR. McCOLLUM: I think that is it, Your Honor. I

had another point, but I can't remember.
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" MR. HIXSON: May I mark these?
PROFFER

BY MR. HIXSON:

Q Are you awafe of the defendant's pain medication
prescriptions that she has for her, are you aware of
that as neighbors and discussiéns of —-

A I only know because it ail came out that he got
pills from her, because he told me, but other than
" that, I don't know of their prescriptions. I don't
know their business.

MR. HIXSON: Fair enough. Nothing further. We
" have argument -- I guess it's no argument Jjust --
MR. McCOLLUM: Your Honor, you ruled. I Jjust
" wanted to proffer.

THE COURT: And, again, I reiterate. I have
heard nothing from this witness, I've heard no
evidence of any train of facts or circumstances which
would tend to clearly point to some other person. Her
" testimony seems to indicate_that there wds no problem
between the victim and her husband. There may have
" been some nefarious relationship concerning pills with
her husband and the defendant, but nothing to suggest
that he even had a problem with the victim. And so I
would reaffirm my prior ruling. I think any such

testimony would only tend to confuse and mislead the
!
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Jury. I'm not going to allow 1it.
Thank you. Let's bring the jury in.
MR. McCOLLUM: Then I can continue to --
THE COURT: Certainly. Yes. Bring the jury in.
(The jury enters at 11:39 a.m., the following
is heard in the presence of the jury.)
THE COURT: I think we have evéryone back in the
courtroom. You can continue, Mr. McCollum.
| CROSS-EXAMINATION (Continued)
BY MR. McCOLLUM:
Q Ms. McGurl, you were interviewed by Detective
Lent, who I think is seated right here now, this
gentleman, right here (indicates), the night éhat

police were investigating on July 19th; do you remember

that?
A Yes.
Q And do you remember where you were when you

talked to Detective Lent?

A First time was in my garage.

Q How did that come about? Did someone knock on
the door, standing ocut in the yard, or do you remember?
A He came over‘he came over.

Q " And he was asking you gquestions because you were
a neighbor?

A Yes.
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I Q And at that time ydu told him that you ~- that

you heard a loud bang, right?

| A Yeah. I remember it then, vyeah.
Q Then, I think vyou also described it as a firework
sound?
A Yes.
Q Yes. And at that time you didn't say anything

about Teresa McCracken coming back to the house a
second time, right?

A When I was talking to him?

Q When you were talking to Detective Lent in 2013,

July l9th, when you were in your garage?

A I don't know if I said anything about it then or
I not.
Q And you described the sound you heard as a loud

I bang or singular type of sound, right?

A Yeah, multiple ones, but just like bang, bang.‘ I
don't know how many. I don't remember.
Q So you don't remember telling the detective you

" just heard the one sound?

A No. I don't remember if being -- whether it was
one or another. I don't remember how many it was. I
know it was more than one, but I don't remember how

I many.

Q I think that you said —-- you reported in your
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statement you had said that you heard firework kind of

sounds before and people in your family would always

say

it is just fireworks, so you didn't bother to tell

your husband that you heard it, righﬁ?

A

was

Q

A

No, there was no need to tell him. I thought it
fireworks. I don't think I mentioned it to him.
So the sound you heard, it startled your dog?

I assume 1t would have. He was outside and I was

inside, so I ran outside to get him.

Q

A

Q

Because your dog had the leg or hip problem?
Yeah, so he wouldn't get up.

And you were kind of angry that you heard the

sound, right?

A

Q

I was annoyed.’

Because your dog =-- it is going to cause your dog

to maybe harm himself?

A

Yeah. I thought he would get up and hurt his hip

because he needed help to get up.

Q

So when you were outside, you got your dog and

took your dog back in?

A

Q

Uh~-huh.

Yes?

Uh-huh.

So at that point it wasn't significant enough for

to tell your husband that you heard it?
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A My husband wasn't home at the time. If he was
working, I wouldn't call him to say, hey, I just heard
fireworks. I'm not sure ——- I didn't think it was
anything other than fireworks.

Q If you did, you would have done something, taken
action, called the police or something?

A Correct. If I thought it was something more.

Q When you said you heard -- you say you heard
Teresa Hall and Steve Hall aréuing, right?

