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THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, are you ready?

MS. PARR: Your Honor, the State is ready.

THE COURT: Call the case please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time the State would
call indictment 08-GS-21-317 against Anthony Williamson,
Anthony Williamson. Your Honor, do you want me to tell
the charges or would you like to?

THE COURT: Yes, tell the charges.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, the State is proceeding
against the defendant from trafficking in cocaine base, as
well as possession of cocaine base within proximify ofa
school or park.

THE COURT: Mr. Bailiff, in the back.

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Call the name of Anthony Williamson
three times in the hallway please.

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

(Pause.)
THE BAILIFF: Your Honor, I called the name three

times in the hallway and got no respond.
THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, we proceed with the case
as a trial in absentia subject to the constitutional rules

that will be applied at a later time.
Jurors in the audience, the trial today as we

commence is Anthony Williamson charged with trafficking in
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cocaine base and possession of cocaine base with intent to
distribute in regard to proximity of a school or park. We
proceed under constitutional guides and limitations. It
is a trial in the absence of the defendant known as a TIA.
That acronym, trial in absentia, means that we must apply
constitutional rules to the trial. One, one, no kind of
inference is to be drawn from the absence of the
defendant. His absence is not to be used against him. He
may have a valid reason for not being here so that will
not be used under any circumstances against the absent
defendant. Is there any member of the jury panel who is
related by blood or connected by marriage to Anthony
Williamson, if so, please stand?

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: ‘Is there any member of the jury panel
who has any direct or indirect connection whatsoever with
the defendant Anthony Williamson, if so, please stand?

(There was no response.).

THE COURT: Witnesses for the State, as I call your
name please stand and remain standing until I posit the
query to the panel. Please remain standing. William
Nida, John Calhoun, Bob Drulis, Kendrick Spears -- where's
Kendrick Spears?

MS. PARR: He will be right back, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al right. Michael Brandt, Shannon
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Hill.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, he's stepped out too a
second.

THE COURT: Beth Hoover.

Is there any member of the jury panel who is related
by blood or connected by marriage to any of these

witnesses who are standing facing you now? If so, please

stand.

Your name please.

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Donna Ward.

THE COURT: Let me get your number.

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: 1317.

THE COURT: 137. Yes, your connection please.

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Iam related to Mr. Drulis'
wife.

THE COURT: And how close is that connection? Is it
first cousin or?

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: First cousin.

THE COURT: I'm sorry?

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: First cousin.

THE COURT: First cousin. She will be excused under
the line of consanguinity. Just have a seat please.

Anyone else? Let me pose this query in regard to
the witnesses. Is there any member of the jury panel who

has any direct or indirect connection of any nature
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whatsoever with any of these witnesses, if so, please
stand.

Your name please.

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Robert Lee, 74.

THE COURT: Yes.

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Shannon Hill, if it's the same
officer I think I'm a friend of his.

THE COURT: Are you able to assure the Court that
you can and will give both the State and the Defendant a
fair and impartial trial?

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Yes, s:.r

THE COURT: Will you do that?

THE POTENTIAL JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated. Thank
you. Please be seated. Please be seated, folk.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, this is Kendrick Spears.

THE COURT: Kendrick Spears just walked in. Is
there any member of the jury panel who needs to respond in
regard to Kendrick Spears? ’

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be seated. The
allegation or averment is contained in the document called
an indictment. The indictment is not evidence. It does

not prove anything in the case. It's simply the charging

paper used to bring the matter for court action. Is there
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any member of the jury panel who has ever heard this case
discussed in any form or fashion? It involves a general
allegation that Anthony Williamson did in Florence County
on September 13, 2007, commit the offense in regard to
trafficking in cocaine base and that he did possess

cocaine base with intent to distribute within proximity of

a school or park, two separate charges.

Anyone on the jury panel who has ever heard this
case discussed in any form or fashion, if so, please
stand?

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel
who cannot give both the State and the Defendant a fair
and impartial trial? If not, please stand.

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: Is there any member of the jury panel
who is conscious of or aware of any bias or prejudice for
or against the State or the Defendant? If so, please
stand.

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: The pending charges relate to drug
offenses under South Carolina law. Is there any member of
the jury panel who has any personal feelings or propensity
in regard to a charge such as this that would impair your

ability to give a fair and impartial trial? If so, Please
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stand.
(There was no response.)

THE COURT: Any further query for the State?

MS. PARR: Yes, Your Honor. We have one additional
witness, Mrs. Doris O'Hara from the Clerk of Court's
Office. _

THE COURT: Doris O'Hara, stand please. Is there
any member of the jury panel who is related by blood or
connected by marriage or has any direct or indirect
connection with the chief deputy clerk of court Doris
O'Hara, please stand?

(There was no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Any further queﬁ,
Ms. Solicitor?

MS. PARR: No, the State would have none, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Allright. The peremptory challenges
are five and five. We will at the appropriate time get to
one alternate in the case.

Ms. Clerk, you are recognized. Ms. Clerk, just one
second.

I may have been deli:iquent in not covering for you
the procedure. I'm not sure that Judge Russo covered this
procedure. The circuit court is bifurcated in two

divisions, the Court of General Sessions is the criminal
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court, and the Court of Common Pleas is the civil court.
This is the court of General Sessions. We draw the jury
here under constitutional mandates that relate to a public
selection process. The jury selection process on the

civil side is totally different and distinct. Here we
require a public selection process which involves your
name being called and you coming forward to stand in front
of the State first. And we ascertain the position of the
State since it's a trial in absentia it will simply be the
position of the State. If the State excuses you you

return to your seat. If the State accepts you you'll be
asked to have a seat in the box to my right, which is the
jury box.

Now folk, if you get excused, don't go home and lose
any sleep over that fact. I mean, obviously the selection
process is subject to a choice. You might not have enough
hair to suit people in regard to the selection process.

Just relax, let the system work.

Proceed, Ms. Clerk.

Yes.

MR. LAWSON: May I approach?

(WHEREUPON, counsel approached the Bench

for an off-the-record discussion.)
THE COURT: Allright. My conference here with the

chief Bublic defender related to an individual who we




10

© 0 N O G » W DN -~

B DN DN DN DN DN e e et e e e e e
a & W DN = O © 00O N & 0 & W D =~ O

10

wanted to identify to make sure it had no nexus to the

case. Thank you.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: 85, Karen Hamill (white

female). If you would, Ma'am, get all your belongings and
come right through this gate. Come to the microphone and
face the back of the courtroom. Stand right there.

What say the State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Hamill.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT:  Please have a seatin
the jury box, ma'am.

81, Thomas Marsh (white male). What say the State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Marsh.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat in
the jury box please.

130, Timothy Timmons (black male). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Timmons. ,

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat in
the jury box.

152, Betty Alston (black female). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Alston.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: You may have a seat in

the jury box.
18, Elizabeth Brayboy (black female). What say the
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State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. B:fayboy.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat.

125, Richard Tatum (white male). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Tatum.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seatin
the jury box. _

77, Shannon Lewellen (white female). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Lewellen.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat in
the jury box.

166, Patricia Watford (white female). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Watford.

THE COURT: Please have a seat in the jury box.

12, Jane Boardwine (white female). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Boardwine.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat in
the jury box, ma'am.

134, Charles Vant (white male). What say the State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Vant.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat in
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the jury box.

69, Janice Henderson (white female). What say the
State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Henderson.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seatin
the jury box.

126, David Taylor (white male). What say the State?

MS. PARR: Please present Mr. Taylor. |

THE COURT: Karen Hamill, come forward and be the
foreperson of this jury. Take seat number one. Mr.
Taylor, would you move down to that seat. We will have
one alternate. One alternate.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: 11, Candy Blackmon
(white female). What say the State? |

MS. PARR: Please present Ms. Blackmon.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seatin
the jury box.

THE COURT: Ms. Blackmon, I need for you to use that
seat at all times since you'll be the alternate.

Ms. Hamill, sit in that seat at all times.

The rest of you may sit at any location other than
those two designated seats. Now jurors, I must take up
matters of law here now. Hopefully it will not be long.
It may be that after I take up some matters of law in your

case I draw another jury while you're in the back, but
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1 | justlet me make some progress in regard to jurors in

2 cases. And please be patient. Fix them some coffee and

3 | whatever. Go to your jury room please.

4 (WHEREUPON, the jury was removed from the courtroom at
85 | approximately 12:01 p.m., and the following proceedings

6 | commenced in open court.)

7 THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, are you in the next case
8 | also?

9 MS. PARR: No, Your Honor, I am not.

10 THE COURT: If we're going to draw a jury in that
11 | case let me do that before I visit these constitutional

12 | issues.

13 (Break in proceedings.)

14 THE COURT: Let's go back to the first case. Let me
15 | ascertain whether that case can proceed. You lawyers just
16 | stand by and I'll come back to you in just a moment.

17 All right, Ms. Solicitor, we proceed now with an

18 | analysis of the position of State versus Anthony

19 | Williamson. It is done under Article I, Section 14 of the
20 | South Carolina Constitution and the Sixth Amendment of the
21 | United States Constitution. We then proceed to give
22 | efficacy to Rule 16 of the South Carolina Rules of

23 | Criminal Procedure. The Court applies State versus Goude,
24 | cited omitted; State versus Fairy, cite omitted; Ellis

25 | wversus State, cite omitted; State versus Bell, cite
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omitted. We then analyze the analysis in regard to the
requirements to try a defendant in absentia: One,
defendant inust have voluntarily waived his right to be-
present; and two, the judge must find on the recoxd, (a),
defendant received notice of the right to be present, and
(b), the defendant was warned that a trial would proceed
in his absence if he failed to attend. City of Aiken
versus Koontz gives edification in regard to a defendant
being placed on bond.

Ms. Solicitor, call the withesses.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time we would call
Ms. Doris Poulos O'Hara to the stand. N

THE COURT: Left hand on the Bible, raise your right
hand please, Ms. Clerk.
WHEREUPON, |

DORIS POULOS O'HARA,

having been duly sworn by the Court, testified as
follows: _

THE COURT: Have a seat please and for the record
give your full name. |

THE WITNESS: Doris Poulos O'Hara.

THE COURT: Proceed.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q Ms. O'Hara, where are you employed?
A The Clerk of Court Office.
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Q InFlorence County?

A Florence County.

Q How long have you been with the Florence Clerk of
Court's office? |

A Almost 19 years.

Q And what is your position with them?

A I'm supervisor for criminal court.

Q Now have you been apprized of the case against Anthony

© 0 N o O W DD -

Tyrone Williamson on indictment 08-3177?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And was this defendant issued a bond in this

| S |
= O

ot
Do
3
o))
=
0]
~
g

13 | A Hewas

14 | Q And when was that bdnd issued?

158 | A September the 14th, 2007.

16 | Q Okay. And who was the issuing judge?

17 | A Judge Belinda Timmons.

18 | Q Now do you have a copy of the original bond in this

19 | matter?

20 | A TI've got the original.

21 | Q Now what was the condition of the defendant's bond?

22 | A The defendant was to appear at term of court of General
23 | Sessions beginning October 15th, 2007, at 9 a.m. at

24 | Florence General Sessions and remain throughout that term
25 | of cowrt. If no disposition is made during that term the
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defendant shall appear and remain throughout each

succeeding term of court until final disposition is made

of its case unless otherwise ordered by the Court.

Q And Madam Clerk of Court, was a bench warrant issued
for the defendant in this case?

A Iwould have to look. I--1wasn't asked to - I'll

get my bench warrant book. I'll be glad to look.

THE COURT: Lether 1ook. Who has the book?

MS. PARR: 4 Your Honor, can Madam Clerk step down to
get her book?

THE WITNESS: Bench warrant was issued on Anthony
Williamson, indictment 2008-317, March the 10th, 2009, by
the Honorable Ralph King Anderson, Jr.

BY MS. PARR:
Q Madam Clerk, you said you have a copy of the original
bond; is that correct?
A Ido. A
Q Okay. And Madam Clerk, was the defendant given or
provided a copy of this bond?
A Ibelieve he was.
Q Okay. And was he so advised of the conditions of his
bond as indicated on by his signature?
A He was. He signed it September 14th, 2007.
Q Okay.
MS. PARR: And Your Honor, the State would move to
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enter into evidence State's Exhibit Number 1.

THE COURT: Court's Exhibit Number 1 so as to keep

that from going before the jury.
MS. PARR: Your Honor, this is a copy of the
defendant's bond I will show Madam Clerk.
BY MS. PARR:
Q Do you recognize that?
A Ido.
Q Okay. And -
A That's a certified copy of Anthony Williamson's bond.

THE COURT: Once again, mark it as Court's Exhibit

Number 1.

(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit No. 1 was marked and made a

part of the record.)

MS. PARR: Nothing further for this witness, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Next witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, the State has no further
witnesses. |

THE COURT: Order: The issue is whether the
defendant can be tried in absentia. The constitutional
provisions and relevant precedent have been heretofore
referenced by the Court. The Court now specifically
applies State versus Castenera, 351 S.C. 638, State versus

Caldwell, 300 S.C. 494. The Court concludes and finds on
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the record that the defendant was given notice to appear
for court and has failed do so. Additionally, the Court
concludes that the defendant was made aware of the fact
fhat he could be tried in his absence. Concomitantly, the
State may proceed with a trial in absentia, and it is so
ordered.

All right, you ready to proceed if I bring the jury
out?

MS. PARR: Your Honor, if we could have a minute to
mark the exhibits for identification.

