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MS. BAILEY: " Thank you, Your Honor. Do we need to
heaf other pretrial motions first or do you want to go
straight to the Jackson hearing?‘

THE COURT: However you all want to handle it.

MR. GOUDE: ' We've got a few normal- ones, Judge.
One, we would move that the Prosecution produce any
frosecutiqn ﬁitnesses’ statements that they-ﬁave not yet
provided»to us.

THE COURT: All right, yeah, are there any - you
talking about éﬁt—of—court statéments ~-—- |

. MR. GOUDE: Yés, Your thor.

THE COURT: --- prior statements? Is there any been

'~ that have not been produced?

MS. BAILEY: . No,.Your Honor. .
THE COURT:  Okay. .
MS. BAILEY: : Several were taken at the scene. Those

;

have all been provided to Mr. Gooden in preparation for this
trial. I did go out and interview all the witnesses but did
not take any recording or written»statements from them.

" THE COURT: All right.

MR. GOUDE: Your Honor, fhe second would be a motion
in limine to ask the Prosecptor to advise us what impeachable
offenses they contend that Mr:. Gooden has on his record in
case he testifies.

THE COURT: All right, in the event he testifies
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what's the prior record do you have?

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor, in 2007 a larceny
of a firearm out of North Carolina. He received a 10 to 12-
month sentence on that. We did some research and found out
that is a Class H felony in North Carolina and the potential
sentence is up to 20 months in prison. .Also, in 1992 he was .
convicted of a strong-arm robbery here in Georgetown or in
South Carolina. He violated his parole on that strong-arm
robbery charge in 1999 and was released from confinement on
January 18th of 2002. I called and verified that with Carol
Joyner at the Department of Corrections. Since he was
released from confinement in the last 10 years it's the

State's contention that that is an impeachable offense.

THE COURT: - When was he released?
'MS. BAILEY:  January 18th of 2002.
THE COURT: Okay, all right, so, you're talking about

larceny of a ' firearm and strong-arm robbery; correct?

MS. BAILEY: Yes, yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right, Mr. Goude, anything else?
MR. GOUDE: Judge, we would just ask that - we know

that on the‘strong—arm robbery and attempt to commit strong-
arm robbery aré'1992 convictions. The Solicitor has indicated
we were released from prison less than 10 years ago. I would
just say that the original conviction date is almost 20 years

ago, 1992. The offense would've occurred before that.  So, it
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would've been 20 years ago, and he - Mr. Gooden went to
prison, then was out of prison, violateq parole and went back
in. So, that's how it’s within the ten-year deal,'but we
would say that it’s still foo remote and’not relevant and the
prejudicial effect since it happened 20'yearsAégQ outweighs
any crédibility issues in this case and we would%ask that it.
be excluded and not be brought out on cross by the Prosecution
during Mr. Gooden's testimony.

THE COURT: All right, so, what's the probative

value, credibility issue?

MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, to éo to the Defendaﬁt's
credibility particularly because it'é our understanding that
self~defense is going toAbe an issue in this,case} not
necessarily self-defense per se but the, that the victim was
picking on the Defendant, that thére may have been somé,
physical altercation in the past; and so, each, you know -
obviously the victim does have a violent record and will -be

cross examined on that. So, it is extremely probative ——-

THE COURT: Well, yeah.
MS. BAILEY: --—- as to credibility that the ---
THE COURT: Well, on credibility but now, if you're

talking - trying to paint him .as a violent peréon then that's
going to have a pretty prejudicial effect, and this, I mean,
the strong-arm robbery is not evidence in this crime.

MS. BAILEY: Absolutely, Your Honor, I agree.
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THE COURT: So, the sole guestion is credibility.

MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, and strong-arm robbery
is, is'a crime of dishonesty in taking money fromlsomebody
else, just like petit larceny is a crime of dishonesty.

THE COURT: Well, and T understand that but you just,
you - your argument, what tapped me in waé your argument that
it shows he’s a violent person. |

MS. BAILEY: .Your Honor, the State does not intend to
go into that. The State does not intend to argue thét he is a
violent person.

THE COURT: ' Okay. »

MS. BAILEY: And I would just note for the record I'm
looking for the exact rule ﬁo&’that the rule states it’s ten
years from:the‘release of confinement or subefvision.

" THE COURT: Well, I understand that and it's

ladmissible under that but I still have to balance the

probative value versus the prejudicial effect. I mean,
otherwise, it meets - if it was not within the ten years it
wouldn’t come in period, but it is within the ten years. So,
now I have to measure the probative value versus the |
pfejudicial effect against the Defendant. Let me hear from
you on that, Mr. Goude.

-MR. GOUDE: Judge, as the Solicitor pointed out in
this case the victim has a violent criminal record and he and

a gang of his friends and I don't mean gang like the Bloods

- o~
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and the Crips. or the Jessie James gang or whatever, Jjust more

than one person of friends of his were continually picking on
Mr. Gooden till Mr. Gooden eventually, as many people do,
picked an incorrect response to their pickingion him. Instead
of éalling tﬁé~policelqr moviﬁg out of town or any of a |
million other things he could've done. he threw gasoline on one
of the guysp‘ So, if Mf. Gooden testifies to bring out the
history between them and his fear-of the people, the

Prosecutor, if they're allowed to ask him,.will show that he's

lgot a prior criminal record and I imagine I would Want to show

that to shdw - to try to bring‘bﬁt-thegword strong and fry to

bring out the”word armed and emphasize, you know, with my

‘lvoice on those when I'm talking to the jury, strong-arm
‘robbery ahd éttempted strong-arm robbery, so Mr. Gooden

‘himselﬁ,is;a Viqlent'person, has already been chVicted of

this and,héw can he say he's like a victim to theivictim‘bf
picking 05 him when he’s already been in prison for strong-arm
robbery and attempted strong,'strong—armvrobbery. AThat's what
I would do if I was the Prosecutor if it's admissible and
those things happéﬁed 20 years ago when he was --- |

THE COURT: Yeah, all right, I'm going tq go ahead -
I'm not going'to let .you use the strong-arm robbgry.

MS. BAILEY: Your Honor —--

THE COURT: You can, you can use the larceny of a

| firearm but I'm going to ~ I think prejudicial effect far
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outweighs the probative value.
MS. BAILEY: Can I, can I just for the record point

Your Honor to State v. Al-Amin, 353:S.C. 405, which held that

crimes involving dishonesty are automatically admissible for
impeachment purposes without the requirement that the Court
balance the probative value against the prejudicial effect.
That case also noted thét armed robbery like shoplifting is a

crime of dishonesty.

THE COURT: What is that case now?
MS. BAILEY: State v. Al-Amin.
" THE COURT: And when was that?

MS. BAILEY: And it - it was in 2003, it was Court of

Appeals in 2003.

THE COURT: And it says I don't weigh the prejudicial
effect ——-

MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: ——-— versus the probative value?

MS. BAILEY: When it’s a - it says when it’s a crime

of dishonesty that you do not weigh the prejudicial effect and
it notes arméd robbery specifically like shoplifting.

THE COURT: Well, let me pull that ﬁp because I - if
I'm applying the wrong law I need to take a look at it. So,
let me - what is the case?

MS. BAILEY: State v. Al, A-L dash Amin, A-M-I-N,

it's 353 s.C. 405.

B =g =0



12

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Motions 37

THE COURT: All right, let's take a short recess.
Let me go take a look at that.

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Because I thought everything had to be
prejudicial effect. So, that one says even if the prejudicial
effect far outweighs - even if you have one minute probative
value ---

MS. BAILEY: The, the court ---

‘THE‘COURT: g —--- and a billion percent prejudicial
effect I don't consider that at all is what that case says?
| MS. BAILEY: That case says that that particular
balancing test fOr probative versus prejudibial doesn’t come
into efféct,when it's a crime of dishonesty.

THE COURT: All right, let me take a look at that;
All right, I'll be back in a second.

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

_OFF THE RECORD
(On the record.) -

(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the
presence of the jury.)

THE COURT: All right, I went and checked. Mr.
Goude, I'm going to reverse my ruling. They are going to be
able to use the strong-arm robbery. It is a crime of
dishonesty. So, it can be used to attack your client’s

credibility i1f he takes the stand.
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Opening Statement by Ms. Bailey » 58

opening charges by the State?

»MS. BAILEY: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any by the Defense?

MR. GOUDE: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey, you wish to make

an opening statement?

MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, may it please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes, ma’ am.
MS. BAILEY: There’s no excuse. October 22™ of 2010,

almost exactly a year ago Ronald Gooden walked in the Shaw’s
Corner Store, walked directly up to Curtis Anderson, squirted
gasoline all over him and 1lit him on fire. There's no excuse
for that. There is no excuse for doiné that to another human
being. I'm sure you're wondering why he did that and you’ll
hear why. He says he was being picked on. He says he was
being called names. There's no excuse for that.

Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Erin Bailey. I'm an
Assistant Solicitor here in Georgetown. In South Carolina we
call the prosecutor solicitors, which is a little bit of
ancient language. 1In other states they're called district
attorneys or state’s attorneys. It's all the same thing. I
represent the State of South Carolina when a crime has been
committed. |

You may see sitting at the table with me our in-house

investigator, Steve Brown. He operates my equipment and will
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Opening Statement by Mr. Goude ' 59

help get some things up on.your computer screen so that you
can see all the evidence in this case.

This case won't be long. It's not complicated. You will
hear from witnesses. There was a store full of people there
when it happened. You're going to-hear from the officers that
investigated on the scene. You're going to get to see some of
the evidence and judge for yourself.

Jury service is one of the most important constitutional
services that we have in this country and I know that for some
of you this is jury number tWo this week and I thank you so
mu;h for your patience and your service this week. I ask that
yoﬁ be patient just a little while longer to hear the evidence
in fhis case, consider it carefully and to come back and let
the Defendant know there is no excuse for lighting another
person on fire.

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Goude, does the Defense
wish‘to make an opening statement?

.MR. GOUDE: Thank you, Your Honor, yes.

My name is Reuben Goude. I'm a lawyer here in

|Georgetown. I'm representing Ronald Gooden who is seated over

there beside me. What I ask you to do is>listen to the
witnesses testify, listen and watch any exhibits that we put
into evidence with the court reporter, and when we finish this
case whether that's - it's 11:30 now, whether that's today or

tomorrow morning I will come back up here and talk with you
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Jackie Shaw — Direct by Ms. Bailey 60

all and go over and ask you how to vote in regards to your
verdict. Thank you. |

. THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey, you can call your
first witness..

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor the State calls

-Jackie Shaw.

Whereupon, Jackie Shaw was called to the stand, duly
sworn by the clerk and testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state
your name for the record.
MR. SHAW: Jackie Shaw.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. BAILEY:

Q. Mr. Shaw, please be sure to speak into the microphone

tand speak up so we can all hear you; all right?

Okay.

Mr. Shaw, do you own a store in Andrews?
. Yes, ma'am.

And what storé is that?

Shaw's Corner Stofe.

Is that located in Georgetown County?

Yes, ma'am.

And how long have you had the store?

About five, six, seven years.

All right, and just to set the scene a little bit what

1




16

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jackie Shaw - Direct by Ms. Bailey 63
Q So, who all was standing up at the front?
A It was me, Curtis, Al Giles, Herman Scott, Candy Man and

my wife was in and out.

Q. Okay, and.what happened next?

A After that, a few minutes after that everything had die

down and everybody just been in thatlpart and talking to each

‘other and he came in the store.

Q - So, he had left again at some point?

A Yes, ma'am, he left and then he came back.

Q Okay, what hapﬁéned then?

A Theﬁ he came - he stayed around thére for a little while

and he came in the store. My wife was leaving. They was kind
of passing each other at the same time and she tried to, you

know, to talk, hey, then he didn't really pay her no attention

|land he came right on up kind of sideways and the next thing I

know he said, yo, boo, flip and that's what happened.

Q Okay, and so, tell us more'specifically what it is that

‘|you saw, you saw - did you see him walk in the door?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay, and so, did he pass your wife when he walked in
fhe door?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay, did he - what did he do then, did he walk around

the store, did he go straight somewhere?

A No, ma'am, he just came straight up to where we were.
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Jackie Shaw — Direct by Ms. Bailey , 64
Q Okay, and what did he do then?
A He, the guys been over there talking and they didn't pay

him no attention and usuaily when he come in he usually

regularly get a beer or a cigarette or, you now, and for some

reason he just didn't and he came up there and the guys was on

my right side and he said, yo, then he throw something and

light and ran out.

Q Okay, and so, -did you see fire?
A l Yes} I sure did. (
0 ' Okay, did it - did - was it a little bit of fire that

spread slowly or was it a big flash?
A It, it was a big flash.

Q Okay, -and so, did you see Mr. Gooden pour something on

him, on Mr. Anderson?

A He throwed something and iE was flammable.

Q Okay. - v :

A Uh-huh.

Q And what was the next thing that you saw after that?

A Everything was on fire.

Q Okay, and do you know Mr. Gooden, how well do you know
him?

A I know him just.by being around. I don't know him
personally ---

0 Uh-huh.

A ~-— but I just know him because, you know.
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Whereupon, Timothy Harrelson waé called to the stand,
duly sworn by the ‘clerk and testified as follows:

THE CLERK: - Thank you. Please be seated and state
your name for the fecord. l

MR. HARRELSON: My name is Timothy Hafrelson.

THE COURT: . All right, Ms. Bailey.

MS. BAiLE¥: . Thank you, Your Honor.

| . DIRECT. EXAMINATION

BY MS. BAILEY: | |
Q‘ Officer Harfelson,‘could you tell us hbw long have you

been in .law enforcement?

A Since 2009.
Q And where have you worked?
A Georgetown County Sheriff's Office, Andrews Police

Department .and now currently employed with Jamestown.

Q Okay, aﬁd 6h‘bttober 22nd ofi2010 where were you employed
then? |

A . Andrews Police Deparfment.

Q °~ And did you have reason to respond to the Shaw's Corner
Store?

A I did.

Q And can you tell us about what you found when you got
there?

A I was flagged down by a pedestrian, explained to me that

she had observed a man on fire running across Martin Luther’
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King Boulevard, which is adjacent to Shaw’s Corner .Store. I
immediately was in route to that. As I was in route I was
called by central dispatch: They explained to me -the same
thing, told them I was already in route. Whenever I arrived
on the scene I could see obvious signs of smoke in the air,
didn't see anybody. They said he was inside. I immediately
ran inéide, found Mr. Curtis Anderson inside walking around
dazed, a little lethargic to say the least. YHe was obviously

burned to a large extent.

Q@  Can you describe where the burn injuries were on his
body?
A All over his facé, nose, mouth, th;oat afea, on his

chest, down his side, his arm. He was burned very severely.
His skin was'peeling off to say the least. ”

0 " And how was he dressed when you got there?

A When I got there he was wearing burned, tailored pants
dark-color, no shirt. They had torn his shirt off of him
because it was burning. |

0 And while you were on the scene did — was there a
commotion outside?

A There was. While I was inside tending to him keeping
him, trying to keep him incoherent I heard a lot of screaming
and chabs outside. As I ran outside to find out what was
going on I saw Mr. Gooden and my partner tussling on the

ground and a crowd surrounding them.

