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Motions 

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. Do we need to 

hear other pretrial motions first or do you w~nt to go 

straight to the Jackson hearing? 

THE COURT: However you all want. to handle it .. 

MR. GOUDE: We've got a few normal ones, Judge. 

Onej we would move that the Prosecution produce any 

Prosecution witnesses' statements that they. have not yet 

provided to us. 

THE COURT: All right, yeah, are there ~ny -·you 

talking about out-of-court statements 

MR. GOUDE: Yes, Your Honor. 

31 

THE COURT: --- prior statements? Is there any been 

- that have not been produced? 

MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

No, Your Honor .. 

Okay. 

Several were taken at the scene. Those 

have all been provided t6. Mr. Gooden in preparation.for this 

trial. I did go out and interview all the witnesses but did 

not take any recording or written statements from them. 

THE COURT: All right. 

MR. GOUDE: Your Honor, the second would be a motion 

in limine to ask the Prosecutor to advise us what impeachable 

offenses they contend that Mr; Gooden has on his record in 

case he testifies. 

THE COURT: All right, in the event he testifies 
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Motions 32 

what's the prior record do you have? 

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor, in 2007 a larceny 

of a firearm out of North Carolina. He received a 10 to 12-

month sentence on that. We did some research and found out 

that is a Class H felony in North Carolina and the potential 

6 sentence is up to 20 months in prison. Also, in 1992 he was 

7 convicted of a strong-arm robbery here in Georgetown or in 

8 South Carolina. He violated his parole on that strong-arm 

9 robbery charge in 1999 and was released from confinement on 

10 January 18th of 2002. I called and verified that with Carol 

11 Joyner at the Department of Corrections. Since he was 

12 released from confinement in the last 10 years it's the 

. 13 State's contention that that is an impeachable offense. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

THE COURT: 

. MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

When was he release.d? 

January 18th of 2002. 

Okay, all right, so; you're talking about 

larceny of a'firearm and strong-arm robbery; correct? 

MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

MR. GOUDE: 

Yes, yes, Your Honor. 

All right, Mr. Goude, anything else? 

Judge, we would just ask that - we know 

21 that on the ,strong-arm robbery and attempt to commit strong-

22 arm robbery are 1992 convictions. The Solicitor has indicated 

23 we were released from prison less than 10 years ago. I would 

24 just say that the original conviction date is almost 20 years 

25 ago, 1992. The offense would've occurred before that.' So, it 
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1 would've been 20 years ago, and he - Mr. Gooden went to 

2 prison, then was out of prison, violated parole and went back 

3 in. So, that's how it's within the ten-year deal, but we 

4 would say that it's still too remote and not relevant and the 

5 prejudicial effect since it happened 20 years ago outweighs 

6 any credibility issues in this case and we would:ask that it 

7 ,be excluded and not be brought out on cross by the Prosecution 

during Mr. Gooden's testimony. 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

.22 

23 

24 

25 

THE COURT: All right, so, what's the pro~ative 

value, credibility issue? 

MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, to go to the Defendant's 

credibility particularly because it's our understanding that 

self-defense is going to be an issue in this_ case, not 

necessarily self-defense per se-but the, that the victim was 

picking on the Defendant, that there may have been some 

physical altercation in the past; and so, each, you know -

obviously the victim does hav~ a violent record and will-be 

cross examined on that. So, it is extremely probative 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

TIjE COURT: 

Well, yeah. 

--- as to credibility that the --­

Well, on credibility but now, if you're 

talking - trying to paint him as a violent person then that's 

going to have a pretty prejudicial effect, and this, I mean, 

the strong-arm robbery is not evidence in this crime. 

MS. BAILEY: Absolutely, Your Honor, I agree. 
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THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

34 

So, the sole question is credibility. 

Yes, Your Honor, and strong-arm robbery 

3 is, is~a crime of dishonesty in takin~ money from somebody 

4 else, just like petit larceny is a crime of dishonesty. 

5 

6 

7 

'8 

THE COURT: Well, and I understand that but you just, 

you - your argument, what tapped me in was your argument that 

it shows he's a violent person. 

MS. 'BAILEY: Your Honor, the State does not intend to 

9 go into that. The State does not intend to argue that he is a 

10 violent person. 

11 

12 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

Okay. 

And I would just note for the record I'm 

13 looking for the e~act rule ~o~ th~t th~ ruie states it's ten 

14 years from the release of confinement or sup'ervision. 

15 , THE COURT: Well, 'I understand that and it's 

16 admissible under that but I st'ill have to balance the 

17 probative 'value versus the prejudicial effect. I mean, 

18 otherwise, it meet's - if it was not within the ten years it 

19 wouldn't come in'period, but'it is within the ten years. So, 

20 now I have to measure the probative value versus the 

21 prejudicial effect against the Defendant. Let me hear from 

22 

23 

24 

25 

you on that, Mr. Goude. 

MR. GOUDE: Judge, as the Solicitor pointed out in 

this case the victim has a violeht criminal record and he and 

a gang of his friends and I don't mean gang like the Bloods 
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1. and the Cripa or the Jessie James gang or whatever, just mor~ 

2 than one person of friends of his were continually picking on 

3 Mr. Gooden till Mr. Gooden eventually, as many people d6, 

4 picked an incorrect response to th~ir picking·on him. Instead 

5 of callirig t~e policeqr movin~ out of town or any of a 

6 million other things he could've done. he threw gasolin"e on one . 

7 of the guys. So, if Mr. Gooden testifies to bring out the 

8 history between them and his fear"of'the people, the 

9 Prosecutor, if they're allow,ed' to ask him," will show' that he's 

10 got a prior criminal record and I imagin~ I wo~ld want to show 
. . 

I1th~t to sh6w,- to tiy t~ bring out {he,.word strOng and try to 

12 bring out the'wo,rd armed and emphasize, you know, with my 

13 voice on those when I'm talking to the jury, strong~arm 

,14 robbery and attempted strong:-arm robbery~ so Mr. Gooden 

15 himselLi~ a ~iqlent person, has already been cOnvicted of 

16' this and,how can he say he's like, a ~lctim. to ihe victim of 

,17 picking on him when he's already been in prison for strong-arm 

18 robbery and attempted strong, strong-arm robbery. That's what 

19 I would do if I was the Prosecutor if it's admissible and 

20 those things happened 20 years ago when he was ---

21 THE COURT: Yeah, all right, I'm going to go ahead -

22 I'm not going to let you use the strong-arm robbery. 

23 MS. BAILEY: Your Honor ---

24 THE COURT: You can, you can use the larceny of a 

25 firearm but I'm going to - I think prejudicial effect far 
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1 outweighs the probative value. 

2 MS. BAILEY: Can I, can I just for the record point 

3 Your Honor to State v. AI-Amin, 353,S.C. 405, which held that 

4 crimes involving dishonesty are automatically admissible for 

5 impeachment purposes without the requirement that the _Court 

6 balance the probative value against the prejudicial effect. 

7 That case also noted that armed robbery like shoplifting is a 

8 crime of dishonesty. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

13 Appeals in 2003. 

What is"that case now? 

State v. Al-Amin. 

And when was that? 

And it - it was in 2003, it was Court of 

1 . 

14 THE COURT: And it says I don't weigh the prejudicial 

15 effect ---

16 

17 

18 

MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

MS. BAILEY: 

Yes, Your Honor. 

--- versus the probative value? 

When it's a - it says wheri it's a crime 

19 of dishonesty that you do not weigh the prejudicial effect and 

20 it notes armed robbery specifically like shoplifting. 

THE COURT: Well, let me pull that up because I - if 21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I'm applying the wrong law I need to take a look at it. So, 

let me - what is the case? 

MS. BAILEY: State v. AI, A-L dash Amin, A-M-I-N, 

it's 353 S.C. 405. 
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1 THE COURT: All right, let's take a short recess. 

2 Let me go take a look at that. 

3 MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT: Because I thought everything had to be 

5 prejudicial effect. So, that one says even if the prejudicial 

6 effect far outweighs - even if you have one minute probative 

7 value ---

8 MS. BAILEY: The, the court ---

9 THE COURT: --- and a billion percent prejudicial 

10 effect I don't consider that at all is what that case says? 

11 MS. BAIL~Y: That case says that that particular 

12 balancing test for probative versus prejudicial doesn't come 

13 into effect when it'~ a crime of dishonesty. 

14 THE COURT: All right, let me take a look at that. 

15 All right, I'll be back in a second. 

16 MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. 

. OFF THE RECORD 

(On the record.) 

17 

·18 

19 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

20 presence of the jury.) 

21 THE COURT: All right, I went arid checked. Mr. 

22 Goude, I'm going to reverse my ruling. They are going to be 

23 able to use the strong-arm robbery. It is a crime of 

24 dishonesty. So, it can be used to attack your client's 

25 credibility if he takes the stand. 



Opening Statement by Ms. Bailey 58 

1 opening charges by the State? 

2 MS. BAILEY: None, Your Honor. 

3 THE COURT: Any by the Defense? 

4 MR. GOUDE: No, sir. 

5 THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey, you wish to make 

6 an opening statement? 

7 MS. BAILEY: Yes, Your Honor, may it please the Court. 

8 THE COURT: Yes·, ma'am. 

9 MS. BAILEY: There's no excuse. October 22nd of 2010, 

10 almost exactly a year ago Ronald Gooden walked in the Shaw's 

11 Corner Store, walked directly up to Curtis Anderson, squirted 

12 gasoline allover him and lit him on fire. There's no excuse 

13 for that. There. is no excuse for doing that to another human 

14 being. I'm sure you're wondering why he did that and you'll 

15 hear why. He says he was being picked on. He says he was 

16 being called names. There's no excuse for that. 

~~ 
17 Ladies and gentlemen, my name is Erin Bailey. I'm an 

, 
18 Assistant Solicitor here in Georgetown. In South Carolina we 

19 call the prosecutor solicitors, which is a little bit of 

20 ancient language. In other states they're called district 

21 attorneys or state's attorneys. It's all the same thing. I 

22 represent the State of South Carolina when a crime has been 

23 committed. 

24 You may see sitting at the table with me our in-house 

25 investigator, Steve Brown. He operates my equipment and will 
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1 help get some things up on your computer screen so that you 

2 can see all the evidence in this case. 

3 This case won't be long. It's not complicated. You will 

4 hear from witnesses. There was a store full of people there 

5 when it happened. You're going to hear from the officers that 

6 investigated on the scene. You're going to get to see some of 

7 the evidence ~nd judge for yourself. 

8 Jury service is one of the most important constitutional 

9 .services that we have in this country and I know that for some 

10 of you this is jury number two this week and I thank you so 

11 much for your patience and your service this week. I ask that 

12 you be patient just a little while longer to hear the evidence 

1,3 in :this case, consider it carefully and to come back and let 

14 the Defendant know there is no excuse for lighting another 

15 person on fire. 

16 THE COURT: All right, Mr. Goude, does the Defense 

17 wish to make an opening statement? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

MR. GOUDE: Thank you, Your Honor, yes. 

My name is Reuben Goude. I'm a lawyer here in 

Georgetown. I'm representing Ronald Gooden who is seated 

there beside me. What I ask you to do is listen to the 

witnesses testify, listen and watch any exhibits that we 

over 

put 

23 into evidence with the court reporter, and when we finish this 

24 case whether that's - it's 11:30 now, whether that's today or 

25 tomorrow morning I will come back up here and talk with you 



-----------

Jac~ie Shaw - Direct by Ms. Bailey 

1 all and go over and ask you how to vote in regards to your 

2 verdict. Thank you. 

60 

3 _ THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey, you can call your 

4 first witness. 

5 MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor the State calls 

6 -Jackie Shaw. 

7 Whereupon, Jackie Shaw was called to the stand, duly 

8 sworn by the clerk and testified as follows: 

9 THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state 

10 your name for the record. 

11 MR. SHAW: Jackie Shaw. 

12 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

13 BY MS. BAILEY: 

14 

15 

Q Mr. Shaw, please be sure to speak into the microphone 

and speak up so we can all hear you; all right? 

16 A 

17 Q 

18 A 

19 Q 

20 A 

21 Q 

22 A 

23 Q 

24 A 

25 Q 

Okay. 

Mr. Shaw, do you own a store in Andrews? 

Yes, ma'am. 

And what store is that? 

Shaw's Corner Store. 

Is that located in Georgetown County? 

Yes, ma'am. 

And how long have you had the store? 

About five, six, seven years. 

All right, and just to set the scene a little bit what 
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1 Q So, who all was standing up at the front? 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A It was me, Curtis, Al Giles, Herman Scott, Candy Man and 

my wife was in and out. 

Q. Okay, and what happened next? 

A After that, a few minutes afte~ that ~verything had die 

down and everybody just been in that part and talking to each 

other and he came in the store. 

Q So, he had left again at some point? 

9 A 

10 Q 

Yes, ma'am, he left and then he came back. 

Okay, what happened then? 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

A Then he came - he stayed around there for a little while 

and he came in the store. My wife was leaving. They was kind 

of passing each other at the same time and she tried to, you 

know, to talk, hey, then he didn't really pay her no attention 

and he came right on up kind of sideways and the next thing I 

know he said r yo, boo, flip and that's what happened. 

Q Okay, and so, tell us more specifically what it is that 

you saw, you saw - did you see him walk in the door? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

20 Q Okay, and so, did he pass your wife when he walked in 

21 the door? 

22 A 

23 Q 

Yes, ma'am. 

Okay, did he - what did he do then, did he walk around 

24 

25 

the store, did he go straight somewhere? 

A No, ma'am, he just came straight up to where we were. 



-----------------------------
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Jackie Shaw - Direct by Ms. Bailey 64 

1 Q Okay, and what did he do then? 

2 A He, the guys been over there talking and they didn't pay 

3 him no attention and usually when he come in he usually 

4 regularly get a beer or a cigarette or, you now, and for some 

5 reason he just didn't and he came up there and the guys was on 

6 my right side and he said, yo, then he throw something and 

7 light and ran out. 

8 Q Okay, and so, did you see fire? 

9 A Yes, I sure did. 

10 Q Okay, did it - did - was it a little bit of fire that 

11 spread slowly or was it a big flash? 

12 A It, it was a big flash. 

13 Q Okay, and so, did you see Mr. Gooden pour something on 

14 him, on Mr. Anderson? 

15 A 

16 Q 

17 A 

18 Q 

19 A 

20 Q 

21 him? 

22 _ A 

\ 

He throwe'd something and it was flammable. 

Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

And what was the next thing that you saw after that? 

Everything. was on fire. 

Okay, and do you know Mr. Gooden, how well do you know 

I know him just by being around. I don't know him 

23 personally ---

24 Q Uh-huh. 

25 A --- but I just know him because, you know. 
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1 Whereupon, Timothy Harrelson was called to the stand, 

2 duly sworn by the 'clerk and testified as follows: 

3' THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state 

4 your name for the record. 

5 MR~ HARRELSON: My name is Timothy Harrelson. 

6 THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey. 

,7 MS. BAILEY: , Thank you, Your Honor. 

8 DIRECT,EXAMINATION 

9 BY MS. l?AILEY: 

,10 Q Officer Harrelson, could you tell' us how long have you 

11 been in ,law enforcement? 

12 A 

13 Q 

,14 A 

Since 2009. 

And where have you worked? 

Georgetown County Sheriff's Office, Andrews Police 

15 Department and now currently employed with Jamestown. 

16 Q Okay, and on 66tober 22~ of 2010 where weie you employed 

17' then? 

,18 A Andrews Police Department. 

19 Q And did you have reason to respond to the Shaw's Corner 

20 Store? 

21 A 

22 Q 

23 there? 

24 A 

I did. 

And can you tell us about what you found when you got 

I, was flagged down by a pedestrian, explained to me that 

25 she had observed a man on fire running across Martin Luther 
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Timothy Harrelson - Direct by Ms. Bailey 82 

1 King Boulevard, which is adjacent to Shaw's Corner .Store. I 

2 immediately was. in route to that. As I was in route I was 

3 called by central dispatch. They.explained to me the same 

4 thing, told them I was already in route. Whenever I arrived 

5 on the scene I could see obvious signs of smoke in the air, 

6 didn't see anybody. They said he was inside. I immediately 

7 ran inside, found Mr. Curtis Anderson inside walking around 

8 dazed, a little lethargic to say the least. He was obviously 

9 burned to a large extent. 

