VOLUME 1 OF 11
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Richland County MCEI VED

Honorable R. Knox McMahon, Circuit Court Judge MAR 1 4 2073

THE STATE, - Cour of Appea/s
RESPONDENT,
V.
" ANTWON PIERRE BAKER,
APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2017-001089

RECORD ON APPEAL
ROBERT M. DUDEK ALAN WILSON
Chief Appellate Defender Attorney General
South Carolina Commission on Indigent J. BENJAMIN APLIN
Defense Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General
Division of Appellate Defense Rembert Dennis Building

PO Box 11589

1000 Assembly Street, Room 519

Columbia, SC 29211-1589 Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

PAGES 1-500



INDEX
11 5) o5 OO i
TRIAL TRANSCRIPT (JUNE 24-27, 2017)...ccovvevrercerr. . 1
PRE-TRIAL MOTIONS .....coooveeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeesesseeseeesesseessseeseseseesseeeesssssesssssessssssesesesesseenee 55
NEIL V. BIGGERS HEARING
TESTIMONY
CRIS TRULUCK oo ................................................. 71
TRACEA VEREEN ..o 85
* 'RENEWAL-OF OBJECTION TO BIGGERS RULING......cccocc00cvrrsccre e 121
RULING BY THE COURT..‘ ............... e 121
JACKSON V. DENNO HEARING
TESTIMONY
MICHAEL WIGGINS ..o S — 122
CRIS L2:1V]01E ¢/ QURR———— e 127
OPENING STATEMENT BY SOLICITOR POTTS..........cccoo..... e eere oo 164
'OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. COMISH........ocoeriieeeerreeeeesseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeesesseeeneseesssseeen 169
TESTIMONY
VICKT RAINS .o eeesess s eseseseesseeseesessseesseseseessee s eebeee oo 175
DERRICK WILLIAMS ..o eseesee s s s es e 186
TRACEA VEREEN.......ccoootrttioieiicersssmmeneonessssessssssssssssesssssessssessesesssssssssssessessssssssns 192
LESSIE BROWN.......ooooooveeverseeeseesessessesessssessssessessessessssessssssssesseessseessssse e 223

GILBERT GALLEGOSZS7



CLYDE SPEARMAN .....reveeoeeeeneeeeeerereeeeennee eeeeseaee et eeesr e 296
ZACHARY BRUNSON oo eeeees e eeeee e seseeees e 304
TREVOR HOLT............. ettt r e e e e 312
CFRANKLYN RAINSFORD ....oooeoooee oo eeeeesesseesessees s sressseeeresseees s 317
DAVID FARR ..o eeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeseseeesessesssseesesseseeseesessssessesiesseseseeesesseessesssees 332
MCKINLEY MINGER ..cccccccremrrenmmmensessserssnessscners e e 342
STEPHEN cox ................................. 363
MELODY GALINSK L.....voomooovotoeeeoeeseeeeeeeeeesesseeesesessssssesseessessesesssesessesssssesssesssseseeeeees 367
AMANDA METZ.....oooovvovoooeoooesoesoeeesseseseeessssssseseeseeeesssss s sssssmssessees s ssnssssee o 372
FXE1923 (G128 0) (o ) N U N 410
RACHEL GRANT........... S e et eeeee et 416
MICHAEL WIGGINS ...cccccoeorrrrrmnnerni oo 423
DOCTOR AMY DURSO oo 430
" CRIS TURLUCK oo e e 451
STATE RESTS ...... FRTR e ‘ S — 504
MOTION FOR DIRECTED VERDICT ....c.cccvvrscoososomsosossososessosososososssono 510
© RENEWAL OF ALL PREVIOUS OBJECTIONS. ..o e 511
RULING BY THE COURT...eeroeorerorere e e 516
TESTIMONY
CARMEN TUCKER (IN-CAMERA) ............ ...526
ANTWON BAKER .oooooooeoeeee oo eoeeeoeeseeeeeeseseeeseseeeseeseessssssesssssseeseseses s sesssesssssesssesseeeeees 555

RENEWAL OF DIRECTED VERDICT MOTION AND
ALL PREVIOUS OBJECTIONS ...l 642

RULING BY THE COURT.....ccccociiiiinins ST OO OTOUPR PP 643



il

CLOSING ARGUMENT BY SOLICITOR CATHCART ...ooesosoeeeeeeeeo oo 651
CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. BAILEY w..cco.vvoeveeooeoreeeesessessesoeseeoseees e sseseeeeeeneeee 666
CHARGE ON THE LAW +..ocoeereeeeoeeereeeeeeeee e seesseesesseseesssesses s eseses s seseennene ..688
VERDICT wc.oooovreeseescerseereee e T, 722
RENEWAL OF ALL PREVIOUS OBIECTIONS. ..o 724
MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL ... eeeeeeeee et sesseseeeeeeneneeeneeneene e 725
RULING BY THE COURT ... eeoceerreeeeeseeessseseeeseeessessssssssssessssssseesessssssssssoeseseeeeeeee 725
SENTENCING oo i, 735
INDICTMENT ..o e et re s 739
CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL ...coovvvvvvvoo... R R 75!

THE FOLLOWING EXHIBIT IS ON FILE WITH THIS COURT: .
STATE’S EXHIBIT NO. 35 (DEFENDANT’S STATEMENT ON DVD)



W 0 N O v h W N

T T N N N T e O e S T Yy S Gy S G WP W
UV B W N R O © ® N O Ul p W N R O

-} COUNTY OF RICHLAND

.} STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

)
)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
PLAINTIFF,
‘ VsS.
ANTWON PIERRE BAKER,
DEFENDANT . _

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

TRANSCRIPT
OF
RECORD

2016-GS~-40-729
2016-GS-40-730 .

L/VV\JV\./UVV

june 24th _ 27th 7017
Ccolumbia, South Carolina

BEFORE:

THE HONORABLE R. KNOX MCMAHON, Judge; and a jury.

|APPEARANCES:

'RICHARD CATHCART and CARTER POTTS

ASSISTANT SOLICITORS
Attorneys for the State

J. RHODES BAILEY, JONATHAN COMISH, and EMILY KUCHAR
ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDERS
Attorneys for the Defendant

PAMELA E. GREEN
Circuit Court Reporter
Seventh Jud1c1a1 Circuit




NORNNNNN R R R R R R R R R
i A W N B O VW 0 N O Ut b W N kR O

O 0 N OO 1w N

INDEX OF WITNESSES

WITNESSES
Jury Selection

Motions
RONALD TRULUCK

Direct examination by Sol. cathcart

' Cross-examination by Mr. Comish |

Redirect examination by Sol. cCathcart
TRACEA VEREEN |

Direct examination by sol. Cathcart

Cross-examination by Mr. Comish

Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart

Motion

| MICHAEL WIGGINS

Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart

Cross-examination by Mr. Bailey

| RONALD TRULUCK

Direct examination by Sol. cathcart

Ccross-examination by Mr. Bailey

Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart

PAGE
14

55
71
82
84
85
08

102

122

122

126

127
137
141




N NN N NN B R R R | s
vi & w N = O W 00NN O AW N = O

O 0 N OV DN W N

WITNESSES

Oopening by the Court
opening by Solicitor Potts

Opening by Mr. Comish

VICKI RAINS

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

Cross—examﬁnation‘by Mr. Bailey

Redirect examination by Sol. Potts
DERRICK<WILLIAMS

Direct examination by Sol. Potts
TRACEA VEREEN ,

Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart

éross—examination*by Mr. Comi'sh

Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart
~ Recross examination by‘Mr. Comish .
LESSIE BROWN - |

Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart

Cross-examination by Mr. Bailey -

Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart
GILBERT GALLEGOS |

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

Cross-examination by Mr. Comish

Redirect examination by Sol. Potts

155
164

169

175
182

186
186

192

210

213
214

223
269
282

287
292
294




W 00 N O v M W N

NONON N NN R R R R B
B B W N B O W @ N O L1 & W N KB O

WITNESSES

CLYDE SPEARMAN
Direct examination by Sol. cCathcart
Cross-examination by Mr. Comish
Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart
ZACHARY BRUNSON |
Direct examination by Sol. Potts
Cross-examination by Mr. Comish
Redirect examination by Sol. Potts
TREVOR HOLT |
Dirgct'examination'by sol. Cathcart
FRANKLYN RAINSFORD

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

© . 'Cross-examination by Mr. Bailey

DAVID FARR

Direct examination by Sol. Potts.
MCKINLEY MINGER

Direct examination by Sol. Cathcért

Cross-examination by Mr. Comish

'Redirect‘examination by sol. cathcart
STEPHEN COX

Direct examination by Sol. Potts
MELODY GALINSKI

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

PAGE

296
302
303

304
310
311

312

317
329

332

342
354

361

- 363

367




N NN NN N R R R R Rl R
a X U NR O b oubBbGaRIRKRESE

O 0 N O v A W N R

WITNESSES

AMANDA METZ
Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart

Cross-examination by Mr. Bailey

Redirect examination by Sol. Cathcart

Recross examination by Mr. Bailey
ASHLEIGH DIXON

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

'RACHEL GRANT

Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart
Cross-examination by Mr. Comish
MICHAEL WIGGINS

Direct examination by Sol. Potts

DOCTOR AMY -DURSO

Direct examination by Sol. Potts
Cross-examination by Ms. Kuchar
‘Redirect examination by Sol. Potts
CRIS TRULUCK _
Direct examination by Sol. Cathcart
Cross-examination by Mr. Bailey
Redirect examination by sol. cCathcart

Recross examination by Mr, Bailey

Motions

372

382
399
408

410

416
422

423

430
444
447

451
484
497
500

504




W 00 ~N oo v B~ w N

N NN N NN HE HE R S R R R R R
W A W N B O O 0 N O L1l B W N B O

WITNESSES

CARMEN TUCKER
Direct examfnation by Ms.
Cross-examination by Sol.
ANTWON BAKER
Direct ekamination by Mr.
cross-examination by Sol.
Redirect examination by Mr

Recross examination by Sol

Motions o

Closing by solicitor Cathcart
Closing by Mr. Bailey

Closing by solicitor Cathcart
charge by the Court

Question from the Jury
verdict

Motions

Sentencing

Certificate

Kuchar

Potts

Bailey
Cathcart

. Bailey

. Cathcart

PAGE

526
532

555
584
635

637

642

651
666

684

688

712
722
724

735
739




O 0 ~N O v M W N

NN NN R R R R 1 ) R
VI B W N O W N BT AW N RO

s-1
S-2
s-3
5-4

S-5

5-6
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-10
5-11

5-12
5-13

s-14
s-15
5-16
5-17

s-18
s-19

s-20
s-21

EXHIBITS -

DESCRIPTION.

State's Exhibits

Photograph
Photogkaph
Photograph
Photogréph
Photogréph._

_ PHotograph

Photograph
Photograph
Photograph

“Photograph

Photograph
Photograph

Photograph |
"Photograph

Photograph

Photograph

Advice of Rights Form
Phbto Lineup

Driving. Record
Statement

DVD

11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

11

11
11
11

- 11

11
11
11
71
77
79

196

134

197

198

- 321

321
232
260
463
232
208
208
203

315
475
205




W 00 N o v b~ W N

NN NN R R R R R R R
vl A W N RO W N Y v W N R O

S-22
S-23
S-24
S-25
S-26

S-27

S-28

$-29

s-30
S-31
S-32

S-33

S-34

5-35

S-36

DESCRIPTION

Redacted Statement

Blue Plastic Cup

Brown Paper Bag/Cup
Photo Lineup - Spearman
Projectile

Standards

Swabs |

Buccal Swab - Baker

“GUn

Shooter's Bible
Gun Trader's Guide
X-ray

Diagram

DVD

'Photographic Liﬁeup

135
214
214
299
314

315

325

403
405
405

434 .

434
469
469

236
236
302
315
316
327
371

438
435

479

469




NN N RN NN R B R B B R R
vi AW N RO W 0N O R W R O

© 0 N O VAW N R

DESCRIPTION 4 ID

Defendant's Exhibits

Photo Lineup - ' 83
Diagram 383
Fake Gun 388
Fake Gun | - 393

386




10

W 00 ~NN OO0 v A~ W N B

NONONN NN R R R R R R Rl
A B W N R O ©W 0 N O U A W N R O

DESCRIPTION ID EV
Court's Exhibits
Note from Jury 339
Note from Jury 339
Note ‘from Jury .339
Note from Jury 712
Note from Jury 712
Note from 3Jury 712
Note‘from Jury 712
Note from Jury 712
Note From Jury 721

10




O 00 N OO0 1 dh W N R

L I N N I T N e T o S T N - S S U R oYy
vi B W N RO W 0N OO VT AW N RO

11

PROCEEDINGS

(WHEREUPON, sixteen photographs were marked as State's
Exhibit Nos. 1 through 16 for identification purposes only
at this time.) |

THE COURT: Al1 right. Anything from the State before
we bring up»our jury? '

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Nothing from the State, Your
Honor, other than just calling the case.

