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Jim Hickman - Direct examination

by solicitor Myers 501
where a crime occurred or where evidence could be gathered
from a crime.
Q part of that is the, the collection of evidence as,
at a crime scene, photographic, documented?
A Yes, sif.
Q A1l right, sir. And you have had training in that

field?

A Yes, sir, I started my training with, of course, with

. the south cCarolina Criminal Justice Academy, graduated

from there. Also attended college and got an Associate's
Degree in police administration, which included crime
scene investigation and. its curriculum. I have been to
several crime scene schools. I was a member of the
International Association for Identification, and T hold a
certificate with them as a senior crime scene analyst.

Q Now, did you have an occasion to go out to church

-H111l. Apartments on the night, the night of June, of

November 207

No, sir, I did not.

when did you go out there?

I went the following morning on the 20th,
That would have been daylight hours?

Yes, sir.

th did you go with?

> 0o Lo > Lo >

Myself and Crime Scene Officer Laura Grimes and Crime
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-Jim Hickman - Direct examination

' by solicitor Myers 502
Scene Officer Mike Fisk. I'm sure he went with us
originally or came on later, but he was present with us

also.

Q That was your first time out there that morning,

daylight time?
A Yes, sir.
Q what was the purpose of going out there, Jim?

A A shell casing had been found.. We went back to see

~ if we could locate anymore and process the scene again.

Q I want to refer, if I could to start off with,
state's Exhibit No. 5. :
State's Exhibit No. 5, 3im, are you familiar with the

patio area out there?

A Yes, sir, I am.

Q  what was up against the ball over here?

A In this area there was furniture stacked up in here
and boxes and et cetera and over. the top of it was a blue

tarp.

QA blue tarp?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Now, in that area, in that tarp area and in
other areas out here also inside, but going through the
doors in this area, did you collect certain items, do some
measurements out there that.morning? |

A Yes, sir, I did.
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.Jim Hickman - bDirect examination
by solicitor Myers 503

Q Do you have a diagram prepared for that?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, referring to State's Exhibit No. 87, can you
tell us what this 1is? _

A This is a diagram of the patio area only, the
entrance being from the back and the tree here. The
vehicle was located here. This is the air conditioning
unit, the closet area, and the entrance from the back
patio door going into the apartmenfs here. This area here
was where the tarp was with the furniture and other items
and this being the windows that lead, that go into the
dining room area, which is right here.

Q All right, sir. I know when y'all go out y'all put
Tittle yellow things down with numbers on them, and y'all
have numbers, the sheriff's Department have numbers, SLED,
y'all have different numbers?

A Yes, sir.

Q But did you collect some things out there thaf
morning and you had.your own numbering system?

A Yes, sir.

Q And starting off on this, what number do we start
with on you collecting stuff out there that morning?

A You'll start with Item Number 12, which is located

 here, which is metal fragments.

Q How close is that to the tarp?
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination

by solicitor Myers 504
A It's almost on the tarp. 1It's Eight at the edge'of
the tarp.
Q In that area you said it was 12.

Is anything else near.12?

A Yes, sir, it's 12, 13, and -- 12 and 13 were along 1in
the same area here. Thirteen being a projectile and
twelve being metal fragments, and then 14, which was
actually on the tarp if I remember correctly, 14 being a
fired shell casing,lwhich was a‘spear .40, .40 caliber
smith & wesson. |

Q Step down here a minute, please.

A (witness comes down from the stand.)
Q I'm going to hand you this bag right here in just a

‘minute.

Referring tOVState's photograph 85, could you tell
the jury what that is please?
A  Yes, sir, if yoU'11———
Q I'TT let you stand here so this lady can hear what
you're saying. | '
A okay. If you'll look in this area here you'll see
the tarp here. You'll see the Placard 12, 13, and 14.
These are the ones I was just referring to. Thirteen
being fragments and 14 being shell casing. You'll also
see this wall here is the wall that goes into the back

wall of the apartment.
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination
by Solicitor Myers 505

You'll see down here in the corner this is the patio
doors here. Behind this tarp here you just barely can see
that it's a window there, and this wou]d be the concrete
floor of the patio. Back on the lower side of the
photograph, which you can't see, but over at this time in
this corher would be the entrance from the roadway.

Q Right along in there where that 12 1is, did you notice
anything on the concrete f1por out there on the patio?

A Yes, sir, right about where 12, and this -- in this
area right in here there was two indentations in the
cement, the floor where something had struck them. They
were fresh.

Q Referring to State's No. 76.

what is this?

A This is a photograph of the indentations. You can
notice this is what Placard 12 where the fragment was
found here and down here where something had hit the
concrete floor.

Q Going back to No. 85, where are those indentations on
the floor here? |

A Right in this area right here.

Q Now, 77, 1is that a close-up view?

A Yes, sir, this is a close-up view. If you remember,
the other photograph you'll see, this item here,

indentations here.
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination
' by Solicitor Myers ‘ _ 506
Q You said you had 12, 13 and 14.
what was 127
A Twelve was fragments and 13 was fragments and 14 was
a shell casing. ‘,
Q Is this No. 84 a close-up of 137

A Yes, sir, a projectile or fragment sitting there

1 which is almost on the tarp.

‘Q ~ Looking at No. 83, is this a c1osé~up of 147

A Yes, sir, and that's a shell casing that's laying on_
the tarp. o |

Q@  will you look in this bag and see if you can find 12,
13, and 14, and.show the jufy what is 12, 13, énd 14.

A Item Number 12; Which‘is in this container here,
which is metal fragmehts; _

Q About how many are in that Number 127

A I think there's about nine or ten, éeVen, somewhere
along there. Theré‘s‘five‘pieces of brass and then about
seven or eight pieces of lead. The brass-colored ones
would be the jacket around the bullet and the dark-colored
one or the dull-colored one would be the lead actually in
the bullet itself.

Q Jim, you're putting that in there like a Tittle film
cannister, | |

A Yes, sir.

Q Putting---
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination
by solicitor Myers 507

A This is just a Tlittle film cannister where we can
store the bullets.

Q You put that back in there?

A Yes, sir.

Q where is that indicated that's Number 127

A on the top of it you'll see it's indicated Number 12,
my initials, and the date, the case number being across
here, the date here, initials, and the number there.

Q Number 13.

A Number 13, of course, it's marked the same way on top
and it is actually a projectiTe or a fragment. It is
actually a bullet.

Q Number 14. ‘, .

A Number 14, again, is marked on the top and it is a

shell casing.

Q And referring to the chart again, No. 87, got 12, 13,

and 14 right there?

Yes, sir.

And now the next two would be 15 and 16.

Yes, sir.

Where are they located? _
" Fifteen would be somewhere'right a1ong'1n this area
on the tarp or close to the tarp, and 16 would be béck
here,Awhich was under the tarp, and it was discovered when

we moved the tarp back out the way.
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination
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Q = Does photograph 82 show 15 and 167
Come over here.
A _ Yes, sir, 15 being here, and you'll notice the tarp

has been moved, 15 being along 1in this afea, and you'll

" remember 12, 13, and 14 were along in this area, 15 being

here, and it's almost under -- and I believe this was a
couch or some type of chair. You can see up underneath
the bottom where another shell casing was found.
Q You said some things'Were under the tarp.

~ was that some items under the tarp?

A Yes, sir, the tarp was down over these items here,

and I believe this is a ;ouch, and it's some kind of

table, chair, something or other.

Q WOu1d.you'get 15 and 16 out of there and show the

jury..
A Fifteen, again, you can see on top where I marked it,
and it's Item Number 15, ‘and it is a shell casing and

Number 16 is 1in a different container. Just a box. You

" can also see where I put the same markings on it, my

initials, the date, and the case number, and.a shell
casing.
Q These shell casings you have referred to have been

fired or unfired?

A They were fired.

Q "Now, I want to show you what's been marked No. 81.




O 00 N O Ui D W N =

NONNN NN R R R R
mprHomm\;mmE’SEﬁS

S(

)9

Jim Hickman - Direct examination
by Solicitor Myers 509

what is that?
A This is a projectile or a bullet that's located here
on the deck. You will see -- you may not be able to see

it in this photograph, but if you look right along here

there is a piece of furniture and I believe it is a couch.

I think it is the same couch we‘1ooked at in the other
photograph. This is the wall, which is the outside wall
of the dining room or the apartment complex, but the shell
casing -- the projectile was found on the ground between
those two items.

Q Did you number that 1177

A Yes, sir.