10 Q Can you describe where the burn injuries were on his 

11 body? 

12 A Allover his face, nose, mouth, throat area, on his 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

chest, down his side, his arm. He was burned very severely. 

His skin was peeling off to say the least. 

Q And how was he dressed when you got there? 

~ When I got there he was wearing burned, tailored pants 

dark-color, no shirt. They had torn his shirt off of him 

because it was burning. 

Q And while you were on the scene did - was there a 

commotion outside? 

21 A There was. While I was inside tending to him keeping 

22 him, trying to keep him incoherent I heard a lot of screaming 

23 and chaos outside. As I ran outside to find out what was 

24 going on I saw Mr. Gooden and my partner tussling on the 

25 ground and a crowd surrounding them. 
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Timothy Harrelson - Direct by Ms. Bailey 84 

1 little bit. Could you describe more about the scene when you 

2 got there? 

3 A Whenever I arrived on scene there was a bunch of people 

4. standing in the parking lot waiving me in. The - I could see 

5 smoldering clothes laying in the highway from where he had 

6 apparently ran across the street. There was smoldering 

7 clothes in a trashcan where they had put a bunch of stuff in 

8 the trashcan ,and tried to out the fire. His clothes were 

9 continuing to burn because of the gasoline .. When I got inside. 

10 he was - his - the skin on his face was 

11 Q When you say he who dq you mean? 

12 A Mr. Anderson; Curtis Anderson, the victim in the case. 

13 His skin was peeling away from his face. It was a very - it 

14 was a gruesome scene to say the least. He I'm trying, 

15 trying not to be too terribly graphic. He was mtssing skin on 

16 his face, his throat area, down his chest, his stomach, his 

17 side and all down his arm. 

18 Q Let's go back to that statement that you took on the way 

19 to the jail, have you had the opportunity to review what has 

20 been previously marked as State's Exhibit Number Nine? 

21 A I have. 

22 Q And could you describe what is on this CD? 

23 A It is a - basically, a confession to what happened by 

24 Mr. Gooden from the ---

25 Q It is, is it a true and accurate tape or recording of 
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1 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

2 presence of the jury.) 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

THE COURT: All right, anything from the State before 

we bring the jury in? 

MS. BAILEY: No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: Anything from the Defense? 

MR. GOUDE: No, sir. 

THE COURT: All right, let's go ahead and bring the 

9 jury in. 

10 (Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of 

11 the jury.) 

12' THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, welcome. 

13 back. I remind you if you have any cell phones or pagers 

14 please.~urn those off at this time~ 

15 Ms. Bailey, you can call your next witness. 

16 MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls 

17 Matt Hoeffer. 

18 THE COURT: All right.· 

19 Whereupon, Matthew Hoeffer was dalled to the stand, duly 

20 sworn by the clerk and testified as follows: 

21 THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated and state 

22 your name for the record. 

23 MR. HOEFFER: My name is Matthew Hoeffer. 

24 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

25 BY MS. BAILEY: 
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2 A 

3 Q 

4 A 

5 Q 

·6 A 

And where are you employed? 

Andrews Police Department. 

How long have you been in law ~nfoicement? 

A little over four years. 

And where all have you been employed? 

L wor~ed three years here in the City of Georgetown 

. 7 before· going to Andrewsabou1:; a y~a:r . ago . 

93 

On October 22nd of ~OIO did you have reason to go to the 

.9 . Shaw's Corner Store in Andrews? 

10 A· : Ye s, . rna ' am . 

11 Q .And what did you find.when you arrived? 

12 A. :1 found Officer Harrelson standing with the victim 

13. Curti~ Anderson in the parking ~ot ~f the Corner~tore. I 

14 observed Mr. Anderson tpha~e sever~ third-d~gree burns to his 

15 chest, ''face and both of his .arms. 

16 Q I'm going to hand up to you what's been previously 

17 marked ~s State's Exhibits Seven and·Eight.D6·you recognize 

18 those pictures? 

19 A Yes',. rna' am·, I· do. . 

20Q' What are those pictures of?', 

21· A They are pictures of the victim Mr. Anderson in the back 

22 of the ambulance. 

23 Q And do those pictures fairly and accurately depict his 

24 'injuriesand his state. when you arrived at the scene? 

25 A Yes, ma'am, they do. 
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1 apparently some of his clothing had fallen off and also where 

2 they tried to douse him with water to put the fire out. 

3 Q Please pull up State's Exhibit Six. For the record, 

4 we're now looking at State's Exhibit Six. Could you please 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

"14 

describe what we're looking at here? 

AYes, ma'am, agaipj this is just a vantage point further 

back right here at the corner of the bar in front of that 

Coca-Cola cooler was where the victim, Mr. Anderson, would 

have been standing where he was set on fire and then where he 

retreated back into the office. 

Q And where is the door in relation to this picture? 

A From this vantage point it would be off to my left. 

Q Thank you. After you responded to the scene was the 

Defendant there wheri you first got there? 

15 A 

16 Q 

No, ma'am. 

Did the Defendant arrive there? 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

A Yes, ma'am, I was in inside with Officer Harrelson and 

the victim Mr. Anderson. We received information that the 

subject was outside. I exited straight out the front door and 

proceeded into the gravel portion of the parking lot. On the 

other side of that gravel along Martin Luther King Drive 

22 there's a grass edge to the roadway. I observed the 

23 Defendant, Mr. Gooden, standing in that grassy section there. 

24 He put his hands up in the air and stated, "It's me. I did 

25 it." At that point, I took my tazer out of its holster, 
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1 A 

2, ,Q 

3 A 

Yes, Curtis Anderson. 

Okay. 

And just be - I was talking to the owner, you know, we 

4 were laughing and joking and everything; and so, when I glance 

5 or turn to the side at an angle I notice Ronald because like I 

6 say Curtis's got a wide frame and Ronald is more skinnier. 

7 So, I noticed Ronald when he came in and he's like he leaned 

8 forward and said, you know, "Like I told you," that ~ s all I 

9 could hear, . you know, could hear and then after that, bam, he, 

10 Mr. Anderson burst out in flames. 

11 Q 

12 A 

13 Q 

Did you know Ronald before this? 

Yes, I do. 

And how long have you known him? 

14 A Me and.him came - grow up together in school. So, I 

15 knowed him probably 20, 20 something years, 30 years. 

16 

17 

Q . And you~re certain it was him that you saw walk into the 

store? 

18 A 

19 Q 

Yes, ma'am. 

Okay, can you pull up State's Five, please. If you'll 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

look at your screen there we're going to look at a picture. 

Using this picture could you describe where you were standing? 

A I was standing exactly at the corner, at the, at the 

bar. 

Q The corner that is closest to the camera or the corner 

25 that is furthest away from the camera? 
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1 A Furthest away to the camera, on the corner on the right-

2 hand side furthest away. 

3 Q Okay, and where was Curtis Anderson standing? 

4 A He was standing right there where the like - where the 

5 .racks at right there on the right-hand side on the counter. 

6 I Q Okay, and after you said that you saw - can you describe 

7 it again what, what you saw happen? 

8 A Just like a explosion pretty much. 

9 Q Okay. 

10 A 

11 Q 

Yeah, he was on fire: 

After that explosion what's the next thing that you 

12 

13 

14 

15 

remember? 

h The next thing when that happened, Mr. Anderson he ran 

towards me and the small room behind it he ran towards me, he 

was on fire and we was trapped up in the room. 

16 Q 

17 A 

18 Q 

19 A 

So, you and he were both in that room? 

In that small room, correct. 

Was that door opened or closed when it happened? 

That's - I can't remember. I know he carne - T can't 

20 remember if it was open or closed. 

21 Q 

22 A 

23 Q 

24 A 

Okay, but both of you ended up back in that small room? 

Correct, correct. 

And what happened next? 

When he carne in the room, like I say, it was dark but 

25 the lights from him because he was so much still in flames 

2! 
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1 pretty much it - I was able, I was able - I felt, I fell down 

2 first and I jumped back up because he came so quickly upon me; 

3 and so, at the time I reached and try to find a rag so I can 

4 try to pat out him. So, -that's what I done. Like I say, and 

5. that room was filled with - that's where he keep his boxes and 

6 containers and paper and stuff like that. So, you know, I was 

7 careful what I grab to try to out him be6ause like I say he 

8 was - his shirt and everything was on fire. So, I pat him, 

9 out, out him, and then at that time we tried to exited. We 

10 couldn't because the counter and everything else was -

11 couldn't let us get out. 

12 Q Okay, why, why couldn't - well, at this point was he 

13 completely put out or was he still on fire? 

14 A Correct, yes, he was out. 

15 Q He was, okay, and so, why couldn't you exit at that 

16 point? 

17 A Because of the - the - from the fire that the trashcan 

18 and I guess whatever that he used got on the side of the wall 

i 

I 
19 and the counter so we was trapped then, we couldn't get out at 

20 the time at least about less than a minute. 

21 Q And what happened next? 

22 A After that we came out, kept him calm. So, I was on my 

23 cell phone calling 911 at the time, and we kept him c~lm 

24 talking to him, you know, he was nodding his head and 

25 everything, and then, then he went outside. We tried to get 
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THE COURT: All right, he's free to go. Thank you 

very much. The State can call its next witness. 

MS. BAILEY: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls 

Curtis Anderson. 

WHEREUPON, Curtis Anderson l was called to the stand" duly 

sworn by the clerk and testified as follows: 

THE CLERK: Thank you. Plea~e be seated and state 

your name for the record. 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, my name is Curtis Anderson. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. BAILEY: 

Q Do you need some water? 

13 A Yes. 

14 Q Curtis, I'm going to ask that you speak into the 

2; 

15 microphone and loudly and clearly so everybody in the jury can 

16 hear you; okay? 

17 A Yes. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

Q And I know this is painful for you emotionally and 

physically. So, I apologize for some sensitive questions, but 

on October 22nd of 2010 were you up at Shaw's Corner Store? 

A Yes, ,ma'am. 

22 Q 

23 A 

24 Q 

25 day? 

And how long had you been there? 

,I can't really remember. 

Would it be fair to say you were there on and off all 
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1 next thing after watch out what's the next thing that you 

2 remember? 

3 A Me being on fire. 

4 Q Okay, and do 'you know who set you on fire? 

5 A Yes, rna' am. 

6 Q Who's that? 

7 A Ronald Gooden. 

8 Q Did you know him before this incident? 

9 AYe sirna' am. 

10 Q How long have you known him? 

11-4 

11 A I know him for a while, probably about _~ year or so. 

12 Q Oka~, and is he here in the courtroom today? 

13 A Yes, rna' am. 

14 Q And where is he? 

15 A Right there. 

16 Q Okay, after - how did you end up leaving the scene that 

17 night? 

18 A I remember getting in the ambulance and I remember going 

19 to a football field and getting into a helicopter and that's 

20 pretty much it. 

21 Q 

22 A 

23 Q 

24 A 

25 Q 

Okay, where did that helicopter take you? 

Augusta, Georgia. 

And did you get medical treatment in Augusta? 

Yes. 

Is there specialized medicine there? Is that why they 
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1 took you there? 

2 A Yes. 

3 Q And what kind of hospital do they have there? 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A It's a burn center, it's a burn unit for a third degree 

and third degree burns. 

Q And how long were you at the burn center in Augusta? 

A About three months. 

Q And after you were released from the burn center where 

did - did they let you go home? 

2! 

10 A No, ma'am, I went to a rehabilitation center in Florence. 

11, Q 

12 A 

And how long did you have ,to' stay there? 

For about almost a month. 

13 

14 

Q And after. t'hree months in the burn center and one month 

at the rehab center were you released then to come home? 

15 A 

16 Q 

17 A 

18 Q 

19 A 

20 Q 

21 A 

22 Q 

23 A 

24 Q 

205 A 

Yes. 

What ki'nd of - are you still under a doctor's care? 

Yes. 

And how often do you see the doctor? 

Every month. 

And where do you see the doctor? 

In Charleston. 

And which doctor is that? 

Dr. Mullins. 

And where is his primary practice? 

In Augusta, Georgia. 
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1 Q Okay, so, you meet him in Charleston once a month? 

2 A Yes. 

3 Q Do you know how long you~re going to have to do that 

4 for? 

5 A 'No, I don't. 

6 Q During the time that you were in the burn center and up 

7 until today could you please tell us more about the injuries 

'8 that you sustained, and what kind of treatments YOli've had to 

9 undergo?, 

10, A Well, I burned ,.the right side of my face, my lips, my 

11 chin,my throat, my whole right arm, my right-han~, my left 

12 hand, my chest and my stomach and I,got grafts on my stomach, 

13, grafts on my, legs, all ,over. 

14 ~Q Did you say you had grafts? 
" 

15 A Yes, ma'am: 

16 Q Okay, and what, what is a graft? 

17 A Where they had to take skin from my legs to redo my face 

18 and to redo my arms and my body and my hands. 

19 Q Okay, what degree'- do you know what degree burns you 

20 have? 

21 A Third-degree. 

And were you under treatment to prevent any, any other 

23 injuries as a result of those third-degree burns? 

24 A I don't understand ,what you mean. 

25 Q Did they, did they put you on antibiotics to prevent 
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1 Q And why is that? 

2 A At - well, while they~re doing the injections to my face 

3 they're putting medication in my skin. So, as it, as it go in 

4 it swells the skin. Once it swells it releases. So, when 

5 they release it I can't have this on or it's pushing the 

'6 medicine out. So, I don't wear it. 

7 Q Okay, I apolo'gi ze to make you do this but I want this 

8 jury to know everything that happened. Will you take your 

9 mask off and let them see your scars? 

10 A Yeah. 

11 'MS. BAILEY: A~d Your Honor, I would ask for 

12 permission because the 'side that is scarred is facing away 

13 from the jury permission for him to come down and stand in 

14 front of the jury. 
, , 

15 THE COURT: Well, I mean, he can do that or he can 

16 just stand right there and turn and face them, however you 

17 " ~ant to present it, I'll allow him to do that. 

18 MS. BAILEY: ,Okay. 

19 BY MS. BAILEY: 

20 Q If you could, if you could stand up? 

21 A (Complies with request.) 

22 Q And walk over here about to the corner of that rail and 

23 if yo~ could look over by that door, look towards that flag. 

24 Okay, thank you. You can have a seat and you can put your 

25 mask back on if you need to. Now, you ~aid that you had known 
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1 duly sworn by the clerk and testified as follows: 

2 

3 

THE CLERK: 

THE COURT: 

Thank you. 

All right, Mr. Goude. 

4 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

5 BY MR. GOUDE: 

143 

6 Q Ronald, if you would tell the ladies and gentlemen of 

7 the jury your full legal~riame. 

8 A 

9 Q 

10 A 

11 Q 

My name is Ronald E~wardGooden. 

What is your date o£ b~rth ~nd how old are you? 

My date of birth is I'm 41 years old. 

And what's your marital status? Are you married now or 

12 not married? 

13 A 

14 Q 

15 A 

16 Q 

17 A 

I,' m single. 

And do you have any children? 

Yes, I have two. 
" \ 

And what are their ages and sexes? 

I have one 19 herein South Carolina. I have one ten 

18 years old in North Carolina. 

19 Q 

20 A 

21 Q 

22 A 

23. Q 

24 A 

And the one that's 19 is that a boy or a girl? 

He's a boy, a boy. 

And where does he live? 

He live with his grandmother in Andrews, South Carolina. 

Okey-dokey, now, where were you raised as a child? 

I was raised partially Bridgeport, Connecticut, and then 

25 I moved here when I was about ten years old, South Carolina. 
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1 Q And you lived in Andrews from t'he time you were about 

2 ten years old until about what age? 

3 A Till I was about, I'd say about 20, 21. 

4 Q And did you move back there, this is October 2011 today, 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

this incident that we're here in court on was October of 2010, 

a year ago~ when had you moved back to Andrews before ·this 

incident last year? 

A That was at the end of 2009. 

Q 2009? 

Yes. 

So, you'd been living back in' Andrews' roughly a year? 

Roughly a year. 

And where did you live in Andrews? 