A Uh-huh.

Q And you were —-- I think you said you were working

in the garden?

A Yes.

Q So the garden is outside of your house, right?
A Uh-huh.

Q Yes?

A Uh-huh.

Q Were they inside the house or outside?

A Pretty sure they were outside, but I don't know
for sure. It would -- at the time it sounded as if
they were ocutside. I remember thinking they were

outside, but I didn't see them.
Q You said that you saw Teresa leave the house with
the dogs, right?

A Yes'.
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Q What kind of clothes was Teresa wearing when she

left the house?

A Shorts and a shirt.

Q Do you remember her wearing a blue shirt?

A Now this many years later. No, I'm sorry I do
not.

Q And then after you talked to the detectives —-

before I go there, let me ask yod one more guestion,
yvou didn't know the dog's name, right?
A No, i don't remember the dog's name. I did know

it, but I don't remember it now.

Q . You can describe the dog, right?

A Yeah, a little dog, Chihuahua type of dog.
Q Was it a Chihuahua?

A I think so. Chihuahua, a little guy, mix.
Q And the other dog?

A He was like a black lab or something.

Q Okay. So they don't look anything alike,

correct?

A That is correct.

Q So we have the black lab, which is not Steve's
dog?

A Uh-huh.

Q Yes? For the record.

A I got you. That's correct, I would consider that
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Teresa's dog.

Q

A

Q

A

Q

And the little dog, the little Chihuahua mix or

Il whatever, was Steve's dog-?

Uh-huh.
Yes?
Uh-huh.

At some point the people from the police

\department or from the Solicitor's coffice came back and

interviewed for a second time?

A
Q

A

Q

Yes.
And they recorded it?
I don't know, maybe they did. They may have.

And the person that canie back was a man, a

" gentleman, by the’name of Gerardi Livingston, black

man, maybe my age or a little older?

A

year,

Q

Yeah. Yeah. That was Jjust in September of this
you mean?

'15.

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yes. Yes.

So September 2015 they came?

Yes.

Yes?

Yes.

And then there was a woman I think with him,

named Nancy Livesay, who was the then solicitor
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handling this case?

A Correct.

Q You remember that?

A Correct. Yes.

Q And in this statement you said that you heard a

sound, something that sounded like fireworks, right?

A Uh-huh.

0] Yes?

A - That is correct.

Q And then in this statement you said that you saw

Teresa come béck to the house a second time, right?

A Yes.

Q But you never saw that in the first statement two
years earlier, right?

A I don't know.

Q And at any time since the>shooting happened, from
July of 2013 until now, today, has anybody given you
any information about how many times Mr. Hall, Steven
Hall, was shot?

A No, I didn't know. I don't know exactly. They
said something -- at one time I was told something, and
I don't remember what it was, but I honestly don't
remember how many times, and I don't know where. I
have no idea where wounds were inflicted. It is

horrific to me, and I honestly don't like to talk about
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it.
0 So given the inconsistencies between the first

statement, July of 2013, to the second one in September

1/

of 2015, do you know which -- are you a hundred percent
sure?
A Well, when they walked me through it and I

remember, I mean, even in the moment when I realized I
heard gunshots instead of fireworks, it makes me cry,
you know, knowing that someone was over there shot
{crying) . So it brings about emotions when you talk
about someone and you find out that your neighbor was
killed, you know, you try to remember things in the
moment . It is hard when you sit around and think about
it later, you know. Things start coming back, and
maybe something you didn't think was odd before was odd
later\when you found out what potentially was the
reason behind it.

Q And you sald "when they walked me through it, "
right, when they walked you through it?

A When they asked me questiops, that made me

) )

remember things.

Q Did they ask --

A Asked me questions. ©No one led me, they asked me
specifics.

Q Did you see Teresa Hall the next night when the

83
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police were ihere; did you see her that night?

A At some point I did.

Q Did you notice 1f she was wearing the same shirt
you saw her wearing the day before?

A No, I can't say I did. I don't remember one way
or the other. I don't remember.

Q Did anyone ever ask you that?

A I don'é remember 'being asked. It has been three
years since the time, I don't remember. I remember
hearing loud noises and I Jjust wanted to get away
because it was Jjust drama. I just tried to stay away
from any drama.

