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CHRISTOPHER BYARS,
having been duly sworn, testified as foi1ows:

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. MILLER: Thank you, Your Honor, before the |
Court is Christopher Byars. This is a Bamberg County case.
Mr. Byars 1is here today to waive presentment and plead
guilty to the charge contained in Indictment
2016-GS-05-100. - That is an indictment for assault and
battery of a high and aggravated nature.

Prior to accepting the plea, Your Honor, we Have a
couple of exhibits, Court's Exhibits, to hand up. The
first identified as Court's Exhibit Number 1 is the
Capacity to Stand Trial Evaluation, done by the Department
of Mental Health, Dr. Frierson, which states that Mr. Byars
is competent to stand trial. And the second is an
Evaluation of Criminal Responsibility and Capacity to
Conform, which was also conducted by Dr. Frierson for
Mr. Byars and Dr. Frierson's conclusion based on these
reports, which I will hand up, is that he is competent to
stand trial in this matter and that he had the capacity to
conform his conduct and understood the difference between
right and wrong at the time of the alleged event.

I believe that Mr. Chesser would stipuiate for the
purposes of this hearing that Mr. Byars is competent and

that he had the capacity to conform his conduct at the time
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of the event.

THE COURT: 1Is that correct, Mr. Chesser?

MR. CHESSER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So Mr. Chesser, you represent
Christopher Byars; is that correct?-

MR. CHESSER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you explained to‘Mr. Byars the
charge contained in this indictment, the.possible
punishment and his rights including his constitutioha1
right to a jury trial?

MR. CHESSER: Yes, Your Honor.

~ THE COURT: And in your opinion does Mr. Byars

‘understand the charge, the punishment, and his.rights?

MR. CHESSER: Yes.

THE .COURT:. How does he indicate to you he wishes
to plead, guilty or not guilty?.

MR. CHESSER: Guilty.

THE COURT: Do you agree with his decision to do
s0? | |

MR. CHESSER: Yes.

THE COURT: : From your investigation of the facts.
and circumstances surrounding this case, do you fee1'that
the State could produce sufficient evidence to convince a
jury here in Aiken County of Mr. Byars'slgu11t‘beyond é

reasonable doubt; and if he were to stand trial on this
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charge, his conviction would be probable?

MR. CHESSER: Yes.

THE COURT: Now, the solicitor indicated Mr. Byars
has been evaluated for the purposes of determining whether
or not he's competent to stand trial or enter this gui]ty
plea; is that correct?

MR. CHESSER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right.

Now, you are Christopher Byars?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Byars, before I can accept a plea
of guilty, it's necessary for me to make sure that you're
making this plea freely and voluntarily. To do that, sir,
I need to ask you a series of questions. At any point
during my questioning of you, if you do not understand
anything I say or the words I use, please stop me, I'11 be
more than happy to repeat or explain anything I say,

Mr. Byars. Additionally I'11 be more than happy to stop
this plea and allow you as much time as you feel you may
need to consult with your lawyer, Mr. Chesser. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How old are you Mr. Byars?

THE DEFENDANT: 32.

THE COURT: 327
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT: I completed the eighth grade.

THE COURT: Now speak up a little bit.

THE DEFENDANT: Eighth grade.

THE COURT: Eighth grade. And what kind of work
have you done?

THE DEFENDANT: I've done é 10t of construction
work. The last job I had was at a -- Company down the road
here in South Carolina.

THE COURT: ATl right. Have you ever been tfeated,
Mr. Byars, for the use of alcohol or drugs or for mental
illness?

THE DEFENDANT: For mental 1illness, sir.

THE COURT: And when and how long have you been
treated for mental illness, sir.

THE DEFENDANT: Last time I --

THE COURT: I'm sorry Mr. Byars. You're really
going to have to speak up for me.

THE DEFENDANT: The last time I remember, sir, it
was in 2014.

THE COURT: 20147

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And where was that? Where did that

take place?
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THE DEFENDANT: That was at the Aurora Pavilion
over in Aiken.

THE COURT: And did you successfully complete the
program or did something happen?

THE DEFENDANT: I completed it. They sent me home.

THE COURT: A1l right. You're originally from
Williston?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Now, Mr. Byars, you heard
your lawyer, Mr. Chesser, tell me that he has explained to
you the charge contained in the indictment, the possible
punishment and your rights, including your right to a jury
trial and that you understand these things; is that
correct?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right. Mr. Byars you're before me
on Indictment 2016-100 State versus Christopher Byars.

This is an indictment for assault and battery of a high and
aggravated nature. Do you understand this charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: This indictment, Mr. Byars alleges that
you did here in Aiken County -- I'm sorry, that you did in
Bamberg County on or about July 31st of 2015 commit an
assault and battery upon Latosha Jamison resulting in great

bodily injury and the act was accomplished by means 1ikely
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to produce death or great bodily injury; that is shooting
Latosha Jamison in the abdomen with a shotgun. You
understand this allegation, Mr. Byars?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: This 1is what you want to plead guilty
to?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You realize that by pleading guilty of
assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature,

Mr. Byars, that you could go to jail for 20 years?
* THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Knowing this, that you can go to prison
for 20 years by pleading guilty to this charge, do you:
still wish to plead guiity to it?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COU?T: Now, Mr. Byars, are you currently on
probation or parole for any prior offenses.

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Byars, when you plead guilty
you have to give up certain basic rights. First of all,
you have to give up your right to remain silent. Now, this
is your right against self-incrimination, Mr. Byars, your
right to say nothing at all. No one can compel you to come
into court to provide evidence or to testify against you,

sir. Do you understand this right?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Secondly, Mr. Byars, when you plead
guilty, you have to give up your right to a jury trial.
That is your right for a jury in Bamberg County to decide
whether or not you're guilty of this charge beyond a
reasonable doubt. A jury would base its decision on
whatever evidence the State would introduce at trial
against you and also whatever evidence you and your lawyer,
Mr. Chesser, may wish the introduce.

Now, Mr. Byars I wish to emphasize may wish to
introduce, sir, because at a trial, you would be presumed
innocent and wouldn't have to prove anything and you could
not be convicted unless the State convinced all twelve
jurors of your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The jury's
decision would have to be unanimous; all twelve would have
to agree that you assaulted Ms. Jamison with a shotgun. Do
you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I understand.

THE COURT: Mr. Byars, this incident occurred in
Bamberg County. We're now in Aiken County. Now, you have
a constitutional right to have this plea or trial in
Bamberg County, but since you're here in Aiken, I assume
that you discussed a change of venue or jurisdiction with
your lawyer, Mr. Chesser, and you want me to hear this case

today in Aiken County; is that fair enough?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is there any documents signed to that
effect?

MR. CHESSER: No, sir.

THE COURT: But you've discussed this with
Mr. Byars.

Mr. Byars, it's your decision to have this matter
heard 1n.A1ken County today rather than in Bamberg; is that
fair enough?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

- THE COURT: A11 right. Now, Mr. Byars, thirdly
when you plead guilty, you give up your right to confront

and be confronted by the witnesses against you. That is

your right to. see, hear, and crosé—examine any witnesses

the State may call to testify against you during a trial.
In addition, Mr. Byars, by pleading guilty, you give up
your right to subpoena and call witnesses on your own
behalf, that is, soﬁeone may testify for you; do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, siry.Your Honor .

- THE COURT: Fourthly, Mr. Byars, this indictment,
2016-100 has not been presented to or considered by the
grand jury in Barnwell County -- I'm sorry, Bamberg County.
After hearing evidence, at least twelve of the grand jurors

in Bamberg would have to agree that you're probably guilty
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of shooting Ms. Jamison with a shotgun before a true-billed
indictment would be returned indicating that this case
would be ready for trial. It's possible, Mr. Byars that
the grand jury in Bamberg could no bill this indictment,
which would mean that the case against you could be
dismissed.

Now, do you want the grand jury to consider this
indictment or do you want to waive presentment and continue
with your guilty plea here and now?

THE DEFENDANT: I'd like to waive, sir.

THE COURT: So you're going to waive presentment of
this indictment to the grand jury of Bamberg, change
jurisdiction and venue, and plead guilty here today in
Aiken; is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: That's correct.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Byars, do you understand these
rights that I've just explained to YOu?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand, sir, when you plead
guilty, you have to give up these constitutional rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I understand.

THE COURT: Now, is that what you want to do?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: . You want to give up your constitutional

rights?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes,. sir.

THE COURT: Now, you realize you will not receive a
jury trial on thié.charge by pleading guilty?"

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sirl

. THE COURT: Now, once again, Mr. Byars, you're

pleading guilty to assault and battery of a high and:
aggravated natﬁre. Could receive up to 20 years in prison
by pleading guilty to this. ‘You'refgiving‘up all of your
constitutional rights. Now, Mr.‘Byérs, édnsidering what I

just said to you, I'11 ask you once again, how do you wish

to plea to this charge, guilty or not guilty?

'THE DEFENDANT: Guilty, sir.

THE COURT: You-realize, Mr;‘Byars, that when you
plead guilty you admit the truth of the allegations
contained in this indictment against you; you understand
that? |

THE DEFENDANT: - Yes,' sir.

THE COURT: I tell you that, Mr. Byars, because you

may have some defenses to this charge, which I have no way
of knowing that, but you realize by pleading gu11ty.here.

today you give up any defenses you might have; do yQu”

-understand?

