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-Miss® Blandi

LANDIN, aftertbéingvduly
sworn, testified as follcws:

“.THE CLERX: . And tell us what your name is.

THE WITNESS: -Blandin. B ;
THE CLERX: Okavy. Just have a seat. ;
: ’ :
PRI ‘ .
BY THE CCURT:.
0 Miss Blandin, if vou'll just sit right here.- :

gusstions,: all right?

I'm going to ask’ vou

A

ST RS

Q- 19. Where do vyou go to school? ’ ;

e

w0
%
I
0
0‘\
}_J
t

o

™

E. He is 14 :

L
<
n e
L SEVEL
;

A My granams
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B oo DIN-EXAMINATION BY THE COURT

0 What's her names?
A Madel Riverc.
Q - ‘Okay. 2nd do vou know what yvou're doing here

p:y Yes, sir.
Q vou do? What are vou doing here today?
A I am ¢ the truth of what happened to my

mother.
Q cay. And do vou inow who vour -- who's
representing your wother or vour grandmother, Ms. Rivero?

That is, who is her lawyer?

2 Lan Farnsworty

i)

Q What Dan's job, do wou know?
Y case

THE COURT: Ckay. Good sncugh.
211 right. Do you have any questions that you'd

like to ask har bearing upon her competency to

I'm geing to give a general charge to the

"1 as witnesses.

' just trying to

]
9}

ompeten"tb testify.

she's abls to give coherent and

I would mention is

485 Volume Il of Il
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THE COURT: The oath? . . AR R

BY THE COURT: "

H

Q You understand that vou just.took an ocath? Do

|- you ‘remember “the oath. that Ms. Coker, the nice lady, asked

you to take?

N
+ ~r
(L
48]
n
' 1
=

ask vou?

e
o
et
a)
e
3
o,
£
5
3]
o
o
,_l
0!
143}
o
o

i
wn
i}
M
0
{1
E
14
0,
=
]
I
(e}
s
N
g
I
[$3]
o]

cath to tell the truth
in this casc. T :

i

Q.. Ckay.. 211 right. 2nd do you understand what
telling the truth msans?
2 Yes, siz :

14

if you fail to tell
‘the ~tzruth that vou can poctentially -- that you can get .

into trouble? Even if vou're telling your grandmother a

4 . : '
lie, vou-egan get "in trouble, right?.

N T = e
A PG, 5L

!
B - . B - H
Q Is it to vell a lie? . .

!

Q Ckay. And do you -- vou had the opportunity to -

~talk aboutb. o Farnsworth?

.
s ST - ’ ‘
7.

/

difference between what .
1

he
Q
@
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22
23
24

25

_:L.M@DIN-E::f'i_rvmsATION BY THE COURT

is the truth and what is not ths truth?

Y Yes, si

5

Q Qkay. 2nd has everyvthing you've discussed with

him bzen the truth as far as vou know it?

- /
A Ho, sir
0 What happens when vou tell a lie?

2 I could get into big trouble.

THE COURT: A1l right. Okay. I do find that .
she's competent to testifv. She clearly knows the

s opposed to a lie. I

0]
23]
ol
l.l.
joo]
08}
0
I
1
m
|—J
|_—l
’_l
3
[€s]
r
s
&
I~
e
ot
sy
[%)]

also ncts that without provocation or any

‘response, she indicated

do today was tell the

iave any other questions

-~ 1% wou'll give special

1
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!

i

“we'll do that at the cldse
4 . }

;
4

v

3 Miss Blandin, this is what I'm going to ask you -

4 to do. I'm going to ask you to go and. sit back down..

o
back up to the stand and

. 4

7 . vou will take another oath in front of the jury,
b

8 :
S f

10 Okay. 'Bring them in
11 now, p;éase. , ST

12 into open court at !

i ~1l4

i

15 'gentlemeh.

167 - : Mr.o-Luginbill, oMz, Wilson, Mr.: Farnsworth, you

3

17} . . may call vy L

18 MR,

A

19

20

want you to put ‘your

21 ieft hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.and -
22 face f
23 after being duly |

24 | sworn, testified as foallows: - o - ConoT N A T

4 H

; 25. What's vour name? !

A ;
T o 1

o 488 Volume Il of Il
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B =015 -EXEMINATION. BY -THE .COURT

THE CLER¥X: Thank wou. Please be seated.

"BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q cv- Can vou f

T

21l the jury how old you

are?

o -
2y Ten

voit ¢o to school?

Y Waloome

rads are vou in there at Welcome

Q You know vyou're hers today to talk about what

Y Yes, Sir
- Q Znd I'm going to have scome questions for you and

then the attorney for the sheriffi's department is going to

have some questions Ior you, OIay

0 You know vou're hers today to tell the truth,

when the police came to

9th, 20117

- ha; SLT
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Q  The night before that, can you tell the jury |

what you remember seeing bstween yvour mom and your dad? .

RN

~A .. My dad and mom were arguing. And that_night,ihe

*hit her in the stomach. = - G e

Q Okay. Where were they arguing, inside the. - .-
house, outside the housa?

Ay Ingice the nouse.

0 Ckay. And were chey downstalrs or were they

upstairs? g f
| A hey weré upstairs in my mom's bedroom. ]

car L, oQi v -~Abourt what time was this?_ :
r ) In Detwe. 3:G0 cd 11:00 é

0 Sc, it s in the night? %

-2 Yes, sir ]

1

Srocther's name?

Q  Ckav. 2nd how long had your mom and dad been

fussing that night?
-7 Tam. Imemyise t
S S PSS S L0 . - .

s

vy . Do wou  ramenser what . they were fussing

490. Volume Il of I




10

11

12

13

14

15

1le

17

18

19°

20

21

22

23

24

25

291

FARNSWORTH

about?

e
v
B
(0]
0
ot
m

Q ' Okay. And when did you walk into the room where
they were arguing? #Were vou in there the whole hour they

were fussing or not?

2 I was in there the whole hour.

3
9]
=1
H
[
(b
8
-
C
¢
=

Q Okav. 2znd when you saw your mom hit your dad,
tell us exactly what you

A Ee hit her in the stowmach twice with the same

arm. .

Q " Ckay
S he spit in ner face.
Q Did he say anything to her when he was hitting

her?

-
prae
O
Z
(0]
)]
e
I}

happeried?

a KRN . T .
= LiRg ICUX Lger away.

0 Ckay Close as vou are to the Judge maybe?
A Yes, sixy
Q Clay 2 'was your brother standing?

Y He was standing on the other side of them. I

was standing on one side and he.was standing on .the other.

491 : Volume Il of 1l
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>

~them

when thevy

Q

uhappened%;m

vl

e
N

&}

=

Q

momma get

next?

down.

RNSWORTH :

ECEOIE AN

§
they fussed like this before thig, :

ij"S

5c0

Ol

VT o

wachn by vour dad, what happened.

‘eputies be

she -laft with me. a‘_ndt_ '

1 to calm him down. :

]

hit your momma

ot

had you ssen your daddy being taken

H

Hh

ore-for hitting yo@r;,

nappened arter you saw. your : -,

H

that nicght? R N
{ s : f.

U ot

t

egve the house pretty -.:

1

i
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- BLANDIN-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

out ‘upset? - Tell us ab&ut;what hzppened when she left to
go outside?

2y She just rushed out upset.

Q Okay. 2And did she -- what did she tell you and
Makayla?

2 She didn't tell us nothing. She just went out

with us.

G So, wvou followsd your mom outside?
2 Yes, Siry

e [ )
[ 3
b Q
'
-~ 1
- oy
0" (D
l..l
[ 0
. n
I
v}

Okay. 2nd tell us -- I don't think I asked you

Tell us who -is.

this, but

T
x, - - b b= ] em P )
0 Your little sister?
T e e KR
e res, 8ir

ooud

(9]
[
(o]
H
[o}
'. ')
v
e8]
)
0]

w
n
i
.
0
0
{h
(i
)

Q

vou and your mom and -

‘rushed ‘outside that night, where did you go?