THE COURT: In the meantime I'm going to bring out
the second jury, the second jury, and let me talk to them
briefly.

o (Break in proceedings.)

THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, I am going to let you
mark the exhibits, but let me give you one caveat please.
Under Castenera and under Caldwell there will be no
reference to the defendant's absence during the State's
opening or closing. Iwill take care of that. Let the
Court take care of that. And the wﬁting of both those
cases gives some degree of circumspection to the argument
by the solicitor. You're familiar with that I'm sure.

MS. PARR: Yes. '

THE COURT: Come forward and mark the exhibits.
(WHEREUPON, State Exhibits Nos. 1 th:rough 8 were marked
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for identification only.)

MS. PARR: May it please the Court, State ready to
proceéd?

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Bailiff, you have the
jury cleaned up in regard to those ---

THE BAILIFF: Yes, sir, I have all the cell phones.
Yes, I have.

THE COURT: Okay, bring them out.
(WHEREUPON, the jury was returned to the courtroom at
approximately 12:47 p.m., and the following proceedings
commenced in open court.)

THE COURT: Ms. Clerk, give them the oath of office.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Members of the jury, if
you will stand and raise your right hand to be sworn.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was sworn.)

THE COURT: Jurors, turn and face me and give me
your attention piease. This is a trial in absentia. TIA
is an acronym standing for trial in absentia. That can be
done under constitutional guidelines. One, the defendant
Anthony Williamson is not present. That cannot be used
against him under any circumstances, and you cannot -- I
repeat again, jurors, you cannot even talk about that in
the jury room. That's not for your consideration. That
is not to be taken into account under any circumstances.

The defendant's absence cannot be used against him in this
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trial. Please, please abide by that instruction. That's
a constitutional instruction under both the constitution
of this state and the United States Constitution.

As we proceed, your role is to decide the facts of
the case. I do not have the right to pass upon the facts.
My role is to decide the law. We blend our duties and
responsibilities so that you might arrive at a verdict
that is just, fair and true; just, fair and frue to the
State, and just, fair and true to the Defendant in the
case.

Mr. Bailiff, get that back door please.

THE BAILIFF: All right, sir.

THE COURT: The word verdict comes from Latin. It's
a very important word. There are two words in Latin. The
first word in Latin is verus. It means truth. Under old
Latin the concept of pure fruth was emphasized, verus,
truth. The other word in Latin is dicto. It means to
speak. The two words are combined in Latin the word is
veredicto. When the foreperson stands and says, you've
reached a jury verdict, that verdict must speak the truth
in this case. You are known as jurors. That word also
comes from Latin. It's jurat. It means an oath person, a
person who has taken a solemn oath to do what, to do
justice in the case. Jurat, an oath person, person who

has taken a solemn oath.
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As we proceed to try this case there are two rules
that apply. One, under the constitution the State must
prove this defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
That's the burden of proof. Two, the defendant is
presumed to be innocent unless and until you, the jury,
remove that presumption of innocence by evidence
satisfying you of his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
Thank you for your attention.

Ms. Solicitor, you're recognized.

MS. PARR: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes.

MS. PARR: Members of the jury, good afternoon.
Today we're here for trial against the defendant. He has
been indicted for trafficking in cocaine base, also known
as crack cocaine and possession of cocaine base with
intent to distribute within proximity of a school or park.
We believe the evidence will show in this matter that on
September 13th, 2007, officers from the Florence Police
Department narcotics unit executed a search warrant at the
defendant's residence. We also believe the evidence will
show that upon searching the residence they found what is
commonly known as crack cocaine. We also believe the
evidence will show that the weight of that crack cocaine
was in -- in excess of 17-grams. I told you that the

defendant is chargl with traﬁicking in crack cocaine,
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and he is actually specifically charged with trafficking
in crack cocaine 10-grams, between 10-grams and 28-grams.
He's also charged with possession of cocaine base within
proximity of a school or park. We believe the evidence
will show that this was within one half mile of Lester
Park. |

Now the evidence you will hear today will come from
that witness stand by officers involved in this matter.
You will also hear evidence from the chemist who was
employed with SLED to analyze the drugs. Lastly, you will
also see or have an opportunity to view evidence, which
physical evidence, that was obtained from the scene. Now

once you've had an opportunity to do that, we would ask

that you find the defendant, Anthony Williamson, guilty of

trafficking in crack cocaine or cocaine base as well as
possession of cocaine base with intent to distribute
within one half mile of or within proximity of a school or
park. Thank you.

THE COURT: Call your first witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time we would call
Joe Nida to the stand.

THE CLERK OF COURT: If you would, sir, place your
left hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

WILLIAM JOSEPH NIDA,
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having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,

testified as follows:

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated. State

your full name for the record.
THE WITNESS: William Joseph Nida.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. PARR:
Q Officer Nida, where are you employed?

A Florence Police Department.

Q And what do you do for the Florence Police Department?

A TI'm currently with the special investigative unit, our
narcotics unit.

Q And how long have you been with the Florence Police
Department?

A Alittle over seven years.

Q And how long have you been in the special
investigations?

A A little over four years.

Q And what are your duties in that unit?

A Mostly we work narcotics and anything that fall under
organized crimes, gambling, prostitution, alcohol stings,
and such things like that.

Q Now have you had any special training for your job?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And would you Please tell the Court what special
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training you have with your job?

A TI've been to DEA basic.

Q Would yoﬁ please tell us what DEA stands for?

A Drug \Enforcement Administration. That is correct;
isn't it? Yeah, DEA.

THE COURT: Sometimes those acronyms get you; don't

they?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. I went through DEA basic
which was a two weeks course.
BY MS. PARR:
And have you gone to the criminal law enforcement?
Yes, ma'am, I did, in 2001.
Okay. And are you a certified law enforcement officer?

Yes, ma'am.

O ® 0 ™ 0

Now are you familiar with the so-called Miranda
warnings?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And did you have an occasion to advise suspects
of those rights during the course of your work in law
enforcement?

A That incident date or?

Q In general?

A In géneral, yes, ma'am.

Q Now in this particular case did you have occasion to do

that as well?
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A Yes, ma'am.

Q Now would you please tell us, when did you become
involved in the case that we're involved in today?

A Ireceived information on the incident location prior
to the date, I believe, of 9/11/2007 when I actually got a
search warrant and was executed on 9/13/2007.

Q Okay. And are you the lead investigator in this
particular case?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Now you said you had received information prior to
September 11th, 2007.

A Yes, ma'am, a confidential reliable informant with the
Florence Police Department stated that he or she observed
a quantity of cocaine base or crack on the premises.

Q Allright. And upon getting that information what did
you do?

A Iobtained a search warrant through our city court
here, Judge Hewitt, for that location.

Q Okay; And did you obtain a valid search warrant in
this matter?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And when was that search warrant obtained?
A 9/11/20017.

Q Now upon getting that search warrant did you have an

occasion to execute it?
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A Yes, ma'am, we did.

Q Okay. And when and where was it executed?

A We executed on 9/13/2007 at || NG i the
city of Florence.

Q And when you said "we," who assisted you?

A Myself, Sergeant Calhoun, now Sergeant Drulis, Agent
Spears, I believe Officer Gowdy (ph), Officer Jackson.

Q Now would you tell us the events that occurred when you
executed that search warrant?

A We conducted surveillance on the location. We knew who
the primary target was, which was Anthony Williamson. ‘We
observed him get in his vehicle, back out of his driveway,

and then we stopped him right there in front of the house

at the stop sign, pulled front and stopped him. ,

Q Okay. And then -- and after you stopped Mr. Williamson
what did you do? N

A Approached the vehicle, and on the floorboard then when
we first made contact was between him and another

co-defendant, another gentleman, there was some cocaine

. base in plain view laying on the floor. We told him we

had a search warrant for his residence and detained him
and took him back to his house.

Q Okay. Now what did you do with the cocaine base that
was on the floorboard?

A We took Possession of it, maintained control of it, and




21 27
SW - W. NIDA - DIRECT

1 later on found out, you know, who claimed possession of

2 | that and claimed it.

3 Q And who was that? |
4 | A The --under Miranda Mr. Williamson stated that he gave
8 the cocaine base to the co-defendant, and then the

6 codefendant under Miranda stated, claimed possession of

7 | it, of what was in the car. |

8 Q Okay. Now you took the defendant back to the

9 | residence; is that correct?

10 THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, let him explain to the

11 | jury about Miranda. They've heard it on television and

12 | alllike that but explain it for the record.

13 MS. PARR: Your Honor, actually I was going to get
14 | to that.

15 THE COURT: Oh, I'm sorry, I jumped you.

16 | BY MS. PARR: '

17 | Q Okay. So you went back to the house; is that correct?

18 | A Yes, ma'am.

19 | QO Okay. And when you got back to the house what is the
20 | first thing you did?

21 | A We approached the door. We asked him, first of all,

22 | for our safety in making entry, if there's anybody else in

23 | the residence and he told us there was three other

24 | individuals that were in the house. We knocked, announced
25 _police search warrant, didn't hear any response, and using_;
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Mzr. Williamson's keys made entry into the resident without
force. |

Q Okay. And how did you get defendant's keys?

A They were in the vehicle that he was driving. It was

on his -- was on his person. |

Q Allright. So you went into his residence; is that
correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And once you entered who did you find there?

A Ibelieve a Gwendolyn Williamson, his girifriend at the
time -- I can't think of her name -- and his mother. All |
three of them were in separate bedrooms in the residence.
Q And then what did you do with the persons in the house?
A We brought them all into the living room and explained
to them that we had a search warrant for the residence and
at that point would read it and explain it to them.

Q Okay. And what, if anything, did you do with the
defendant at that time?

A Same thing. He was explained it, and then at that

point reéd everybody Miranda warnings from a card and just
explained them their rights.

Q Okay. I'm gonna show you what has been entered in
evidence as State's Exhibit Number 1. Do you recognize
that? And would you please state the exhibit number and

tell us what that is and how you recognize it.
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A Exhibit Number 1, and it is a copy of my Miranda
warning card I gave to you.

Q Okay. And would you please read that for us for the
record.

A It's subject's rights and Miranda warning. That's to

be read to all criminal suspects upon arrest. And it

states: "You have the right to remain silent. Anything

you say can and will be used against you in a court of

law. You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have him
present with you while you're being questioned. If you
cannot afford to hire a lawyer one will be appointed to
represent you before any questioning if you wish. You can
decide at any time to exercise these rights and not answer
any questions or make any statements. Do you understand
these rights I have explained to you?" And I would ask
him -- and then I asked him, with these rights in mind do
you wish to talk to us now?

Q Okay. And what was the defendant's response upon
reading those rights to him?

A He stated he understood them and that he wanted to talk
to us.

Q Okay. And now did he, in fact, give you a statement at
that time?

A Yes, ma'am, he did.

Q And what, if anything, did the defendant say?




30

© 0 =N OO O A~ W DN

DD DD DD DN DD DN e el el bt el el el et et e
g o 0NN = O O 00~ Ul ™D~ O

SW - W. NIDA - DIRECT

30

A Mr. Williamson stated that he had a safe bes1de his bed
on the left-hand side to be exact that he had some cocaine
base or crack in, and it was his.

Q Okay. And upon getting that information what did you
do?

A Myself and Sergeant Calhoun, using the keys again that
was on his person that was in the vehicle, we got into the
house with the key to the safe which was the first one

there, the large one, opened it up and there was the
cocaine base or crack was in there. Approximately, upon
us weighing it, was like 19.4-grams along with cash and
some other items.

Q Okay. Now when you weighed the cocaine base that you
found, was it just the cocaine itself, cocaine base

itself?

A TJust the crack itself, yes.

Q Okay. And was it in anything or was it ---

A It'sin -- he had it already busted up or cut up in

little squares to sell in plastic containers.

Q Now when you weighed it, did you weigh the plastic
wrapping with it as well?

A Ibelieve we dumped it on to the scales to get a weight
on it. It wasn't in plastic bags or nothing. It was just

laying there cut up.

Q ‘Now I'rLg‘onna show you what's been marked as State's
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Exhibit Number 5. You do recognize this?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And what is this?

A That's the Honeywell, I believe, is the brand on it.

It's a safe that was beside his bed that he told us that

the drugs were in and that we found and did keep inside
his bed in his bedroom.

Q And was that safe actually opened at that time?

A It was locked.

Q Okay. And while you were there did you open the safe?
A Yes, the key that's in it now was on his keys that he
had on his person that he had in the vehicle that we used
to open that up.

Q Okay, all right. Now did you find anything else in the
defendant's bedroom? | ,

A Yes, we found another small safe or lock box that was
with it that it had full of rolling papers and other drug
paraphernalia. Also a scanner was in there uéed to
monitor police radios, our communication. Underneath the
mattress in his bedroom Sergeant Cathoun located a
40-caliber pistol that, again, under Miranda he claimed
everything. He stated he had purchased the pistol off the
street so he claimed it also.

Q Allright. I'm gonna show you State's Exhibits ---

THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, I assume that you and law
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enforcement generally checked that weapon that is
unloaded? No doubt about that?

MS. PARR: Yes, Your Honor, this officer and this
officer checked it. I didn't check it. They checked it.

THE COURT: All right.
BY MS. PARR:
State's Exhibit Number 3, can you identify this?
That's the pistol underneath his mattress. Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And State's Exhibit Number 4.

M 0 ™ O

. Set of digital scales that was in his bedroom also.

Q Okay. And State's Exhibit Number 7, do you recognize
this?

A The lock box with the drug paraphernalia and rolling
papers.