1¢
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little bit. Could you déscribe more about ﬁhe scene when you
got there?

A Whenever I arfived on scene there was a bupch of people
standing in the parking lot waiving me in. The - I could see
smoldering clothes laying in the highway from where he had
apparently ran across the street. There was éﬁolderiﬁg
clothes in a trashcan where they had put a bunch of stuff in
the trashcan.and tried té out the fire. His clothes were

continuing to burn because of the gasoline. . When I got inside.

‘he was - his - the skin on his face was ---

Q When you say he who do you mean?

A Mr. Anderson, Curtis Anderson, the victim'in the case.
His skin was peeling away from his face. It was a very - it
was a gruesome scene to say the least. He - I'm trying,
trying not to be too terribly graphic. He was missing skin on
his face, his throat.area, down his chest, his stomach, his
side and all down his arm.

Q Let's go back to that statement that yourtook on the way
to the jail, have you had the opportunity to review what hés

been previously marked as State's Exhibit Number Nine?

A I have.
o] And could you describe what is on this CD?
A It is a - basically, a confession to what happened by

Mr. Gooden from the ---

Q It is, is it a true and accurate tape or recording of
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(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the
presence of the jury.)

THE éOURT: All right, anything from the State before
we bring the jury in?

MS. BAILEY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the Defenseé

MR. GOUDE: No, sir.

THE COURT: "All right, let's go ahead and bring the
jury in.

(Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of
the jury.)

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, welcome .
back. I remind you if you havé’any celivphones or pagers
please .turn those off at this time.

Ms. Bailey, you can call your néxt witness.

MS. BAILEY: @ Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
Matt Hoeffer.

THE COURT: All right.

Whereupon, Matthew Hoeffer was called to the stand, duly
sworn by the clerk and testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state
your name for the record.

MR. HOEFFER: My name is Matthew Hoeffer.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. BAILEY:
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Q; And where are you -employed?

A Andrews Police Department.

Q How long have you been in law énforcement?

A A little over four yeérs.

Q ‘And where all have you been employed?

A - T worked three years here in the City of Georgetown

before- going to Andfews*about a ysar ago.

o) -, On October 22™ of 2010 did you have reason to go to the

|1Shaw’s Corner Store in Andrews?

A . Yes, ma'am.

Q And what did you‘find,when you arrived? .
A I found Officer Harrelson standing with the victim

Curtis Anderson in the parking 1ot of the Corner "Store. ' I

-|observed Mr. Anderson to have Severé third—dégfee burﬁs to his

chest, face and both of his arms.
Q I'm going to hand up to you what’s beeh;breviously
marked as State's Exhibits Seven and Eight. Do you recognize

those pictures?

A - . Yes, ma’am, I do.
0 What are those pictures of? .
A They are pictures of the victim Mr. Anderson in the back

of the ambulance.

Q And do those pictures fairly and accurately depict his

‘injuries - and his state when you arrived at the scene?

A Yes, ma'am, they do.
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apparently some of his clothing had fallen off and also where
they tried to douse him with water to put the fire out.

Q Please pull up State's Exhibit Six. For the record,
we’re now looking at State's Exhibit Six. Could you please
describe what we’re loocking at here? '

A ‘Yes, ma‘'am, again, this is just a vantage point further
back right here at the corner of the bar in front of that
Coca-Cola cooler was where the victim, Mr. Anderson, would
have been standing where he was set on fire and then where he

retreated back into the office.

Q And where is the door in relation to this picture?
A From this vantage point it would be off to my left.
0 Thank you. After you responded to the scene was the

Defendant there when you first got there?

A No, ma'am.
Q Did the Defendant arrive there?
A Yes, ma'am, I was in inside with Officer Harrelson and

the victim Mr. Anderson. We received information that the
subject was outside. I exited straight out the front door and

proceeded into the gravel portion of the parking lot. On the

|other side of that gravel along Martin Luther King Drive

there's a grass edge to the roadway. i observed the
Defendant, Mr. Gooden, standing in that grassy section there.
He put his hands up in the air and stated, “It’s me. I did

it.” At that point, I took my tazer out of its holster,
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A Yes, Curtis Anderson.
‘:Q Okay.
A And just be - T was talking to the owner, you know, we

were laughing and joking and everything; and so, when I glance
or turn to the side at an angle I notice Ronald because liké I
say Curtis's got a wide frame and Ronald is more skinnier.

So, I noticed Ronald when he came in and he's Iike hévleaned

forward and said, you know, “Like I told you,” that's all I

'could'hear,)ydu know, could hear and then after that, bam, he,

Mr. Anderson burst out in flames.

Q Did you know Ronald beforewthis?

A Yes, I do. |

Q . And how long have you known him?

A Me and.him came — Jgrow up fogether in school. So, I

knowed him probably 20, 20 something years, 30 years.

Q . " And you're certain it was him that you saw walk into the
store? |

A Yes, ma'am.’

Q Okay, can you pull up State’s Five, please. If you’ll

look at your screen there we’re going to look at a picture.

Using this picture could you describe where you were standing?

A I was standing exactly at the corner, at the, at the
bar.
Q The corner that is closest to the camera or the corner

that is furthest away from the camera?
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A

Furthest away to the camera, on the corner on the right-

hand side furthest away.

Q

A

Q

Okay, and where was Curtis Anderson standing?

He was standing right there where the like - where the

racks at right there on the right-hand side on the counter.

Okay, and after you said that you saw - can you describe

it again what, what you saw happen?

A Just like a explosion pretty much.

Q Okay.

A Yeah, he was on fire.

Q After that explosion what’s the next thing that you
remember?

). The next thing when that happened, Mr. Anderson he ran

towards mé and the small room behind it he ran towards me, he

was on fire and we was trapped up in the room.

Q

A
Q
A

S0, you and he were both in that room?
In that small room, correct.
Was that door opened or closed when it happened?

That's - I can't remember. I know he came — I can't

remember if it was open or closed.

Q

A

Q

A

Okay, but both of you ended up back in that small room?
Correct, correct.
And what happened next?

When he came in the room, iike I say, it was dark but

the lights from him because he was so much still in flames
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pretty much it - I was able, I was able - I felt, I fell down
first and I jumped back up because he caﬁe so quickly upon me;
and so, at the time I reached and try to find a rag so I can

try to pat out him. So,-that's what I done. Like I say, and

that room was filled with - that's where he keep his boxes and

‘| containers and paper and stuff like that. So, you know, I was

careful what I grab to try to out him because like I say he
was - his shirt and everything was on fire. So, I pat him,
out, out him, and then at that time we tried to exited. We
couldn’t because the counter and everything else was -
cOulén’t let us get out.

Q Okay, why, why couldn't - well, at this point was he

completely put out or was he still on fire?

A Correct, .yes, he was out.
Q He was, okay, and so, why couldn't you exit at that
point?

1A Because of the - the - from the fire that the trashcan

and I guess whatever that he’ﬁsed got on the side of the wall
gnd the counter so we was trapped then, we couldn’t get out at
the time at least about less than a minute.

Q And what happened next?

A After that we came out, kept him calm. So, I was on my
cell phone calling 911 at the time, and we kept him calm
talking to him, you know, he was nodding his head and

everything, and then, then he went outside. We tried to get
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THE COURT: All right, he's free to go. Thank you
very much. The State can call its next witness.

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
Curtis Anderson.

WHEREUPON, Curtis Anderson’was called to the stand, duly

sworn by the clerk and testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state
your name for the record. -y
MR. ANDERSON: Yes, my name is Curtis Anderson.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. BAILEY:

Q Do you need some water?
A Yes.
0 Curtis, I'm going to ask that you speak into the

microphone and loudly and clearly so everybody in the jury can
hear you; okay?

A Yes.

0 And I know this is painful for you emotionally and
physically. So, I apologize for some sensitive questions, but

on ‘October 22" of 2010 were you up at Shaw's Corner Store?

A Yes, .ma'am.

0 And how long had you been there?

A . I can't really remember.

Q Would it be fair to say you were there on and off all

day?
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-|next thing after watch out what's the next thing that you

2

remember?

A Me being on fire.

Q Okay, and do/yoﬁ know who set you on fire?

A Yes, ma'am.

0] Who's that?

A Ronald Gooden.

Q Did you know him before this incident?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q How lohg have you known him?

A I know him for a while, probably about a year or so.

Q Okay, and is he here in the courtroom today?

A Yes, ma'am.

0 . And where is he?

A Right there.

Q Okay, after - how did you end up leaving the scéne that
night?

A - I remember getting in the ambulance and I remember going

to a football field and getting into a helicopter and that's

pretty much it.

Q Okay, where did that helicopter take you?

A Augusta, Georgia.

Q And did you get medical treatment in Augusta?

A Yes.

Q Is there specialized medicine there? Is that why they
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took you there?

A Yes.

o} And what kind of hospital do they have there?

A It’s a burn center, it's a burn unit for a third degree
énd third degree burns.

Q And how long were'you at the burn center in Augusta?

A About thrée months.

Q.‘ And after you were released from the burn center where
did - did they let you go home?

A Né, ma'am, I went to a rehabilitation center in Floreﬁce.
Q . And how long did you have.to stay there? A
A For about almost a month.

Q And after three months in. the burn center and one month
at the rehab center were you released then to come home?
Yes.

What kind of - are you still under a doctor’s care?
Yes.

And how often do you éée the doétor?

‘Every month.

And where do you see the doctor?

In Charleston.

And which doctor is that?

Dr. Mullins.

And where is his primary practice?

- o I ol 2 I I © B © S

In Augusta, Georgia.
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Q Okay, so, you meet him in Charleston once a month?

A Yes.

Q Do you know how long you‘re‘going to have to do that
for? -

A "No, I don't.

Q ‘During the time that you were in the burn éenter and up

until today could you'please tell us more about the injuries
that you sustained-and what kind of treatments yoﬁ’ve had to
undérdo?. | | o |

A i Well, I burned .the.right siae'of my face, my lips, my
chih,.my throat, my whole right arm, my right-hand, my ieft

hand, my chest and my stomach and I .got grafts on my stomach,

.grafts oh my legs, all over.

:Q .Did you say you had grafts?

A : Yes, ma‘aml

) Okay, and what, what is a graft’

A Where they had to take skin from my legs to redo my face

and to redo my arms and-my body and my‘hands.

o} Okay, what degree - do you know what degree burné'you
have? |

A Third-degree.

Q | And were you under treatment to prevent any, any other

injuries as a result of those third-degree burns?
A I don't understand what you mean.

Q Did they, did they put you on antibiotics to prevent
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Q And why is that?
A At - well, while they’re doing the injections to my face

they’ re putting medication in my skin. So, as it, as it éo in
it swells the skin. Once it swells it releases. So, when
they release it I can't have this on or it's pushing the
medicine out. So, I don't wear it.

Q Okay, I apologiée to make you do this but I want this

mask off and let them see your scars?
A Yeah. | '

‘MS. BAILEY: And Your Honor, I would ask for
permission because the‘side that is scarred is facing away
from the jury permiésion‘for him to come down and stand in
front of the jury.'

THE COURT: ‘Well; I mean, he can do'that or he can
just stand right there and turn and face them, however you
want to present.it,Iill;al}ow him to do that.

MS. BAILEY: Okay.

BY MS. BAILEY:

0 If you could, if you could stand up?
A (Complies with request.)
Q And walk over here about to the corner of that rail and

if 'you could look over by that door, look towards that flag.
Okay, thank you. You can héve a seat and you can put your

mask back on if you need to. Now, you said that you had known

’
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3

duly sworn by the clerk and.testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Goude.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. GOUDE:

Q

Ronald, if you would tell the ladies and'gentlemen of

the jury your full legaiﬁﬁame.

+

Q

Q

A
Q
A
Q
A

years

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

My name is Ronald Edwérd-Gooden.
What is your date of,birth and how old are you?
My date of birth is I'm 41 years old.

And what’s your marital status? Are you married now or

not married?

I'm single.

And do you have‘any children?

Yes, I have two. o

And what are tﬁeir ages and sexes?

I have one 19 here in South Carolina. I have one ten
old in North Caroiiné.

And the one that’s 19 is that a boy or a girl?

He’s a boy, a boy.

And where does hewlive?

He live with his grandmother in Andrews, South Carolina.

Okey-dokey, now} where were you raised as a child?

I was raised partially Bridgeport, Connecticut, and then

I moved here when I was about ten years old, South Carolina.
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Q Andvyou lived in’Andrewé from the time you were about
ten years old until about what age?

A Till I was about} I'd. say about 20, 21.

Q And did you move back there, this is October 2011 today,
this incident that.we’re here in court on was October of 2010,
a year ago, when had you moved back to Andrews before -this
incident last year?

That was at the endlof 2009.

20097

Yes.

So, you’d been living back in'AndreWS‘roughly a year?
Roughly a year.

And Where'didiyou live in Andrews?

L G R © R R © B

I lived.at the bottom of Jones where my father gave me a

trailer. It was like a fix up and try to get myself back on
Q - Okay, now, for most of the end of 2009 up until this

father’s trailer?

A Yes, sir.

Q And for most of that time period who élse was living in
the trailer with you?

A It was just me by myself.

Q All right, now, whaf was your fihancial condition during

most of that time, the end of 709 up till October of 20107
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A I was broke,-eécuse me.
Q ' Did you have money to have the lights, the electricity

turned on in the ‘trailer while you were living there?
A No.
Q Ahd,did you have the money to have the city wéter and

the city sewéruturned on in the.trailer while you were living

there?
A _'No, not yet:
Q wa;Aif_yqu had#hofeléctriCity how were .you able to)ruh

a’refriéérafor'iﬁiyour'frailér~to kéep your,fobd in‘fhe
refrigefator?
. ‘MS.>BAILEY:’ 1 Objection,. Your Honor, I’m not sure of the
relévance of this line of quéstioning.
THE’C6ﬁﬁfj S I'm éging to allow it. Go ahead.

Q. If you hadlno electri;ity how were you;abie to keep‘your
refrigergtor running in yoﬁf trailer to keep,the food in it? |
A We;l, it waén’t; it wasn;t nothing inside the trailer, .
there was nothing, no refrigérator, no stove. ,It,was.just I
got a bed and I just had a bed. |

Did you have é vehicle during this period of time?
_'No, I haven’t. |

No car, no truck?

No..

Where would you often go to get something‘to eat?

I would go to Shaw’s Corner Store.
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Q And what type of things did they sell there to eat or to
drink?

A I would basically get like a hot dog, two hot dogs, a

sausage and something to drink or I might get a beer, buy some

cigarettes.

Q Did they sell sodas, soft drinks?

A Yes, sir.

0 Did they sell like orange juice and milk, things like
that?

A Yes.

0 Approximately how far down Jones Avenue was it from your

trailer where you lived to Shaw’s Country Store?

A I'd say about a half a mile or probably a little bit
more. It’s a stretch going up the block, all the way up the
block, yes.