-
-]
(0]
(e}
iy
M
0
m
K
o0
a
i)
0,
Al
o}
<
0]
r
O‘
=
0
w)
Q
3
o]
H
o,
O}
5
0.
1]
=
]

made & phone

sigter.

Q Ckay. 2nd how late do vou think this was?

R
]
ot
3
;
i
3

Q . Okavy. &#nd did wrall go inside and get anything
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to eat at McDonald's? :

N .

A No, sir. :

+Q .~-Go through the drive-thru -or anything?- :

L No, 'sir. :

! Q +She just: got a house.and made a
phone call? S

2 Yes, gi¥ i

3

Q Could you hsar what she was saving to her sister

¢
i

Q Okay. 2After she finishedAthe,phonéacall,4wheﬁefa
did y'all go? :

back to uiie house and'she parked her car:

in the garags and we slept in the garage that night. .« Py

ey

when she left the house, did

o)
C
a
<
-
)_I
]
u
o
()
t
1

she ste¥l Holrand anything -- your brother anything about

3 5

staying there?

pe the told o ¢all her on the house phoée*i
if anvthing happens %
. Q The house phone or the cell phone? é
A ' Ths house phone. , SR : :
e . w Ohy . from the house phone? ,
I Unh-huh o B
0 Gloay S2, this is in Décember, right? §
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=T AT T AT
- :JL,-—.L\ID‘LL\x

0 Was it cold th

2 Kind of .-

=t
o}
=1
o}
3
(o))
1L
3
Q
[
[t
‘..I
'.J .
cr
P
-
)

@)

down when

O
O
i

!

{n
O

b @]

came

Q

or do vou

auring

0,
o)

at night the wvan?

why did you and your

leav

1)

?

not leave because we

before or.had tried that

night, did y'all wake up

in your beds?
vou remember whether your dad
o get wvour mow to come inside?

crning, does your mom wake you up
3’
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- BLZNDIN-DIRZCT BY MR.

A We w

leave.

O

. oY ‘not ‘be  guie

o2
n
e
[§h

Q Wny did she te

4o
0n
(0]
(i

D
81}
~

. o
N =0,

P4

she bring-your:

R W

rememsar? .

D
S
[9)]
«

'y

+,
¥

Q Down

c-Okay

we can leave to go to our grandma.

Q kay .

FZRNSWORTH

i
?

ent into the house ahd got -some clothes to

[

2né did she. 17YOu whether to be quiét

P T N - - :
o7 CL E S T
[ o

told me to be cuiet.

et

v

i you that? T
/e wouldn't waks my father up.

JAnd you were going to. get clothes: why?
. .

N

When she went back. inside with you, did ..

iittle 'baby sistexy inside, too?

balby sister slseping or does she:

-not.sleeping. .

nz wutbt the baby, do you

stairs. Ckay. : 8¢, you guvs were-quietly .

trying to do what in the house that morning?

our c¢ilothes and g

D14 anyone ¢o wake up-.: PR
i

our stuff so we could.
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my men

and fr

downst

’
)
o

with v

to the car and then me and

went going to the restroom

use

eshen up. downstairs, wmy father came

airs.

o

-~ was he angry or was

vl

he came downstairs?

W€l

He was angyv

Do vou ramemosr he said?

Ee said he was awake the whole time.

You mean the morning v'all had bsen quiet?

ju3t argued with her a little.

wmom had woken_ up and he

some things and went outside to. the

o
[¢1]
.

your

vou said?

onn the sofa and you

our mom

, SiX
i . -
Ckav What hapoensd next?
nE o-- one
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JSHORTH

Q And where were you when he did this the second

o
[
<
z
)
)
s
|_|
=
or
o
)
1)
1
ml
D
(@
oy
i
=

Q0
@)
k)
m
ot
&
n
o+
.
[44]
ot
3
o
i
o2
-y
g
H
0
Q
=3
0
a.
cr
n
2.
a,
0]
ot
=2
D

2nd what -did vou ‘think about that?

T R N T = -
A Hhact I was . :

4

t
o

you do next aiter vou saw vour dad hit your mom in the

stomach again that nioxs #hat did you do?

‘Ch, we went -~ wa rushed out. to the car.

§=

*
¥

Qo You and who?

Ry mon .

RN
ol

-

l\:)
O
A
[o}]

M
el
by
o
B
4}
o
]—'l
{

()

)
2.
!
o
o

t
.
=g
(D
H
1)
)

= Yes, Sir
0 Znd iad saying or doing?
DS When wa were going to the

che car?.
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I 12 00IK-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A He -- when we were going to the car, we forgot
to get- on the couch. 2nd then he picked her up

and when we went ---then we

came out with [ N
Znd my mom kept saving, Give me _

T e =g = 1- EoJUL N
nd after like five

e car and then he

her back tc you and vour mem, is that when your mom called

the police chat morning?

2 2nd I think you =32id & few minutes later, he

o 3 e e D - .—\". e
hande - back To vour momt

"ﬂ
[U
in
43}
]
»-;

ioor for him?

L]
w)
l ’]
O
n
oy
®
O

3
¢l
i1
o
.X)

A o, sir. ‘

9] Ckay. 3he just reoilied the windcow down a 1ittle )
bit?

a- Uh-huly, ves, sa:

N

or did he come back

i : s o
A He staved ins:ic

- and wasn't giving '
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"

iD

you?.:

- 2L2NDIN-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

0 Stcil
d Py Yeas,

. When the polics arrived, was he.still

o

»olice were there, where were -

sir.c Lo

P N S
LAIIG T WORE O

police arrived, was your! dad .

el

SEG Lne oL

ficers talk to yéu“:'

- How many police.officers did you see show

s

500 | Volume Il of Il




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

24

25

301

Q Okavy.
got there, was your
o Yes, sir.
Q And then

police officers?

2y She was o©

Q Ckay An
there, you saw your
officxrs7

2 Yag, Siw

Q Co

Y No, sir
0 How closs

A warsa
var.

) L.ike abou

I A

and grandmotihizr --

like they were havi

/

FLARNSWORTH

=hie was -- when the police first

cuisicde with you in the van?

at scmz point, she went inside with the

When vour grandmother first got there, ‘do

mom was inside or- outside?
-- when the police officers were,

wom and grandmother talking to the

vou hear what they were talking

to where you were

-- like five feet away from the

‘less from me to you?

5

d what

did

it look like that your mom

conversation did it look

ng?’
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302

I =i 01N-DIRECT BY MR

" MR... HARTER ,Excuse'me, JUdge;-cah we approacﬁ

1

2 on that? Z

3 THE COURT: Sure.. ?

4 THE WITNESS: They were having;ﬁ— %

5 MR. FARNSWORTH: Hold on a second: We!re going

6 . to talk_tOithé“Judge a-minute;.ékay.= |

7 _J?HEnWITNESSAVHQkay:H

8 (WHEREUPON, an off-the-record benéh'cdnferencé

9 was helaAin;;heﬂpfeséhce of the jurf but out wa
10 ﬁthe.hearingpofwthegjury.)l,;{*}~Aq' é

11 | BY MR.FARNSWORTH: 1+ . .0 o 0 o o3 - A
12 Q So—, my_qﬁ_estion was ;when . you. saw your
 l3:<'grandmother and-Yéufwmom~eut;by—therVanvnear~y§uataikiné-Aa-- -
14 -yththewpoligg;officerfaWha:»did it”look-like”théy:were f e
15 'talking abouté | : ;

. o . ¢

16 MR. HARTER: Objection.

17 . . THE COURT: ':Yes, sir. Yes, sir. .

18 ‘THE WITNESS:;;They,lobked~like‘theYFWeré talkingv
19 ébout'what happened that night éna.what_happened tﬁat‘
20 morning}, = ,~33‘:;a~' | -

21 |- BY MR.VFARNSWORTH;

22 Q. Okay.ﬂuAnd;what‘YOu,were seeing,. did -you see

23 ~them~having,é“cooperativé conversatiQn?~‘Doxyoqunow whét.
24";cooperétive.means?3~it meanélgégﬁiﬁg.along? ;
‘25.~; Mﬁs/HARTEg?figéiécfion; Your.ﬂonof;'-"’( ?
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21

-BLANDIN~DIRECT‘ BY MR.. FARNSWORTH

THE COURT: I got you. I understand. You've
got a continuing objection.
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q Did it -- did your--- tell me this, this would
be a better question. To you, what did it look like your
mom was doing when she was talking with the police
officers?