' THE COURT: Al11 right.

' SOLICITOR CATHCART: I want to put that on the record.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense, Mr. Bailey?

" MR. BAILEY: Your Honbr, we just have a few, a few, you
know, a few pretrials matters but I figured you wanted to
take that up after we get the jury.

"THE COURT: ° A11-right. Yes, sir.’

Aﬁything; ahything beforelI have the- jury brought- up?

MR. BAILEY: No, sir, although I might go ahead and
just sit, if I may, Your Honor. I wanted to go ahead and
give you our pretrial motions if it's all right.

THE COURT: A1l right. Yes, sir.

MR. BAILEY: And the, the State has a copy, copy of
those. 1'11, 1'11 approach the court reporter also.

THE COURT: What, what font is this in?

MR. BAILEY: Your Honor, I---

11
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THE COURT: Is it Times New Roman 12? |

MR. BAILEY: Yes, sir, I apologize. If, if it is
esthetically displeasing, it is entirely my fault.

THE COURT: well, perhaps, next time you could cut down
another tree and make Times New Roman 18.

MR. BAILEY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you very much.

_MR. BAILEY: No. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, wﬁ11 you bring us our jury
please?

' THE CLERK: Yes, Your Honor.

(Pause.) |

MR. BAILEY: And, Your Honor,; if we could approach?

I, I do just have some standard voir dire. i; I---

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. BAILEY: I have a copy for the State. I can't
imagine it being very different from most of what's
questioned but I --.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: And Your Honor?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Just before the jury comes up,
jury comes up, I would have an objection to Number 8 of
their voir dire.

THE COURT: Number 87

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

12
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THE COURT: Yes, sir, I, I would not ask that. I think
that the jury has to make their verdict, decide their

verdict based on the evidence presented and the law, and I

charge them they have to set aside any beliefs that they may

have and follow the Taw.

'SOLICITOR CATHCART: Thank you, Your Honor.

MR. BAILEY: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: And I thought Number 9, Mr. Bailey, I
thought there was an answer on the jury return about if -
they've ever served on jury duty in thé past.

MR. BAILEY: Your Honor, are you, are you -- So, in’
reference to Number 9, there was no--- '

THE COURT: Do you object to that one, Mr. Cathcart?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Your Honor---

THE COURT: Just step up here.

. SOLICITOR CATHCART: ---the question I would---

THE COURT: . Step up here in front of me please.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Sure. Yes, sir.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held at this time
while the entire jury panel was entering the courtroom.)

THE BAILIFF: The jury is here, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. ‘'Thank you very much,
Mr. Bailiff.

solicitor, you may call the first case for trial.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Please the Court, Your Honor.

13
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At this time, the State calls State versus Antwon
Baker. 1Indictment for murder, 2016-GS-40-00729, and
indictment for possession of a weapon during a violent
crime, 2016-GS-40-00730. |

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you, solicitor.

Mr. Bailey, Mr. Comish, Ms. Kuchar, y'all represent
Mr. Baker? |

'‘MR. BAILEY: ' Yes, Your Honor, we do.

THE COURT: And 1is Mr. Baker present?

MR. BAILEYE Yes, Your Honor; He's right here.. He's
right here.

THE COURT: Are y'all ready for trial?

MR. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much,

Mr. Bailey.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, my name is Knox

McMahon. I'm a Circuit Court Judge and I'm assigned here

for this weeks term of Court of General Sessions.

‘| Momentarily we're going to go through a procedure whereby we

select a trial jury for the trial of this case, State versus

| Antwon Baker.

I will need to ask you certain questions to determine
your qualifications and eligibility to serve as members of
this trial jury. Earlier today you were qualified to serve

as jurors in this Court. Now that qualification will be for

14
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this specific case.

The purpose of this proceeding is to select a fair and

impartial jury for the trial of this case for both Mr. Baker

and the State. Based on some of the questions that I must
ask you, I will momentarily read or publish to you the
indictments which have -been called for trial.

Théfjndictments are not evidence. The indictments are

‘the‘forma1 charging documents by which an individual is

placed on notice of the charges that have been brought

against him or her. They contain mere allegations and in no

sense are they, are they evidence of the allegations that

are contained therein. ‘
| Agaih, I will read you this indictment, these
indictménts. I publish them to you because of certain
questions I will ask you as we go through this proceeding;
- I am sure you were sworn in early today in general
qualifications, and I would ask you to p1ease'consider.
yourself still under oath, and whatever responses you need
to give, make sure they are full, accurate, and comp1ete.
The first indictment, 2016-GS-40-0729, reads that .
Antwon Pierre Baker did, in Richland County, on or about
June l9th, 2015, ki1l the victim, willie Lee Geter, with

malice aforethought, either express or implied, by means of

gunshot and ‘the victim did die as a'proximate result thereof:

all 1in violation of Section 16-3-10 of the South carolina

15
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Code of Laws, 1976 as amended. That is an indictment for
murder.

| The hext.indictment, 2016-GS-40-00730, alleges that
Antwon Pierre Baker did, on or about June 19th, 2015,
possess a firearm or visibly display what appeared to be a
firearm during the commission or attempted commission of a
violent crime in violation of Section 16-23-490 of the South
carolina Code of LaWs, 1976 as amended. That is possession
of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime.

The state is represented by members of the solicitor's:
office. _

Solicitor Cathcart, Solicitor Potts, if you'd please
stand. Introduce ydurse]ves to the jury panel and any other
mémber of the solicitor's staff that will assist. you in the
presentation of this case.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: My name is Richard Cathcart.

SOLICITOR POTTS: My name is Carter Potts. |

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you, Mr.-Cathcafte——

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ---and Mr. Potts.

SOLICITOR POTTS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Baker is repreéented by Mr. Bailey, Mr.
Comish, and Ms. Kuchar.

If y'all would please stand. Introduce yourselves to

the jury panel and your client. -

16
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MR. BAILEY: Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Rhodes
Bailey and I represent Mr. Baker.

MS. KUCHAR: My name is Emily Kuchar.

MR. COMISH: And my name is Jonathan Comish.

(WHEREUPON, the Defendant stands.)

THE COURT: And this is Antwon Pierre Baker?

MR. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor. This is Mr. Antwon
Baker.

THE COURT: " Thank you. Thank you very much,

) |mMr. Bailey, Mr. comish, Ms. Kuchar, and Mr. Baker.

Let's start with the attorneys, ladies and gentlemen.

Is any member of the jury panel a friend, and that

means social, business, professional relationship, with any

of the attorneys involved in this case, Mr. Cathcart, Mr.

Potts, Mr. Baker, Mr. Comish, or Ms. Kuchar, if so, please

stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Has ‘any member of the jury panel ever been
a party to a lawsuit or a witness in a lawsuit or a criminal
case in which either Mr. Cathcart, Mr. Potts, Mr. Baker, Mr.
Comish, Ms. Kuchar either represented the party in which you
were a witness, or for which I should say you were a
witness, or the opposing party in the case, if so, please
stand.

(No response.)

17
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THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel related by
blood or marriage, close personal friends, have any
business, social, professional relationship with Mr. Antwon
Pierre Baker that has previously been introduced to you, if -
so, please stand.

(No response.) |

THE COURT: The name of the alleged victim in the
indictment is willie Lee Geter, G-E-T-E-R.

Is any member of the jury panel related by blood or

Imarriage or was close personal friends or had any social

‘relationship or business or professional relationship with

the alleged victim in the 1ndictment, willie Lee Geter, if
so, please stand. |

(No response.)

THE COURT: The allegations in the indictment alleged
that this incident occurred on or about 19 June 2015
alleging or Mr. Baker being the named defendant. Mr. Geter
being the named victim. Also a11egés death was by a
gunshot.
' Does any member-of the jury panel have any knowledge
about the case from any source whatsoever, the radio, |
television, news media, Internet, if there was any or there
had had been anymore recently, or if you've heard or --
heard or know anything about it from any source whatsoever,

hearsay, talk in the neighborhood, or what have ybu, if so,

18
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please stand.
(No response.)
THE‘COURT:e Does any member of the jury panel have any

bias or prejudice towards the parties in the case, that

being either Mr. Baker or the State or the subject matter

involved in the case, if so, please stand.
(No response.) | '
~THE COURT: Let's see here. 1Is any . ‘member of the Jury

panel or any member of your immediate family ever been a .

victimof,—a witness—to, or— accused —of—acrime of personal
violence 'against another, if so, please stand.

(No- response.)

THE COURT: What are the agencies involved {n this
case? |

Is it Rich1and-County Sheriff's Department, SLED,
Pascagou]a Sheriff's Department, Mississippi?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Mississippi Sheriff's. Department

',Your Honor, but yes, sir, that's the ——*those are the three

agencies.
THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel or any
member of your immediate family ever been employed with the

Richland County Sheriff's Department or presently employed

{with the Richland County sheriff's Department, the State Law

Enforcement Division, the Pascagoula, I probably

mispronounced -that but I pronounced it as well as I could

19
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spell it anyway, Pascagoula Sheriff's Department,
Mississippi, or Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center. or the

Richland County Coroner's office, if so, either you're

| employed, formerly employed, family member, close personal

friend employed, or formerly employed with any .of those
agencies, if so, please stand. .

(Jurors respond.)

THE COURT: Your number please?

THE JUROR: 312.

THE COURT: 312.

would you just come around here for me please where the
ba11{ffs at whére the General's at there please.

(WHEREUPON, the juror complies.)

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your number?

THE JUROR: 324.

THE COURT: And will you also come around.

(WHEREUPON, the juror complies.) |

THE COURT: And let's see. Another young lady.

THE JUROR: 246.

THE COURT: If y'all would come around-tob to
Mr. Talbert.

 (WHEREUPON, the juror complies.)

THE COURT: Thank ybu. |

Yes, ma'am.

Will you step up here for me please?

20
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hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of

the following takes place out of the

the attorneys involved in the case.)

And tell me your number again?

312,

Seevthey don't put them in order for me.
williams?

Yes.

can you tell me your response to that

My brother;in—1aw works for -- preSent1y

:A11 right. And may I ask who he is?

Randy .Brown. .

Randy Brown.

Is he an agent, forensic agent or---

THE COURT: okay. And do you know what department of

He's a forensic agent I believe.

I don't. I think he usually does the cases

Okay.
---and DUIs.

Okay. How Tong's he been there?

1 (WHEREUPON,
2

3

4 THE COURT:
5 THE JUROR:
6 THE COURT:
7 "This is Ms.
8 THE JUROR:
9 THE COURT:
10| question? ‘

11 THE JUROR:
12 |works for SLED.
13 THE COURT:
14 THE JUROR:
15' THE COURT:
16
17 THE JUROR:
18
19 | forensics?

20 THE JUROR:
21 |involving alcohol---
22 THE COURT:
23 THE JUROR:
24 THE COURT:
25 THE JUROR:

Almost ten years.

21
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THE COURT: Almost a year?

THE JUROR: Ten years.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Ten.

THE COURT: -Oh,‘it was ten years. I'm sorry. I can't
hear any better than I cah see obviously.

Given the fact your brother-in-law's employed with
SLED, can you be a fair and impartial juror in the trial of
this case for both Mr. Baker and the State?

THE JUROR: I believe so.

THE COURT: oOkay. when you say you believe so, so you
served on jury, jury duty before?

THE JUROR: NoO.

THE COURT: 1Is that just semantics?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Any reason you think you can't be fair and
impartial to Mr. Baker?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: Or be fair and impartial to the State?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: I think you can stay with us.

THE JUROR: okay.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much, Ms.
williams.

THE BAILIFF: 246, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 246.

22




N N NN NN B R B R Rl ol |
Vi A W N B O W 0 N OO 1 AW N R O

23

O 0 N O v pH W N

Good afternoon.
THE JUROR: Good afternoon.
- THE COURT: "This is Ms. Ray? -
- THE JUROR: Yes.
THE COURT: And tell me your .response to this question?
THE JUROR: I have two uncles. Neither one of them --
they were employed with Charles Riley. He use to work for
SLED. 'He worked for the detention center I think you'd
spoken ofvear1ier. They don't work there anymore and then I
have Jerry Knight. He-worked for the detenfion'center as

well maybe about five years ago. cCharles Riley, he worked

there for roughly ten to fifteen years at one point but he's

not there any longer.
" THE COURT: And.what did Charles do with SLED?