0 Now, at some point while you were living there in the
trailer did you try to get a tenant to move into the trailer

to help you financially?

A Yes.

Q And did you get a tenant to move in?

A Yes, I found one.

Q Who was the person’s name?

A Well, his name was Johnny Bradshaw.

Q And after - and about when was it when he moved into the

trailer with you roughly?
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A It was probably two weeks or something prior to this
incident. |

0 Two weeks prior to October the 22°%, 20102

A  Yes.

Q Okay, now, and after he moved in with you did you hear

rumors going on about yourself as far as being a homosexual or

not?

A You talking about before he moved in or after he moved
in?

in? \

Q After he moved in.’

A Well, it wasn’t that day or the next day, you know what

I'm saying, some things had occurred to lead up to that.

Q What occurred?

A You know, with this.lady, Ms. Birdie, she stopped. I
was walking up the street. I was going to the car wash.
That’s where I worked.at, and she pulled over and she told me,
and she told me, she said, “Oh, I hear that you héd a - you
have>a boyfriend,” and I was like, “What you mean,” and she
said Johnny Bradshaw. I said, “What?” I said - he said, I
asked her what is he gay, and she like, “You should know,” you
know what I mean. That’s when I went to the Corner Store and
that’s when I asked Jackie, you know what I’m saying, about
Johnny Bradshaw was he gay and he told mé that he was known to
pull on one. \

MS. BAILEY: Objection, Your Honor, that’s hearsay.
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MR. GOUDE: We’re not offering it for the truth. .
THE COURT: Yeah, he’s not offering it for the truth

of the matter asserted. So, I’1l1 allow it. Overruled.
BY MR. GOUDE:

What does he’s known to pull on one mean to you?
He’s known to suck on a penis.

When you learned that what did you do?

I went back home. He was there.

He who?

- ol A ol e

Johnny Bradshaw he was there. I told him he had to get
out, you know, because I asked him was he gay, you know, he,

he confessed to it. He was gay and then I kicked him out that

same day.

Q Had he paid you any money on the rent to live there with
you? |

A  Yes, yes, he pay me $200.

Q And what did you do insofar as the money?

A Well, I got some can goods so I could have something to

eat in the trailer, you know, things like that.
Did you refund him any of his rent?

I gave him $100 back.

And did he move out?

Yes, he, he, he got out.

Now, did you know a gentleman named Curtis Anderson?

b O N D I o

Yes.
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Q Where did you meet him?
A Actually I didn’t meet him, he met me, you know, he

intruded on me.

0 " Where did he meet you?

A I Was walking down the street and they be over on the
side. They be drinking and stuff like that and Gerry and them
they be - I know Gerry from when he was small and so he get -

he call me over there and'I was talking to Gerry and stuff

'like'tﬁét.and that’s how we kind of like got to know each

other right there.

Q And where would Gerry and Curtis be talking where‘they
would call you over? Where'was that located? A

A It’s right there on the beginning of Jdnes Street right
at the top in front of the store.

0 Now, did Curtis say anything to you about you letting
Johnﬁy Bradshaw live in the trailer with you?

A Not right then, no, not right then. He didn’t actually
say nothing, you know wﬁat I'm saying, it was more Gerry at
that time, you know.

0 All right, well, let me rephrase the question. At any
time after you let Johnny Bradshaw stay in the trailer with.
you up until the time of the burning. incident did’Curtis
Anderson ever say anything to you?

A Yes, sir.

Q What kind of things did he say?
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A He would say, “Yeah, I know Johnny Bradshaw sucking your
dick,” excuse my language, “I know you,” can I - I can curse;
right?

Q Well, say what he said.

A Well he was saying like, “Yeah, I know you'reifucking

him in his ass,” and ﬁhings like thaf and, “Yeah, because he’s
known to pay people for him to suck your dick, suck his dick,”
you know what I’m saying, they were saying like he gave me
$200 for I would let him suck my, my penis.

Q Now, well, who would hang around often with Mr.
Anderson, Curtis Anderson?

A It would be him, Gerry Chandler and Greg Tisdale and
soﬁe other friends of theirs.

Q And would Gerry Chandler say anything_fo you along those

A Yes, he would.
Q What would he say?
A He would call me dick sucker, “Yeah, Johnny Bradshaw is

looking for you,” from out the blue, I be minding my business
and, “Yeah, you know you fucked that man in his ass,” and
things, things of that nature, you know. I’m not used to
that.

Q  And would Greg Tisdale, did he say anything to you along
those lines?

A Yes, he’s like the runt of the pack. He, he follows
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everything they do, yeé.

Q Had you said anything to those three guys about what they
were saying to you - you said - did you told them you liked
it, didn’t likg it, asked them to keep saying it or not say-it
or had you said things to them about it?

A Well, on a couﬁle, couple, certain occasions, yes, I Qid
tell them. I aéked them, I begged them. I came to them Jjust
like a mén. I’ﬁ 40 years old. I said, “Please leave me:
alone.” I said, “I'm not gay.” I said, “I don’t know why you
all chose me to pick_oh me.” I don’t - I couldn’t even
understand why they was saying things like that on me and I
pleaded with them. They just laughed. They just laughed at
me. I just I ain’t know what to dd.

Q At some point in there in that same time period, did they
invite you to come over to a bgrbeque or something in their
yard?

A Yes, that’s - that was when I first - when I first came
down here, you know, I was kind of hungry and stﬁff like that.
Me, I’m thinking that Gerry was being a good friend since I’d
known him when he was small. He’s, he’s, he’s a little,
little guy, you know. They invited me down to the picnic. I
went down there. My clothes was kind of messed up because 1
didn’t have no washing machine. I used to wash my clothes out
in a bucket and stuff like my shoes‘and stuff. I'm tryiﬁg to

get — do the best I can.

1
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They invite me down there. They fixed me a plate. Then
all of a sudden, Gerry Chandler, he turns the attention on me
and it’s all, it’s all ~ it wasn’t Greg there. It was just
him and Curtis there this time. Then.he was like, “Boy, I
know you hungry. Boy, you know, your stomach rumbles.” He
said, “Yep, I know your stomach don’t even know what food is,”
and at that time everybody start laughing at me, you.know, and
it was just like my stomach was saying, “Oops, oh, what’s
that? What’s coming down my throat?” You know what I'm
saying, “Oh, it’s food.” You know what I’m saying, boy, you
know T be‘hungry man, you know. Back then I didn’t have my
food stamp card and stuff like that and, so, yes.

Q At some point in the month of October before this
incident did any of these gentlemeﬁ show you anything in the
trunk of their car out there at the parkiﬁg lot of the store§
A Yes,;, Gerry Chandler, on the night that was - I think it
was the night before or I'm not, I’m not, I'm not sure.‘ We
got into it because when I walked'up to the store, I just got
off from work. I was washing cars all day long. " i go on.
I’'m coming up in the parking lot. They standing out there by
his car. He’s like, “Oh, there_go”‘— he said, “There go
Ronald Gooden.” He said, “Yo, Johnny Bradshaw looking for‘
you.” I'm like I'm ignoring them. Then he was like, “Man,
you need to go wash your clothes,” and stuff like that, you

know what I’m saying. He was talking ébout, “Johnny Bradshaw
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was around here looking for you,” you know what I mean énd
that’s — he’'s iﬁplying gay things, you know and just —-—-

Q - Did they show you anything in the trunk of their-car?
A Yes; that’s when - right then I was, I was heated,. you
know, and thén words got exchanged. . Then Gerry went inside
his trunk of the car and he pull out like. two long like
swoids, iike ninja swords and put them to my neck. I wasn’t’

even expecting it.

. Q Did you all get in any kind of a scuffle?

|2 Yes, we did.

Q - What? >
A After Gerry put the knives back, it was one of their
friends, one of their cousins named Lamb, but he’s not here.

He stole off on me. He punched me, knocked me down, then

Curtis; he came and kicked me in my ribs. °

Yt Tyt

o) .~ And who waé“present at that occasion?

A# It was Lamb, his cousin. Itfwas Curtisland there was
Greg.

Greg‘or Gerry?

Gerry, excuse me.. I'm nervous, Gerry.

"And this happehed where?

It was right there in front of the store.

The store being the Shaw’s Country Store?

Yes, sir.

Is it country store or community store?
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exhibits in order.

THE COURT: Any objection?
MS. BAILEY: None from the State, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right, Defendant’s Exhibit Number

Five, Defense Exhibit Number Six admitted into evidence
without objection.

MR. GOUDE: - Judge, it was Five, Six, Seven and Eight

if it pleases the Court.

THE COURT: Okay, all right, Defendant’s Exhibits
Five, Six, Seven and Eight admitted into evidence without
objection.

(Whereupon, Defendant’s Exhibit"Five, Six, Sevén and
Eight admitted into evidence and appropriatgly marked.)

BY MR. GOUDE:
0] Now, Mr. Gooden, a few days or so before the burning
incident, one night while you were sleeping in your trailer

did you hear anything?

A Yes, I was awoke by some gunshots.

0 And where were the gunshots, where did the gunshots
sound?

A Right there in the back of my trailer. I was sleeping

right there bylfhe window and I heard the gunshots and I heard
the bullets coming through, in through my trailer.
0 And was this at nighttime or daytime?

A It was, it was really, it was late. I was already -1
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was already asleep and it was probably like two, three
o’clock, something in the morning.
Q Now, when the daylight came did you go out and lock at

your trailer?

A Yes, I did.

Q And what did you see when you locked at your trailer?
A . I seen bullet holes in my trailer.

0 How many was there? |

A I seen two.

Q And did you talk with Mr. Anderson - and this happened

before the burning incident; correct?
A Yes, this was befo;e the burning incident.
Q@  Did you talk with Mr. Anderson about somebody having shot
into your trailer?
A Yes.

A
Q What -did you tell him?
A Well, on that evening when I went to the store, I got off
of work, I went to the store. They.started in on me again,
the same thing. It was Greg and Curtis. They started in on
me again with the gay things, saying you was - I don’t want to
curse, but, you know, he sucking your dick and it’s the same
thiﬁg everyday and I then confronted him. I told him, “Yeah,
I know that was you that shot inside my trailer.” Then he was

like, “It wasn’t the first time that I try to kill somebody.”

He said like - he didn’t say killed. He said it was the first
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time that I ---

MS. BAILEY: That’s certainly hearsay.

MR. GOUDE: - We asked the witness ——

THE COURT: Yeah.’

"MR. GOUDE: . ~== Mr. Anderson specifiéally -—=

THE COURT: Yeah, I'm going to allow it. Go ahead.

A He didn't say kill. He said it wasn’t the first time
that I try to get somebody.
Q Now, if you will step down here in front of the jury.

_COURT REPORTER: He needs to face me, please.

THE COURT: . Yeah, put him‘néaf'a micrqphone and have
him face.
Q Would you stand on this side for me, please?

THE COURT: . Yeah. - )
] ‘And on this picﬁure,-which is Defense Exhibit Five, and

the top one which is the - has a - an A on it, it shows a

little red car and a little dirt street. What does that

you -—--

A Oh, that’s the ---

Q --- and the jury can see you and hear you.

A That’s a picture of my trailer right here peeking through
the bushes.

Q And the part of your trailer.that you would see through

this little street through these little bushes, is that the
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The day of the incident, the day of the bprning, which was .as

we’ve seen with the calendar and let’s refresh all our minds,

October the 22°¢, 2010, was what day of the week?

A It was 6n a Friday.

o All ;ighf,,that Friday, and the deputies have testified
this happened around nine. or 9:30.that evening, that Friday
night. When aid-ybu go tptthélstgre; Shaw’s.sﬁbre, that day?

When wés the first time you. went to the store that day?

. A it.was right after I got off from work. It was probably

| four or five, something like-that. I’m not - it’s been a year

ago.

Q Did you seé any of the three men there, Mr. Anderson, Mr.
Chandler? |

A Yés; sir, all thfee of them was' in.the.store.

Q And were they drinkiné.alcohol.at;that time or not

drinking alcochol at that time?

A ° - They wasn’t drinking no alcohol far as I - T wasn’t

trying to look for that,. . but I didn’t see no alcohol in. their

hand.
Q Was there any trouble at that time?
A Yes, when I went into the stdre, yes.

Q And what héppened?
A Well, when they started saying the names and like that,
things got out of hand because right then, you know, I had

worked a whole, a whole day and it just - everything was just
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boiling up to a head and they just, just so relentless on me.
I didn’t know what to do, so words got exchanged.

0 What kind of words?

A I said, “If‘you keep bothering me,” I did, I'm not going
to sit here and lie. I said, “You keep lying on me,” I said,
“I'm going to set your ass on fire.”

Q Aﬁd what did they say to you?

A - Theygsaid, “Yeah, and we’ll set your ass on fire.”

Q Now, and what élse did you say to them? What else did
they say to you?

A Well, they was like, “Yeah, we’ll set your ass on fire.
We have guns,” like thaf, you know, aﬁd they was just -
everything was just heated. Everything was Jjust going out of
control and then it was Gerry, I mean, Greg Tisdale, he jumped
up and he was like, “Yeah, well, I got a gun, you know what
I'm saying?” Then I said, “Well, what you going to do?”

Right then I was just - I was ready to die. They was ready to
die, just I was tired of it and they just wouldn’t leave me
alone. So, he got up. He went out the door, you know.

Q He who? Greg?

A Greg, he went -out the door. Okay, Curtis, he, he was
playing a big part, too, because he already, you know what I'm
saying, when he told me that - okay, he said that it wasn’'t
the first time that I killed - I mean, “It wasn’t the first

time that I tried to get somebody before.” Right then that
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let me know that, you know what I’'m saying, he was the one

that shot in my trailer, you know. I took it as that; and so,
Greg, I mean Gerry, him and Greg, he got up and he left and I

went out .behind him, you know, and ---

Q Well, let me ask you this, not to interrupt the flow, but

you said Curtis had said he' had tried to kill somebody before.

‘Did you know that Gerry Chandler had also killed somebody

before?

A . Yes, I knew he had killed'somebody before, too, because

P

he said, “I already héve” ~ he said, “I hé&e one under my
belt, too,” and that right there, I was - I already knew. I
already knew what I was déaling Qith,with them and I knew they
already had killed a person a‘biece; and so, I was, man, I
didn’t - I just came - I'm new down there. ‘I have no family.
They jumped me before‘and they - it’s always they in a group
and I juéEywas I was scared.fbr my life. I was — I didn’'t
know_what to do. I was scared to even go home. I didn’t ---
Q  Why didn’ftyou just stand up to them one at the time and
you all have like a little wrestling match?

A No, it wouldn’t have been like that because they jumped
me before and they not going to take no - they, they not going
to let a outsider beat one of their own, you know. I’m the
only one there. I have no family here. It’s just, it’s just
me. It’s just me.

Q So, Greg leaves the store. He says, “I’1l get a gun,”
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A Yeah, I cut in half so it could be ---

Q How did you cut it in half?

A I - it was a saw. I had a saw..