Q OkKkay.

A The keys are on there too.

Q Would you please open it? Okay. And what's contained

in this lock box?

A Bunch of rolling papers. Ibelieve there was a watch,
diamond ring, and a pill -- a medicine bottle. ‘
Q Okay. And were any' of these things removed or tampered
with?

A No.

Q Okay. And I'm gonna also show you what's been entered

as State's Exhibit Number 7.
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A Scanner, again, used to pick up on our police channel,
police radio for to listen in on our communication. |
Q Okay. Now I'm gonna show you what has been entered
into evidence and marked State's Exhibit Number 2-a
through 2-e. Would you please go through -- or 2-f --
each one of these and please state the exhibit number
including the letter and tell us whether you can identify
each one of these items.
A Allright. First one is a 2-a. It, again, isa
photograph after we recovered the items. Here are two
safes. We picked them up off the floor where we had them
beside the bed, actually placed them on the bed, and took
a photograph of them along with some ammunition. Some
shotgun shells are there. And it shows the key ring in
its entirety with the vehicle keys in there and everything
actually in this box here. We opened it up.

THE COURT: When you say this box here ---

THE WITNESS: That's the lock box.

THE COU'RT: What exhibit number?

MS. PARR: What's that exhibit number?

THE WITNESS: Thatis 6. On 2-c, State's Exhibit
2-c, it is a desk that was located in his bedroom. Also
shows the scanner, State's Exhibit 7, where it was sitting
at. And the next one is 2-b. It is a photograph of

Mr. Williamson's bedroom dbor and how he had Padlocks on
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it, not just your standard household locks. He actually

had padlock you have to use a key for that one. Next one

is 2-d, and itisa photégraph of State's Exhibit Number 5
and it shows how the crack, the actual drugs were
displayed in there before we took it out and maintained
custody of it and his cash and everything. Showed one
Tupperware where he's got it cup up into what is commonly
referred to as 20-dollar rocks, and then another side has
like a slab or cookie where he was cutting it off of. And
then again, 2-e is another photograph again that matches
2-d of the drugs in there. There's another small
Tupperware underneath it that had some smaller rocks there
or cocaine base or crack that shows it. And 2-fisa
photograph of the contents of State's Exhibit Number 6

with all the rolling papers, medicine bottle, and the drug
paraphernalia.

Q Now you said that -- who took those photographs?

A Sergeant Calhoun.

Q Okay. And is that an accurate representation of the
defendant's bedroom on the date of this incident?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And I'm gonna show you what has been marked as State's
Exhibit Number 8. Would you please tell us what that is.

A State's Exhibit Number 8, the drugs, the cocaine base

that was in State's Exhibit Number 5, once we také it to
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evidence it's put in a Best pack and sealed and sent to

SLED to be analyzed.
Q Okay.

4 MS. PARR: Your Honor, the State would move to enter
into evidence State's Exhibit 1 through 8.

THE COURT: Entered into evidence.
(WHEREUPON, State Exhibits Nos. 1 through 8 were admitted
into evidence.)

BY MS. PARR.:

Q Now you said that those items were taken from
defendant's bedroom; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And upon getting those items what do you do after
obtaining those?

A Once we have everything and were finished with the
search, we sat down; and on the search warrant we do have
a return that we list everything that we're gonna be
seizing, taking from the residence or property. We
complete the return and then we do our paperwork on the
charges at that point in time. .

Q Now was the return, in fact, completed that day?

A Yes, ma'am. |

Q And who completed the return?

A Imade a list of everything that was seized and then

Sergeant Drulis was the agent that actually returned it to
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Judge Hewitt. That's who I obtained the search warrant
from.

Q Okay. Now when you obtained the crack what did you do
with it, or the cocaine base?

A Once we left the residence at that point we take it to

the police department in the basement to the evidence
room, and that's where the Best pack is completed on it

and then all the other stuff will be secured into evidence

at that time.

Q Okay. Now where was this house located, this residence
located?

A I -1 this is in the city of Florence.

Q Okay. And where is it located next to?

A For the park, Lester Park, really his backyard backed
up to the park itself which is in the 500 block of Dixie

Street and would rﬁn southbound crossing his backyard and
his neighbors.

And was this within one half mile ---

Yes, ma'am.

---of t.his' park?

Yes, ma'am. \

Was the defendant arrested on that particular date?

Yes, ma'am.

Please answer -- well, the State has no further

estions for this witness.
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THE COURT: Thank you. You may step down. And
jurors, yes, I do know that you need to eat for lunch and
so we'll stop here. Can everybody be back at 2:157? Is
that too short of time? I'm just -- maybe a little
sandwich, 2:15? Need more, speak up. I got another jury
drawn in another case. Please be back at 2:15. Come
right through here. When you come back come into the
courtroom itself and we'll be on the lookout for you.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was removed from the
courtroom at 1:15 p.m., and the following proceedings
commenced in open court.)

THE COURT: Anythihg, Ms. Solicitor?

MS. PARR: No, Your Honoz, State does not have
anything.

THE COURT: 2:185.

(WHEREUPON, a lunch break was taken.)

THE COURT: Bring the other jury out.
(WHEREUPON, the jury was returned to the courtroom at
approximately 2:21 p.m., and the following proceedings
commenced in open court.)

THE COURT: Hope you had a nice lunch everyone,
though it was a short lunch.

Next witness, Ms. Solicitor.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time the State would

call John Calhoun to the stand.
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THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: If you would, sir, place

your left hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

JOHN MARK CALHOUN,
having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,

testified as follows:

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated and

state your name for the record.

THE WITNESS: John Mark Calhoun.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. PARR:
Q Sergeant Calhoun, where are you employed?
A I'm wifh the Florence Police Department.
Q And how long have you been with the Florence Police
Department? |
A Almost 21 years.
Q And what do you do for the Florence Police Department?
A I'm currently the supervisor of the special
investigations unit.
Q And have you had any special training for your job?
A Yes, ma'am. We have the basic criminal justice academy
all law enforcement has to go through. Plus I attended
probably cl_os,e to a dozen speéialized schools in dealing
with narcotics and narcotics investigation.

Q Are you a certified law enforcement officer?
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A Yes, ma'am.

Q Now what are your present duties?

A Primarily investigations of narcotics, trafficking or
sales along with gang investigations like gun crimes, any
specialty type crimes.

Q Now were you working on September 13, 2007?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And where were you working on that particular
day?

A Agent Nida had obtained a search warrant for a
residence in Florence located on Sanborn Street. They
were in the process of conducting surveillance on that

residence.

| Q Okay. And specifically what did you do on that day in

conjunction with the investigation?
A We were all riding together in one vehicle, unmarked

car, and we were just kind of watching the house. We saw

' the defendant, or the suspect in the case, we saw him

leave the residence so we stopped him. And at the time of
the stop we saw some crack on the floorboard of the car so
we detained him and the passenger, and I took him back to
the house at which time we began a search of the house.

Q Okay. And when you did the search did you have a
specific role?

A Yes,ma'am. I Prirna.rily went to the left rear bedroom
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of the house. As you went down the hallway there's a

left rear bedroom which was the bedroom of the defendant,

Mr. Anthony Williamson.

Q OkKkay. And did you search the bedroom?

A Yes, ma'am. There was a couple of little suit-- well,
this is it over here, the little suitcase safe, and

another little strong box right by the bed.

Q Okay. Now you made reference to tlus What's -- would

you refer to it as State's exhibit number.

A State's Exhibit Number 5. This was located by the bed.

The key to it was actually on the key ring of the

defendant Mr. Williamson, which had his car key, housé
key, and everything on it.

Q Okay. And you obtained that key; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And when you got the key from him what did you do?
A Iopened the safe and inside it I discovered some
little small, little small Tupperware containers. One of
them had -- we call them cookies or slabs, but large piece
of one piece of crack cocaine. Then another one had like
several little small, we commonly refer to them as rocks,
but it's mainly for like distribution purposes, like a |
little small piece they will sell for 20 to 40-dollars.

Q Okay. Would you open that safe please?

A Tl try. It'd be easier if nobody is looking.
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Q And would you please tell us...

A These are the containers that were inside on that date
that had the two pieces of crack inside. They were just
kind of neatly arranged sitting in the safe.

Q Okay. What else was contained in the safe?

A Just some papers, some -- I think there's a movie card
in here, a Sharpie, just miscellaneous junk. It's gota
receipt from Matthews Auto Service with Mr. Anthony
Williamson's name on it for some work he had done on the
vehicle.

Q Okay. And what did you do with the narcotics or drugs
that you found in there?

A Once we find the diugs they're basically taken to our
evidence room here in this building where they're secured
until they get transported to SLED or until we meet in
court.

Q Now, and do you recognize this?

A Yes, ma'am. Thisis a, we call it a Best pa'ck, but

it's basically our packaging that we do send stuff to SLED
to be tested for drugs.

Q And would you refer to this, what exhibit that is on

the back?

A It is Exhibit Number 8.

Q Okay. Was that what the narcotics was placed in?

A Yes, ma'am. We _place it in these containers and seal
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them up and then send them to SLED and they're opened by a
chemist at that time to be tested.

Q Now I'm gonna show you what's been entered into
evidence as State's Exhibit A through F. Do you recognize
those and tell us how you recognize those?

A These are some photographs I took of Mr. Williamson's
bedroom, just kind of just generalized photographs showing
what the drugs looked like when we recovered them and kind
of the way his room was set up.

Q Now on that -- on those pictures, what has been entered
in evidence as State's Exhibit 2-d, is that an accurate
representation? A

A Yes, ma'am. This is a photograph of how basically has
little system was set up that it has, and on the left

container you can see small pieces of crack cocaine.

Those are kind of set up for sale. They range in various
prices. Just kind of looking at them they would be 20 or
40-dollar rocks is how we would term them. And then the
other Tupperware container you see like one big piece of
crack. Generally most drug dealers when they buy like in
weight, they will buy one piece and then they would cut it
up in small pieces for sale. So that would let us know

that he's, you know, middlé level size dealer. In other
Words, he's buying large pieces then breaking it down to

sell. And then of course his money was in the safe as
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Q Okay. Now do you recognize State's Exhibit Number 67
A Yes, ma'am. This was like a little strong box that was
located right beside the safe. It had just like — maybe
you can see it -- mostly just rolling papers, this stuff

used for selling marijuana. Maybe you may sell rolling
papers as well. And some jewelry.

Q And do you recognize State's Exhibit Number 77

A Yes, ma'am. This is a working scale at the time. I'm
not sure if the batteries are dead, but at the time it was
sitting on a desk in the bedroom. And when the officers
in the other room were transmitting on the radio I could
hear them on the scanner so it was working at the time.

Q And Stéte’s Exhibit Number 4?7

A State's Exhibit Number 4 is a small digital scale used
to weigh drugs, make sure you're purchasing, you knbw, a
half ounce of crack cocaine. You want to be able to make
sure that you're purchasing the right amount, that sort of
stuff.

Q Allright. And did you open the scale at the time?

A Yes, ma'am. It had a lot of white powder residue all
over the scale.

Q Okay. And what about State's Exhibit Number 3. Did

you...
A State's Exhibit Number 3 is a firearm that was found
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under the mattress in Mr. Williamson's bedroom.
Q Now were you the first one to locate these items?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And upon finding them what did you do?
A Basically we just kind of packaged them for evidence
storage. Court generally takes as long as a year, in this
case two years, and so we package them and get them ready
to be stored in our evidence room, what we think is
pertinent. We log in the search warrant and we bring it
here to the police départment.
Q Okay, all right.

MS. PARR: Nothing further for this witness, Your
Honor. |

THE COURT: Al right, thank you. You may step
down.

Next witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time we would call
Kendrick Spears to the stand.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: If you will, sir, place

your left hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

KENDRICK THOMAS SPEARS,
having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,

testified as follows:

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated and
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state your full name for the record.
THE WITNESS: Kendrick Thomas Spears.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. PARR:
Q Officer Spears, where are you employed?
A Florence Police Department.
Q And what do you do for the Florence Police department?
A Assigned to the special investigations unit.
Q And how long have you been with the Florence Police
Department?
A Be like six years tomorrow.
Q And have you had any special training for your job?
A Yes,Ihave.
Q And where did you receive your training?
A Through the Criminal Justice Academy along with basic
DEA narcotics school.
Q Now on July -- I'm sorry, September 13th, 2007, were
you working that day?
A Yes,Iwas.
Q And in what capacity?
A West Florence area.
Q Okay. And did you have an occasion to become involved
in this matter against Anthony Williamson?
A Yes.

Q And how were you brought into this case?
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A Myseli, along with three other guys assigned to special
investigations unit had a search warrant for —
Street and were condu;:ting surveillance and saw target
leaving location where we detained him and brought him
back to the location.

Q Okay. Now I'm gonna show you what's been entered into
evidence as State's Exhibit Number 8. Do you recognize
this?

A Yes,Ido.

Q Okay. And how are you able to recognize it?

A It was the evidence seized from the search warrant
which was the cocaine base, otherwise known as crack,
which was taken into evidence here at the Florence Police
Department. -

Q And now did you have an occasion to handle that cocaine
base or crack?

A Yes,1did. .

Q Okay. And what did ydu do upon getting that?

A Once I received it I put it in this SLED drug analysis
security envelope be sent to SLED to be tested to make
sure it was being crack cocaine, cocaine base.

‘Q And is that a heat sealed pouch?

A Yes. It's not heat sealed, but it is sealed.

Q Okay. And who sealed that pouch on that day?