THE JUROR: He works alcohol and beverage. The ABC™

| 1icensing center -- department.

THE COURT: ATl right. Given those facts that your two
uncles were so employed, can you be a fair and -- both-
formerly employed now? | |

THE JUROR: That is correct. Neither one of them are
there now.

THE COURT: Can you be a fair and impartial juror in
the trial of this case for Mr. Baker?

THE JUROR: Absolutely.

THE COURT: And can you be a fair and impartial juror

23
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in the trial of this case for the State?

THE
THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE
THE

THE

JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:

Yes,‘sir.
Thank you. I believe you can stay with us.
Okay. A1l right. Thank you.

Yes, sir.

BAILIFF: 324, Your Honor.

COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JOROR:

Good afternoon, Ms. Young.
Yes.
And tell me your response.

My response, my niece works at the Alvin

Glenn Detention Center. My niece does.

THE
THE
THE
THE
THE

COURT:
JUkOR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:

solicitor?

SOLICITOR

THE
there?

THE

THE

COURT:

JUROR:
COURT:

She works there now?

Right.

And can you tell me her name?-
Sierra Young.

. Is she on the potential witness list,

CATHCART: No, sir.

okay. Given the -- how long's she been -

I think -- not quite a year I think.

Not quite a year.

Given that fact,. can you be a fair and impartial

juror---

THE JUROR:

Yes, sir.

24
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THE COURT: ---in the trial of this caseAfor both the
State and Mr. Baker even, even though they may be employees
of the Alvin S. Glenn---

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ---Detention Center?

"THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Any doubt in your mind?

THE JUROR: NoO.

THE COURT: Al1l right. Thank you. I believe you can
stay with us. Thank you. |

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the
hearing of the entire jury péne].)

THE COURT: - Any others?

(No response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. |

Is. any member of the jury panel or any‘membér of your
immediate family or close personal friends ever beeh'l

employed with the Fifth Circuit Solicitor's office?

The Fifth Circuit includes Richland and Kershaw County.

(No response.)

THE COURT: 1If so, please stand.

(No response.) |

THE COURT: Does any member of the jury panel now
be]bng to or in the past belong to or contributed to aﬁy

organization whose primary purpose is the promotion of Taw

25
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| enforcement or victim's rights?

Such organizations, MADD, SADD, Sister Care, National
Center for the victims of Crimes.

If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel ever
contributed to or been a member of any, any antigun
organization or contributed to any antigun movement?

This would include but it is not limited to Mothers
Against Guns, Mothers Demand Action Now.

If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Does any member of the jury panel ever been
a member of or contributor to such organizations as the
Innocence Project or any simi1ar type organization whose
goal 1is to further prisoner rights, if so, p1easé stand.:

. (No respbnse.)

THE ‘COURT: Is any member of the jury panel ever
testified for either the State or the defense in any
criminal prosecution on whatever Tlevel?

Magistrate's Court; General Sessions Court such as this
the -- or Federal Court.

1f so, please stand.

(Juror responds.)

THE COURT: Yes, your number please?

26
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THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
(WHEREUPON,,

58.
A1l right. would you step up here for me?

the fo11owing takes place out of the

‘hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of

the attorneys involved in the case.)"

THE COURT:

And this 1is
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Thank .you.
Ms. Cunningham?

Yes, sir.

Good afternoon.

. Good afternoon.

Can you tell me your response?

what is your response to that question?

THE JUROR:
the government.
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

variety of types

THE JUROR:

I've testified in Federal Court before for

In what capacity?

Military police officer in Florida.

okay.

And this was -a federal installation.

A1l right. So, so, you were an MP?
Traffic Courts. Yes, sir.

A1l right. And that, that would of been a
of cases? | |

only dealing with civilians. - only traffic

accidents where accidents and work and someone came on the

base with a gun but they didn't do anything with it.
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THE COURT: Given those facts as you've testified, 1in
fact, as a military police officer on behalf of the
government, can you be a fair and impartial juror in the
trial of this case for both Mr. Baker and the State?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir, I believe so.

THE COURT: Any doubt in your mind?

THE JURORQ No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you. I believe you can stay with us.
Thank you, Ms. cunningham. |

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the
hearing .of the entire jury pané].)

THE COURT: Any others?:

(No response.)

THE COURT: I'm going to call a very.-- a rather _
Tengthy Tist of names of potential witneéses in the trial of
this case. The questién, of‘course, is, is any member of
the jury pahe1 related by blood or marriage, friends, have
any social, business, professional relationship with any of
these individuals whose names I call.

I would advise the panel that the potential witnesses
are not required to be present during this proceeding.

‘I would ask, if there are any potentia]’witnesses in

the courtroom, if you would please stand, face the jury

-panel when your name or names are called, and I will repeat

that question several times because of the length of the

28
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Investigator Ronald Cris Truluck.

(WHEREUPON,‘the witness stands.)

THE COURT: .Investigator Truluck to my front right.
Thank you. |

Investigator Vicki Rains.

(WHEREUPON, the witness stands.)

- THE COURT: 1Investigator Vvicki Rains to my front right.

Thank you. Thank you, Investigator Rains.
Sergeant Kevin Isenhoward.

Investigator Robert Crane.

" sergeant Gilbert Gallegos, G-A-L-L-E-G-O-S.

(No response.)

THE COURT: The next five names all employees of the

Richland County Sheriff's Department.

Investigator Clay Sort.

Investigator zachary Brunson.

“Investigator James Owens.

Investigator Stan Richards.
Investigator Trevor Holt.
(No response.)

THE COURT: The next five names.
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Corporal Hayhurst.

Deputy David Farr.

Raéhe] Grant.

Amanda Metz.

Terri Cypher, C-Y-P-H-E-R.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Again, ladies and gentlemen, the question
is is any member of the jury péne] related by blood or
marriage, friends, have any social, business, or
professional relationship with any of these individuals
whose names I called, if so, please stand.

(No response.) | |

THE COURT: The next six names are all employees of the
Richland County Sheriff's Depahtment.

Melody Galinski.

-~ Thereasa Cronise.

Ashleigh Dixon.

Stephen Cox.

Investigator Franklyn Rainsford.

(No response.) |

THE COURT: Wwell, I told y'all wrong. The sixth name
is employed with SLED.

Carmen Tucker.

(No response.)

THE COURT: The next five names.
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Sergeant Michael wiggins, Pascagoula Sheriff's

| bepartment, Mississippi.

Derrick williams, EMS.

(WHEREUPON, the witness stands.)

THE COURT: This is EMS williams to y'a11'sv1eft rear.

(No response.) B '

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much,
Mr. williams. |

Kelvin Ashe also with ‘EMS.

Doctor Heather Brdwn, Palmetto Health.

' Doctor Amy Durso, D-U-R-S-O.

(WHEREUPON,_a'juror responds.) .

THE COURT: Oh, yes,.51r. I'm sorry. -

THE JUROR: I know Heather Bfown.

THE COURT: And your nqmber please?

THE JUROR: 221.

THE COURT: And you know Doctor Brown?

THE JUROR: Yes. |

THE COURT: And in what capacity?

THE JUROR: I'm a resident at Palmetto Richland, and
during my rotation in that department, worked with her.

THE COURT: And how long -- step up here for me p1ease.
I don't understand all this medical stuff. I apologize.
I'm gonna get you, get you a little -- get me a little

education on it.

31




32

O 0 N O v Hh w N R

NN N NN R R R R R R R R
i A W N R O W 0 N O M W N R O

(WHEREUPON, ;he following takes place out of the
hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of
the attorneys involved in the case.)

THE COURT: Good afternoon.

THE JUROR: ‘How are you, sir?

THE COURT: Tell me your name.

THE JUROR: Matthew Pacana.

THE COURT: Mr. Buchannon?

THE JUROR: Matthew Pacana.

THE COURT: All right. Matthew is your first name?

THE JUROR: Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

- THE COURT: And you're ‘a resident now?

THE JUROR: ' Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

THE COURT: And, and I misunderstood quite frankly.
She was a doctor and you were---

THE JUROR: We're both doctors. She's an attending
physician. I'm a resident.

THE COURT: Right. Right.

THE JUROR: So, she would--- ;

THE COURT: So, during your residency, you would have
been a resident---

THE JUROR: I currently am.

THE COURT: Currently?

THE JUROR: I'm a resident in orthopedic surgery.’

THE COURT: oOkay. And she would have been---
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THE JUROR: She would of been a co-worker on a daily
basis.

THE COURT: Okay. ‘what period of time are we talking
about?

THE JUROR: 3July 15t to preéent.

THE COURT: July 15%-—-

THE JUROR: 2016.

THE COURT: ---of '16 to present?

THE JUROR: Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

THE COURT: - So, you work with her on a daily basis?

THE JUROR: Orthopedic surgery spends a good amount of
the day in the emergency department depending on what
happens.

THE COURT: Okay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: well, Your Honor, I don't know if
this witness--- | |

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: The witness ih question is
actually not going to be testifying in this case, and we've
relieved her because she's in Ireland right now.

THE -COURT: She's where?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: 1In Ireland.

THE COURT: okay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Still on the witness list and I

apologize but she is. gone.
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THE COURT: So, if I'm ever called as a witness, if I
go to Ireland, I don't have to testify, solicitor?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: well, if I didn't need you. I
didn't need her on this one.

'THE COURT: Given the fact that you do work with her,
can you be a fair, and she's not to be a witness, a
potential witness, can you be a fair and impartial .juror in
the trial of this case--- o

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: ---for Mr. Baker and the State?

THE JUROR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: . Thank you very much, doctor. I believe you
can stay with us. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the
hearing of the entire jury panel.)

THE COURT: The next five witnesses.

R. Montgomery, Richland County Coroner's Office.

Lessie Brown.

(WHEREUPON, the witness stands.)

THE COURT: Mr. Brown to y'all's left.

Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Brown.

THE WITNESS: You're welcome.

THE COURT: McKinley Minger, M-I-N-G-E-R.

Tracea Vereen. That's T-R-A-C-E-A. Vereen.

Clyde Spearman.
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(No response.)

THE COURT: The next five names.

James Taylor.

Peggy Baker.

(WHEREUPON, the witness stands.)

THE BAILIFF: Ms. Baker's in the back, Your Honor.

THE COURT: This is Ms. Baker to y'all's left rear.

Thaﬁk you. Thank you very much, Ms. Baker.

Sylvia Baker.

'James,Speaks.

Sergeaht Robert waters, W-A-T-E-R-S, Alvin S. Glenn
Detention Center. ’

And, finally, by position only, the records custodian
of 9-1-1 Communications Center for Rfch1and County.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Again, is any member of the.jury panel
re1ated4by b1dod or marriage, friends, have any social,
professional, business relationship with any of these
individuals whose names I Ca]]ed and are those who stood
before you, if so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Any additional potential witnesses,
solicitor, from the State?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: No more from the State, Your

Honor.
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THE
MR.
THE
MR.
THE

MR,
THE
MR.

THE

COURT: From the defense, Mr. Bailey?
BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor.

COURT: Did I have a list?

BAILEY: Yes, sir.

COURT: If I did, it has escaped me.
BAILEY: Some of these are redundant, sir.
COURT: Sir?

BAILEY: Some of these are repeats.

COURT: oOne through five, are they repeats?

I 1ike to test my concentration skills on you,

Mr. Bailey.

MR.

BAILEY: Yes, sir. Number 2 is Mr. Baker you've

already mentioned.

THE

COURT: Antwon,

I think I mentioned Ms. Carmen Tucker.

MR.

THE
two.

MR.

THE

Harrison.

(No
THE
MR.
THE

BAILEY: Yes, you did.

COURT: Minger, Amanda Metz, I think is the last

BAILEY: That's right, yes, sir. Two through five.

COURT: Lee Conlin, excuse me, and Tron, T-R-O-N,

response.)
COURT: Any, any others, Mr. Bailey?
BAILEY: No, Your Honor.

COURT: A1l right.
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THE JUROR:

THE
THE
THE

COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:

Your Honor, 276.
And tell me, tell me which name?
Lee Conlin.

A1l right. Step down here for me

momentarily please, sir.

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place out of the

hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of

the attorneys involved in the case.)

THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
MR.
THE
- THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
.THE

COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
BAILEY:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:

And your number again?
276. |
And you khow Mr. conlin?
conlin. Ms. Conlin.
Tell me how. |
I grew up with her brother and with her.
Is this a her or he?
It's a woman, Your Honor. She.
Okay. Al1l right.
That's 1it.
You grew up with her brother?
wWhen she was there with me, yes, sir.
when she was what?
She was there also. Right.

welTl, I thought maybe, you know, be 1like me

and my sister were like twin sisters.