0 A hand saw?

A Yes, and so, I cut it in half and then I picked it up,

looking at it ---

Q And a bush axe, in case everybody has not worked cleaning
hedgerows with a bush axe, what is a bush axe?

A That’s what you clean bushes with, got a big blade on it
with a tall handle on it. Yeah, and so, I looked at it and I
said, “Man, I can’t do this.” I said I couldn’t do that. I'm
not — I'm not a killer. I wasn’t trying to kill nobody, I
Just - I try to picture myself doing it. I wanted to do it,

but I just couldn’t do it. That’s not me. So, I left the

which I shouldn’t have done ---

0 Why did you go back up the street?: Where were you
headed?

A ~Well, I was heading back to the store because at that
time I left - I had left my cell phone in the back of thé

store. I left it back there charging.

Q Why were you not charging your cell phone at your own
home?
A I have no electricity there.

Q And is there a place in the Shaw’s Country Store where
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you can charge your cell phone?

A Yes, it’s right there in the back where they be playing
pocl and things like that. |

Q They got a pool table in there?

A Yeah, a couple of poker machines and stuff in fhere.

0 And what type of electrical outlet is in the store where

you were charging your cell phone?

A Just a regular outlet.

0] ﬂad you seen other people‘doiﬁg the same thing?

A Oh, yes, many times.

Q Okay, you’re gding back up to the store to get your cell
phone?

A Right, and so, on the way back, I noticed that they was
just pulling béck up. - So, obviously they went somewhere, you
know-what I mean, and I stayed and I watched. I said, “Man,
I don‘t know if I -should go back over there right now,” but
because my cell phone over there and I was cocky and I said,
“Bump it, I'm just going to go over there. I’m going to get
my cell phone.” ~So, I walked over there. When I walked in
the back, I gét my cell phone,, and then at that time - let me
back up, before I went into the étore I noticed there was some
gas. There was a gas — there was a lawnmower on the side of
the store that had a jug on it, you know. Right then I said,
“Okay, if anything go down, you know what I'm saying, I might

could use that or maybe scare them or whatever that - whatever

g
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might happen.” So, I seen that on the side, but I wasn’t like

intentionally was going to .use it.

0 Where was it located?

A It was like in the.ffont but more on the side in the
‘corner.

Q If you’re going in the front of the store and you’re in

the parking lot would the lawnmower have been off to the right:

side of the store or the left side?

1A It was like in front of the liquor store, the part, but

it was like on the side. You couldn’t like really see it.

0 On the side of the liquor store? .
A Yes.
Q That was the, that was the picture that showed the end of

the store with the red dot that Mr. Shaw said was the liquor
store that’s in Exhibif 3-B and C?

Right.

The lawnmower would have been at the end of the building?
Not right thefe, but in front of it.

In front‘of the little liquor ——-

But yeah ---
. ——- store would have been in the middle?

And it’s in, yeah, and it’s another wall in front of that
where you couldn’t see it from the front.
Q Okay, you see, you see the little léwnmower and you say

there was a jug of gas on it?
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A - Yes, it wasn’t - I don’t know what it was. I don’t know,
I don’t know what it was. It just happened so quick. I just

know it was, it was like a container or something.

Q You remember if it was a riding lawnmower or a push
lawnmower?

A It was a push léwnmower.

Q A push lawnmower?

A Yes.

Q Okay, .and so, you see that and what happens? You go in

the store?
A’ I go into the store. I get my cell phone and something‘
just told me - I just - I looked over because in the store -
it’s a back and then, and then you can.see the front of the
store and you can see the people standing up right there
drinking at the bar and then When I looked at.Curtis, he made
a motion to me like, like this.
Q Like what?
A Like,- like that’s ~ he gding to kill me. He going to
shoot me.

With his hand ---

With his hand.

Like this.
-—- like a pistol?

Q
A
Q . --- with his thumb up andlhis fingers pointed ---
A
Q
A Like this, yes.
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Q Like he’s moving his thumb to cock the hammer of the
pistol?

A Yes, sir, like this.

Q So, I’m trying to talk out loud so the court reporter

will have a record of what kind of symbol you’re making with
your hand.

A Okay.

Q Okay, all right, so Mr. Anderson does that and what
happens then? | ’

A Then, I'm sorry that everythiné went down like that. I
apologize to you, Curtis, man. It hurts me. I didn’t even
know I wés going to mess you up like that and I hope God
forgive ﬁe. I went outside. I got the, I got‘the gas and I
threw it and somebody said, “Hey.” I wasn’t, I wasn’t even
going to throw it in his face, but he turnt around so quick
and it just was in one motion and I did it. Man, I seen you,
I seen the pictures on the camera yesterday. Man, I swear to
God, man, I - much as, much as man, I waé - you all aggravate
me and things, but I didn’t, I didn’t mean for that to happen
like that, man, and I hope that you can forgive me, man. I
wasn’t trying to kill you. I just wanted you all to feel my
pain, man. I just wanted you to feel some of the pain that.
you was giving me, man, you and Greg and them, man. I made a
- I might have overreacted, bro. I'm sorry. I’'m sorry.

Q And so, how did the -~ who was in the store, Mr. Gooden,
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when you - you walked outside and .got the gas and came back

Jin?
A Yes.
0 Who was in the store that you remember seeing?
' A'- Wheh:I walked into the stOre?!it was;. it was Ai~Giles, it

|was - Curtis was in there. Greg was in there and it was a

girl, Angie, she was in there.

Q Greg was in there? o A , Forsey
A No, not, not Greg was in there, Gerry. I keep getting

their names mixed up. - It was Gerry in the store.

Q. And you said Sheila or Jackie Shaw, the owners of the
store?
A Jackie'ﬁaé there. I didn’'t even see Sheila becéuSe I was

- they had me so upset when I was inside the store. She was

in there and I, I felt‘somebodyxtouéh me, but then when Gerry

e

left, I was - after him, I didn’t eveh know she”was'in the
building. She said she-tried.to.Stop me. I didn’t even see
her, man, it just ---

Q How did you light up the gasoline?

A I had a lighter. I had a lighter.

Q And what did you do? Throw the lighter on Mr. Anderson
or hold it in yoﬁr hand:and light it or how did you?

A No, it - really, I threw the gas. It was one motion. I
didn’t even - I wasn’t even close to him like that, but when I

hit him with the gas, the gas came on me, too, because I also
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got burned. When I did that, I caught on fire and he caught
on fire from the fumes, you know. It was as if the fumes got
— the fumes caught.

Q Did you keep the lighter in your hand or did you throw it
or do you remember?

A Everything was in such chaos, I don’t even know what -
happened. I know that I ran. I ran behind the daycare |

center. I was back there in the woods.

Q Where is the daycare center?
A It’s on Martin Luther King Street.
Q In other words, when you came out of the store, which

direction did you take?

A I took a left and I ran and I ran behind some bushes and
I went behind the building. I laid there in the woods and I
thought about what I did, thought about what I had just done.
T heard the police and all of that and I just was in the
woods, man, just _,I was like, “I don’t know where I'm going
to run; why am I running. I have nowhere to'run.” I figure I
was in the right. I got up. I said, “Well, I'm going to turn
myself in, there’s no need to run.” I got up and I walked
down the street and I seen the crowd. I didn’t want to go. I
didn’t want to. I was afraid and I walked anyway and they - I
said; “It'’s me. I did it. 1It’s me,” and then that’s when
chaos - the crowds jumped on me and the police tried to

contain us and stuff like that.
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Q@ = When you threw the gas on Mr. Anderson, what were you
intending to do to him?

A I was intending him - it wasn’t - I wasn’t really
intending to do it like, “This is what I'm Qoing to do,” and
throw it on him, I just wanted him-just to - just - I just
wanted him just to leave me alone, just - I wasn’t trying to
kill-him. I wasn’t trying to kill him. I jﬁst wanted“him to
feel my pain, “Just, just;'just leave me alone, please. Why
is you agéravating me? Just-leave me alone,” thatfs all I .
been asking you all to do, just please leave me alone. That's
it.

Q I think in the police ﬁideo in the car you had said that
earlier that déy you had seen the guys at the store and they
were not drinking at that timg and they had not said anything
to you. Had you been over to the store earlier that day when.
the £;;ée guys were not drinking?

A I was - wheg I got éff of work, yeah, I came to the store
and they was there. They was sitting there. I don’t know if
they wasn’'t drinking. I don’t know if they Qas drinking or
not because when I went in the store they started in on me.

Q All right, well, when you had gotten off work that wasm
about what time?

A It was probably like five ofclock, something like that.
Q Okay, and this incident happened 1like 9 oxr 9:30, the

police dispatch and the police report said when he was burned.
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éo, at five o’clock, had you gone home or somewhere and then
came back over later when you all had the trouble because
there’s a long time between five and nine o’clock.

A Yeah, I know that, but I couldn’t even tell you where
time - where the time went. I was, I was over at the trailer
park. When I went to the store, it wés just - we got into it
and Greg did that and I Went. I don’t know where the time
went. I don’t know. I Was in tﬁe back of the store for.
awhile, for -a little bit.

Q What did you think that these three guys were going to do

|to you this evening that provoked. you to throw the gas?

A I thought they was going to hﬁrt me. Honestly, I knew
they killed people. I thought you don’t play with killers. I
thought they was'going'to’kill me because I stayed back there
in that little s?ot back there ana my house is surrounded by
trees. Theylalready had shot in my trailer. I thought I was
in grave dangef and I wish I could avoid them. I couldn’t
avoid them because every day I come up the block. I go to
work in the morning, wherever they might be out there. When I
get off, I have to come back the same way. I couldn’t avoid
them. I eat right there and for me to avoid them I have to
walk like a mile or so out out my way and go to another store,
you know. I just prayed on it, just prayed that they leave me
alone and I leave it up to God, you know.

Q You say in the police video that you had called your
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|trailer. :
0 In the end, on October 22" of 2010, after you said that

you would light them on fire and they supposedly said they

would light. you On;firexback, Curtis Anderson is the only one

A

Q

that got 1lit on .fire.. -Is that correct?

True.

You’ve[beenxconvictéd of larcéhy of a firearm in North

Carolina in 2007. 1Is that right?

|a

Q

A

Q

'Yes,(that;s,correct,

That'ﬁééns_that-yéu stole a gun.;‘Isn’t that right=

Yes.

" And in 1992 you were convicted of a strong arm robbery.

Is that right?

Q

I pleaded to it, yes.

And that‘meéns:you,took something by force that didn’t

belong to you. . Is that right?

A

Q

Yes.

Now, ybu’ve»testified thatvsupposedly'Curtis,‘Greg and

Gerry were picking .on you that night, October 22™, -and calliﬁg

you a faggot, but isn’t it true that it was you that made the.

first physical threat of, “I'm going.~ if you all don’t stop,

I'm going to come back and light you on fire?”

A

Q

The first physical threat?

Is that a physical threat? If you don’'t stop, I’1ll come

back and light you on fire?
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Now, jusg like their opening statements these closing
arguﬁents are not evidence in this case. . It is simply the
attorney’s contention as to what the facts in this case are
and what the law in this case is. If at any time an attorney
makes reference to a fact that is different from the facts as
you find them to be or makes mention of a law that is
different from the law as I charge you at the close of their
arguments; then you’re to disregard their statements because
it is simply'the attorney’s opinion or coﬁtention as to what
the facts and law are in this case.

All right, Ms. Bailey, does thé State wish to waive

opening br'open first?

MS. BAILEY: The State wishes to close last.
THE COURT: . Okay, all right, Mr. Goude, closing
arguments.
" MR. GOUDE: - The Judge will tell you all in a few

minutes what the law are, are, laws are and the Judge will
give you a set of jury instructions to take back with you into
the jury room to repeat what the laws are and how to vote
procedurally-wise in the case.

Some of the things we know are undisputed and plain and
clear. We know that the Prosecufion witness, Mr. Anderson,
was burned and is burned and still has burns on him. We know
that Ronald Gooden threw the gasoline on him and threw the Bic

cigarette lighter on Mr. Anderson and lit him. We know all
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this happened at Shaw’s Country Store. So, the question is is
Mr. Gooden guilty or not gquilty of a crime in doing that? Did
he have a legal right to do it? If he did have a legal right
to do it, which is self defense, the Judge will tell you that
your job is to vote not guilty of any charge. If Mr. Gooden
did not have the right to act in self defense, the Judge will
tell you thaf there are five charges that you can choose from
in deciding to. assign or assess Mr. Gooden an amount of guilt.
The Judge is going to tell you that that’s either the most
serious is on top, the ieastvserious is on the bottom, the
least serious 6n.the'bottom, which is not guilﬁy, most serious
on top, which is the charge attempted murder. Under that,
it’s sort of like Tupperware bowls, you got the bigger bowl on
top of the smaller bowls, the worst, most serious on top
aftempted murder, under that assault and battery of a high and
aggra&ated nature, under that assault and battery in the first
degree, under that assault and battery in the second degree,
under thatvassault'and battery in.the third degree. -The Judge
is going to read you the law on each of these charges-to'tell
you the difference in them so you’ll know what to do.

The actual charge, the actual indictment is Ronald Edward
Gooden did in Georgetown County about October the 22"¢, 2010,
with intent to kill Curtis Anderson, attempted to kill Curtis
Anderson, the wvictim, with malice aforethought either express

or implied malice aforethought, to wit, that is that the

o
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Defendant, Ronald Gooden, squirted gasoline on the victim,
Curtis Anderson, 'and set Curtis Anderson afire in violation of

the law that the Judge is going to read you, in violation of

What we ask you in the overall picture of the case, to
begin with on the attempted murder charge what we ask you to
listen to the Judge say is thé Judge will say on the attempted
murder charge, and I’ve got the same instructions you’re going
to have, so I'm goiné to read them right to you. On the
attempted murder charge the Judge will say, read to you the
law which is that Mr. Gooden with intent to kill attempted to
kill Mr. Anderson. This is the first charge, attempted
murder. The Judge will say with intent to kill, that he
intended to kill him, and then you go on into the other stuff
about malice and all that, but the simple, easy thing for 'us
to understand is in this charge it is thaf Mr. Gooden with
intent to kill threw the gas on him.

Well, the Judge is going to tell you that intent - when
Matt Dillon on Gunsmoke every night on Encore at 7 p.m., when
he walks out intc the street and the other guy walks out and
they draw the guns, Matt Dillon and the other guy that’s
drawing against him do not say at the beginning of Gunsmoke,
“I am intending to kill you, Marshall Dillon,” and Matt Dillon
does not say, “Wéll, if you draw on me, I am intending to kill

you.” They don’t say that because the Judge is going to read
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you that intent cannot always be proven by a mathematical
certainty. Medical science cannot dissect a person’s brain
and determine what the person had in mind. So, the law saYs
criminal intent may be inferred from the circumstances. 8o,
ifMMétt‘ﬁiiion and the guy are out there drawing on each
other, even though they don’t say I am intending to kill you
by drawing and shooting you, you can infer that by them
drawing the pistols and shooting each other that they’re
inténding,to kill each other. So, that’s what they mean that
they don’t.always have to say it.