THE DEFENDANT : Yes, sir, I understand.
THE COURT: Additionally, Mr. Byars, I tell you

that because when you were arrested by the Bamberg County
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Sheriff's Department, you may have given some type of
1ncr1mﬁnat1ng statement, that is maybe an admission or
confession about your guilt. You need to realize by
pleading guilty today, you're waiving your right to later
on challenge or contest that you gave any statements
whether or nat they were taken or obtained from you freely
and voluntarily in accordance with your constitutional
rights. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I understand.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Byars, I ask you once again,
did you commit this offense?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I did.

THE COURT: So once again, Mr. Byars, you're
telling me you're pleading guilty, 2016-100, assault and
battery of a high and aggravated nature, sir, because you
did, in fact, in Bamberg County, on or about July 31st of
2015, shoot one Latosha Jamison with a shotgun?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You're pleading guilty because you are
guilty; is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now has there been any plea
negotiations, Solicitor?

MR. MILLER: No, sir.

THE COURT: Is that correct, Mr. Chesser?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything additional needé to be added
to the record.in connection with any plea negotiations or
any recommendations?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE. COURT: You still wish to continue to plead
guilty, Mr. Byars?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, sir, are you fully satisfied with
the manner in which your lawyer here, Mr. Chesser, the way
he has advised and represented you on this charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you talked with him for as long as

‘and as often ‘as you feel it necessary for him to properly

represent you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURTf You need any more time to talk to him?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Have you understood your talks with
him?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

- THE COURT: Mr. Byars, has Mr. Chesser done

everything fof you, you feel he should do or could do on
your behalf in advising you and representing you on this

charge?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, he has.

THE COURT: Has he done anything you feel he should
not have done?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Are you completely satisfied with his
services?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You need to speak up a little bit more,
Mr. Byars.

THE DEFENDANT: I'm satisfied, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Byars, you have any complaints
against anyone of the Bamberg County Sheriff's Office?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

-.THE COURT: Any complaints against anyone .in the
Second --

This is the Second Circuit, isn't it?

MR. MILLER: Yes; sir.

THE COURT: -- Second Circuit Solicitor's Office?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Byars have you understood my
questions?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I have.

THE COURT: Is there anything you want to ask me
about what I just discussed with you? Anything at all?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.
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~ THE COURT: Mr. Byars, you realize that you have a
right to appeal this guilty plea and whatever sentence 1
may impose upon you, but if you're going to appeal, you-
need to fiTe a notice of intent to appeal within 10 days of
today's date. ':You understand that? -

THE DEFENDANT: I understand.

THE COURT: - Additionally, Mr. Byars, it may not
mean much to you now, but it could-.-later on. Once you're
in the department of corrections, if you later on think,
feel, or find that you have some complaints against the
Bamberg County Sheriff's Office, against your Tlawyer, Mr.
Chesser, against the Second Circuit Solicitor's Office, or
anybody else involved in your case, you need to make those
complaints known by ff11ng a post conviction relief
application within one year of today's date. Do you
understand that, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You understand that sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay, Solicitor, I'11 be happy to hear
about it. |

MR. MILLER: Thank you, Your Honor. On Ju1y 31st
of ‘2015, at approximately 1:45 in the mornfng, deputies
with the Bamberg County Sheriff's Office were dispatched to

Zorn Street in the Denmark area of Bamberg County in
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reference to a shooting.
Upon arrival deputies found the victim, Latosha
Jamison, had been shot in the side. Xavier J. who 1is

the 14-year-old son of the victim told police that he and

his siblings, Jaquan G. who was 10-years-old,
Christopher B. who was 7-years-old and a1so.the
son of the defendant; and Adonsio B. , a 9-year-old girl

who is the daughter of the defendant and Ms. Jamison were
at home that night when the defendant called his mother on
the telephone.

Xavier overheard his mother and the defendant
arguing and his mother telling the defendant not to come to
the house. As soon as the conversation -- as the
conversation on the phone was going on Xavier heard the
back door open and the defendant came into the house. The
defendant and Ms. Jamison went into Ms. Jamison's bedroom
and were in the room for several minutes.

When they came back from the bedroom, Ms. Jamison
was telling the defendant that he needed to give her the
key to the back door that he had used to let himself into
the house. Ms. Jamison and the defendant had previously
had domestic issues and he had been evicted from the house
the previous month. Ms. Jamison did not know that he had a
key to the back door until he used it to enter the

residence that night and she wanted the key back from him.
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Ms. Jamison stated that Byars wanted to. discuss him
moving back into the house with her and her children, but
she said it was not a good time. The defendant, Mr. Byars,
became agitated because Jamison would not let him stay at

the house. Mr. Byars told Ms. Jamison that the key that he

- had used was on the back porch of the house -- of the home.

He walked outside and returned a few seconds later armed
with a camouflage shotgun. At that point, the children
were scared -and started telling the defendant not to shoot
their mother.

| -Adonsia said she ran from the 1living room and hid
under the bed. Xavier was on the couch with his mother and
he said he was hugging on her and trying to place himsejf
between his mother and the defendant. The defendant had
the shotgun pointed at the victim's chest as he Toaded it.
When he got a shell into the gun, he stuck the gun close to
the victim's side and shot her in her left abdomen.

The defendant then left the house with the shotgun
through the front door. Following his érrest, the
defendant gave a Mirandized statement to investigators.
During his interview he claimed he did not shoot the victim
and thét the shotgun was already in the house when he
arrived. He stated that the victim was mad at him bécause
he could not give her more money and that he heard the gun

go off as he left the home. He said he thought the victim
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was shooting at him and that's why he'd left in such a
hurry.

The defendant has written a number of letters to
the victim and to our office. 1In some letters, he claimed
that he did not shoot the victim. In others he claimed
that he was being discriminated against because our office
would not offer him probation or a sentence of less than 20
years. In yet another letter, he claimed the victim had
obtained a stolen bulletproof vest and had asked him to
shoot her in order to try the vest out.

After receiving that letter, Mr. Chesser and I,
along with our investigator actually met with Ms. Jamison
and she very bluntly denied that that had occurred. More
recently, on July 14th of 2016, he has written a letter to
the victim, Ms. Jamison threatening to shoot himself in
front of the children at their school when he gets out of
incarceration.

Your Honor, I have an original of that letter.

Ms. Jamison brought it into us this morning and we have
marked that as Court's Exhibit Number 3. A copy has been
handed or given to the defense counsel. And I would hand
up Court's Number 3.

Your Honor, there is no sentencing recommendation
agreed upon with the State and the defense in this case.

Mr. Jamison has a prior criminal history that includes --
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excuse me, Mr. Byars, has a criminal history that includes
a 2004 trespassing, 2007 CDV first, and 2011 public
disorderly conduct.

Your Honor, based on the circumstances of the crime
and the defendant's expressed anger since his arrest, the
State 1is requesting a sentence of 20 years in this matter.
The victim is present in the courtroom, joined by her |
friend and her sister, the victim's friend and the victim's
sister. They initially thought that Ms. Jamison may want
to address the Court, but she has since informed me that
she wanted me to hand up a letter instead. I have marked
that as Court’'s Exhibit Number Number 4. This is
Ms. Jamison's statement that she would give the Court and a
copy of this has been --

THE COURT: Mr. Chesser, you've seen this, right?

MR. CHESSER: Yes, sir.

MR. MILLER: -- provided to Mr. Chesser as well.

Your Honor, it's my understanding that Mr. Chesser
would like for the defendant's mother to address the Court
and she is not here at the current time. If the Court
would accept the defendant's plea, then I think we can wait
until --

THE COURT: Let me read this first.

(The Court 1is reading all the documents handed up.)

THE COURT: Solicitor, let me ask this question.
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What's the condition of Ms. Jamison now? Is she fully
recovered, 80 percent recovered, or will she ever recover?

MR. MILLER: Your Honor, she is not fully recovered
at this time. She is, 1in the civil context, we would say
she's reached maximum medical improvement, but she has pain
and she has difficulty dealing with the situation. She
informed me and actually I met with her a couple of
different times, but she was in the hospital for almost 3
months after this incident occurred. She was shot in her
left side. There was about a quarter-size hole that was
put into her side and she's obviously had some difficulties
dealing with that.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Chesser, Mr. Byars, y'all
heard the presentation by the solicitor, is all that
substantially accurate and correct? 1Is that fair enough?
Mr. Chesser, you agree with that?

MR. CHESSER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: As well as your prior record? Was that
your prior record, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You agree, Mr. Chesser?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -Well, Mr. Byars, I find that there's a
substantial, factual basis for your plea. - I further find

your decision to plead guilty to be freely and voluntarily,
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knowingly and.intelligently made, that you've had the
advice of competent counsel, whom you -indicated to me
you're comp1ete1y satisfied with. Theréfore, I will accept
this plea. And Mr. Chesser, I think probably -- I'dbn'tk
know that you‘wou]d say this, but you'want to wait and make
your presentation when his mqtherfs;preSent?

_MR. CHESSER: Yes, sir. =

THE COURT: 1Is that agreeable with everybody here?

Understood? Very well..