Q Good idea. So you were having issues remembering
exactly what you saw and heard, right?

A No. I remember hearing fireworks. I don't
remeﬁber clothing. I don't remember what I was wearing
that night either, but I know what I heard. I know I
heard firework sdunds, for sure. The number of them?
That, I don't know. At the time T wasn't thinking, I
should remember this.

Q Who would? Who would? Could you have heard
three or four firework sounds?

A No. I know it wasn't four because they stopped,
and I remember thinking that I got up to get the dog

for no reason because it didn't continue; it ended. So
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JACQUELINE McGURL - CROSS-EXAMINATION (CONT)

they didn't continue setting off what I thought were
fireworks, so I thought, oh, I got the dog up and moved
him for nothing.

Q So that was July the l7th, right? .So

July 4th was -—-

A 13 days prior.

Q 13 days prior. So you heard fireworks on

July 4P, righto

A Uh-huh.

Q And you heard fireworks some days after that,
right?

A Oh, yeah. There might be a day or two of

fireworks.

Q And then it kind of goes on after that when
someone 1is popping fireworks, right?

A I mean,'I don't know, but there were —- it’s -— I
mean, they sell fireworks in town so I can't say no for
sure or yes for sure, but potentially.

Q And since then and, you know, last year, last

summer and the summer before that, you heard fireworks

too, right?

A I didn't hear last vyear. I didn't go, but I did
prior to that. I didn't see any firewérks last year.
I don't live here anymore.

Q You live in another state?
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lll A Uh-huh.

2 Q And fireworks are illegal?

3 A Yeah, you can ha&e little ones, but not like

4‘ here.

5 0 Because here you hear them from time to time?

6 A Once in awhile.

7 MR. HIXSON: Asked and answered.

8 THE COURT: I think it has.

9 MR. McCOLLUM: Court's indulgence one moment.

10 (A brief pause in the proceedings.)

11 Q (MR. McCOLLUM) One last thing. You said that
12 youf husband was going fishing. Was he —— does he

13 fish at night or duriné\the day?

14 A We would go right about when I would get off of
15 || work. I got off at 4:30, so we would hit the ponds

16 about 5 o'clock. Right after I got off of work we

17 || headed over there. !

18“ Q There is a specific place?

19 A We went go to Arrow Head sometimes or —-- what is
ZOllthat -— River Oaks Golf Course, and sometimes we would
21l go to Myrtle Beach National because he would clean over
22 there, too, and they let him go over there.
23 Q And fish in the golf course ponds and stuff?
24 A Yeah. Yeah.

25" Q And you were going the night the police were
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JACQUELINE McGURL - REDIRECT EXAMINATION

questioning you? N
A The night that they came to the house, we didn't

| even know they were out there. I came home. They
weren't out there when I came home. But in the time we
got ready -- I changed my clothes from work clothes.

By the time I changed my work clothes to go, the police

had shown up, and then we went to leave.
MR. McCOLLUM: Thank you.
REDIRECT-EXAMINATION

BY MR. GROOMS:

Q When you testified about the pops, the sounds,
what direction did that come from?

- A From the side to the back -- it wasn't over here
for sure (indicates), but it would have been to the

| side or rear of my house.

Q When you say to the side over here, if you are

I facing the road, you mean your right or your left?

A If I'm facing the road, it is on my right-hand
side, 1if I'm in the house. If I'm facing my house, it
1s to the left.

o) To reiterate, State'sng, your house i1s the house
with the car in the driveway. |

A That's correct.

I 0 And the victim's house is to the right?

A The victim's house is to my left when I'm looking
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CRYSTAL BOYETTE - DIRECT EXAMINATION

at the photo.

Q I'm sorry, to my right, the tan house?
A Right.
Q No questioﬁ about that. Is that the direction

you heard the shots?

A Yes.

Q Did you change your habits with your living after
this?

A I rearranged my living room so that I couldn't

witness anything like this again. I changed the TV to

the other side of the room so I wouldn't have to see

out.
Q Thank you, Ms. McGurl.

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank you for
your testimony. Any further need for this witness?

MR. HIXSON: No, sir.