Sé, in Ronald Gooden’s case, the Judge is going to tell
you you have to decide has the,Prosecution proven beyond a
reasonable doubt, any reasonable doubt, all reasonable doubt,
one reasonaple doubt, two reasonable doubts, 18 million
reasonable doubts, it gets kind of complicéted there, but the
Judge is going to say the coﬁmoﬁ sense thing is has the
Prosecution proven to you beyond any reasonable doubt that
Ronald Gooden intended to kill the man when Ronald Gooden in
the middle of the store, with half a dozen witnesses there,
Jackie Shaw, Sheila ShaQ, Mr. Scott, Gerry Chandler and Mr.
Anderson and Mr. Giles who testified, all here in this - all
here in the store, did ﬁe intend to go in the storé, throw the
gas on him, kill the man so he could get life in prison or the
electric chair, and you say, “Well, how in the world are we

going to figure out what Ronald Gooden thought or wondered and
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stuff because the Judge is going tell us about we’ve got to
figure out what his intent was and all this stuff.” Well, we
have the police video made on the scene that night in the
dark, 9:30 p.m. the policeman said, Friday night, October the
22™, 2010, a year ago at the scene by Ronald Gooden. He told
you what he intended to do. He didn’t have a lawyer there. I
was not there in the chair on the police car with Ronald
Gooden saying, “Ronald, now, I want you to make up a little
story to tell the policemen here on the video so that it’11l
sound nice a year from now when we go to court.” I was not
there. I was not in the police car. There was no lawyer in
the police car. Nobody was theré telling Ronald Gooden what
to'say. Remember the policeman said Ronald Gooden came up to
the cfowd, held his hands up and said, “I did it. I threw the
gas,” and then the crowd - friends of - just like Ronald
Gooden had been saying, “All of the people there were either
friends of Mr. Anderson and Gerry Chandler and Greg Tisdale.

I was new. I had just moved back in here after being gone 20
years, been here eight or ten months. I didn’t have a gang
with me.” A gang does not - does not mean Jessie James’
outlaw gang, the Crypts out of Los Anéeles, California, or the
Bloods. It just means two or more friends that hang together
that will help each other out. 'If one of them gets in a
fight, they will help their friend. They will not help the

stranger or they will not sit there and watch the stranger
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beat up their friend, if two or three or four or a dozen
friends will get together and‘beat up the one little stranger,
skinny Ronald Gooden. He’s fat as a‘hog now. Like he said,
he’s been ih jail for a year eating that food for three timés
a day whereas-tﬂéﬁ:hewhaé“ﬁs‘moﬁey, né.iighéé;'né-ﬁgili£iés?
no water, no sewer in the trailer, broke, eating the little
stuff he could afford to buy after washing cars from Shaw’s
Country Store. The beer, the hotdog, the Coca-Cola, that was

his meaLs then, that’s why they all called him Slim as they

'said.

- S0, little Ronald Gooden with no laWyer, novadvisor goes
up to theepolice righﬂ at the écene,‘sits in the police car
and he tells you his intent. You didn’t have to disseét his
brain. He told us his intent on the video. “What was my
intent?  What waé my infent on the attempt to murder charge,
what was my intent on the intent tb kill the man charge? My
intent, Officer, was I did not want to kill them.” Them, and

notice he said them. This is no lawyer, F. Lee Bailey if he’s

still alive, Johnny Cochran, I know that got off 0.J. Simpson

is dead. So, he cannot help Ronald Gooden. Swefling and
Harpootlian'or McMaster‘or Lionel Lofton from Charleston and
Columbia, they were not there in the police car to advise,
these are famous lawyers, to advise Ronald Gooden on what to
say to help his case. Hé’s sitting right there telling the

policemen what he wanted to do. “I had to do something
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instead of killing them. I did what I wanted to do. I did

not want to kill them.”

6

Well, he has answered the question fof you on your voting

on the attempted murder charge which is not guilty on the
attempted murder because he didn’t want to kill him. Did he
think about it? Yeah, he thought about killing them. Why
would he think about killing them? Well, Gerry Chandler,
who’s already killed oﬁg person,@ggggggﬁﬁtand saié,'“I have
already killed one person. I have already been convicted of
involuntary manslaughter.” He said, “All this was Jjust a
joke, seé. All of us, me, Cﬁrtis,~Greg and our friénds when
we would cusé’oﬁt;ﬁﬁnsult and humiliate ﬁonald, that was
friendly, that’s the way‘Qe do our friends. Wé really like

Ronald, that’s why we cussed him out, insulted him, calling

him a qgueer,” and starving to death, no money, doesn’t even

from his.neighbor’s water hose and a bucket like he said, no
refrigerator to keep anything cold, cheese, boibgna, the
cheapest food you can find, he‘can't-keep it in the house

without it rotting in a day or two because he’s got no

{have lights in his trailer, no water, can’t take a bath except

utilities, can’t use the toilet in your bath, in your trailer,

fcan’t pee, can’t do-do, can’t take a shower, washing cars to

stay alive to get enough money a day so he can sﬁop at Shaw’s
Store and buy a beer or a Coca-Cola or a milk or an orange

juice and a hotdog on that little machine where it rolls
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N\

around all day long. Maybe that hotdog wiener has been there
two or three days, hard as that microphone stand on you all’s
jury panel bench so he’d have something to eat. Then he walks
the other half a mile home to go stay in hlS traller when 1t’
a hundreahdegreea'iast summer, the summer of 2010 w1th no AC
in a trallet,.you know how hot-that gets.. It’s like being in
a trailer with'no AC is whatvit’s like being in or the winter
before that in the end of 2009 when it gets 14 degrees in
December -and he s got no heat pump, he’s staylng in the
trailer trying tozmind his own bueiness like a little dog,
like a 1ittle bUppy,’goes out to the community store like a
little dog;‘-Yoﬁlknow how when you go hpme in the'evening“and”
your'dog comes’up to you wants:you;to just‘pet him just a
little bit on‘the head, little:tongue“hanging out, he just
Wants a little bit of love and affection,‘just a tiny bit.
You don’t'ha?e'to"take the dog in the house, sit him up on top
ot yeur kitchen table, put you a big mink coat on him. All
you’ve got to do is pet the little dog a tinyf}ittle bit, say,
“Good Mac, good Boone,” then the little dog wili like you and .
he’ 11l stay out. there all night in the cold under the carport.
So, little Ronald Gooden, he comes out to the little
store, walks. from working washing cars, making no money, got
the great thrill and pleasure'of walking to his littie
trailer, if it’s hot of if it’s cold, to sleep there tonight

by himself, got no family, no girlfriend, no wife, no children
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living with him, nobody, just him, poor, back down here
fecently. So, he goes out to the little store to get
something to eat after he’s worked a(day’srhonest work, made
his little bit of money. What do you make washing cars, $30 a
day, 46; 50? Get>hiﬁ sométhihgvfo eaf to go home. A little
bit of kindness would go a long way.

HoQ about, “How you going - how you doing, Ronald?
What’s going on? ' How are the Gamecocks doing? You like

Clemson? How about those Carolina Panthers,” or any little

3

kindness would go a long way. Remember Mr. Anderson said on

the stand, “If I had never said a word to Ronald Gooden I

would not be here burned,” but instead of a tiny little bit of

| kindness to the little dog that’s coming up to you, got no

friends, nobody, just him living in a little trailer that his
daddy owns, what does the great bold and brave, wonderful .
members of the community do to the little st;ay dog cogfgg up
to them, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Chandler, Mr. Tisdale and their
friends, the brave men that they are, the ones that have
already killed two people, they say, “Hey, Ronald, you sucked
any dicks lately? Has you let Mr. Bradshaw stick his pee-wee
in your butt or in your mouth lately? Have you licked his
pee-wee lately? Now, we know you got a little teenage boy
around hexre. Maybe he’ll be proud to know that his daddy

licks pee-wees of other men. - Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, what, that

is so funny, Ronald. Why don’t you get the joke? I can’t
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understand why you don’t get the punch line, my God. What is
wrong with your sense of humor, you old queer you. You gay
faggot, wﬁat’s wrong with you? ~ You just take it the wrong

way, ha. All we‘re doing is trying to be friendly. We like

1you. My God, this is our way of showing you how much we love

you and care about you. Now, if you don’t like that what yoﬁ
going to do about it, you skinny little thing? Huh? If

you’ re so brave, come over here to us and just say one word to
us. We’ll stomp your ass, yes, sir. fo, get your little ‘tail
on home. Go hdme. Run home, dog.” .So, he goes home and
every night goes home and that’s not,enough. That’s not
enough. That’s not enough.

- So, a few nights before this shooting happens down at the
end of Jones Street a half a mile from the little storé, off
the. little dirt road, it’sloff of Jones Street where Ronald
lives, a little dirt road with his little trailer, you can see
through the bushes, off the little dirt road where you can see
his little trailer off the bushes where you seé this car
parked on the little dirt street, the little dirt road in
front of his house which goes straight to the back side of his
little traiier, straight to the back side of his little
trailer where the double window is, which he said was the
living room that he slept on because he didn’t have a
refrigerator or stove in'there, fhat he slept on the floor on

the bed, right through those bushes and right in the tree,
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right up to the double window, right up to the double window
on his trailer as you get close to it you see the two little
holes, one to the left side of the window, one to the bottom
left, and then as you get closer with your photograph you see
thé:litfle\hole.thét Ronald sayé the bﬁiiet holes came into

his trailer a few days or nights in(tﬁe dark in the nighttime’

Well, the>Prosecutor’said, “Whyjdidn’t you call the
police? Why didn’t you call the péliceé”  Well, why didn’t he
call.thé p&lice?‘ He could have called the police. It would
not have hurt a bit in the world to call the police. Of
course if.he had called. the police tﬁere was no eyewitnesses

who did it. You can’t convict anybody -right.then. Of course,

have done that. That’s exactly true.

So, then what does Ronald say about that? Hé says,:
“Well, I go up to Mr. Anderson and I tell him that and he says
weli, ‘I’ve already killed one, I've already-learned how to.
kill one,’” and so Ronald believes and understands that Mr.
Anderson had shot the two holes in his trailer. lIs that all?
Seemed like a night or two before this he says he’s at the
country store and Gerry Chandler, the one thét’s already
killed one, Curtis Anderson, the one that’s already killed
one, and their good friend Lamb they call him, Jesus’ little

lamb, their cousin or friend is standing there with them and
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~|they open the trunk of Gerry’s car and.show him some long

knives in it, hold. it to his throat. Lamb sucker punches

Ronald, knocks him down and Mr. Anderson, -in the height of

'glory, goes over there and (knocks on .jury box three times),

kicks him while he’s down on the dirt,‘the three of them, the.
three bréve“ones,,Lamb, Gerrthhandler, that’s murdered one
élready or killed one élready,'and Mr. Gaithers that’s killed
one already. -. So, they'beat him up. Why didn’t hé go to the
policéton tﬁét? Well,'he could have. Hézcould have went to
the poiice Qﬁ:thatuj He‘could have'said;‘“They:attatked mé;”
I'gueséﬂthey could-have said, “Yes, we attécked him,” or”I
guess they éould have said, “Attacked him? Is he crazy? We'
hadn’t done-a thing, we - all three of us.” “Did ydu do
éhytﬁing'Gerry?; “ﬁo; I didn’t.ﬁ» “pid. you do aﬁything,

Lamb?Q"“No, I.didn’t.” ™“bid you anything, Curtis?” “No, I =

{didn’t.” " “He’s lying.  There’s three of us saying wé did

nothing. 'We did not a thing to him.”

S0, and this is over in the Martin Luther. King Drive.areéa
of Andrews. Mr..Gooden says, “Weli; why did I keep going to
this little store?” “Well, I went’to this little store-
because where ; work and I walk,vI got no vehicle. We got no
public transportation. I, walk by the little store on the Wéy
to my little trailer to get something to eat at night when i’m
coming home so I won’t starve to death because I got nothing

in the house. I can’t keep anything in there because I got no




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Closing Argument by Defense 229

stove or electricity to cook it, no refrigerator to keep it
cool with little electricity.” Got even no lights unless he
lights up a candle or something to see how he eats\when he
gets home. So, maybe he just eats it in the store, but
anyway;Aﬁé cémés‘by tﬁe étore. Here is the three guys again.
“We hear Johnny Bradshaw’s looking for you.”

Now, sometimes, you know, when you get home from work -
you worked all day. You come in the house, you just want to
relax. You just are tired. You’ve had a lot of things.
You’ve washed your car for two hours and you take it to the
owner and the owner says, “There is a spot of dirt under the
center of the car. I want you to crawl under there and clean
it.” Then you got to do that to keep business. You come -
you getting ready to go home. You want to stop and get you a
bite, whether it’s a couple of beers, a couple of hotdogs,
whatever, to eat them and you get in there. You're trying to
have a little bit of peace. ™“Can I have a couple of hotdogs
and a coupie of beers?” “Hey, man, hear Johnny Bradshaw’s
looking for you.” Here is the two guys that there’s no
testimony about work from Mr. Anderson and Mr. Greg Tisdale.
They sitting over there. Ronald says they pick on people all
day long and they said, “Oh, we\do that but that’s because we
like people. That’s how -, in Andrews, that’s how we show you
we like you. We cuss you out, say that you gay, a faggot,

suck people’s pee-wees. Oh, that means we friends of yours.
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Yes, sir. So, we over there telling everybody how much we
like them and how much friends we are.”

So, Ronald comes in. He’s had a hard day. “Give me a
hotdog or a beer, let me eat it in here in peace. Let me go
back there and charge my cell phone in the back.” “Hear old
Johnny Bradshaw’s looking for you.” “Now, i have asked you
all, enough ié enough. Enough is enough. I am chicken.
There’s three of you all and one of me. I'm skinny. I’m
taller than you all, but I'm skinny. You, Mr. Chandler, you

weighed 186 pounds. I weighed 160 and I'm six feet. You 5-4

and weigh 186. You like Lattimore for ﬁhe Gamecocks, stocky

and strong,” even though.I think Lattimore is 6-2 and 230 or
something.

“I’ve had énough. I have begged you. I have pleaded
you. I have asked you all to stop and leave me alone. I know
the Shaws are not doing anything about it because they own the
store. They want you all to come hefe. They’re fine pebple.
They want to sell you all the beer. They want you - sell you
the Coco-Colas. They want you to play pool. They want to
sell you mixed candies, peanuts, Nabs, Cheetos, Cheez-Its, so
they’re not going to make you leave, but that’s enough. I
don’t want to hear anymore. If you want to insult and be
friendly with them, go cuss out or cuss or insult somebody
else, not me. I don’t want to hear it anymore, please. Thank

you, and if you do it, I'm going to set your ass on fire.”
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Now, a word to the wise is sufficient. “Well, if you set
our ass on fire or try to, we’ll set your ass on fire.