- I've accepted the plea and we'll get together

.again, I guess maybe today. or whenevér it is that it's

convenient for.eVerybody and I'11 present sentence af that
time. ‘ |

MR. CHESSER: Thank you, Your Honor.

MR. MILLER: - Thank you, Your Honor.

(This case was in recess until later 1n the day and
the following ‘was heard:) .

THE COURT: Yes, sir?

MR. MILLER: Christopher Byars.

THE COURT: Well, at the break, I believe the
solicitor had finished his presentation and we broke to
allow Mr. Byars's mother to come and say-something on his
behalf; is that correct, Mr. Chesser?

MR. -CHESSER: Yes, Your .Honor.

. THE COURT: A11 right. You ready to proceed?
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MR. CHESSER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Go ahead. And you presented nothing in
mitigation or anything yet; is that correct?

MR. CHESSER: Right. Thank you, Your Honor. "I've
represented Christopher Byars for about the last 6 months.
He'd been represented by somebody else before and then the
case just came to me. I was appointed.

He's 32. He has two children of his own, Chris and
Adonsia, pardon by pronunciation; and then there are two
other children he had with Latosha, Xavier and Jaquan. Of
course, he had lived in the house and then they were
estraﬁged at the time that this took place. You heard the
recitation of the facts by the prosecutor.

They had been together and had a relationship which
was about 12 or 13 years, that's about how long they've
been together. And with some exceptions, some off and on.

- Chris told you that he had an eighth grade
education. In his evaluation, it says sixth grade and it
talks about him being in special ed. So he was never,
ever, I guess, successful in school at all. He left either
in the sixth or the eighth grade, right in there, which, of
course, is -- you're really still a child.

He worked at various construction jobs. I will
just tell you that working with him in the jail, he's been

in the Bamberg jail, for what it's worth, we got along.
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He's always had a sort of a depressed type of look or
approach, which I guess, naturally, he's been in jaii since
this happened, the whole time. But, on the other hand, at
the risk of repeating what's'in this, I'd 1ike to just
emphasize some of what is in this evaluation.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. ,

MR. CHESSER: It indicates that he has the symptoms
of and, in fact, is diagnosed with major depressive ,
disorder. He talked about his mood is sad most of the day,
every day; difficulty sleeping; energy; poor concentration;
tearful episodes a few times a week; suicidal ideas.
Again, it appears he was diagnosed in 2010 with major
depressive disorder, alcohol abuse, and cannabis or
marijuana abuse. He had a suicide attempt in March of
2011. He's been admitted several times to the local
facility for acute psychologic or psychiatric disorders.
And there again, he was diagnosed with the same thing, this
major depression, except for in this case they 1nd1§ated
psychotic features. That is to say there are elements
where he hears voices which they -- and this is not all the
time -- but at times, and they feel this is an indication
of what they call, again, psychotic features.

He talks: about various suicide attempts. He's
taken overdoses on five occasions.  He's cut himself. I

don't know about all this cutting oneself that's coming --
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that, you know, when I was growing up, I never even heard
of it, but now it's something that young people do. And
Chris, I guess to me, is a young person. But he would cut
himself on his chest and abdomen in order to feel better.

And, again, it talks about auditory hallucinations
and looking at a few pages on, it talks about, again,
psychotic mental illness. This is something that's been
going on for so long, the majority of his adult 1life, and
maybe even when he was a child, I don't know. In that
regard, before I go any further, I would ask that the
Court -- to hear from his mother Gertrude Byars.

THE COURT: A1l right.

Good afternoon, Ms. Byers.

MS. GERTRUDE BYARS: What I want to say about
Chris, actually he's been better but he's had problems, you
know, with behavior and stuff like that. And well, and it
be 1ike elementary, middle, high he was on Ritalin and he
was disabled child, with disability and everything, so it
went from there. I guess it been about two years ago I

went -- I went to the family court in Barnwell and I asked

“them could they please help my son. - But by him being

gfown, they couldn't do anything. Just little things, I
think he's on his meds and everything. I think he'll be
okay if he on his meds and everything now.

So he'11l be better not in -- not in no place where
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he would aggravate somebody hollering and screaming at him

.all the time. I think he'll be better if he comes home.

THE"

MR.
to speak if
THE
And
MS.
THE
MS.

COURT: A11 right. Thank you, Ms. Byars.
CHESSER: His sister indicates she would like
the Court would hear her, Jaéque11ne Byars.
COURT: Of course, come around Ms. Byars.
you're Jacqueline Byars; 1is that correct?
JACQUELIN BYERS: Uh-huh.

COURT: Yes, ma'am.

JACQUELIN BYARS: Thank you, Your Honor. I'm

asking for leniency for my brother because, you know?

that's my brother and I love him and you know, I know he's

going to be

punished and he should be, but I just want to

continuation of what the 1awyér is saying. He's always had

mental issues. As when we were little, he was always into

every stuff.

My mom, she tried to get him help.and

couldn't get that. You know, as he got to be an adult, he

did what he

want to do.

But, I know he's going to be punished and he's

going to be

sentenced. I want him to.be rehabilitated

because he needs -some mental health. He really does.

I love you, Bro.

THE

THE

Yes,

DEFENDANT: Thank you.
COURT: Thank you, ma'am.

sir, Mr. Chesser?
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MR. CHESSER: Your Honor, he is recently, they had
some trouble getting him into mental health down in
Bamberg; but finally they did through an agency that's
located in Denmark and he is taking some drugs they're
prescribing and really what has been prescribed before in
this eval, Celexa, Trazodone, and Kortseca (phonetic) but
the Celexa, I looked that up and it's to treat his
depression and Trazodone is a sleep aid; and this Kortseca,
the last one is ADHD.

He is going -- I'11 say a benefit of going to that
mental health treatment now, I will say this in terms of
what it's worth. I believe that this act was a product of
a certain degree of mental illness. It doesn't rise to the
level of, obviously, being they found him competent and
criminally responsible, but there is an element of that and
I would ask you to consider that as mitigating. He is --
again, he has suicidal thoughts every so often.

Finally, Your Honof, concluding, in dealing with
him in jail, he has gotten to where he reads. He reads the
Bible, but he also reads adventure books. It's apparent if
you ever tell him that he does something good or whatever,
the attention really makes a difference to him. 1I've
enjoyed working with him.

But I would ask you to consider the problems that

he's had his whole 1ife. I don't think he's a bad person.
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What he did was horrific, but I'd ask you to consider what
you think is a just sentence in the case.

THE COURT: A1l right. Thank you, sir.

Anything further?

'MR. MILLER: Your Honor, Ms. Jamison has indicated
that she would 1ike to -- Ms. Jamison has indicated she
would 1like to address the Court.

. THE COURT: Al11 right. Come around, Ms. Jamison.

MS. JAMESON: I just want tb say this from what I

have known of Chris. He's -- he knhows --- I believe he

knows better. He's smart. And for me to go through what I

went through with him abusive through the whole time
that -- almost the whole time I've been with him. And I
took enough and I -- when I was fed up with it, I guess he
took it 1in his own hands to do what he need to do to try to
get rid of:me. And I just want youlto know that I been
through so much after this. I'm hurt. I'm still hurting,
still in pain every day; and what was done, it was uncalled
for. He should -- it's something that he shouldn't a did.

THE COURT: I understand Ms. Jamison. Thank you,
ma'am.

MR. MILLER: Your Honor, the -- we have provided to
the defense some photographs of Ms. Jamison both when she
was in the hospital and the aftermath of the injuries that

she sustained. And she would 1ike if I hand those up. MWMr.
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Chesser has been provided with copies. And at the top of
the second page, there is a listing of all the different
procedures that she needs to go through or had to go
through for this. She had three different surgeries. She
had to have physica] and occupational therapy to walk and
to eat again. And she lost the home that she was raising
the children in as a result of this because she couldn't
work. And as I stated before, she ended up spending 3
months in the hospital and was out of work for a period of
10 months.

Your Honor, Tameka Hughes, who is the sister of
Ms. Jamison, would like to briefly address the Court as
well if the Court would be willing to hear from her.

THE COURT: Come around, Ms. Hughes. Good

. afternoon, Ms. Hughes. Yes, ma'am?

MS. HUGHES: Good afternoon. I'm Tameka Hughes who

is sister of Latosha Jamison.

THE COURT: Take your time, Ms. Hughes.

MS. HUGHES: Through this -- through this whoie
ordeal that my sister had to go through, it's T1ike she
said, it's uncalled for. He knows what's right and what's
wrong. See her being lying up at the hospital the way she
was, you know, I had to be the big sister of the family to
do what we had to do to make sure the kids, you know, I

know they're -traumatized and everything, but you know,
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we've worked with them. It was wintertime and we were

trying to get them ready for school and stuff. It was a

whole Tlot, but we had a 1ot of support.

Everybody's got to be held accountable for what

they db, their actions. ‘And this shouldn't have never took

. place. She's still, you know, hurting. She's still

healing. But still, we got a long road still ahead of us,
even though it's been over a year. As far as the children,
they seem to be pretty good. You know,.I talk to them
every day. -1 had to step up and be the mom too.

THE COURT: These are the.children of Mr. Byars?

MS. HUGHES: Yes. |

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

MS. HUGHES: - I fee] he just needs to be accountable
for his actions. I'm about to break down, I can't do this
anymore..

THE COURT: Thank you.