3~ 

10 A 

11 Q 

12 A 

13 Q 

14 A I lived·at the bottom of Jones where my father gave me a 

15 trailer. It was like'~fi~up and try to get myself back on 

16 

17 

18 

19 

track: 

Q Okay, now, for most of the end 9f2009 up until this 

.incident happeried in October of 2010 we~e you living in your 

father's trailer? 

20 A 

21 Q 

Yes, sir. 

And for most of that time period who else was living in 

22 the trailer with you? 

23 A It was just me by myself. 

24 Q All right, now, what was your financial condition during 

25 most of that time, the end of '09 up till October of 2010? 
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1 A I was broke, excuse me. 

2 Q Did you have money to have the lights, the electricity 

3 turned on in the trailer while you were living there? 

4 A No. 

5 Q And did ~ou have th~ money to have the city water arid 

6 the city ~ewer.t~rned on in the· trailer while you were living 

7 there? 

8 A No, not yet. 

9 Q Now~if .you had no:el~ct~i6ity how were.you able to run 

10 a r~fri~~rator in your tr~iler-to keep your.food ~n the 

11 refrigerator? 
I 
i. 12 MS. BAILEY: Objecti6n,.Your Honor, I'm not sure of the 

13 relevance of this line of questioning. 
.~ , ," - ...... " 

14 THE COURT.: I'm gping to allow ·it. Go ahead. 

15 Q If you had no electricity how were you able to keep your 

·16 refrigerator running in your trailer to keep,the food in it? 

17 A we~l, it wasn't, it wasn't nothing inside the trailer,' 

18 there was no;thing, no refrigerator, no stove· .. It .was just I 

19 got a bed and I just had a bed. 

20 Q Did you have a vehicle during this period of time? 

21 A 'No, I haven~t. 

22 Q No car, no truck? 

23 A No. 

24 Q Where would you often go to get something to eat? 

25 A I would go to Shaw's Corner Store. 
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1 Q And what type of things did they sell there to eat or to 

2 drink? 

3 A I would basically get like a hot dog, two hot dogs, a 

4 sausage and something to drink or I might get a beer, buy some 

5 cigarettes. 

6 Q Did they sell sodas, soft drinks? 

7 A 

8 Q 

9 that? 

10 A 

11 Q 

Yes, sir. 

Did they sell like orange juice and milk, things like 

Yes. 

Approximately how far down Jones Avenue was it from your 

12 trailer ~here you lived to Shaw's Country Store? 

13 A I'd say about a half a mile or probably a little bit 

14 more. It's a stretch going up the block, all the way up the 

15 block, yes. 

16 Q Now, at some point while you were living there in the 

17 trailer did you try to get a tenant to move into the trailer 

18 to help you financially? 

19 A 

20 Q 

21 A 

22 Q 

Yes. 

And did you get a tenant to move in? 

Yes~ I found one. 

Who was the person's name? 

23 

24 

25 

A Well, his name was Johnny Bradshaw. 

Q And after - and about when was it when he moved into the 

trailer with you roughly? 
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A It was probably two weeks or something prior to this 

incident. 

Q Two weeks prior to October the 220d, 2010? 

4 A Yes. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Q Okay, now, and after he moved in with you did you hear 

rumors going on about yourself as far as being a homosexual or 

not? 

A 

in? 

Q 

A 

You talking about before he moved in or after he moved 

\ 

After he moved in. 

Well, it wasn't that day or the next day, you know what 

12 I'm saying,' some things had occurred to lead up to that . 

. 13 Q What occurred? 

14 

15 

A You know, with this.lady, Ms. Birdie, she stopped. 

was walking up the street. I was going to the car wash. 

I 

16 That's where I worked at, and she pulled over and she told me, 

17 and she told me, she said, "Oh, I hear that you had a - you 

18 have a boyfriend," and I was like, "What you mean," and she 

19 said Johnny Bradshaw. I said, "What?" I said - he said, I 

20 asked her what is he gay, and she like, "You should know," you 

21 know what I mean. That's when I went to the Corner Store and 

22 that's when I asked Jackie, you know what I'm saying, about 

23 Johnny Bradshaw was he gay and he told me·that he was known to 

24 pull on one. 

25 MS. BAILEY: Objection, Your Honor, that's hearsay. 
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MR. GOUDE: We're not offering it for the truth. 1 

2 

3 

4 

THE COURT: Yeah, he's not offering it for the truth 

of the matter asserted. So, I'll allow it. Overruled. 

BY MR. GOUDE: 

5 Q 

6 A 

7 Q 

8 A 

9 Q 

10 A 

What does he's known to pull on one mean to you? 

He's known to suck on a penis. 

When you learned that what did you do? 

I went back home. He was there. 

He who? 

Johnny Bradshaw he was there. I told him. he had to get 

11 out, you know, because I asked him was he gay, you know, he, 

3i 

12 he confessed to it. He was gay and then I kicked him out that 

13 same day. 

14 Q 

15 you? 

16 A 

17 Q 

18 A 

Had he paid you any money on the rent to live there with 

Yes, yes, he pay me $200. 

And what did you do insofar as the money? 

Well, I got some can goods so I could have something to 

19 

20 

21 

22 

eat in the trailer, you know, things like that. 

Q Did you refund him any of his rent? 

A I gave him $100 back. 

Q And did he move out? 

23 A 

24 Q 

25 A 

Yes, he, he, he got out. 

Now, did you know a gentleman named Curtis Anderson? 

Yes. 
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1 Q 

2 A 

Where did you meet him? 

Actually I didn't meet him, he met me, you know, he 

3 

4 

intruded on me. 

Q Where did ·he.meet you? 

5 A I was walking down the street and they be over on the 

6 side. They be drinking and stuff like that and Gerry and them 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

they be - I know Gerry from when he was small and so he get 

he call me over there and I was talking to Gerry and stuff 

like that. and that's how we kind of like got to know each 

other right there. 

Q And where would Gerry and Curtis be talking where they 

would call you over? Where' was that located? . 

A It's right there on the beginning of Jones Street right 

at the top in front of the store. 

15 Q Now, did Curtis say anything to you about you letting 

16 Johnny Bradshaw live in the trailer with you? 

17 A Not right then, no, nO.t right then. He didn't actually 

18 say nothing, you know what I'm saying,it was more Gerry at 

19 that time, you know. 

20 Q All right, well, let me rephrase the question. At any 

21 time after you let Johnny Bradshaw stay in the trailer with. 

22 you up unti~ the time of the burning incident did Curtis 

23 Anderson ever say anything'to you? 

24 A Yes, sir. 

25 Q What kind of things did he say? 
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1 A He would say, "Yeah, I know Johnny Bradshaw sucking your 

2 dick," excuse my language, "I know you," can I - I can curse; 

3 right? 

4 Q Well, say what he said. 

5 A Well he was saying like, "Yeah, .1 know you're fucking 

6 him in his ass," and things like that and, "Yeah, because he's 

7 known to pay people for him to suck your dick, suck his dick," 

8 you know what. I'm saying, they were saying like he gave me 

9 $200 for I would let him suck my, my penis. 

10 Q Now, well, who would hang around often with Mr. 

11 Anderson, Curtis Anderson? 

12 A It would be him, Gerry Chandler and Greg Tisdale and 

13 some other friends of theirs. 

" 
14 Q And would Gerry Chandler say anything to you along those 

15 lines to you? 

16 A Yes, he would. 

17 Q What would he say? 

18 A He would call me dick sucker, "Yeah, Johnny Bradshaw is 

19 looking for you," from out the blue, I be minding my business 

20 and, "Yeah, you know you fucked that man in his ass," and 

21 things, things of that nature, you know. I'm not used to 

22 that. 

23 Q And would Greg Tisdale, did he say anything to you along 

24 those lines? 

25 A Yes, he's like the runt of the pack. He, he follows 
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1 everything they do, yes. 

2 Q H~d you said anything to those three guys about what they 

3 were saying to you - you said - did you told them you liked 

4 it, didn't like it, asked them to keep saying it or not say it 

6 or had you said things to them about it? 
" 

6 A Well, on a couple, couple, certain occasions, yes, I did 
, ' 

7 tell them. I asked them, I begged them. I came 'to them just 

8 like ,a man. I' rri. 40 years old. I said, '''Please leave me . 

9 alone." I said, "I'm not gay." ,I said, "I don't know why you 

10 all chose me to pick,on me." I don't - I couldn't even 

11 understand why they was saying things like that on me and I 

12 pleaded with them. They just laughed. They just 'laughed at 

13 me. I just I ain't know what to do. 

14 Q At some point in there in that same time period, did they 

15 invite you to come over to a barbeque or something in their 

16 yard? 

17 A Yes, that's - that was when I first - when I first came 

18 down here, you know, I was kind of hungry and stuff like that. 

19 Me, I'm thinking that Gerry was being a good friend since I'd 

20 known him when he was small. He's, he's, he's a little, 

21 little guy, you know. They invited me down to the picnic. I 

22 went down there. My clothes was kind of messed up because I 

23 didn't have no washing machine. I used to wash my clothes out 

24 in a bucket and stuff like my shoes and stuff. I'm trying to 

25 get - do the best I can. 
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They invite me down there. They fixed me a plate. Then 

all of a sudden, Gerry Chandler, he turns the attention on me 

and it's all, it's all - it wasn't Greg there. It was just 

him and Curtis there this time. Then he was like, "Boy, I 

know you hungry. Boy, you know, your stomach rumbles." He 

said, "Yep, I know your stomach don't even know what food is," 

and at that time everybody start laughing at me, you know, and 

it was just like my stomach was saying, "Oops, oh, what's 

that? What's coming down my throat?" You know. what I'm 

saying, "Oh, it's food." You know what I'm saying, boy, you 

know I be hungry man, you know. Back then I didn't have my 

food stamp card and stuff like that and, so, yes. 

Q At some point in the month of October.before this 

incident did any of these gentlemen show you anything in the 

trunk of their car out there at the parking lot of the store? 

A Yes; Gerry Chandler, on the night that was - I think it 

17- was the night before or I'm not, I'm not, I'm not sure. We 

18 got into it because when I walked up to the store, I just got 

19 off from work. I was washing cars all day long.' I go on. 

20 I'm coming up in the parking lot. They standing out there by 

21 his car. He's like, "Oh, there. go" - he said, ~There go 

22 Ronald Gooden." He said, "Yo, Johnny Bradshaw looking for 

23 you." I'm like I'm ignoring them. Then he was like, "Man, 

24 you need to go wash your clothes," and stuff like that, you 

25 know what I'm saying. He was talking about, "Johnny Bradshaw 
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1 was around here looking for you," you know what I mean and 

2 that's - he's implying gay things, you know and just ---

3 Q Did they show you anything in the trunk of their car? 

4 A. Yes, that'$ when- right then I was, I was heated, you 

5 know i and then word's got exchanged. Then Gerry went inside 

6 his trunk of the car and he pullout like. two long like 

7 swords, like ninja swords and put them to my neck. I wasn't· 

8 even expecting it. 

Did you all get in any kirid 6f a scuffl~? 

10· A Yes, we did. 

11 Q What? 

12 A After Gerry put the knives back, it was one of their 

13 friends, one of their cousins na~ed Lamb, but he's not here. 

14 He ~tole off on me~ He punched me, knocked me down, then 

15 Curtis~ he came ~nd kicked me ~n my ribs . 

16 Q . And who was present at that occasion? 

17 A It was Lamb, his cousin. It was Curtis and there was 

18 Greg. 

19. Q Greg or Gerry? 

20 A Gerry, excuse me., I'm nervous, Gerry. 

,21 Q Arid this happened where? 

22 A It was right there in front of the store. 

23 Q The store being the Shaw's Country Store? 

24 A Yes, sir. 

25 Q Is it country store or community store? 
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I exhibits in order. 

2 THE COURT: Any objection? 

3 MS. BAILEY: None from the State, Your Honor. 

4 THE COURT: All right, Defendant's Exhibit Number 

5 Five, Defense Exhibit Number Six admitted into evidence 

6 without objection. 

7 MR. GOUDE: Judge, it was Five, Six, Seven and Eight 

8 if it pleases the Court. 

9 THE COURT: Okay, all right, Defendant's Exhibits 

10 Five, Six, Seven and Eight admitted into evidence without 
j 

11 objection. 

12 (~hereupon, Defendant's Exhibit Five, Six, Seven and 

13 Eight admitted into evidence and appropriately marked.) 

14 BY MR. GOUDE: 

15 Q Now, Mr. Gooden, a few days or so before the burning 

16 incident, one night while you were sleeping in your trailer 

17 did you hear anything? 

18 A Yes, I was awoke by some gunshots. 

19 Q And where were the gunshots, where did the gunshots 

20 sound? 

21 A Right there in the back of my trailer:, I was sleeping 

22 right there by "the window and I heard the gunshots and I heard 

23 the bullets coming through, in through my trailer. 

24 Q And was this at nighttime or daytime? 

25 A It was, it was really, i't was late. r was already - I 
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1 was already asleep and it was probably like two, three 

2 o'clock, something in the morning. 

3 Q Now, when the daylight came did you go out and look at 

4 your trailer? 

5 A 

6 Q 

7 A 

8 Q 

9 A 

10 Q 

Yes, I did. 

And what did you see when you looked at your trailer? 

I seen bullet holes in my trailer. 

How many was there? 

I seen two. 

And did. y~u talk with Mr. Anderson - and this happened 

11 before the burning incident; correct? 

12 A Yes, this was before the burning incident. 

.13 Q Did you talk with Mr. Anderson about somebody having shot 

14 into your trailer? 

15 A Yes. 
,,,;,(,11'1"1'=<'·' 

16 Q What'did you tell him? 

17 A Well, on that evening when I went to the store,I got off 

18 of work, I went to the store. They started in on me again, 

19 the same thing. It was Greg and Curtis. They started in on 

20 me again with the gay things, saying you was - I don't want to 

21 curse, but, you know, he sucking your dick and it's the same 

22 thing everyday and I then confronted him. I told him, "Yeah, 

23 I know that was you that shot inside my trailer.H Then he was 

24 like, "It wasn't the first time that I try to kill somebody. H 

25 He said like - he didn't say killed. He said it was the first 
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1 time 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 A 

8 that 

9 Q 

10 

that I ---

MS. BAILEY: That's certainly hearsay. 

MR. GOUDE: We asked the'witness ---

THE COURT: Yeah.' 

MR. GOUDE: --- Mr. Anderson specifically 

THE COURT: Yeah, I'm going to allow it. Go ahead. 

He didn't say kill. He said it wasn't the first time 

I try to get somebody. 

Now, if you will step down here in front of the jury. 

COURT REPORTER: He heeds to face me,' please. 

4! 

11 THE COURT: Yeah, put him near a microphone and have 

. 12 him face. 

13 Q 

14 

15 Q 

Would you stand on this side for me, please? 

THE COURT: Yeah. 

And on this picture, . which is Defense Exhibit Five, and 

16 the top one which is the - has a an A on it, it shows a 

17 Ii ttle red car and a Ii ttle dirt street: What does that 

18 picture show? Speak up loudly so the court reporter can get 

19 you 

20 A Oh, that's the ---

21 Q and the jury can see you and hear you. 

22 A That's a picture of my traileiright here peeking through 

23 the bushes. 

24 Q And the part of your trailer·that you would see through 

25 this little street through these little bushes, is that- the 
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The day of the incident, the day of the burning, ~hich was .as 

we've seen with the calendar and let's refresh all ~ur minds, 

bQtober the 22~, 2010, was what .day of the wee~? 

A It was on a Friday. 

Q All right, ,that Friday, and the deputies have testified 

this happened around nine. or 9: 30 . that evening, . that Friday 

night.· When did you go tp·the store, Shaw's store, that day? 

When was the first time YOJ.lwentto the store·that day? 

A It was right after I got off from work. It was probably 

10 four or five; something li~e·that~ I'm not - it'~ Seen a year 

11 ago. 

12 Q Did you see any of the three men there, Mr. Anderson, Mr. 

13 Chandler? 

14 

15 

A 

Q 

Yes, sir, all three of them was in the store. 

And were they drinking. alcohol a~ that time or not 

·16 drinking alcohol at that. time? 