THE JUROR: Oh, no.

37




38

o o ~N O HDowWw N

NN ONNNN B R R R R R R R R
(9] F-Y w N = o (Vo) oo 9~ (o) (9] FiN w N = o

THE COURT:
THE JUROR:.
THE COURT:
-THE JUROR:

No, no, that's a joke.
NO.
Y'all go to high school?.

It was, it was church and, and middle

school, high school, if that.

“THE COURT:

And given, given that fact, can you be a

fair and impartial juror in the trial of this case for both

Mr. Baker and the State?

THE 5UROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
- THE COURT:

Yes.
Any doubt in your mind?
NO. '

Thank you. I believe you can stay with us.

Thank YOu very much.

- (WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the

hearing of the entire jury panel.)

THE COURT:

Any others?

(No response.)

THE COURT:

State?

Any additional requested voir dire from the

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Nothing from the State, Your

Honor,

THE COURT:
MR. BAILEY:
THE COURT:

From the defense, Mr. Bailey?
None from us, Your Honor.

Thank you. Thank you very much.

And so, finally, ladies and gentlemen, I've read the
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allegations 1in the indictment a11égfng homicide that
occurred on 15 June 2015 in Richland County with the named
victim, willie Lee Geter, and the a11eged defendant,

Mr. Baker. 1I've asked you a number of questions concerning

-any prior knowledge. No one has indicated they have any

from any source whatsoever. I have called a 1ist of -- a
rather Tehgthy Tist of_names of pdtentia] witnhesses in the
trial of the case. You know what our purpose is, 1is to ‘
select a fair and impartia1‘jury for the trial of this case
for both Mr. Baker and the State. Each of you know |
yoﬁfseres best.

Is there any member of the jury panel that knows any

reason whatsoever why you feel like you could not be a fair

and impartia1 juror in the trial ‘of this case for both
Mr! Baker and the State?

- If it concerns you, it concerns me. I want to address
it now and not have to address 1t-1ater when yod’re sitting
over here 1in the jury»box as a-member of the tf1a1 jury.

So, if you know any reason what, whatsoever why you

‘feel T1ike you .could not be a fair and impartial juror in the

| trial of this case, please stand.

- (WHEREUPON, a juror responds.)
THE COURT: Number please?
THE JUROR: 43.
THE COURT: All right. Yes, sir. If you'd step down

39




40

NONNN NN R R R B R R R R R R
i & W N B © VW W N & Ui A W N R O

W 00 N O UV A W N R

here for me.

(WHEREUPON, the jurors complies.)

THE COURT: Good afternoon;

THE JUROR: Good afternoon. _

THE COURT: And tell me your name?

THE JUROR: I'm walter Clark. |

_ THE COURT: Al1 right. Mr. Clark, -and tell me your
response?

THE JUROR:. I am a local pastor in the Columbia area
and I just -~ 1 don't know. |

THE COURT: All right. Tell me -- explain that. well,
nhumber one, make sure you keep your voice up.

THE JUROR: Okay. |

THE COURT: And, number two, explain a Titt1e bit more
to me. '

THE JUROR: Well, I deal with people on, on a dai]y
basis, and, you know, they come to me for various reasons.
And in the cases, it's critical -- it's a list -- I mean I'm
willing to serve if I'm chosen. But if it comes down to,
you know, the nitty gritty, I don't know if -- I'm not sure.
I don't -- just don't know about that part.  But if I'm |
needed, I'11 willing to serve but---

THE COURT: Sure.

THE JUROR: ---just wanted just to be up front.

THE COURT: Have you ever been on jury duty before?
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THE JUROR: I have not. |
THE COURT: If you're selected as a member of the jury,
of course, you'll be placed under oath along with your

fellow jurors, and basically it says you will -- that oath

|is you wi1ll well and truly try and true deliverance make

betweenvthe State and the defendant, Mr. Baker, based on the
evidence and the law.

The jury is the fact finders. They'determine the facts
of the case as they see them, as they decide that, based on

witnesses testifying under oath, judging witness'

| credibility, any physical items of evidence that may be
‘there, -and then I tell them the law. And the law I tell
‘them is the only law that you follow whether they agree or

-disagree with it cause'you've.taken an oath to follow the

law.
THE JUROR: Right.
" THE COURT:. So, the jury determines what the facts are,

apply it to the yardstick, and try to -- talking about the

Taw and the Bible's a book. I mean you know, you know what -

I'm saying?

THE JUROR: . (Nods affirmatively.)

THE COURT: But they apply those facts as they find
them to the law as I tell them the law is and they reach a
verdict, guilty or not guilty.

THE JUROR: Correct.
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THE COURT: Do you feel 1ike you could A, take that
oath and follow that law?

‘And there's, there's no right or wrong answers
whatsoever. You're all different and we're all similar in
regard. we're all different.

THE JUROR: Right.

THE COURT: 1It's not, it's not a right or wrong answer.
It's whatevef your answer 1is 1is the right answer cause you
know you, and, you know, you see what our purpose is.
Getting 12 fair and impartial members of this pool to serve
as jurors in this case so that Mr. Baker has a fair trial
and the State has a fair trial. And, like I say, there's .
not a right or wrong. There really isn't. It's a -- it's,
it's just you and whatever your opinion is and I, I respect
it when I hear it, whatever it is. _

THE JUROR: It will be difficult, but if I'm needed,
I'11 give it a shot.

THE COURT: Tell me, can you -- excuse me.

Can you tell me what the difficulty would be and can
youAexpress that? |

- THE JUROR: If it's, you know, found guilty, you know,
then the -- this is the hard. Me, see, 1iving with thinking
about conscious to, to the right thing, you know. Not being
able to go back and undo some things. It's a little bit out

of my comfort zone but, again, I've never done it before.
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i So, I can't say what---

THE COURT: Sure.
- THE JUROR: ---how it might turn out but I'm willing to

| serve if I'm needed.

THE COURT: would you mind -- this is Mr. Dye.

would you mind jUst'steppihg over_there just a moment
and let's talk with the attorneys. Thank you. Thank you
very much."v

(WHEREUPON, - the following takes place out of the
hearing of the entire jury panel.)

THE COURT: Do y'all have any opinion? -

SOLICITOR CATHCART: T think he needs to go. T mean
he's basically ‘saying he can not; in his conscious, find’
somebody guilty or inndcent; 'it will be hard for him.  He's
having a hard time. '

MR. BAILEY: I mean I guess the State can strike Him.
I guess the State can strike him if they don't like him
cause we could also.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: He's saying he couldn't be fair.

THE COURT: Huh?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: He's saying be cannot be fair.

THE COURT: I'm not sure. I'll ask him about it again.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: He's sayihg if he balances this
and that to make a decision. He's saying, if I make this

one decision, I don't know how it affects the rest of my
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11ife. That's not fair. He doesn't know the facts of the

case. He said that. _
(WHEREUPON, the following takes place out of the

hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of

the attorneys involved in the case.)

THE COURT: A1l right. Yes, sir, if you'll stand

jback -- step back up here for me please.

(WHEREUPON, the jUror complies.)

THE COURT: Now, I'm just, I'm just trying to process
this 1n'my opinion to process. Not. your 1nab11ity to
explain.

Do you feel Tike it would be, because of your personal
phi]osophy,‘that you would hold the State to a higher burden
than they have if you, if you make a decision and you're
going to -- the word I'm Tooking for is not second guess but
at 1east pondér or think on it into the future---

THE JUROR: I would.

THE COURT: '———to the extent that you may be second
guessing? |

THE JUROR: Possibly. Possible.

. THE COURT: Sir?

THE JUROR: Possibility.

THE COURT: 1If the -- being a pastor, that part, based
on this 1s.just totally about forgiveness--- |

THE JUROR: (Nods affirmatively.)
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THE COURT: ---of not -- and I'm not talking about

| Mr. Baker. I'm just talking about just if, if someone

has -- I know you're talking about a criminal law. If
somebody committed a crime---

THE JUROR: Right.

THE COURT: ---that you would be more prone to forgive?

THE JUROR: Correct. I would.

THE COURT: Nothing, nothing wrong with that either. I

need that a number. of my times in my life. 1I'm glad I got
it.

THE JUROR: Yeah. Yes, as a pastor, you know, people
1eaving you constantly reflecting. If your reflection do

the right thing, did I give them the right advice, you know,

I gave. That's something -- you think about the person in

the. future and whatever the outcome is.
THE COURT: Every, every sinners got a future. Every
saint's got a pastor,‘correct?
THE JUROR: Correct.
THE COURT: You agree‘with me on that?
THE JUROR: Yes.
THE COURT: Not many people agree. Certainly a life.
I think I'm gonna set you aside. | '
okay?
~THE JUROR: A1l right.
THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. Thank you for meeting
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with us. Thank you for hearing us.

A1l right. And you can -- Mr. Dye, have him, have him
sit in the -- General, have him sit in the back.

Thank you. Thank you very much.

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the
hearing-of the entire jury panel.)

THE COURT: Any others?

(No response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much, ladies and
gentlemen. | | | |

I find our panel is qualified.

‘ The strikes, solicitor?

SOLICiTOR CATHCART: I believe jt's five and ten, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Strikes, Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY: Sir, we have, we have ten, Your Honor .

THE COURT: You have ten and the State has five?

MR. BAILEY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I like it on the record.

MR. BAILEY: 1It's good. Yes, sir, that's my
understanding, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Madam Clerk, if you would advise our panel or instruct

our panel I should say and give us a, give us a jury please.
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THE CLERK: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let me figure out what I did with my jury
Tist. )

Thank you. Thank you, Madam Clerk. o

(WHEREUPON, a jury panel was selected at this time.)

THE COURT: Two alternates.

THE CLERK: Juror Number 82.

(WHEREUPON, the juror-comes fofward.)

THE CLERK: Wwhat says the State?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Your Honor, may-we approach?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. |

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held out of the
hearing of the jury at this tfme.)

THE COURT: Ma'am, would you step up here for me?

Yes, ma'am. ‘

-(WHEREUPON, the following takes place out of the
hearing of the entire jury panel but within the hearing of
the'attorneys involved in the case.)

THE COURT: And the, the question is have you been a

victim of domestic violence?

THE JUROR: Yes. Yes, sir, I've got a case coming .up.
g g up

Upcoming case.
THE COURT: And there is a pending case?
“THE JUROR: Wwell, actually I came this morning here

just to check 1in.
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THE COURT: oOkay. And you're, you're represented by
the Solicitor's office? |

THE JUROR: Wwell, I'm not sure. I haven't met with her

| yet.

THE COURT: You haven't?

THE JUROR: 1It's been set up before.-

SOLICITOR CATHCART: 1It's in our office.

THE COURT: Okay. I'm gonna -- you've done. absolutely
nothing wrong but I'm gonna set you aside.

THE JUROR: Okay.

THE COURT: oOkay. And you can return back to your
seat. |

- THE JUROR: Okay.

THE COURT: Thank you so much.

THE JUROR: Thank you. |

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the
hearing of the entire jury panel.)

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, you may call the next.

THE CLERK: Yes, sir. |

(WHEREUPON, two alternate jurors were selected at this
time.)

THE COURT: Step up here please, solicitor, Mr. Bailey.

(Whereupon, a bench conference was held out of the
hearing of the jury at this time.)

THE COURT: Solicitor, any motions with regard to the
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| jury selection process from the State?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: No, sir, none from the State.

THE COURT: From the defense, Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY: None from the defehse, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

(Pause.) _ '

THE COURT: Ladies and ‘gentlemen of the jury panel that
were selected for the trial of this case, I am going to

release you momentarily for the remainder of the afternoon

,.But I have two, two matters to cover very briefly.

The first off, why am I letting you go at 4:55 in the
afternoon? ' -

This case, like so many others,‘I have certain pretrial
matters that must be taken up outside of your presén;e. So,
rather than hold you captive in your jury room; and we'll
probably go 'well beydnd five o'clock for mé to heér'those

matters, I don't want to hold you captive;ahy Tonger than it

is necessary.

So, I'm going to reledse you until 9:30 in the morning
but I have to, I have to give you some instructions first,
and even before I do that, I am going to -- I've had an
election and I'm gonna announce that this afternoon as to
who will serve as our foreperson of the jury panel. And the

reason I ask this -- I give you this information this
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afternoon 1is 'so you won't stay up late tonight to look at

the campaign returns or anything and the issue will be

| decided today and there's no recount. So, you don't have to

worry about that either.

Juror Number 2767

Juror Number 276, upon your return tomorrow, if you'd
please serve as the foreperson of our jury panel.