'MR. MILLER: - Your Honor, I would point out that two
of the four children are the children of Mr. Byars and the
other two children are not, but were present in the home
whenever this incident occurred.

And, Your Honor, there is a pretty lengthy opinion

.that's been issued, evaluation that was issued from Dr.

Frierson and I noted in that evaluation that there were no

~complaints or indications of any hallucinations at the time
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of this event. Certainly there wasn't any indication of
allegation of cutting going on at the time of this event.

I don't know what kind of depression issues were out there,
but as Mr. Chesser said, they didn't rise to the level of
being -- of preventing the defendant from knowing the
difference between right and wrong and being able to
conform his behavior.

What I do believe based upon the incident report
and based upon my discussions with the victim, is that
there was probably some alcohol use going on at the time of
fhis argument, this confrontation, and I do believe his
mother when she says he's always had anger problems.

He was mad and he shot this lady with a shotgun and
I don't know how you can shoot somebody with a shotgun and
not think that that's going to go poorly. And I think that
he absolutely did think it was going to go poorly, but he
was mad and he shot her with a shotgun. And that's what's
led her to where she is.

THE COURT: Let me stop you, Solicitor, and ask you
to help me out here.

MR. MILLER: Okay.

THE COURT: He was originally charged with assault
and battery with intent to kill; is that correct?

MR. MILLER: He was originally charged with

attempted murder. He was looking at Q to 30.
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THE COURT: What's the difference between
sentencing in aggravated assault and battery with intent to
kill.

- MR. MILLER: He was looking at 0 to 30, he's now
looking at 0 to 20.

THE COURT: Al1 right.

MR. MILLER: And, Your Honor --

THE COURT:" But the other issue would be, the
benefit he receives is the reduction in charge; is that
fair enough?

MR. MILLER: Absolutely, Your Honor. . The reduction
in charge resulting in a reduction of exposure, but we have
said from day one that we felt 1like it was a 20-year
offense. And certainly he has stepped up and he has pled
guilty today. I think he's been very forthcoming in
answering the Court's questions and I think he's gotten the
leniency and the mercy that he deserves.by looking af 20
instead of looking at 30. And I understand Mr. Chesser has
a necessarily different view on that, but, Your Honor, he
was also charged, initially, with another count of
attempted murder for the 14-year-old boy.

As we got into the case moreé and wére able the talk
with Ms. Jamison, this was almost a contact wound. I mean,
he was very close to her and -- in hetrview, I'11 say it

that way. In her view, his intent was to get.past the
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14-year-old to shoot her and that's why he didn't shoot at
both of them while they were sitting there was that he kind
of went around the 14-year-old with the gun to shoot her
and he ends up shooting her in her left side. - As you can
see from the photo that was passed up, the scar on the
right-hand side of the photo in the left abdomen, that's
the result of that shotgun blast to the -- td the side.
And it didn't -- they described it in the incident report
as a quarter-sized hole that was in her side when --

THE COURT: That was the entrance wound, but it
doesn't explain the damage internally.

MR. MILLER: Right.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

Anything further, Mr. Chesser?

MR. CHESSER: No, sir.

THE COURT: This has been a difficult case to hear.
On one hand, you think about his own chiidren that are
shared with Ms. Jamison, but on the other hand, I
specifically asked what was the difference in the reduction
in the charge and that plays in part of my decision. And
this is very emotional for everybody, you, for Ms. Byars
and for Ms. Jamison. But I've concluded from hearing
everything that this is a proper sentence and the other
avenues you've been given when you tried to persuade or not

to persuade.
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Lastly, Mr. Byars is-there anything you want to
tell me sir? Go ahead, I'm sorry.

THE -DEFENDANT: I would like to apologize for what
happened. I would also like to say my past ain't going to
define me, Your Honor. My past refined me. Over the time
that I have spent in jail, it's changed me as a man and I
would ask that you give me the opportunity to provefit and
continue on getting the help in the counseling that I was
receiving at the jailhouse.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Sir.

Anything further?

MR. CHESSER: No, sir.

THE COURT: Indictment Number 2016-100, State
versus Christopher Byars, assault and battery of a high and
aggravated nature, sentence 20 years, credit for time
served from July 31st, 2015. Good luck to you, Mr.lByars.

MR. MILLER:  Thank you, Your Honor. |

* % x % x-x % * * END OF TRANSCRIPT * * * * * * * * =
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CAPACITY TO STAND TRIAL EVALUATION
FORENSIC EVALUATION SERVICE
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH (SCDMH)

DATE OF EVALUATION: May 5,2016

PRESIDING EXAMINER: - Richard L. Frierson, MD, DFAPA

Professor-of Clinical Psychratry
University-of South Carolina:School:of Medicine

SECOND EXAMINER: Katie'Chambers, MD
- Resident in Psychiatry _
University of So‘uth’ffCaroiinai‘School?of Medicine

PSYCH!ATRIC DIAGNOSES DSM:-5  Major Depressive Drsorder Recurrent
: Severe with. psychotic features.

Alcohol Use Disorder, moderate.
Cannabis Use Dlsorder mild..

OPINION REGARDING:CAPACITY TO STAND TRIAL: Mr, Byars currently has the capacity

fo stand mal

DISPOSITION: Mr.Byats was returnedto the Ba‘mb’érg;c’:ounty‘Deteritr'o'n' Center atthe conclusion

of this evaluation.

lDENT! FYING INFORMATION: ChristopherByars i is-a-32-year-old African American male who

was seen at the forensic evaluation service pursuant 1o a court order from the: Bamberg County Court

of General Sessions: This court order requested evaluation of his capacity to stand trial pursuantto
State vs: Blair; 275.5.C. 529, 273.S.E. 2d 536.(1981) and S.C. Code-Ann. §44-23-410 (1976). He'is

_currenﬂy charged with two counts of Attempted ‘Murderand Possession of a Weapon in Commission
‘of ‘a Violent Crime.. According to'the court order it was issued for the following reasons: “Counsel
represents the- Defendant does not fully comprehend significance of charges and. evrdence also,

history of mental illness.”

Prior to partrcrpatmg in ‘the- ‘evaluation, Mr, Byars was warned regarding the limitations of

confidentiality. He was inforfmed that the evaluation'was: ¢ourt: ordered. He was:informed:that the.

evaluators were employed bythe South Caralina' Department of Mental Health-and were not paid by:

his attorney orthe solicitor in the case. Hewas informed that.after the evaluation was completed a

report. would be written and sent to his:attorney, the solicitor, and the judge in his case. He:was

informed that the evaluators-cotld be called to.cotirt to testify:at a hearing related to his capacity to
stand trial. Finally, he was informed that the evaluators were not providing freatment. He was able to

' BYARS, CHRISTOPHER.
9164060

OUTPATIENT EVALUATION

‘SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
FORENSIC EVALUATION SERVICE 1
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:answer questions regardrng this’ mformatron correctly-and hie voluntarify: agreed to partrcrpate in the:
evaluation.

SOQURCES OF INFORMATION:
1. Court order requesting the evaluation received by the Forensic Evaluation Servrce on April
8, 2016.
- Arrest Warrant #2015A- 0510100220 for. Attempted:Murder:
Arrest Warrant #2015A-0510100221 for Attempted Murder.
Arrest Warrant #2015A-0510100222-for Possession:of a Weapon during.a Violent Crime.
Incident Report related.to'the offénses.of Attempted Murder and Péssessior of a Weapon
.during :a*Violent Crime dated July 31, 2015.
6 Incident Report related to“Civil Actron dated June 1, 2015.
7. Statement.of Zyveiar J.
8.  Three-year driving record for Alicia Grant
9. Statement of Alicia Grant.
10.  Search:Warrants for'cell phone and Zorn Street.
11. Three-year drrvmg record for Latosha Jamison.
12.  Three-year driving.record, for the Defendant.
13.  National Crime Information Center- (NCIC)-répoit for the Defendant
14.  Newsarticle from WRDW-TV.
15.  A-social history obtained from his mother, Gertrude Byars, by Leslie Jacobs, LISW.
16.  Medical records from the Aiken Barnwell Mental Health Center.
17.  Medical records:from the Aurora Pavillion at Aiken Regional-Medical Center,
18.  Atwo-hourclinical forensic iriterview on taday's’ date.

CLINICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC HISTORY: Mr. Byars:is currently.incarcerated,in the Bamberg
County Detention Center. He is reportedly in general population accordrng tothe detentron center;
however, he-states that he.is in a special unit and sfates that he was moved there dueto “a conflict-of
interests.” Itis unclear whatis meant by that statement. He reports that heé is locked down 23 hours
‘adayand isin‘a.cellby himself. Mr. Byars currently. reports- symptoms: of Major Depressive Disorder.

He reports.that his mood is sad most.of the day. nearly every:day: :He reports.difficulty.Sleeping and
‘only getsa few. hours ofsleépa day. Hereports his-appetile’ls decreased but he cannot tell  he:has
‘lostweight.. He reports low energy;poor.concentration,.and tearful episodes a féw times a week: He
-also reports suicidal ideas bul states that IF -the ¢ T tells him to “leave itin.
God's hands.” He has not attempted suicide and: reports that he has no current plans to-attempt
suicide.. He states that he tried to get‘a bunch of Benadry! tablets but that the staff at the jarl makes
him take medicationiin-front of them:so that he.cannct hoard it: He'is currently on no medications in:

the jail.