A Myself.
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Q And once you sealed it what did you do with it?
A Isecured it in a locker here at the Florence Police
Station Department for the evidence custodian.

MS. PARR: Nothing further for this witness, Your
Honor. |

All right, thank you. You may step down.

Next witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, Bob Drulis. |

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Place your left hand on
the Bible, raise your right hand. ‘
WHEREUPON,

| ROBERT R. DRULIS,

having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,
testified as follows: .

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated and
state your full name for the record.

THE WITNESS: My name is Robert R. Drulis.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. PARR:
Q Officer Drulis, where are you employed?
A With the City, Florence Police.
Q What do you do for the City?
A At this point I am a supervisor for the south region of
the city.

Q Okay. Now were you employed with them or working on
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the date of September 13th, 2007?

A Yes, ma'am. I was employed with the drug unit at that
time. |

Q Did you have an occasion to be involved in this case
against Anthony Williamson?

A Yes, ma'am, I was.

Q Okay. Would you please tell us what your role was in
that investigation? |

A My role in the investigation included, just as the

officer said, we work as a tight unit. We all — we all
connect to the same activity in making a traffic stop and
searched the residence. And on that day I was one of the
scribes who wrote down our notes, and after the — after
the investigation was completed I then returned the search
warrant to the issuing judge, Judge Hewitt.

Q Did you have an occasion to explain the return to the
defendant as well?

A Yes,Idid. Yes, Idid. I explained to him what all

we were taking.

Q And did you view all the evidence that had been taken?
A Yes, ma'am, I did.

Q And do you recognize what's been entered into evidence
as State's Exhibit 2 through 8? |

A Yes, ma'am, I do.

Q Okay. And how is it that you're able to recognize
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these items?
A 1assisted in the logging into evidence and the
documenting the evidence, and after I saw all the pieces
of evidence at both the scene and again at our evidence
room.

MS. PARR: Okay. Nothing further for this witness,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

Next witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time we call Sergeant
Brandt.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: If you would place your
left hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

MICHAEL CHRISTOPHER BRANDT,

having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,
testified as follows:

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated. State
your full name for the record.

THE WITNESS: My name is Michael Christopher Brandt.

I'm a sergeant with the Florence Police Department. I've
been employed with the police department for close to 11
years now.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. PARR:
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Q Sergeant Brandt, what do you do currently?

A I'm assigned as the supervisor of the crime scene unit,
and one of our duties is to transport evidence to the

State Law Enforcement Division forensic laboratory in
Columbia.

Q Andonthe --did you have an occasion to become

" involved in this case?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. How were you involved in this case?

A On September 17th of 2007 as part of a bulk transfer of
evidence to SLED, I signed out several cases of evidence,
including this case. The drug evidence from this case
marked Exhibit Number -- State's Exhibit Number 8, as part
61‘ a drug bulk evidence transfer to SLED.

Q Okay. And when you took that evidence to SLED tell us

what procedure did you use?

A Okay. When we sign out the evidence one of the things
that we have to do is make sure that each seal is sealed |
properly, or we do not accept custody of it. In this case

this SLED evidence bag was sealed properly and so I
accepted it in my custody and generated SLED paperwork to
assist in the analysis of the evidence. On the 17th1

logged it into my crime lab safe, and on the morning of

the 18th I grabbed -- I obtained all of the évidence from

the safe and transported it to the State Law Enforcement
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Division in Columbia.

Q And did you leave it there at that time?

A Yes, ma'am. Isigned it 6ver to evidence log in
custodian for analysis at SLED.

Q Now was that package brought back to the city of
Florence?

A Yes, ma'am. After its analysis it was resealed in this
external container and returned by Shannon Hill, one of
the investigators assigned to the crime scene unit.

MS. PARR: Nothing further for this witness, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Next witness please.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, at this time we call Beth
Hoover. '

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: If you would, ma'am,
place your leit hand on the Bible, raise your right hand.
WHEREUPON,

BETH ANN HOOVER,
having been duly sworn by the Deputy Clerk of Court,
testified as follows:

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: Please be seated. State
your full name for the record.

THE WITNESS: Beth Ann Hoover.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. PARR:
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Q
A

Ms. Hoover, where are you employed?

I'm currently employed in the Alabama department of

forensic science.

Q

And how long have you been with the state of Alabama?

A Approximately seven months.

Q

Now prior to going to the state of Alabama where were

you employed?

A

At SLED. It's the State Law Enforcement Division here -

in South Carolina.

Q

O » O ™

A

In what capacity were you employed at SLED?
I was a forensic chemist.

And how long were you employed with SLED?
Approximately a year-and-a-half.

And what were your duties at SLED?

I would accept evidence and analyze them and confirm or

look for controlled substances in the evidence that came

A

Now have you had any special training for your job?
Yes, I have.
Okay. Would you please tell the Court your training?

I have a bachelors of science in chemistry and in

biology from Columbia College. I also have a -- finished

(ph) my Masters in criminology criminal justice. I also

completed a legals course at the South Carolina Criminal

Justice Academy and was certified as a class three law




© 00 =1 o G & W DN -

DD DD DN DN DN N e b e b el et ed pd fed e
G & WO DD —~ O O 0 N O 1 & W N = O

SW- B. HOOVER - DIRECT

53 53

enforcement officer. I also completed my training which
was approximately five to six months in forensic analysis
of illegal substances.

Q Now have you had an occasion to chemically analyze
substances to determine whether the substance is or
contains a narcotic or a narcotic type drug?

A Yes,Ihave.

Q Okay. How many times?

A Prior to this case I had done 300, 400 cases prior to

this one.

Q And have you had an occasion to analyze subgtances to
determine whether it contained cocaine base or commonly
known as crack?

A Yes,Ihave.

Q Okay. And about how many times per month or per week?
A 1don't -- really it's probably easier to say in
percentage wise, but the percentage of cases that we
received about 70 percent was cocaine base or cocaine
itself.

Q Now so at that time were you making a regular -- making
analysis as a regular part of your duties?

A Yes.

Q Now have you had an opportunity or an occasion to
qualify as an expert in the court of General Sessions?

A Yes, I have. Asto date I have been in General
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Sessions twice and federally once. As of this case ] had
testified one time prior.

Q Okay. Was that in federal court?

A Yes; it was.

Q Okay.

MS. PARR: And Your Honor, at this time the State
would move to have Ms. Hoover qualified or declared an
expert in the field of chemical analysis and as a forensic
chemist and specifically as an expert in the analysis of
narcotics.

THE COURT: She's qualified as a forensic chemist,
ahd she may give opinion testimony as to drugs.

BY MS. PARR:

Q Now I show you what's been marked, been marked and

entered into evidence as State's Exhibit Number 8. And do

you recognize that?

A Yes,Ido.

Q Okay. Would you please tell us how you recognize it.
A This is a evidence bag that we get at SLED from
agencies when they want a substance tested for controlled
substances. My initials are on it and the date that I
received it is on it, and I do recognize it. /

Q Okay. And would you please tell us the condition that

package was in when you received it?

A It was sealed when I received it. If it had not been
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sealed I would not have accepted it.

Q Okay. And did you have an occasion to analyze it?

A Yes,Ihad.

Q Now based upon your paét experience and fraining do you
have an opinion asto what that substance is?

A Could ] please see my report. I didn't bring it up

with me.

MS. PARR: Your Honor, may I have permission to
approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

THE WITNESS: - Thank you. After my analysis my
confirmation was that it is crack cocaine, also known as
crack base -- sorry, cocaine base.

BY MS. PARR:

Q And where did you receive that package énd where did
you analyze it?

A Ianalyzed it on October 5th of '07.

Q And when you finished analyzing you said you put it in
that container; is that correct?

A Yes. We are provided these heat sealed packets s!'o once
all of my analysis has been done, the original packaging
that it came in as well as the drugs themselves are put

back into this bag and I heat seal it with my initials and

the date that I sealed it on the inside of the packaging

so no tampering was evident.
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Q And was that packaging still intact as of today from
when you received it again?

A Yes, Ireceived it and it was intact. I am the one
that, you know, actually opened it up once I came to
court.

Q Now ---

MS. PARR: Your Honor, this says -- that one has
already been entered into evidence so we move on.
BY MS. PARR:

Q Now what was the weight of the cocaine base?
A The weight was 17.18-grams.
Q Okay.

THE COURT: One more time, 17.8-grams?

THE WITNESS: 17.18, 17.18-grams.

THE COURT: OkKkay, thanks.

'BY MS. PARR:

Q Now what tests were made by you to analyze those drugs?

A ldo two different type of tests. One is a preliminary
test. It's a color test to give us an indication the type

of drug it can be. Once I have done that test and it had

| turned -- sorry, the first chemical that I had there was

no color change. The second chemical I added it turns
blue. That's an indication that it would be cocaine base.
From that point I do an extraction with some chemicals

which bIEgS the cocaine, the controlled substance, out
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1 into a solution. Actually, I'm sorry, I take that back.

2 On this analysis I actually did an infrared spectroscopy

3 | which does not require any extraction, any chemicals

4 | whatsoever, to identify this drug.

5 Q Okay. Now from the tests that you were able to perform
6 | were you able to form an expert opinion as to what the

7 exhibit was or what it contained?

8 | A Yes,1did. The confirmatory test, which is the IR or

9 the infrared spectrom-- spectrometry does give identical
10 | fingerprints, what we call fingerprints, the spectrum that
11 | comes up for the drugs specific for that and cocaine base
12 | is the specific name it came up with.

13 | Q And please state your opinion as to State's Exhibit
‘1 4 | Number 8.

18 | A My opinion that the evidence that came into my

16 | possession is cocaine base, also known as crack.

17 | Q And what was the basis of that opinion?

18 | A Onmy analysis and confirmation by instrumentation.
19 MS. PARR: Nothing further for this witness, Your
20 | Honmor.

21 THE COURT: Thank you. Next witness please.
22 MS. PARR: May I have the Court's indulgence. Your
23 | Honor, the State has no further witnesses. We would rest
24 | at this time.

28 THE COURT: Thank you.
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(Pause in proceedings.)

THE COURT: Jurors, before I let the State talk to
you, Ms. Bailiff, would you turn that thing down right
there so I can see the eyeball of the forelady. Ican
see now and I need to talk to the forelady because she's
got to sign these forms. Madam forelady, members of the
jury, there are two verdict forms here that I hold in my
hand and the charges are separate and distinct. And I
must have verdicts in regard to both, and the verdicts
must be unanimous. Now the verdict in terms of count one
has two possibilities. One is not guilty. If you
unanimously find the defendant not guilty of trafficking

in cocaine base then sign humber one, Madam Forelady, but

don't sign until all 12 agree. The second Says, guilty of

trafficking in cocaine base in the amount of. Now the

only way you can find this defendant guilty of trafficking
in cocaine base is the amount must be at least 10-grams or
more, 10-grams or more. So on behalf of this jury, Madam
Forelady, you cannot sign the verdict form unless the jury
unanimously finds at least 10-grams or more and you must
write out the amount. Write out the amount in words and
not figures. And then the other possibility deals with
count two, which is the charge of possession of cocaine
base with intent to distribute Wlﬂun proximity of a

school or Park, and here we're ta]king about a _park. Once
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1 again, the first is not guilty, the jury unanimously finds

2 | the defendant not guilty, sign that. And then number two,
3 is guilty of possession of cocaine base with intent to

4 distribute within proximity to a school or park, that

5 | doesn't require any finding in regard to amount. No

6 | finding in regard to amount. And once again, sign that

7 | Madam Forelady. And once again, visiting the trafficking
8 | incocaine base, I must have an amount and the amount must
9 be 10-grams or more.

10 Ms. Solicitor, you're recognized.

11 MS. PARR: May it please the Court, Your Honor.
12 THE COURT: Yes.

13 MS. PARR: Members of the jury, thank you for the
14 | attention that you paid in this particular case. At the

15 | beginning of the case I told you this is one of

16 | trafficking in cocaine base with 10-grams to between

17 | 10-grams and 28-grams. I also told you that the defendant
18 | has been indicted for possession of cocaine base with

19 | intent to distribute within proximity of a school or park.

20 | We believe the evidence has shown that on September 13th,
21 | 2007 the defendant Anthony Williamson had a quantity of
22 | crack cocaine or cocaine base that was found pursuant to a
23 | valid search warrant that was served at his residenceon
24 | Sanborn Street. We believe the evidence has shown that
25 | that cocaine base was, in fact, located by officers of the
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Florence Police Department. We also believe the evidence
has shown by way of photographs as to how the defendant
had organized his business and the manner in which he was
operating. We also believe the evidence has shown that
the defendant after having Miranda warnings, admitted that
he had cocaine base or crack, and in fact, told the

officers where it was located. We also believe the
evidence has shown that by the instruments that the
defendant contained that he was, in fact, operating a
business of distributing cocaine base or crack. The
defendant had the scales. He had the police scanner. He
also had the money, the gun, as well as the drug
paraphernalia, rolling papers, and things of that nature.

We also believe the evidence has shown by way of
Ms. Beth Hoover, who was the forensic chemist in this
matter, that the substance that was actually obtained from
the defendant was, in fact, cocaine base or better known
as crack. We also believe from her testimony when she
analyzed it and weighed it it was 17.18-grams.

