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Guilty plea -- page 4.

No sworn testimony; no exhibits introduced into evidence.
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THE COURTQ-”You are Shannon Miles Lancaster.

THE DEFENDAN-T-: Yes, sir. | |

THE COURT: Mr. Harris is your Tawyer.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: I have an indictment, 2016-42-5068.

That indictment charges you wiﬁh trafficking in
methamphetamine. The stéﬁe,a11ege$'that that occurred back"
on April the 15th of 2016, and they allege on that date
that you did knbwing1y'se]1; manufacture, deliver, purchase
or bring into the state, or provide financial assistance or
otherwise aid, abét, assist or conspire to sell,
manufacture, déﬁiver,‘purchaSe_or'bring into the state, or
you did knowingiy‘have in your actual or constructive
possession more than ten grams of methamphetamine, which is
a Schedule II controlled substance.

If convicted of trafficking in methamphetamine where

it is a second or subsequent offense -- in other words, you

‘have prior convfctions which serve to enhance the

sentence -- 1in tbis-case.they're claiming it's a second
offense and posSéssion of methamphetamine greater than ten,
Tess than 28, second offense, carries a potential sentence
of up to 30 yeaﬁs.in jail and a fine of $50,000. It
requires a mandatoky minimum sentence of not less than five
years in jail and a fine. Do you understand what you're

charged with?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do ybu understand the potential sentence
that can be imposed?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you want to plead guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: I want to get it behind me, sir.
Guilty, sir.

THE COURT: And Mr. Harris is your lawyer. How long
has he been representing you?

' THE DEFENDANT: I think Mr. Harris has been
representing me mostly about eight or nine months.

THE COURT: And have you been in custody during those
eight or nine months?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I've been in custody longer -
than that, but, yeah, I hired Mr. Harris about eight or |
nine months ago.

THE COURT:  Well, now, what do you mean, you've been
in custody for longer than that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. 1It's been about a year. I am
in custody now.

MR. HARRIS: He picked -- I believe he means he was in
jail a few months before I came on the case. .

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. I mean, they -- we hired him |
probably about four or five months after I had been

incarcerated.




W e N VT AW N

NN NN B e =
O RO NRSbB KLY R R EE

- THE COURT: Well, how 1ongAhaye you been in jail then?

THE’DEFENbANT: since the May 12th of last year.

THE COURT ‘okay. And since that time have you had
plenty of opportun1ty to ta1k to Mr. Harris about your case
and about your decision to plead gu11ty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did he go over théfindictment with you and

explain to you what the state claims you did?

" THE DEFENDANT: Yes S'lr'

THE.chRT;- Do 'you understand_it?/‘

THE DEFEN_DANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand what they-have to prove
before you'cou1d be convicted or found gu11ty of
traffﬁck1ng in methamphetam1ne7

THE DEFENDANT. Yes, I do.

THE COURT: - And he explained to you what kind of
punishment ofipenaTty'cou}d be imposed?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I do.

"THE COURT.. D1d you te11 him everyth1ng you know about
the facts that reTate to these allegations?. -

THE DEFENDANT: Yes. We have went over that.

THE COURT: Did you and he discuss whether or not you

have a defense to this charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Do you have one?
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THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that if you did when you

plead guilty ydu‘give up your right to assert it?

THE DEFEND,A]NT: Yes; sir.

THE COURT: Do you still wish to go forward?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: Did Mr. Harris explain to you each of the

onst1tut1ona1 rights you have that you must give up if you.
want to p1ead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. He has.

THE COURT: Did he explain to you about your right to
remain silent? . |

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: DO you understand it?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I do.

THE COURT: Did he explain to you about your right to
confront: and: to examine any witness in court who wou1d
offer ev1dence against you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand it?

THE DEEENDANT: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: Did he exp1ain to you about your right to

have a jury trial and to have 12 jurorsAdetérmjneAwhether

or not you are guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE/COURT: Do you understand it?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I do.

THE COURT: And understanding each of those rights, do
you wish to give them up in order to plead guilty as you've
indicated? .

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I do.

THE COURT: You and Mr. Harris and the prosecutor have
agreed upon a negotiated range of sentencing for my
consideration?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: And what did you understand that that
agreement resulted in? |

THE. DEFENDANT: It was the range from 12 to 18.