Ma;or Depressave Drsorder Hewas admrtted from Novemb_er 15, 201 0 until November 17, 2010 wrth'
suicidal thoughts.. He was diagnosed with Major Depréssive Disorder, Alcohol Abuse, an 1bis
Abuse. ‘He was admitted from March 8, 2011 through-March 11, 2011 ‘after a suicide attempt by

—
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hanging and he received a discharge diagnosis of Major Depressivé Disorder; recurrent, Alcohol
‘Abuse, Cannabis Abuse, and Cocaine Abuse. He was admitted there from Apnl8 2014 through April
15, 2014 and received a drscharged diagnosis of Major Depres: nt with Psychotic
Features, Alcohol Abuse, and Cannabis Abuse. Apparently’ he has been depress :
approximately age 16 when his granamotner died. He has imade several suicide attempts in his.
lifetime. ‘He reports that he has taken-overdoses on approximately-five occasions. He states that,
after one of these overdoses he was seen in'the Barnwell County Hospital where he:was placed on
emergency admission papers for psychiatric admission. He reports that because no psychiatric bed
was available, he was housed in the local detention.cénter until a bed became available at Aurora
Pavilion. He has been followed periodically at the Aiken Barnwell Mental Health Center.where he has
been treated for Major Depressive Disorder. However, his treatment there has been sporadic. He
réports that he has transportation problems: and also could not afford medication that he was
prescribed. He'was prescribed antidepressant medications, citalopram (Celexa®) and trazodone, He
reports that thesemedications-were helpful and hrs condmon improved whne he was taking them,

Records from the mental health center report that in November of 2010°he was at Aurora Pavillion:
after attempting to hang hlmself He has also engaged m self-mjunous be jor :that were: not

i tter”. in
addmon 1o his depresswe symptoms he a repo s that he vxpenences aud;tory'
;;haﬂucmatlons Hereports thatthese: hallucmahons tell him to. "do lt " He reports that he:believes this
‘is INTeTerence to suicide. He denied visual hallucihations:

ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE USE HISTORY: He reports that he would drink a 12-pack of
beer daily prior to-his incarceration. Upon-being incarcerated he.experienced withdrawal symptoms
including nausea and shakiness. He has a history of a prior driving under the influence (DU charge.
His dririking has caused interpersonal difficulties.in his refationships. ‘He:has demonstrated-tolerance
to the effects of alcohol. He would meet the DSM-5 diagnostic: criteria for Alcohol Usé Disorder,

‘Moderate:

In addition:to-his use-of. atcohol he reports’ that he smokes six.to-seven blurits.of: ‘marijuana:on a daily
basis. He does this with friends. . He has experienced tolerance to the effects of cannabis anid réports
that at times it has made him * 'more:paranoid.” He denies failing urine drug screens. He reports

‘cravings if he does: not use marijuana but reports that in'the-past he has ot felt:a.neéd'to decrease:
his cannabis use. He would meet dlagnostlc criteriafor Cannabis Use. Disorder, Mild. A

_He‘ reports that ;he;tr_:ed:co_c;__ame-..en one occasiofi. He denies regular use ‘of cocaine:or other illicit
substances. He denies the use ofintravenous (IV) drugs. He denies hallucinogen oropioid-abuse.

MEDICAL HISTORY: He denies a. history of medical problems. .He had surgery in the: past to:
remove his appendlx and his tonsils. He takes no medications.. ‘He reports:that he is allergic to.

mustard
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FAMILY HISTORY: His mother, Gertrude Byars, is 56:years-old @nd works. at..& local
manufacturing: plant. Shé has no. history of mental health treatment. Hisfather, Don'Wilson, lives in

New York City.and has notbeen a part of his lifé. He has one.older sister. ‘Theré isa family history of-

mental illness, He feportsthat hig aunt wastreated for Bipolar Disorder:. He also has a cousin that
was-treated for Attention-Deficit Hyperactwnty Disorder:

~SOC!AL HISTORY: Hewas bornii in Williston; Seuth Carolina:and raised by his' mother. and older
sister. There were no- problems: with his delivery.and he:ret his: developmental milestones on time.

He: reports that'he was.physically abused by his older sister. He reports that she was.ten years older
and would beat him with @ belt. He:denieda. history of sexual abuse. He attendeéd public school but
in the-fith grade was-sent to an alternative school due to fighting. He was:in special education
classes to help himwith writter homework He is:unsure whether these were classes for behavioral
problems or for leamlng difficulties: He reports that he was suspended for flghtmg and was eéventually:
expelled.. He deried a “history of cruelty to animals but was involved with the Department of Juvenile:
. Justice on two occasions. He reports that at age:13-he stole sorne. guns: from a stére. He spent six
months in the Department of Juvenile: Justice: after spending 60 days:at Recepnon -and Evaluation.

He reports that he has a sixth: grade education, but that-he was placed in a Special am at the’

‘tenth grade level at Williston-Elko: High School, He reports that he qunt school’s ortly.theréafter. He-

denies gang:involvement..

He has had severat jobs: :He reports:that he worked at the Dayco Manufacturing Plant; at a Dollar.
‘General Store, and for .another manufactunng piant known.as Gypsy ‘Narco. He states that he
worked thereforfour and a half months He receives food stamps.

He has never married but-reports:that he was engaged at one time-to-one of the alleged wctnms He

reports that they had been.in an off and.on relationshipfor. 13:years. He reports that he broke off the,
engagement:-because she would allow her mother and sister to'talk bad about him. They: have two

childrén'together, 9-year-old: Christopher Jr. and 8-year-old Adoncia,
Mr. Byars has never-been incarcerated in the South Carolina Department of Corrections.

MENTAL STATUS EXAM:  Mr. Byars was alert and. ofiéntedto person, place, day, date and

time, He was neatly groomed and cooperative with the'interview. He made good eye contact. He’
had numerous tattoos including his nicknamie, ‘Sabian, on his right arm. He had a bumblebee-

tattooed on his-eft arm as'well.as the name Tasha. He was.abléto regxster three:objects: but could

not recall them after five minutes;. even when given:a prompt. However, his short:term memory
during the clinical interview: did not: appearimpaired. Fuithermore, he was able to fecall significant:

pastipersonal.information. We found no:evidence.of cliically significant long--or:short-term memory
impairment. Hisfund of knowledge was in the avérage range: Hé could name: the current President
and two past Presidents, He'was also able to state that Hillary Clinton and Donald; Trump-were
currently running for President. His. ability.to concentrate was'intact as- evidenced: by his:pedfcrmance
in 'spelling the word world backwards without error.. He was' also: able to perform.a calculation,
correctly subtracting $0.67:from $1.00::howeéver, he was noted to use his fmgers when’ performmg this
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calculation.. His: -ability to think abstractly was limited.. He had difficulty placmg similar objects into.
abstract categories. He was able:to interpret the simple proverb; what goes around comes aiounid.
His judgment to_a hypothetical situation was -good. He destribed his mood as two.on a scale of one
to ten with-one being severely depressed and'ten being euphortc His affect was also sad and
depressed. His speech was: very low in‘volume. He reported auditory hallucinations -that were
described in.a manner that is typical in psychotrc mental illness. He only hears them at night when
thereis a little environmental'stimulation: P umerous other symptoms of depression. He
denied delusional thinking. His thinking was logical' and” goal directed without loosening of
associations or flight of ideas. Although he had evidence of disturbed thought content

(hallucinations), he did not have evidence of disturbed thought process..
/

DIAGNOSTIC FORMULATION: Mr, Byars has a ciear hxstory of Major Depressrve Dlsorder He.

continues lo experience. depressive symptoms in-the absence of access to substances so his

depression cannot be: merely attributed to his substance use. Heis currently not receiving treatment.

“for his depression. This examiner called the detention center but they do not have the ability to treat

mental iliness. This.examiner also spoke with Mark Bmktey, DMH head of outpatient mental health

services, and he was going to call the Orangeburg Mental Health Center to see if someone could see
Mr. Byars in the detention:center in Bamberg.. I'also made the detention center aware of Mr. Byars
_suicidal thinking, although Mr. Byars denied suicide intent. Given the fact that:Mr. Byars experiences
[ depressed mood, sleep: disturbance, -appetite disturbance, anhedonia (lack.of interest in activities),

poor:concentration, tearful episodes, and suicidal xdeas he would meet dxagnoshc cntena for: Ma;or

~ Depression, Severe wuth Psychotrc Features

. k

The rationale: for the diagnoses of Alcohol Use Disorder and Cannabrs Use Disorder are contamed in
the sectron above entitied “Alcohol and’ Substance Use Hrstory' * : -

CONCLUSION REGARD!NG CAPACITY TO STAND TRIAL Mr. Byars is aware: of the
charges against him and he appreciates their sericusness. He knows: that he.can be incarceratedif
convicted, but did not know the maximum sentence he could receive. He identified his attorney by
name as the person that could provide this information. He states that the job:of his attorney is “to -

help me get the help 1 need and to try to get me out of jail.” He states that he has met with his.

aftorney ontwo occasions:and can-tell him everythmg he remembers-about the al!egatlons against
him. He understands the role of the judge in deciding a sentence. He states thatthe solicitor ‘wants:
to.see me gotojail.” He is aware of the adversarial role of the solicitor in the courtroom. He states
that a jury consists-of people who'sitin a box and tell the judge if they find you gualty ornotguilty. He
was aware of the number of jurors-on a jury-as wetl as the unanimous reqmrement fora jury verdict.