THE JUROR: Yes, Your Honof.

THE COURT: .Thank you. Thank you very much. »Thahk you
for volunteering for that very important position also.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, these instructions will .

apply throughout the trial of this case as you serve as

members of this trial jury.

You may not discuss this case with others. That
includes your fe11ow jurors, your family, friends, or anyone
else while you are serving on this jury panel. You.wou1d‘
not be allowed to discuss the case until you've heard all
the evidence, all the testimony, closing arguments by the
attorneys, the instruction on the 1aW by the Court, and then
directed by the Coﬁrt to deliberate with your_fe]]ow jurors
in your jury room. So, you may not discuss this case with
others.

You may not read and you shall not read, listen to, or

‘watch any news reports about the case should there be any.

That, of course, includes radio, television, newspapers, or
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anything that may be on the Internet.
You may not use your computer, cellular phone, or. any

other electronic device with communication capabilities or -

any other method to obtain or disclose information about the

case, which is prohibited[ Information about the case which

|is prohibited includes, but it is not limited to the.

| following:

Information about a party.
A witness. ’
An'attorney or -a Court officer.
. News accounts of the case should there be any now or
should there have been any in the past. "

‘Information. collected through juror research on any

| topic raised on- testimony offered by any witness during the

-course of the trial or information collected through juror

research on any other topit the juror might think would be
he1bfu1 in deciding the case.
You must decide the case based on the evidence and the

testimony. that is presented before you by sworn witnesses

| from this witness stand. Any physica1'items of evidence and

any inferences you think may reasonably be-drawn from the
evidence applying thé facts as you find them to be, you, the
jury, find them to be to the law as I tell you the law s
uninf]uenced by anything thét may be in the news, in the

media, on the Internet. You may not do any independent
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investigation or any investigation on the Internet.

Again, I would ask you to please be back promptly at
9:30 in the morning. Your bailiff, Mr. Dye, who is to your
rear, will show you to your new temporary quarters, hqw to
exit the courthouse today, and how to return to your new
temporary quarters, and when I say quarters, that's just for
the time we're running Court during the day.

Any questions?

(No response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much. Hopé
you-all have a pleasant evening. Thank you. |

See you at 9:30 in the morning. _

(WHEREUPON, the'Fd11ow1ng takes place -outside the
presence of the jury after a juror approached Judge McMahon
to speak with him.) _

THE COURT: Come down by the court reporter.

(WHEREUPON, the juror éomp11es;)

THE COURT: Did you want to speak with me? ,

THE JUROR: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: A1l right. Yes, ma'am, of course.

THE JUROR: I'm a retifed school teacher and it just‘
dawned on me that there might be a possibility -- I don't
recognize this gent]eman's name but the other person in the
case might of possibly been a student in the past. After 28

years of teaching, it's no way I remember all of it. So, I,
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I don't have an idea.-

- THE COURT: All, all my teachers forgot me. Every one
of them.
" THE JUROR: I didn't teach you but I would remembér
you. |
THE COURT: Wwell, let me ask you this.
If it were, if -- Jet's say it were.
THE JUROR: oOkay.
THE COURT: Would that -- could you still be a fair and

ﬁmpartié] juror in the trial of this case for both the.State

and Mr. Baker?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

very much.
A1l right.
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir. '
Any doubt in your mind about'that?
NO.

AlTl right.

Just thought 1 would bring it up.

Okay. ATl right. Thank you. Thank you

Thank you.

Yes, ma'am.

(WHEREUPON, the following takes place within the

hearing of all parties.)’

THE COURT:

solicitor, Mr. Bailey, she said, as a

retired school teacher after 28 years, she can't remember
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all her students. she said I do not think I taught this
gentleman, your client. sShe said I may have taught -- the
names are different. I do not recall all but I cannot
remember them all. And I said all my school teachers forgot
me.

And I said Tet me ask you this."Let's say- you, let's
say it was your student, can you be a fair and impartial
juror in the trial and she said yes, I can, and I just
brought it up. Okay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: That's a 67 year old man.

SOLICITOR POTTS: Yeah, can't be Geter cause he's 64.

THE COURT: Young fellow.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: 67.

MR. BAILEY: He's only 38.

THE COURT: Mr. Geter's a young fellow too.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: He's dead.

THE COURT: He was young when he died.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir, absolutely. 3Just a few
years older tHén me. ‘

THE COURT: Al1l right. Let's take a ten minute break.

MR. BAILEY: Right, yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Take about é 15 minute recess.
Thank you. Thank you very much.

MR. BAILEY: Your Honor, I could say---

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
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'MR. BAILEY: I believe, at that age, my client has only
been in Columbia about 20 years. So, it's probably -- I
mean just for the -- oh, he's only been here'since Tike '98.
So, I think--- o

THE COURT: That's been 20 years ago.

MR. BAILEY: well, 19, yeah. Yes. So, if it's an
elementary school teacher, I think, I think we're safe.

(WHEREUPON, a short recess was taken at fhis time.)

THE COURT: Al1l right. - You have motions, Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY: Yes, Your Horor. | |

THE COURT: A1l right. Yes, sir.

MR. BAILEY: First, Your Honor, just we'd 1ike to renew

our Rule 5 'motion for discovery and,'y0u know, along with

that, we, we've also filed our Riddle v. State motion that

‘the, the State has an ongqihg'duty to keep providing

discovery as it occurs. Not just written tangible documents
but anything that they've learned leading up to trial
interviewing witnesses, et cetera. =, e

And from speaking with Mr. cathcart and Mr. Potts, I've

got two witness updates. ‘So; I feel, I feel Tike they're,

| they're probably complying without any problem. I just

wanted to, you ‘know, renew that unless there's been'changes
in witness' ‘stories that are substantial developments that,
that we have not been made aware of, Your Honor.

"THE COURT: Oh, I'm sorry. I was gonna let him respond

55




56

W M N O UV A W N

NN N NN R R R R R R R e
Vi A W N R O W N Y 1R W NP O

| to those two.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Everything that we have learned,
everything that we have they either have and I've been
forthcoming.

THE COURT: The next change would be on the witness
stand? |

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir, that will be a surprise
to.me as well. |

THE. COURT: Thank you, Mr. Cathcart.

MR. BAILEY: ‘As long as it's a surprise to Mr. cathcart
too. o

THE COURT: Mr. Bailey.

- MR. EAILEY:' Thank you, Your Honor..

- So, at some point I'd like to talk abodt criminal
records of potential witnesses. I'm, I'm assuming that
we'll sort of take that up as witnesses take the stand.
There's a comment that we'd like to make -- note that we'd
like to review them and look at them and maybe have a |
discussion over what's admissible for impeachment purpdses,.

I would, I would like to -- again, this is something I
spoke with Mr. cathcart and Mr. Potts about. I'd like to
exclude certain, you know, bad acts.when it comes to, or
alleged bad acts actually, when it comes to Mr. Baker. And
I kind, I kind of itemized them here. And it -- I know I

may be redundant here but I wanted to make sure it's on the
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record.

One, under 2A, 1little Roman Numeral i, possession of

crack cocaine, Mr. Baker, there was, there was crack cocaine

that was found when he was arrested in Pascagoula,

Pascagoula. You know, it sounds like it's easier to say

| when you say it.

THE COURT: It does.
MR. BAILEY: When he was found in Mississippi, my

understanding, and there was also a .25 caliber pistol at

that time. My understanding is Mississippi did not charge
-him with either one of those. That weapdn is not related to
| this alleged offense or this incident at all and obviously
.the crack is not. I just would, you know,. put on the record

-{ that we'd like, we'd 1ike that excluded from any testimony

by Taw enforcement or, or other Witnesses. My understanding
is Mr. Cathcart is fine.with that and has no intention of
getting into any of that.

Also, a]Tegations of drug poséession.and.sa1es;by all
witnesses. There are a few witnesses that, that may sort
of, in passing, mention to -- Mr. Baker as a drug dealer.
we'd like to -- as nothing to -- it talks about a
reputation.

Thaf's nothing to do with this case, Your Honor. we'd
1ike all mentions of Mr. Baker being a drug dealer excluded

and then, in the same vein as that, I believe there's a Mr.
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Spearman who says that a -- that Mr. Baker was known to
carry a gun or something, something to that effect, and
that, that there might of been an incident with a firearm.
And we'd 1ike that, that excluded. we'd like or at Teast
we'd Tike the State's witnesses directed to not mention
these completely unrelated incidents.

Again, I spoke with Mr. cathcart. I'd let him speak to

that. I don't think they have intention of getting into

those incidents, and, of course, we deal with that as
witnesses come up.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: As to the possession of crack
cocaine down in Mississippi, I've spoken with the officer
from Miséissippi. We wrote -- he's agreed that and we've
both agreed not to go into the fact that he had -- was in
possession, on his body, crack cocaine cause it's not really
relevant as to this case. ‘

Also, the .25 caliber pistol that was recovered, not on
his person, but in the room whére he was staying, he
basically said anything in that room is mine, is not -- is
just the round that was inside the decedent. So, therefore,
that not being, I guess, relevant to this case either and
would not be seeking to introduce it at this time. |
Obviously for some reason, some reason something comes up
that somehow makes it relevant, then we'd have to obviously

adjust it from that point.
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The defendant is known by every witness, down to lay
witnesses, by his street name, which is Kilo. Wwe can't get

around that. I mean that is how they described him to the

. po1ice and described who he is and he goes by the name Kilo.

None of them know his real name.

The -- Mr. Spearman, who will be testifying, also knows

him by KiTo but also told the police that he, Mr. Baker, was
involved in a incident which occurred at this particular
house.

We are not seeking to get into the specifics of that
incident. I've told Mr. Spearman not to get into the
specifics of, of that incident, and I will do my best to
keep him from doing so. |

The -- what we are seeking only to introduce is that

Mr. Baker, from this, from Mr.-Spearman, is that Mr. Baker

| was known to be at' that location, and that that's the way,

from that information, the police were able to.determine
Kilo at this house is Antwon Baker, and then they do a photo
lineup and Spearman picks him out, Ms. Brown picks him out,
and everybody's good from there. |

The facts of why the police know about that Tocation we

lare not seeking to introduce and I will try to direct that

witness as much as I can in direct testimony to keep him
from doing so.

MR. BAILEY: We're fine with that approach, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: And what about --7?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yeah, and as to -- I'm sorry, Your
Honor. | |

THE COURT:. I, I thought that -- no, go ahead. You go
ahead. Maybe you're covering it now!

SOLICITOR CATHCART: And as to the allegations of drug
possession sales of Mr. Baker to these witnesses, I mean
that's how they know this man. But, again, we're not going
into anything other than the fact his name is known as Kilo.
However, one witness does, in his first statement,'say‘the
reason he took Mr.- Baker to this location and was paid'by
Mr. Baker for taking him to this Tocation was for a rock of
crack. He subsequently changed that statement and told the
truth that he was there ahd lTeft when Mr. Baker pulled out a
gun and shot in the ground and then he ran off. |

. He tried to, in his first statement, say that didn't
happen and that he just, you know, got paid off with crack
and he left before anything happened at the 1ncident
Tocation and we are not seeking to talk about that. I‘just
wanted him to talk about the truth of what occurred and what
he said in the second statement. However, I'm somewhat --
don't want to be hamstrung by defense counsel if they decide
we want to talk about the inconsistencies of two different
statements, which obviously they may wish to do. And, in

doing so, the fact that he, Mr. Baker, gives Mr. Minger
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| cracks or sells him crack may come in.

MR. BAILEY: Your Honor, I, I think we could probably

‘reexamine that issue if there -- with their witness,

McKinley Minger; closer to the time he's about to take the

stand if we wanted clarification ahead of time.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: I just don't want to be tripped up
on that. The, the fact that Mr. Baker or the a11eged fact
that he's known to carry guns, again, I think is as to that
location and that other situation. I don't think there's
anybody that will be testifying as to him -- his'reputatiOn
for carrying guns in anyway whatsoever.

THE COURT: oOkay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: ‘They're just gonna'ta1k about what
they -saw that day: ' B '

THE COURT: ‘What about habit?

what about 4067 _

SOLICITOR CATHCART: I don't believe there's gonna be
any indication that these people -- I've asked them not to
talk -- I don't think anybody's ever said that they -- he
has the habit of carrying a gun. They just have known him
to carry a gun in the past.

MR. BAILEY: I think experience in carrying a gun -- I
don't have it right in front of me but I just, out of an .
abundance of caution, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A1l right.
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MR. BAILEY: - And I've known---
SOLICITOR CATHCART: You know, Mr. Spearman, on this
date, did not. see him with a gun. He saw him flee the scene

and I believe the quote was with a wild Took in his eye. He

didn't hear shots. He didn't see shots. He didn't -- but

he did not see this man with a gun on that night -- on
that---
'THE COURT: All right.
SOLICITOR CATHCART: ---at that time.