Now we would ask that you view all the evidence that
you have heard from the witness stand and those pieces of
evidence that you will be able to take back into the jury
room with you. And once you've had an opportunity to do
that we would ask that you find the defendant guilty of

both charges. We also believe the evidence has shown that
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1 the defendant's house where he was operating from was

2 | within one half mile of Lester Park. We believe the

3 | evidence by way of testimony from the witness stand

4 | indicated that the park actually backed up to his

5 | property. Aslsaid before, once you've had opportunity

6 to review all of the evidence we would ask that you find

7 | the defendant quilty of both charges. Thank you.

8 THE COURT: Does anybody need to leave the courtroom
9 now; you may leave now. Ido not want you moving around
10 | during the charge. Anyone?

11 (There was no response.)

12 THE COURT: Jurors, give me yoﬁr attention please.
13 | The document that I hold in my hand is called an

14 | indictment. It's the pending charge in regard to count

15 | one and count two. It does not prove anything in this

16 | case. Under our law if's simply the charging paper.

17 | Count one is trafficking in cocaine base. Once again, the

18 | requirement mandate is at least 10-grams or more. And

19 | count two is possession of cocaine base with intent to
20 | distribute within proximity of a park.
21 To this indictment and to both charges this
22 | defendant has pled not guilty. That plea of not guilty
23 | places the burden of proof upon the State of South
24 | Carolina to prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable
25 | doubt. The defendant is not present. The defendant is
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being tried in his absence. You must not use the
defendant's absence in any regard against him in this
case.

The defendant under the coﬂstitution is entitled to
have the jury decide the case based on the evidence and
testimony presented, and the jury is not to consider the
absence of the defendant in any form or fashion and no
discussion should be had in that regard in the jury room.
A person charged with committing a criminal offense is
never required to prove himself innocent. The defendant
is presumed to be innocent under the constitution unless
and unfil the State has established its guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. It is a vital, important rule of the
law that the defendant in a criminal trial, no matter how

grave or serious may be the offense with which he is

charged, must always be presumed innocent unless and until

his guilt has been proven beyond a reasonable doubt. This

presumption of innocence is legal proof of innocence.

This presumption of innocence remains with the defendant

at all times, from the moment of his arrest throughout the

trial proceeding and goes into your jufy room and remains

with the defendant there unless and until you, the jury,

reach a verdict of guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is a reasonable doubt in the law? A reasonable

doubt is the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable,
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reasonable person to hesitate to act. Let me give that to
you one more time. What is a reasonable doubt in the law?
A reasonable doubt is the kind of doubt that would cause a
reasonable person to hesitate to act.

By the constitution and laws of the state of South
Carolina you, the jury, are the sole judges of the facts
and evidence in this case. I am not permitted to intimate
any opinion or feeling I may have on the facts, nor am1
allowed to give to you any inference as to the guilt or
innocence of this defendant. I'm not permitted to
indicate to you how I feel about the testimony or the
evidence presented. I have made some trial rulings, not
many, on matters of evidence in your presence. Please do
not derive any inference from any of those rulings as to
any opinion or feeling that I might have.

In determining what the facts are in this case you
of necessity must pass upon the credibility of the
witnesses who have testified. Credibility in the law
means believability. Is the witness believable? Is the
witness credible? You're the sole judges of the
credibility of the witnesses who took the witness stand.
Credibility in the law simply means believability. CanI
believe this witness; is this witness credible? The value
and weight to be given to the testimony is in your sound

discretion. You alone must decide the force and effect in
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the truth of the testimohy. In making a determination as
to the credibility of a witness there are many factors
that you should consider, such as the appearance or manner
of the witness on the witness stand itself, known in the
law as the demeanor of the witness. Did the witness have
an interest in the outcome of this trial? Was the witness
forthright or hesitant? Was the witness' testimony
consistent or did it contain discrepancies? What was the
ability of the witness to know about the facts concerning
Which he or she gave testimony? Did the witness have a
cause or reason to be biased or prejudiced in favor of the
testimony that he or she gave? Was the testimony of the
witness corroborated and made stronger by other testimony
and evidence, or was it made weaker and impeached by other
testimony and evidence in the case?

There are two kinds of evidence under our law. They
both are equally good in the law. They are direct
eﬁ'dence and circumstantial evidence. On a contested
factual issue decide in this case you may have some direct
evidence on that point and some circumstantial evidence.
Direct evidence, what is it? Direct evidence is the
testimony of a person who asserts or claims to have actual
knowledge of a fact such as an eyewitness. Circumstantial
evidence, what is it? Circumstantial evidence is proof of

a chain of facts and circumstances indicating the
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existence of a fact. The law makes absolutely no
distinction between the weight or value to be given to
either direct or circumstantial evidence, nor is a greater
degree of certainty required of circumstantial evidence
than of direct evidence. You should weigh all the
evidence in the case. After weighing all the evidence, if
you're not convinced of the guilt of the defendant beyond
a reasonable doubt, then you must find the defendant not
guilty.

Under our law we recognize expert witnesses. Lay
witnesses are not limited -- I'm sorry, lay witnesses are
limited to testifying about facts within their knowledge.
Lay witnesses are not allowed to give opinions, but there
are certainly witnesses known as expert witnesses who by
virtue of training, education, or experience are
considered as experts in a particular field. Expert
witnesses may give their opinions in that field based upon
the facts of a matter, and the conclusions and opinions of
expert witnesses constitute evidence to be considered by
you in connection with all other testimony and evidence in
the case. You may consider the expert's opinion just as
you do all other evidence in the case. It is for the jury
to give it such weight as you in your experience and
discretion may determine. You must weigh such evidence

and accept or reject it in the same manner that you treat
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all other evidence in the case.

There has been admitted into evidence in this case a
statement alleged to have been made by the defendant.
Under the constitution, before you may consider this
statement as evidence for any purpose you must determine
four questions. One, did the defendant make the
statement? Two, was the defendant warned of his
constitutional rights? Three, did the defendant knowingly
and intelligently waive his constitutional rights? And
four, was the statement given freely and voluntarily? The
fact that the Court has admitted a statement into evidence
should not be considered by you as any evidence whatsoever
that the defendant made such statement; or that the
constitutional safeguards, which are required, were in
fact provided and waived by the defendant, or that the
statement was voluntarily given because these issues are
for you, the jury, to determine. The State must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt each of the four essentials or
the four requirements which I've just stated to you before
you may consider the statement as evidence for any purpose
whatsoever.

As to the first requirement, did the defendant make
the statement? If you conclude that the defendant did not
make the statement you must then completely and totally

disregard the statement. If you conclude the defendant
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'did not make the statement you cannot and you must not

consider the statement as evidence in any manner

whatsoever. If you find the defendant did make the

statement, you would then consider the second requirement.

The second requirement, was the defendant warned of his
constitutional righfs. These are referred to in the law
as the Miranda warnings. When an individual is taken into
custody or otherwise deprived of his freedom of action in
any significant way by a police officer, the defendant
must be warned of his constitutional rights prior and -
before any custodial interrogation or custodial
questioning. These rights are: One, he has the right to
remain silent; two, any statement he does make can and
will be used against him in a court of law; three, he has
the right to a lawyer. If he cannot afford a lawyer a
lawyer will be appointed without any cost. And four, he
has the right to consult a lawyer before answering any
questions. And finally, the statement must be freely and
vdluntarily given. The issue of voluntariness is totally
for you to decide.

The first pending charge, trafficking in crack
cocaine, is contained in Section 44-53-375, subsection ¢
of the Code of Laws of South Carolina. And these books to
my left are the Code of Laws, all these books. I give you

this one section. Quote, a person who is knowingly in
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actual or constructive possession or who knowingly

attempts to become in actual or constructive possession of

10-grams or more of cocaine base as defined and otherwise

limited in Section 44-53-110 is guilty of a felony which
is known as trafficking in cocaine base. 44-53-110 simply

says that crack cocaine is cocaine base. They are

synonymous. Crack cocaine is cocaine base under our law.

There are three elements of the offense of
trafficking in crack cocaine that the State must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt. One, that the substance
involved was, in fact, crack cocaine. Two, that the
defendant had possession of that crack cocaine, either
actual possession or constructive possession. And three,
that there were, in fact, 10-grams or more of crack
cocaine involved. Under Section 44-53-110 the cocaine
base once again is defined as crack cocaine. The State
must prove that the substance involved is, in fact, crack
cocaine. The State must prove that the defendant had

actual or constructive possession of the crack cocaine.

What does possession of crack cocaine mean under the

law? The law says cocaine in any form is a controlled

substance. Possession means more than simply having a
controlled substance in one's possession. There must be
knowing possession. The State must prove possession of

crack cocaine by the defendant and to further find that




the defendant knew he had the crack cocaine in his
possession.

There is, in fact, an additional charge that we
cover in this case and it is possession of controlled
substance with intent to distribute within proximity of a
park. That is contained in Section 44-53-445. That code
section provides, quote, it is a separate criminal offense
for a person to unlawfully possess with intent to
distribute a controlled substance while in, on, or within
one half mile radius of the grounds of a public park.
Before you can convict the defendant of this offense the
State must prove the following elements beyond a
reasonable doubt. One, the defendant did, in fact,
unlawfully possess with intent to distribute é controlled
substance, and the allegation by the State is that it was
crack cocaine. And two, that act or offense was done
within one half mile radius of the grounds of a public
park.

Jurors, the verdict must be totally unanimous, no
split or divided verdict is allowed under our

constitution. Madam Forelady, I've explained to you

heretofore about the mandate that when you sign it must be

unanimous verdict, all 12 agreeing. Do not sign until all

12 agree on each verdict. The verdicts may be the same or

they may be separate and distinct in every aspect. It's
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totally for you to decide in this case. Is everyone
feeling well? Why do I ask you that question. Well, I'm
gonna keep you together until you reach a verdict, and the
alternate is ready and willing to serve in your place; I
can see it on her face. She's certainly willing to serve.
And if you anticipate any problem tell me now.
(There was no response.)
THE COURT: I've been on the Bench for some time
now, and in my past history I had one irate spouse call,

where is my spouse, she is in the jury room. I don't want

to have to explain that so if you got a problem let me

know now. If you got a problem tell me now. Anyone?
(There was no response.)

THE COURT: All right, Ms. Alternate, wait right
there. Do not go into the jury room. Don't start talking
yet. Why? I'm required to let the lawyer for the State
object to anything I've said. It may be that I bring you
back out. IfI don't bring you back out, as soon as you
see these verdicts forms and exhibits start talking.
Please go to your jury room, except the alternate.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was removed from the courtroom at

3:15 p.m., and the following proceedings commenced in open

court.)
THE COURT: Ms. Alternate, you are free to go but I
need for you to call after 6:00, after 6:00 today, and
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see what status you're in. Please call after six.
(Alternate was excused.)

THE COURT: Allright. Objections from the State?

MS. PARR: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Allright. Would you come forward and
make sure we get the right exhibits sent in.

And Ms. Bailiff, hand that to the forelady.

(Court was in recess while the jury began its

deliberations at 3:23 p.m.)

(WHEREUPON, the jury was returned to the courtroom at
approximately 3:29 p.m., and the following proceedings
commenced in open court.)

THE CLERK OF COURT: Madam Forelady, members of
the jury, have you agreed upon a verdict?

THE FORELADY: we have.

(Verdict form tendered to the Court.)

THE COURT:- Okay.

THE DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT: State of South Carolina
versus Anthony Williamson, indictment 2008-GS-21-317,
count one, guilty of trafficking in cocaine base in the
amount of 17.18-grams, signed Karen Hamill, dated
April 13, 2009. Count two, guilty of possession of crack
- of cocaine base with intent to distribute within
proximity of a school, signed Karen Hamill, dated

April 13th, 2009. Members of the jury, if that is your
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verdict please raise your right hand.
(All jurors indicated by raising their right hand.)

THE COURT: Ms. Solicitor, jurors, under the law I'm
required to now sign a sealed sentence, and I will
actually give a sentence at this time and will placeitin
an envelope only to be opened by me at a later time or by
another circuit judge.

And Ms. Solicitor, as I understand it this is
trafficking in cocaine base second offense; is that
correct? _

MS. PARR: That is correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: When was his first offense? How many
years ago?

MS. PARR: Your Honor, the first offense was May
2nd, 2001. That one was a possession of cocaine base and
also possession of steroids. Would you like the rest of
his record?

THE COURT: Yeah.

MS. PARR: He also had a conviction for forged
document, resisting arrest, loafing and loitering for drug
purposes, another forgery, obtaining goods under false:
pretenses, simplé assault and battery, criminal domestic
violence, and assault and battery of a high and aggravated
nature.

THE COURT: When was the assault and battery of a
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high and aggravated nature?

MS. PARR: June 26th, 2004.

THE COURT: 2004.

MS. PARR: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let the record show I have issued the
sentence in regard to trafficking in cocaine more than 10
grams, it being a second offense under our law; and I have
issued a sentence in regard to possession with intent to
distribute cocaine base within proximity of a park. Under
our law the sentences are now being sealed. And for the
record, so that everyone understands, under State versus
Smith, a state supreme court case, when the sealed
sentence is opened the case of State versus Smith provides
that the judge who opens the sentence at that time
becomes, in fact, the sentencing judge.

All right, Ms. Clerk, I'm not sure where you
maintain this sealed sentence but put it in a place of
safety. I hope I'm alive when he's found. If not,

somebody else can do it.