He was abie to define the pleas of gwlty and not gu:lty He vmt:ally described a plea bargain as "the

time your lawyer gets you." He understands thatin a plea bargain he would have to'agree to plead

guilty in order to receive a reduced sentence. He would be competent to accept or reject a plea offer -

in his case.” He states that his attorney’s investigator met with ‘him recently .and .mentioned the.
“possibility of the charges being reduced to Assault and Battery of a ngh and. Aggravated Nature.
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Mr. Byarswas ableto solve a:hypothétical problem involvingithe courtroom.. Hence, if awitness was-
.lymg -about him-on the witness.stand hée would tell his-attorney.- He appreciates the importance of
" appropriate courtroom behavior. He was able to define evidence as:“the stuff: they got againstyou.™
" He furthier identified evidenceas the statement of-witnesses, including: his:stepson:. He was aware
also that a weaponcould be used:as evidence as well as the. testimony.of the alleged victim. He was
able to-state his desired. outcome in his case: He.was able to define: probat/on and-is-aware of the
requirements of someone. placed oh probation. :He stateson probatnon 'you getto:go home but you
have to come back:and see someone. - — your probation:officer.” ‘He is-aware that he could not getin
further trouble, could not leave the- state, and could not use drugs. Mr. Byars: required. sormg
-education about his:right-against self-incrimination: However, he'is ableto understand that he could

‘not be forced to: testify.at trial.

Mr. Byars ‘appears to have a factual understanding of the legal system and the rational ability to
consult-with his attorney regarding a defense. Although heris: depressed-at the current time, His:
depress:on is not interfering with his understandmg of the legal system -and ability to answer
questions in a: rational manner. It is 6ur opinion that he currently has: the .capacity, to stand trial
pursuant to State vs, Blair, 275 S.C. 529,273 S.E. 2d:536 (1981).and S. C. Code Ann.§44-23-410.

(1976).

RLF/bds
D:  05/06/2016
RT/EM: 05/06/2016:
- FIEM: 05106/2016:
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CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY AND'CAPACITY TO CONFORM EVALUATION
B i FORENSIC EVALUATION SERVICE
" SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH (SCDMH)

DATE OF EVALUATION: May 5, 2016

PRESIDING EXAMINER; ' Richard L. Frierson, MD, DFAPA
Professor of Clinical Psychiatry- -
University of South Carolina School of Medicine

SECOND EXAMINER: Katie Chambers; MD
Resident in Psychiatry
Unlvers:ty of South Carolina-School of Medicine

PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSES: DSM-5 Major Depressive Disorder, Recurrent
:  Severe with psychatic features..
Alcohol Use Disorder, moderate,
Cannabis Use Di's'qrd’er,_ mild..

OPINION-REGARDING CRIMINAL RESPOSIBILITY: Mr. Byars would have been criminally
responsible for his actions-on or about-July 31, 2015,

OPINION REGARDING CAPACITY TO CONFORM: Mr. Byars would.have had sufficient
capacity to.conform his conduct to the requirements of the law on or about July 31,2015,

DISPOSITION: Mr. Byars was returned to thé Bamberg County Detention Center atthe conclusion
of this evaluation, ;

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION: Christopher Byars is-a 32-year-old African American male who
was seen atthe forensic evaluation service pursuant to-a.court order from the Bamberg County Court
of General Sessions. This.court order requested-evaluation of his criminal responsibility and capacity
to conform his conduct to the requirements of the law on or.about July 31, 2015 pursuantto S.C.
Code Ann. §17 24-10 (1976) He is: currently charged with two counts of Attempted Murder and
Possession of a Weapon in Commission of a Violent Crime;, According to the court order it-was

issued for the following reasons: “History of mental.illness.” b

. Prior to participating in the evaluation, Mr. Byars was warned regarding the limitations of
confzdentlahty He was mformed !hat the: evaluation was.court ordered He was mformed thaz the:

his attomey or the solicitor in the case He was mformed that after the evaluatton was completed a
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report would.be-written and sent to his-attorney. ‘He was informed that the reporttould alsogo to the
‘solicitor and the judge:in. his case. He was.informed that the evaluators could be called'to court to
testnfy attrial. Finally, he was informed that the evaluators-were not: provrdmg treatment. He ‘was able,
‘fo.answer questions regardmg this informiation. correctly. and he voluntarily agreed to parttcrpate inthe:

évaluation,

SOURCES OF INFORMATION:;

1, Courtorder: requesting the evaluation received by the.Forensic Evaluatioh-Service on Apnt‘
8;.2016.

2 Arrest Warrant:#2015A-0510100220 for Attempted Miirder.

3. Arrest Warrant #2015A-0510100221 for Attempted Murder..

4, Arrest:Warrant #2015A-0510100222 for Possession of a: Weapon during a Vielent Crime.

5 Incident.Report relatedto the offenses of Attempted Murder and Possession of a Weapon
dunng a Violent Crime dated July 31, 2015

6:  .Incident:Report related to “Civil Action” dated-June 1, 2015

7. Statement of Zyveiar J. : .

8. Three-year driving record for-Alicia Grant:

9.  Statement of Alicia Grant. _

10. ‘Search'Warrants for cell phone.and:  Zorn Street.

1. Three-year driving record for Latosha Jamison..

12.  Three-year driving record forthe. Defendant.

13.  National Crime. Information Center (NCIC) report for the-Defendant.

14.  News article froin WRDW-TV

15.  Asocial-history obtained from.his mother, Gertrude:Byars; by Leslie: Jacabs, LISW.

16.  Medical récords from the Aiken Barnwell Mental Health'Center.

17.  Medical records from the Aurora Pavillion at Aiken Reglonai Medical Center.

18. A two-hour clinical forensic interview on today’s:date..

CLINICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC HISTORY: Mr. Byars is:currently incarcerated in the Bamberg
County Detention Center. He is reportedly in-general population according to'the detention center:
however; he statésithat he is in a special unit and:states that he was:moved there due to *a-conflict of
mterests ’ It is unclear what is meant bythat statement He reports that he rs locked down 23 hours‘
He reports that hrs mood is sad most of the day nearty every day He. reports drfﬁculty sleeplng and'-
only gets a.fewhours of sleep a day: He reports his appetlte is decreased but he cannot tell if he has-
lostweight. He reports low. energy, poor-concentration, and tearful episodes a fewtimes a week. He:
also repoits suicidal ideas but states:that'the inmate in the cell next to him-tells’ him to “leave it:in-
God's-hands.” He has not attempted suicide-and reports: that-he ‘has no current plans to.attempt
suicide: He states that he‘tiied to-get a-bunch of Benadiyl tablets but that the staff at the jail makes.
him'take medication in-front of them so that he cannot heard jit. He:is currently on no.medications in

the jail:
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‘Mr. Byars has had several hospitalizations:at the Aurora Pavillion where. he has been treated for
Major Depressive Disorder. He was admitted from November 15, 2010 until November 17, 2010 with
suicidal thoughts. Hewas: dlagnosed with-Major Depresswe Disorder, Alcohol-Abuse; and Cannabis
Abuse He was’ admztted there from April. 8 2014 through April 15 2014 and recewed a dxscharged

Abuse. Apparentiy he has been depressed sirice approxnmately age 16 when his grandmother died.

He has.made several suicide attempts in his lifetime. He reports-that he has taken overdoses.on
approximately five occasions. He: states that after one of these overdoses he was seen in the
Barnwell County Hospital where he was placed on emergency admission: papers for psychtatnc
admission. He reports that because' no psychiatric.bed was available, he'was housed in the local

" detention ceriter until a bed became available-at Aurora Pavillion. He has been followed periodically
-at the Aiken Barnwell Mental Health Center where he has beén: treated for Major Depressive

Disorder. However, his treatment there has been sporadic. He reports that he has transportation
problems. and -also could: not afford medlcatxon that: he was prescribed.. He was prescribed
antidepressant medicatiors, citalopram. (Celexa )and trazodone. He reports that these medications
were helpful and his condition’ improved while he was taking: them

Records from the mental health center report that in November of 2010'he was at Aurora Pav»llxon
after attempting to hang himself. He has also engaged:in self-mjunous behaviors that were hot
suicide attempts: He reports he has cut on his chest and abdomen in order to *feel better”.. In
addition: to his depressive: symptoms he also reports that he ‘occasionally experiences audutory
hallicinations. He reports that these hallucirations tell hiii to “do it.” He reports that he believes this.

is in reference to-suicide.. He denied wsual hallucinations..

ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE: USE HISTORY: He reports that he would drink a 12-pack of

beerdaily priorto his incarcération. Upon belng incarceraled he experienced withdrawal symptoms:
:=mclud|ng nausea and shakiness. He hasa hlstory of a prior driving.under the influence (DUI) charge.

His drinking has caused interpersonal difficulties in his relationships. ‘He has'demonstrated tolerance.
to thé effects .of alcohol. ‘He would meet the. DSM 5- dlagnostlc criteria for A!cohol Use Disorder,

Moderate.