MR. HARTER: Your Honor  --
THE WITNESSi"CaanOu repeat that?
THE COURT: You've got a continuing objection.

I understand. | ‘ |
BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

| Q Did it look like your mom'Wasrhappy talking to
the officers or was upsets?

A Kind of upset.

Q Okay. Could you tell whether your grandmother
was.upset or happy talking with the officers? |

A She was upset, too.

0 - thei;e's some things that I want to ask -
you about that have been talked about already in the case,
okay? And you just tell me whether these things happened
or didn't happen, okay? When your mom the night before
got hit and you and’_saw it and she got angry and

left the house with you and - did your dad lock the
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N =1 25018 - DIRECT BY. MR i FARNSWORTH ;
“door and. lock her:out?.: = RIS ‘ x
A No, sir. i B .,

Q Did your dad keep you three .kids -inside and not.

let your ,mom have you? .

A No, sir.

~

he?

A Yes, sir.:-

Q Did your mom 'sleep in.the van by herself all s

night or sleep in there with you:-and _

A With me and_.ﬁ S

-5

S aQT Okay.‘r:j-_vo];un»tarifly.,stay‘ed inside, didn't .

!
Q Tr_ie next morning.when you woke.up, was your dad ..

still keéping you kids:away from .your :mom?..
A No, sir, he was in the bed. i+

MR. FARNSWORTH: .okay: . okay, | : cranx

you. Mr. Harter is going to havé some questions for -7

oeyou, fokay. v ow T Ll - L
THE WITNESS: - Yes; sir.
THE COURT: Mr. Harter.

CROSS-EXAMINATION -

BY MR. HARTER:
‘Q ':-Hey, -
A Hi.
Q "How are you? ° - .
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"I :.2xDIN-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

Q Good. My name is Rusty. Do you mind if I ask

you a few questions?
A No, sir. E

Q Good. -, what's your'birthday?A

» I

Q .. Okay. DNow, did youfﬁavé-to‘go to school the

next day, do you remember?

A No, sir, I didn't go to school.

Q- . Was it a school day or not?

A It was.a school day.

Q It was a school day?

A - (The witness nods.)

Q But. you didn'tvhave to go to scho?l?
A No, sir.. ..~ ..

Q. “0r do you remember?

A I didn't go to school.

Q Okay. You're doing okay now? You're going to

school now and doing good I hear?

outside school stuif, right?

A Yes, sir.
Q Making good grades?
A Yes, sir.
- Q. | And your gréggm;tﬁ;;“ié.#ak;;;Mésoé care ;f ?bu;
A Yes, sir.
Q And you're doing some stuff at school aﬁd
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i

Yesy siror o a0 0 e e T
What are yvou doing? :
’ 5

I do -homework.

;..Okay.:  T.know you do that; what .else? - 3

> 0 » O P

And sometimes projects.:

©

Okay%
S - G AndﬁStuif;like;that.~
Q Do‘you do any kind of like danceing things or
piay soccer or any &I those things?

©BNog gsiriia o _ - s
I o
wQirs Okayine But“ydu'réﬂdoing:good?hnf o

A Unh-huh. S Ty

0 Okay. Do vou wind if I talk abéut:thejthingsf‘

Mr. Farnsworth ‘wasiaslkihs vou .about for a minute.or tWoz

A No,ﬁsir”

é Okay. ..:Before: that day orvthat'night, héd youz

ever -seen yocur momma  and your daddy have an‘argument ori

fight; -’> L : B S el .
A Yes, sir. ' | e

Q Had you seen:your dad ever.push“her or hit he%

before that? I'm not talking about that day

Mr. -Farnsworth was .talking about,  but any time before j
that? :
A Yes, sii. ;

i

Q - Okays How .many times. do you think you'd seen .

306

506 Volume Il of Il




e ™,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

22

23

24

25

307

something
different
A

Q -

dad hit your mother,

A
Q
times?
A
Q

that this

-BL}‘-’\}DIN~CROSS BY MR. HARTER

happen like that between your mom and daddy
times?

When he hit hexr?

Yes, ma'anm. . How many times have you seen your
different times?

Likevthree.

Okay. Three different days;‘three different
Befcre the big aréument?

Yeah, Lefore -- I'm not talking about the day

happenad. Any .other days or nights where you .

remember your dad hitting your mom?

A

Q

A

Q

A
before we

so he hit

Q

Once.
Anqd whare did he hit her then?

he hit her face.

Oxay zZnd whare did that happen?
That happenad at the house -- we had a house

mcvaed in that house where the big argument was,.

hev thai

Tnat was in ancther house?
Yes, si
Okay. In the house that y'all were living in at

had vou evey seen him hit her before?

‘Ead the police ever come out before -- to your
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I 52018-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

home before this day Mr. Farnsworth was talking about that
you remember?

A Before the big argument?

Q Yeah, before the one that you were talking to

Mr. Farnsworth about when you went to McDonald's, before

that day?
A Yes, sir.
Q Had they -- had he hit her in that house before

that you remember?

A No, sir.

0 Okay. Had h§ ever hit her in the stomach
before? |

A No, sir.

Q Like that?

A No, sir.

Q You'd never seen that?

A No, sir.

©

And before when you went to McDonald's, do you
know if your mother called the police? You were with her

the whole time, do you know if she did?

A No, sir.
Q Okay. Was she upset then?
A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. All right. ©Now, I want to talk about

after it all happened and thé.police and youf_grandmother
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I 5 2 'DIN-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

came, okay?

A Okay.

Q When your grandmother was there and your mother
was there, did you tell us that they were talking to a
police officer in a uniform?

A Can you repeat that?

Q I will. 2And I'm sorry. When your grandmother
came?

A That day?

Q I'm sorry, yes, that day when your grandmother
came and there was police officers there and they were
talking -- &our mother and your grandmother were talking

to a police officex?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you remember that?

A Yes, sir. : ' !
Q Okay. I don't mean to.get confused. But you

remember that day when your grandmother got there, your
mother was there and your grandmcther waé there and they
were talking to a police officer?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Okay. And that's what you told Mr. Farnsworth a
little while ago, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q You didn't hear what they were saying/}did you?
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-BLANDIN~CROSS BY MR. HARTER

A No, sir.

Q aAnd did you ever hear your mother say anything
to the police officer that day?

A I didn't hear anything what they were saying.

Q Okay. You didn't hear anything that was said to

the police officer when they were there?

A I didn't hear anything.

Q I'm sorry, you didn't hear anything?

A No. |

Q Okay. Okay. Do you remember -- nevermind.

- I hope you'll still do good in school and keep

~

studying hard, okay?

A Okay.
Q And listen to your grandmother, bkay?
A (The witness nods.)

MR . HARTER: That;s all I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Farnsworth, any additional
questions?

MR. FARNSWORfH: No other questions, Judge.
Thank‘you.

THE COURT:. Thanks for coming. You can step
down. | /

Okay, yourmay call your next witness, gentlemen.

MR . FARNSWORTH: We call Madel Rivero to the

stand.
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

—
P

THE BAILIFF: Place your left hand on the Bible,

raise your right hand and face the clerk.
MADEL RIVERO, after being duly sworn,
testified as follows:
THE CLERK: ~ State your hame, please.
THE WITNESS: Madel Rivero.
THE CLERK: Thank you, please be seated.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:
Q Madel, you're the grandmother of these Blandin

children of Lilia's, correct?

A Yes,‘sir.
Q And can you .tell us their names and ages,
please?

A Well -Blandiln 14 years, - Blandin,

10 years, next month 11. And -Blandin, 7 Years.
Q Okay. And how long have you been living here in

Greenville with them?

A ‘ Almost 17 years.

Q Okay. So, you were;in here before theylwere
born? | y

A I'm sorry? )

Q You were here in Greenville before these

grandchildren were born?

A Yes, sir.
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

Q And before coming to Greenville, where did you
grow up, what's your home country?

a Mexico.