* % %* END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD * * *
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THE COURT: MADAM SOLICITOR, YOU MAY CALL YOUR NEXT
CASE. ' |

MS. PARR: MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT, YOUR HONOR, THIS
IS INDICTMENT 09-334 AGAINST ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON. HE
HAS BEEN INDICTED FOR TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE BASE FOR AN
OFFENCE THAT OCCURRED NOVEMBER 14, 2007.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
JURY, WE'RE ABOUT TO BEGIN THE TRIAL OF THE STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA VERSUS ANTHONY WILLIAMSON. -~ THIS IS INDICTMENT .
2009-GS-21-334.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY PANEL, EACH OF YOU
ALL HAVE BEEN QUALIFIED. NONE OF YOU HAVE EXERCISED AN

"EXEMPTION. AND THE QUESTIONS I'M GOING TO ASK YOU TODAY --

FIRST OF ALL, I WANT TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU ARE STILL UNDER
OATH WITH REGARD TO THESE QUESTIONS AND YOUR ANSWERS. WE
ASK THAT YOU ANSWER THEM TRUTHFULLY.

AND THE QUESTIONS THAT I'M GOING TO ASK YOU HAVE TO DO
WITH WHETHER OR NOT YOU CAN BE FAIR AND IMPARTIAL WITH
REGARD TO THE FACTS OF THIS CASE. PAY VERY CLOSE ATTENTION
TO THE QUESTIONS. |

I HOLD IN MY HAND THE INDICTMENT THAT ESSENTIALLY
ALLEGES THAT ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON DID ON NOVEMBER 14,
2007 TRAFFIC IN COCAINE BASE. AND HAVING BEEN ARMED WITH
THIS LIMITED AMOUNT OF INFORMATION, DOES ANYONE KNOW
ANYTHING ABOUT THIS CASE? IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: BEFORE WE GO ANY FURTHER, I HAVE THIS
INDICTMENT IN MY HAND HERE. THE INDICTMENT HAS ABSOLUTELY
NO EVIDENTIARY VALUE TO IT AT ALL. IT IS MERELY THE
DOCUMENT THAT ACCUSES ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON OF
COMMITTING THIS CRIMINAL OFFENSE. ANTHONY TYRONE
WILLIAMSON, JUST LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE IS PRESUMED TO BE
INNOCENT OF AN OFFENSE CHARGED HERE TODAY.

IS ANYONE RELATED BY BLOOD OR MARRIAGE TO ANTHONY
TYRONE WILLIAMSON? IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: LET THE RECORD REFLECT THERE IS NO
RESPONSE. |

THE COURT: DOES ANYONE HAVE A CLOSE, SOCIAL,
PERSONAL, OR BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP WITH ANTHONY TYRONE
WILLIAMSON? 1IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: NO RESPONSE. THE POTENTIAL WITNESSES IN
THIS CASE ARE WILLIAM NIDA, JOHN CALHOUN, BOB DRULIS,
KENDRICK SPEARS, MICHAEL BRANDT, SHANNON HILL, BETH HOOVER,
BO MYERS. ALL OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS ARE WITH THE FLORENCE
POLICE DEPARTMENT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF BETH HOOVER, WHO IS
EMPLOYED WITH SLED.

DOES ANYBODY KNOW ANY OF THESE WITNESSES? DO YOU HAVE

A CLOSE, SOCIAL, PERSONAL, OR BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP WITH

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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ANY OF THESE WITNESSES OR ARE YOU RELATED TO THEM BY BLOOD
OR MARRIAGE? IF SO, PLEASE STAND. ;

(NO RESPONSE. )

THE COURT: NO RESPONSE. MS. PARR, I'M GOING TO ASK
YOU TO STAND AND IDENTIFY YOURSELF.

MS. PARR: MY NAME IS PATRICIA SINGLETON PARR, AND I'M
ONE OF THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE TWELFTH JUDICIAL SOLICITOR'S
OFFICE.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. IS ANYONE RELATED BY BLOOD OR
MARRIAGE TO MS. PARR? DO YOU HAVE A CLOSE, SOCIAL,
PERSONAL, OR BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP WITH MS. PARR? IF SO,
PLEASE STAND. '

(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. HAS ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY
PANEL FORMED OR EXPRESSED AN OPINION ABOUT ANY ISSUE OR
MATTER INVOLVED IN THIS CASE? IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: LET THE RECORD REFLECT THERE'S NO
RESPONSE.

IS ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY PANEL AWARE OF ANY BIAS OR
PREJUDICE TOWARDS EITHER THE STATE OR THE DEFENDANT? IF
SO, PLEASE STAND.

ALL RIGHT. YOUR FULL NAME AND NUMBER?

JUROR: JAMES LYNCH. I DON'T KNOW THE NUMBER.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. MR. LYNCH, IF YOU COULD COME

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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FORWARD. YOU MAY COME FORWARD, MS. PARR.

(A BENCH CONFERENCE WAS HELD OFF THE RECORD IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE JURY PANEL, BUT OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE
JURY PANEL.)

THE COURT: MR. LYNCH IS EXCUSED FOR CAUSE.

YES, MA'AM.

(A BENCH CONFERENCE WAS HELD OFF THE RECORD IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE JURY PANEL, BUT OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE
JURY PANEL.)

THE COURT: YOU'RE EXCUSED FOR CAUSE.

(THE FOLLOWING TAKES PLACE ON THE RECORD IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE JURY PANEL, BUT OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE
JURY PANEL.)

THE COURT: SHERVY MARSH (PHONETIC) 158, IS A JUROR
THAT SAYS SHE HATES CRACK DEALERS AND PEOPLE WHO DO CRACK.
SHE WILL BE BIASED FOR THE STATE. FOR THAT REASON I HAVE
EXCUSED HER.

THE FIRST JUROR WAS NOT PUT ON THE RECORD IS JAMES
CARLYLE LYNCH. HE INDICATES HE HAS A SON ON CRACK FOR 2
YEARS. HE WOULD BE PREJUDICED TOWARD THE STATE. FOR THAT
REASON I EXCUSED HIM.

(THE FOLLOWING TAKES PLACE IN OPEN COURT.)

THE COURT: IS THERE ANY MEMBER OF THE.JURY PANEL WHO
WAS A MEMBER OF THE GRAND JURY THAT ISSUED THE INDICTMENT
IN THIS CASE? ' IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: THE RECORD WILL REFLECT THERE'S NO
RESPONSE.

IS THERE ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY PANEL WHO IS A FORMER
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR HAVE A MEMBER IN THEIR FAMILY
WHO IS A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER?- IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

IF YOU ALL COULD COME FOEWARD ONE AT A TIME.

(A BENCH CONFERENCE WAS HELD ON THE RECORD IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE JURY PANEL, BUT OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE
JURY PANEL.)

THE COURT: YOUR NAME AND NUMBER?

JUROR: MY NAME IS JAVON MACKEL (PHONETIC), I DON'T
KNOW MY NUMBER. BUT MY HUSBAND IS A FORMER HIGHWAY
PATROLMAN, ABOUT 2 YEARS AGO. AND HE PRESENTLY IS A PART-
TIME LAMAR POLICE OFFICER RIGHT NOW.

THE COURT: OKAY. 1IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT YOUR
HUSBAND IS INVOLVED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT, COULD YOU SET THAT
ASIDE AND GIVE THE STATE AND THE DEFENDANT A FAIR AND
IMPARTIAL TRIAL?

JEROR: YES, YOUR HONOR. °

THE CdURT: ALL RIGHT. YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO SERVE.
THANK YOU.

SHE WILL STAY WITH US,

YOUR NAME AND NUMBER?

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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JUROR: MY NAME IS BETTY HUGGINS. I'M SORRY, I DON'T
KNOW MY NUMBER.

THE COURT: BETTY HUGGINS. YES, MA'AM.

JUROR: MY HUSBAND WAS A PILOT FOR SLED FOR 28 YEARS.

THE COURT: OKAY; HE'S A PILOT FOR SLED? SOUNDS LIKE
A FUN JOB. 'IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT YOUR HUSBAND WAS
INVOLVED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT; COULD YOU SET THAT
RELATIONSHIP ASIDE AND GIVE BOTH THE STATE AND THE
DEFENDANT A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL?

JUROR: 1I'M CERTAIN I COULD.

THE COURT: - OKAY. AND DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD GIVE
GREATER WEIGHT TO THE TESTIMONY OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER AS OPPOSED TO SOMEONE ELSE?

JUROR: I DON'T THINK SO.

THE COURT: OKAY. IN POLITE CONVERSATION WE ALWAYS
QUALIFY WHAT WE SAY, BUT IN THESE MATTERS WE HAVE TO DEAL
IN ABSOLUTES. AND WOULD YOU GIVE EQUAL WEIGHT TO THE
TESTIMONY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND LAY WITNESSES?

JUROR: TI THINK I WOULD.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. AND ONCE AGAIN, WE DEAL IN
ABSOLUTES. IT REQUIRES A YES OR NO ANSWER. WOULD YOU GIVE
EQUAL WEIGHT TO BOTH LAY WITNESSES AND POLICE OFFICERS?

JUROR: YES.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. VERY GOOD. YOU'RE QUALIFIED
TO SERVE. THANK YOU,

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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JUROR NO. 76, SHE'S QUALIFIED TO SERVE.

YES, MA'AM.

YOUR NAME AND NUMBER?

JUROR: MY NAME IS TAMMY BENJAMIN. MY NUMBER IS 16.

THE COURT:

JUROR NO. 16. TAMMY BENJAMIN.

JUROR: MY HUSBAND IS CORPORAL BENJAMIN AT THE

FLORENCE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE. AND MY SISTER IS A

SERGEANT AT THE FLORENCE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE.

THE COURT:

ARE RELATED TO PEOPLE THAT ARE INVOLVED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT,

OKAY. AND IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT YOU

THIS DOES NOT INVOLVE THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT. IT

INVOLVES THE FLORENCE POLICE DEPARTMENT.

ARE ANY OF YOUR

RELATIVES -- DO THEY WORK FOR THE FLORENCE POLICE

. DEPARTMENT ?

JUROR: NO,

THE COURT:

SIR.

OKAY. AND MY QUESTION TO YOU IS: COULD

YOU SET ASIDE THAT RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE IN YOUR

. FAMILY WHO ARE INVOLVED IN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND GIVE BOTH

THE STATE AND THE DEFENDANT A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL?

JUROR: YES,
THE COURT:

SIR.

DO YOU FEEL AS THOUGH YOU WOULD GIVE

GREATER WEIGHT TO TESTIMONY OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AS

OPPOSED TO ANY OTHER WITNESS THAT MIGHT TESTIFY?

JUROR: NO,
THE COURT:

SIR.

ALL RIGHT. YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO SERVE.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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THANK YOU.

(THE FOLLOWING TAKES PLACE IN OPEN COURT.)

THE COURT: SHE'S QUALIFIED TO SERVE.

tADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, THIS OFFENSE IS
ALLEGED TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE ON NOVEMBER 14, 2007. HAS
ANYONE HEARD, SEEN, OR READ ANYTHING ABOUT THIS MATTER? iF
SO, PLEASE STAND.

(NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: LET THE RECORD REFLECT THERE IS INDEED NO
RESPONSE.

IS THERE ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY PANEL WHO IS A MEMBER
OF OR CONTRIBUTOR TO ANY GROUP WHICH HAS AS ITS PRIMARY
CONCERN THE PROMOTION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT? THERE ARE A
NUMBER OF ORGANIZATIONS OUT THERE SUCH AS MADD, MOTHERS
AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING, SADD, STUDENTS AGAINST DRUNK
DRIVING, CAVE, CITIZﬁNS AGAINST VIOLENT CRIMES. THE
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENTS THROQGHOUT THE STATE QUITE OFTEN HAVE
ORGANIZATIONS THAT HELP THEM, AND YOU CAN BELONG TO THAT
AND CONTRIBUTE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT.

IS THERE ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY PANEL WHO' BELONGS TO
ANY OF THESE TYPE ORGANIZATIONS? IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

YES, MA'AM, IF YOU COULD COME FORWARD.

(A BENCH CONFERENCE WAS HELD ON THE RECORD IN THE
PRESENCE OF THE JURY PANEL, BUT OUT OF THE HEARING OF THE

JURY PANEL.)

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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JUROR: DOROTHY MCCARNEY, 159.

THE COURT: JUROR NO. 159.

JUROR: I CONTRIBUTE TO MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING.

THE COURT: THIS DOESN'T INVOLVE DRIVING UNDER THE
INFLUENCE. DO YOU FEEL AS THOUGH YOU COULD SET ASIDE THE |
FACT THAT YOU ARE INVOLVED IN AN ORGANIZATION THAT SUPPORTS
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND GIVE BOTH THE STATE AND THE DEFENDANT A
FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL?

JUROR: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO SERVE. THANK YOU.

YES, SIR.

JUROR: WILLIAM ALTMAN.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. MR. ALTMAN, HOW YOU DOING?

JUROR: GOOD.

THE COURT: TELL ME WHAT YOUR SITUATION IS?

JUROR: I JUST DONATE MONEY TO THEM.

THE COURT: TO?

JUROR: ABOUT ALL OF THEM, MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK
DRIVING, ANYTHING THAT ---

THE COURT: ANY KIND OF LAW ENFORCEMENT?

JUROR: YEAH.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. COULD YOU SET THAT
RELATIONSHIP ASIDE AND GIVE BOTH THE STATE AND THE
DEFENDANT A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL BASED ON THE EVIDENCE
THAT'S PRESENTED IN THIS CASE AND THE LAW AS I CHARGE IT TO

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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YOu?

JUROR: I CAN.

THE COURT: YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO SERVE. THANK You.

JUROR NO. 151, ALTMAN.