17· A They wasn't drinking no alcohol far as I - I wasn't 

·18 .trying to look for, that,_ but I didn't see no alcohol in their 

19 hand. 

20 Q 

21 A 

22 Q 

23 A 

Was there any troubl~ at.that time? 

Yes, when I went into the store, yes. 

And what happened? 

Well, when they started saying the names and like that, 

24 things got out of hand because right then, you. know, I had 

25 worked a whole, a whole day and it just - everything was just 
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1 boiling up to a head and they just, just so relentless on me. 

2 I didn't know what to do, so words got exchanged. 

3 Q What kind of words? 

4 A I said, "If you keep bothering me," I did, I'm not going 

5 to sit here and lie. I said, "You keep lying on me," I said, 

6 "I'm going to set your ass on fire." 

7 Q 

8 A 

9 Q 

And what did they say to you? 

They said, "Yeah, and we'll set your ass on fire." 

Now, and what else did you say to them? What else did 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

they say to you? 

A Well, they was like, "Yeah, we'll set your ass on fir~. 

We have guns," like that, you know, and they was just -

everything was just heated. Everything was just going out of 

control and then it was Gerry, I mean, Greg Tisdale, he jumped 

up and he was like~ "Yeah, well, I got ~ gun, you know what 

I'm saying?" Then I said, "Well, what you going to do?" 

Right then I was just - I was ready to die. They was ready to 

die, just I was tired of it and they just wouldn't leave me 

alone. So, he got up. He went out the door, you know. 

Q He who? Greg? 

A Greg, he went out the door. Okay, Curtis, he, he was 

playing a big part, too, because he already, you know what I'm 

saying, when he told me that okay, he said that it wasn't 

the first time that I killed - I mean, "It wasn't the first 

time that I tried to get somebody before." Right then that 
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1 let me know that, you know what I'm saying, he was the one 

2 that shot in my trailer, you know. I took it as that; and so, 

3 Greg, I mean Gerry, him and Greg, he got, up and he left and I 

4 went out behind him, you know, and ---

5 Q Well, let me ask you this, not to interrupt the flow, but 

6 you said Curtis had said he' had tried to kill somebody before. 

7 Did you know that Gerry Ch~ndler had also killed somebody 

8 before? 

9 A . Yes" I knew he had killed. somebody before, too, because 

10 he said, "I already have" - he said, "I have one under my 

11 belt, too," and that right there, I was - I already knew. I 

12 already knew what I was dealing with with them and I knew they 

13 already had killed a person a ,piece; and so, I was, man, I 

14 didn't - I just carne - I'm new'down there. I have no family. 

15 They jumped me before and they - it's always they in a group 

16 and I just was I was scared for my life. I was - I didn't 

17 know what to do. I was scared to even go home. I didn't 

18 Q Why didn't you just stand up to them one at the time and 

19 you all have like a little wrestling match? 

20 A No, it wouldn't have been like that because they jumped 

21 me before and they not going to take no - they, they not going 

22 to let a outsider beat one of their own, you know. I'm the 

23 only one there. I have no family here. It's just, it's just 

24 me. It's just me. 

25 Q So, Greg leaves the store. He says, "I'll get a gun," 
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1 A 

2 Q 

3 A 

Q 

Yeah, I cut in half so it could be --­

How did you cut it in half? 

I - it was a saw. I had a saw .. 

A hand saw? 

167 

4 

5 

6 

A Yes, and so, I cut it in half and then I picked it up, 

looking at it 

4~ 

7 Q And a bush axe, in case everybody has not worked cleaning 

8 hedgerows with a bush axe, what is a bush axe? 

9 A That's what you clean bushes with, got a big blade on it 

10 with a tall handle on it. ·Yeah, and so, I looked at it and I 

11 said, "Man, I can't do this." I said I couldn't do that. I'm 

12 not - I'm not a killer. I wasn't trying to kill nobody, I 

13 just - I try to picture myself doing it. I wanted to do it, 

14 but I just couldn't do it. That's not me. So, I left the 

15 . bush axe home and I walked back up to - back up the street, 

16 which I shouldn't have done 

17 Q Why did you gO back up the street?' Where were you 

18 headed? 

19 A Well, I was heading back to the store because at that 

20 time I left - I had left my cell phone in the back of the 

21 store. I left it back there charging. 

22 Q Why were you not charging your cell phone at your own 

23 home? 

24 A I have no electricity there. 

25 Q And is there a place in the Shaw's Country Store where 



50 

Ronald Gooden - Direct by Mr. Goude 168 

1 you can charge your cell phone? 

2 A Yes, it's right there in the back where they be playing 

3 pool and things· like that. 

4 Q 

5 A 

6 Q 

They got a pool table in there? 

Yeah, a couple of poker machines and stuff in there. 

And what type of electrical outlet is in the store where 

7 you were charging your cell phone? 

8 A Just a regular outlet. 

9 Q 

10 A 

11 Q 

Had you seen other people doing the same thing? 

Oh, yes, many times: 

Okay, you're going back up to the store to get your cell 

12 phone? 

13 A Right, and so, on the way back, I noticed that they was 

14 just pulling back up. So, obviously they went somewhere, you 

15 

16 

know-what I mean, and I stayed and I watched. I said, "Man, 

I don't know if I should go back over there right now," but 

17 because my cell phone over there and I was cocky and I said, 

18 "Bump it., I'm just going to go over there. I'm going to get 

19 my cell phone." So, I walked over there. When I walked in 

20 the back, I got my cell phone,1 and then at that time - let me 

21 back up, before I went into the store I noticed there was some 

22 gas. There was a gas - there was a lawnmower on the side of 

23 the store that had a jug on it, you know. Right then I said, 

24 "Okay, if anything go down, yoq know what I'm saying, I might 

25 could use that or maybe scare them or whatever that -whatever 
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'1 mi~ht happen." So, I seen that on the side, but I wasn't like 
" ~~, r 

2 intentionally was going to ,use it. 

3 Q Where was it located? 

4 A It was like in the front but more on the side in the 

5 corner. 

6 Q If you're going in the front of the store and you're in 

7 the parking lot would the lawnmower have been off to the right-

8 side of the store or the left side? 

9 A It was like in front ,of the liquor store, the part, but 

10 it was like on the side. You couldn't like re~lly see it. 

11 Q On the side of the liquor store? ' 

12 A- Yes. 

13 Q That was the, that was the picture that showed the end of 

14 the store with the red dot that Mr. Shaw said was the liquor 

15 store that's in Exhibit 3-B and C? 

16 A Right. 

17 Q The lawnmower would have been at the end of the building? 

18 A Not right there, but in front of it. 

19 Q In front of the little liquor 

20 A But yeah 

21 Q store would have been in the middle? 

22 A And it's in" yeah, and it's another wall in front of that 

23 where you cotildn't see it from the front. 

24 Q Okay, you see, you see the little lawnmower and you say 

25 there was a jug of gas on it? 
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1 A 'Yes, it wasn't - I don't know what it was. I don't know, 

2 I don't know what it was. It just happened so quick. I just' 

3 know it was, it was like a container or something . 

4 Q . You remember if it was a riding lawnmower or a push 

5 L:lwnmower? 

It was a push lawnmower. 

7 Q A push lawnmower? 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q Okay, and so, you see that and what happens? You go in 

10 ,the store? 

11 A' I go into the store. I get my cell phone and something 

12 just told me - I just - t looked 6ver because in the store-

13 it's a back and then, and then you can see the front of the 

14 s~ore and you cari see the people standing up right th~re 

15 drinking at the bar and then when I looked at Curtis, he made 

16 a motion to me like, like this. 

17 Q Like what.? 

18 A Like,- li'ke that's - he going to kill me. He going to 

19 shoot me. 

20 Q With his hand ---

21 A With his hand. 

22 Q --- with his thumb up and his fingers pointed ---

23 A Like this. 

24 Q --- like a pistol? 

25 A Like this, yes. 
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Q Like 'he's moving his thumb to cock the hammer of the 

pistol? 

A Yes, sir, like this. 

Q So, I'm trying to talk out loud so the court reporter 

will have a record of what kind of symbol you're making with 

your hand. 

A Okay. 

Q Okay, all right, so Mr. Anderson does that and what 

9 happens then? 

10 A Then, I'm sorry that everything went down like that. I 

11 apologize to you, Curtis, man. It hurts me. I didn't even 

12 know I was going to mess you up like that arid I hope God 

13 forgive me. I went outside. I got the, I got the gas and I 

14 threw it and somebody said, "Hey." I wasn't, I wasn't even 

15 going to throw it in his face, but he turnt around so quick 

16 and it just was in one motion and I did it. Man, I seen you, 

17 I seen the pictures on the camera yesterday. Man, I swear to 

18 God, man, I - much as, much as man, I was - you all aggravate 

19 me and 'things, but I,didn't, I didn't mean for that to happen 

20 like that, man, and I hope that you can forgive me, man. I 

21 wasn't trying to kill you. I just wanted you all to feel my 

22 pain, man. I just wanted you to feel some of the pain that 

23 you was giving me, man, you and Greg and them, man. I made a 

24 

25 

- I might have overreacted, bro. I'm sorry. I'm sorry. 

Q And so, how did the - who was in the store, Mr. Gooden, 

5~ 



54 

1 

2 

3 

4 

-5 

6 

I- 7 

.8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

~4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ronald Gooden - Direct by Mr. Goude 172 

when you - you walked outside and got .the gas and came back 

in? 

A Yes. 

Q W~o was in the store that-you remember seeing? 

A- When,I walked into the stOre, .it wasi.it was Al Giles, it 

was - Ctirtis was in there. Greg .was in there and it was a 

girl, Angie, she was in there. 

Q Greg was in there? 

A No, not, not Greg was in there, Gerry. I keep getting 

their names mixed up.' It was Ge~ry in the store. 

Q. And you said Sheila or Jackie Shaw, the owners of the 

store? 

A Jackie was there. I didn't even see Sheila becau~e I was 

t~ey had me so upset when I was inside the stor~. She was 

in therci and I, I felt somebodytou6h ~e~ but t~en when Gerry 
.' v::~?i,:, 

left, I was ~ after him,; didn't even know she was in the 

building. She said she -tried to. stop me. I didn't even see 

her, man, it just --- .. 

Q How did you light up the gasoline? 

A I had a lighter. I had a lighter. 

Q And what did you do? Throw the lighter on Mr. Anderson 

or hold it in your hand .and light it or how did you? 

A No, it - really, I threw the gas. It was one motion. I 

didn't even - I wasn't even close to him like that, but when I 

hit him with the gas, the gas came on me; too, because I also 
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1 got burned. When I did that, I caught on fire and he caught 

2 on fire from the fumes, you know. It was as if the fumes got 

3 - the fumes caught. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Q Did you keep the lighter in your hand or did you throw it 

or do you remember? 

A Everything was in such chaos, I don't even know what 

happened. I know that I ran. I ran behind the daycare . 

center. I was back. there in the woods. 

Q Where is the daycare center? 

A It's on Martin Luther King Street. 

Q In other words, when you came out of the store, which 

direction did you take? 

A I took a left and I ran and I ran behind some bushes and 

I went behind the buildin~. I laid there in the woods and I 

thought about what I did, thought about what I had just 40ne. 

I heard the police and all of that and I just was in the 

woods, man, just - I was like, "I don't know where I'm going 

to run, why am I running. I have nowhere to run." I figure. I 

was in the right. I got up. I said, "Well, I'm going to turn 

myself in, there's no need to run." I got up and I walked 

21 down the street and I seen the crowd. I didn't want to go. I 

22 didn't want to. I was afraid and I walked anyway and they - I 

23 said, "It's me. I did it. It's me," and then that's when 

24 chaos - the crowds jumped on me and the police tried to 

25 contain us and stuff like that. 
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1 Q When you threw the gas on Mr. Anderson, what were you 

2 intending to do to him? 

3 A I was intending him - it wasn't - I wasn't really 

4 intending to do it like, "This is what I'm going to do," and 

5 throw it on him, I just wanted him-just to - just - I just 

6 wanted him just to leave me alone, just - I wasn't trying to 

7 kill him. I wasn't trying to kill him. I just wanted him to 

8 feel my pain, "Just, just, ,just leave me alone, please. Why 

9 is you aggravating me? Just-leave me alone," that's all I 

10 been asking you all to do, just please leave me alone. That's 

11 it. 

12 Q I think in the police video in the car you had said that 

13 earlier that day you had seen the guys at the store and they 

14 were not drinking at that time and they had not said anything 

15 to you. Had you been over to the store earlier that day when 

16 the three guys were not drinking? 

17 A I was - when I got off of work, yeah, I came to the store 

18 and they was there. Th~y was sitting there. I don't know if 

19 they wasn't drinking. I don't know if they wa~ drinking or 

20 not because when I went in the store they started in on me. 

21 Q All right, well, when you had gotten off work that was 

22 about what time? 

23 A It was probably like five o'clock, something like that. 

24 Q Okay, and this incident happened like 9 or 9:30, the 

25 police dispatch and the police report said when he was burned. 
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So, at five o'clock, had you gone home or somewhere and then 

came back over later when you all had the trouble because 

there's a long time between five and nine o'clock. 

A Yeah, I know that, 'but 1 couldn't even tell you where 

time - where the time went. I was, I was over at the trailer 

park. When I went to the store, it was just - we got into it 

and Greg did that and 1 went. I don't know where the time 

went. I don't know. '1 was in the back of the store for, 

awhile, for 'a little bit. 

Q What did you think that these three guys were going to do 

to you this evening that provoked you to throw the gas? 

A I thought they was going to hurt me .. Honestly, I knew 

they killed people. I thought you don't play with killers. I 

thought they was going to kill me because 1 stayed back there 

iri that little spot back there and my house i~ surrounded by 

trees. They already had shot in my trailer. :t thought I was 

in grave danger and 1 wish 1 could avoid them. 1 couldn't 

avoid them because ~very day I come up the block. I go to 

19 work in the morning,wherever they might be out there. When I 

20 get off, 1 have to come back the same way. 1 couldn't avoid 

21 them. I, eat right there and 'for me to avoid them I have to 

22 walk like a mile or so out out my way and go to another store, 

23 you know. I just prayed on it, just prayed that they leave me 

24 alone and I leave it up to God, jou know. 

25 Q You say in the police video that you had called your 

5 
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1 trailer.; 

2 Q In the end, on October 22nd of 2010, after you said that 

3 you would light them on fire and they supposedly, said they 

4 would light. you on fire back, Curtis Anderson is the only one 

5 that got lit on fire . , . Is that correct? 

6 A True . 
... 

7 Q You've. been convJcted of larceny of a firearm in North 

8.' Carolina in 2007. is that right? 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

.23 

24 

25 

A Yes, . that's correct. 
'.' 

Q That means that 'you stole a gun.; Isn't that right?, 

A Yes. 

Q And in 1992 you wer.e convicted of a strong arm robbery. 

Is that right? 

A I pleaded to it" yes., 

Q And that means you took some~hing by force that didn't 

belong to you. ,Is that righ~? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, you've testified that supposedly·Curtis, Greg and 

Gerry were picking ,on you ~hat night, October 22nd,and calling 

you a faggot, but isn't i~ true that it was you that made the. 

first physical threat of,~I'm going- if you all don't stop, 

I'm going to co~e bac~ and light you on fire?" 

A The first physical threat? 

Q Is that a physical threat? If you don't stop, I'll come 

back and light you on fire? 
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1 Now, just like their opening statements these closing 

2 arguments are not evidence in this case. It is simply the 

3 attorney's contention as to what the facts in this case are 

4 and what the law in this case is. If at any time an attorney 

5 makes reference to a fact that is different from the facts as 

6 you find them to be or makes mention of a law that is 

7 different from the law as I charge you at the close of their 

8 arguments, then you're to disregard their statements because 

9 it is simply the attorney's opinion or conten-tion as to what 

10 the facts and law are in this case. 

11 All right, Ms. Bailey, does the State wish to waive 

12 opening or open first? 

13 MS. BAILEY: The State wishes to close last. 

14 

15 

THE COURT: 

arguments. 

MR. GOUDE: 

Okay, all right, Mr. Goude, closing 

The Judge will tell you all in a few 

17 minutes what the law are, are, laws are and the Judge will 

18 give you a set of jury instructions to take back with you into 

19 the jury room to repeat what the laws are and how to vote 

20 procedurally-wise in the case. 