Q Okay. What did you do in Mexico before coming
here to America?

A I was teacher for 30 years. I work for govern.
I working two shifts. In the wmorning, 11:30 and the
afterndon ﬁiddle or high school. I working in the
summertime. I was almost [indiscernible] mother, my kids
go to the college.

Q Okay. So, you had -- did you retire after 30

years of being a teacher?

A Yes, sir.

Q And your daughter, Lilia, who we're here about
today.

A Yes, sir.

Q Was she your only child or did you have other

children too?

A Can you repeat that, please?
0 How many children did you have?
A I have four children's. In Mexico I have one

lady, Maria. Here, Juana, Lilia and Jorge.

0 And Jorge is your only son?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And Juana would be. your oldest daughter?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A Yes, my oldest daughter.

Q Now, when you came to Greenville about 17 years
ago, did Lilia and Jorge come with you?

A The first time, no. I go sometimes to Mexico
where'they [indiscernible] my retirement.

Q . Okay .

A Then last time they come and supposed to just
for vacations. But.

Q Before you -- let me ask you this, what
citizenship status do you have? Do you have a permanent

visa, do you have a green card?

A Me?

Q Yes.

A I have visa 1970. And perﬁanent.

Q Okay.

A Because I working for the govern and you know.
Q So, before coming to Greenville 17 years ago,

you had visited the United States some before being a
permanent resident here?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. When Lilia was living with you in Mexico,
did she go to college anywhere? What did she do?

A Yes. She go to the college -- university. She
was account.

Q Accountant?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A Accounting, yeah.

Q And after college what kind of work did she do
in Mexico?

A After college, no, she was in school only. When

finish college she work in a bank.

Q A bank there in Mexico?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A Yes, sir.

Q When she came to Greenville did she work here in

Greenville toco?

A 'Yes, some parts.
Q What kind of jobs did she have here in
G;eenville.

A At first she work_in a manufacture and you know.

Q Okay. Then what?

A Furman University she was a full-time.

Q Okay. PFurman University, what did she do there?
A [Indiscernible]

Q  What' that?

A [Indiscérniblg]

Q Ch, the dinning room?

A Yes.

Q. Very good. Then did she end up getting a job at

a bank here, too?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

o~

A Yes. After- [verbatim] born she found

job at Wocod -Forrest Bank.
Q Okay. Wood Forrest Bank, was that located

inside the Wal-Mart stores?

A Yes, sir, Whitehorse Road.
- Q How long did she work at the Wood Forrest Bank.
before -- before she was killed. Justia guess.

A Almost three years and a half.

0 Three years in a half?

A ‘ Two years.

Q Okay.

A | Sorry. Two years. and a half.

.Q And when she -- how often did you see her? Shé

and the kids. Did you spend time with Lilia and her kids?

A Me?
- Q Yes.
A - Oh, yeah. Maria [verbatim] was for me like my
friend.
Q  If you need fo take a minute.
A. Sorry.
Q That's okay. It's okay, I know some of those

guestions are going to be hard. ‘We'll take a break when

B
7

you need to. -

A She\was my oldest, she was my small daughter.

And she was like my friend. Ifworking some nights in the
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

morning cor the afternoon and she called me everyday,
almost. Andbshe told me, Momma come in, come in, come in,
come with me. We talking éometimes the nights. Momma,
come 1in, come in, the kids need to see you.

When I don't work, I was laid off, I kept for
two years, the kids, two years Maria work fof Wood Forrest
Bank. [indiscernible] -- here because sometimes finish
7:30, working Saturdays, Sundays. I get the kids.

Q Okay. So, you took care of the kids some when
Lilia was working?
A Yes.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as

‘Plaintiff's Exhibit 26. Can you tell us what this

photograph is? Who's in that?
A That is Mahayla new house. [indiscernible] .
MR. FARNSWORTH: Any cbjection té these?
MR. HARTER: No objection. Show it, tell them
what it is if you want to.

MR. FARNSWORTH: Okay.

- BY MR. FARNSWOCRTH:

Q Okay, while that's coming up, this picture would
be of Lilia and the three children around Christmas time
before thié incident happened?

A Yes, right before.

Q  And that would be her last Christmas with the
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

children?

A Yes, sir.

0 What kind of mom was Lilia?

A Lilia was -- when my daughter -- Lilia was very
good mom. Very gocod mom. She -- when her husband not

work she selling [indiscernible] for school clothes or
give to kids most anYthing, you know.
Q Okay, let me stop you there--

A And she loved her kids. She make a beautiful

1 cake for birthdays.

Q Cake>for birthdays?

A Yes . Soﬁetimes‘she don't haye money and she
make evergbddy a Chuck E Cheese and i don't know hdw. And
she kept watching the kids. She worried about the kids.

Q  So, you said that-on the weekends she would do

what at the flea market?

A She three years use clothes.

Q . Okay. So, she'd sell clothes at the flea
market? |

A ‘ Yes, sir.

o) Were there times that --

A On Saturdays and Sundays;‘

Q = Okay. 2and this is when her husband was out of

work? When Avery wasn't working?

A Yes. Sometimes he kind find a job later, you
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

know.

Q All right. Okay. ©Now, when did you become
familiar with Lilia having trouble with her husband? Was
this something new? Was this something that went way
back?

A Could you repeat the gquestion, please?

Q When'did yvou find out that she was having

trouble with her husband abusing her?

A When they live in the Highway 20 -- 183.
Q Okay.

A In the old house.

Q This was a house before the -- where this

incident happened?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And when -- when you found out that there
had been an incident December 9th of 2011 date, what
-referred to as, I think she called it the big
incident or the big problem, what did you do when you

found out that there was trouble at the house that

morning?
A Oh, when I -- can I speak?
Q Yeah.

A December 8th, the night my daughter call me.

And told me that [indiscernible] she say we left my home

'
\

because he don‘t support anymore;_ She give to him the
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

last chance, the last opportunity because she was going
care for her family, their kids, family, but he not care.
He was everything [indiscernible].

Q So, let me clear this up. So, this was the

night before the police showed up?

A Yes, vyes.

Q So, there was a phone call with Lilia about
that?

A Yes.

Q And she said she was’trying to give him another

chance but it didn't work. Did she explain what the
problems were?

A Yes. She said that he stay behind her and

the -- [indiscernible] why he just he was on the back of

me. Either I go to there -- [indiscernible] he opened the
door and broken the lock and not let me, not let me; stand
in the door. He told me so many times. [indiscernible] I
said don't call my momma.

Q So, he was calling her a lot at work and he was
kind of foilowing her at home real closely?

_ \

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you familiar with any problems that he had
with drinking alcohol all this time? During the marriage?

A I don't understand, I sorry.

Q Sorry, if you don't understand. Did Lilia
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

complain of him drinking alcohol and becoming abusive?

A Oh, yes, sir. She told wme that he get drunk.

0 Did she talk to you about that or let you know
that she asked him to go to rehab?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And had he done that, do you think? From
what she told you?

A About what?

Q Had he gone to rehab as far as you know for
" alcohol?

A "Oh, yeah. He go to AA, I believe or something,
Uh-huh.

Q Okay.

A ~But only for a few days, something like that.
After that he lived.a -- it's a group right?

Q. Ckay. Now, let's go back to December 9th.

Okay, you mentioned there was a phone call from Lilia
Dedember 10th -- December 8th to you. So, the next
morning you went to her house, correct?
A Oh.

Q Why did you do that?

A Because that night Lilia had called twice or
three times, I don't remember calling. She told me that
we love him and say come live with me?

I say, Yes, vyes.
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

Told me that first need to go to
[indiscernible] . Say after I call you.
I say, Okay, I will stay ready when you call me.
Q Okay. Now, so you made plans to go to Family
Court with Lilia? |
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. What I need to know first is when you

went to the house that morning and saw the police officers

there.
A Yes, sir.
Q Do you remember that?’
A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Why did you gb to the house?
A Lilia.

Q Right, why did you go Lilia's house that

morning?
A Okay, the police was [indiscernible].
0 Yeah, the day -- the morning the police were

‘outside of Lilia's house you showed up there, right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Just tell the jury why you went to hef
house.