Q why don't you have a sign on that?

A There was only a real small space about like this,
you know, two or three inches, and I just couldn't get one
back out. |

Q on the drawing again, Drawing 87, show the jury where
17 was found.

A Seventeen was right here in this area here.

Q what's on this wall right here on 17?

A This is the window of the dining room W1ndow, and
it's the back wall of the apartment complex, and, again,
this is 16, which was Tocated up underneath, I'm going to
call it a couch, which was located right here.

Q You can see that couch is on the photograph.
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~ 3im Hickman - Direct examination
' by  Solicitor Myers - 510

would you point it out?
A Yes, sirf |
Q  Let's talk about 18 and 19.

Where are 18 and 19 Tocated?
A Eighteen and Nineteen were located over on the |
opposite patio fehce‘wa11. The patio was fenced in along
this area here and on the other side of it was where 18
and- 19 were .found.
Q. | Eighteen and Nineteen?
A Yes, sir, which is -- 18 there and 19 there.
Q Photograph No. 80 has an 18 on it. Ex§1ain to the
jury what this depicts. |
A Eighteen is here. You can see the furniture here and
ybu can éee,the tfence here along the back of the patio,
and if you'll look right close there you'll see the shell

casing here.

- Q You've got 18 in there?

A No, sir, 18 being the shell casing here you'll see on
the back where I got it marked with my initials, case
number, and the date and this would be Item Number 18.
Q :Tell you what, if you can put that over here for ué.
Picture Number 79 says 19.

Now, where is 197 -
A Nineteen would be right back up in here was 18. This

is out up under the tarp or back against the window would
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination
by Solicitor Myers 511

be 19, and that's just a shell fragment. You will see
here 19, again my initials and date and all, and at the
bottom it's just a little piece of Tead.
Q Now, in progress here, where is 207?
A TWenty, twenty, twenty. Excuse me. In this area
being the patio door, this being the storage unit or
whatever on the back of the apartment, for right in this

area which leads right into the house would be Number 20.

Q Photograph Number 78, tell the jury what 20 is.

A If you'll look, you'l]l see up there -- you'll see the
back wall or, the storage unit, and this is the entrance
to, to the patio, the patio door entrance into the
apartment and along in this area you'll see little pieces
of metal, which is the fragments from a bullet.

Q Do you have 20 there? ,
A This being Item 20, if you Took in the bottom you'll
see several pieces of lead and severé] pieces of brass,
which are a brass-colored object, which is the casing

around the bullet, and the 1id being the bullet itself.

Q Now, what is this in here?

A Item Number 17 is a bullet or a projectile.

Q And I think 17---

A Seventeen.

Q ---is the one that you couldn't put a number on,

but---
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A Yes, sir, 17 is one I couldn't put a number on,
behind the wihdow, and the couch and the wall itse1f,
Q so, you've got 12 through 20.
A .Yes, sir.
Q Is that correct?
A Yes; sir.

SOLICITOR MYERS: Your Honor, we're‘gding to put all
of these in one bag, marked 12 to 20, items found and
offer them as one exhibit for purposes of simplicity.

THE COURT: Any objection to the introduction into

-evidence?

MS. FULLWOOD: ' No, Your Honor.
MR.. DUNCAN: No. | |
| THE COURT: That's fine, Mr. Solicitor. -All
collectively as one exhibit. |
(WHEREUPON, the box of items was marked as State's

Exhibit No. 88 and received into evidence at this time.)

Q Let's refer to the drawing, 87, again.

“Now, that mornihg when you were out there; did you
have occasion to also go inside?
A | Yes, sir, I did. .
Q  And did you notice any kind, anything grab your
attention as to any bullet holes or anywhere on the walls,
patio, or on the inside?

A Yes, sir, there was -- along this window here right
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the wall and it was low up underneath the window and it

Jim Hickman - Direct examination
' by solicitor Myers 513

up underneath it was a bullet hole which passed through
the wall into the dining room, and then on the.window
itseTf, I think it was sort of underneath the molding on
the window, another bullet hole, which is a Tittle bit
higher. Both of them passed through the wall and went

into the dining room. oOne of the bullets passed through

struck a dining room table chair and it Todged in the
chair itself in the cushion.

The other one, which was the high one, passed through
the wall, went on into the other side of the dining room
wall where the Tittle shelf was at, and it went into the
wall. And once.it struck the two-by-four inside it, it
just fell to the bottom and we recovered it on the bottom.
Q | Now, explain to the jury what, if anything, you do to
try to ana1yzé those bullets, the path of them, and where
they end up, where they come from. 3Just .explain to them
What you do.

A Usually what we try to do is find out where the
person who's doing the shooting was standing, where the
victim was, et cetera. The easy way we do this is we use
rods, which we stick through the holes, and if we have a
good enough hole, we just put it through the hole and then
we.tie a sfring to the end of it and string it out just as

far as it goes in a level area. That way we can see back
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J1m Hickman - Direct exam1nat1on
by 5011c1tor Mmyers : 514

along that 1ine. We can see where somebody might have
been standing. We can't tell exactly where<they stéhd
because we -- in this particular incident I had no
information as to how tall the subject was,}how he was
holding the gun. You know, he could be holding it up Tlike
this. A person like this is where we normally hold iit,

but somewhere along that 1ine we could see where the

subject was standing when he fired the gun.

Q How many shots are we talking now with this going

- inside the walls and .things?

A I'm talking about two shots that goes into the wall

here, and then, of course, there's two here, but these two -

here are the only ones that we could string to.

1 Q So, you're talking about two in the wall and then two

more out on the floor that we already talked about?

A Yes, sir. ,

Q I'm going to hand you Photographs 75, 73, 74,'71,_and
72. You just explain to the jury what these depict.

A The first photograph is state's Exhibit 75. You'll
see along here -- you'll see the -- what Tooks 1ike red
string and then on the end you'll see a 11tt1e stick or a
rod and then on top is a green one. This is what I was
talking about is the rod goes through the hole. It passed
all the way through the wall. There it had two-points.

So, it was stationery and then the string is what we
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itself.

“tell. This is -~ that's about four foot to there where

A You will see in the background here that's the patio

Jim Hickman - Direct examination
by solicitor Myers 515

pull out to a, a place far away and attach it to --
sometimes the string can go all the way across this room
or .sometimes it can just go a short distance. It depends.
But the red ones indicated to the Tower portion around the

top green one is the one that went through the window

Q Now, I'm going to hand you Photograph No. 73.
Explain to the jury what you're doing there.

A state's Exhibit 73 is a photograph. You'll see me

and what I'm doing is I'm holding a rod here, it's a

measuremént, a yardstick so to speak, and I'm measuring

the height of the string. That gives me some indication

as to how far back if is as to where, you know -- if I

knew how tall the subject was or that information I could

the string crosses.
Q And that area -is a door there.

what is that door?

door that leads into the house or the -apartment.

Q Photograph No. 74.

A State's Exhibit 74 is a photograph of the same
general areas that we talked about earlier, but I moved a.
little bit further back towards the entranceway from the

patio to the outside.
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3im Hickman - Direct examination
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Q Can you show us on this diagram where you moved that?
A Yes, sir, the first photograph we looked at I was
somewhere in this area here because you can see the patio
door. This photograph, State's Exhibit 74, I have moved
back to along in here somewhere. You cah see the door
going into this storage area. So, it's just two or
three feet further back being the entrance to the patio
from the outside being here.
Q  And what does that show?
A This shows that the string is -- one of them is about
the same, but the other one is a Tlittle bit higher. -The
red 6ne being about 4'2" or 4'3", somewhere along there,
and the green one being, 1et;s see, about 4'9".
Q Is -- J1im, .based on youf testihg, did you determine .
approximately where the person was that fired the shots?.
A Yes, sir, somewhere along in this area right in here,
somewhere right about where the two photographs were at,
somewhere along there. If you had got any further back
the subject would have been holding his hand up over
his -- even I have to hold it up over my head.
Q Here is something right here.

what is that?

A That's an air conditioning'unit.
Q How. close is that air conditioning unit?

I would say, you know, a couple of feet in.
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Somewhere along this area or right close to the area---
Q These shots, could you tell the angle, whether it was
up, straight, or down?
A The two shots through the window were at a downward
angle, both of them. |
Q what about the indentations?
A The indentations, they -- I couldn't tell, but they
had to be downward so they could get them -- excuse me.
The indentations were more round than anything else, which
would have been an indication that they were shot
downward.
Q ‘Now, you talk about those two shots going in the
side. I'm referring to No. 5 now, patio out heré, inside,
air conditioner.

where inside did the two shots go?
A okay. Like I said earlier, somewhere around this
area here is where they were fired in this and 1inside the
patio. One went up underneath this window and come across
and lTodged in the chair which was here. The other one
comes at the edge of this window, comes across into this
wall here, and lodged inside the wall.
Q Now, I'm going to show you Photograph No. 71.