21 Some of the things we know are undisputed and plain and 

22 clear. We know that the Prosecution witness, Mr. Anderson, 

23 was burned and is burned and still has burns on him. We know 

24 that Ronald Gooden threw the gasoline on him and threw the Bic 

25 cigarette lighter on Mr. Anderson and lit him. We know all 

5! 
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this happened at Shaw's Country Store. So, the question is is 

Mr. Gooden guilty or not guilty of a crime in doing that? Did 

he have a legal right to do it? If he did have a legal right 

to do it, which is self defense, the Judge will tell you that 

your job is to vote not· guilty of any charge. If Mr. Gooden 

dld not have the right to act in self defense, the Judge will 

tell you that there are five charges that you can choose from 

in deciding to. assign or assess Mr. Gooden an amount of guilt. 

The Judge is going to tell you ~hat that's either the most 

serious is on top, the least s.erious is on the botto'm, the 

least serious on. the bottom, which is not guilty, most serious 

on· top, which is the charge attempted murder. Under that, 

it's sort of like Tupperware bowls, you got the bigger bowl on 

top of the smaller bowls, the worst, most serious on top 

attempted murder, under that assault and battery of a high and 

aggravated nature, under that ass~ult and battery in the first 

degree, under that assault and battery in the second degree, 

under that assault and battery in, the third degree. The Judge 

is going to read you the law on each of these charges to tell 

you the difference in them so you'll know what to do. 

The actual charge, the actual indictment is Ronald Edward 

Gooden did in Georgetown County about October the 22nd
, 2010, 

with intent to kill Curtis Anderson, attempted to kill Curtis 

Anderson, the victim, with malice aforethought either express 

or implied malice aforethought, to wit, that is that the 
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1 Defendant, Ronald Gooden, squirted gasoline on the victim, 

2 Curtii Anderson, "and set Curtis Anderson afire in violation of 

3 the law that the Judge is going to read you, in violation of 

4 the statute. 

5 What we ask you in the overall picture of the case, to 

6 begin with on the attempted murder charge what we ask you to 

7 listen to the Judge say is the Judge will say on the attempted 

8 murder charge, and I've got the same instructions you're going 

9 to have, so I'm going to read them right to you. On the 

10 attempted murder charge the Judge will say, read to you the 

11 law which is that Mr. Gooden with intent to kill attempted to 

12 kill Mr. Anderson. This is the first charge, attempted 

13 murder. The Judge will say with intent to kill, that he 

14 intended to kill him, and then you go on into the other stuff 

15 about malice and all that, but the simple, easy thing for us 

16 to understand is in this charge it is that Mr." Gooden with 

17 intent to kill threw the gas on him. 

18 Well, the Judge is going to tell you that intent - when 

19 Matt Dillon on Gunsmoke every night on Encore at 7 p.m., when 

20 he walks out into the street and the other guy walks out and 

21 they draw the guns, Matt Dillon and the other guy that's 

22 drawing against him do not say at the beginni"ng of Gunsmoke, 

23 "1 am intending to kill you, Marshall Dillon," and Matt Dillon 

24 does not say, "Well, if you draw on me, I am intending to kill 

25 you." They don't say that because the Judge is going to read 
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1 you that intent cannot always be proven by a mathematical 

2 certainty. Medical science cannot dissect a person's brain 

3 and determine what the person had in mind. So, the law says 

4 criminal intent may be inferred from the circumstances. So, 
". ' .. '.:~' . . " '. . , .~~. ~." '. ,," .. . -,\,' ,",' 

5 if Matt Dillon and the guy are out there drawing on each 

6 other, even though they don't say I am intending to kill you 

7 by drawing and shooting you, you can infer that by them 

8 drawing the pistols and shooting each other that they're 

9 intending to kill each other. So, that's what they mean that 

10 they don't alway~ have to say it. 

11 So, in Ronald Gooden's case, the Judge is going to tell 

12 you you have to decide has the .Prosecution proven beyond a 

13 reasonable doubt, any reasonable doubt, all reasonable doubt, 

14 one reasonable doubt, two reasonable doubts, 18 million 

15 reasonable doubts, it gets kind of complicated there, but the 

16 Judge is going to say the common sense thing is has the 

17 Prosecution proven to you beyond any reasonable doubt that 

18 Ronald Gooden intended to kill the man when Ronald Gooden in 

19 the middle of the store, with half a dozen witnesses there, 

20 Jackie Shaw, Sheila Shaw, Mr. Scott, Gerry Chandler and Mr. 

21 Anderson and Mr. Giles who testified, all here in this - all 

22 here in the store, did he intend to go in the store, throw the 

23 gas on him, kill the man so he could get life in prison or the 

24 electric chair, and you say, "Well, how in the world are we 

25 going to figure out what Ronald Gooden thought or wondered and 
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1 stuff because the Judge is going tell us about we've got to 

2 figure out what his intent was and all this stuff." Well, we 

3 have the police video made on the scene that night in the 

4 dark, 9:30 p.m. the policeman said, Friday night, October the 

5 22nd
, 2010, a year ago at the scene by Ronald Gooden. He told 

6 you what he intended to do. He didn't have a lawyer there. I 

7 was not there in the chair on the poli6e car with Ronald 

8 Gooden saying, "Ronald, now, I want you to make up a little 

9 story to tell the policemen here on the video so that it'll 

10 sound nice a year from now when we go to court." I was not 

11 there. I was not in the poli~e car. There was no lawyer in 

12 the police car. Nobody was there telling Ronald Gooden what 

13 to say. Remember the policeman said Ronald Gooden came up to 

14 the crowd, held his hands up and said, "I· did it. I threw the 

15 gas," and then the crowd - friends of - just like Ronald 

16 Gooden had been saying, "All of the people there were either 

17 friends of Mr. Anderson and Gerry Chandler and Greg Tisdale. 

18 I was new. I had just moved back in here after being gone 20 

19 years, been here eight or ten months. I didn't have a gang 

20 with me." A gang does not - does not mean Jessie James' 

21 outlaw gang, the Crypts out of Los Angeles, California, or the 

22 Bloods. It just means two or more friends that hang together 

23 that will help each other out. If one of them gets ina 

24 fight, they will help their friend. They will not help the 

25 stranger or they will not sit there and watch the stranger 
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1 beat up their friend, if two or three or four or a dozen 

2 friends will get together and beat up the one little stranger, 

3 skinny Ronald Gooden: He's fat as a hog now. Like he said, 

4 he's been in jail for a year eating that food for three times 

5 a day whereas then he had no money, no lights, no utilities, 

6 no water, no ~ewer in the trailer, broke, eating the little 

7 stuff he ~ould afford to buy after washing c~rs from Shaw's 

8 Country Store. The beer, the hotdog, the Coca-Cola, that was 

9 his meals then, that's why they all called ,him Slim as they 

10 'said: 

11 'So, little Ronald Gooden with no lawyer, no advisor goes 

12 up to the police right at the scene, sits in the police car 

13 and he tells you his intent. You didn't have to dissect his 

14 brain. He told us his intent on the video. "Wh~t was my 

15 intent? What was my intent on the attempt to murder charge, 

'16 what was my intent on the intent to kill the man charge? My 

17 intent, Officer, was I did not want to kill them." Them, and 

18 notice he said them. This is no lawyer, F. Lee Bailey if he's 

19 still alive, Johnny Cochran, I know that got off O.J. Simpson 

20 is dead. So, he cannot help Ronald Gooden. Swerling and 

21 Harpootlian or McMaster or Lionel Lofton from Charleston and 

22 Columbia, they were not there in the police car to advise, 

23 these are famous lawyers, to advise Ronald-Gooden on what to 

24 say to help his case. He's sitting right there telling the 

25 policemen what he wanted to do. "I had to do something 
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instead of killing them. I did what I wanted to do. r did 

not want to kill them." 

Well, he has answered the question for you on your voting 

on the attempted murder charge which is not guilty on the 

attempted murder because he didn't want to kill him. Did he 

think about it? Yeah, he thought about killing them. Why 

would he think'about killing them~ Well,Gerry Chandler, 

who's already killed on~ person,{~~~~~,~;~~s.:tand said,' "I ha,ve 
- '- t 

already killed one person. ,r have already been convicted of 

involuntary manslaughter." He said, "All this was just a 

joke, see. All of us, me, Curtis, Greg and our friends when 

we wou~d cuss' out;~~nsult and humiliate Ronald, that was 

friendly, th~t's the way we do our friends. We really like 

Ronald, that's why we cussed him out, insulted him, calling 

him a queer," and starving to death, no money, doesn't even 

16 ,have lights in his trailer, no water, can't take a bath except 

17 from his neighbor's water hose and' a bucket like he said, no 

18 refrigerator to kee~ anything cold, bheese, bologna, the 

19 cheapest food you can find, he can't· keep it in the house 

'20 without it rotting in a day or two because he's got no 

21 utilities, can't use the toilet in your bath, in your trailer, 

22 can't pee, can't do-d6, can't take a shower, washing cars to 

23 stay alive to get enough money a day so he can stop at Shaw's 

24 Store and buy a beer or a Coca-Cola or a milk or an orange 

25 juice and a hotdog on that little machine where it rolls 
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around all day long. Maybe that hotdog 'wiener has been there 

two or three days, hard as that microphone stand on you all's 

jury panel bench so he'd have something to eat. Then he walks 

the other half a mile home to go stay in his trailer when it~s 
':,' ," 

a hundred degrees'last summer, the summer of 2010, with no AC 

in a trailer, ,you know how hot that gets. It's like being in 

a trailer withnp AC is ,what it's like being in or the winter 

before that in the end of 2009 when it gets 14 degrees in 

December ,and he's got no heat pump, he's staying in the 

trailer trYiIJ.g to, mind his ,own busin,ess like a little dog, 

like a little puppy, goes out to the community store like a 

little dog.' 'You know how when you go home in the evening"and'" 

your dog come~'up to you wants.you,to just pet him just a 

little bit on the head, little ,tongue hanging out, he just 

wants a little bit of love and ~ffection, 'just a tiny bit. 

You don't have. to 'take the dog in the housei sit hi~ up on top 

of your kitchen table, put you a big min,k coat on him. All 

you've got to do is pet the little dog a tiQy_little bit, say, 

"Good Mac, good Boone,u then the lit~le dog will like you and 

h~'ll stay out there all night in the cold under the carport. 

So, little Rortald Gooden, he comes out to the little 

store, walks from working washing cars, making no money, got 

the great thrill and pleasure of walking to his little 

trailer, if it's hot or if it's cold, to sleep there tonight 

by himself, got no family, no girlfriend, ho wife, no children 
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living with him, nobody, just him, poor, back down here 

recently. So, he goes out to the little store to get 

something to eat after he's worked a day's honest work, made 

his little bit of money. What do you make washing cars, $30 a 

day, 40, 50? Get him something to eat to go home. A little 

bit of kindness would go a ~ong way. 

How about, "How you going - how you doing, Ronald? 

What's going on? How are the Gamecocks doing? You like 

Clemson? How about those Carolina Panthe~s,~ or any little 

'kindness would go a' long way. Remember Mr. Anderson said on 

the stand, "If I had never said a word to Ronald Gooden I 

would not be here burned," but instead of a tiny little bit of 

kindness to the little dog that's coming up to you, got no 

friends, nobody, just him living" in a'little trailer that his 

daddy owns, what does the great bold and brave, wonderful" 
'~':'.....'f:~~-...;. 

members of the community do to the little stray dog coming up 

to them, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Chandler, Mr. Tisdale and their 

friends, the brave men that they are, the ones that have 

already killed two people, they say, "Hey, Ronald, you sucked 

any dicks lately? Has you let Mr. Bradshaw stick his pee-wee 

in your butt or in your mouth lately? Have you licked his 

pee-wee lately? Now, we know you got a little teenage bey 

around here. Maybe he'll be proud to know that his daddy 

licks pee-wees of other men.Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, what, that 

is so funny, Ronald. Why don't you get the joke? I can't 
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1 understand why you don't get the punch line, my God. What is 

2 wrong with your sense of humor, you old queer you. You gay 

3 faggot, what's wrong with you? You just take it the wrong 

4 way, ha. All we're doing is trying to be friendly. We like 

5 you. My God, this is our way of showing you how 'much we love 

6 you and care about you. Now, if you don't like that what you 

7 going to do about it, you skinny little thing? Huh? If 

8 you're so brave, come over here to us and just say one word to 

9 us. We'll stomp your ass, yes, sir. Yo, get your little tail 

10 on home. Go home. Run home, dog." So, he goes home and 

11 every night goes home and that's not. enough. That's not 

.,< ' ..... ··"12·;;' enough. That's not enough. 

13 So, a few ~ightsbefore this shooting happens down at the. 

14 end of Jones Street a half a mile from the little store, off 

15 the little dirt road, it's off of Jones Street where Ronald 

16 lives, a little dirt road with his little trailer, you can see 

17 through the bushes, off the little dirt road where you can see 

18 his little trailer off the bushes where you see this car 

19 parked on the little dirt street, the l~ttle dirt road in 

20 front of his house which goes straight to the back side of his 

21 little trailer, straight to the back side of his little 

22 trail~r where the double window is, which he said was the 

23 living room that he slept on because he didn't have a 

24 refrigerator or stove in there, that he slept on the floor on 

25 the bed, right through those bushes and right in the tree, 
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1 right up to the double window, right up to the double window 

2 on his trailer as you get close'to it you see the two little 

,3 holes, one to the left side of the window, one to the bottom 

4 left, and then as you get closer with your photograph you see 

5 the'little hole that Ronald says the bullet holes came into 

6 his trailer a few days or nights in ~he dark in the nighttime 

7 before' this. 

8 Well, the ~rosecutorsaid, "Why didn't you call the 

9 police? Why didn't you call the police?" ,Well, why didn't he 

10 call the police?' He could have called the police. It would 

11 not have hurt a bit in the world to call the police.· Of 

12 course if he had called, the police there was no eyewitnesses 

13' who did it. You can't convict anybody right.then. Of course, 

14 'you could have made a report, that's very true. Yes, he could 

15 have done that. That's exactly true. 

16 So, then what does Ronald say about that? He says" 

17 "Well, I go up to Mr. Anderson and I tell him that and he says 

18 well, 'I've already killed one, I've already learned how to 

19 kill one,'" and so Ronald believes and understands that Mr. 

20 Anderson had shot the two holes in his trailer. Is that all? 

21 Seemed like a night or two before this he says he's at the 

22 country store and Gerry Chandler, the one that's already 

23 killed one, Curtis Anderson, the one that's already killed 

24' one, and their good friend Lamb they call him, Jesus' little 

25 lamb; their cousin or friend' is standing there with them and 
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they open the trunk of Gerry's car and show him some long 

knives in it, hold it to his throat. Lamb sucker punches 

228 

Ronald, knocks him down arid Mr. Anderson,in the height of 

glory, goes over th~re and (knocks on .jury box three times), 

kicks him while he's down on. the dirt, the three of them, the 

three brave ones,. Lamb, Gerry 'Chandler, that's murdered one 

already or killed one already, and Mr. Gaithers that's killed 

one already .. , Sci, they beat him up. Why didri't h~ go to the 

police on that? Well, he could have. He could have went to 

the police on:that. He could have said, "They attacked me." 

I guess.the~ could have said, "Yes, we attacked him," or I 

guess they could have saia; "Attacked him? Is he cr~zy? We 

hadn~t done a thing, ~e - all three of us." "Did you do 
.. 

14 ~nything'Gerry?" "No, I didn't.~· "Di~.y6u do anything, 

15, Lamb?/~"No, Ididn't." "Di<:i you anything, .Curtis?" "No,. I 

16 didn't." "He.~ s lying., ,There's three of us, saying we. did 

17 nothing.' We did not a thing to him." 

