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NOW COMES undersigned counsel in the above-captioned action, respectfully moving
this Honorable Court to relieve him as counsel for the Petitioner in this appeal. In support of this
motion, undersigned counsel would show unto this Honorable Court the following:

This appeal arises out of the denial of a Rule 29(b), SCRCrimP, motion. Undersigned
counsel was retained to represent the Appellant in an appeal to the Court of Appeals but not to this
Court. Furthermore, undersigned counsel’s retainer fee was paid; however, only one minimal
payment was made subsequently to the retainer despite undersigned counsel’s repeated warnings,
both in writing and in person, to the Petitioner that he would move to be relieved as counsel if the
fee was not paid in full.

The Court of Appeals affirmed the circuit court’s ruling in an opinion filed March 8, 2017.

See State v. Choice, Op. No. 2017-UP-109 (S.C. Ct. App. filed March 8, 2017). The Petitioner

timely filed for rehearing, which was denied on May 1, 2017. The Petitioner has the option to
pursue an appeal to this Court. In order to preserve the Petitioner’s right to do so, undersigned
counsel respectfully requests that this Court relieve him as counsel and permit the Petitioner to
proceed either pro se or through another attorney. In accordance with Rule 264(b), SCACR,
undersigned counsel is serving a copy of this motion on both opposing counsel and the Petitioner
on today’s date. Undersigned counsel would also request that the time limits for filing the certiorari

petition and appendix be stayed pending the resolution of this motion.



CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, having set forth his grounds, undersigned counsel respectfully requests
that this Court relieve him as counsel in this matter pursuant to Rule 264, SCACR.

Respectfully submitted,
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torney and Counselor at Law
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This Mlay of May, 2017.
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