Explain to the jury what that is please, sir.
A In State's Exhibit 71 you'll see the same type of rod

that I used earlier which you saw in the earlier
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Jim Hickman - Direct examination |
by Solicitor Myers . 518

photographs. 1It's coming across and you'll see it. It
goes directly to that chair. You can see a little mark on

the chair cushion itself where the bullet hit and the

- bullet was recovered from the inside of the chair. This

wall back here, back wall of the dining room, of course.
This is the dining room table.

Q Seventy-two, explain to the jury.what that is.

A In State's Exhibit 72, again, you can see the table. |
You can see here the chair which we found the bullet in.

I already moved it and recovered. This -- the other rod
that comes across from the other bu11et, the other

gunshot, you'll see it goes directly 1into the wall on the

opposite side.

Q How did you know a bullet was in the wa11?

A I cut the wall open and found one in the bottom. It
appeared that there was a hole in the wall, which was --
see where the rod is going to. This Tooked 1ike a bullet
hole in there. with the rod and the string, everything

Tined up to that hole, and we cut the boards off and found

the bullet Tlaying in the bottom.

Q  Thank you. You can have a seat.

A (witness returns to the stand.)

Q Jim, that same date, did you have an occasion to go
to Newberry?

A Yes, sir, I did.
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by Solicitor Myers 519
Q what was the purpose of you going to Newberry?
A I went to the autopsy.
Q That was on the victim, Isaac Wilson?
A Yes, sir, it was.
Q were you present during the autopsy?
A Yes, sir.
Q Is it normal for police officers to attend an
autopsy?
A Yes, sir, normal procedure is we attend every autopsy

especially when it's a homicide.

Q  what- is the purpose of you being there?

A We gather information that the autopsy gives us
during the éutopsy. Things that would be in his report at
a later time, I'm able to bring that informing back and
give to the investigators immediately so they will have
the information and can proceed on their case. I also
collect other evidence like bullets that's lodged into the
victim, victim's clothes, fingerprints, and things Tike
that.

Q And being at the autopsy on that day, were -- you
observed them take a cube or a vile of blood from the
victim?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q what do y'all call that tube?

A It is in a vile. It is just a round -- same thing
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‘Jim Hickman - Direct examination o
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whenever you go.give blood at the Red Cross, the same

thing they put your blood in. It's basically the same.

Q And they call that some kind of copper color.
what---

A It is a lavender I believe. This one was -- it's

Tavender. They'Qe got different colors on the top to

indicaie dﬁffereht things of where they go and they were

taken for different purposes. This one happened to be --

I think it was lavender, yes,. sir, ]avehder,

Q when that vile is taken, is it secured and Tabeled?

A "Yes, sir, when we go to Newberry, Dr. Sexson and his

personnel, they usually take the tube, they will mark it

- and tag it as I watch them, and they W111 place it in a

heat sealed bag and mark it with where it needs to go to

" at SLED. I usually take that information from there, the

vile, and all the other.items, I sign for them from them,

bring it back, log it into the property room.

Q And all these things we have talked about, the
casings, the fragments, the lavender tube of blood, did
you keep that in your possession and bring it back and
secure it in the evidence Tocker af the Lexington County
Sheriff's Department?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q And then later on somebody could transfer that to

SLED for testing?
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A Yes, sir. ’ _

Q when you brought all these items back in and put them
in the evidence locker, were they tampered with or changed
in any manner, Jim?

A No, sir.

Q Nice to have you back. Answer any questions they've
got.

A Thank you, sir.

CROSS -EXAMINATION

BY MS. FULLWOOD:

Q Hi, Jim. I believe you're telling us that these
planes you created with the rods and the string can only

give you an approximation, is that right?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q - And I imagine there are a number of variables that go
into where someone was when a gun was shot, is that
correct?

A Yes, ma'am, as I said earlier, some of the variables
could be how tall or how short he is, where he's standing,
where he's sitting, how he's holding the gun and some
other things.

Q And basically what you're telling us is that, at an
approximation, the shooter was somewhere along that plane
when they shot?

A Yes, ma'am.
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Q - You can't tell us exactly where along the plane they
were, can you?
A No, ma'am, the only thing I can do is I can tell you
is they should not have been passed a certain point and
that would have been where the plane, as you_refer to'it,_
as, goes so high that you can't reach it.
Q And you were able to construct those planes for. two
shots, is that right?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. But now the casings and metal fragments and

| bullets you collected at the scene showed you that there

"were more than two shots fired, is that right?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q  And you can't tell us anything about the position of
the shooter and'any of the other shots that were fired, is

that right?

A Yes, ma'am, I cannot.

Q okay. Thank you. I don't have any further
questions.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DUNCAN:

Q Just a couple here, investigator.
Did you take any gunshot residue?
Did you test for gunshot residue for Mr. Isaac

wilson?
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A No, sir. |
Q That's quite common season it, to bag the hands?
A Yes, sir.
Q But it wasn't done here?
A I'm not sure whether it was done or not. I didn't do
it.
Q okay. Did you -- do you do anything with
fingerprints?
A Yes, sir. _
Q Did you take any fingerprints off the shotgun?
A No, sir.
Q Were you asked to do so?
A No, sir.

MR. DUNCAN: Thank you.

SOLICITOR MYERS: Nothing further.

Thank you, Jim.

THE COURT: Thank you, investigator. Have a nice
day.

SOLICITOR DIXON: State calls Beth Harmon.

BETH HARMON, having been first duly

sworn,.testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR DIXON:

Q
A

Beth, where do you work?

Lexington County Sheriff's Department.
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what do you do there? |
Currently I'm an evidence custodian.'
In November of 2006 what were you doing?
I was an evidence custodian.

Tell the jury briefly what that is.

> o0 r Lo r P

We're_responsib1e for all the evidence that's brought
into the evidence room. We receive evidence from crime.
scene officers, investigators, and road officers. They're
required to fill out paperwork. We verify that péperwork
with the evidence that they turn in, enter\if into a .

computer system, assign it a bar code and package it so

that it can be stored until it's sent for testing or until

it's brought to court.

Q The evidence that is turned into the evidencé
custodians, first off, how many evidence custodians are
there?

A There are three.

Q The evidence that's turned into that room, where do
you store it? _

A It depends on what type of evidehce it is. We have
certain locations such as the gun room or the drug room
where we put items that need to be secured. Our gun room
and drug room fs similar to a bank vault. It is not
accessible unless you have a key. To get into that office

you have to have a key like you would use to unlock your
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house as well as a photo card. That card Tets you into
that particular office. We also have files where we store

photographs or latent prints and a warehouse where we

store large items.

Q who has access to these rooms?
A Just the three evidence custodians.

Q I'm going to try to make tHis as painless as
" possible.

Do you have your property sheets with yoU?.
A I do.
Q - Let's go through this in groups to try to make this
easier.
| Did you receive evidence from officer McIntosh?
I did.
| can you tell us, did you receive a handgun?
I did receive a handgun from Investigator McIntosh.
what did you do with that handgun? -
That handgun was logged into the property room via

the computer. We verified the serial number on the gun

~and the make and the model. It was packaged and stored in

our gun room.
Q And I know we entered this'gun, and I -- here it is.
Right in front of me. 1I'm going to hand this to you,
Beth. i ask you if you can identify that.

A Yes, this is a smith & wesson .40 caliber handgun
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with a serial number that matches.

Q ~ Is that the handgun that you received from Sergeant

McIntosh?

A It is.

Q Did you also receive a pair of shoes from Sergeant
McIntosh? |

A I did.

Q Can you tell us, do you have a description of those
shoes? N | | |

A Sure. It's one paik.of Nike Air Jordan gray in color

: withAa_number-23 oh the strap, size nine,ahd a ha1f.

Q when you received those shoes, what did you do with
them? |
A She has shoes, went out into the warehouse.
Q Ohe other thing you received from officer McInfosh.
I believe it‘s the sheriff's Department No. 10.
Do you have a record of that?
A I do.
Q I'm going to hand you a bag, Beth, and ask you 1if you
can identify this. |

A This 1is one Spear .40‘ca11ber Smith & wesson round

- that I received from Sergeant McIntosh.