MR. McCOLLUM: No obijection.

THE COURT: You are released from your‘subpoena.
Thank you for coming.

MR. GROOMS: State calls Crystal Boyette.

(CRYSTAL BOYETTE, having been duly sworn,

testified as follows:)

THE CLERK: State your name and spell your last.

THE WITNESS: Crystal Boyette, B-0-Y-E-T-T-E.

DIRECT-EXAMINATION
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BY MR. GROOMS:
0 Thank you for being here. Would you mind telling
H the Court -- telling the Court where you lived in the

| Myrtle Beach area during July of 20137

A Yes, I did.
Q And do you recall the morning of July 18th?
il A I couldn't tell you what date it was, but, you
know, I found a phone and turned it in.
Q You're getting ahead of me, but that's all right?
" A Sorry.
Q Where did you find this phone?
A I found it at the Peachtree Landing at Socastee.
Q And I'll show you a couple of pictures. Tell me

" if you recognize this as the area you are talking

about, State's Exhibit 15, 16, 17 and 187

THE COURT: Have you seen them?
MR. McCOLLUM: No objection.
THE COURT: Without objection 15 through 18.

{State's Exhibits 15 through 18 admitted.)

" Q (MR. GROOMS) Can you tell me if you recognize
these?
A Looks like the dock out by the waterway.

" Q If you don't mind, the jury can't see that. Hold
it up so they can see what you're talking about.

State's 15, okay. Thank you.
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CRYSTAL BOYETTE - DIRECT EXAMINATION

A You want me to continue to hold each one up?

Q Yes, please.

A That again is the dock by the waterway with the
benches. This one looks like the bench where the phone

was located, and another shot of the bench as well.

Q Are you familiar with the area?

A Not real familiar. I've been there a couple of
times there before.

Q Do you kno& whether i1t was on the waterway or

not? You know what the waterway 1is?

A That 1is the Atlaﬁtic Intracoastal Waterway.

Q Correct. That is where you were?

A Yes.

Q In Socastee?

A Yes.

Q You testified you found that\bhone on the park
bench?

A Yes.

Q What did you do when you found the phone?

A Well, I called the police, met them at the gaé

station around the corner and turnedAit in.

Q Do you remember which gas station?

A I don't know. You go out and take a right, and I
think there is a Burger King, Dunkin' Donuts across the

way. It is right by the Methodist church. There is a
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CRYSTAL BOYETTE - DIRECT EXAMINATION
big, pretty Methodist church.
Q So you went towards the beach, not towards

Conway? You went on the other side of the waterway?

A Yeah, I went across the swing bridge. I'm trying
to think. Yeah, I think you go across theqswing
bridge.

Q There is a church.and Socastee High School and

there is donut place right there and a gas station?

A Yes.

0 The other direction is a gas station and bait
store. Can yvou tell which one it was between those
two?

A I'm not familiar with tﬁe bait store, but it is

the gas station by the Methodist church.

Q Very good. Did you try to turn the phone on?

A Not that I recall, no.

Q Did you know whose phone it was?

A No.

0 What made you want to turn it in?

A I felt that the police were more appropriate to
find the owner. I had my own problems and just

couldn't deal with tracking down the owner of a phone.
If it was my phone, I would want it returned, so I
simply turned the phone in.

Q Do you know Teresa McCracken-Hall, the lady to ny

91
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CRYSTAL BOYETTE - CROSS-EXAMINATION

right at this table?

A No, I do not.

Q Do you know Steven Hall?

A No.

Q Do you have any other connection in this case?

A No.
| MR. GROOMS: Thank vyou.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. McCOLLUM:
Q I'm Greg McCollum. I'm a lawyer defehding Teresa

McCracken—Hall.

A Okay.
Q So where did you find the phone?
A I found the phone on the first bench, on the

first dock at Peachtree Landing.

Q Where the boat landing is?

A No. The boat landing is there, but there is a
little park area with a playground and picnic tables
over to the left of the area as you ére coming in‘and
facing the waterway, and it was on the first —-- where

you can walk out and fish and, you know, actually on

the waterway.