A Me?

Q Right.

A Oh. 1I went to the house because I -- I want to
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go with my daughter and my grandkids.

Q Okay. Had someone told you that something was
wrong?
A Yes, yes. Juana -- because my daughter, Juand,

called me in the morning when I was ready. And told me
her sister wasn't doing good. Well, I would ready, get my
pocketbook and drive and call her. Call Lilia.

0 And when you got to Lilia's house, what did you
see?

y:y What I see, I see one police officer. I see
Avery Mitsubishi car in the driveway. I see my daughter
come close to the Mitsubishi. I pull my car by the
Mitsubishi car and I see the kids inside the van.

Q Okay. I'm going to show you photographs,

Mrs. Blandin [verbatim] and I just want you to}kind of, as
you're explaining what you saw, if you kind of tell me --
first of all, can you identify what this is a photograph
of?

A Yes, sir, my daughter house.

Q Okay. Yeah, sit right there and use the

microphone, please.

A Okay.

0] 1'11 move closer.

A ~Was my daughter house.

Q Okay. And this is Lilia's house?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

Lilia;s car.

And that's her white mini wvan?

Yes, sir.

And when you drove up to her house that morning
you see the police officér standing?

The police was standing almost in the street.
Okay. So, along side the road, street?
Yes, sir.

Okay.

The kids inside the car.

The kids were inside the van?

Yes.

Okay. Where was the other police officer?
Inside with my daughter.

Okay. So, your daughter was inside also?
Yes, I.ask the police where is my daughter?
He told me, She's inside.

They in hexr house, I can explain the yellow
I cannot -- they talking inside.

They were talking inside?

I don't speak very good English.

All right, you're doing fine. So, when you
there, what did you ask the police officer?
Where is my daughter?

What did he say?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A He say, They are inside. They talking.

I say, Kids inside the car, hi momma, hi momma.

Q Okay. So, you went to check on the kids in the
car?

A Yes, sir.

Q And so, then what happens next? What do you see

next? Are you waiting for a few minute or what?

A I waiting for 10, 15 minutes, I don't know.

Q Okay. And then what happens, that you reﬁember?

A After that may daughter come with the police
officer.

Q They walk outside?

A They walk. They walk. They through this --
they walk this door, they walk.on this standing almost in

the place. Not around the ornaments.

Q Okay. So, they walked out the front dcor --
A Yes.
Q -~ the other officer and Lilia walked out the

front door --

A Yes.
Q -- and they stop, then what happens?
A I ask the police officer what happen? What

would happen with him? He say nothing. I told him why?
Why nothing? He hit my daughter stomach. My daughter

told me -- - o
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

My daughter told him, Yes, he hit me in my
tummy .

She said tummy not stomach.

The police officer say, Yes, but it's only her
version, she has no evidence.

Q Okay. So, you asked the officer that walked out
of the house with Lilia, What are you going to do with
him? And he says nothing. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And you say, But he hit her in the

stomach and?

A He say, She has no evidence. -

Q And Lilia is standing there with you?

A Yes.

Q And the kids are in the van watching your

conversation with the officer and Lilia?

A Yes.

o Lilia speaks up says, yeah, he hit me in the
stomach?

A Yes, sif.

Q And the police officer. said again, what?

A She has no evideﬁce; It's only her version.

Q Only her version?

A Yes, sir.

Q = You sure he said that?
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MADEL .RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A Me?

Q You heard him say that?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And where was the other officer standing

when you were talking to this officer?

A Behind me.
Q Was he in the same area?
A About -- I don't remember very well because I

see him, I see my daughter, I'm walking,‘standing, I think
the kids they were in van.
MR. HARTER: I'm sorry, I couldn't hear that.
Could you ask her to repeat that for me?

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q Could you repeat where the kids were sitting?
A The car -- the kids they were inside the van.
Q Was the other police officer standing close

_enough to hear what. you were talking about?.

A The other police don't say nothing.

Q He doesn't say anything?.

A No, he‘aon't say nothing.

Q How close was he standing to you and the other

officer and Lilia when you were talking?
A Was almost closer because not too big of a
place.

o) Okay. !‘So, what else did he say after he says
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that was her version? What elseé did the police officer

Say?

A The police officer, In this case I recommend the
people divorce. Can you go to the Family Court? You know
where the Family Court?

And I say, Yes.

My daughter said, Yes.

Can you go ﬁo the Family Courts for the papers?
And fill the protection. order. |

That's it.

o] Okay. So, he recommended that they get'a
divorce and tdld you to go ﬁo Famiiy Court to get a
Respraining Order?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And after leaving that morning, in fact,

you ‘guys went to Family Court; didn't you?

A Yes, we go to the Family Court.

Q  And? |

A After‘four o'clock.

Q. Okayl Were you able to get a Restraining Order
that. day? ‘ .

A No. First we went to my home because my

daughtef told me need to take a bath. Stay all night in
the van. We go to my home, she take a bath. The

[indiscernible] Restraining Order.
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I say, Lilia worry because it's too late.

And we go first Sunday [indiscerniblel the --
the insurance card.

Q Okay.

A She has to spend [verbatim] the driver's license
and he told [verbatim] because he not pay one month the
insurance.

Q Okay. But after that did you go to Family Court
that day?

A After the DMV we go to Family Court. I stay in
the car.

She say, Mamma, stay here. Take care of kids, I
go with the papers.

She go with éhe papers. And come -- I say, Let
me see the papers. She has all the papers.

Q She had papers and what did she tell you that
Family Court told hér?

A She told me -- I say, What happened?

She say, Notvright’now, nothing. I need to
call Rita, this attorney in Mauldin. And I need to call
him or her for protection order.

Q Okay. She was told to call Rita and when was
that going to happen? When was she told to call Rita?

A She told almost -- she -- she told me I will

call Rita.almost twice but Rita not answer. After that
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

she said, We'll just be careful. Because she said maybe I
know [indiscernible] but say I will go to vacation. I
will go to vacation Monday and my assistant will call you
the next week or make a appointmeﬁt and you come in and
sign the Restraining Order.

Q Okay. So, she put Rita on the speaker phone so
you could hear what her instructions were?
| A Yeah.

Q And she said that she was going on vacation
Monday but that she could have someone help her Monday
with her Restraining Order?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And then, after that, did you go some
other places? After leaving Family Court?

A After Family Court was almost 3:30 or 4:00. We
go to eat and go to Woodruff Road. [indiscernible] only
they told me pain in stomach. And she not eat that much.
She don't want to eat that much.

Q What did she say about her stomach?

A Has a pain.
Q Has a pain in her stomach?
A Yes, sir.

0 Okay. And did she tell you what that pain was
from?

A Yes, because he hit her tummy. He hit her
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1 stomach.

2 Q Okay. And let's go back to when you were

3 leaving her house and the police officers were in the yard
4 and you talked to them already and you got in the -- you

5 didn't leave in Lilia's van, right?

6 A No.

7 Q You left in your car?

8 A Yes, sir.

9 Q Okay. .You left in your car. And when you left

10 did Lilia get a phone call pretty quickly that you

11 remembered?

12 A In the morning?

13 Q No, when you left her house and y'all were

14 driving away?

15 A Uh-huh.

16 Q After talking to the police officers, and they
17 didn't arrest Avery, did Lilia get a phone call that you
18 remembered?

19 A Yes, vyes.

éo Q Tell me what you heard on that phone call? Or

21 did she say who it was?:

22 A Mariata [phl].

23 (WQEREUPON, Mr. Farnsworth and witness were
24 talking at the same timé.)

25
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:
Q I'm sorry, I'm moving times on you a little bit.

But when you got in the car, your car with the kids.

A 'Yes, sir.
Q At Lilia's house.
A Yes, sir.

Q After you had spoken with the police officers.

A Yes, sir.

Q And they told you that they didn't have any
evidence and that was just her version, okay. You got in
your car with the three kids aﬂd Lilia and started driving
away?

A We drive for my home. To my home.

Q Okay. And when you did that, did Lilia get a

phone call?