Q 'Is, is that an unfired round?
A It is.

SOLICITOR DIXON: At this time we move that round
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into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MS. FULLWOOD:‘ No.

' MR. DUNCAN: None. |

(WHEREUPON, a .40 caliber round was marked as State's
Exhibit No. 89 and received into evidence at this time.)
Q That's all we've got from Officer McIntosh.

Let's talk about Officer Beaver. Specifically I want
to ask you about Lexington Sheriff's Department No. 3.

Did you receive a gray in- color sweatshirt that was
checked in by Investigator Beaver?
A Yes, I did, a gray hoodie sweatshirt Michigan.
Q Let's move onto Laura Grimes. You received a lot of
evidence from her.

Did you intake all that evidence that she turned in?
A I believe I did. |
Q - And where did you store that evidence?
A It depends on what type of evidence it is. Firearms
go into the gun room. Any type of Tatent print card would
obviously go into the latent vault. Large items would go

in the warehouse.

Q Is it all evidence that has 1imited access?
A It is.
Q From Crime Scene Investigator Jim Hickman that just

testified, did you also ever receive evidence?
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I did.

what did you do with that evidence?

That evidence was also stored outside.

outside?

> o r O P

. such as the metal projectiles and filed casing were
stored outside. Any autopsy stuff would have been stored
in a refrigerator for which is in another building.

Q when you- say outside, what do you mean?

A In the warehouse.

Q You said the.autopsy book would have been stored
refrigerated? "

A . Yes.

Q = Also, from Investigator Steve Collins,. did you

receive a Buccal swab?

A Yes, I did.

Q  Where is that stored?

A This Buccal swab was stored in the warehouse.

Q A1T the evidence that you received from all ofvthe
evidence people in this case, did you alter or tamper with
it in any way? |

A No.

Q Did you furnish access to it, besides the cqstddians,
until the case was being prepared?

A No, unless somebody signed something out that'needed

to be tested we did not allow anybody access to it.
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Q I have one more question to ask you, Beth. There has

been some question this morning about the shotgun.

Are you familiar with that shotgun?
A. Yes, I am.
Q At some point there were some extra shells found 1in
that shotgun, is that correct?
A There were.
Q Tell the jury about what. happened.
A The Ssolicitor's 0ffice had come to view the evidence
in this case in preparation for the trial. while they
were reviewing the evidence it was discovered that there
were additional shells that were found in that shotgun.
No one had had access to that gun without us being there
and it had never Teft our presence.
Q Now, when you say that the Solicitor's office was
reviewing the gun, had anybody from the Solicitor's office
or anyone else been alone with that gun before the shells
were discovered? |
A No, - the sheriff's Department, we have a policy that
we do not allow evidence to be viewed without an evidence
custodian present at all times.
Q Now, the shells that were found in that one, do you
know how many there were?
A I do not recall how many there were.

Q I'm going to show you a bag and ask you if you can
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identify it. These are the shotgun shells that came out
of the gun.
How many are there?
A There were three.
Did those come out of the gun in your pfesence?

- They did.

SOLICITOR DIXON: ‘At this time we move those shells
1hto evidence. . |

MS. FULLWOOD: No objection.

MR. DUNCAN: None. |

-_THE COURT: Moved into evidence.

. (WHEREUPON, the shotgun shells were -marked as State's
Exhibit No. 90 and received into evidence at this time.)
Q Can you tell ué, Beth, just looking at those bags,
what kind of shells are those?

A All three of these shells are Federal 12 gauge
shells.
Q  Answer any questions the defense has.

MS. FULLWOOD: No questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Duncan. |

CROSS -EXAMINATTON

BY MR. DUNCAN:

Q That gray Michigan hoodie sweatshirt has been in
y'all's custody continuously since November 20 of 20067

A I believe so. without looking at the chain of
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custody card it would be hard for me to determine if it
had been signed out.
Q But -- and maybe -- my question was probably
inartfully worded. I apologize.

It's been in law enforcement's custody since that
time?
A That's correct.
Q | Okay. Now, you were present, weren't you, last
Friday when the evidence was reviewed, correct?
A I was.
Q Okay. And that's when -- what was that September or
whatever -- almost three years after the fact, that's when
the two packages or drugs were found in Mr. A.J. wilson's
belongings, correct? ' |
A Yes, I was not out into the lobby when they were

found. I was in the office itself, but it is my

-understanding they were found in those particular articles

of clothing.

MR. DUNCAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: Redirect.

SOLICITOR DIXON: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Thank you. Appreciate you being here.
You may step down.

SOLICITOR DIXON: State would call Candy Kyzer, Your

Honor. v N
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CANDY KYZER, having been first duly
sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR DIXON:

where do you work?

Lexington County Sheriff's Registration's Department.
How long have you worked there?

Approximately 14 years.

what do you do there?

I'm an evidence custodian.

what are your duties?

What do you do briefly?

A Evidence custodian, we receive all the evidence from
deputies in cases, our investigators. We have to sign it
in and put it into the Computer,vprint out a barvcode
Tlabel, put on it, and then store it in its proper
location. My actual job duty is to take the evidence over
to SLED and also to ré]easé'evidence back to its owner.

Q Candy, in this case, did you receive some evidence
from crime scene investigator Laura Grimes? |

A Yes, I did.

~would that be a shell casing and an unfired bullet?
Yes, it would be.

Did you tamper with that evidence in any way?

> o > 0O

No, I did not.
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Did you alter it in any way?
No, I did not.
- Where did you store that evidence?

It went out in our warehouse.

o P O P> L

okay. without going through individually, candy, let
me ask you 1in general.

At some point did you transport evidence from the
Sheriff's Department somewhere else?
A Yes, I did. I took some evidence over to SLED for
testing.
Q When you take that evidence over to SLED for testing,
tell me how you go about that.
A what usually happens is an investigator or the crime
scene unit completes the paperwork for us to take certain
items over to SLED. I gather those items up and then
transport them over there where at SLEb they sign it in
and package it as they need to be packaged.
Q Now, when you transport that evidence, Candy, do you
ever leave it anywhere?
A No, I do not.
Q Does anyone else have access to 1it?
A No, just me.
Q After you sign that evidence out of the Sheriff's
Department and until you signed it into SLED, was it

tampered with or altered in any way?
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A No. it was not.
Q candy, I'm also going to ask you about the shotgun.
Were you present when the additional shells were
found in the shotgun?

A Yes, I was.

Q can you tell us how many shells you remember being
- found?

A I believe it was three.

~ SOLICITOR DIXON: Thank you, Candy. Answer any
questions the defense has.
"THE COURT: .Ms. Fullwood.
MS. FULLWOOD: No questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Duncan.
MR. DUNCAN: No questions, 
THE COURT: Thank you. Appreciate it.
SOLICITOR MYERS: Steve Collins. |
STEVE COLLINS, having been first duly |
sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR MYERS: -
Q  Steve, you have testified previously to being one of

the officers in this case?

A vyes, sir.

Q As to other involvement you have with the receiving

evidence, obtaining. evidence, or transporting evidence, on
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August 14 were you present when some samples were taken
from A.J. wilson, one of the victims in this case?

A Yes, sir, I was.

'Q what kind of samples were taken from him on August 14

of 20087

A what is referred to as a Buccal swab.

Q what is a Buccal swab?

A It is when you swab the inside of the mouth of

somebody to obtain evidence to be tested for D.N.A. is

what I believe it is in layman's terms to be.

Q Is that just a swab or is it a package or what is it?
A It's a package, comes in a case which was similar to
that G.S.R. residue thing, and the crime scene people have
a procedure that they go through when they check that
evidence.

Q So, it's 1ike a kit?

A Yes, sir.

Q And were you present when that was taken from A.3J.

Wilson?

A Yes, sir, I was.

Q who took possession of those swabs? _

A I took possession of those from the persoh who did
it.

Q And also it's been testified that Isaac Wilson, the

deceased, some blood was taken at the autopsy?
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Yes, sir.

A Tavender tube they call it?

Yes, sir.
bid you ever come in possession of that at anyitfme?
Yes, sir, I did. I signed that out from evidence.
A1l right, sir. And what did you do, on August 15 of
2008, with the Buccal swabs of A.J. Wilson and the blood
of Isaac wilson? |

A I took possession of it, drove the -items from the
Sheriff's Department to SLED, andrturned'that over to SLED
so they could perform their testing.