0 So it is on the same side of the river as the
boat landing is, where you put the boats in the water

under the bridge?
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hn A Yes. .
0 And what time did you get to the park?
A It was very early. It was right around dawn. I
couldn't tell you the exact time, but it was, you know,
" had just -- just getting to be daylight'.
Q Do you live in that area?
A I was actually living in Myrtle Beach at the
time.
Q And what took you to the area that morning? It

was really early, right?
A "Yeah. Well, I was actually trying to get out of

the Myrtle Beach area, and so I just rode out to the

park to have breakfast.

0 And so you weren't working that day?

A I don't recall if I worked that day or not.

Q Had you been to that park before? /

A Yes.

Q You frequently go there?

A Occasionally.

0 Just to sit next to the water?

A Yeah.

Q You don't go there to fish or anything?

A I have not yet been there to fish. I see people
doing it, and I may in the future, but at this point I ‘

" have not.
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CRYSTAL BOYETTE -~ REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Q All right. And the police officer came and

picked up the phone from you?

A Yes.
Q And thanked you, got your name and information?
A They didn't at that time, but they did call me

back later.
MR. McCOLLUM: Thank vyou.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

l BY MR. GROOMS:

Q There 1s a gquestion whether you were on the right

or left side of the bridge. On the right-hand side is

where the boats are, the boat landing, and on the

left-side is the pictures you identified. So I'1l show
you one more picture, State's 24, and tell me if vyou

recognize this pictures?

A Yes.
Q Is this the side you were on?
A Yes, it is. I think the guestion is to what side

of the bridge I was on. I was to the left of the boat

landing, but that 1is still to the left of the bridge.

Q Correct.

MR. GROOMS: State's 24 we offer to move into

evidence.
MR. McCOLLUM: I have no objection 24.

(State's Exhibit 24 admitted.)
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

MR. GROOMS: Nothing further.

THE COURT: You méy step down. Do you need her
further?

MR. GROOMS: No, sir.

MR. McCOLLUM: Without obijection.

THE COURT: Ms. Boyette, you are released from
your subpoena.

'THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MR. GROOMS: We would call Officer Billy Rellamy.

(BILLY BELLAMY; having been duly sworn,

testified as follows:)

THE CLERK: State your name and spell your last.

THE WITNESS: Billy Bellamy, B-E-L-L-A-M-Y.

DIRECT-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HIXSON:

Q Good afternoon. How are you?

A Good.

Q What do you do for a living?

A Horry County Police Department for approximately

fivé years. -~

Q So you were working for the police department the
morning of July 18, 20137

A Yes, sir, I was.

Q What were your duties like that day?

A Normal routine patrol. I patrolled the Socastee
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

area of South Carolina. I handled calls that came up,
complaints from individuals that came up, stuff like
that, through dispatch.

Q Did vyou have a call or a reason to respond to a

recovered i1tem in the Socastee area early that morning?

A Yes, sir, I did.
0 Tell us about that.
A At approximately 7:30 a.m. I got —-- notified by

dispatch to respond to the Scotchman convenient store,
5010 Socastee Boulevard, in reference to an individual
locating an Apple cell phone.

Q Did you ultimately make contact with an
individual?

A Yes, sir. I met that complainant at the
Scotchman convénient store. -

Q Do you recall what her name was?

A I'm going off memory, Crystal, but I can't

remember the.last name.

0 Did you, in fact, meet her in the early morning
hours?

A Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

Q About what timebwas that that you met her at the

Scotchman?
A Going off -- it was probably around 7:30, the

same time.
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q 7:30 a.m.?
A Yes.
Q Is it fairly common to recover property, and if

so, do you have a process that you would go through to
try to reunite that lost property with its owner?

A Yes, sir. We have a lot of found and lost items
returned to us. Normal process is we askvthe person
who found it, where éhey found it and see if we can get
details on the owner.

MR. McCOLLUM: May we approach?
(Whereupon, a bencb conferénce was had.)

Q (MR. HIXSON) When you do recover property, do

you have a process to reunite thé lost property with

the owner?

A We speak with the person to see where they fouhd
it and see if they havé any other informatiocn, and we
go through the process to see if we can figure out who
owns 1it. If we don't locate the owner to have it
returned, 1t goes into our evidence for safekeeping
until the owner claims it.