There’s three of us and we got guns.” “Well, I’1l go home and
I’11 come back and I’1ll set your ass on fire.” “Well, I’1l
just go get my gun.” So,‘Ronald says Greg Tisdéle walks out
of the store, walks across to the mobile home park, straight
across the highway that you all see, straight across the
highway, the mobiles home’s over there, straight across from
Martin Luther King Street Drive, that’s where Greg Tisdale
walks, Ronald says to get his gun. That’s what Greq said,
“I'm going to get my gun.”

So, Ronald says, “I come out of the store and I could
walk down Jones Street which is straight across the road from
the store to go to my house about a half a mile away, but I
cut through the mobile home park because it’s a little closer
and when I do Greg is there at his trailer and he shows me his
pistol. So, I‘go on to the trailer. I’ve had, I’'ve had all
I’'m going to take. I'm gbing to take my biish axe, five or so
foot long tool with aibig blade on it; and I'm going to saw it
in half and I'm goiﬁg to go,” as he said on the police report,
the video, “I had a bush axe. I was going to chop their necks
off,” but like he said here today when he got there and he’s
chopped it and he’s cut his bush axe in half with his handsaw,
thought to himself, “What am I doing? I don’t want to kill

those people. I don’t want to go to prison for life. I don’t
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want to do that. I am stupid for doing this. I have removed
that intent from my head. I'm just going back to the store to
get my cell phone in the back of the store by the pool table
where it’s charging,” and what did Jackie Shaw say when he Qaé
on the stand? He said, “When Ronald Gdoden came back into the
store, he went into the back where the pool table is,” and I
asked him, “Does people charge their cell phones in there
sometimes?” He said, “Yeah, they do it.” He said, “They try
not to let me‘éee it beéause they’re using my electricity,
but they do it,” and Ronald’s got no électricity to charge his
cell phone. So, he - Jackie Shaw says Ronald comes in the‘
store, goes in the back of the store, exactly what Ronald said
he did. He didn’t walk right in the store with the intent,
“Oh, I’ve got my gas from the lawnmower, I’m going to go back
to the store, throw it on Curtis Anderson, and gufn him.”
Jackie saw him. He said he came in and went to the back
of the store where the pool table is anq the electrical-
outlets are where people charge their phones and he came back
up. Ronald said he came back up and remember how Ronald did
his hand. Ronald did his hand like. you got a gun, a pistol in
your 5and, where I'm pointing my fiﬁger and I got‘my thumb on
my right hand held up like I'm cocking the pistol, that Curtis
just pointed at him like that. In Ronald’s mind and in
Ronald’s intent the guys are never trying to go in a different

direction of peace and leaving each other alone and not
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bothering him and not bothering anybody and just minding the
hell out of your own business and keeping your mouth shut. ‘If
you can’t séy something good about somebody, just keep your
mouth shut. Mr. Anderson said, “If I had never said one word
to Ronald Gooden I would not be .burned.” Ronald Gooden would
not be sitting over there in this table facing‘the prison for
these charges or a charge of the charges but it is ﬁore fun to
pick on people for some people. Frank Sinatra said some
people get their kicks stomping on a dream. I guess some
people get their kicks picking on people, being bullies, just
will not leave people alone and that is old as time. Remember
the old Little Rascals from the .thirties, they always had the
one, Butch, Butch and his little buddy that was always picking
on the little ones, beating them up, ha, ha, ha. Remember the
little Christmas Story that comes on every Christmas the
little boy that wants the BB gun and they have to go to school
and come home and the big, the big dumb one with the Davy
Crockett coonskin hat on and his little toad, that’s what they
call him on the Christmas, his little toad that was always
picking on us and beating us up all the time, picking.

Weil, anyway, Ronald goes in, gets his cell phone because
he doesn’t have much.. He’s got no money for electricity. So,
to him a little pay phone or TracFone or cell phone is more
valuable than to us that live in nice houses and have cars and

SUVs and all this stuff. It might be one of the only thing he
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had. He said he had no stove, no refrigerator, no furniture,
no nothing in his house and é few little clothes to wear. He
said, “The people always making fun because I got no clothes,
I don’t have any food to eat. They invite me to their house

to a little barbecue in their yard just so they can make fun

-

of me there like, ‘Hey, youAnever had anything to eat before?

What’s}wrong with your stomach? Boy, you sure you like,’”,
can’t even be generous and hospitable to him when they invite
him to their little outside cookout.

So, he goes in and gets his own little possession, his
little cell.phone and there’s.Mr. Anderson. Now, nobody else
saw, théy saw it, but nobody else said that he did not do
that, that Curtis Anderson did not do-the hand and you don’t
have to make a lot of noise to say something like this, and if
you’ve got other people standing there talking to each other,
there’s no reason for them to see anyway. So, Ronald out of
having been beat down to nothing physically and emotionally

and mentally and in fear, “I’ve already.got builet holes in my

trailer. I already been beat up the other night by three of

them. They’ve already put the knife to my throat. Greg’s
already said he was going home, across the road to get his
pistol. I know that Curtis that’s standihg there doing his
hands like this has already killed éne person.” How many of
us have ever killed anybody? How many of our husbands and

wives or children have ever killed anybody? How many of us of
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anybody in the church that we go to has killed anybody? How
many of the deputies and the police that work carrying a
pistol everyday have ever killed anybody in their whole career
of being a policeman? How many of them has even sﬁot anybody?
You got deputies sitting right thére with pistols, yet two of
the duys that is there picking on Ronald, two of them have
already killed a human being, and one of - I think Mr.
Chandler said he was around 30 and Mr. Anderson is around 30
or something; young. men. They’ve already killed, both of them
killed a human being, a pefson, been convicted iﬁ court,
manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter. Ronald knows this.

He knows this is not like in church where people in your
Sunday school class say, “Hey, boy, you look like you really
eating that food in the fellowship hall,” or when you ‘come
into the courtroom one of the lawyers or the députy says to

you, “Hey, you gay, that looks gay, that looks like a gay tie

being at Shaw’s Country Store in the-dark with the guys drunk
or drinking alcoﬁol; both'of ﬁhem have already killed a human
being} getting beat up, the night or two before having bullet
holeé in your trailer, them showing you knives in.the back of
thé car, putting them to your throat, and yes, there is no
othef evidence other than Ronald Gooden saying that that the
guys put the knives to his throat. He says it happened.

Obviously, there was something going on or he would not go
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there to the store for no reason and throw gas on the man. He
doesn’t-want to go to prison any. more than any of you all or
me wants to go- to prison.

So, Anderson does the hand signal. Ronald walks outside.

'He’d seen the gas on the little lawnmower at the end of the

store when he camevin, gets the gas, goes back in and throWs.
it on thé guy té_keeb the guys off of him -so that they won’t
bug him. He said he .didn’t mean to throw it in the guy’s
face, but’he just threw one. time aﬁd it went on him and he
thréw the cigarette lightefiand,it got on‘him-énd I.sﬁppose'
When you think about it, ifuhé threw the gas on hiS'shift and
qoéf'which,we;ve gqt-into.evidencé which did burn and those
things litfup I guess the flames from that, even if none of
thg gas got on your face, could burn, could burn your face,
could burn yoﬁr ﬁeck, could burq your chin because>é flaﬁe is‘
goiné to rise. A flame rises and I guesé'if the éuy’s running
around and trying‘td shake that thing and get it off of him
maybe some of the gas got on his face and maybe some of it
didn’t. Ronald said he didn’t intend to throw any on his
face. Anyway, the man is burned. Ronald goes out, comes back
in and makes his statements to the police.

The Judge is going to tell you that there’s four elements
to self defense, to act and tb defend yourself, and if you
find that Mr. Gooden acted in self defense because he was

afraid of them, he was in fear, he thought they was going to
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|attempted murder, ‘which we’ve determined is improper and not
‘|nature, assault and battery in a first degree, second degree

‘and third degree. You all know what the evidence was. Just

‘as soon as the Judge finishes telling you the éﬁziges~you all
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hurt him like they had tried to before and he did this to keep
them off of him and to make them leave him alone and to defend
himsglf»and there was nothing else he could do because what’s
the point of going home? They’ve already shot at his tréilef
there. He’s got no car. They got cars. He’s got no gun.
They’ve got a gun. He is no safer there‘than he is in this
public store. The Judge will tell yéu if you find that Mr.

Gooden acted in self defense then to vote not guilty of the
The Judge will tell you that the actual charges under the

guilty because he had no intent to kill, the lesser charges

under that are assault and battery of a high and aggravated

will know what the law is and procedure-wise on how to vdﬁe.
Is the man hurt?  Yes, hé is. Is it regretful? Yes, he
is. Does Mr. Gooden regfet itz Yes;ghe is. boes Mr.
Anderson regret he ever opened his mouth to Ronald Gooden?
Yes, he does; Any time you insult somebody does that give
them a right to kill you or to throw gas on you or to beat you
in the head? No, it does not. At the same time you cannot
continually do that and add fo that beéting them up, putting

knives at his throat, shooting holes in the trailer,
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threatening them, and what we ask you to do is listen to all
the evidence and we ask you to vote as you think fair and
correct on the charges. You all got 12 brains and you all

will know what to do right and we ask you to do that. Thank

you.
© THE COURi: All right, Ms. Bailey.
MS. BAILEY: =~ May it pleasé the Court?
,&HE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
MS. BAILEY: Remember whqt the firstzthing‘I toldnyou

|{was when I stood up here when we started this trial? There is

no excuse to light another human being on fire. ' You have now

heard all the evidence. You’ve heard all ﬁhe,ﬁestimony.

‘You’ve seen the videos, and here’s what we know, we know that

Rdnald Gooden lit Curtis Anderson on fire. We know that it
waérnotAan accident. 'We know that it was deliberate. We know

that he put some thought into it. How do we know that he did

that? He told us on the video. He said, “I told you to quit

picking on me. If you don’t quit picking on me, I'm going to
come back here and light your ass on fire,” and what did he

do? He kept his promise. He left, and when he came back, he

.thad gas and a lighter. He walked straight up to Curtis

Anderson and he lit him on fire.
Mr. Goude talked a lot about the Defendant. The !
Defendant, Mr. Gooden, took the stand and it’s sad. It is a

sad story. It’s sad how poor he is. It is sad the conditions
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|away, hid in the bushes, came .back, got in the police car and

./behalf I asked him, “Do you know that fire kills people?” He
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in Andrews. :It’s sad that he didn’t have any food and it'’s
sad that he 1s extraordinarily sensitive to words, words. You
can feel sorry for him and still find him guilty. That’s
him guilty. Your job here as jurors is notdto empathize with
one side. It’s not to-empathize with the victim or embathize
with the ‘Defendant. AYourljob here as jurors is to take the
law and apply it fo the facté.

" Mr. Goude talked 5 lot about was there the intent fo
kill. He’'s charged with attempted.murder.  Mr. Goude wants
you to believe that he did not intend to kill somequy‘When he

lit him on fire. He may have walked out of that place, walked

then said, “Well, I didn’t mean to kill him.” He lit him on
fire. .

- When Mr. Gooden took the stand and testified on his own

said yes. So, when after the fact he wants you.to believe
that he didn’t have the intent to kill him, but he doés admit
that he lit him on fire intentionaliy and he knows that fire
kills people, that just, that just doesn’t work.

Now, Mr. Goude talked to you a lot about self defense as
well and the Judge is going to tell you all about self
defense. There’s all these elements that the State, that’s

me, has to disprove for self defense. Here’s some facts that
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I want you to keep at the front of your mind when you all
consider self defense. First of all, every'single piece of
evidence regarding self defense came from one source and:

that’s Ronald .Gooden. The only person who says that there

|were knives or guns or threats or any physical problems

between thése partiés is Ronald Gooden. All these folks live

around Andrews. Mr. Goude told you they see each other

walking down the street, they all hang out at the Shaw’s

-Country ~ the Shaw’s: Corner Store. They all know everybody

else’s business and none of these other witnesses who were

there,in'the store, Al Giles, Jackie Shaw, they’re not friends

with one side or the other, they were just there. None of

4 them kneW‘anything'about anybody getting beat up or knives or

"people,showing guns..' The only person'Who’S»talking about that |

is Ronalngodden.“

Next thing I waﬁt.you to keep‘iﬁfaiﬁd is'e%actiy how. this
happéﬁed} . Ronald Gooden was at the Shaw's Country Store. ‘He
QaS'getting picked on. He says'hé fel£athreatened. So,. he
left aﬂd then he went back. He went baék to-where those
people that he was supposedly so afraid of, he knew exactly
where théy‘were and he went back to the scene voluﬁtarily. He
went back there. Self defense just doesn’t work that way.

You go back to the people that you’re afraid of, it is not

self defenée.

Next thing I want you to keep in mind is the majority of
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the testimony that we’ve heard from Mr. Gooden about this self
defense claim has to do with other people, has to do with
Gerry. It has to do with Greg. Maybe, I don’t know, maybe
it’s true that Gerry showed him some knives in the car and
held a knife to his throat. Maybe it’s true that Greg showed

him a gun. That has absolutely nothing to do with him

11lighting Curtis Anderson on fire. He didn’t light those other

guys on fire.

Let’s go ahead and cue up, I want you to hear in his own

q1words from the back of the police car, I want you to hear what

he says, the only thing that he says on self defense the night
of the actual crime.

(Whereupon, State’s Exhibit Number Nine played in open
court.)

MS. BAILEY: it was Greg, 1t was Greg who had the gun.
It was Greg that had it coming and Greg slipped off, he crept
off. Those aren’t my words, those are the Defendant’s words.

I also want you to remember the other tape, not the one
that T played~for yéu, but the one that the Defense played for
you. It was right there at the scene. The officer opened.the
door, said, “Tell me what happened,” and Ronald Gooden had a
lot to say. He told you all about what happened, and for that
entire statement he never said the words self defense. He
never sald he was threatened. He never said he had been

beaten. He never said anything about a knife. He said, “I
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can’t be laughed at. I can’t be called a faggot. I can’t
have my reputation like that.”

If you want to know what this is about, just listen to
the Defendant’s own words, his own words the night that it
happened, the night that it happened before he had a whole
year to sit in a jail cell and think about how this trial was
going to go. The night that it happened, he said this was
about his reputation. This was not about self defense..

As you consider the various charges in this case, he'’s
indicted for one charge, that one charge is attempted murder.
We’ve discussed that a little bit. Mr. Goude,- Mr. Goude has -
believes'that there is not the intent to kill even though he
set him on fire and knows that fire kills people. If you have
a reasénable doubt, and the Judge will charge you on what
reasonable doubt meaﬁs, reasonable doubt is not beyond any
doubt. EzgsonableAdoubt is beyond a reasonable doubt, a doubt
that might cause a person to hesitate to act, a doubt that
would leave you firmly convinced. I.alwéys give this example,
I could probably listen to soﬁe.scientists that could'explain
to me why the sun isn't going to come up in the morning. They
could have this equations and theories and all kinds of ideas
why the sun isn’t going to come up in the morning, but I'm
still going to set my alarm clock just in case because I’'ve
got to go to work. That’s not a reasonable doubt. Just

because you have an idea in your head that may possibly be
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true, that’s not a reasonable doubt. A reasonable doubt is
one that leaves you firmly convinced.