THE COURT: And do you understand that that would be
solely up to me -- | \

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ~-- to decide what I would impose within

that range if 1 agreed to go along with it?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. _ ‘» -

THE COURT: Other than that have you been promised
anything?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Did they agree to reduce the charge or
agree to dismiss any other charges in return for pleading

guilty now?
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THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. |

THE COURT: Okay. Other than the agreement have you
been promised anything?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: . Threatened or coerced or pressured by
anybody 1in any way? -

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. -

THE COURT:"Are you pleading guilty freely and
voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT: I'm pleading guilty freeTy and
voluntarily.

THE COURT: And are you guilty of trafficking just as
it is described in this indictment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT;' You're 42 years old.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT!: I went to school up to the 11th grade
and got my G.E.D. inside the prison. |

THE COURT: Are you married?

THE DEFENDANT:} No, I'm not married, but I have three
children. | '

THE COURT: And have you worked before?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I have worked.

THE COURT: Doing what? ‘
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THE DEFENDANT: I did electrical work before.

THE COURT: Have you ever been treated for any type of
substance abuse or addigt{on? .

THE DEFENDANT: I'Vepnever been to rehab, but I went
to the substance abuse class inside the jail, the SADAC
class. I got a graduate certificate for it. And I
actually enjoyéd 1t. I took it serious as I.can.

I been going to Bible studies. I've been trying to
better myself and get a~6etter attitude about my situation,
you know. i'vevseen a chéhgé in me since I comé off drugs
in the last year. I feel -- you know, I do see my wrongs'I
did though. I am sorry. I'm ashamed and I am embarrassed
of my drug use, you know. “

THE COURT: A1l right. what -~ do you suffer from ans'

addiction today?

THE DEFENDANT: I don't any more, but for months I

did, you know, -and I -~ you know, coming fo:tﬁat, and I

started slowly trying to get into my Bible studies.

And I know.§~.I knew'the.counselor,at the SADAC. I
actually went td school with her, and she got me jnto that.
And T actua11y'enjoyéd,_you know. I'just -~ about the best
thing I do, I try to stay in my Bible and préy; you knuw,

and pray to God-tofhélp me, help my soul.

THE COURT: So you are clear-headed today?
THE DEFENDANT: I'm about the clearest I've been in

9
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years. I mean, not years. But, you know, today I am
feeling good, you know.

THE COURT: Have you ever been treated for any type of
mental illness or emotional disturbance?

THE DEFENDANT: No, I haven't, you know.

THE COURT: Do you suffer from any such a condition?

THE DEFENDANT: I don't think I have, you know. I
felt -- before when I got out of prison that, you know,
I--1I needed to go to mental health, but I never did
pursué it.

THE COURT: why did you think you needed to go?

THE DEFENDANT: Becadse I was, I guess, used to being
inside locked up so much, you know, I just --

THE COURT: You were depressed about your
circumstances?

' THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. well, I wou]d.say, Mr. Cole, it
would lead to depression, you know, being -- being in my
surroundings and, you know, but I'm being good, honest,
I've had to say yeah.

THE COURT: Well, is there anything about your mental
outlook or condition -- have any affect upon your ability
to understand fully what you're doing here right now?

THE DEFENDANT: I understand I'm pleading guilty.

THE COURT: A1l right. Listen to what the solicitor

tells about your case, and then 1'11 ask you some

10




W 0 ~N O 1 bW N

NN N NN N R e R e a P et
m_-b.wN!—-‘OSoowmmimNt-\‘o

‘additional questions. .

MR. HUNTER: For sure. I want to .go over some -- you
asked him if there were any dismissal of any other charges,
and we are dismissing all of those other pending charges
once we pleads to-this case as part of the -~

THE COURT: What else does he have pending?

MR. HUNTER: He has a distribution of meth third, PWID
meth third, trafficking meth third, unlawful carrying,
trafficking meth’third, poSsessioh of oxy and possession of
Lorazepam. | |

THE COURT: And are all of those -- are all of those
indictments that are pending? ’

MR. HUNTER: Those are all indictments that are
pending, Your Honor. .

THE COURT: And are there any other warrants that are
pending or any warrants that are‘éontemp]ated?

MR. HUNTER: Not to my knowledge, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And so everything he's done up until today
is considered in this plea?

MR. HUNTER: Correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that a fair statement,

Mr. Lancaster? '

THE DEFENDANT: I've been convicted of a first before,

and I don't -- I don't know about the third offense.

THE COURT: No, ho. That's not what we're talking

11
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about. We're talking about --

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- the other pending charges.

THE DEFENDANT: Oh, yes. I have pending charges.