THE COURT: YOUR NAME IS MS. HUGGINS?

JUROR: YES, IT 1IS.

THE COURT: AND WHAT JURQR NUMBER IS THIS?

JUROR: 76.

THE COURT: JUROR NO. 76. YES, MA'AM.

JUROR: I CONTRIBUTE TO THE SHERIFF'S ASSOCIATION.

THE COURT: OKAY. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT YOU
CONTRIBUTE TO THE SHERIFF'S ORGANIZATION, COULD YOU SET
THAT ASIDE AND GIVE BOTH THE STATE AND THE DEFENDANT A FAIR
AND IMPARTIAL TRIAL?

JUROR: YES, I CAN.

THE COURT: YOU'RE QUALIFIED TO SERVE. THANK YOU.

(THE FOLLOWING TAKES PLACE IN OPEN COURT.)

THE COURT: DOES ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY PANEL KNOW OF
ANY REASON WHATSOEVER WHY HE OR SHE COULD NOT SERVE AS A
JUROR IN THIS CASE WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS BEING PLACED ON
YOUR ABILITY TO BE FAIR AND IMPARTIAL TO BOTH THE STATE AND
THE DEFENDANT? IF SO, PLEASE STAND.

{NO RESPONSE.)

THE COURT: NO RESPONSE. ANY ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

FROM THE STATE?

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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MS. PARR: NO, YOUR HONOR. THE STATE DOES NOT HAVE
ANY. '

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. WE'LL PROCEED FORWARD WITH THE
SELECTION PROCESS. THE STRIKES ARE 5.

(THE JURY WAS EMPANELED AT 11:02 A.M.)

(THE JURY PANEL WAS EXCUSED.)

THE COURT: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, WE'RE
ABOUT TO BEGIN THE TRIAL OF THIS CASE, THE STATE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA VERSUS ANTHONY WILLIAMSON. THE FIRST ORDER OF
BUSINESS IS TO APPOINT A FOREMAN OF THE JURY, AND I'M GOING
TO APPOINT MS. EADDY AS FORELADY OF THE JURY. I'M GOING TO
ASK IF YOU COULD CHANGE CHAIRS WITH MR. ANDERSON HERE.

AND, MR. ALTMAN, YOU'RE THE ALTERNATE IN THIS CASE,
AND I'M GOING TO ASK THAT YOU REMAIN IN THAT CHAIR THE
ENTIRE TIME.

AND, MS. EADDY, I'M GOING TO ASK THAT YOU REMAIN IN
THAT CHAIR THE ENTIRE TIME.

THE REST OF YOU KIND OF GENERAL ADMISSION. JUST COME
IN AND FILE IN AS YOU COME OUT OF THE JURY ROOM.

PROBABLY WE'D ASK MS. EADDY AND MR. ALTMAN TO COME OUT
LAST, JUST LOGISTICALLY SO PEOPLE WON'T BE CRAWLING OVER
You.

BUT, MS. EADDY, YOU ARE GOING TO BE THE FORELADY OF
THIS JURY. AND YOU, LIKE EVERYONE ELSE, AT THE CONCLUSION
OF THE TRIAL WILL HAVE ONE VOTE WITH REGARD TO THE

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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DELIBERATIONS. BUT YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE AN ADDITIONAL
DUTY, AND THAT IS TO PRESIDE OVER THE DELIBERATION PROCESS.
THAT ESSENTIALLY IS TO ENSURE THAT EVERYBODY'S VOICE IS
HEARD IN THE DELIBERATION PROCESS.

IN ADDITION TO THAT, IF THERE ARE ANY QUESTIONS THAT
DEVELOP THROUGHOUT THE TRIAL OF THIS CASE, ANY QUESTIONS OR
CONCERNS, I'M GOING TO ASK THAT THE JURORS COMMUNICATE
THOSE CONCERNS OR QUESTIONS TO YOU. YOU CAN REDUCE THEM TO
WRITING AND GIVE THEM TO THE BAILIFF, AND HE'LL PRESENT
THEM TO ME.

AND IF IT'S SOMETHING THAT WE CAN HELP YOU WITH, WE
CERTAINLY WILL. IF IT'S A QUESTION WITH REGARD TO THE LAW,
THE_PROCEDURE, WE'LL BE HAPPY TO DO THAT WITH REGARD TO THE
DELIBERATION PROCESS. WE'LL DEAL WITH THAT A LITTLE BIT
LATER.

BUT ONE THING THAT I WANT TO ASK YOU TO DO, MADAM
FORELADY, IS TO ENFORCE THE RULE THROUGHOUT THIS TRIAL THAT
DURING THIS TRIAL THERE ARE GOING TO BE PERIODS OF TIME
WHERE WE HAVE TO TAKE UP MATTERS OF LAW OUTSIDE OF YOUR
PRESENCE. WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO DO THAT HERE MOMENTARILY.
AND IT'S ABSOLUTELY INAPPROPRIATE FOR YOU ALL TO DISCUSS
ANYTH;NG ABOUT THIS CASE.

YOU ALL DON'T KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE CASE OTHER THAN
WHAT I'VE TOLD YOU ABOUT WHAT THE ALLEGATIONS ARE AND THE
DATE OF THE ALLEGED OFFENSE.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON

89



90

W © ~ o » &= W N -

T N T T N T N S . Y S T = N
Moo W N R O W MmNy R WN RO

16

BUT YOU CANNOT DISCUSS THIS CASE IN ANY WAY, SHAPE, OR
FORM THROUGHOUT THE TRIAL OF THIS CASE. YOU CAN TALK ABOUT
THE WEATHER. YOU CAN TALK ABOUT ANYTHING YOU WANT TO TALK
ABOUT, BUT YOU CAN'T TALK ABOUT THE FACTS OF THIS CASE
DURING THE TRIAL OF THE CASE.

I WILL TELL YOU AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE TRIAL,
AFTER I CHARGE YOU THE LAW, WHEN TO BEGIN DELIBERATIONS.
BUT UNTIL THAT TIME, THERE CAN'T BE ANY COMMENT ABOUT THE
FACTS, THERE CAN'T BE ANY COMMENT ABOUT THE LAWYERS, THE
WITNESSES, ANYTHING ABOUT THIS CASE. AND, MS. EADDY, I'M
GOING TO ASK THAT YOU ENFORCE THAT RULE.

PRIOR TO DOING THAT, THERE'S A MATTER OF PROCEDURE
THAT WE HAVE TO TEND TO. I'M GOING TO ASK THAT YOU RETIRE
TO THE JURY ROOM HERE MOMENTARILY, AND DO NOT BEGIN
DISCUSSING THE CASE.

BUT BEFORE WE DO THAT, MADAM CLERK, I'M GOING TO ASK
IF YOU COULD SWEAR THE JURY IN.

(THE JURY WAS FIRST DULY SWORN AT 11:06 A.M.)

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. MADAM FORELADY, YOU MAY TAKE
THE JURY TO THE JURY ROOM. WE'LL BE WITH YOU MOMENTARILY.
DO NOT DISCUSS THE CASE.

(THE JURY RETIRES TO THE JURY ROOM AT 11:07 A.M.)

(STATE’S EXHIBIT NOS. 1, 2, AND 3 WERE PRE-MARKED FOR
IDENTIFICATION.)

THE COURT: MS. PARR, I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS MATTER IS

- STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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PROCEEDING FORWARD AS A TRIAL IN ABSENCE, AND THE DEFENDANT
DOES NOT HAVE A LAWYER. I'M GOING TO ASK IF YOU COULD TO
PLACE ON THE RECORD THE JUSTIFICATION FOR THAT.

MS. PARR: MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT. YOUR HONOR, THE
DEFENDANT WAS CHARGED WITH TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE BASE, AND
HE APPEARED BEFORE THE HONORABLE CHEVRONE SCOTT, MUNICIPAL
COURT, AND WAS GIVEN A BOND IN THIS MATTER. AND AT THAT
TIME HE WAS ADVISED WHEN HE WAS SUPPOSED TO APPEAR.IN
COURT. HE HAS NOT APPEARED.

HE WAS ALSO -- AT THAT TIME WAS DENIED THE PUBLIC
DEFENDER. AND HE WAS ADVISED THAT HE WOULD NEED TO HIRE AN
ATTORNEY. AND, YOUR HONOR, HE HAS NOT DONE SO.

THE COURT: OKAY.

MS. PARR: AND THE STATE HAS HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE
DEFENDANT. AND FOR THE RECORD, YOUR HONOR, THE DEFENbANT
HAD A PRIOR CASE IN WHICH HE HAD HIRED COUNSEL BY WAY OF
MR. ETHRIDGE FOR A MUCH OLDER CASE. AND HE WAS RELEASED --
RELIEVED AS HIS COUNSEL BECAUSE THE DEFENDANT FAILED TO
COOPERATE AND .GET IN CONTACT WITH HIM. BUT HE NEVER
APPEARED ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT ON THIS PARTICULAR
CASE.

THE COURT: OKAY.

MS. PARR: AND YOUR HONOR, FOR THE RECORD, THE STATE
IS PREPARED TO TAKE TESTIMONY FROM THE CLERK OF COURT IN

REGARDS TO THE BOND.
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THE COURT: VERY GOOD. YOU MAY CALL YOUR WITNESS.

MS. PARR: YOUR HONOR, AT THIS TIME THE STATE WOULD
CALL MS. NICOLE BETHEA.

NICOLE BETHEA, BEING FIRST

DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: PULL UP REAL CLOSE TO THAT MICROPHONE.
SPEAK LOUDLY, CLEARLY, AND SLOWLY.
' WITNESS: NICOLE BETHEA, WITH THE CLERK'S OFFICE.

AM ON B PARR:

0 AND, MS. BETHEA, WHAT DO YOU DO FOR THE CLERK'S
OFFICE?
A I'M A DEPUTY CLERK IN THE CRIMINAL DIVISION.
0 OKAY. AND HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN WITH THE CLERK'S
OFFICE?
A FOR 8 YEARS.

Q AND WHAT ARE YOUR DUTIES AS BEING EMPLOYED WITH THE

. CLERK OF COURT'S OFFICE?

A I WORK IN éRIMINAL COURT, AND HELP WITH THE FILES, AND

STUFF LIKE THAT.

Q AND ARE ONE OF YOUR DUTIES TO OVERSEE OR MAINTAIN
BOND?

A YES, IT 1IS. -

Q OKAY. NOW, THE DEFENDANT IN THIS MATTER, ANTHONY
WILLIAMSON, WAS ISSUED A BOND; IS THAT CORRECT?

A IT IS.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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OKAY. AND WHEN WAS THAT BOND ISSUED?

OCTOBER THE STH OF 2008.

AND WHO ISSUED THAT BOND?

JUDGE SCOTT.

OKAY. AND IS HE WITH THE FLORENCE MUNICIPAL COURT?
YES, HE IS.

WOULD YOU PLEASE TELL THE COURT THE CONDITIONS OF THAT

©O P O P O P O

BOND AND WHAT THE BOND WAS?

A IT SAYS THE DEFENDANT WILL PROVIDE GOOD AND SUFFICIENT
SURETY APPROVED BY THE COURT IN THE FORM HEREIN AFTER SET
FORTH IN ITS ORDER ACKNOWLEDGING AN INDEBTEDNESS TO THE
STATE IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,000. THE DEFENDANT SHALL APPEAR
AT THE TIME OF COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS BEGINNING ON
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2008 AT 9:00 O'CLOCK A.M. AT ROOM
1105 CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, 180 NORTH IRBY STREET, FLORENCE,
SOUTH CAROLINA 29501 AND REMAIN THERE THROUGHOUT THIS TERM
OF COURT. IF NO DISPOSITION IS MADE DURING THAT TIME, THE
DEFENDANT SHALL APPEAR AND REMAIN THROUGHOUT EACH
SUCCEEDING TERM OF COURT UNTIL FINAL DISPOSITION IS MADE OF
HIS CASE UNLESS OTHERWISE ORDERED BY THE COURT.

Q OKAY. AND HOW DID THE DEFENDANT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HE
WAS ADVISED OF THIS INFORMATION?

A THE BACK OF THE BOND HAS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY
DEFENDANT WHICH HE SIGNED AND HIS ADDRESS, TELEPHONE
NUMBER, AND SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER WERE PUT ON THERE.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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1 Q  AND ALSO ON THE APPEARANCE AND RECOGNITION, ON THE
2 FIRST PAGE DID HE ALSO INITIAL IT?
3 A HE DID.
4 Q  AND WAS BOND IN FACT POSTED FOR THE DEFENDANT?
5 A  YES, IT WAS.
6 Q OKAY. AND WHO WAS THAT BOND POSTED BY?
7 A  BLACK CAT BAIL BONDS.
8 Q  MADAM CLERK, ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THIS DOCUMENT?
9 A  YES, I AM.
10 Q  OKAY. AND WOULD YOU PLEASE TELL THE COURT WHAT THAT
11 1IS8?
12 A  IT'S THE BOND FORM.
13 OKAY. AND IS IT A CERTIFIED COPY?
14 YES, IT IS.
15 MS. PARR: YOUR HONOR, THE STATE WOULD MOVE TO ENTER
16 THIS INTO EVIDENCE AS A COURT'S EXHIBIT.
17 THE COURT: THAT'S COURT'S EXHIBIT NO. 1.
18 (BAIL FORM, 2 PAGES, MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION AS
19 COURT'S EXHIBIT NO. 1.)
20 Q  NOW, MADAM CLERK, TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE HAS THE DEFENDANT
21 APPEARED IN COURT?
22 A  NOT THAT I'M AWARE OF, NO.
23 Q  OKAY. AND FOR THE DEFENDANT'S FAILURE TO APPEAR,
24 WOULD YOU PLEASE TELL THE COURT WHAT HAPPENED?
25 A  THERE WAS A BENCH WARRANT ISSUED.