18.. So, and ~his is o~er in the Martin Luther. King-D~ivearea 

19 of Andrews. Mr., Gooden says, "Well, why did I keep going to 

20 this little store?" "Well, I went to this little store 

21 because where ~ work and I walk, I got no vehicle. We got no 

22 public transportation. I. walk by the little store on the way 

23 to my little trailer to get something to eat at night when I'm 

24, coming home so I won't starve to death because I got nothing 

25 in the house. I can't keep anything in there because I got no 
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1 stove or electricity to cook it, no refrigerator to keep it 

2 cool with little electricity." Got even nO lights unless he 

3 lights up a candle or something to see how he eats when he 

4 gets home. So, maybe he just eats it in the store, but 

5 anyway, he comes by the store. Here is the three guys again. 

6 "We hear Johnny Bradshaw's looking for you." 

7 Now, sometimes, you know, when you get home from work -

8 you worked all day. You come in the house, you just want to 

9 relax. You just are tired. You've had a.lot of things. 

10 You've washed your car for two hours and you take it to the 

11 owner and the owner says, "There is a spot of dirt under the 

12 center of the· car. I want you to crawl under there and clean 

13 it. " Then you got to do that to keep business. You come -

14 you getting ready to go home. You want to stop and get you a 

15 bite, whether it's a couple of beers, a couple of hotdogs, 

16 whatever, to eat them and you get in there. You're trying to 

17 have a little bit of peace. "Can I have a couple of hotdogs 

18 and a couple of beers?" "Hey, man, hear Johnny Bradshaw's 

19 looking for you." Here is the two guys that there's no 

20 testimony about work from Mr. Anderson and Mr. Greg Tisdale. 

21 They sitting over there. Ronald says they pick on people all 

22 day long and they said, "Oh, we do that but that's because we 

23 like people. That's how -, in Andrews, that's how we show you 

24 we like you. We cuss you out, say that you gay, a faggot, 

25 suck people's pee-wees. Oh, that means we friends of yours. 

T 
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1 Yes, sir. So, we over there telling everybody how much we 

2 like them and how much friends we are." 

3 So, Ronald comes in. He's had a hard day. "Give me a 

4 hotdog or a beer, let me eat it in here in peace. Let me go 

5 back there and charge my cell phone in the back." "Hear old 

6 Johnny Bradshaw's looking for you." "Now, I have asked you 

7 all, enough is enough. Enough is enough. I am chicken. 

8 There~s three of you all and one of me. I'm skinny. I'm 

9 taller than you all, but I'm skinny. You, Mr. Chandler, you 

10 weighed 186 pounds. I weighed 160 and I'm six feet. You 5-4 

11 and weigh 186. You like Lattimore for the Gamecocks, stocky 

12 and strong," even though I think Lattimore is 6-2 and 230 or 

13 something. 

14 "I've had enough. I have begged you. I have pleaded 

15 you. I have asked you all to stop and leave me alone~ I know 

16 the Shawsare not doing anything about it because they own the 

17 store. They want you all to come here. They're fine pe~ple. 

18 They want to sell you all the beer. They want you - sell you 

19 the Coco-Colas. They want you to play pool. They want to 

20 sell you mixed candies, peanuts, Nabs, Cheetos, Cheez-Its, so 

21 they're not going to make you leave, but that's enough. I 

22 don't want to hear anymore. If you want to insult and be 

23 friendly with them, go cuss out or cuss or insult somebody 

24 else, not me. I don't want to hear it anymore, please. Thank 

25 you, and if you do it, I'm going to set your ass on fire." 
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Now, a word to the wise is sufficient. "Well, if you set 

our ass on fire or try to, we'll set your ass on fire. 

There's three of us and we got guns." "Well, I'll go home and 

I'll come back and I'll set your ass on fire." "Well, I'll 

just go get my gun." So, Ronald says Greg Tisdale walks out 

of the store, walks across to the mobile home park, straight 

across the highway that you all see, straight across the 

highway, the mobiles home's over there, straight across from 

Martin Luther King Street Drive, that's where Greg Tisdale 

walks, Ronald says to get his gun. That's what Greg said, 

"I'm going to get my gun." 

So, Ronald says, "I come out of the store and I could 

walk down Jones Street which is straight across the road from 

the store to go to my house about a half a mile away, but I 

cut through the mobile home park because it's a little closer 

and when I do Greg is there at his trailer and he shows me his 

pistol. So, I go on to the trailer. I've had, I've had all 

I'm going to take. I'm going to take' my""bu'§h . axe, five or so 

foot long tool with a big blade on it, and I'm going to saw it 

in half and I'm going to go," as he said on the police report, 

the video, "I had a bush axe. I was going to chop their necks 

off," but like he said here today when he got there and he's 

chopped it and he's cut his bush axe in half with his handsaw, 

thought to himself, "What am I doing? I don't want to kill 

those people. I don't want to go to prison for life. I don't 



74 

Closing, Argument by Defense 232 

1 want to do that. I am stupid for doing this. I have removed 

2 that intent from my head. I'm just going back to the store to 

3 get my cell phone in the back of the store by the pool table 

4 where it's charging," and what did Jackie Shaw say when he was 

5 on the stand? He said, "When Ronald Gooden came back into th~ 

6, store, he went into the back where the pool table is," and I 

7 asked him, "Does people charge their cell phones in there 

8 sometimes?" He said, "Yeah, they do it." He said, "They try 

9 not to let me see it because they're using my electricity, 

10 but they do it," and Ronald's got no ~lectricity to charge his 

11 cell phone. So, he - Jackie Shaw says Ronald comes in the 

12 store, goes in the back of the store, exactly what Ronald said 

13 he did. He didn't waLk right in the store with the intent, 

14 "Oh, I've got my gas from the lawnmower, I'm going to go back 

15 to the store, throw it on Curtis Anderson, and burn him." 

16 Jackie saw him. He said he came in and went to the back 

17 of the store where the pool table is and the electrical' 

18 outlets are where people charge their phones and he came back 

19 , up. Ronald said he came back up and remember how Ronald did 

I 20 his hand. Ronald did his hand like you got a gun, a pistol in 

21 your hand, where I'm pointing my finger and I got my thumb on 
, 

22 my right hand held up like I'm cocking the pistol, that Curtis 

23 just pointed at him like that. In Ronald's mind and in 

24 Ronald's intent the guys are never trying to go in a different 

25 direction of peace and leaving each other alone and not 



7! 

Closing Argument by Defense 233 

1 bothering him and not bothering anybody and just minding the 

2 hell (:mt of your own business and keeping your m'outh shut. If 

3 you can't say something good about somebody, just keep your 

4 mouth shut. Mr. Anderson said, "If I had never said one word 

5 to Ronald Gooden I would not be·burned." Ronald Gooden would 

6 not be sitting over there in this table facing the prison for 

7 these charges or a charge of the charges but it is more fun to 

8 pick on people for some people. Frank Sinatra said some 

9 people get their kicks stomping on a dream. I guess some 

10 people get their kicks picking on people, being bullies, just 

11 will not leave p~ople alone and that is old as time. Remember 

12 the old Little Rascals from the thirties, they always had the 

13 one, Butch, Butch and his little buddy that was always picking 

14 on the little ones, beating them up, ha, ha, ha. Remember the 

. 15 little Christmas Story that comes on every Christmas the 

16 little boy that wants the BB gun and they have to go to school 

17 and come home and the big, the big dumb one with the Davy 

18 Crockett coonskin hat on and his little toad, that's what they 

19 call him on the Christmas, his little toad that was always 

20 picking on us and beating us up all the time, picking. 

21 Well, anyway, Ronald goes in, gets his ceil phone because 

22 he doesn't have much. < He's got no money for electricity. So, 

23 to him a little pay phone or TracFone or cell phone is more 

24 valuable than to us that live in nice houses and have cars and 

25 SUVs and all this stuff. It might be one of the only thing he 
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had. He said he had no stove, no refrigerator, no furniture, 

no nothing in his house and a few little clothes to wear. He 

said, "The people always maki~g fun because I got no clothes, 

I don't have any food to eat. They invite me to their house 

to a little barbecue in their yard just so they can make fun 

of me .there like, 'Hey, you never had anything to eat before? 

What's wrong with your stomach? Boy, you sure you like,'H, 

can't even be generous and hospitable to him when they invite 

him to their little outside cookout. 

So, he goes in and gets his own little possession, his 

little cell phone and there's Mr. Anderson. Now, nobody else 

saw, they saw it, but nobody else said that he did not do 

that, that Curtis Anderson did not do the hand and you don't 

have to make a lot of noise to say something like this, and if 

you've got other people standing there talking to each other, 

there's no reason for them to see anyway. So, Ronald out of 

having been beat down to nothing physically and emotionally 

and mentally and in fear,"I've already.got bullet holes in my 

trailer. I already been beat up the other night by three of 

them. They've already put the knife to my throat. Greg's 

already said he was going home, across the road to get his 

pistol. I know that Curtis that's standing there doing his 

hands like this has already killed one person." How many of 

us have ever killed anybody? How many of our husbands and 

wives or children have ever killed anybody? How many of us ~f 
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1 anybody in the church that we go to has killed anybody? How 

2 many of the deputies and the police that work carrying a 

3 pistol everyday have ever killed anybody in their whole career 

4 of being a policeman? How many of them has even shot anybody? 

5 You got deputies sitting right there with pistols, yet two of 

6 the guys that is there picking on Ronald, two of them have 

7 already killed a human: being, and one of - I think Mr/. 

8 Chandler said he was around 30 and Mr. Anderson is around 30 

9 or something, young. men. They've already killed, both of them 

10 killed a human being, a person, been convicted in court, 

11 manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter. Ronald knows this. 

12 He knows this is n6t like in church where ~eople in your 

13 Sunday school class say, "Hey, bo~, ~ou look like you really 

14 eating that food in the fel16wship hall," or when you 'come 

15 into the courtroom one of the lawyers or the deputy says to 

16 you, "Hey, you gay, that looks gay, that look~ like a gay tie 

17 on you. That's a gay haircut." That's a lot different than 

18 being at Shaw's Country Store in the' dark with the guys drunk 
'. 

19 or drinking alcohol, both of them have already killed' a human 

20 being, getting beat up, the night o~ two before having bullet 

21 holes in your trailer, them showing you 'knives in the back of 

22 the car, putting them to your throat, and yes, there is no 

23 other evidence other than Ronald Gooden saying that that the 

24 guys put the knives to his throat. H~ says it happened. 

25 Obviously, there was something going on or he woul4 not go 
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1 there to the.store for no reason and throw gas on the man. He 

2 doesn't· want to go to prison any. more than any of you all or 

3 me wants to go· to prison. 

4 So, Anderson does the hand signal. Ronald walks outside. 

5 He'd seen the gas on the little lawnmower at the end of the 

6 store when he came in, g~ts the gas, goes back in .and throws 

7 it on the guy to keep the guys off of ,him 'so that they won't 

8 bug him. He said he .didn't mean to throw it in the guy's 

9 face, but he just threw one. time and it went on him and he 

10 threw the cigarette lighter and. it got on ~im and I suppose 

11' when you think about it, if he threw the gas on his shirt and 

12 coat ~hich we've gqtinto. evidence which did burn and those 

13 things lit up I guess the flames from that, even if none of 

14, the gas go~ on your face,could burn, could burn your face, 

15 could burn your neck, could burn your chin becaus~ a flame is 

16 going to rise. A flame rises and I guess if the guy's running 

17 around and trying to shake that thing and get it off of him 

18 maybe som~ of the gas got on his face and maybe some of it 

19 didn't. Ronald said he didn't intend to throw any on his 

20 face. Anyway, the man is burned. Ronald goes out, comes back 

21 in and makes his statements to the police. 

22 The Judge is going to tell you that there's four elements 

23 to self defense, to act and to defend yourself, and if you 

24 find that Mr. Gooden acted in self defense because he was 

25 afraid of them, he was in fear, he thought they was going to 
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1 hurt him like they had tried to before and he did this to keep 

2 them off of him and to make them leave him alone and to defend 

3 himself and there was nothing else he could do because what's 

4 the point of going home? They've already shot at his trailer 

5 there. He's got no car. They got cars. He's got no gun. 

6 They've got a gun. He is no saf~r there than he is in this 

7 public store. The Judge will tell you if you find that Mr. 

8 Gooden acted in self defense then to vote not guilty of the 

9 charges. 

10 The Judge will tell you that the actual charges under the 

11 attempted murder, 'which we've determined is improper and not 

12 guilty beca~se he had no intent tO'kill, the lesser charges 

13 under that are assault and battery of a high and aggravated 

14 nature, assault and battery in a first' degree, second degree 

15 'and third degree. You all know what the evidence was. Ju'st 

16 as soon as the Judge finishes telling you the~h~rgesyou all 

17 will know what the law 'is and procedure-wise on how to vote. 
. , 

18 Is the man hurt? Yes, he is. Is it, regretful? Yes, he 

19 is. Does Mr. Gooden regret it? Yes, "he is. Does Mr. 

20 And~rson regret he ever opened his mouth to Ronald Gooden? 

21 Yes, he does. Any ti~e you insult somebody does that give 

22 them a right to kill you or to throw gas on you or to beat 'you 

23 in the head? No, it does not. At the same time you cannot 

24 continually do that and add to that beating them up, putting 

25 knives at his throat, shooting holes in the trailer, 
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1 threatening them, and what we ask you to do is listen to all 

2 the evidence and we ask you to vote as you think fair and 

3 correct on the charges. You all got 12 brains and you all 

4 will know what to do right and we ask you to do that. Thank 

5 you. 

6 THE COURT: All right, Ms. Bailey. 

7 MS. BAILEY: May it please the Court? 

8 THE COURT: . Yes, ma'am. 

9 MS. BAILEY: Remember what the first thing. I told you 

10 was when I stood up here when we started this trial? There is 

11 no excuse to light another human being on fire. You have now 

" 
12 heard all the evidence. You "ve heard all the. testimony. 

13 'You'v~ seen the videos, and here's what we know, we know that 

14 Ronald Gooden lit Curtis Anderson on fire. We know that it 

15 
/ was not, an accident. We know that it was deliberate. We know 

16 that he put some thought into it. How do we know that he did 

17 that? He told us on the ~ideo.Hesaid, "I told you to quit 

18, pickipg on'me. If you don't quit picking on me, I'm going ,to 

19 come back here and light your ass on fire," and what did he 

20 do? He kept his promise. He left, and when he came back, he 

21 had gas and a lighter. He walked straight up to Curtis 

22 Anderson and he lit him on fire. 

23 Mr. Goude talked a lot about the Defendant. The 

24 Defendant, Mr. Gooden, took the stand and it's sad. It is a 

25 sad story. It's sad how poor he is. It is sad the conditions 
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1 in Andrews. ,It's sad that he didn't have any food and it's 

2 sad that he is extraordinarily sensitive to words, words. You 

3 can feel sorry for him and still find him guilty. That's 

. 4 okay. You can feel empathy for his situation and· still find 

5 him guilty. Your job here as jur'ors is not to empathize with 

6 one side. It's not to empathize with the victim or empathize 

7 with the 'Defendant. Your job here as jurors is to take the 

8 law and apply it to the facts. 

9 Mr~ Goude talked a lot about was there the intent to 

10 kill. He's charged with attempted "murder .. Mr. Goude wants 

11 you to believe that he did not intend to kill somebody when he 

12' lit him on fire. He may have walked out of that .place, walked 

13 away,hid in the bushes, carne ,back, got in the police car and 
, ' 

14 then said, "Well, I didn't mean to kill him." He lit him on 

15 fire.· 
, 

16 When Mr. Gooden took'the stand and testified on his own 

17 beha'lf I asked him, "Do you know that fire kills people?" He 

18 said yes. So, when after the fact he wants you to believe 

19 that he didn't have the intent to kill him, but he does admit 

20 that he lit him on fire intentionally and he knows that fire 

'21 kills people, that just, that just doesn't work. 

22 Now, Mr. Goude talked to you a lot about self defense as 

23 well and the Judge is going to tell you all about self 

24 defense. There's all these elements that the State, that's 

25 me, has to disprove for self defense. Here's some facts that 
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1 I want you .to keep' at the front 6f your mind when yorr all 

2 consider self'defense. First of all, every single piece of 

3 evidence regarding self defense came from one source and, 

4 that's Ronald:Gooden. The only person who says that there 

5 were knives pr guni or threats or any physical problems 

6 between these parties is Ronald Gooden. All these folks live 
/ 

7 around Andrews. Mr. Goude told you they see each other 

8 walking down the street, they all hang out at the Shaw's 

9 Country - the Shaw's: Corner Store. They all know everybody 

10 else's business and. none of these other witne~ses who were 

·11- there, in the store, Al Giles', 'Jackie Shaw, they're .not friends 

i2 with one side or the other, they were just there. None of 

'13 them knew anything about anybody getting beat. up or knives .or 

14 people showing guns.' The only person'~ho'stalking about that 

15 is Ronald Gooden.' 