A Yeah, get a phone call?
Q Right.
A Yeah, call -- when that her hﬁsband called too

many times.
Q Okay. So, that's what I was referring to. Do

you remember that Avery called her more than once?

A Yes, sir, vyes, sir. Lilia no answer. Say, I
don't waﬁt to answer him. And he sent me -- one text to
me .

Q He sent a text to you?
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A Me .

Q And what did the text say that he sent to you?

A Don't hear [indiscernible] sorry about the word.
MR. HARTER: I'm sorry, I didn't hear. I

couldn't -- could you repeat that?

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q

Can you repeat it?

THE COURT: You might want to restate the

question so she knows.

THE WITNESS: I don't want to --
MR. HARTER: It has some bad language.

THE WITNESS: Don't hear the [indiscernible]

bitch.

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q

o

Q
A

Q

remember.

This was a text that Avery Blandin sent to you?
Yes.
When you left?
Remember I sent to you.
Yeah, you just need to tell me what you
What I want to know is--
THE COURT: Hold on, Mr. Farnsworth.
MR. FARNSWORTH: All right.
MR. HARTER: I didn't understand it.
THE COURT: He didn't understand --

MR. HARTER: What is that word? I didn't
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

understand.

THE COURT: You want her to restate 1t one more
time? What the text said I believe is what.

MR. HARTER: Yes, sir.

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:

Q Did he call you a bad name in the text?
A No.

Q Avery?

A No. No. You -- in the --

Q The text was to you?

A Uh-huh.

Q All right. Mr. Harter wants to know what the
text said. You said it a couple of times but what did the
text -- do you remember what the text said to you from
Avery when y'all left?

A Yeah, my phone -- it'é on my phone.

Q Okay. But do ybu'remember exactly what it said?

MR. HARTER: Okay, I'm sorry. I didn't.
BY MR. FARNSWORTH: ,

Q He called you a bitch, is that right?

VA Yes. .
Q Okay. When he called a couple of times after

that to Lilia, she didn't want to answer. Did she end up
answering a call from him?

A Yes. She told me, Okay, I will like to call
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him. And she call.with him but I not listen what they
talking about because she not on the speaker phone and I
drive and the kids talking in my béck.

Q Okay. Okay. When -- later that leaving, did
you go back to the house? |
| A Yeah, we go to my home fof the -- for the
clothes, the ke?s and.

Q Okay. But before going home that night after !
all this happened, you stayed -- Lilia stayed with the .
kids at your home, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q But before going home for the night, you went
back by Lilia's home, didn't you?

A Oh, before eat and happy [indiscernible] we go
almost 'six.

o) Okay.

A And I told her we need to work another thing

because &an and clothes.

Q Okay. So, she heeded some clothes out of the
van?

A . Yes.

0 Okay. And when you got there did you go inside?

A Nb, no, no.
Q Okay -
A  We were -- when got out my car Lilia go, Oh,

Y
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

momma, look at my van. All the four tires were cut. The

car was flat.

Q So, the four tires were cut on the van?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay.

A I told Liiia, You know, with that knife can he

cut to you.
Q + So, you guys leave the house then?
A Yeah, you pick up the things, we go to my home .
. Q Okay; So, go to your house? | '
A Yeah/ my house.
Qo - And fhat night she slept there with thebkids at
your’house? -
A Yes, sir!

Q Okay. And the next morning -- what were her

_plans the next morning?

A . The next morning I get up. I listen_
crying. I get up. T sleep in the living room and she

sleep in my room with the kids. And my son gb with

friends. In the morning my son come in maybe 6:30 or 7:00

and told me, Momma, you see your car? What happened? He
said the tire was cut, was flat. My car.

Q ' So, the tire was cut on your car?

A Yes, sir.
Q -That morning.
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

A And after that I told Lilia.
‘And Lilia say, What are we doing? Say, You try
to move the car.
And T told her, you don't need to go to work.
Yes, but I need to gc to work beqause, you know,
the manager be angry with me.
Q  Okay. And she was wquing there in the Wood

Forrest bank? She was scheduled to work that morning?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that's in Wal-Mart there at Whiﬁehorse Road,
correct?

A Yeg, sir.

Q Ckay . Lét's go back to something else. Your

home that you had her stay with you, where is that
located? Where is your home?a

A I live in a mobile home park. River View Park.

Q  Is thét out toward -- kind of towards Easley
inside Greenville County?

A Yeah, Highway 123, Greenville County.

Q . And Liiia's house where this incident héppened

was over in Simpsonville?

A Was in Simpsonville close to Pelham Road.

Q Okay. ©Now, in this -- the home that you
share -- I think your son lived with you there?

A Yeah, my son live with me.
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MADEL RIVERQ-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

o) How many bedrooms in your mobile home?

A Two. h
Q Okay .

A One master and one little.

QA Is that where you and the grandchildren live now
with your son? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. So,>your son has one‘bedroom and you;re
sharing your bedroom with these three grandchildren?

A No, my son ﬁas his bedroom and we stay in the

-

big bedréom.

0 Okay, your bedroom?
A . In my bedroom, yes. .
o Okay. And'you‘ve been -- you've been caring for

them since Ehis happened almoét four years ago?

A Yes, sir.

Q There at your hpme. Have you been,-this }s
sdmething I asked you before, but you've been appointed by
the Probate Court as personal representative of Lilia 7
Blandin'S‘estate{ right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you've alsd been appointed as conservator
for the kids?

A Yes, sir.

Q ~With the conservatorship, that's something where:
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

the Court has to approve any money spent for the kids and
they look over and make sure any expenses that are
incurred are court approved, is that correct?

A Yes, sir. But I work part-time.

Q That was my next question. But since you had
been here, been retired and now taking care of these kids,
have you.gone back to work somewhere? .

A Yes, sir. I work in Goodwill store. I working
8:00 to 2:00 because I find other jobs but the problem is
I have my little granddaughter. -has asthma, |
eczema, sinus and sometime they call me, - is sick,
I need to leave job and I go for her. And other place I
can't do that because they fire me, yoﬁ know?

Q Right. So, this job with the Goodwill let's you
come and go a little better the kids?

A Yes, yes. Qne all one or nore [indiscernible]
can I do another job, canFI do? But I can't find onevthat
the -- the -- the schedule I need, you know?

Q Right. Okay, let me ask you another question.
Do you take these kids to church with you?-
A 8ire?
o Dovyou go to church here in Greenville?
A Ch, ves, sir.
Q Where do you.gp?

A We go to the Saint Mary.
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MADEL RIVERO-DIRECT BY MR. FARNSWORTH

0 How long have you been going there?

A When I come to Greenville I go to same church. S
0 That's a long time.

A Yes, sir.

MR. FARNSWORTH: Thank yéu, Madel. Mr. Harter
is going to have some questions for you so please
answer his questions.

MS. RIVERO: That's_fine, thank you.

MR.'HARTER: Can we have a minupe, Your Honor?

_THE COURT: Yes, -sir. You need to take a little
break? |

MR. HARTER: Yes, sir.

' THE COURT: That's okay.

All right, let‘s take a little break, ladies and
gentlemen. Please don't discuss'the case.

(WHEREUPON, the jury léft open court at

approximately 3:00 p.h;)

THE COURT: Okay. We'll be in receéé.

‘Ms. Rivero, you're still under>oéth. You're
welcomé to take a breakbas Qéll; please.don't discuss
your testimony with your lawygrs or anyone else.

'MS. RIVERO: Okay, sir.

(WHEREUPON, a short break was taken.)

THE COURT: Okay, ready'for the jufy?

MR. HARTER: Yes, sir.
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MADEL RIVERO-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

THE COURT: Okay, bring them in, please.
(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court at
approximately 3:22 p.m.)

THE COURT: Okay, all right.

MR. HARTER: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HARTER:

Q Ms. Rivero, good afternoon.
A Good afternoon, sir.
Q I'm/going to ask a few questions, okay? And if

you will, please try to speak up into the microphone so we
can get it, all right?

A Got it. /

Q All right. ©Now, your daughter and Avery Blandin
had been living together and/or married since about 2000;
is that right?

Y Yes, was in 2000.

Q Okay. So, between 2000 and 2011 when this

happened, they lived together continuously all the time?