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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1 Q AND WHEN WAS THAT BENCH WARRANT ISSUED?
2 A I'VE GOT A BENCH WARRANT BOOK, IT'S LAYING RIGHT
3 THERE.
4 THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. LET'S LET MS. PARR HAND YOU
5 THE BENCH WARRANT BOOK.
6 A I'M SORRY, I FORGOT. ACCORDING TO THE BENCH WARRANT
7 BOOK, IT WAS ISSUED DECEMBER 18TH OF 2008.
8 0 AND WHO WAS THAT BENCH WARRANT ISSUED BY?
9 A BY THE CLERK'S OFFICE.
10 Q ALL RIGHT. AND SINCE THAT TIME HAS THE DEFENDANT BEEN
11 PICKED UP?
12 A NOT ACCORDING TO THIS, HE HAS NOT.
13 MS. PARR: NOTHING FURTHER FOR THIS WITNESS, YOUR
14 HONOR.
15 THE COURT: YOU MAY STEP DOWN. THANK YOU.
16 (THE WITNESS LEAVES THE WITNESS STAND.)
17 MS. PARR: YOUR HONOR, IF THE STATE COULD ADD ONE
18 MATTER?
19 THE COURT: CERTAINLY.
20 MS. PARR: YOUR HO&OR, THE STATE HAS MADE EVERY EFFbRT
21 1IN ORDER TO LOCATE THE DEFENDANT, EVEN USING HIS PRIOR
22 COUNSEL; AND HE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO LOCATE THE DEFENDANT.
23 THE BONDSMAN HAS ALSO GONE TO'WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA WHERE
24 THE DEFENDANT WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN, TO NO AVAIL.
25 THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. VERY GOOD. I SAID THAT'S

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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COURT'S EVIDENCE 1. IT'S NOT INTO EVIDENCE. IT'S A
COURT'S EXHIBIT. I MIS~-SPOKE.

MS. PARR: AND, YOUR HONOR, I DON'T KNOW WHETHER YOU
WANT THE DEPUTY TO CALL THE DEFENDANT'S NAME THREE TIMES IN
THE HALL.

THE COURT: IF WE COULD, IF WE COULD CALL THE NAME OF
ANTHONY WILLIAMSON THREE TIMES IN THE HALLWAY AND REPORT
BACK.

(PAUSE.)

THE COURT: MS. PARR, WHILE WE'RE WAITING. ARE YOU
GOING TO PROCEED FORWARD WITH OPENING STATEMENTS?

MS. PARR: YES, YOUR HONOR, VERY BRIEFLY.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. WE'RE GOING TO HEAR BACK FROM
THE BAILIFF HERE MOMENTARILY WITH REGARD TO THE CALLING OF
ANTHONY WILLIAMSON'S NAME. SHE'S APPARENTLY GOING AND
CALLING HIS NAME ON THE TENTH FLOOR AND THE ELEVENTH FLOOR.
AND WE'LL STAND AT EASE FOR ABOUT 2 MINUTES.

(A RECESS WAS TAKEN.) . .

THE COURT: WE'LL HEAR FROM THE BAILIFF. HAVE YOU
BEEN ABLE TO LOCATE THE DEFENDANT, ANTHONY WILLIAMSON?

BAILIFF: NO, SIR. I'VE CALLED THREE TIMES ON THE

~ TENTH FLOOR AND ON THE ELEVENTH FLOOR, AND I GOT NO

RESPONSE,
THE COURT: OKAY. THE MORE -- MS. PARR, OF COURSE,
THIS MATTER WAS GIVEN ME THIS MORNING. IT WAS GIVEN TO ME

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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THIS MORNING AND WE'VE PROCEEDED FORWARD WITH THE MATTER.
BUT I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL WAS TRIED
IN HIS ABSENCE LAST WEEK; IS THAT CORRECT?

MS. PARR: THAT IS CORRECT, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: AND WHAT WAS HE CONVICTED OF?

MS. PARR: TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE BASE SECOND OFFENSE.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. AND IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUSNESS
OF IT, THE MINIMUM MANDATORY NATURE OF IT, I'M GOING TO
APPOINT THE PUBLIC DEFENDER TO REPRESENT HIS INTEREST WITH
REGARD TO THIS MATTER. AND ANYTHING FROM THE STATE BEFORE
WE PROCEED?

MS. PARR: YOUR HONOR, THE STATE HAS MARKED FOR
IDENTIFICATION THE EVIDENCE THAT WE INTEND TO PRESENT IF
DEFENSE WOULD LIKE TO LOOK AT THAT. |

MR. MEETZE: YOUR HONOR, I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A
MOTION.

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT.

MR. MEETZE: YOUR HONOR, WITH THE DEFENDANT NOT HAVING
SHOWN UP, WE WEREN'T APPOINTED ON THIS CASE PRIOR TO THIS.
EVEN THOUGH I WILL SAY THAT I HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO HIM ON
THE OTHER CHARGES WHICH HE NEVER APPEARED FOR ANYTHING ON.
HE'S APPARENTLY BEEN GONE SINCE BEFORE THAT DATE. I HAVE A
CASE WHERE FAILING TO APPEAR FOR YOUR TRIAL IS A WAIVER, AT
LEAST ACCORDING TO MY COLLEAGUE, MR. SMITH, IS A WAIVER OF

YOUR RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY.
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AND WITH ALL THIS TAKEN PLACE AFTER THE JURY
SELECTION, I WOULD ASK TO BE RELIEVED ON THIS CASE.

THE COURT: I THINK THAT GIVEN THE NATURE OF THE CASE,
I JUST THINK IN THE INTEREST OF FUNDAMENTAL FAIRNESS IT
WOULD BE IN THE INTEREST OF JUSTICE TO HAVE SOMEONE SPEAK
ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT. AND IN VIEW OF THAT, I'M GOING
TO APPOINT YOU AND ASK THAT YOU DO THAT. VERY GOOD.

MR. MEETZE: 1I'LL LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE ---

THE COURT: WE'RE GOING TO HAVE PLENTY OF TIME OVER
THE LUNCH.

MR. MEETZE: OKAY.

(THE JURY RETURNS TO THE COURTROOM AT 11:31 A.M.)

THE COURT: MADAM FORELADY; LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF
THE JURY, WE'RE ABOUT TO BEGIN THE TRIAL OF THE STATE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS ANTHONY WILLIAMSON, 2009-GS-21-334.

AND I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU A LITTLE BIT ABOUT HOW
THIS MATTER IS GOING TO PROCEED. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE

- TRIAL, I'LL CHARGE YOU THE LAW. BUT I KIND OF WANT TO GIVE

YOU AN INTRODUCTORY SORT OF OVERVIEW OF WHAT'S GOING TO |
TRANSPIRE HERE TODAY.

AS I'D INDICATED TO YOU, I HOLD IN MY HAND HERE THE
iNDICTMENT WHERE THE DEFENDANT IS BEING ACCUSED OF
TRAFFICKING IN COCAINE BASE SEC -- TRAFFICKING COCAINE
BASE. AND THIS OFFENSE ALLEGEDLY TOOK PLACE ON NOVEMBER
14, 2007. AND THIS INDICTMENT IS MERELY A DOCUMENT. IT'S

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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MERELY A DOCUMENT. IT'S MERELY AN ACCUSATION, IT DOESN'T
HAVE AﬁY EVIDENTIARY VALUE WHATSOEVER.

THE DEFENDANT AS WE SIT HERE, ANTHONY WILLIAMSON, IS
PRESUMED TO BE JUST AS INNOCENT AS ME OR YOU, THE
PROSECUTOR, OR ANY OF THESE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.
THAT'S A RIGHT THAT BELONGS TO US AS AMERICAN CITIZENS, IS
A PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE.

MR. WILLIAMSON HAS PLED NOT GUILTY TO THIS OFFENSE.
AND HE IS PROTECTED WITH THIS PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE.
IT'S SORT OF LIKE A CLOAK THAT PROTECTS ALL OF US AS
AMERICAN CITIZENS.

THE DEFENDANT NEED NOT TESTIFY. HE NEED NOT PRESENT
ANY EVIDENCE. ’ '

THE BURDEN OF PROOF IS ON THE STATE. THEY'RE THE ONES
THAT BROUGHT THIS CHARGE. WE LIVE IN A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC
SOCIETY. WHEN SOMEONE IS ACCUSED OF A CRIME, THE STATE HAS
THE BURDEN OF PROOF. IN SOME THIRD-WORLD COUNTRIES, YOU
CAN BE ACCUSED OF A CRIME, HAULED BEFORE A TRIBUNAL, AND BE
REQUIRED TO PROVE YOUR INNOCENCE. 1IN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA THAT'S NOT THE CASE.

QUITE OFTEN IT MIGHT BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL
TO PROVE THEIR INNOCENCE. THE BURDEN IS COMPLETELY ON THE
STATE. THEY NEED TC PROVE THIS OFFENSE OF TRAFFICKING IN
COCAINE BASE, EACH AND EVERY ELEMENT BEYOND A REASONABLE
DOUBT. THOSE ARE IMPORTANT WORDS. I'M GOING'TO CHARGE YOU

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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AT THE END OF THE CASE WHAT BEYOND A REASONABLE DQUBT
MEANS.

BUT THE STATE HAS THE HIGHEST BURDEN OF PROOF KNOWN TO
OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM, PROOF BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT.

IMAGINE WITH ME IF YOU WILL THE SCALES OF JUSTICE
WHERE THE LADY IS BLINDFOLDED FROM ALL BIAS AND FROM ALL
PREJUDICE. MANY OF YOU HAVE BEEN PROBABLY BEEN SUMMONSED
TO PARTICIPATE IN A JURY TRIAL IN A CIVIL COURT WHICH
ESSENTIALLY DEALS WITH MONEY, A CAR WRECK, A MEDICAL MAL
PRACTICE CASE, A CONTRACT DiSPUTE WHERE CITIZENS ARE
ARGUING ABOUT MONEY. IN THAT CASE THE PLAINTIFF, THE ONE
WHO IS BRINGING THE CIVIL LAWSUIT, ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS
TILT THE SCALE JUST A LITTLE BIT IN THEIR FAVOR IN ORDER
FOR THEM TO PREVAIL.

IN- BOTH TRIBUNALS TﬁE SCALES START OFF EVEN. 1IN A
CIVIL CASE IF THE PLAINTIFF TILTS THE SCALE JUST A LITTLE
BIT IN THEIR FAVOR, THE PLAINTIFF WINS BECAUSE THAT'S ALL
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT IS MONEY.

BUT IN A CRIMINAL SETTING IT'S DIFFERENT THAN THAT.
THE STATE HAS TO PROVE EACH AND EVERY ELEMENT OF THE
OFFENSE BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT. IT'S THE HIGHEST
ELEMENT OF PROOF KNOWN TO OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM. AND I
ENVISION THAT AS LOCKING UP THE SCALES. .

LADIES AND éENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, ANY TIME YOU'RE

SUBPOENAED TO PARTICIPATE AS A JUROR, YOU ARE THE SOLE AND

STATE VS. ANTHONY TYRONE WILLIAMSON
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EXCLUSIVE JUDGES OF THE FACTS. WHEN A WITNESS TAKES THE
WITNESS STAND, YOU NEED TO ASK YOURSELF WHAT OPPORTUNITY
THIS INDIVIDUAL HAD TO SEE AND OBSERVE THE THINGS TO WHICH
THEY TESTIFIED TO. _ASK YOURSELF WHETHER THIS WITNESS HAS
INTEREST OR BIAS ABOUT ANYTHING THAT THEY'RE SAYING. ASK
YOURSELF WHETHER OR NOT THE TESTIMONY OF THIS WITNESS IS
bORROBORATED OR CONTRADICTED BY OTHER EVIDENCE, OTHER
TESTIMONY.

YOU CAN BELIEVE ONE WITNESS OVER MANY, MANY WITNESSES
OVER ONE. YOU CAN BELIEVE ALL OF WHAT ONE WITNESS SAYS,
NONE OF WHAT ONE WITNESS SAYS, OR A PART OF IT; THAT'S
COMPLETELY WITHIN YOUR DISCRETION IN YOUR COLLECTIVE WISDOM
AS A JUROR.

OTHER THINGS THAT THE LAW ALLOWS YOU TO TAKE IN TO
CONSIDERATION IS THE DEMEANOR dF A WITNESS. ANY OF US WHO
HAVE TEENAGE CHILDREN SOMETiMES IT'S NOT AS IMPORTANT AS
WHAT YOUR TEENAGE CHILD SAYS TO YOU BUT THE WAY THEY SAY
IT. AND THE LAW ALLOWS YOU TO TAKE THAT INTO
CONSIDERATION. USE YOUR GOOD, COMMON SENSE. LOOK AT WHAT
THEY SAY AND THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY SAY IT. EVALUATE
THEIR DEMEANOR AS THEY TESTIFY.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF .THE JURY, YOU ARE THE SOLE AND
THE EXCLUSIVE JUDGES OF THE FACTS. THE LAW DOES NOT EVEN
ALLOW ME TO EVEN COMMENT ON THE FACTS. YOU ARE THE SOLE
AND 