THE COURT: Wwell, anytime you think it's opened the

‘door---
SOLICITOR CATHCART: well, yes, sir.
THE COURT: ---just let me know you need to have a,
a -- take up a matter and -- outside the presence of the

jury or, of course, you too, Mr., Mr. Bailey.

MR. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al1 right. That takes care of -- that
addresses one and two.

Let's see. 2(b), of course, is Mr. Baker's criminal
record. |

MR. BAILEY: Yes, sir, Your Honor. I was thinking
maybe we could take that up, if, if Mr. Baker takes the
stand, we can take it up at, at that point. He has a, he
has a misdemeanor, old ABHAN misdemeanor from -- conviction

from 2008. I believe it was a 2006 incident. I figured Mmr.
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Cathcart and I might -- may have a disagreement about that

but we can deal with that at a ]ater time if we want to sort

of get started.

THE COURT: And then what about sequestration?

MR. BAILEY: I was just speaking with Mr. Potts and,

| and Mr. Cathcart about that, Your Honor. we'd 1ike

sequestration. Exception.just for us, we would Tike Mrs.
Baker, this.is Peggy Baker. |

Stand up. |

(WHEREUPON, Mrs. Baker complies.)

MR. BAILEY: But this is Mrs. Baker. This is Antwon's

lwife. She is on our witrness Tist.

THE COURT: - She can, she can stay.
MR. BAILEY: okay. Thank you, Your Honor.
~ THE COURT: That's -- if I were in -- if I was.on trial
and I had a wife, I would want ‘them.
MR. BAILEY: Thank you. - | 7
THE COURT: Well, I don't know if I'd want them:in‘the

courtroom or not, quite frankly, but -- I make the

-assumption that I would but she's welcome to stay.

" MR. BAILEY: A1l right. Thank you, Your Honor.
THE COURT: TI'd rather have my mother anytime. Nothing
against his wife. I don't, I don't mean anything like that
whatsoever. She can, she can stay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: And, -Your Honor, we're asking that
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Ms. Brown, Ms. Brown who is the -- basically the wife of the
victim to be allowed to.stay also.

THE COURT: Wwell, is -- any, any victim is allowed to
stay under, under our law. '

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The'yictim can stay. . The chief
arresting -- the chief investigating officer can certainly
stay. The evidence custodian, if you have an.evidence
custodian, can stay. I, I typica11y‘a1low witnesses that
have given sworn statements to stay. Like -- I kind of -
follow carmack but that's just me. If it's fine, if y'all
want to have kind 6f a broader sequestration is fine with me
too. |

FWe11, I guess that would be a narrower sequestration

with me but I typically allow those that have given sworn
statements to stay. ‘And expert witnesses, I don't exclude
expert withesses. You got an investigator. You got a
whatever.

MR. BAILEY: We, we have a -- we do have an
investigator, Ms. Lee conlin. we might not be calling her.

THE COURT: - Well, she, you know, the investigator is
welcome to stay. ' .
~ MR. BAILEY: A1l right. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Expert witnesses are welcome to stay. Like

if you got a pathologist, and you got a pathologist, they
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can, they can stay.

MR. BAILEY: Sounds goods, Your Honor.

THE COURT: . Okay. A1l right. But I don't police it
because I, I‘'don't know them.

All right. Then you got festimony on your Jackson

versus Deno, solicitor?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: That is correct, Your Honor. Wwe
have. testimony to that and I believe we have one Neil V.
Biggers if you wish to do that as well. There's only one
1ay.w1tness is the daughter of Lessie Brown who also was
there right before this incident occurred. she does not
know Kilo by his name Kilo but she was there that morning -
and saw him, spoke to him for a period of time, Was‘ab1e to
pick him out of a photo lineup later on. Everybody else.
knows this man by the'name Kilo and has known him for a Tong
period of time. | | A

So, that would be our two things I believe 1is just the

Jackson v. Deno statement made by the defendant. And, Your

Honor, that statement is down -- was taken in Mississippi.
It is on video, the entire statement. If you wish, we can
do the testimony as -- here as to just the -- what the

investigator did and Lessie Brown, and if you wish to view

| the video now or however you wish to do it and- everybody has

the video.

THE COURT: I'm, I'm not tracking it. 1In other words,
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the, the rights are on the video and --7

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How long's the video?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: About 20 minutes.

THE COURT: We11,vI can look at it.

Are you gonna, are you gonna puf up a live witness?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: I have the person who's on the
video who did it. It would be just to have you-1ookrat it
if you wish to do that but, if they don't object, everything
is on the video.

MR. BAILEY: Actually I, I might want to call
Investigator Truluck after the video buf I might not. ‘I
can't---- |

'SOLICITOR CATHCART: So, I mean if you would 1like, I
mean you can view the video tonight or we can do that in the
mdrning as to any questions on that or we can just do the
whole thing right at this moment.

THE COURT: Howevér, however you want to do it,
solicitor.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: I just want to make sure
everybody's getting a fair trial.

THE COURT: I mean I don't, I don't mind looking at the
video on my own if y'all have looked at it on our own. I
did that two weeks ago. |

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir, that's where I'm getting
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éthe idea from.

THE COURT: I just looked at the video :in Jackson

versus Deno. I'll do it however y'all want me to. - If

| you -- I mean it will still be in the record. Just I

|won't -- I don't want to be sitting out here looking at it

with y'all. I can do it either way you want me to do it.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: We have a' transcript also so, you

| can follow along with it and stop it in the places that you

think it ought to be ‘stopped and then we can argue about it
in the morning.

MR. BAILEY: Yeah, Your Honor. we're fine either way.

If you want to do =- if you want to watch the video on your

own, that's fine, or if yoquantAto watch it here, that's,
that's fine too.’ | _ ;
| THE COURT: But you still, you still want to call a
witness?' o |
'SOLICITOR CATHCART: well, he's on that video, Your

Honor, also. So, I don't, I don't think there's even a

‘point of that.

MR. BAILEY: Assuming---

SOLICITOR CATHCART: He goes into the room. He advised
him of his rights*at that point in time. |

MR. BAILEY: So, we'd have just a brief hearing on>1t.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: - Yeah, testify in the morning. I'm

sure---
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MR. BAILEY: Yeah. _

SOLICITOR CATHCART: ---he'll have seen the video and
that way we can go to --.

“THE COURT: All right.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: -- the pertinent points of it
without having to go through each little part.

THE COURT: You, you want to put up -- Yyou want to put

.up your detective in the morning?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir, we can do that in the
morning --

THE COURT: okay.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: -- and then argue aé to what was
on the video. well, at some point, toward the end of the
video, he does invoke. And so, af that time, we will be
stopping;e—

 THE COURT: Sure. |

SOLICITOR CATHCART: ---our video, a redacted copy of
it. , . .

THE COURT: .A11 right. well, just give me a copy.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes,.sir.

THE COURT: Before you leave, Mr. Bailey, sometime
today, let me give it to my law clerk and make sure it
works,

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And I know how to work 1it.
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MR. BAILEY: I think that's a problem for us too

| sometimes.

THE COURT: Cause the last one I had wouldn't, wou1dh't
work for some unknown reason and then I'11 hear from the |
officer in the morning.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How long 1is his testimony gonna take?

SOLICITOR CATHCART: His testimony, as to Jackson v.
Deno, is basically, just explain why he was there, the

rights he read to him, the fact that it's free and voluntary

as can be seen on the video, it's gonna be about that quick.

THE COURT: How long do you think.it will take,
Mr. Bailey?- |

MR. BAILEY: I think I'11 probably have about --
probably about maybe ten minutes of questioning. I mean ten
minutes cross on him. |

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Your Honor, we would---

THE COURT: 9:157? ’

MR. BAILEY: Sure. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 9:15 1in the morning.

 SOLICITOR CATHCART: we would actually have not just

him but also our officer out of Mississippi. I just won't
go over the State now cause I can't pronounce the city. |
Pascagoula.

THE COURT: Is he here?
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SOLICITOR CATHCART: He is here. We -- he has driven
up here and he's not here right now but he's here with his
wife at the whatever hotel he's in. But he is available to
testify. Basically he's gonna testify to the fact he was
with the U.S. Marshall Service when he was arrested and
nobody tried to interview him.

THE COURT: 9:15 in the morning.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

MR. BAILEY: Okay. _

THE COURT: Okay. All right.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: And then the other thing is just

the Neil v. Biggers.

MR. BAILEY: We can do the Biggers now unless you want

to---

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Whichever.

THE COURT: Okay. ATl right.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Your Honor, I believe you're
talking about -- said sidney Moore, about State v. Moore, if

you want to have a topy of it?
THE COURT: 1I'm trying to make her do it.
'SOLICTITOR CATHCART: Regrettably this does not cite
williams in there at all.
THE COURT: Yeah, but those cases that are cited---
SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes.

THE COURT: ---williams, they always go this way.
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Yeah, give me a copy of it if you have it.
~ SOLICITOR CATHCART: Yes, sir.

(WHEREUPON, the advice of rights form was marked as
state's Exhibit No. 17 for 1dent1fication»purpose5 only at
this time.)

SOLICITOR :CATHCART: Your Honor, are you ready for us
to start?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. 4

- SOLICITOR CATHCART: At this time, State Cé115
Investigator Truluck.

THE COURT: Al1l right. * ves, sir, if you'd come around

and be sworn for us please.
; CRIS TRULUCK, being first duly
sworn, testified as follows:
" THE CLERK: Please have a seat and state your full name
for the record. ' ' '
THE WITNESS: Investigator Cris Truluck. -

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICTITOR CATHCART:

- Investigator Truluck, where are you employed?
Richland County Sheriff's Department.

In what capacity?

Major crimes investigator.

o r O r O

Pursuant to your position as a major crimes

investigator, were you involved in this case against Antwon
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Cris Tru]uck - Direct examination
| by solicitor Cathcart

Baker?
A Yes, sir.
Q In whatvéapacity?

A I was the lead investigator that hight for the -- for
this case.

Q okay. . And could you give the judge basically a rundown
as to what your investigation showed occurred on the night
of June the, I believe, 19th?

A Yes, sir, based on my investigation on June 19th,'I
responded after the, the shooting call and Mr. Geter had
deceased from his, from his wounds. I got into most of it
that night with just nicknames. I was able to develop a
nickname of the suspect. I beljeve we worked the next'day,
the day after. we kept researching leads. that we got and we
were able to detérmine Who the suspect was in the case would
be the defendant here.

Whét the investigation showed is that there was a
conflict between Mr. Geter and Mr. Baker regarding some
mechanics that was done. Mr. Baker worked on Mr. Geter's
car. I'm sorry. Mr. Geter worked on Mr. Baker's Ford
Exp1ofér. ‘There was a disagreement over the work that was
done in exchange for money. Based on that, Mr. Baker would
produce a pistol and end}up shooting Mr. Geter where he died
from his injuries.

Q okay. And in speaking to witnesses of this case, did
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| cris Truluck - Direct examination
| by Solicitor Cathcart

you have an opportunity to speak to a Tracea Vereen?

A - Yes, sir, I did.

Q okay. And what capacity did you speak to her or who is

she?

A She would be the victim's common law wife, Ms. Lessie
Brown's daughter. |

Q = Okay.

A dkay.

Q  And did she indicate that she was there on that date

when this all occurred?

A She was there that day where she saw Mr. Baker at the
scene, yes.' _ o

Q Okay. And did -- she saying that she was there when
the shooting occurred? |

A No, sir.

Q oOkay. when did she -- when was she there and in what,
what capacity was she there with Mr. Baker?

A Prior to this incident occurring, based on Tracea's
statement and Ms. Lessie Brown's statement, they had been
out shopping. And, when they returned home, the defendant

was there at the residence waiting on Mr. Geter to return-

home.
Q was she -- was the defendant there alone on that day?
A No, he was there with another subject.

Q And the other subject, did you -- were you able to
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| Cris Tfu1uck - Direct examination
by Solicitor cathcart

determine who that was?

A Yes.

Q was she able to tell you who. that was as all?

A I don't beljeve so at that point.

Q okay. At that point did she describe what these guys
looked 1ike?

A Yes. |

Q Did she describe the vehicle they arrived in?

A Yes, in a light colored cadillac with heavy damage to

the trunk area.

Q okay. Pursuant to,her description, were you able to

determine who was driving that car?
A Eventually I was.
Q And let me show you what's been marked aS~Statefs”
Exhibit No. 10 and 9. | o
All right} Do.you recognize what these depict?
A Yes, sir.