THE COURT: What I'm trying to find out is you have
other pending charges.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I did have pending charges.

THE COURT: And I don't know if they have other
warrants that they contemplate serving on you or not. You
know, even if you haven't been arrested -- |

THE DEFENDANT: okay. I understand. I .do understand
that. ’

THE COURT: But Mr. Hunter's saying that whatever
you've done up unti1 today that relates to these drug cases
are taken care of in this plea today.

_THE DEFENDANT: Right. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So, in other words, they're not going to
be coming back to serve you with any more warrants.:

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah. It was -- it was. like a spree,
you know, spree type, undercover. And all of these
warrants come pi?Ted at one time. So, you know, that's
what happened to me and James Ruann. That's --

THE COURT: A1l right.

MR. HUNTER: Your Honor, on April 15th of 2016
Investigator'Ruann'with the Spartanburg County Sheriff's

12
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office had previously been introduced to Mr. Lancaster as
someone who had purchased meth. ;

He called up Mr. Lancaster to purchase meth from him
that day. He‘ofigina11y picked him up in Gaffney, drove
him down to a trailer park here in wellford where he
dropped Mr. Lancaster off. For a few hours they went back
ahd forth becadse the meth was not ready.

uUltimately, they ended up meeting back together at
the -- at a Spinx and Burger King before finally going back
to the trailer park where Mr. Ruann gave Shannon Lancaster
$1,250 in sheriff's office recorded money.

Mr. Lancaster went into the trailer. Hispanic male

1 then showed up in a car and went into the trailer.

Mr. Lancaster came back out and gave Investigator Ruann
just under 28 grams of methamphetamine.

Mr. Lancaster -- this occurred obviously in
Spartanburg County.

Mr. Lancaster was arrested a few days later on
multiple warrants, and a large amount of cash was found on

his person. Within that cash was at least $140 of the

marked funds that inveétigatgr Ruann had purchased meth on

April 15th, Your Honor.
THE COURT: And his history is what?
MR. HUNTER: His history is a 1991 possession of

crack, simple assault and battery, 94, petty larceny times

13

13
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twd, obtaining property by false pretenses; a '96 burglary

third times three, petty larceny times two, grand larceny;
1999, simple possession of marijuana, D.U.S.; 2001,
possession of Xanax times two, PWID marijuana; 2006,
shop1lifting, malicious injury to personal proberty, C.D.V.;
'08, receiving stolen goods, shoplifting; 2009, open
container, simple possession of marijuana; 2010, receiving

stolen goods third or subsequent, C.D.V. second; 2014,

shoplifting; 2015, shoplifting and trafficking meth ten to
28 grams.

THE COURT: A1l right. You heard what he told me
about the facts.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: DO you agree?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I -- I've made a lot of
mistakes in my life, you know.

THE COURT: You heard what he told me about your
history.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you agree?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I have been convicted of
those things.

THE COURT:. Do you still want to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I do. I want to get this

behind me.

14
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THE COURT: A1l right. 1I'11 accept your plea and hear
from you and Mr. Harris.

MR. HARRIS: May it.p1ease the Court, Your Honor.

I've been representing Mr. Lancaster for several
months, have met with him several occasions at the jail to
discuss his case, his pending charges, and of course spent
a lot of time with him just in the last week preparing for
what we anticipated to be a trial today on this charge.

I have found Mr. Lancaster to'be a vefy torn kind of
individual. He knows that he's let his drug addiction
control his life, and it has led to this.

And now he knows, obviously, that he's facing at least
12 to 18 years in prison and that's -- I've explained to

him the significance of a conviction for trafficking in

‘methamphetamine second offense beyond the punishment, that

the other consequences, that being a serious offense, being
a no-parole offense and being a 85 percent offense. He
understands that, and he's made the decision today, which I
agree with, to, as he says, put this matter behind-him.

Your Honor, we -- we just simply ask that the Court,

considering all of the circumstances, sentence him with

| some degree of Teniency and consideration for the plea.

THE COURT:" A1l right. Mr. Lancaster, you heard Mr.
Harris tell me that he talked to you about the fact that

this crime is classified as a violent offense and a serious

15
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offense'under the law and a no-parole offense under the
Taw. Do you understand the significance of those
designations?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I do, Mr. Cole.

THE COURT: And do you still want to go forward with
the plea?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I do, Mr. Cole.