If you as a group or if one of you has a reasonable doubt
about the intent to kill the next charge that you will
consider is assault and battery of a high and aggravated
nature, that’s one'step down from attempted murder. Assault

and battery of a high and aggravated nature is one person

‘|causing injury to another person that causes great bodily

injury. You don’t have to guess what great bodily injury
means because the legislature has spelled that out for you and
one of the things inélqded in their definition of great bodily
injury is permanent disfigurement. Yéu all saw the pictures.
You all saw Mr. Anderson here live, permanent disfigufement.

As you consider all the evidence in this case, as you'
consider whether there was an intent to kill, as you'consider
which charge is appropriate and whether self defense is
actually what was going through Ronald Gooden’s mind, I want
you to keep‘one‘last.thing in mind, but it’s not something I'm
going to say. It’s something I'm qéing to let Mr. Gooden tell
you himself.. I’m going to let you hear his words and think
ébout those as you go back to the jury room.

(Whereupon, State’s Exhibit Number Nine played in open
cou;t.)

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, the

parties have concluded their closing arguments and I -need to
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charge you on the law applicable in this case, but I’m going
to give you a little bit of a break because this charge on the

law is going to take a little while. So, let’s take about a

‘|ten minute break and then we’ll bring you back and I’11 charge

you on the law. Do not discuss the case even among yourselves
at this point in time. All right, let’s take a ten minute
break.

(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the

Apresence of the jury.)

THE COURT; . All right, before we break, let’s make
sure we’ve got all the exhibits up here, we’ve got. everything,
then I just wanted to give them a little stretch because that
went on for about an hour. They needed a little break and
1’11 charge them on the law and then we’ll go ahead. All
right? | .

(Exhibits reviewed by counsel for Stéte and Defense and

.appr0ved.)

OFF THE RECORD
({On the record.)
(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the
presence of the jury.)
THE COURT: All right, anything from the State before
we bring the jury in?
MS. BAILEY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the Defense?
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MR. GOUDE: No, sir.
THE COURT: All right, let’s bring the jury in.

(Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of
the jury.)

THE COURT: All right, welcome back, ladies and
gentlemen. We’re now ready to resume the trial withlthe
charge of the law. All of the evidence in this case has been
presented to you, the attorneys have made their closing
arguments and now is the time of the trial with me - for me to
charge you with the law to be applied in this case. I‘1l give
you a copy of these instructions in written form, and during
yéur deliberations you may refer to the instructions to guide
your decision-making. However, you must consider the
instructidns as a whole and not follow some instructions and
ignore others. Please return the instructions to the Court at
the time you render your verdict.

Now, the indict charges the Defendant with attempted
murder. I remind you that the fact that the Defendant was
arrested, charged and indicted in this case is not evidence in
this case and cannot be considered by you as evidence of guilt
in this case, nor does the Defendant’s arrest, charge or
indictment create any presumption or inference of guilt. This
document is simply the formal written inétrument which éontains
the charge made against the Defendant. It is the formal

document by which this case is brought into this court.
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The Defendant has pled not guilty to this indictmentfand

20

: o A
that plea puts the burden on the State to prove the Defindant

in South Carolina is never required to prove his innoce?c“ﬁ I
charge you that an important rule of the law is that thq‘
Defendant in a crimina; trial no matter what the seriodene§s

of the charge may be will always be presumed to be innoaé ﬁ of

Defendant throughout the trial until you reach a verdii
guilt based on evidence satisfying you of that guilt btf;”b
reasonable doubt. ) |

The presumption of innocence is like a robe of
righteousness placed about the shoulders of thé Defend:
which remains with the Defendant until it has been stf
from the Defendant by evidence satisfying you of the
Defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The pfesumption of innocence is not a mere legal -
It is not just a legal phrase. It is a substantial ri
which every Defendant is entitled unless you, the jury
satisfied from the evidence of the Defendant’s guilt b

reasonable doubt.

Now, what is reasonable doubt in the law? A reas
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doubt is the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable
person to hesitate to act. Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is
proof that leaves you firmly convinced of the Defendant’s
guilt. - We know'very few things in this world with absolute
certainty, and in criminal cases the law does not require
proof that overcomes every possible doubt. If, based on youf
consideration of the evidence, you are firmly convinced that
the Defendant is guilty of the crime chargéd you must find the
Defendant guilty. If on the other hand, you think a real
possibility exists that the Defendant is not guilty, you must
give .the. Defendant the benefit of that doubt and find him not
guilty.

I remind you that during this triai, yoﬁ and I have
certain duties to perform. As the trial judge my
responsibility is to pfeside over the trial of this case. I
also have the duty to rule on the admissibility of the
evidence offered during this trial. You are to consider only
the competent evidence before you. If any testimony was
ordered stricken from the record in this case during this
trial, you must disregard that testimony. You are to consider
only the testimony which has been presented from this witness
stand, any exﬂibits which have been made a part of the record
in this case and any stipulations of counsel:

I have the additional duty to charge you the law

applicable to this case. As the presiding judge, I am the
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sole judge of the law in this case. Youf duty as jurors is to
accept and apply the‘law as I now.state it to you. If you
already have.any‘idea_as to what the law‘is or what the law
ought fo be and your idea does not agree with what I noQ tell
youlthé law is, YOu must abaﬁdon your idea of what the law is
or ought to be because yéu are sworn to accept the léw and
apply.thellaw exactly'és I state it to you.

. In . every. case tried in this court béfore a jury, the jury
is the sole and'eXClusive judge of ‘the facts in a case. A
trial‘iudgé<cannot intiméte, st@te{ coﬁmeht on or make .any
statement to a"trial,jury.about"the'factS'iﬁfa case. Since

you, the‘jury, are the sole judge of the: facts in.this case,

(you_aré‘not to infer from What,I have-said during the progress

of this trial in‘ruling:upoh the admissibility of evidence or
otherwise or anything that I say now during -the coﬁrse of fhis
instruction to you that I have any opinion abo#t the facts in
this case. ,The law does not allow me td;have an opinion about
the facts.in this case. This is a matter solely for you, the
jury, to determine. As jurors your duty is to determine the
effect, the value, weight and tfuth of the evidence presented
during this trial.

Neceséarily, you must determine the credibility of
witnesses who have testified in this case. Credibility simply
means believability. Your duty as jurors is to analyze and to

evaluate the evidence and determine which evidence convinces
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you of its truth. 1In determining the believability of
witnesses who have testified in this case you may believe one
witness over several witnesses or several witnesses over one
witness. You may pelieve a part of the testimony of a witness
and reject the remaining part of the testimony of that same
witness. You may believe the testimony of a witness in its
entirety or reject the testimony of a witness in its entirety.
You may consider whether any witness has exhibited to you any
interest, bias, prejudice or other motive in this éase.l You
may also consider the appearance and manner of the witness
while onfthé witness stand.

Some of the witnesses Qho have testified in this case
have prior criminal records. A person who has a past criminal
record is competent to’testify during a trial. A past record
does not affect the ability of that witness to testify. ' The
past record may only be considered by you, if at all; in
determining the witness’ believability. Remember, you are the
sole'judge of the facts in the case and the believability of
any and all of the witnesses.

You have heard evidence that the Defendant was convicted
of a crime or crimes other than the one for which the.
Defendant is now on trial. This evidence may be considered by
you, 1f you conclude it is true, only in deciding whether the
Defendant’s testimony is believable and for no other purpose.

You must not consider the Defendant’s prior record as any
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evidence of the Defendant’s guilt of the charge against him in
this case.

You have heard testimeny concerning the penalty a person
can serve for certain crimes. In determining the guilt or
innocence of the Defendant, you cannot consider any poésible
penalty for any particular crime. Tﬁe punishment for the
crime is a matter for me to determine and you should never be
considered - and Should never be considered by you in any way
whatsoever in arriving at a fair and impartial- verdict as to
the guilt .or innocence of the Defendant.

.The Defendant is charged with attempted murder. In order
to convict the Defendant of this crime the State must'prove
beyond avreasonable doubt thaﬁ_the Defendant with intent to
kill attempted to kill another person with malice
aforethought, either exbress or implied.

Malice is hatred, ill-will or hostility towards another
person. It is the intentional doing of a wrongful‘act without
just cause or excuse and.with an intent to infliét an injury
or under circumstances that the law will infer én evil intent.
Malicevaforethought does not require that malice exists for
any particular time before the act is committed but malice
must exist in the mind of the Defendant just before and at the
time of the act is committed. Therefore, there must be a
combination of the previous evil intent and the act.

Malice aforethought may be express or inferred. These
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terms express and inferred do not mean different kinds of
malice but‘merely the manner in which the malice may be shown

to exist, that is either by direct evidence or by inference

malice is shown when -a person speaks words which express
hatred or ill will for another or when the person prepared
beforehand to do the act which was later accomplished. For
example, lying in wait for a personvor any other acts of
preparation going to show that the deed was within the
Defendant’s mind would be express maliée. |

Malice may be inferred from conduct showing a total
disregard for Humaﬁ life. If facts are proved.beyond a
reasonable doubt sufficient to raise an iﬁferehce of malice to.
your satisfaction this inferencezwpuld be, wouia be simply an
evidentiary fact to be considered by you, the‘jury, along with
the other‘evidence in the case and you may give it the weight
you decide that ‘it should receive.

If‘ybu find that the State has not proVenvtﬁat the
Defendant is gﬁilty of attempted murder you mﬁst determine
whether the State has proven that the Defendant is guilty of
assault and battery of a high and aggrévated.nature. By
statute assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature is
a lesser inclﬁded offense of attempted murder. A person
commits the foense of assault aﬁd battery of a high and

aggravated nature i1f the person unlawfully injures another
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person and - excuse me, if - a person commits the offense of
assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature if the
person unlawfully injures another person and great bodily

injury to another person,resulté or the act is accomplished by

' means likely to produce death or .great bodily injury. Great

bodily injury»means bodily injﬁry which causes a substantial

risk of death or which causes serious permanent disfigurement

lor protracted loss'or impairment of the function of a body

| member or organ.

If_you‘find-that the State has notAproven‘thét the

Defendant is .guilty of'attempted murder or ‘assault and battery

of a high and‘aggravated nétﬁ;e”you must. then determine
whether the State has proved that the Defendant is guilty of
assault and battery in the_first degree. By statute assault

and»battery'in the first degree 'is a lesser included offense

‘of_attempted murder. A person commits the Offehse of assault

and battery in the .first degree if the person uniawfuliy
offers or attempts to injure énother person with the pfesent
ability to do so and the act either is accomplished by means
likely to prodﬁce death or great bodily injury br occurred
dﬁring‘the commission of a fobbery,‘burglaryﬂ kidnapping or
theft. Great bodily injury, és I have stéted, means bodily
injury which causes a substantial risk of deéth or which
causes serious permanent disfigurement or protracted loss or

impairment of the function of a body member or organ.
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If you find that the State has not proven that the
Defendant is guilty of attempted murder, assault and battery
of a high and aggravated nature or assault and battery in the
first degree you must then determine whether the State has
proved that the Defendant is guilty of assault and battery in
the second degree. By statute assault and battery in the
second degree is a lesser included offense of attempted
murder. A person commits the offense of assault and battery
in the second degree if the person unlawfully injures another
person or offers or attempts to injure another person with the
present ability to do so, moderate injury to another person
results or moderate bodily injury to another person could have
resulted. Moderate bodily injury means physical injury
requiring treatment to an organ system of the body other than
the skin, muscles and connective tissues of the body, except
when there is penetration of the skin, muscles and connective
tissues that require surgical repair of a complex nature or
when treatment of the injuries requires the use of regional or
general anésthesia.

If you find that the State has not proven that the
Defendant is guilty of attempted murder, assault and battery
of a high and aggravated nature, assault and battery in the
first degree or assault and battery in the second degree you
must then determine whether the State has proved that the

Defendant is guilty of assault and battery in the third
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degree.

By statute, assault and battery in the third degree is a
lesser included offense of attempted murder. A person commits
the offense of assault and battery in the third degree if the
person unlawfully injures another person or offers or attempts
to injure another person with the present ability to do so.

In order to establish criminal liability, criminal intent
is required. For example, the mental state required to be
proven by the State for a particular crime might be purpose,
intent, knowledge, recklessness or criminal negligence.
Criminal intent must be broven by the State beyond a
reasonable doubt. Criminal intent is always a matter that
must be determined. by the jury from the circumstances
surrounding the situation. Intent cannot be proven to a
mathematical certainty. Medical science cannot dissect a
person’s brain and determine what the person had in mind. So,
the iaw says that criminal intent may be inferred from the
circumstances shown to have existed. This is how you make a

determination of whether or not the element requiring intent

|was present. Intent need not be established by direct and

positive evidence, but intent may be established by inference
in the same way as any other fact by taking into consideration
the acts of the parties and all the facts and circumstances of

the case.

Criminal intent is a mental state, a conscious
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wrongdoing. You are to determine what the Defendant intended
to do based on the circumstances shown to have existed.

Criminal intent can arise from an action or a failure to

act. It may arise from negligence, recklessness or an

indifference to duty or to consequences that is considered by
law to be the equivalent of criminal intent.

The Defendant has raised the defense of self-defense.
Self-defense is a complete defense and, if it is established,
you must find the Defendant not guilty. The State has the
burden of disproving self-defense by proof beyond a reasonable
doubt. If you have a reasonable doubt of the Defendant's
guilt after considering all of the evidence, including the
evidence of self-defense, then you must find the Defendant not
guilty.' On the other hand, if you have no reasonable doubt of
the Defendant's guilt after considering all of the evidence,
including the evidence of self-defense, then you must find the
Defendant guilty.

The followiné elements are required to establish self-
defense: first, the Defendant must be without fault in
bringing on the difficulty. If the Defendant’s conduct was
the type which was reasonably calculated~to, and did, provoke
a deadly assault, the Defendant would be at.fault in bringing
on the difficulty and would not be entitled to an acquittal
based on self-defense.

The second element of self-defense is that the Defendant
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was actually in imminent danger of death or seérious bodily
injury or that the Defendant aétually believed he was in
imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury.

If the Defendant was>actually in imminent danger, it must
be shown that the circumstances would have warranted a personl
of ordinary firmness and courage to strike the fatal blow to
prevent death or serious bodily injury. If the Defendant
believed he was in imminent danger of death or serious bodily
injury, it must be shown that a reasonably prudent person of
ordinary firmness and courage would have had the same belief.

In deciding whether the,Defendant'actually was, or
believed he was, in imminent danger of death or serious bodily
injury, you should consider all of the facts and circumstances
surrounding the criﬁe, including the physical condition and
characteristics of the Defendant and the victim.