In addition to his use of alcohol he reports that he smokes six to.seven blunts of maruuana onadaily
basis. He does thiswith friends. Hehasexperienced tolerance to the effects of cannabis'and reports
that at times it has.made him "more paranoid.” He denies failing urine drug:screens, He reports
cravings if he doés net use marijuana but reports that in the past he has not felt a need to decrease
his cannabis’use. He would:meet daagnoshc criteria for Cannabis Use Disordet; Mild.

He reports that he tried cocaine on one occasion; He denies regular.use of ¢ocaine or other ilticit
substances. He denies the use ofintravenous. (IV) drugs.. He denies: haﬁucmogen or oplond abuse.

remove: hts appendxx and h!s tonsils. He takes no meducattons He reports that he is a!lerglc to
mustard.
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FAMILY HISTORY His mother; Gertrude Byars, is -56-years-old and works at ‘a local
manufacturing plant. Shé has no hrstory of mental health treatment. His father, Don'Wilson, lives in
New York City.and has not been-a parf of his life. He has.one older sister: Thereisa family hlstory of
mentaliliness. He reports-that his aunt was tiéated for Bipalar Disorder. He.also'has a cousm that

was:treated-for Attention-Deficit Hyperactlvrty Disorder.

SOCIAL HISTORY: He-was born inWilliston, South Carolina and raised:by his:miother and older
sister. There:were no: problems with his delivery and hie met-his developmental milestones on time:

He reports thathe was physrcally abused by his older sister. He reports that she was ten years older
and would:beat him with a belt. He denied-a hustory of sexual abuse. He attended public school but
in the fitth grade was sent-to an alternative school due to. fighting. He was. in special education
classes to help-him with written homework. He is.unsure whéther these were classes for behavioral
problems or for learning difficulties.. He reports that he was suspended for fightingand was eventually
expelled.. He deniéd a history of cruelty to animals but was involved withthe Department of Juvenile-
Justice ontwo.qccasions: .He reports thatat age 13 he stole some guns:from a:store. He spentsix
months in‘the Department of Juvenile Justice after:spending-60 days at Reception:and Evaluation.

He reports that'he has-a sixth grade education, but'that'he was placed in a. special program at the.
tenth grade level-at Williston Elko High: School ‘He reports that'he quit:school shortly thereafter. He'

denies gang: involvement:

He:has had-several jObS He réports that he worked at; ‘the Dayco Manufactunng Plant, at a Dollar:
‘General Store, and for another manufactunng plant known. as Gypsy' Narco: He states:that he
worked there for four ‘and.a half months He receéives food stamps.

repons that they had been in-an off and on reIatlonshlp for 13 years He reports thathe. broke off the
engagement because she'would allow her mother and sister to-talk bad abotit him. ‘They have two

children togethier, 9-year-old Chnstopher Jr, dnd 8-year-old Adoricia.
Mr..Byars:has ne'veri'been-’inéaro‘erated_-.infthé‘ South Carolina Department of Corrections.

MENTAL STATUS EXAM: Mr: Byars was alert and oriented to person, place; day; date and.
time. He was neatly'groomed and cooperative with the interview: He made good eye contact. He
had numerots tattoos including his nickname, Sabtan ‘on his right arm. He had :a bumblebee
tattooed.on his left arm as well as the name Tasha. He'was:able to register three objects but:could'
not recall them: after five minutes, -even when givén- a:prompt. However, his shortiterm. ‘memory
during the-clinical interview did not appear: tmparred Furthetmore, he was able to recall significant
pastpersonal information. We found no evidence:of clinically significant long=or short-term:memory
impairment.. His fund.of knowledge was in:the average range. He:could name the-current.President:
and: twor past Presidents: He was-also able to state that: Hillary Clintory and Dondld: Trump were’
currently running for Président. His ability to concentrate was intact as evidenced by his performance:
in spelling the word world backwards without error. He was :also able to perform a calculation,
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correctly subtracting $0.67 from $1.00; however, he was noted to use hlS fingerswhen performing this
calculation. His ability to think abstractly was limited. He had difficulty: placing similar objects into
abstract categories. He was ableto interpretthe simple:proverb, what goes around comes-around.
His. Judgment toa hypothetlcal situation.was: good He.described his friood as two on a scale of one
o ten with one being severely depressed and ten being: euphoric, His affect was also sad and.
depressed ‘His 'speech: was very low.in volume. He reported auditory’ hallucinations: that were
described in a:manner that is typical'in psychotic mentaliliness. Heonly hears them at-night when
thereis a little:environmental stimulation. He reports numerous other symptoms. of depression. He:
denied delusional ‘thinking: -His :thinking was logical and goal.directed without loosening of
associations or fllght of ideas. Although he had evidence of disturbed thought. content

(hallucinations), he:did not have evidence of disturbed thought process.

DIAGNOSTIC. FORMULAT&ON Mr Byars has a clear history of Major Depresswe Disorder. He:
contlnues to experience depressnve symptoms. in the absence of access to substances so his
depresslon cannot be merely attributed to his substance use. Heiscurrently notreceiving treatment
for-his depression. This examiner called the detention center but 1hey do not have the: ablllty totreat
mentaliliness. This:examiner also:spoke with Mark Binkley, DMH-head of outpatiént mental health
services, and he was going to call the Orangeburg Mental Health Center to see if someone could see
Mr. Byars in'the detention center in Bamberg. | also made the detention center aware of Mr. Byars

suicidal thinking, although Mr. Byars-denied suicide intent. Giventhe fact that Mr Byars experiences
depressed.mood, sleep disturbance, appetite.disturbance,.anhedonia (Iack of interest in activities),

poor concentration, tearful episodes, and suicidal ideas, he would meet. diagnostic criteria for Major

Depression, Severe with Psychotic Features.

The rationale for.the: dlagnoses of Alcohol Use Disorder and Cannabls Use Disorder are contained in
the section above entitled "Alcohol.and Substance Use History.”

CONCLUSION REGARDING CRIMINAL RESPONSlBlLITY‘ Mr. Byars reports thatonthe
day of the alleged offense he was supposed’to bring money to Latosha Jamison; because. he had
received unemployment income, but the money was being placed:on a.card the next:morning.. He.
‘states he:came to the house and he and Latosha had:sexual relations. He reports thatafterwards
'she became mad whien he told her. than his: unemployment card would not have available money-until
the nextday. He states he walked in:the living room and she had a. gun in the chair.. He states he:
snatchedthe gun and it went off- acc1dentally He denies: possessmg the weapon or attempting to
shootthealleged victims. He'doesnotrelate symptoms of mental ilnessor depressnon tothe alleged‘
offenses, His version-of events is-self:protective.. It is our-opinion’ that he'would have been able to
dlstmgu:sh legal and’ moral right from: legal or. ‘moral wrong and. to recognize: the: particular acls
charged as legally or morally'wrong. Therefore it is-our opinion: that he'would have been crlmlnallyf
responsible for his actions on-orabout July 31, 2015 pursuantto S. C, Code Ann.:§17-24-10(1976).

CONCLUSI@N REGARDlNG CAF’AC!TY TO CONFORM Although Mr Byars hasa hlstory
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or other symptom:that would have impaired his.capacity:to conform his conductto the requirements
of the law. N

RLF/bds |
D: 05/06/2016
RT/EM:  05/06/2016
FIEM: 05/06/2016 (rif)
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COUNTY OF BAMBERG - SECOND JUDICAL CIRCUIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

The State-of South Carolina, - |

- MOTION FOR

| - OF SENTENCE

Christopher Byars, " Indictment 2016GS0500100
Defendant ABHAN

Defendant moves-the honorable court to reconsider the sentence of 20
years imposed on.August 1%, 2016. This motion is based on considerations of

justice and mercy and such other factors as the Court:may deem appropriate.

Aiken, South Carolina . ~

August 3,2016 Michael Chesser
Attorney for the Defendant
PO Box 1018
Aiken, SC 29802-1018
chesserlaw@gmail.com
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STATE OF SOUTH. CAROLIN(}7 UG -4 5 IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT.

H I0:
COUNTYOF BAMBERG )SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LS
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLIN ! |
‘ ORDER DENYING MOTION TO
V. RECONSIDER SENTENCE
CHRISTOPHER BYARS, * o 2016-GS-05-00100
Defendant.

This matter camé before-the Court: on the: Defendant’s motion'to reconsider the sentence
imposed by this Court.on the above referenced indictment. The Defendant pled guilty.to.one count
of Assault and Battery of a High and Aggravated Nature on August 1, 2016. In exchange. for'the
plea, the State dismissed two additional charges sternming from this same incident. Additionally, the
State agreed to allow the Defendant to plead guilty to'the charge of ABHAN where the original
charge was attempted murder, capping the Defendan(’s exposure at twenty (20) years. The
Defendant was represented at the plea by Michael Chesser of the Aiken County Bar. ;Follqwihgiher
plea, this court sentenced. the Defendant to confinement in the South Carolina. Department; of
Correctiofis for a tefm-of twenty (20) years. Mr. Chiesser-and the Deferidant subsequently’ ﬁled\
.separate, timely motions to reconsider the sentence imposed.