Q  Mainly D.N.A.?

A Yes, sir.

Q  would that‘have been Nikki Perry, the lady that would
get stuff from, from SLED? |

A Yes, sir. |

Q You testified earlier, on November 20 of 2006, that
you observed both defendant, Curtis Johnson and Defendant
Kerwin Parker?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you see any one of them with any kind of
ihjuries?

A No, I did not observe any 1njurie$ on either of those
gentlemen.

SOLICITOR MYERS: No further questions.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MS. FULLWOOD:
Q- Detective Collins?

A Yes.

- Q As case-officer, did you ask SLED to examine, for

| evidence, any white t-shirts other than the ones that you

got from Isaac and A.J.?

A - I did not ask SLED to examine any white t-shirts.
MS. FULLWOOD: Thank you very much.
MR. DUNCAN: Excuse me just a minute, Your Honor.

I'm trying -- I want to find the gray hoodie sweatshirt.

This hasn't been introduced yet, has. it?

THE COURT: The marking should be on the box.

MR. DUNCAN: - That's what I was looking for.

SOLICITOR MYERS: A1l of it has been admitted as an
exhibit. |

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DUNCAN:

Q State's Exhibit 35, do you recognize this?

A It looks to be the t-shirt that would have been worn
by Kerwin Parker when I met him on the morning of the
20th,

Q The t-shirt or -- you just said t-shirt.

A 5weatshirt, t-shirt. I'm sorry. I would guess that

Tooks to ‘be the outer clothing garment that was worn by
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Kerwin Parker on the day that I met him on the 20th.

Q A11 right, sir. This sweatshirt, which I don't know
if you want gloves or not, but would you turn that
sweatshirt inside out and look at the right inside sleeve
unless I've done it backward -- yeah, there is a stain --
there 1is staining material on that inside, isn't it?

A Yes, sir, there's material on the dinside.

Q And it looks 1ike dried blood, doesn't it?

A That wasn't what first came to my mind. But, yes, I

- could say that possibly is dried blood as well.

Q Has that ever been examined by anyone?

A Not to my‘know1édge;<no, it has ﬁot.

Q So, you did not cHéCk that sweatshirt for dried blood
from any injury to Mr. parker, did YOu?

A It is not our practice to take the clothes off of

. people and turn them inside out to look for that. But,

no, I did not do that or wouldn't have done that, no.
Q okay. But that would have revealed fresh blood,
wouldn't it?
A Yes, sir, it probably would have. I can't say,
but--- )

MR. DUNCAN: All right, sir. Your Honor, 1'd 1ike
Mr. Parkér to approach this witness and show him his right
forearm.

THE COURT: Any objections to that?
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SOLICITOR MYERS: I don't have any objections.
THE COURT: You may approach.
MR. DUNCAN: If you would, come around here.
(pefendant Parker.comp1ies.)
Q Now, that area of the sweatshirt which was the right
forearm, do you see a scar on the right forearm of
Mr. Kerwin Parker?
A Yes, he does have a scar. .
Q ATl right, sir. would you describe it?
A Probably about two inches that goes From the 1inside
out, about three or four inches below his elbow.
Q Those items that‘are consistent with blood stains
extend for several inches, don't they?
A Sure. _
MR. DUNCAN: All right, sir. Your Honor, I'd like
Mr. pParker to show the jury his forearm.
THE COURT: Any objections?
SOLICITOR MYERS: -No, sir.
THE COURT: You may do so.
(Defendant;Parker complies.)
MR. DUNCAN: Thank you.
Q Did you fill out the request to SLED for forensic
testing?
A There was a number of testing done in this case, and

I cannot remember specific requests, but if you have
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:something that you wou1d like me to Took at I cah tell

you.

Q And, again, I apologize that this is not you. I'm

not quite certain who generates that form.

A I'm not real familiar with the form. It has my name

~as the investigating officer on that. 1I'll agree to that,

but that's not my handwriting, and it did not i1l out "
this specific form.

Q wWould there be something that says that you requested

‘a gray hoodie sweatshirt Michigan, and all it has a trace

(G.S.R.).

- who would have asked only for that?
A In a case like this, where it's a large case, there
are several detectives and crime scene invéstigatbrs,
periodically during the course of the case, it is

discussed what evidence needs to go to it as the lead

~ investigator. I do not specifically need to ask for

something to go to SLED. If another investigator or crime
scene person thinks +it's important, then they have every
bit as much authority to take care of that, and I believe
that‘1ooks 1ike what has happened in that case, but
responsibilities are delegated in a big case like this.

Q Okay. There 1is a -- I don't know what you call it, a
parentheses, that has items marked from Kerwin Parker.

A okay. Yes, I see what you're referring to.
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Q would you---

SOLICITOR MYERS: Your Honor, he doesn't know
anything about that report. I don't know why he's asking
this witness. All it is 1is, has his name on there as an
officer, is not his handwriting. So, we object to this.
It's not relevant as to this witness.

THE COURT: Your response?

MR. DUNCAN: My question, judge, would be is he aware
of those items of clothing Tisted for Mr. Parker actually
being the items of clothing that were submitted.

| THE COURT: I will allow you to.

SOLICITOR MYERS: I don't have any objection to that,
bdt I thought he was asking---

THE COURT: I understand. I'l11 allow you to ask that
question.

A Yeah, if I'm understanding the question correctly --
rephrase it. You're asking if the questions listed are
the clothing that are attributed to Kerwin Parker, and,
yes, my answer is I believe that those items are that, are
annotated are associated with Kerwin Parker.

Q@  And those items to your -- does this refresh your
memory as far as those items? _

would you tell the jury what those items, those were?
A Let's see. Sweatshirt, gray sweatpants, a t-shirt.

Q what color t-shirt?
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By Mr. Duncan 542
A gray t-shirt.
okay. Not a white t-shirt?
It ddes not say white t-shirt. It says gray t-shirt.
okay. . |
A pair of socks and a pair of shoes. I did not ever
personally see the socks or the shoes.

MR. DUNCAN: Thank you. I don't have anything'e1se.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION .

BY SOLICITOR MYERS:
Q  Steve, would you take that shirt and show whatever

stain that is to the jury?

{1 A .(Withess complies.)

- Q Now, how far is that stain from the bottom sleeve of

that shirt?

A About five inches.
Q  And whatever he had on his arm, how long was that?
A About two inches.

Q Show them the two inch tear on that t-shirt or hole

on thatlshirt. No, I'm talking about on the sleeve.

A I don't see one. I was going to turn it back inside
out. | |

Q So, if he got an injury with that shirt on, the
bullet had to go up the sleeve?

A I can't answer that question.

Q Thank you.
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THE COURT: If there's nothing else of this witness,
sir, you can step down.
THE WITNESS: Thank you, judge.
- THE COURT: Put that sweatshirt back in that box only

so we can account for everything that's taken in or out of

the box.
THE COURT: Good enough.
Yes, ma'am.
SOLICITOR DIXON: State calls Nikki Perry, Your
Honor .
NIKKI PERRY, having been first duly
sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLTCITOR DIXON:

Q Nikki, where do you work?
A - T work for the south Carolina Law Enforcement
Division commonly known as SLED.

Q what are your duties at SLED?

A I'm a forensic technician in the evidence control
department.

Q what is the evidence control department?

A In evidence control we Tog in and package evidence

brought into the forensic lab for analysis by agencies
across the state of South Carolina. We also distribute

evidence awaiting analysis to forensic technicians or
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analysts within the départments in our lab and we also
return evidence to the agency after analysis is complete.
Q Let me ask you some general questions,'Nikki, about
your job. I understand it is part of your job to receive
evidence from law enforcement officers.

A . Yes, ma'am.

Q when that evidence comes in, do you check it for
evidence of tampering? |

A we work on a sealed to contain basis. Items are
brought into us sealed. I do not check for tampering of
evidence.

Q Let me ask ydu this way. If an item isn't sealed
when it's brought to you, what do you do with it?

A Normally we would, we.wou1d seal the evidence.

Evidence is brought into us. We will either place it --

if it isn't sealed we will place it in SLED evidence

packagfng maybe heat sealed pouch or box. we will seal

it. We place SLED sealed tape on all seals. We have the

. officer initial and date those seals or we will place

bio1ogica1 specimens in a heat sealed pouch where we will
seal it and have the submitting officer open and date
those seals. .

Q Do you open anything that is sealed?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did you receive evidence in this case?
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A Yes, ma'am, I did.

Q Can you tell me who you received evidence from?