THE COURT: Do you have anything you want to add to
what he told me? ,

THE DEFENDANT: I'd like to say, you know, that I'm
very sorry for what I did to the Court. I ask, I beg, the
Court to please have mercy and to -- understand I'm in the
wrong. I'm still going away to pfison, You know, and 1'd
Tike to just ask you to have mercy.

I do have three children. Their ages are 20, 17 and
15. 1'd Tike to maybe get out there soon and be a part of
their Tife, maybe stay in their 1ift. I do ask for that,
Mr. Cole.

You know, I'm sorry. I've shamed and I've embarrassgd
my family and I'm here to take responsibiTity for what I
did.

THE COURT: All right. oOn Indictment 2016-5068,
Sentence of the Court is you be confined to the South
Carolina Department of Corrections for a period of 15

years.

16




Give him credit for any time he's entitled to pursuant
to 24-13-40.
END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
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| CERTIFICATE
I, the undersigned Linda D. Moffitt, official Court
Reporter for the Seventh Judicial Circuit of the State of
south Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a
true, accurate and complete Transcript of Record of all the
proceedings had and evidence introduced in the trial of the
captioned cause,; relative to appeal, in the Court of General
Sessions for Spartanbﬁrg County, south Carolina, on the 14th
day-qf March 2017.
'-I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel

nor interest to any party hereto.

July 22, 2017

Linda D. Moffitt
Circuit Court Reporter

18
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

Nowt ot Sar

_ IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG :

The S8TATE of South Carolina,

; .
Prosecutor, |} ORDER P R 1 7 20’7
)
-8~ ) Denying Post-trial Motion COU[? Of
Shannon Miles LANCASTER, } Appea/s
} Indictment No, 2016 GS-42-05068
Defendant. ) i

—

{o=)

This matter came before this Court on pro se "motion" of the defendant
Shannon Miles Lancaster, filed with the Clerk of Court on March 24, 2017,

seeking a "time cut or ... an open reconstructed plea.”

~ Salient Facts

The defendant appeared before this Court on March 14, 2017 for
disposition of the above-referenced indictment charging him with Trafficking in
Methamphetamine (10 grams or more and less than 28 grams) Second Offense.
At the call of the case thé Court was informed that the defendant wished to.
enter a plea of guilty to the charge based upon a negotiated agreement as to thg
senténce to be imposed (a term within -a range of twelve (12} to eighteen (18)
years) and dismissal of additional pending indictments. Tﬁe defendant was
represented by Ricky Harris, Esq. The State was represented by James Edward
Hunter of the Circuit Solicitor’s office.

The usual plea colloquy estabhshed that the defendant understood the
charge, the sentence range, his waiver - of constitutional rights, and the waiver of
any defénses. It was apparent that his decision to plead guilty was freely,
voluntarily, and knowingly made with an understanding of the conseguences.
Pursuant to the negotiated agreement the defendant was senténced to a term of

fifteen years.
It appears that the defendant is now requesting a reduction in the

sentence imposed or, in the alternative, to have his guilty plea withdrawn and

entered with the discretion in sentencing left to the -Court.

@M
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Applicable Law K
Rule 29, SCRCrimP, provides that ".,. post-trial motions shall be made

within ten {10} days after the imposition of sentence." Based upon the relief
requested in his correspondence, the Court is treating the request as a timely

filed motion for reconsideration.

Conclusion .
After having considered the conténts of the: letter constituting his
"motion” and after reviewing the transcript of the plea proceeding, this Court
fmdé that the defendant’s post-trial motion should be and is therefore dénied._

v

March 27, 2017 ’ J. D f CODE, Presiding Judge —
The| Seventh Jy l{cial Cirenit Couxt

aramns

21
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT
)
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG )

™

SEP 30 2016

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on ., the

Grand Jurors of Spartanburg County present upon their oath:

TRAFFICKING IN METHAMPHETAMINE

That Shannon Miles Lancaster did in Spartanburg County on or about April 15,
2016, knowingly sell, manufacture, deliver, purchase or bring into this State, or did
provide financial assistance or did otherwise aid, abet, attempt, or conspire to sell,
manufacture, deliver, purchase, or bring into this State, or did knowingly actually or
constructively possess, or did knowingly attempt to actually or constructively possess
more than (10) ten gramé of Methamphetamine, a schedule 1I controlled substance, in
violation of §44-53-375, THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, (1976), as
amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such

case made and provided.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

LK m. Tl
Robert M. Pachak ‘
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defens:

PO Box 11589 -

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 21st day of September, 2017.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

F2LE m. Teeld

Robert M. Pachak
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 21st day of September, 2017.