16 Next thing I want you to keep in mind is ex~ctly how this 

-'.·17 happened.· Ronald Gooden was at the Shaw's Country Store. He 

18 was getting picked on. He says'he felt ,threatened. So,. he 

- 19 left and then he went back. He went back to' where those 

20 people that he was supposedly so afraid of, he knew exactly 
t 

21 where they were and he went back to the scene voluntarily. He 

22 went back there. Self defense just doesn't work that way. 

23 You go back to the people that you're afraid of, it is not 

24 self defense. 

25 Next thing I want you to keep in mind is the majority of 
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1 the testimony that we've heard from Mr. Gooden about this self 

2 defense claim has to do with other people, has to do with 

3 Gerry. It has to do with Greg. Maybe, I don't know, maybe 

4 it's true that Gerry showed him some knives in the car and 

5 held a knife to his throat. Maybe it's true that Greg showed 

6 him a gun. That has absolutely nothing to do with him 

7 lighting Curtis Anderson on fire. He didn't light those other 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

guys on fire. 

Let's go ahead and cue up, I want you to hear in his own 

words from the back of the police car, I want you to hear what 

h~ says, the only thing that he sa~s on self defense the night 

of the actual crime. 

(Whereupon, State's Exhibit Number Nine played in open 

court. ). 

MS. BAILEY: It was Greg, it was Greg who had the gun. 

It was Greg that had it coming and Greg slipped off, he crept 

off. Those aren't my words, those are the Defendant's words. 

I also want you to remember the other tape, not the one 

that I played for you, but the one that the Defense played for 

20 you. It was right there at the scene. The officer opened the 

21 door, said, "Tell me what happened,n and Ronald Gooden had a 

22 lot to say. He told you all about what happened, and for that 

23 entire statement he never said the words self defense. He 

24 never said he was threatened. He never said he had been 

25 beaten. He never said anything about a knife. He said, "I 
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1 can't be laughed at. I can't be called a faggot. I can't 

2 have my reputation like that." 

3 If you want to know what this is about, just listen to 

4 the Defendant's own words, his own words the night that it 

5 happene4, ,the night that it happened before he had a whole 

6 year to sit in a jail cell and think about how this trial was 

7 going to go. The night that it happened, he said this was 

8 about his ~eputation. This was not about self defense. 

9 As you consider the various charges in this case, he's 

10 indicted for one charge, that one charge is attempted murder. 

