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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

March 24, 2016 | -
PEREZ ANTWON BROOKS In reply, refer to:

3515 PINEWOQODRD : 319/CB
SUMTER SC 29154 - File Number: 418214136
PEREZ BROOKS

©IMPORTANT ~Teply needed - T

Dear Mr. BROOKS:

We received information indicating that your disability prevents you from managing your
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits. We received this information from:

o Medical Treatment Record - Government F acility-Dr. Munford, competency

VA must decide if you need help managing your VA benefit payments. We will base our
decision on all the evidence we already have and any other evidence you wish to send us.
However, before we make our final decision, you have the right to submit any evidence,
information, or statement that will present your side of the case.

Should you wish to authorize another person to speak to us regarding your case, we have
inchuded VA Form 21-0845, duthovization to Disclose Personal Information to a Third Party,
for your convenience. ~

What We Propose to Do

We propose that you need the help of another person or institution, called a fiduciary, to manage
your VA benefits. We will directly pay this fiduciary any money VA owes you, This fiduciary
must use your payments for your benefit and is responsible to VA for their use.

We have enclosed a copy of our Rating Decision for your review. It provides a detailed
explanation about our proposal, the reasons for it, and the evidence considered.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
-~ VARO Columbia
6437 Garners Ferry Rd
Columbia, SC 29209

PEREZ BROOKS

VA File Number
418 21 4136

Represented By:
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS

Rating Decision
03/23/2016

INTRODUCTION

The records reflect that you are a Veteran of the Gulf War Era. You served in the Army
from October 8, 2002 to April 6, 2005. You filed a new claim for benefits that was received
on December 10, 2015. Based on a review of the evidence listed below, we have made the
following decision on your claim. ' '

DECISION
A finding of incompetency is proposed.
EVIDENCE

« Letter from Lorell Munford, MD, received December 10, 2015
« Veteran's Claims Assistance Act (VCAA) Letter, Dated January 26, 2016

d
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PEREZ BROOKS
418214136

20f2

REASONS FOR DECISION

Competency to handle disbursement of funds.

A mentally incompetent person is defined as one who, because of injury or disease, lacks
the mental capacity to control ar manage his or her own affairs, including disbursements of
funds without limitation. Where there is a doubt as to whether the beneficiary is capable of
administering his or her funds, such doubt will be resolved in favor of competency.

We received evidence from your physician that you are unable to manage your financial affairs.
Since there is a definitive finding of incompetency by a physician in this case, and you are not

shown to be able to manage personal affairs to include disbursement of funds, we propose 1©
make a determination of incompetency for VA purposes.

REFERENCES:

Title 38 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Pensions, Bonuses and Veterans' Relief contains

the regulations of the Department of Veterans Affairs which govern entitlement to all veteran

benefits. For additional information regarding applicable laws and regulations, please consult
your local library, or visit us at our web site, www.va.gov.
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