A Candy Kyzer of the Lexington County Sheriff's

Department.

Q We're going to try and group this together to kind of

help speed up the process. |
okay. what I need from you is to tell me who. SLED

touched the evidence that we're going to talk about.

okay.

A Okay.

Q | So, Tet's talk about evidence that went to the

firearms division, and I can help you if that's going to

assist you by giving you SLED numbers.

A Yes, ma'am, it's go -- yes, ma'am.

Q It's going to be Items Number 1 through 7, 20 through

28, and 30 through 33. |

A Those items were brought in by Candy Kyzer of the

Lexington County Sheriff's Department. I logged in those

items on November 29,‘2006, and they were placed in our

firearms evidence intake storage after the log-in process

was complete, and we assigned a unique lab number to that

item. |

Q That storage room,.who has access to that storage

room?

A The only personnel that has access to that room are
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the forensic technicians in evidence control.
Q At some point, was it removed from that storage room?

A It was. On December 8, 2006, it was removed from the

‘firearms evidence intake by Tammy Bannister. At that time

she's a forensic technician in evidence control, and she
gave it to David Black. |
Q Do you know who David Black is?
A At the time he was a firearms analyst in the firearms
department. | | _
Q To your knowledge, Nikki, by -- when you put it in
the storage room, was all that evidence sealed?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q  Okay. Let's talk about next Item 14.

Can you tell the jury.what SLED Item 14 1is please?
A . According to my chain of custody, Item 14 was a pair
of shoes, a pair of Nike Air Jordans, gray in color with
number 23 on the strap, size nine and a half.
Did you receive that evidence?
Yes, ma'am.
who did you receive it from?
I received it from Candy Kyzer.
what did you do with it?
After the log 1in process I placed it in our
processing evidence intake storage.

Q And wou1d.if have been sealed?
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A Yes, ma'am.
Q Can you tell us where it went from there?
A Oon June 25, 2007, Forensic Technician Selena Kinard,

who is also in the evidence control department, placed it
in our temporary evidence room processing evidence intake
storage.

Q who has access to that room?

A . At that time, just forensic technicians in the
evidence control department and then she took it out of
there and placed it on another shelf. At that time we
were renovating. So, we had placed some evidence 1in
another secure evidence room. So, it got moved around a

Tittle bit after we renovated our evidence room, and she

then placed it in, back in the temporary evidence room. I

then got it on March 5 of 2008, put it back in our
renovated room, and then Doris ‘Yarbrough got it and gave
it to Jan Bryson.

Q Okay. Let's move then, Nikki, to Items 18 and 22.
You could tell us what Items 18 and 22 are please.

A According to the chain of custody, Item 18 are a pair
of white socks. |

Q And did you receive that item?

A Yes, ma'am, from Candy Kyzer.

Q was it sealed or did you seal it when it arrived at

- SLED?




548

W 00 N OO0 v A W N

NN N NN R e e e B R e B
Vi B W N = O W 00 N OO0 i ”h W N BB O

- Nikki perry - Direct examination
by Solicitor Dixon

A Yes, ma'am, it was sealed.

Q From your receipt of that evidence, where did it go?
A I then placed it in our evidence in a processing

-evidence intake storage.

Q And then what happened to it?

- A And on June 27th, 2007, Forensic Technician Selena

Kinard took it out of the processing evidence intake

- storage and placed it in our temporary processing evidence :

intake storage, and then July 16; 2007, selena Kinard got
that pieCe of evidence from the temporary evidence room

and placed it on another shelf within that room, and on

February the 12th, 2008, Amy'Stephens retrieved it from

Bin 43-A in the temporary evidence room and moved it into

our newly renovated evidence room back into the processing

intake storage, and Doris Yarbrough received it from the

evidence protessing intake She1f 20 on August 18 and gave

it to Jan Bryson.

Q Do you know who Jan Bryson 1is?
A She is a technician in our evidence processing
department.

| Q Nikki, if you would, look for mé real quick at Item

22 and see if you can tell us if Item 22 followed the same
path as Item 18. |
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And those items, when you received them or put them
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into storage, were sealed?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q okay. The next.group I would 1ike to talk about,
Nikki, are Items 8, 10, and 21. 1If you'll get those
together for me.

okay. oOkay.

Can you tell us, did you intake Items 18 and 217
Yes,‘ma'am, I did.

And from whom?

- Candy Kyzer.

Tell us what Items 8, 10, and 21 are please.

Item 8 was a G.S.R. kit from Mr. Johnson. Item 10

. was a gray hoodie sweatshirt, Michigan, belonging to

Suspect Parker, and Item 21 was a Miller High Life black
hoodie sweatshirt belonging to Suspect Johnson.

Q okay. Can you just take a quick view of those and
tell me, after you put it into evidence at SLED, who, who
else touched it?

A After I logged in those items they were sealed. I
placed them in the trace evidence intake storage 1in our
secure evidence room. On December 4, 2006, I took that

out of the trace evidence intake storage and gave it to

Lisa McReynolds.

Q Do you know what Lisa'McReyno1ds did with it?

A she's a forensic technician in the trace department.
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It appears she then gave +it, on December 7, 2006, to Ila
Simmons.

Q And that's for all three of those items?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And those would have been sea1ed when you‘got them or

either by you?

A Exactly.

Q Let's go to Item 39.

A Okay.

Q Item Number 39, tell the jury what that is p1ease.

A Item 39 is a blood standard from Isaac W11son

Q  And Item 39, a lot of people touched this, right?
A It appears. _

Q can you just give usk4— you don't have to give_u5

dates or specific shelf numbers, but can you just tell us,
when you received that blood stain, or, or would you have
sealed it somehow?

A I would have sealed it in a SLED evidence heat sealed

“pouch.

Q And tell us briefly, Nikki, who would have touched

-that item as it went through SLED?

A After I placed it in D.N.A. evidence intake, Karonda
williams, which at that time was a forensic evidence
technician in forensic control, gave it to Emily Norris, a

forensic. technician in the department. Appears she put it
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in D.N.A. F-7. Alexis Hazel retrieved it and released it
to Selena Kinard, an evidence technician in our
department, and she placed it in an evidence on the shelf
for return. I then took it off the shelf for return and I
returned it to Candy Kyzer.
Q At some point did that item come back to SLED?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q who brought it back to SLED?

A It was brought back by Stephens Collins with the

‘Lexington County Sheriff's office.

Q Did you sign that item again?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q  From you, where did it go back?
A Back to our D.N.A. evidence, forensic evidence

storage, and Doris Yarbrough, an evidence technician from
forensic controi, retrieved it and gave it to Sheree
Brown, which is a technician in D.N.A. who placed it 1in
the D.N.A. refrigerator fourth floor, and it appears
Jasper Humbert retrieved it from the D.N.A. refrigerator
for the fourth floor.

Q Do you know who he 1is?

A A D.N.A. analyst.

Q ‘I have one more item, Nikki. I know this disn't very

fun, but Item Number 41, tell us, under the circumstances,

what that is please?
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Forty-one is a Buccal swab from A.J. wilson.
Did you check that in?

Yes, ma'am.

wWho did you receive it from?

Steven Collins.

o r O r Lo »

After you checked it in, Nikki, can you tell us who
else touched it before it got to the D.N.A. analyst?

A I pTaced it in the intake storage and Doris Yafbrough
placed it in the 1nfake and gave it to Sheree Brown from
D.N.A. and she placed it in the.D.N.A. refrigerator for
the fourth floor and Jasper retrieved it from the D.N.A.
refrigerator for the fourth floor. .

Q That's all I need to ask about that, but as people
are moving stuff around renovating and things have to be -
shipped around, are y'all opening packages?

A Absolutely not;e we de not ever open packages that
are sealed.

Q If a package is open before you receive it, before

'you go get it from a technician off a shelf and it's open,

would you hote that?

A we would note that.

Q Are there any notations as the packages being'opened
before they were supposed to be by any of the technicians?
A No, ma'am.

SOLICITOR DIXON: No questions.




O 00 N & v D W N

NONON N NN R R R
qd R W N R O LG®®ITeaGREIRKLE S

553

Lisa McReynolds - Direct examination
by Ssolicitor Dixon ' 553

MS. FULLWOOD: No questions.
MR. DUNCAN: None, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank you. Have a great day.
SOLICITOR DIXON: State calls Lisa McReynolds, Your
Honor . |
LISA MCREYNOLDS, having been first duly
sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR DIXON:

Q . Lisa, where do you work?