Tﬁe Defendant does not have to show that he was actually
in danger. Imminent danger is established if the Defendaﬁt
believed he was in imminent danger and a reasonably prudent
person of ordinaryAfirmness and courage would have haa the
same belief. The Defendant has the right to act on
appearances even though the Defendant’s beliefs may have been
mistaken. It is for you to decide whether the Defendant’s
fear of imminent dangef of death or serious bodily injury was
reasonable and would have been felt by an ordinary person in

the same situation.
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Words accompanied by hostile acts may, depending on the
circumstances, establish self-defense. Evidence of prior
difficulties between the Deféndant and the victim may be

considered in deciding whether a threat existed, whether the

Defendant had a reason to believe a threat existed and how

serious that threat was. The relative sizes, ages and
weights of the Defendant and the victim may be considered in
deciding the apparenf or actual negd for force in self-defense
and the amount of force needed. The reputation of the victim
as a violent person may be considered ‘in deciding whether
there was a need for force, whether the Defendant had réason
to belie?e there was a need for force and whether deadly force
was reaéonably necessary. Prior instances of violencé by the
victim may be considered in deciding whether the Defendant
actually believed he‘was in imminent danger of death or
serious bodily injury or was actually in imminent dangér.
Threats made by the victim may be considered in determining
whether the Deféndant actually wés, or believed he was, in
imminent danger. '

The final element of self-defense is that the Defendant
had no other probable way to avoid the danger of death or
serious bodily injury-than to act 'as the Defendant did in this
particular instance. A person cannot be required to make an
exact calculation»as to the degree or amount of force which

may be needed to avoid death or serious bodily harm.
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Therefore, in self-defense, the Defendant has the right to use
the force needed to avoid death or serious bodily harm. The
force used in self-defense does not have to be limited to the
degree or amount of force used by the victim. The Defendant
has the right to use so much force as appeared to be necessary
for compiéte self-protection and which a person of ordinary
reasdn and firmness would have believed to be needed to
prevent death or serioué bodily harm.

Now, thére are six possible vérdicts which you may find
in this case. No significance should be given to the order in
which I state these verdicts to you. I simply must state one
first,‘one second and sé forth. The possible verdicts in this

case are, one, we, the jury, find the Defendant guilty of

attempted murder, or two, we, the jury, find the Defendant

guilty of assault and battery of a high andAaggravéted nature,
or three, we, the jury, find. the Defendant guilty of assault
and battery in the first degree or four, we, the jury, find
the Defendant guilty of assaﬁlt and battery in the second
degree. . The fifth possible verdict is we, the jury, find the
Defendant guilty of assault and battery in the third degree or
the sixth possible verdict is we, the jury, find the Defendant
not guilty.

L.adies and gent}emen, your verdict must be a unanimous
one. Mr. Simon, as foreperson, when the jury agrees on the

verdict, you will check the appropriate verdict here on the
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verdict form, date the verdict form, sign your name, thén
knock on the door and advise the bailiff that you have
reached a verdict and at that time we’ll bring you back into
the courtroom and receive your verdict.

I'm going to excuse you now to the jury room but do not
begin your deliberations at this point in time. I have to
check with the attorneys to-see if they have any challenges to
the charge on the law. If they do and I deem that those are
appropriate I’1ll bring yoﬁ back in and make whatever |
corrections or additional charges are needed. If there aré no
more additional charges we’ll send the éXhibits back to the
jury room with a copy of the instructions, the indictment, the
verdict form and the bailiff will tell you you can begin yéur
deliberations at that time. All right, so,‘I’ll excuse .you to
the jury room but please do not begin your deliberations just
yet.

(Whereupon, the following takes place outside thg presehce
of the jury.) | |

THE COURT: All right, any exceptions or additions to

the charge by the State?

MS. BAILEY: None from the State, Your Honor.
‘THE COURT: Any from the Defense?
MR. GOUDE: Judge, we renew the same requests we had

earlier about i1f there was a doubt between the greater and the

lesser charge to give the benefit of the doubt to the




102

10

11

12

13°

14

15

16

17

18

.18

20
21
22
23
24

25

Charge ' ' ' ‘ ' 260

Defendant and find not guilty of the greater and guilty.of the
lesser charge. 4
THE COURT: - - "All right, your motion is noted. I'm

going to deny that. Anything else?

'MR. GOUDE: No, - sir.
THE COURT: All right.
*MS. BAILEY: . Your Honor, I suppose for the record I

just need to renew my previous objection about the State’s
proposed charges that have been put in as a Court’s Exhibit

i

| THE COURT: * All right.’

MS. BAILEY: = --- that they should have been included.
THE COURT: That’s-so:noted and I’11 deny it.

All right}<lét’sfgo ahead here, I'm going to mafk; I
guess lef}s mark this charge of law, that’1l bé Court’s
Exhibit Four and we’ll send it back QithAthe indictment. I
think I’'ve got the indictment here, yeah.

(Courﬁ’s Exhibit Numbef Four [Charge] appropriately
marked.). . | ,

THE COURT: All right, here’s - put'that indictment ;
with that. All right, let’s take all of the exhibits back to
the jury. I’11 need yoﬁ to bring Ms. Victoria Jones out.
Bring the alternate juror, Ms. Victoria Jones, Juror Number.

67, bring her out and you can tell them they can go ahead and

begin their deliberations.
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(Alternate dismissed and deliberations begin at 3:48

p.m.) |
OFF THE RECORD
(On the record, question from jury at 5:03 p.m.)

(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the
presence of the jury.) ‘

THE COURT: All right, we’ve had a question and I
apologize for taking so long but I'm not so surQAI’ve got the
right answer. The question is, “What is the difference
between‘hiéh and aggravated versus first deéfee?” All I know
is high and aggravated, a person commits thé,bffénse of

assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature.if the

person unlawfully injures another person and either great

bodily injury to another person'results or the act 'is

accomplished by means likely to produce deéth or great bodily
injury; whereas, a person commits the offense of assault' and
battery in the first degree if the person unlawfully offers or
attempts fo injure another person with the present ability to
do so and the act is accomplished by means likely tolproduce
death or great bodily injury and then it has or occurred

during the commission of a robbery, burglary, kidnapping or

.theft, which we don’t have in this. So, as I understand even

‘though they’re very similar the way I read:it you can almost

have assault and battery in the first degree'without an

injury.
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MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, that’s my reading of the
statute.
THE COURT: If the person unlawfully offers or

attempts to injure another person with the present ability to
do so and the act, in other words, the attempt to.injure is
accomplished by means likely to produce death or great bodily
injury; whereas, assault and battery of 5 high_and aggravated
nature requires an injury. First'the person unlawfully
iﬁjures énother person and then that injury ié either a great
bodily injury or the act is likely to produce a great bodily
injufy. What’s the State’s position on that?

MS. BAILEY: That’s my understanding of the statute,

Your Honor.

* THE COURT: All right, what’s the Defense’s position?
'MR, GOUDE: . Could I have just one second, Judge?

THE- COURT: Yeah.

MR. GOUDE: Would the Court say its position one more

time, Judge?

THE COQURT: My understanding is the difference between
assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature and
assault and battery in the first degree is that assault and
battery of a high and aggravated nature requires an injury and
that injury must either be a great bodily injury or the act of
the Defendant must be by a means likely to produce death or

great bodily injury; whereas, assault and battery in the first
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degree only requires an attempt or an offer to injure another
person with the present ability to do so‘and that act, that
offer ‘'or that attempt is accomplished by means likely to
produce death or great bodily injury. So, assault and battery
in the first degree does not require an actual injury;.
whereas, assault and battery of a high and aggravate& nature
does. | | |

MR. GOUDE:' . That works for me.

THE COURT: All right, all right, let’s go ahead and
bring the jury back in.

(Whereupon, -the following takes place in the presence of
the jury.' Jury enters courtroom'at-5:24 p.m.) .

THE'COURT:. ' All right, ladies and gentlemen, welcome
back. Mr. Simon, I understand that the jury had a question.
The question is what is the difference between high and
aggrévated versus first degree? I’'m assuming by this the jury
wants to know whét is the difference between assault and
batteryvof a high and aggravated nature and assgult and
battery in the first degree; is that correct?

FOREPERSON: Correct.

THE COURT: - All right, all right, assault and battery
of a high and aggravated nature is the unlawful injury of
another person and that injury is either a great bodily injury
as that is defined, as I define to you or the act that the

Defendant committed is accomplished by a means likely to
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produce a death or great bodily injury. Assault and battery

in the first degree is committed when a person attempts or

|offers to injure another person with the present ability to do
‘I so and that act, that offer or that attempt is accomplished by

'a means likely. to produce death or great bodilyiinjury. So, .

the major distinction ie you have to have. an actual injury for
assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature and that

actual injury has to be either a'great bodily injury or it has

to have occurred by acts that are likely to produce death or

great bodlly 1njury, whereas assault and battery in the flrst

‘| degree. does not»requlre an injury.  -It just requires an

attempt or an offer tovinjure someone and the.acts implemented

have to be accompllshed by means llkely to produce death or

great bodlly 1njury;. All rlght

FOREPERSON: . " Can. I ask a question?

. THE COURT: All right, sir.
FOREPERSON: Can the second one, the first degree,

still have, include the act>of doing that, of having great
injury?

| THE COURT:'y Well} I can tell you that the - assault
and battery of the first degree ie a.lesser included offense
of assault and battery of a high and aggravated nabure. In
other words, all of the elements of assault and battery in the
first degree are required to prove assault and battery of a

high and aggravated nature. However, assault and battery of a
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high and aggravated nature has addifional elements, that being
the injury that is not needed to prove assault and battery in
the first degree. Does that answer your question? -

FOREPERSON: It does.

THE COURT: All right, thank you very much. I’11
excuse you back to the jury room for you to continué_your
deliberations.

(Whereupon, the following takes place outside the
presence of the jury.)

THE COURT: All right, I'm going to mark their
QUestion, that’d be Court’s Exhibit Five.

(Whereupon, Court’s Exhibit Number Five [Question from
Jury] appropriately marked.) |

THE COURT: And we’%lmipand in recess unless and until
we hear from them. | .

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

OFF THE RECORD
(On the record. Verdict reached at 5:32 p.m.)

(Whereupon,'the following takes place outside the
presence of the jﬁry.)

THE COURT: I understand the jury has reached a
verdict; is that correct? All right, anything from‘the State

before we bring the jury in?

MS. BAILEY: No, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Anything from the Defense?
MR. GOUDE: No, Your Honor. ;
THE COURT: All right, let’s bring the jury in.

(Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of‘
the jury.)

THE COURT: All right,>ladies and gentlemen, welcome
back. Mr. Simon, I understand the jury has' reached a verdict;

is that correct?

FOREPERSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Have you completed the verdict form?

FOREPERSON: I have. -

THE COURT: All right, if you’d please give it to the
bailiff. ‘

(Complies with. request. Court reviews verdict form.)

S SRR -
THE COURT: All right, I'm going to ask the Clerk to
please publish the verdict.-
CLERK: Indictment number 2011-GS-22-00054, the

State of South Carolina versus Ronald Edward Gooden, we, the

jury, find the Defendant guilty of assault and battery of a
high and aggravated nature.

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, if this
is your verdict please signify by raising your right hand.

(All jurors raise right hand.)

THE COURT: All right, please let the record reflect

that all jurors raised their right hand. Any polling of the
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battery of a high and aggravated nature.

Court is that you be confined to the State Department of

Corrections for 20 years. You’ll be given credit for any time

served thus far. All right, thank you,

(Adjourned.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) " -
' ) INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN )

At a Court of General Sessions,, convened on. March 23,2011, the Grand_ Jurors of
Georgetown County present upon their oath:

ATTEMPTED MURDER
CDR: 3410 16-03-0029

That Ronald Edward Gooden did in Georgetown County on or about October 22, 2010 with
intent to kill Curtis Anderson, attempt to kill the victim with malice aforethought, either
expressed or implied, to wit: the defendant squirted gasoline on the victim and set him afire, in

\}iolation of Section 16-3-29, 8, C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made
and provided. ' , S

gy, o

*J. GREGOR WHIIBREE
FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR
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COUNTYOF Georgeto“‘L % (
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2011-GS22-00054
Ronald Edward Gooden ) CA/WH: 1530664
AKA: ‘ y  Date of Offense: _10/22/2010
Race: BLACK Sex: M Age: 42 ) S.C.Code § : 16-03-0029
DOB: SS# _ . )  CDRCode#: _ 3410
Address: ) .
City,StateZip:  _ N R
DL#: SiD#: SC00863947 % . SENTENCE SHEET
*CDL Yes[] No[}] CMV Yes[ ] NofT] Hazmat Yes[} No[]
~ In disposifion of the said indictment comes new the Dcfendant who was CONVICTED OF or [ JPLEADS
. TO: Madm%ﬁemfeﬂMWASSauk and Bodtrery o8 a Hah and Aggrivakel Nature
‘inviolatinof ' § 16-03-6829 MO(B) the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing EDR Code # I B Lf-’l '
] NON-VIOLENT (Y- VIOLENT OUS DMOST SERIOUS [Mandatory GPS(CSC {1817-25-45
w/minor st or Lewd Act)
The chargeis: [ ] As Indicted, esser fncluded Offense, [ ]Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. - (defendant’s initials)
Thepleais: [ JWithout Negotiations or Recommendation, {1 Negotiated Sentence, Recommendation by the State,
A@‘ Oy SCB76016 | 2-(%77
Bailey, Erin () . SC Bar# Defendant Aftorey for Defendant - SC Bar#
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the [Zf State Department of Corrections, . {0 County Detention Center,
for a deteminate term of - Zo days/months@1 (] under the Youthful Offender Act notto exceed X years
‘and/or to pay a fine of $ ¥, ; ; provided that upon the service of X days/months/years and/or payment
of $ X ; plus costs and assessments as apphcable* the balance is suspended with probation for X

mionths/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, .Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.
{1, CONCURRENT or ~ {] CONSECUTIVE to senteuce on:

The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code -~ § 24-13-40 to be caleulated and applied
by the State Department of Corrections.
{1 The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.8,C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,h ansport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition,

'SPECIAL CONDITIONS: ~ -

[ JRESTITUTION: D Deferred [ ] Def. Whaives Hearing [ Jorderea - pTUP : <
Total: 8 plus 20% fee: $ daysfhours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: Obtain GED 0
[J Sctby SCOPPPS - Attend Vac. Rehab. or Job Corp.

— May serve W/E begining
Recipient: Substance Abuse Counseling J
*Fine: 3 Random Drag/Alcohol testing |
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/honthl
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $100  § ;nO-00 pmts, of $ 209 beginning m r refeqfe
§ 14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 $ ; : .
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 3 $ — paid to Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 3 Other:-
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob} $500 $
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 $§ J5 00
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge). $150 $
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea § {1 Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 § Heos § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3% to County  (if paid in installments) $ 3.9 during probation.
TOTAL $ [ ‘35 - g0

: j ) Presiding Judge %WWWJM
Clerk of Court/ Deputy Clerk OA BN . 1 [ MM Judge Code: 2 1 4 &
Court Reporter: Grace Mir {8& Sentence Date: Ot FB, Z"Z Zolf
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. Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to .
. be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
- .complies to the best of my ability, with the August 13, 2007, order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Interim ‘Guidance Regarding Personal Data Identifiers and Other

Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.” -
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