Q what is this?

A This would be the car that Mr. Baker drove to the scene

in with a Mr. Minger who was---

Q Do you know who---

1A ---AKA Mankey.

Q I'm sorry.
Do you know who was driving this car?

A~ Yes. Mr. Minger.
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Cris Truluck - Direct examination

| by solicitor cathcart

Mr. Minger was driving it?
Yes, sir.

Not Mr. Baker?

That's correct.

okay. So, he arrived -- he was there with Mr. Minger

at this location?

A
Q
A.

1Q

it?
"

Q
kind

A
Q
A

that

Yes, sir.

In this vehicle?

Yes, sir.
Is this the vehicle that -- as, as Ms. Vereen described
Yes.

Did Ms., did Ms. vereen, I be]ieve; a1$oA1ndicated what
of vehicle Mr. Baker owned ‘and Teft in.

Do you recall that?

Yes.

what did she say he was dfiving?

She described it as a b1ué Ford Explorer.

okay. Let me show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit No. 11.

Do you recognize what that is?

Yes, sir.

- wWhat is that?

This would be the vehicle that was seized from the case

Mr. Baker had driven to the scene and left there for
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lcris Truluck - Direct examination

by solicitor cathcart

{ Mr. Geter to do work on.

Q And y'all recovered it from where?

A His residence. |

Q okay. Is that, again, consistent with what Ms. Vereen
told -you? | |
A Yes.

Q okay. So, at, at someipoint,:you were able to

determine the name of Mr. Baker?

Yes, sir.
Did you develop a photo lineup from that? -
Yes, sir, I did.
who did you show that photo lineup to?
To Tracea.
well, first, who all did you show it to?.
How about that?
A I showed it to Ms. Lessie Brown, Clyde I believe. I

don't remember Clyde's last name.

Q Mr. Clyde Spearman?

A Spearman, yes. Clyde Spearman, Ms. Brown, and Tracea.
Q Okay. And did Ms. Brown know Antwon Baker by face and
by name?

A Not before this incident.

Q No, no. Not MS. Vereen. I'm talking about Ms. Brown,
Lessie Brown, did she---

A "Yes. Yes.
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Cris Truluck - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

i Q And she knew him as --7

1A Kilo.

Q okay. Mr. Spearman, does he know him by a néme as
well? |

A Kilo.

Q  Kilo.

It's Kilo he's known for a long time? .
A Yes.

Q okay. Is there any reason, since these guys knew him

: by'hame and sight, a name and sight, did you do a photo

Tineup on them?
A I did.
Q : Wh& did you~do a photo lineup since they already knew
them? | '
A He -- just to strengthen the identification of it to
help the case, and it's-just common practﬁce for me to do
that anyways. |
Q okay. Did Ms. vereen indicate that: she knew him before
this day? |
A No.
Q okay. And so, did you show her a photo Tineup as well?
A Yes, sir, I did.

(WHEREUPON, the photo lineup was marked as State's
Exhibit No. 18 for identification purposes only af this

time.)
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Cris Truluck - Direct examination

| by solicitor cathcart

la okay. Let me show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit No. 18.
MR. COMISH: No objection.

THE COURT: State's 18 for identification purposes -

O

3

=
<

SOLICITOR CATHCART: oOnly, yes, sir.

'Q Do you'recognize what that is?

A Yes, sir.

Q And what is that?

A That is the photo lineup that I showed Ms. Vereen.
l1a okay. Ms. Vereen, when did you show her that?

A It would be September the 17th,

Q . September the 17th of---

A 2015.

Q 2015.

Did you teT] her who to pick out?-‘
A I did not.
Q Did you give her any indication whO'ydu_wanted her to
pick out?
A I did not.
Q Did she have any problem picking out a person?
A No, sir.

Q ‘'who did she pick out as the person that she saw at her

A Mr. Antwon Baker would be Photo Number 4.
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| Cris Truluck - Direct examination
| by Solicitor Cathcart

1Q Photo Number 4 on what's been marked as identification

State's No. 18?7
A Yes,.sir.
Q And she circled his face? .
A Put her 1initials inside and_signed it.
Q Okay. She also, on that date, did you ask her to
identify:the guy who' was driving the vehicle as well?
A Yes, sir, I did. |
Q Let me show you -- Whoops. I'mvsorry. strike that.
‘(WHEREUPON, -the driving record of Mr. Minger was marked
as State's Exhibit No. 19 for identification burposés-on]y
at this time.) . | - -
Q I show you what's marked as State's Exhibit No. 19 for
1dehtificati6n»purposes on1y;- o
MR. COMISH: .without objection.
Q° Do you recognize what that is? .

Yes, sir, it's South Carolina DMV photo of Mr. Minger.

Q Mr. Minger. '

That would be the person who owned the Cadi11at?
A Yes, sir.
Q  Did she recognize him as well?
A Yes, sir.
Q And then write on there that she recognized him?
A Yes. '
Q okay. Thank you, sir.
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Cris Truluck - Direct examination

I by solicitor Cathcart -

That was done the same day as.the photo ID of the
defendant?
A Yes, sir.
Q when you spoke to Ms. Vereen, she was present when her
mother picked out the photo 1lineup too, correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q And that would of been . back in June 22nd I believe?
A Hold on. June 24th,
Q. - Yeah, I'm wrong. | , _

On June 24th, the mother picked him out of the photo
1ineup?' |
A Yes, sir. |
Q - So, that would be three months before Ms. vereen had
the opportunity to look: at .the -- a six pack herself?
A Yes. ”
Q Did she indicate that she had any problem or was
affected in anyway by her mother's pick as to her pick?
A NQ; she only indicated that she had never -- the only
other time she had ever seen this photo was when Ms. BroWn
identified him. |
Q okay. But she had no -- she -- the identification that
she did on this date was fromvwhat she said she saw and
recbgnized him from the -- when she was -- when he was out
there that day?

A Yes, sir, that is correct.
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Cris Truluck - Direct examination

{ by Solicitor Cathcart

Q okay. She -- the murder occurred at what time?

A I don't have my in -- incident report present. If you
can---

Q I---

A ---refresh my memory.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: 1I'm sorry, Your Honor. I haven't
asked this from the beginning.. I've been meaning to for ‘the
record. | | .

May I approach the witness?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

Q Let me show you a copy of the original incident heport.

Does that -- would that help refresh your memory as to
the times?

A Yes, sir.

Q  Okay. And what time did the murder occur?

A  Between 19:00 hours and 19:05, which would bé 7:00PM
and 7:05pPm.

Q okay. And this would be in June?

A Yes, sir.

Q okay. And when -- what time was jt that Ms. Vereen
indicated that she is speaking with the defendant?

A It would of been during the daytime.

Q Earlier in the day?

A Yep. Yes.

Q | okay.
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cris Truluck - Direct examination
by Solicitor Cathcart

A It would of been earlier before this incident.

Q So, before the hours of darkness?

A Yes, sir.

Q .And she indicated that she saw him right there at, at
the front lawn? '

A Yes, correct. When they came back shopping -- from
their shopping trip.

Q All right. Thank you.

A It was still actually daylight when I arrived, which

was, I be1ieve, around eight o'clock.

'‘Q A1l right. okay.

A - 8:11 when I arrived. .It was still daylight then.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Beg the Court's indulgence.

THE COURT: vYes, sir.

(Pause.)
Q Please answer any questions from defensé>counse1.'

THE COURT: .Thank you, solicitor.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Thank you, Your Honor.

. MR. COMISH: Thank you, Your Honor.

May it please the cCourt. |
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. COMISH:

Q Good afternoon, Investigator Truluck.
A Good afternoon, sir.

MR. COMISH: Madam Court Reporter, can I ask you to

82




© ® N O VA W N R

A e R A S S T N e el e S S = WY S Uy S Sy S Gy B
Ln-waI—AOkDOO\IOWLnAwEHS

83

I Cris Truluck - Cross-examination

By Mr. Comish :

mark this please?

Investigator Truluck, when you first did the photo
Tineup for Ms. Brdwn, Ms. Vereen was present fof the Tineup?
A Yes, sir.

Q I'l1l ask you -- I apologize. Take a look at this once
we have it marked.

(WHEREUPON, é photo 1ineup was marked as pefendant’'s
Exhibit No. 1 for jdentification -purposes 0n1y at this
time.)

Q  Let me -- thank you. May I approach the witness, Your
Honor? |
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
Q Do ybu hétognize this, Invést{gafor Truluck?
A Yes, sir. _
Q  Is that the photo lineup you showed Ms. Brown on
June- 19th? |

A ves, sir, June 21St,

Q  Excuseé me. June 215t. I apologize.
A Yes, sir.
Q  And Ms. Vereen was present when you had Ms. Brown

complete that Tlineup?

A Yes, sir.

Q I'm gonna show you what's already been exhibited --
entered as State's 18. That is, in fact, the lineup you

showed Ms. Vereen sometime later.
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Cris Truluck - Cross-examination

By Mr. Comish

Is that correct?

Yes, sir.
Those two lineups are identical, are they not?
They are. |
Thank you, 1nVestigator.
I beg the Court's indulgence.
(Pause.)
Q Investigator, those are -- when I say -- identical in

every respect, are they not?
A Everything but the signatures, yes, sir.
Q Thank you, investigator. '

No further questions.

THE COURT: Redirect, solicitor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR CATHCART:

Q Just to be straight for the record.

So, the photo lineups were shown to Ms. Brown on the
215, 1 thought you said 24th, Let me ask to just make:
sure that's.correct.

It's the 215t of June?
It's dated the 215T,

okay.
Looks Tlike---

. Then you didn't---

> o r O P

---dated the wrohg date.

84




O 00 N O uvi A W N R

N NN N NN R B R R R R R R
i B W N B O W 0 N O U A W N R O

5

cris T(u]uck - Redirect examination
by Solicitor Cathcart

Q So, it looks 1like -- the one in front of you -- so,
it's on the 215%?

A Oh, I'm sorry. The photo Tineup was.shown‘to her on
the 215t. 1 took the statement from her on the 24th.

Q' Okay.

That's where it's---

Okay. I just wanted to make sure it's clear.

Yeah, that's correct. The 215t, -

o r O r

Okay. Great.
" Thank you. No further questions for the defendant --
the investigator. |
THE COURT: Recross?
MR. COMISH: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very much, Detective
Truluck.
- THE WITNESS: Thank you, sir.
THE COURT: You may stand down.
' SOLICITOR CATHCART: Your Honor, at this time the State
calls Tracea Vereen.
THE COURT: Al1 right. Yes, ma'am, if you'd come
around please and be sworn.
SOLICITOR CATHCART: well, she's still outside.
TRACEA VEREEN, being first duly

| sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please have a seat.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by Solicitor Cathcart

(Wwitness complies.)
THE BAILIFF: State your name for the record.
- THE WITNESS: My name is Tracea Vereen.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

'BY SOLICITOR CATHCART:

Q Ms. Vereen, where do you live or where have -- do
you -- no, I don't guess that works.
where do you Tive?
A I live off of -- I 1ive at Larch wood Drive.
okay. And that's in Columbia?
Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

columbia, south carolina.

Q Back in June of 2015, where was your mama 1iving?

A she was 1iving at Fiske Street.

Q who was she Tiving with?

A Mr. willie Geter. -

Q okay. And they lived together for a long period of
time?: |

A Yes, they lived in that house since been maybe ten or

eleven years old.

Q okay. And what does Mr. Geter do there?

A He was a mechanic.
Q was a mechanic?
A Known as a mechanic but he do other house work and

paint job, whatever needs, you know.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by Solicitor Cathcart

Q And when he does mechanic work, where does he do that?

1A Mostly in the backyard. Always in the backyard.

Q Okay. Ahd on June the l9th, did you and your mother
go out shopping?
wé11,~actua11y we had just -- I was getting off work.
okay'. '
And I was dropping her. off home.
Okay.
 And that's when we seen Mr. Antwon in the front ‘yard.

Okay. And who-all was with ydu when this is happening?

and my boyfriend, Tron Harrison.

Q okay. And y'all were dropping her off that day?

1A Uh-huk. (Affirmative).

I was -- shé's, she's my babysitter at my house, and,

when I get off, I take her back home to Fiske Street:

Q okay. And, on that date when y'all dropped her off,

was anybody there that was unusual?

A Yes, it was. Two ma]eé and it was a Cadillac pafked in
the - front yérd.

Q okay. Wwhat was unusual about a cCadillac being parked
in the front yard? | |

A Don't nobody usually park in the front yard unless you

-1ike family or known and it's not normal.