A I work for the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division commonly known as SLED.

How long have you worked there?

'I've worked there since December of '89.

what are your job duties at SLED?

I'm a forensic technician in the trace department.

what does that mean?

»» O > O P L

I pick up all the evidence. I make case jackets. I
process G.S.R. kits and then I turn them over to the
analysts, pick up other evidence, and I just turn that
over to the analyst.

Q Can you tell me, Lisa, did you touch evidence of,
involving this case?

A Yes, I did.

Q Do you have your forms in front of you?
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Yes, I do.

Let's talk first about a gray hoodie sweatshirt.
Okay.

Did you receive that 1tem? 

Yes, I did.

'Did you do anything with it?

> o0 r O r o »r

I turned it over to Ila Simmons. I did not -- I-

554

touched the box, but I didn't open it. I just turned it

over to Ila Simmons.

Q  Did you also receive a black Miller High Life, I

believe it is, hooded sweatshirt?

I believe it's your Item No. 21, Lisa. I'm sorry.

okay. Yes, I did.

Did you do anything with that one? -

Did you open the box?

No, ma'am,

Okay. There was one box ydu opened though, one
package? | '

A - Yes, there was.

Q Let's talk about that.

A okay.

Q I believe that would be Item Number 8 if I'm not
mistaken.

A That was a G.S.R. kit.

I picked it up and I turned it over to Ila Simmons.
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Q Do you know who the suspect 1listed on that G.S.R. kit
was?
A Mr. Johnson.
Q when you received that G.S.R. kit, Lisa, can you tell
us what you did with it?
A I make a case jacket. I keep it in my custody. I
opén it up -- well, first I make sure it is sealed. I
write down the type of kit, and if it has the lot number,
I write that down on an information form, and then I open
it dp and take out the G.S.R. information form and make
sure the items I need are_comp1eted. If they are, I
proceed with the processing. 1If not, I have to make phone
calls. '
Q Let me stop you for a second.

when you're opening the kit and doing all that, where
are you?
A I'm in the, a back room that is designated for
keeping the G.S.R. kits.

Q Are there multiple G.S.R. kits floating around?

A No, only one case at a time and one kit is opened at
a time.
Q Do y'all have protocols about cleaning your equipment

between tasks?
A Yes, we do.

Q Did you do that in this case?
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A we. absolutely use new items.
Q So, you open the G.S.R. kit, make sure everythihg
that's in there is supposed to be in there.

what is the next thing you do? |

A I put that information on a worksheet and then I
assign it a number and wé print out a bar code. I put
a -- I take the swabs off, assign the number to them, put
them in a rack, and then if it has 1ifts with it. I put
those béck in the G.S.R. envelope, put the bar code on
there, date it, and, and initial 1t.:

Q And then what?

. A once I have enough for a run I finish processing it.

We put nitric acid in it and put it in a sonic carton. Wwe
extract samples from it, and put it-in a test tube of a
clean vile. And then, when I have that run completely
done, I turn it over to thé analyst. A
Q You used a word in there that I don't know what it
means, a sonic carton.

is that what you said?‘
A A bathtub for a rack of viles.
Q . Did you receive fraining on how to process those
G.S.R. kits?

A I worked under a court approved analyst for six

-months. I had a mock court and I had to take a competency

test, which I completed both of those successfully.
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Q You said that you ran it through the machine and then
placed it into clean viles.

Is that what you said?

A It was in the clean viles before it went into the
‘machine.
Q Are those viles sealed?

A They have a top 1id on them, yes.
Q what do you then do with those viles?
A They're put, they're put in the rack and then the
rack is actually given to the analyst.
Q okay. 1Is that all that you do with the G.S.R. kit-to
prepare it for the analyst?
A Yes, it is.
Q That's all the questions I have for you, Lisa. Thank
you.

MS. FULLWOOD: No questiqns, Your Honor.

MR. DUNCAN: No questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. McReynolds. Appreciate
it. Have a great day.

SOLICITOR DIXON: One moment, Your Honor.

(Pause.)

SOLICITOR DIXON: State calls ITa Simmons, Your
Honor.

MS. FULLWOOD: Could we have the name of the witness

again?
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SOLICITOR DIXON: TIla Simmons.
ILA SIMMONS, ‘having been first duly

sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR DIXON:

Q Ms. Simmons, where do you work?

A I work at the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division, also known as SLED, in the forensics laboratory
trace evidence departﬁent.

Q Tell us what the trace evidence department is.

A - Trace evidence encompasses several areas of -

forensics. We analyze gunshot residue, gun powder :
residue, perform fire, paint, glass pair softenings'as
well as analyze arson evidence of any type.
Q Are you asked to do forensic evidence analysis in
this case?
A Yes.
Q Before we get into the specifics of that, 1et's'ta]k
about the training and education to help you in that trace
evidence.

Tell us about your educational---
A I have a Bachelor's of Science in cChemistry. -After
completing my Bachelor's of Science I went to work at SLED
and worked for three years with a court qualified trace-

evidence, trace evidence examiner who taught me how to
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select and éna1yze trace evidence. During that time I had
to take written and oral examinations completing all of
them successfully. After that I became a member of the
Southern Association of Forensic Science, and also the
F.B.I gunshot residue symposium where the F.B.I. invites
gunshot residue analyst from all éround the world to .come
to Quantico and discuss the standards and practices of how
everyone should analyze gunshot residue.
Q Are you a member of any organizations dealing with
your profession? | .
A I am, of the Southern Association of Forensic Science
and the American Academy of Forensic Science.
Q Have you had, other than your educational background
and training, youlmentioned any training that is pertinent
to your job right now?
A Yes, I attend one or two classes each year, seminars,
hosted by the Southern Association of Forensic Science,
the American Academy of Forensic Science, and different
colleges and universities around the country that host
forensic seminars in the area of trace evidence.
Q Now, I knowvwe have talked about SLED a little bit
here today.

Does SLED have some kind of accreditation process?
A The Taboratory is accredited.

Q Tell the jury what that means.
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A Yes, each -- every five years we are examined and
audited by other forensic science agencies around the
country that come in, and they 100k'at all our practices
and procedures, and it is called ASPLAD, and ASPLAD is'the

one who gives us the certificate to say we are an:

accredited laboratory.

- How long have you worked at SLED?
Ten years.
All that time in the trace evidence division?

Yes.

o r O P L

I'm sure, in ten years at SLED, have you had an

'opportunity to testify in court before?

I have.
Have you ever been qualified as an expert?
I have, over 150 times.

what were you qualified as an expert in?

> O r»r O »

In trace evidence, in the analysis of duct tape, and
gunshot residue, gun powder residue, fiber.

SOLICITOR DIXON: At this time we offer Ms. Simmons
as an expert in trace evidence and gunshot residue
analysis. '

THE COURT: Any objections? -
MS. FULLWOOD: No, Your Honor.
MR. DUNCAN: No.

THE COURT: So admitted as an expert in those stated
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fields.
Q Ms. Simmons, I'd Tike to turn specifically to the
analysis you performed in this case.

Did you generate some reports and do you have those
reports with you?
A Yes, I do. |
Q okay; The first thing I'd Tike to talk about Tooks
Tike you did a test on what SLED calls Item Number 8.

Tell us what that is please.

A That was a gunshot residue collection kit that was

labeled coming from curtis Terrell Johnson.

Q Tell us about how you go about ana]yzing a G.S.R.

kit.

A G.S.R. is a mixture of microscopic chemicals that
come out of a gun when it is fired in a cone or mushroom
shape cloud and can get on anything in proximity to the -
gun when it's fired including someone's hand when they are
holding the weapon when it's discharged. A specific kit
is put together by the laboratory. These are quality
assured, everything is tested. 1In fact, they send samples
to our laboratory so}we can be sure they are not
contaminated with any sorts of metals or anything and each
Tot number is quality assured.

These kits are then sent to SLED. We distribute them

to the customer agencies. 1In this case it would have been
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Lexington County. In this, a particular case we got the
samples, and I analyzed each area of the hand from Curtis
Terrell Johnson, samples collected from the right palm,
from the back of the right hand, from the left palm, and a
sample from the back of the left hand.

Q I know you've touched on this already, Ms. Simmons,
but explain to the jury, we keep saying G.S.R. kit. You
said guhshot residue. |

what is gunshot residue specifically comprised of?

