THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals .

RECE]I
APPEAL FROM LAURENS COUNTY VED

Court of General Sessions FEB 09 2018
The Honorable Benjamin Culbertson. Circuit Courggdgourt Of Appea[s

Indictment No. 2016-GS-30-0757
Stephen Trase Fincher.......c.vveeveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e veeeee e L Appellant,

State of South Caroling.........ceoeveveeivniiiireiiiiiciiee i seeeen e ceeeeeeen ... RESpODdent.

MOTION TO SUBSTITUTE COUNSEL

The undersigned, Elizabeth A. Franklin-Best, respectfully motions this Court for an Order
Substituting Counsel for Larry Crane. It appears that counsel Larry Crane was granted an
extension by this Court on December 19, 2017 to allow Mr. Fincher an opportunity to submit an
affidavit of indigency to the Appellate Division of the Office of Indigent Defense so they could
handle the appeal. The affidavit of indigency has not been returned to OID. Chief Appellate
Defender Robert M. Dudek of OID confirms the affidavit of indigency has not been received, so
the case has not been approved for OID to resume representation, and therefore no transcript has
been ordered. Counsel has been retained by Mr. Fincher's family and is requesting a copy of the
transcript from Ms. Mary Ann Nevers today. Counsel Franklin-Best is filing this motion at the
request of Mr. Fincher.

Respectfully submitted,

j\fﬂ‘ﬂf&@ (T

Elizabeth A. Franklin-Best

Blume Franklin-Best & Young, LLC
900 Elmwood Avenue, Ste. 200
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
(803) 765-1044
betsy@blumelaw.com

2/8/18
Columbia, SC.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of Appellate’s Motion to Substitute Counsel was
served by first class United States mail, postage prepaid, this 8 day of February, 2018, upon the

following:

Alan Wilson

South Carolina Attorney General
P.O. Box 11549

Columbia, SC 29211

Lawrence W. Crane, Esq.

101 Whitsett Street
Greenville, SC 29601
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BLUME FRANKLIN-BEST & YOUNG, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

JOHN H. BLUME

ELIZABETH FRANKLIN-BEST
LAURA W. YOUNG

KEIR M. WEYBLE OF COUNSEL
DAVID L. BRUCK OF COUNSEL

February 8, 2018

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk of Court
South Carolina Court of Appeals

- P.O.Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

RE:  Stephen Trase Fincher v. State of South Carolina

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

900 Elmwood Avenue, Suite 200

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
PHONE: (803) 765-1044
Fax: (803) 765-1143
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Please find enclosed for filing, with certificate of service, the original and seven copy of
the Appellant’s Motion to Substitute Counsel in regards to the above captioned case. Please
clock-in the extra copy and return it to me in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope.

If you should have any questions, please feel free to contact this office.

Sincerely,

T Db

Jill B. Abernethy
Paralegal

Enclosure
cc: Alan Wilson, Esq.

Larry Crane, Esq.
Robert Dudek, Esq.
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