11 We've discussed that a little bit. Mr. Goude, Mr. Goude has -

12 believes 'that there is not the intent to kill even though he 

13 set him on fire and knows that fire kills people. If you have 

14 a reasonable doubt, and the Judge will charge you on what 

15 reasonable doubt means, reasonable doubt is not beyond any 
~~~~r, .... 

16 doubt. Reasonable ,doubt is beyond a reasonable doubt, a doubt 

17 that might cause a person to hesitate to act, a doubt that 

18 would leave you firmly convinced. I ,always give this example, 

19 I could probably listen to some ,scientists that could explain 

20 to me why the sun isn't going to come up in the morning. They 

21 could have this equations and theories and all kinds of ideas 

22 why the sun isn't going to come up in the morning, but I'm 

23 still going to set my alarm clock just in case because I've 

24 got to go to work. That's not a reasonable doubt. Just 

25 because you have an idea in your head that may possibly be 
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1 true, that's not a reasonable doubt. A reasonable doubt is 

2 one that leaves you firmly convinced. 

8 

3 If you as a group or if one of you has a reasonable doubt 

4 about the intent to kill the next charge that you will 

5 consider is assault and battery of a high and aggravated 

6 nature, that's one step down from attempted murder. Assault 

7 and battery of a high and aggravated nature is one person 

8 causing injury to another person that causes great bodily 

9 injury. You don't have to guess what great bodily injury 

10 means because the legislature has sp~lled that out for you and 

11 one of the things inciluded in their definition of great bodily 

12 injury is permanent disfigurement. You all saw the pictures. 

13 You all saw Mr. Anderson here live, permanent disfigurement. 

14 As you consider all the evidence in this case,as you 

15 consider whether there was an intent to kill, as you consider 

16 which charge is appropriate and whether self defense is 

17 actually what was going through Ronald Gooden's mind, I want 

18· you to keep one last thing in mind, but it's not something I'm 

19 going to say. It's something I'm going to let Mr. Gooden tell 

20 you himself.· I'm going to let you hear his words and think 

21 about those as you go back to the jury room. 

22 (Whereupon, State's Exhibit Number Nine played in open 

23 court. ) 

24 THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, the 

25 parties have concluded their closing arguments and I-need to 
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1 charge you on the law applicable in this case, but I'm going 

2 to give you a little bit of a break because this charge on the 

3 law is going to take a little while. So, let's take about a 

4 ten minute break and then we'll bring you back and I'll charge 

5 you on the law. Do not discuss the case even among yourselves 

6 at this point in time. All right, let's take a ten minute 

7 break. 

8 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

9 presence of the jury.) 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

THE COURT: All right, before we break, let's make 

sure we've got all the exhibits up here, we've goteve~ything, 

then I just wanted to give them a little stretch because that 

went on for about an.hour. They needed a little break and 

I'll charge tqem on the law and then we'll go ahead. All 

right? 

16 (Exhibits reviewed by counsel for State and Defense and 

17 approved. ) 

18 OFF THE. -RECORD 

19 (On the record.) 

20 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

21 presence of the jury.) 

22 THE COURT: All right, anything from the State before 

23 we bring the jury in? 

24 

25 

MS. BAILEY: 

THE COURT: 

No, Your Honor. 

Anything from the Defense? 
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MR. GOUDE: No, sir. 

THE COURT: All right, let's bring the jury in. 

(Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of 

the jury.) 

THE COURT: All right, welcome back, ladies and 

8~ 

gentlemen. We're now ready to resume the trial with the 

charge of the law. All of the evidence in this case has been 

presented to you, the attorneys have made their closing 

arguments and now is the time of the trial with me - for me to 

charge you with the law to be applied in this case. I'll give 

you a copy of these instructions in written form, and during 

your deliberations you may refer to' the instructions to guide 

your decision-making. However, you must consider the 

instructions as a whole and not follow some instructions and 

ignore others. Please return the instructions to the Court at 

the time you render your verdict. 

Now, the indict charges the Defendant with attempted 

18 murder. I remind you that the fact that the Defendant was 

19 arrested, charged and indicted in this case is not eviden6e in 

20 this case and cannot be considered by you as evidence of guilt 

21 in this case, nor does the Defendant's arrest, charge or 

22 indictment create any presumption or inference of guilt. This 

23 document is simply the formal written instrument which contains 

24 the charge made against the Defendant. It is the formal 

25 document by which this case is brought into this court. 
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It: 
~~: 

The Defendant has pled not guilty to this indictme:Yt~'knd 
> <4-

that plea puts the burden' on the state to prove the De{~i1d2mt 
. :, 

guilty. A person charged with committing a criminal of.":e'nse 

in South Carolina is never required to prove his innoce~':cJ I 

charge you that an important rule of the. law is that the;'1 

Defendant in a criminal trial no matter what the seriousness 

I of the charge may be will always be presumed to be inno::ent of 

the crime for which the indictment was issued unless 9UUlhas 

been proven by evidence satistying you of that guilt b€~ona a 

reasonable doubt. This presumption of innocence does 

when you begin your deliberations, but it accompanies 

Def~ndant throughout the trial until you reach a verdi~~ of 

"'I· 
guilt based on evidence satisfying you of that guilt b~':;'6h"d a 

reasonable doubt. 

The presumption of innocence is like a robe of 

righteousness placed about the shoulders of the' Defenci~':;jt: 

which remains with the Defendant until it has been strF:'8~~d. 

from the Defendant by evidence satisfying you of the ',::.1',' ... :' 
Defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. ~ 

The presumption of innocence is not a mere legal '-ej~cle.ory. 

"'s_ It is not just a legal phrase. It is a substantial ri~h;;,~o 

which every Defendant is entitled unless you, the jurYi;'.a~e 
'.' ~ . 

. ,- i(. 
satisfied from the evidence of the Defendant's guilt bEyohd a 

.;~. 'J 
::';~',:":: ~~:. 

reasonable doubt. 

NOW, what is reasonable doubt in the law? A rea~~:;lable 
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1 sole judge of the law in this case. Your duty as jurors is to 

2 accept and apply the law as I now· state it to you. If you 

3 already have any idea. as to wha~. the law is or what the law 

4 ought to be and your idea does not agree with what I now tell 

5 you the law is, you must abandon your idea of what the law is 

6 or ought to be because you are sworn to accept the law and 

7 apply the law exactly ~s I state it to you. 

8 In·.every.~ase tried in this court before a jury, the jury 

9 is the sole and exclusive judge of ·the f~cts in· a case. ~ 

10. trial. judge cannot intimate, state, cornritent on or make any 
, • I . 

. 11 statement to a-trial.jury about the facts in'a case. Since 

12 you, the jury, a~e the sole judg~ ofthe~ factsin.this case, 

13 you are not to infer from what. I have -said during the progress 

14 of this trial in ruling upon the admissibility of evidence or 

15 otherwise or anything that I say now during·the course of this 

16 instruction to you that I have any opinion about the facts in 

17 this case. The law does not allow me to' have an opinion about 

18 the facts in this case. This is a matter solely for you, the 

19 jury, to determine. As jurors your duty is to determine the 

20 effect, the value, weight and truth of the evidence presented 

21 duripg this trial. 

22 Necessarily, you ~ust determine the credibility of 

23 witnesses who have testified in this case. Credibility simply 

24 means believability. Your duty as jurors is to analyze and to 

25 evaluate the evidence and determine which evidence convinces 
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you of its truth. In determining the believability of 

witnesses who have testified in this case you may believe one 

witness over several witnesses or several witnesses over one 

9' 

witness. You ~ay believe a part of the testimony of a witness 

and reject the remaining part of the testimony of that same 

witness. You may believe the testimony of a witness in its 

entirety or reject the testimony of a witness in its entirety. 

You may consider whether any witness has exhibited to you any 

interest, bias, prejudice or other motive in this case. You 

may also consider the appearance and manner of the witness 

while on the witness stand. 

Some of the witnesses who have testified in this case 

have prior criminal records. A person who has a past criminal 

record is competent to testify during a trial. A past record 

does not affect the ability of that witness to testify .. The 

past record may only be considered by you~ if at all~ in 

determining the witness' believability. Remember, you are the 

sole judge of the facts in the 6ase and the believability of 

any and all of the witnesses. 

You have heard evidence that the Defendant was convicted 

of a crime or crimes other than the one for which the 

Defendant is now on trial. This evidence may be considered by 

you, if you conclude it is true, only in deciding whether the 

Defendant's testimony is believable and for no other purpose. 

You must not consider the Defendant's prior record as any 
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1 evidence of the Defendant's guilt of the charge against him in 

2 this case. 

3 You have heard testim0ny concerning the penalty a perso~ 

4 can serve for certain crimes. In determining the guilt or 

5 innocenge of the Defendant, you cannot consider any possible 

6 penalty for any particular crime. The punishment for the 

7 crime is, a matter for me to determine and you should never be 

8 considered - and ~hould never be considered by you in any way 

9 whatsoever in arriving at.a fair and impartial verdict as to 

10 the guilt ,or innocence of the Defendant. 

11 ,The Defendant is charged with attempted murder. In order 

12 to convict the Defendant of this crime the State must prove 

13 beyond a reasonable doubt that ,the Defendant' with intent to 

14 kill attempted to kill another person with malice 

15 aforethought, either express or implied. 

16 Malice is hatred, ill-will or hostility towards ano,ther 

17 person. It is the intentional doing of a wrongful act without 

18 just cause or excuse and with an i~tent to inflict an injury 

19 or under circumstances that the law will infer an evil intent. 

20 Malice aforethought does not require that malice exists for 

21 any particular time before the act is committed but malice 

22 must exist in the mind of the Defendant just before and at the 

23 time of the act is committed. Therefore, there must be a 

24 combination of the previous evil intent and the act. 

25 Malice aforethought may be express or inferred. These 
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1 terms express and inferred do not mean different kinds of 

2 malice but merely the manner in wh1ch the malice may be shown 

3 to exist, that is either by direct evidence or by inference 

4 'from'the facts and circumstances which are proved. Express 

5 malice is shown when 'a person speaks words which express 

6 hatred or ill will for another or when the person prepared 

7 beforehand to do the act which was later accomplished. For 

'8 example, lying in wait for a person or any other acts of 

9 preparation going to show that the deed was within 'the 

10 Defendant's mind would be express malice. 

11 Malice may be inferred from conduct showing a total 

12 disregard for human life. If facts are proved beyond a 

13 reasonable doubt sufficient to raise an inference of malice to, 
, . ' 

14 your satisfaction this inference would be, would be simply an 

','15 evidentiary fact to be considered by you, the jury, along with 

16 the other evidence in the case and you may give it the weight 

17 you decide that 'it should receive. 

18 If you find that the state has not pro~en that the 

19 Defendant is guilty of attempted murder you must determine 

20 whether the State has proven that the'Defendant is guilty of 

21 assauit and battery of a high and aggravated nature. By 

22 stat'ute assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature is 

~3 a lesser included offense of attempted muider. A person 

24 commits the offense bf assault and battery of a high and 

25 aggravated nature if the person unlawfully injures another 
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1 person and 7 excuse me, if - .a person co~its the offense of 

2 assault ~nd battery of a high and aggravated nature if the 

3 person unlawfully injures another person apd great bodily 

4 injury to another person .results or the act is accomplished by 

5 means likely to produce death or great bodily injury. Great 

6 bodily injur~means bodily injDry which causes a substantial 

7 risk of death or which cau~es serious permanent disfigurement 

8 or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a body 

,9 member or organ. 

10 I~you find that the State has not proven that the 

11 Defendant is ,guiltjl of' attempted murder or assault and battery 

12 of a high and aggravated natu:r;e· you must. then determine 

13 whether the State has proved that the' Defendant is guilty of 

14 assault and battery· in the .first degree. By statute assault 

15 and battery . in the first degree 'is a lesser included offense 

16 of . attempted ;t:lurder. A person, commits the offense of assault 

·17 and battery in the ·first degree if the person unlawfully 

18 offers or attempts to injure another person with the present 

19 ability to do so and the act either is accomplished by means 

20 likely to produce death or great bodily injury or occurred 

21 during the commission of a robbery ,burglary, kidnapping or 

22 theft. Great bodily injury, as I have stated, means bodily 

23 injury which causes a substantial risk of death or which 

24 causes serious permanent disfigurement or protracted loss or 

25 impairment of the function of a body member or organ. 
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1 If you find that the State has not proven that the 

2 Defendant is guilty of attempted murder, assault and battery 

3 of a high and aggravated nature or assault and battery in the 

4 first degree you must then determine whether the State has 

5 proved that the Defendant is guilty of assault and battery in 

6 the second degree. By statute assault and battery in the 

7 second degree is a lesser included offense of attempted 

8 murder. A person commits the offense of assault and battery 

9 in the second degree if the person unlawfully injures another 

9! 

10 person or offers or attempts to injure another person with the 

11 present ability to do so, moderate injury to another person 

12 results or moderate bodily injury to another person could have 

13 resulted. Moderate' bodily injury means physical injury 

14 requiring treatment to an organ system of the body other than 

15 the skin, muscles and connective tissues of the body, except 

16 when there is penetration of the skin, muscles and connective 

17 tissues that require surgical repair of a complex nature or 

18 when treatment of the injuries requires the use of regional or 

19 general anesthesia. 

20 If you find that the State has not proven that the 

21 Defendant is guilty of attempted murder, assault and battery 

22 of a high and aggravated nature, assault and battery in the 

23 first degree or assault and battery in the second degree you 

24 must then determine whether the State has proved that the 

25 Defendant is guilty of assault and battery in the third 
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1 degree. 

2 By statute, assault and battery in the third degree is a 

3 lesser included offense of attempted murder. A person commits 

4 the offense of assault and battery in the third degree if the 

5 person unlawfully injures another person or offers or attempts 

6 to injure another person with the present ability to do so. 

7 In order to establish criminal liability, criminal intent 

8 is required. For example, the mental state required to be 

9 proven by the State for a particular crime might be purpose, 

10 intent, knowledge, recklessness or criminal negligence. 

11 Criminal intent must be proven by the State beyond a 

12 reasonable doubt. Criminal intent is always a matter that 

13 must be determined by the jury from the circumstances 

14 surrounding the situation. Intent cannot be proven to a 

15 mathematical certainty. Medical science cannot dissect a 

16 

17 

person's brain and determine what the person had in mind. So, 

the law says that criminal intent may be inferred from the 

18 circumstances shown to have existed. This is how you make a 

19 determination of whether or not the element requiring intent 

20 was present. Intent need not be established by direct and 

21 positive evidence, but intent'may be established by inference 

22 in the same way as any other fact by taking into consideration 

23 the acts of the parties and all the facts and circumstances of 

24 the case. 

25 Criminal intent is a mental state, a conscious 
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1 wrongdoing. You are to determine what the Defendant intended 

2 to do based on the circumstances shown to have existed. 

3 Criminal intent can arise from an action or a failure to 

4 act. It may arise from negligence, recklessness or an 

5 indifference to duty or to consequences that is considered by 

6 law to be the equivalent of criminal intent. 

7 The Defendant has raised the defense, of self-defense. 

8 Self-defense is a complete defense and, if it is established, 

9 you must find the Defendant not guilty. The State has the 

9~ 

10 burden of disproving self-defense by proof beyond a reasonable 

11 doubt. If you have a reasonable doubt of the Defendant's 

12 guilt after considering all of the evidence, including the 

13 evidence of self-defense, then you must find the Defendant not 

14 guilty. On the other hand, if you have no reasonable doubt of 

15 the Defendant's guilt after considering all of the evidence, 

16 including the evidence of self-defense, then you must find the 

17 Defendant guilty. 

18 The following elements are required to establish self-

19 defense: first, the Defendant must be without fault in 

20 bringing on the difficulty. If the Defendant's conduct was 

21 the type which was reasonably calculated to, and did, provoke 

22 a deadly assault, the Defendant would be at fault in bringing 

23 on the difficulty and would not be entitled to an acquittal 

24 based on self-defense. 

25 The second element of self-defense is that the Defendant 



98 

Charge 256 

1 was actually in imminent danger of death or serious bodily 

2 injury or that the Defendant actually believed he was in 

3 imminent danger of death or serious' bodily injury. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

• 
If the Defendant was actually in imminent danger, it must 

be shown that the circumstances would have warranted a person 

of ordinary firmness and courage to strike the fatal blow to ' 

prevent death or serious bodily injury. If the Defendant 

believed he was in imminent danger of death or serious bodily 

injury, it must be shown t,hat a reasonably prudent person of 

ordinary firmness and courage would have had the same belief. 

In deciding whether the ,Defendant actually was, or 

bel'ieved he was, in imminent danger of death or serious bodily 

injury, you should consider all of the facts and circumstances 

surrounding the crime, including the physical condition and 

characteristics of the Defendant and the victim. 

The Defendant does not have to show that he was actually 

in danger. Imminent danger is established if the Defendant 

believed he was in imminent danger and a reasonably prudent 

person of ordinary firmness and courage would have had the 

20 same belief. The Defendant has the right to act on 

21 appearances even though the Defendant's beliefs may have been 

22 mistaken. It is for you to decide whether the Defendant's 

23 fear of imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury was 

24 reasonable and would have been felt by an ordinary person in 

25 the same situation. 
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Words accompanied by hostile acts may, depending on the 

circumstances, establish self-defense. Evidence of prior 

difficulties between the Defendant and the victim may be 

considered in deciding whethe~ a threat existed, whether the 

Defendant had a reason to believe a threat existed and how 

serious that threat was. The relative sizes, ages and 

9! 

weights of the Defendant and the victim may be considered in 

deciding the apparent or actual need for force in self-defense 

and the amount of force needed. The reputation of the victim 

as a violent person may be considered in deciding whether 

there was a need for force, whether the Defendant had reason 

to believe there was a need for force and whether deadly force 

was reasonably necessary. Prior instances of violence by the 

victim may be considered in deciding whether the Defendant 

actually believed he was in imminent danger of death or 

serious bodily injury or was actually in imminent danger. 

Threats made by the victim may be considered in determining 

whether the Defendant actually was, or believed he was, in 

imminent danger. 

The final element of self-defense is that the Defendant 

had no other probable way to avoid the danger of death or 

serious bodily injury,than to act as the Defendant did in this 

particular instance. A person cannot be required to make an 

exact calculation as to the degree or amount of force which 

may be needed to avoid death or serious bodily harm. 
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1 Therefore, in self-defense, the Defendant has the right to use 

2 the force needed to avoid death or serious bodily harm. The 

3 force used in self-defense does not have to be limited to the 

4 degree or amoun~ of force used by the victim. The Defendant 

5 has the right to use so much force· as appeared to be necessary 

6 for complete self-protection and which a person of ordinary 

7 reason and firmness would have believed to be needed to 

8 prevent death or serious bodily harm. 

9 Now, there are six possible verdicts which you may find . , 

10 in this case. 'No significance should be given to the order. in 

11 which I state these verdicts to you. I simply must state one 

12 first, one second and so forth. The possible verdicts in this 

13 case are, one, we, the jury, find the Defendant guilty of 

14 attempted murder, or two,. we, the jury, find the Defendant 

15 guilty of assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature, 

16 or three, we, the jury, find. the Defendant guilty of assault 

17 and battery in the first degree or four, we, the jury, find 

18 the Defendant guilty of assault and battery in the second 

19 degree. The fifth possible verdict is we, the jury, find the 

20 Defendant guilty of assault and battery in the third degree or 

21 the sixth possible verdict is we, the jury, find the Defendant 

22 not guilty. 

23 Ladies and gentlemen, your verdict must be a unanimous 

24 one. Mr. Simon, as foreperson, when the jury agrees on the 

25 verdict, you will check the appropriate verdict here on the 
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1 verdict form, date the verdict form, sign your name, then 

2 knock on the door and advise the bailiff that you have 

259 

3 reached a verdict and at that time we'll bring you back into 

4 the courtroom and receive your verdict. 

10' 

5 I'm going to excuse you now to the jury room but do not 

6 begin your deliberations at this point in time. I have to 

7 check with the attorneys to see if they have any challenges to 

8 the charge on the law. If they do and I deem that those are 

9 appropriate I'll bring you back in and make whatever 

10 corredtions or additional charges are needed. If there are no 

11 more additional charges we'll send the exhibits back to the 

12 jury room with a copy of the instructions, the indictment, the 

13 verdict form and the bailiff will tell you you can begin your 

14 deliberations at that time. All right, so, I'll ex6use .you to 

15 the jury room but please do not begin your de'liberations just 

16 yet. 

17 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the presence 

18 of the jury.) 

19 THE COURT: All right, any exceptions or additions to 

20 the charge by the State? 

21 MS. BAILEY: None from the State, Your Honor. 

22 THE COURT: Any from the Defense? 

23 MR. GOUDE: Judge, we renew the same requests we had 

24 earlier about if there was a doubt between the greater and the 

25 lesser charge to give the benefit of the doubt to the 
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Defendant and find 

lesser charge. 

THE COURT: ' 

going to deny that. 

,MR. GOUDE: 

THE COURT: 

260 

not guilty of the great~r and guilty of the 

'All right, your motion is noted. I'm 

Anything else? 

No,' sir. 

All right~ 

' MS. BAILEY: Your Honor, I suprose for the record I 

just need to renew my previous objection about the State's 

~roposed 6harges that have b~en put in as a Court's Exhibit 

THE COURT: All right.' 

MS. BJULEY: that they should have been included. 

THE COURT: That's so :noted and I'll deny it~ 

14 All right, let's go ahead here,'I'm going to mark, I 

15 ~uess let:s m~rk this charge Of law, that'll b~ Court's 

16 Exhibit Foui and we'll send it back with the indictment. I 

17 think I've ~ot the indictment here, yeah. 

18 (Court's Exhibit Number Four [Charge] appropriately 

19 marked.), 

20 THE COURT: All right, here's - put that indictment 

21 with that. All right, let's take all of the exhibits back to 

22 th~ jury. I'll need you to bring Ms. Victoria Jones out. 

23 Bring the alternate juror, Ms. Victoria Jones, Juror Number 

24 67, bring her DU~ and you can tell them they can go ahead and 

25 begin their deliberations. 
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1 (Alternate dismissed and deliberations begin at 3:48 

2 p.m.) 

3 OFF THE RECORD 

4 (On the record, question from jury at 5:03 p.m.) 

5 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

6 presence of the jury.) 

7 THE COURT: All right, we've had a question and I 

8' apologize for taking so long but I'm not so sure·I've got the 

9 right answer. The question is, "What is the difference 

10 between high and aggravated' versus first degree?" All I know 

11 is high and aggravated, . a person commits the. offense of 

12 assault and batt~ry of a high and aggravat~d nature, if the 

13. person unlawfully injures another person and either great 

14 ,bodily injury to another person results or the act ·is 

15 accomplished by means likely to produce death or great bodily 

16 injury; whereas, a person commits the offense of assault· and 

17 battery in the first degree if the person unlawfully offers or 

18 attempts to injure another person with the present ability to 

19 do so and the act is accomplished by means likely to produce 

20 death or great bodily injury and then it has or occurred 

21 during the commission of a robbery, burglary, kidnapping or 

22 .theft, which we don't have in this. So, as I understand even 

23 'though they're very similar the way I read'it you can almost 

24 have assault and battery in the first degree without an 

25 injury. 
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MS. BAILEY: 

statute. 

THE COURT: 

262 

Yes, Your Honor, that's my reading of the 

If the person unlawfully offers or 

attempts to injure another person with the present ability to 

do so and the act, in other words, the attempt to injure is 

accomplished by means likely to produce death or great bodily 

injury; whereas, assault and battery of a high and aggravated 

nature requires an injury. First the person unlawfully 

injures another person and then that injury is either a great 

bodily injury or the act is likely to produce a great bodily 

injury. What's the State's position on that? 

MS. BAILEY: 

.Your Honor. 

THE COURT: 

MR. GOUDE: 

THE· COURT: 

MR. GOUDE: 

ti,me, Judge? 

THE COURT: 

That's my understanding of the statute, 

All right, what's the Defense's position? 

Could I have just one second, Judge? 

Yeah. 

Would the Court say its position one more 

.My understanding is the difference between 

assault arid battery of a high and agqravated nature and 

assault and battery in the first degree is that assault and 

battery of a high and aggravated nature requires an injury and 

that injury must either be a great bodily injury or the act of 

the Defendant must be by a means likely to produce death or 

great bodily injury; whereas, assault and battery in the first 
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1 degree only requires an attempt or an offer to injure another 

2 person with the present ability to do so and that act, that 

3 offer 'or that attempt is accomplished by means likely to 

4 produce death or great bodily injury. 'So, assault and battery 

5 in the first degree does not require an actual injury; 

6 whereas, assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature 

7 does. 

8 

9 

MR. GOUDE:' 

THE COURT: 

, That works for me. 

All right, all right, let's go ahead and 

10 bring the jury back in. 

11 (Whereupon, .~he following takes place in the presence of 

12, the jury. Jury enters courtroom at 5:24 p.m.) 

13' THE COURT: All right, ladies and'gentlemen, welcome 

14 back. Mr. Simon, I understand that the jury had a question. 

15 The question is what is the difference between high and 

16 aggravated versus first degree? I'm assuming by,this the jury 

17 wants to know what is the difference between assault and 

18 battery of a high and aggravated nature and assault and 

19 battery in the first degree; is that correct? 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

FOREPERSON: Correct. 

THE COURT: All right, all right, assault and battery 

of a high and ag~ravated nature is' the unlawful injury of 

another person and that injuiy is either a great bodily injury 

as that is defined, as I define to you or the act that the 

Defendant committed is accomplished by a means likely to 
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produce a death or great bodily injury. Assault and 'battery 

in the first degree is committed when a person attempts or 

offers to injure another person with the present ability to do 

so and that act, that offer or·that attempt is accomplished by 

'a means likely. to produce d~ath qr' gre~t bodili irij~ry. So, 

the major distinction i~ you have to have. an actual injury for 

assault and bat.tery of a high and aggravated nature and that 

actual injury has to be either a great bodily injury or it has 

.to have occurred by., acts that are l~kely. to produce death or 

great bodl1~ injury, whereas a~~ault and,battery,inthe first 

, .degree, does not require an irijury~ 'It j.ust requires an 

attempt or an ·offer to.injure someone and the acts implemented 

hav,e to be accomplished by means likely to produce death or 

great bodily injury-.. All right. 

FOREPERSON: . Can, I ask a question? 

. THE COURT: All right, sir. 

FOREPERSON: Can the second one, the first degree, 

still have, include the act of doing that" of having great 

injury? 

THE COURT:' Well, I can te~l you that the - assault 

and battery of the first degree is a lesser included offense 
I 

of assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature. In 

other words, all of the elements of assault and battery in the 

first degree are required to prove assault and battery of a 

high and aggravated nature. However, assault· and battery of a 
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1 high and aggravated nature has additional elements, that being 

2 the injury that is not needed to prove assault and battery in 

3 the first degree. Does that answer your question? . 

4 FOREPERSON: It does. 

5 THE COURT: All right, thank you very much. I'll 

6 excuse you back to the jury room for you to continue your 

7 deliberations. 

8 (Whereupon, the following takes place outside the 

9 presence of the jury.) 

10 THE COURT: All right, I'm going to mark their 

11 q~estion, that'd be Corirt's Exhibit Five. 

12 (Whereupon, Court's Exhibit Number Five [Question from 

13 Jury] appropriately marked.) 

14 THE COURT: 

15 we hear from them. 

16 MS. BAILEY: 

17 THE COURT: 

18 

And we'll_stand in recess unless and until 
,'~~~ 

... ~i~!"" 

Thank you, Your Honor. 

All right. 

OFF THE RECORD 

19 (On the record. Verdict reached at 5:32 p.m.) 

20 (Whereupon,the following takes place outside the 

21 presence of the jury.) 

22 THE COURT: I understand the jury has reached a 

23 verdict; is that corre.ct? All right, anything from the State 

24 before we bring the jury in? 

25 MS. BAILEY: No, Your Honor. 
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1 THE COURT: Anything from the Defense? 

2 MR. GOUDE: No, Your Honor. 

3 THE COURT: All right, let's bring the jury in. 

4 (Whereupon, the following takes place in the presence of 

5 the jury.) 

6 THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, welcome 

7 back. Mr. S~mon, I undeistand the jury has reached a verdict; 

8 is that correct? 

9 FOREPERSON: Yes, Your. Honor. 

10 THE COURT: Have you completed the verdict form? 

11 FOREPERSON: I have.·, 

'12 THE COURT: All right, if you'd please give it to the 

13 bailiff. 

14 (Complies with, request. Court reviews verdict form.) 

15 THE COURT: All right, I'm going to ask the Clerk to 

16 please publish the verdict.' 

17 CLERK: Indictment number 2011-GS-22-00054, the 

18 State of South Carolina versus Ronald Edward Gooden, we, the 

19 jury, find the Defendant guilty of assault and battery of a 

20 high and aggravated nature. 

21 THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, if this 

22 is your verdict please signify by raising your right hand. 

23 (All jurors raise right hand.) 

24 THE COURT: All right, please let the record reflect 

25 that all jurors raised their right hand. Any polling of the 



109 

Sentencing 271 

1 battery of a high and aggravated nature. The sentence of the 

2 Court is that you be confined to the State Department of 

3 Corrections for 20 years. You'll be given credit for any time 

4 served thus far. All right, thank you, sir. 

5 (Adj ourned. ) 

6 
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