A It is specifically comprised of materials that come

out of a cartridge that's placed in the weapon. Some kind

comes out of the primer, some comes from the gun powder,

and some comes from the projectile itself. It all exits

the weapon coming out of the muzzling of the gun or the

ejector port oh_a cylinder cap. If you have a revolver,

and can get on anything in close proximity to the gun, and

the ‘elements we're looking for are lead, barium, and

antimony.

Q  Can you get these three components from just
- anywhere? '

A You can get them from different areas, but 1in

conjunction with one another, they are specific to gunshot
residue in a specific ratio.
Q Is the presence of those three elements or materials

what you're testing when you test a G.S.R. kit?
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A It is.

Q Okay. 1I'd 1ike to turn now and specifically to the
G.S.R. kit that you did on Curtis Johnson. |
A Yes. '

Q Can you tell us the results of that analysis.

A I found, on the right paim, I found round lead

particles that are a component of gunshot residue. As I

mentioned before, lead is one of the elements found in the
primer. Wwhen the gun is fired, a small explosion occurs
in the weapon. The lead is in a molten state when.it
comes out of the muzzle of the gun, andvanythfng it gets.
in contact with is going to be, begin to cool.

If you were to take water and throw it in the air and
freeze it in the air you would end up with Tittle round
droplets, and that's the same thing that happens when it
comes out of the gun. It gets on something near or on the
gun and freezes in small round droplets, and that's why
the rbundnesS of these particles is significant.

Q The roundness of them, do they come from anywhere or

specific to gunshot residue?

A Pretty specific to gunshot residue. They have been

found in a few.other areas. Any type lead is under heat
and pressure like if you were working in a metal labeling
shop, and taking a file and heating lead and making it

very hot, and it was just, you know, come off of an item
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or if you were welding with lead you can also get if that
way.
Q vou said you had found round lead particles on the
G.S.R. kit samples from the right palm of Mr. -Johnson.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q  Dbid you find anyth1ng else of significance?

A on the left palm I also found gunshot residue, which:
is a, round particles containing lead, barium, and
antimony, which is specific to gunshot residue and not any

other item. The stero1d du11ness, the roundness of 1it,

~and the three elements together are spec1f1c to gunshot

residue. _
Q The presencé of gunshot residue on the left palm of

Mr. Johnson, what does that 1nd1cate to you?

A It could 1nd1cate that someone had hand]ed a f1rearm

that had been fired or had been in the vicinity of a
weapon when it was fired. . It is also a possibi11ty.that»‘
they could have fired a weapon, but being I did hot find
any materials on the back of the hand, somehow if they did
fire a weapon with their Teft hand, the gunshot residue
would have had to have been removed from the back of the
Teft hand because generally it gets on the palm and the
back of the Teft hand when a gun 1is fired. |

Q Let's talk about that for a second, Ms. Simmons.

How is gunshot residue removed from someone's hand?
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A If you wash your hand gunshot residue is removéd. It
has the consistency of salt. So, if you get salt on your
hand and you wipe your hands Tike this, it's going to
begin to come off. If you were to begin to sweat
profusely, all these things can destroy the gunshot
residue on your hand.

Q Is there some time limit where you can test for
gunshot residue on someone's hand?

A It is always best to collect the kit as soon after a
shooting 1ncident as possible. The longer the time passes
the more gunshot residue is going to be removed from the
hands. But we have done testing from a laboratory where
we fire a gun and don't Tet anyone wash their hands, they
just sit as inanimately as they possibly can, and even
after six hours after that time there is no gunshot.
residue is left. So, just the small amount of
perspiration that comes from the body naturally, your body
absorbing things, after six hours there is no gunshot
residue left.

Q After six hours, none of those three elements are’
found on the hands at all?

A None are found in a level that would be consistent
with gunshot residue. Wwe have certaih threshold levels we
have.

Q Did you also perform an analysis on a gunshot residue
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kit that was labeled on a suspect named Kerwin Parker?

A Yes, I did.
Q Did you find any gunshot residue in that kit?

A No, I did not.

'Q  Were you told how long after the incident was alleged

to have occurred that the gunshot residue kit was done on
Mr. Parker?

A In every G.S.R. kit, all the standard kits SLED

_ supplies to the agencies, there is a form and it requires

- the collecting officer write down the time of the

incident, when the shooting occurred, and when the G.S.R.

kit was collected, and I do have that 1nformation.. '
- Q Can you tell the jufy, if you have it avai1ab1e,«Ms.

- Simmons, what that time period was?

A The incident occurred at 1:30 a.m. and then the kit

was collected at 6:30 a.m. So, almost five hours later

approximation.

Q Ms. Simmons, if someone had fired a gun and five
hours had passed, the person perspired, the poszbi]ity
that they may have washed their hands, all of that taken
into account,‘wou1d it surprise you not to Find .G.S.R. on
their hands?

A - It is a, possible that, in that time'period, gunshot
residue could have been removed if a gun had been fired.

Q ‘Let's turn now from the kits performed on the
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defendants to some clothing you were asked to analyze.
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q Were you asked to analyze a gray hooded sweatshirt?
A Yes, I}was.
Q Can you tell us how you go about performing a test on
clothing for G.S.R.?
A I received the evidence, make sure that it is sealed.
It was in a sealed container. I opened it, took the
evidence out, just did a visual examination of the
outside. I take particle Tifts from the sleeves of both

garments. Particle 1ifts we place on a microscope. The

‘microscope allows us to see if the particles are round and

what elements are present. So, if they have the barium
and antimony and lead we're looking for or other elements
that may be present +in these particles.

Q. And on that gray hooded sweatshirt that you analyzed,
did you find anything of significance?

A I found.that gunshot residue was fdund on the~right
arm and round lead particles were found on the left arm.
Q wWould those round Tead particles be a part of what
you consider gunshot residue? |

A Yes, they can be considered a part of gunshot’
residue.

Q The gunshot residue you said you found on the left

arm and the round lead -- I'm sorry. I have that
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backward.

A That's backward.
Q The round lead particles being found on the left arm

and the gunshot residue found on the right arm, what does

. that indicate?

A That this garment was worn by someone who fired a gun -

- or. after.

Q Is it consistent with someone handling a gun after it
was fired?

A If someone were to handle the gun, the gunshot

-residue doesn't transfer one to one. If I had this gun

here and it had ten particles of G.S.R. on it, only about
one of those particles would transfér. Thereforé, if 1
handle this gun and touch this garment, only one-tenth of

whatever is on my hand would transfer onto my garment.

S0, it isn't as consistent of being in the plume when it

comes out of the gun.

Q  You were also asked to do an analysis on a black
hooded sweatshirt, is that right?

A Yes. |

Q Can you tell the jury what, of significance, you
found when you analyzed that clothing? -

A I found the gunshot residue on the right and the left

-arm.

Q Gunshot residue being found on the right and the left
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arm, what does that say to you?
A That is also consistent with being -a, near a weapon
when it was fired or having fired a weapon.
Q That's all the questions I have. Please answer any
questions the defense has.

THE COURT: Ms. Fullwood.

MS. FULLWOOD: No questions.

THE COURT: Mr. Duncan.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DUNCAN:

Q Ms. Simmons, let's talk about a scenario of this gray

‘sweatshirt not being at the scene of the shootings.

okay?
A okay.
Q It was not there, right?

That's the scenario I want you to -- that it was put
on minutes afterwards, and someone who had handled a gun
put it on afterwards.

A Okay.

Q Are your findings consistent with that, and having
carried a weapon, that weapon also with him, with that,
this sweatshirt on?

A That is not as consistent as being in the vicinity.
Q No, ma'am, that's not what I asked you.

Is that consistent with a person who handied the
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weapon after it was fired and had that weapon around his

person and the sweatshirt?

Is it consistent?
A 'So, 1in other words, the sweatshirt aTso made contact
with the gun?

Q Yes, ma'am, it---

A Yes.
Q —--and it was not present at the shooting at all?
A If the shirt was in contact with the -weapon, the

wéapon being the most contaminated with gunshot residue,
if it was around the gun, that it is a possibility gunshot

residue could come off the weapon and onto the sweatshirt.

Q A1l right. And if a person had recént1y fired a

weapon within minutes, had put this sweatshirt on, the
mostwgunshot residue would be on the back of their hands,
correct? | |

A It could have been on the back of the hand, yes.

Q okay.

A If they fired a weapon in a general stance, yes.

Q And the back of their hands, of course, if they put a

sweatshirt on that hand, has to pass through that sleeve,

" doesn't it?

A Yes, sir, but I don't analyze the inside of the
sleeves. Just the outside.

Q But if you had analyzed it, it would have shown very
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