A Yes, sir.

0 Never separated?

A Never.

Q And they never did get any counseling or

marriage help. that you know of?
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MADEL RIVERO-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

A No, sir.

Q And they never went to any Family Court thing
that you know of, did they? In that time.

A No, sir.

Q Okay. &And I know you said they had some issues
between them but she worked and he worked, correct?

A Yes. He no work and she work.

Q But he worked sometimes, he had a job at
Michelin for a while, right?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. And then, were YOu also aware that about
sometime back in Octobef, before December, that there had
been an incident between Mrs.~Blandin and her husband and
he punched her in the mouth, right?

A ' Yes, sir. I saw my daughter in the bank and --
I went in the bank and I saw my daughter -- my daughter
with a big punch in the face.

Q And you knew_he punched her? She told you -- I

don't mean that. She told you he punched her in the mouth

then?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And he hit her in the stomach then, too,
right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay.  And then that was in October?
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A Yes, sir.

Q And you know that your daughter got him out of
jail the next day, didn't she?

A I don't know about that because when she live
183 and I have a connection with her. But when she move

the other house, I angry and I [indiscerniblel].

e So, you don't know?
A I don't know.
Q Okay. But you know that they went back to

living together, right back together in their home on

— right after October and were living together

in December when this happened; right?

A Yes.
0 Is that a yes?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And the -- you actually went over to
Ms. -- your daughter and her husband's house sometime that

morning after you had gotten a call, is that right?

A Sometimes in the morning, yes. Wasn't
December 9th.

Q Right. You got a call that morning and you went
over to their house?

A No, no. I call one night before.

Q I'm talking about that morning, though. You

went to the Blandin residence?
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MADEL RIVERO-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

A Oh yeah, I went to there.
Q Okay, that's what I want to talk about. You

went there that morning?

A Yes, sir.

Q It was daylight, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q OCkay. And when yéu got there there were two

police officers and two police vehicles that were already

phere?
A Yes, sir.
0 Is that right?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And I think you told us that when you got

there the children were in the van, all three of them?

A Yes, sir.

Q And then, I think you also told us that there
was an officer that was outside and then you asked him
where your daughter was, is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q And then, a little while after that your
daughter and another officer came out of the door, out of
the house?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And the -- Mrs.~Blandin had some of her

things, correct?

543 Volume Il of Il




.
i \

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

344

MADEL RIVERO-CROSS BY MR. HARTER

A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. Now, the officer that came out of the
door with your daughter spoke to you and to her?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. And you told us what you remembered

from that conversation. And now, I want to ask you, in

that conversation, did the officer tell you or discuss
with your daughter going and getting an Order of

Protection?

A When finish the conversation, the officer say, I

recommend in this case divorce.

Q So, he used the word divorce?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Now--

A I thought it was he say, okay?
Q I'm sorry?

A I -- what he say.

Q What I want to know--

" MR. LUNGINBILL: Let her answer, Rusty.

BY MR. HARTER:

Q Well, did he mention anything about going to the

court to get an Order of Protection?
A Yes, he say that.
Q That's what I want to know. Maybe I

misunderstood you.
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A That's okay.
Q But he specifically -- he told your daughter
about things she might could do to go to the court to get

an Order of Protection?

A Pick up all the papers and order protection.

Q Did he talked about an Order of Protection?

A Yes. |

Q That would be something you knew, she knew that

you could go to the court to get, right?

A Yes, sir.

o] Okay. All right. And, Ms. Rivero, I want to
also ask you if you can tell the jury, do you remember .
that he said something to the effect that if you need to
come back to the housevto get anything, I recommend you

get a police officer to come?

A Yes, sir.
Q Okay.
A He say, If you need something for you or the

kids, I recommend you, after they get a protection order,
coming with police with you, not coming yourself.

Q But he recommended that if you needed anything
out of the house, anything else out of the house, that you
get a police officer to come?

A Inside the house.

o Okay. If you need to go inside the house to get
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1 anything out, he recommended you get a police officer?
2 A Yes, sir.

3 Q Okay. All right. Now, I want to make sure I
4 understand. Now -- and then, the officers stayed there

5 until you and your daughter left, is that right?

6 A (There was no response.)
-7 Q They stayed there until after Y'all left?
8 A Yes.
9 1 . Q Okay. And then, I think you told>us that you

10 went to the DMV because there was a problem with the

11 | insurance?

12 A Insurance, yes.

13 Q Okay. And then you went to your house?
14 A Yes.

-15 Q  Okay. And then, I think later that*night after
16 dark, you and your daughter went back to her residence?
17 A Yes, sir.

18 0 And it was dark theﬁ?

.19 ' A Yes, sir. )

20 | . 0 And it was just you and her?

21 A Yes, sir. And the kids.

22 Q And one of the children?

23 : A No, the three kids.

24 Q I'm sorry.

‘25 A The three kids, my.daughter andbme.
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Q - The -- I'm sorry.
THE COURT: Three kids.

BY MR. HARTER:

Q Threelkids, okay. Okay, three kids.

A Yes.

Q‘ The three children, your daughter and you went
back to the residence? |

A Yes. -

Q Okay. And it was after dark?

A ' Yes, sir.

Q Okay. All right. And Avéry“s vehicle was in

the driveway? -

A I don't remember.

0 Well, what\kind of car did he have?

A *Mitsubishi Montero.

Q.. Okay. -

A White.

Q Do you remember telliﬂg me before that his car,

tﬁat,the Montero was in the driVeway?

A I don't remember, sir? because I pull
[indiscernible] and my daughter van, there was cut in the
tires. BAnd she want to take a pilcture. Sﬁe taking
pictures. ‘But I éay I would call the police.

And-she tecld me, No, because they will say it's

only your versiomn.
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Okay. But anyway you and your daughter and the

three children went back to the residence by yourself

after dark?

A

Q

Yes, sir.

Then y'all were there about 20 minutes getting

some things out of the car, is that right?

A

Q

A

Q

Maybe 10, 20 minutes, it was fast.
Okay, 10, 20 minutes?
Yeah.

Okay. And when you were there that's when y'all

noticed that all of the four tires on Mrs.~Blandin's

vehicle had been slashed?

A

idea that

know.

A

Q

Yes, sir.

And cut and they were flat?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And you probably thought and had a good
Avery had done that, right?

Yes. We go fast to my mobile home, wmy house.
You what?

We go faster to my car because I scare for, you

You left fast?
Yes.

Okay. And you figured that Avery had done that

to your daughter's car?
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A Yes, sir.

0 And you told her that she should call the‘
police?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And then, you went -- and she didn't want

to do that?
A No. Because she not have evidence that was him.
Q But in any event, she didn't do that and you

didn't do that?

A No, she told me, No. And I respect.

Q Okay. And then y'all went to your home, is that
right? |

A Yes, sir.

Q You and her and the three children? N

A Yes, sir.

Q And then at your home that night, you were

there, your son was?

A Yes, sir.
Q Because he lived there?
A Yes, sir.

Q  And then, your daughter and Ms . Hamby and hef
husband came over?

A Uh-huh.

Q And y'all spent -- and the children were there,

right?
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A Yes, sir.
Q And y'all spent some time together that night at

yvour house together?

A Yes, sir. For a little while, not so much the
whole time.

Q ‘Okay. And then, your son went out for the night’
and spent the night out somewhere?

A Yes, sir, uh-huh.

Q Ms..Hamby and her husband went home to where
they live?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you and Mrs.~Blandin and the three children

stayed there over night?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And then, the next morning you got up and
your daughter got up and you were going to take her to

work, right?

A Yes, sir.
0 And when you started to take her to work, you
learned that the tire -- a tire on your car had been

slashed, right?

A No. My son come in, he told me.

Q Okay. Your son came in and told you?

A Yesl

Q Because he had come in from the night befbre?
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A Yes.

Q Okay. And he told you your tire had been
slashed? |

A Yes.

Q And you figured that was Avery?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And at that time, did any of you or y'all
call the sheriff's office to report anything about that?

A No, sir.