0 Fair enough. Did the Crystal —~'lady named
Crystal, did she tell you where she found it?

A Yes, sir. She advised she located the phone at

Socastee swing bridge park, off of Peachtree Road under

544 bridge on a bench.
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Q All right. There they are. I'll show you a

couple of pictures, State's 18, State's 17, State's 16

and State's 15. Take a look at those.
| MR. HIXSON: Your Honor, they are already in
evidence.
THE COURT: All right.
Q (MR. HIXSON) Take a second and look. Are you

familiar with that area?

A Yes,>sir.

Q Is that what you call Swing Bridge Park?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you see benches and stuff in that location?
A Yes, sir.

Q Is that consistent with what Ms. Boyette told
you?

A Yes, sir, it 1is.

Q Now, I assume you gét into the process of

relocating the phone, did you power it up?

A Yes, sir. Once 1 received the phone and couldn't
get any iurther information from the complainant that
called us, I -- the phone -- Apple cell phone was off
at that time. I attempted to power it up to see if
there was any battery, and it did power upvand it was
unlocked.

Q So that phone on that bench had been turned off?
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

A Yes, sir.

Q Because you turned it on?

A Yes, sir, I turned it on when I received it.
Q Do you know —-- as best you can recall fhat

powered event, what time would that power event have
been?.
A It had to have been between the time I received

the phone at 7:30 a.m. and I believe 8:00 a.m.

Q So around 7:30 to 8:00, scomewhere in there?
A Yes.
Q Based on that powering of the phone, you are able’

to determine the phone number of the phone that you
recovered of the phone you had in your possession at
that time?

A Yes, sir. I'ﬁ familiar with an Apple phone, so‘
when I powered it up, it was unlocked and I was able to
check the voice mail setting greeting, which it has the
phone number for that phone right there, and it
provided me with the owner's name.

0 Tell me the number ydu got™. Is it the 902

number; do you recall?

A The number, I believe so, yes, sir.
Q What number do you recall being on that screen?

A I don't have it right in front of me. That's

been around three years ago, I can't remember the exact
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1 number on the phohe. ¢

2 ) Did you have an indication from the settings on
3| the phone who the phoﬁe belonged to?

4|| A Yes, sir.

5 Q  Let me ask you this. Did you go through any

6l other computer system with Horry County Police

7 Department to -- did you call in an RMS system or

8¢ anything to determine who the person's number may

9 correspond to?
10 A Yes, sir. Once I located —-- found that cell
11 I phone number and associated it with the name, I was
12 || able to go through our RMS reporting system 55 run the
13 nameiand phoﬁe number to see if they correlated.

14 Q That is good. So you just went ghrough a
15 computer database to see what you could find. Did you
16 find the name Steven Hall associated with this

17 telephone number?

18 A Yes, sir.
19 Q And to refresh your recollection -- apology.
20 I'1ll let my -- did you fill out an incident report in

21 relation to this?

22 A Yes, sir, I did.
23 Q Let me show you this and see if that refreshes
24 || your recollection on your incident report. If you

25| don't specifically recall the number that was on that
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phone, 1is that what you are saying, you don't recall
today because 1t's been too:many years?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you write that report when the information is
fresh in your mind?

A Yes, sir.

0 And that would aid you in recalling your

testimony for the jury?

A Yes, sir.-

Q Do you see if Steven Hall's cell phone is on that
report?

A Yes, sir, it is. It 1is -2013 number.

0 Very good. Thank you. We have that. Tell us —-

you were able to determine through your computer checks

that that number was associated with Steven Hall's

name?
iy Yes, sir.
Q And then what steps did you take to try to

reunite Steven Hall with his phone?

A Once I did that, I connected the cell phone name,
there was a previous report done in our system that
provided me with the address of Williamson Circle,
that is how I located the address.

Q So you were able to determine where the cell

phone owner lived?
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A Yes, sir.
Q What did you do with that information?
A At that time I advised dispatch that I would be

in route to the Williamson Circle address to locate the
owner of the phone.

Q Did you, in fact, do that?

A .Yes, sir. I responded to Williamson Circle at

)

approximately 8:02 a.m.

Q Okay. When you got there, what was the condition
of the house, ér what did you find?