Based upon the recitation of the facts from the Solicitor-at the guilty plea, the Defendant and
‘the-victim, Ms. Latosha Jamison had been ,-i.n__a-long;t_enn,_albgit-tumultuous, romantic relationship.
On the night of July-31, 2015, Byars and-Jamison were involved in a verbal altercation that ended
when Byars retrieved a shotgun from the porch of Jarison’s home. Byars then came back into the
living room where he shot Jamison in the abdomen before:fleeing the scene: Byars-wasarrestedata
motel-in Orangeburg County the following evening. |

After considering the information provided ‘in the motions to reconsider, I find it is not
necessary to have a formal hearing on the motions. The Deferdarit has not piovided sufficient
justification for this Court to amend its previously issued sentence. Counsel for the Defendant
previously brought the Defendant’s lack of .signi'ﬁcant _‘pﬁor criminal history, family ties, and mental
health history to the attention of the Court at the initial sentencing hearing. This Court does not find:

these matters which were préviously consideréd at the time of sentencing justify any change:in the.



sentence imposed. Considering the circumstances of the-offense, the-actions of this Defendant
‘threat¢;§ed'the. lives-of the victim and the minor.children that were in the résidence at the timé of the:
“shooting. Ms. Jamison suffered substantial financial and emotional hardship-asa result of being shot
by the Defendant. At thetime of the plea, just over a year after the incident, she continued to suffer
pain and-anxiety fromthe‘incident. This Court’s sentence, While substantial, was justified because

the Defendant was allowed to plead to an offense which capped his exposure.at twenty years:

Based -on the: foregoing, the: Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider the senténce: previously
imposed by this Court is hereby DENIED:
ITIS SO'ORDERED,

Casey L. Manni

ase) ot
Presiding Judge;”
Second Judicial Circit




STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT FOR

)
) . ASSAULT AND BATTERY OF A
)
)

COUNTY OF BAMBERG HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE

§16-03-600(B)(1)

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 8, 2016, the Grand Jurors:

of Bamiberg. Countypresent upon their oath;

That CHRISTOPHER ANTOINE BYARS did in Bamberg County on or about July
31,2015, commit an-assault and battery upon Latosha Jamison resulting in great bodily
injury, and the act'was accomplished. by a means likely‘to produce death or great bodily
injury, to-wit: shooting Latosha Jamison in the abdomen-with a shotgun. Allin violation.

of §16:3-600(B)(1) Code of Laws of South-Carolina (1976), as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of. the-State, :arid contrary to.the statute in such case made: and

‘provided. m

J. STROM:THURMOND,

SOLICITOR




NITNESSES
‘3amberg County SheriffsOffice-
Alonza .Jenkins

:-aw Enforcement Case #: 2015-0555

‘DWM

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

2015A0510100220

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

?o;eperéon;_:’of'@rap'd.JufyA '
Jate: August 4, 2016

VERDICT

CDR #: 3411

Foreperson of Pelit Jury
- Date:

DOCKET NO. 2016650500100

12°]

The State of South Carolina
;_C{,bunty.aof Bamberg

— e

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

AUGUST TERM 2016

THE STATE.
Vs,

- ‘CHRISTOPHER ANTOINE BYARS .

Indictment for

 ASSAULT AND BATTERY OF
A HIGH AND AGGRAVATED NATURE

§16-03-0600(B)(1)

"J. STROM THURMOND, SOLICITOR
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COUNTY ,OF ___Bamberg; ) e 55
STATE T VS o ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: ___2016GS0500100

S Christopher Antoine. Byars <) A/W#: _2015A0510100220

T et s — y  Dateof Offense: _7/31/2015

~R295'§ Black Sex:. M . Age: 32 ) S.C.Code § : 16-03- 600{B)(l)

DOB: _ ‘i ) CDRCode: _ 3411

Address: ©  Dicks. St )

City,State;,Zip:.  'Willi SC 29853:2727

DIS"# dp.. Williston, SCS%%%SB 2727 % SENTENCE.SHEET

*CDL Yes[] No[] CMV. Yes[] ‘No[] Hazmat Yes[] No[] 0-20 ‘[’eo‘“

In disposition of the said indictment:comes now.the Défendant who was D CONVICTED OF or XJPLEADS

T0: —Assau}( and Battery of 2 High-and. Aggmvated Nature.  srmeess S e .

i violation' of § 16 03-600(B)(1) of the S. C Code of Laws;; beanng CDR Code # 34'11 )
(] NON-VIOLENT ~ [X VIOLENT [XSERIOUS [JMOSTSERIOUS  [JMandatory GPS(CSC [1§17-2545

The charge is: [ Aslndicted, [JLesserIncluded Offénse,.
The plea i IS\ B}Wrthout Negotiations or Recommendauon

ATTEST &D\é\\ﬂm | UQ‘SS?)

Millef, David Warren.  -SC Bar#

WHEREFORE, the| Defendant i 1s conimiited to the
for a-determinate term of- ays/mor

and/or to pay a fine of S
of$

prob ; on whrch are mcorporated by reference

[1/CONCURRENT or N CONSECUTIVE to.sentence on:.
The Defendant is.to be: given credit fo

by:the State Department of Corrections: -

] The'Defendant is to be placed on the entral Regrstry of.

; plus costs and assessments as apphcable‘ the'balance is. suspended with probation for

w/minor st or Lewd Act) o
EDefendam ‘Waives Presentment to’ Grand J ury: C . (defendant S, ‘im'tials)

) I Ne_g_ptlated ‘Séntence,
?;".- T

_&fate Depirtment of Corrections,

E] u'rider thé Youthful Offender-Act. fiot'to exceed’

D Reco ymendation by the State.

ANy
"SC Bar#:

[[] County Detention Center;.

Artormay T Defondant

: years:
~ days/months/years and/or payment

S0,

seéud "eg ok pursuant 10'S:C. Code §17:25-135.

e served ?uam 10 S
L\l{bu

400 b-calculated and applied

=

Pursuantto 18.U.S.C Section 922,it:is unlawful for a person convicted ofa. violation.of Section 16-25-20.or 16-25-65 (Domestic.
Violénce.) to ship, transport, possess, or.receive a ﬁrearm or ammunition:

SPECIAL CONDITIONS::
[(RESTITUTION: (] Deferred (] Def. Waives Hearing [ Orderes  'PTUP ‘
Total: § plus 20% fee: _$ . ___ days/hours Public Service Employmerit:
Payment Terms:: ___ ObainGED [
[J Setby SCDPPFS.. Attenid Voe: Reliab: or Job Corp:.
S May-serve'W/E begining
Recipient: . - Substancé Abuse Counseling. [
*Fine: 3 Random: Drug/Alcohol testing O
§ 14-1:206 (Assessmems 1075 %) 8 ‘Eine fnay be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly-
§ 14- 1-211(A)(])(Conv Surchargc) $100 § sp0.00 - pnts. of § begmmng _
§14-1-211(A)(2) (DUL Surcharge) $100 8 ‘ ' 5 paid.to Public:Defender Fund
§. 56:5 -2_995 (Dl)l Assessment) $12 $ O'th;);——_
§ . 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test). $25°  § ) "
Proviso:61.6.(Public Def/Probation). $500 § |
§ 14:1-212(Law-Enforce: Funding) $25 § 2 5.0
§ 14-1-213-(Drug Court Surcharge) $150 S
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50:  §
- § 56-5:2942(J) (Vehicic Assessment) ‘$40/fea § . O Appomted PDor appomted othér counsel,
3%to County (if'paid in installments) S 3.7 .. Proviso'61.6 requu'es $500 bé paid to Clerk

TOTAL 8,386 75
€ferkof Court/. Depuity Clerk “1)ﬂ,¢~'_c“ A (fﬁo Mg A
Court Reporter ﬁre,r\bﬁ S Q u\Q,\ 4.

SCCAR1? (0712016)

dunng probation gj
any | othér. fees

ghal] be ccllected before:

Presiding Judge
Judge Code:
Sentence Date:




‘Counsel.for-appellant certlﬁes that thlS Record on' Appeal contams all materlal proposed

'to be mcluded by any of the partles and not any. other miaterial and that this Record oon. Appeal’

This 23rd day of July, 2018,

Apnl 15 2014 order ﬁ‘om the South Carolma

’r;l;{%egpeetﬁ‘llly ‘Smeiﬁﬁa,

auraR. Baer
ppellate Defender :

uth Carolina Commission on: Indlgent Defense ,

“::.-\‘; liv1s1on of Appellate Defense
POBox 11589 + . -

olumbla S: C 29211 1589

U ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Laura R. Baer
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 23rd day of July, 2018.

RECEIVED
JuL 23 2018
SC Court of Appeals



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA /),
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS (87

Appeal from Bamberg County F&o

Honorable L. Casey Manning, Circuit Court Judge %

%
THE STATE, 00 é‘?ép,? 'é

RESPONDENT,‘?%
95/ .
dy

CHRISTOPHER ANTOINE BYARS,
APPELLANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a copy of the Record on Appeal in the above-referenced case has been
served upon J. Benjamin Aplin, Esquire, at the Rembert Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly Street,
Room 519, Columbia, SC 29201, this 23rd day of July, 2018.

PErE

Tyler Cheney
Administrative Specialist

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me
this 23rd day of July, 2018.

\N\WVVL/ (L.S)

Notary Publicor South Carolina
My Commission Expires: May 12, 2027.