Q okay. And does anything particular -- different about -

87

My mother, Lessie Brown, my two kids, my two daughters,




88

W 00 N o v b W N R

NORNONN NN R R R R R R R R
Vi A W N R O © 00NV A W N RO

A

| they

> O > O P O

Q B

| Tracea vereen - Direct examination
| by solicitor cathcart

| the cadillac?

It was real beat up. Like they, they was Tooking Tike
was fixing on it or trying to put it back together.
So, they were working on the car?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

which is - normally happens in the backyard?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative). |

okay. |

That car looked 1ike it had done got in a wreck or

| something. I'm not sure.

Okay. Let me show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit No. 10 and 9.

Do you .recognize what these are---

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

 ——-pictures of?

> 0 r O P L

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

The Cadillac that was in the yard.

That 1is the Cadillac that was in the yard?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Is that -- did you describe that to fhe police---
Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

---on that day?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Yeah, the bumper was off and he put the bumper back on.

okay. So, it looks like it's been tied on with some
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? Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
| by Solicitor Cathcart

| stuff?

A Yeah.

Q  Okay. Wwhat time about was it when y'all got there?.

A I get off at 4:00. 'so, it had to of been between 4:30
and 5:30 that I dropped her off home: |

Q AhdAthis was in June?
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q Was it still light outside---
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q ---when she'was dropped her?
,A'  It was daylight. " It -was still day11ght A
Q :”fbkay. And did you have an opportunity to ta1k to these
pe6p1é in the front yard?
A No. ' ,
la - was anybody talking to thém?
‘A We did -- I spoke but that was it.
Q okay. o
A 'No, nho conversation.
Q Did you have én opportunity to see---
A Yes.
Q ---those people?
A - Yeah, I did see them.
Q Okay.
A - Cause we was really looking at it. Don;t no -- doh't

nobody use to be in the backyard. oOnly -- when I did Tive
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| Tracea Vereen - Direct exam1nat1on
| by solicitor Cathcart

there, I was the only one that had a car and I parked in the
front yard. ‘ |
Q Okay. sSo, it's kind of odd that they were in the front
yard? | |

A It was real odd, yes. It was real odd.

Q And that drew your attention to them?:

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q Did you have an opportunity to see this -- the
defendant's face? |

A Yes, I did.

1Q Now,,canjyou describe to the jhdge‘howvyou werevable to

see his face? A

A when I got out the car, we was looking -- when.I got
out my car, we was looking at him and I noticed like he
didn't -- they didn't look Tike they belong in the front
yard. They didn't know where td go at. |

Q Okay. :

A So, they was sitting up there in the-frontlyard fixing
on that cadillac. '

Q - Okay. And what happened after you observed them at, at

the front yard and y'all got there with your mama?

A They stayed in the front yard. Mama had a little
conversation with them. They said that they‘was waiting on
Bo and whatever, and I say about two or three minutes after

that, me and my kids and my boyfriend left.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

okay. Wwhen you say Bo, who's Bo?
Mr. willie Geter.

Mr. willie Geter?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

The decedent in this case?

The victim?
uh-huh. (Affirmative):.
* So, they were in the front yard waiting on him?

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A " Yeah.
Q

A

Q

A ‘Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q

- ‘Okay. And did Mr. Geter show up at that point when you

were there?

A well, by the time _- no, because by the time -- I guess

when when I left, that s when he obviously came home.

Q okay And when you: left, did you leave with who7

A I 1eft with my k1ds and my boyfriend, Tron Harrison.
Q -Okay " You looked -- you Just dropped off Ms. Brown———

A Uh—huh (AFFirmative).

Q ---and that was it?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q Okay.

A .Probab1y stayed maybe five to six minutes and we left.

Q okay. And, at that time when you were there, how long

would you say that you were there?

A It was about a good five to six minutes.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

Five to six minutes---

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

---that you were in the presence---

Uh-huh.  (Affirmative).

---of this man?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

That you observed this man?

Uh-huh. (Affirmativej.

was anything blocking your ability to see him?

No, not at all cause we parked right behind them.
And after y'all left, did you hear about anything
happen1ng that day? ' | |

A Yes, as soon as 1t happened, my mama ca11ed me and was
say1ng that he had got -- Mr. willie Geter had got shot.
Q - okay. she told you who did it?

A she was -- it was too much going on at the time. we
didn't really talk about that, discuss that on the phone.
was just trying td get over there to her and him.

But she told you---

Yeah, after---

--—-the moments that was occurring---

Uh-huh.- (Affirmative).

Exactly.

> O r O r O

Yeah, after I got there and everything happened with

the situation was before we left there and how it happened.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

Q okay. And then, on the 215t,¢was when, two.days later,
investigators showed her. a picture or a photo lineup of the
defendant or you recall that? ‘

A Say that again.

Q Did the investigator ever show your mother a picture

‘lineup of -- or do you re£a11‘that?

A Yes, he did.

Q Okay. And you were subsequently, on September of 2015,
September the 17th, you were shown a photo Tineup?

A Uh-huh. . (affirmative). |

Q Okay. Did you bése your recognition of the defendant

on what you saw that day or basically on what you saw---

A Yeah.

Q- ---your mama say?
1A what I saw that day. That was mostly the same picture

that I seen with him face-to-face.

Q That person that you saw in this photo Tineup is the
person you saw face-to-face for five minutes? |

Yes, I did.

The person who was in your---

In the driveway.

---mama's driveway---

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

---right before the murder occurred?

> O » O P O P

Yes, I did.
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

Q Did you have -- does the -- did the investigator give
you ény indication who to pick out? |

No, not at all.

Do you---

I remember his face.

You remember his face?

uh-huh. (Affirmative).

It's no doubt in your mind you know who did this --

No doubt in my mind, yeah.

o » O r O r Lo »

-- or. at least what this guy who was in the front yard
who he was? | ’

vuh-huh. (Affirmative).

A
Q Do you see him present in the courtroom today? .
A I do. |
Q Can you point him out to the judge p1ease?
A Right there.
Q Right there.
what's he wearing?
A He's wearing a white shirt.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: oOkay. Please let the record
reflect she's identified, identified the defendant in this
case.

THE COURT: So reflected.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Thank you, Your Honor.

Q Do you recall telling the officers what kind of car
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| Tracea vereen - Direct examination

by solicitor Cathcart

Mr. Geter was workfng on?

A with his car or the car in the front yard?

Q ‘Not the car in the front yard but the car -- your
mother, I believe, had indicated it was a Jeep‘cherokee and

you indicated it was something else?

‘A ,The'Jeep Cherokee and the Ford Explorer?

Q  Yeah, the Jeep -- did you correct your mother about it

‘being a Ford Explorer---

A Yeah.

Q  ---and ‘not a Jeep Cherokee?

A Yeah, cause she kept saying it was a Jeep Cherokee and
I remember saying it was a Ford Explorer cause it was back
there a couple days I want to say.

‘Okay. |

Yeah;

And that, that would be the car that you recall?

Yeah, two door--- '

Two door Explorer?

> O r»r O r O

Two door Ford Explorer.

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Okay. Beg the Court's indulgence.

(Pause.)
Q okay. Do you recall giving a statement back on
September 17t 3150 that day you picked him out of the
bhoto Tineup?

A I believe I wrote a statement when I went down to the
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1 Tracea Vereen - Direct examination

by Solicitor Cathcart

Richland County Sheriff's Department.

Q Okay.

A That was the day I got off of work and I had to meet
with Mr. Truluck.

Q okay. And let me show you --.

(WHEREUPON, é statement was*marked as State's Exhibit
No. 20 for identification purposes only at this time.)

SOLICITOR CATHCART: Thank you.

MR. COMISH: Without objection.

Q  Show you what's been marked State's Exhibit No. 20 for
identification. ' |

Do you recognize what thét 187
A Yes, it's the statement that I wrote.

SOLICITOR 'CATHCART: May I approach the witness again,
Your Honor?

I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

Q And I'm just trying to make sure I understand.the
story -- what you indicated happened.

I believe, in your statement, you indicated that your
mama and Tron get out of the car and you went home to
change?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q Is that what happened?
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
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Tracea Vereen - Direct examination
by solicitor Cathcart

Q You Teft Tron and your mama at the house?

la well, Tron, no. Me and Tron left. Tron dropped me off

home and he had to go to Lexington to make a stop up there.
He had to go up that way.

Q Okay. ‘

A That's a part of my statement.

Q You picked up Tron --'so, you went and picked up-fron
at Augusta Highway?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q Okay.

A He Was -- yeah. |

Q okay. And then you also indicated, when you pulled up
to get Tron, I saw the guy, the older guy, and Bo in the |
backyard working on ‘the Cadillac? | '

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q And that older guy being the guy who owned the Cadillac
as well? ' ' |

A Yes. ) ,

Q And that'd bé'the guy whp's sitting here today?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q okay. Ms. Vereen, is there any doubt in your mind the

person who's sitting right there is the same person that was

|in your front yard---

A No, sir.

Q  ---the day of the murder?
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Tracea Vereen - Cross-examination
by Mr. Comish

A
Q

There's no doubt in my mind.

Thank you. Any questions -- please answer any

questions by the defense counsel. Thank you.

MR. COMISH: May it please the Court, Your Honor.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. COMISH:

Good afternoon, Ms. Vereen.

Good afternoon. | J

Now, we had a little -- is it-Traéy or Tracea?
It's Tracea.

Tracea?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

A1l right. I was right.

okay. You just indicated that you were at work the day

of the incident.

o

o »r O P O r

Is that correct?

You say I was at work?:

That's right.

You -- during the -- you, you had worked that day?
I had worked that day.

what time did you.go to work that day?

Eight o'clock.

Where do you -- where were you working at the time?
I work at UscC.

what do you do for uscC?
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Tracea Vereen - Cross-examination
by Mr. Comish

I'm a cook.

You're a cook?

uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Is that hard work?

Not really. I been there---
DO you come home tired?
---ten years, yeah.

Do you come home tired?

RO O T O T O P

Were you tired that day?

A~ No, not at all.

Q Okay Al right. when you got to the house ‘you

d1dn t interact with the person standing there beyond
exchang1ng ‘pleasantries, correct?

A Uh-huh. (affirmative)..

Q -~ oOkay. Now, after the incident habpened, you were with
your mother when Investigator Truluck showed her a lineup?
A uh-huh. (Affirmatiye). ‘

) I was present.

And you saw that 11heup? ' ' .
Uh-huh. (Affirmative). |

And you saw your mother.complete that lineup?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

o » O r» O

Later on, I believe it was September, you went to
Richland County headquarters to give ‘a statement and---

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
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Tracea Vereen - Cross-examination
by Mr. Comish

Q ---complete a lineup?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q correct?

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q lIn that statement, you actually indicated that you
recalled seeing pictures of Mr. Brown with your mother?
A Who is Mr. Brown?

Q Excuse me. The defendant in the Tineup.

would it refresh your memory to, to take a look at the

statement to see what you said?

A You said Brown or Baker?

Q -~ Excuse me. Did I say Brdwn?

I mean Baker. - I apologize.

See, he was cohfusing me. °

I apologize. As I know, this one's a Tittle confusing.

Can you start that over?

o r O P

Let's back up.

A1l right.

Thank you.

You had a conversation with Mr. Truluck, correct?

Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

o r O »r

And he asked you had you ever seen or have I ever
showed ypu pictures of Mr. Baker before.
Do you recall him asking you that?

A No.
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A Meaning. 1ike have I seen -- have I ever seen a picture?

| the 1ineup other .than that, no.

Tracea Vereen - Cross-examination
by Mr. Comish

Q A1l right. would it refresh your memory to review your
statement for a second?
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
| That's fine. |

MR. COMISH: Okay. May I approach the witness, Your
Honor?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

SOLICITOR CATHCAkT: oh, here. I'm sorry. I brought
it back with me. | |

MR. COMISH: okay.r Thank you.

All right. Read this right there.

Q well, the question is, at that point, did you recall

seeing a picture of Mr. Baker in the past?

A Before the case or --?

Q No, no. Just when you were having a conversation --

A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).

Q- -- with Investigator Truluck --

A . Uh-huh. . (Affirmative).

Q -- he asked you if you had ever seen a picture of Mmr.
Baker. _ |

A oh,‘no, I never. The only picture that I ever seen was

Q And that's my question.
A okay. '
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Tracea Vereen - Cross-examination
by Mr. Comish

‘Q . So, you recall, at that point, .that you had already

seen the lineup?
A Yeah.
Q and that was before you completed your own Tineup?
A Uh-huh. (Affirmative).
Q A1l right. Thank you. I apologize for the confusion.
I know th