A Everthing appeared normal around .the house.
Nothing locked out of the way. I attempted to make'

contact, knocked on the door several times, and nobody

answered and had no response from anyone.

Q Did you hear dogs barking or anything?

A No, sir.

0 After no one responded to the door, that is
roughly 8:02 a.m. on the 18FH»

A Uh-huh.

0 Did you do anything in addition while you were at

that location?

A While I was at the location, I observed a

neighbor next door outside doing yard work and I asked
.

if that was, in fact, Mr. Hall's residence, and he said

it was.  Then I asked the neighbor if he had seen him
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recently and he said he had not seen him in a couple of

days, I believe.

Q But they confirmed that was Mr. Hall's residence,

but didn't know anything else other than that?

A That's correct.

Q Let me show you what 1is State's 2 and 3 in
evidence and see 1if you recognize those two. I'll hand
the witness State's 4, which is in evidencé. Do you

recognize those items?

A Yes, sir, I do.
0 What.are those?
A After I was unable to make any contact with Mr.

Hall, T provided a business card with my name, number
and contact info and put it on the front door for him
to contact Horry County dispatch in reference to his
foqnd property.

Q Does that appear to be the location where you put
the business card? | |

A Yes, sir.

Q You wrote your message on the back. That's
pretty clear, you can read it?

A Yes, sir.

Q After not having any success at Steven Hall's

house, did you make any further steps to try to reunite

that phone with the owner?
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A Yes, sir, I did. At the time I actually went
through the cell phone contact list and attempted to
contact any family member that may be able to get in

contact with Mr. Hall.

Q Did you make several phone calls off the contact
list?
A Yes, sir. Around 8:19 a.m. I was able to

determine one of the last contacts that he had on that
phone, and contacted that contact and left a voice mail
stating that Mr. Hall's cell phone had been found and
to return our call to dispatch or advise Mr. Hall to
call dispatch.

Q So you left a voice mail. Was that

Ms. McCracken's information on the phone?

A Yes, 1t was.
0 And the number you called, I believe you
indicated -- do you recall what that number was that

you called in the contact 1list?

A It is on the other part of the report.
Q: Extraction reports?
A Yes, sir —-- well, it is, right here, the
-6546.
Q : That is the number you called and left a voice
mail?

A Yes, sir.
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q I'll show you State's 72. I believe you had an
opportunity to review this voice mail; is that correct?

A ' Yes, sir.

Q ~ After listening to it, is the contents of that
recording a fair and accurate representation of the
volice mail you left on Ms. McCracken's cell phone that
morning?

A Yes, sir.

MR. HIXSON: State moves 72 into evidence.
THE COURT: Mr. McCollum?
MR. McCOLLUM: Without objection.
(State's Exhibit 72 admitted.)
MR. HIXSON: I think we'll publish it in a
second. This has to boot up so I'll keep talking.

0 (MR. HIXSON) Abocut what time do you believe you

left that voice mail?

A Approximately'B:lQ a.m.

0 So we have a tight time frame. So your call for
services was 7:30 to 8:00, you determined the phone
number around 8:00, 8:05, in there somewhere, you made
it to Mr. Hall's house, knocked‘on the door and left a
business card within that same period, right?

A Yes, siri

Q And then you made several phone calls in contact,

including Ms. McCracken's phone, at 8:19; is that where
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BILLY BELLAMY - DIRECT EXAMINATION

we are?

A Yes, sir.

Q You did, in fact, left a voice mail, and I guess
we'l; hear it in a second. I've been stalling for
time. Let's listen.

(State's 72 published to the jury.)

THE COURT: That is 8:19.

A Yes, sir.
Q (MR. HIXSON) At that point in time the defendant
called you back on the number that -- how did that

>

happen? At some point in time she called you back?

A Yes, sir. At approximately 12:00 p.m. the
defendant contacted Horry County dispatch with the
number I provided and advised that she had been staying
with her sister in Brightenwood subdivision off éf 707,
advised me she would meet me at Scotchman convenient
store on Socastee Boulevard to retrieve the phone to
return to her husband. |

) I don't know if you have séen this before, but
this is State's l,)and that is in evidence. It is a

little tough, so I'll try to put it back