Q Okay. And then I think what happened is you-

then told us that you tock Mrs.~Blandin to work, is that

right?
A Yes, sir.
Q You dropped her off at the bank or some distance

from the bank?

A Yes, sir.
Q And then she went to work, right?
A I not come in there inside the Wal-Mart because

I have a scare, you know. She go inside, he do something

to her.

Q Okay. You let her out before you got to the
Wal-Mart?

A Yes.

Q 2And she went to work?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Okay. And thgn later that morning you're at
home and you get this horrible message about what happened
to her?

A No, I was in Wal-Mart because they fixing my
tire. And I left Wal-Mart maybe 12:30.

Q Okay .

A I had -- I go home. When I stay home my son few
minutes my son pull me and told me because something
happening.

Q You went home and then later after you got home
you got this horrible news from your son about what had
happen to your daughter?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you never exéected that that would happen
and were shocked by it, weren't you?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And never before have you had any
knowledge or information that your daughter had ever had
any medical treatment from anything that had happened with .
all of the issues that she and Avery had had throughout
their marriage?

A No, sir.

MR. HARTER: Excuse me, just a minute.
Ms. Rivero, thank you for answering my questions.

MS. RIVERO: Thank you. -
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MR. HARTER: That's all I have.
THE WITNESS: Okay, thank you.
THE COURT: Mr. Farnsworth.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. FARNSWORTH:
Q Madel?
A Yes, sir.
Q Were you afraid that Avery was going to hurt
your daughter?
A I pray, I angry but I'm not sure.
MR. FARNSWORTH: That's all, Judge.
MS. RIVERO: For my daughter ana for her kids.
THE COURT: Okay, thank you, Ms. Rivero.
THE WITNESS: You're welcome.
THE COURT: You can step down.
MR. LUNGINBILL: Your Honor, if we can -- can
she be excused to take the children home?
THE COURT: Yeah, there's no problem with that.
MR. HARTER: No, sir.
MR. LUNGINBILL: Thank you.
THE COURT: You may call your next witness.
MR. LUGINBILL: Call Mel Tucker.
THE BAILIFF: Sir, place your left hand on the
Bible, raise your right hand. Face the clerk,

please.
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MEL TUCKER, after being duly sworn,
testified as follows:
THE CLERK: State your name, please.
THE WITNESS: Melvin L. Tucker.
THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LUGINBILL:

Q Good afterncon, Mr. Tucker.
A Good afternoon.
0 I appreciate you being patient with us today, I

know you've been here all day. If you would, please tell
the jury just a little bit about your background and ybur
training, your education and your experience in the law
enforcement field.

A "Okay. Well, I started in the law enforcement
field in 19 -- late 60's, '68, '69 as an FBIT agenﬁ‘underv
J. Edgar Hoover. And when they wanted to move me to
Baltimore, Maryland, I had been moved so much, I decided I
would move into municipal policing, so I was hired at the
age of 27 as a police chief in Morristown, Tennessee,
stayed there for three and a half years. Moved to
Hickory, North Carolina, as chief of police, stayed there
three and a half years. BAnd then to Asheville, North
Carolina, as a reformed chief. They had a lot of

corruption at that time, so I went there and.stayed just .
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two years. Then I went back to my home state,

Tallahassee, Florida, as the chief of police where I

stayed until my retirement. I was there almost 15 years.
That's it.
Q What was your position in Tallahassee?
A I was chief of police in Tallahassee, too, yeah.
Q So, the buck stopped with you?
A It always does. 1If you're the chief of police,

that's where it stops.

Q Now, in your duties there as chief of police in

Tallahassee, did you have the opportunity to train and

supervise 911 departments?

A T did. Not only at Tallahassee, of course, but

I did at the other departments, too. I had communication

sections to supervise, telecommunications people. In the

old days, it was just strictly one person, the desk
sergeant, then it got more. I think I had prcbably 30
people working in my communications section in.

Tallahassee.

Q Now, you've also had some specific. experience in

the field of domestic violence; is that true?

A Well, yes. First of all, in the 70's, that was

a major topic for law enforcement to be addressing. There

had been a study done by the Minneapolis Police Department

that basically showed that if there was intervention, that

555

Volume Il of 1l




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

356

MEL TUCKER-DIRECT BY MR. LUGINBILL

if the police got involved in domestic violence and made
an arrest, therg was a lot less likelihood of that cycle
of violence continuing. The person would be deterred from
doing it again. So, that was a prominent subject matter
going on in the 70's, which, of course, resuited in
pro-arrest policies and states passing laws making
misdemeanor domestic violence assaults where you could
make an arrest even if you weren't present and didn't
witness it yourself.

Q - Have you served on‘any boards or committees,
study groups, hearing committees, things of that nature
that deals directly with training law enforcement on how
to handle domestic violence?

A Well, first of all, I trained my officers, my
own offiéers on -- I wrote the policies for my department
on how to respond to domestic violence callg, especially
after the pro-arrest procedures came intoc place. So, I
did that training myself. “

Then later, when I waé working as a faculty
member at the University of Maine in Augusta, Maine, and
working for the Maine Community Police, I served four
years on the Kennebec Valley Regional Domestic Violence
Task Force. Which was made up of sheriff, police chiefs,
;nvestigators, shelter, safe home directors, placesywﬁere

women could go that were being battered, court watchers
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1 that would report on the outcome of cases, psychologists

2 that counseled the battered women and counseled

with the

3 batterers themselves. So yeaﬁ, I did that for four years

4 straight. 4

5 Q Are you called upon to do training anywhere else

6 around the country in various place?

7 A . Now?

8 .0 Have you in thebpast or are you doing it now?

9 A’ Sure. I've been doing -- training my full law
10 enforcement career and will be this next Saturday morning.
211 lecturing on~police‘use of force with the current crisis

12 going on in the lack of trust in the police by society

13 because of éll\the shootings on.ouf peoplé. I'11 be in

14 New Haven, Connecticut at §he Henry LeeiIhs;itute. He was
15 the criminalist in the 0.J. Simpson tfial; some of you may
16 ‘remembér.

17 Q - Are you an anti-police expert?

18 y:\ i’m not anti—policefnor -- let me say it this

19 way, I'm not anti-police and I'm certainly not an

20 | apologist for the éoiice either. .In'faét, when my family

21 hés a reunion, it'é like a‘law enforcement reunion. My

22 son-in-law is with the Florida Highway Patrol. My oldest

23 brother is retired law enforcement. I have two nephews

24 that are deputy sheriffs; My son-in-law's father is

.25 retired deputy director Florida Department of Law
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Enforcement. So certainly, I'm not an antagonist to the
police.
Q Is it important to you that police forces and

police officers do their jobs correctly?

A It's extremely important for the community to
have trust in the police and they can't have trust in the
police if they don't do their jobs properly.

Q Now, howlmany times have you been qualified as
an expert witness in a court of law like this?

A Today will be -- assuming I'm qualified today,
the 87th time in federal and state courts across the
country.

MR. LUGINBILL: Your Honor, at this point, we
would offer Mr. Tucker as an expert in the field of
both 911 communication operations and law
enforcement .

THE COURT: Any exceptions?

MRl HARTER: We'd like to take up one matter
with the Court.

THE COURT: Sure.

(WHEREUPON, an off-the-record bench conferénce

was held in the presence of the jury but out of

the hearing of the jury.)

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Harter, any

objection?.
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1 MR. HARTER: No, sir. Thank you, Judge.

2 THE COURT: Okay, any voir dire for this o

3 witness? |

4- MR. HARTER: No, sir.

5 THE COURT: Okay, ladies and gentlemen, this

6 ' witness has been offered as an expert witness in the

7 stated field. The reason either party would

8 introduce someone or characterize someone as an

9 except witness is because an expert witness is

10 allowed to offer his or her opinion on matters of

11 : expertise that lay outside of the normal and ordinary
- 12 knowledge of a layperson. A person may be qualified

i3 as an expert witness because of his or her education,

14 experience or expertise in a chosen field. A party

15 introduces evidence from an expert witness to help

16 the jury better understand the evidence that is

17 prgsented.

18 Now, when the Court .accepts someone as an expert

19 witness, that does not mean that that expert witness

20 has any special value ér