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(PROCEEDINGS, MAY 7, 2012)

THE COURT: All right, solicitor.

MR. SHIFLET: May it.please the court, Your Honor,
at this time the State calls the case of Timothy.Wayne
Alford for driving under tﬁe influence, second offeﬁse, B.A.
level less than .10, True Billed indictment
2112-GS-46-00298.

Your Honor, it's my understanding at this time
that the defense counsel and I have agréed that at this
point we will simply pick a jury in this case and not enter
into the. pretrial phase at this point. I think we might
take care of a few housekeeping mattérs, if the court.is in
agreement with that.

THE COURT: Is there any pretrial matters we need
to take up that would be pertinent to the drawing of a jury,
cdunsel?

MS. SIKORA: Nothing from the defense, Your Honor,
other than the facf that at 2:30 I did bring up a suit for
my client and asked him if he would wear it for the frial
and he told.me that he was not interested in wearing it
and -- |

THE COURT: Let me explain that to him. Let me go
over .that with him. I understood that he didn't want to
dress in civil attire but wanted to stay in a jumpsuit.

Let me explain to you, Mr. Alford, you have a
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right -- our interests, the court's interests, is to seeing
to it that you get a féir trial, fair to you and fair to the
State as well, but a fair trial, and it has been required by
the court when a person is going to trial, that they have a
right to dress.out in civilian attire to avoid any prejudice
to the defendant which might occur as a result of a jury
seeing that person in an orange jumpsuit knowing they are in
jail. So that's the purpose of it is to allow you to dress
out. Obviously you don't have to dress out. You can be in

an orange jumpsuit, but that could result in some prejudice

‘to you with members of.the jury. I don't know whether it

would or wouldn't, but the courts have ruled -- our courts
have ruled that a person is entitled to be dressed in
civilian attire for the trial to avoid'any possible
prejudice that might result to.them as.a result of the jury
seeing them in an orange jumpsuit and knowing that they are
in jail at the present time. Do you understand the purpose
of fhe ruling why you would be allowed to dress out?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Sir, you have to speak so the court
reporter has to hear you.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes; sir.

THE COURT: Whatever we say has to be on the
record, since we are getting started with your case.

Would you like to change your mind and go get
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dressed?

THE DEFENDANT: ' Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Why don't we do this. We
really an}t be able to get started -- well( we aré not

doing any pretrial. Let's let him get dressed befofe we
bring.any jurors up here so he won't be prejudiced by that.
We can't do anything without his presence, so we will just
take five.

I would say strikes are five and five. We can do

that and we will go ahead and draw an alternate while we got

a chance. It would be two and one.
(Whereupon, proceedings were recessed)
(Whereupon, proceedings were reconvened)
'THE COURT: 1Is there anything else we néed to do
before'we.bring the‘jury up?
MR. SHIFLET: Just briefly, Your Honor.

The State's ﬁnderstanding with regard to

‘jurisdiction in this case is that the defense does intend to

stipulate to the jurisdiction.
THE COURT: 1Is that correct, counsel?

MS. SIKORA: May it please the court, yes, Your

- Honor.

THE COURT: All right. For the benefit of the

defendant, in case he doesn't really understand that is if

you -- in order to try the defendant for a second offense
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DUI, they have to prove first offense DUI. And if you
stipulate that this would be a second offense, then the
State cannot bring before the jury that you have been
convicted of another DUI. So all they would know is that
this is a DUI, like a first.

If you didn't stipulate to the jurisdiction, they
would be entitled to bring out that you had a prior DUI.
Now they. would not, based on the stipulation. Do you
understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. I think we are
ready then to bring the jury up. All we are going to get
done today I think is draw the jury, and I will give them
some instructions and then we will save the ofher. We will
see if we have any time to do any pretrial this afternoon.
If not, we will do it in thermorning, but we will see.

All right, is everybody ready then? We are ready.

MS. SIKORA: Yes, Your Honor. |

MR. SHIFLET: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Strikes, as I told you before, would
be five for defense and five .for the State. We will draw
one alternété juror. Defense would get two strikes. The
State would get one strike. That's as to the alternate.

Let's bring the jury up, please, ma'am.

THE CLERK: They are on their way.
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(Whereupon, the jury venire 'panel entered the
courtroom)

THE COURT: Goéd.afternoon, ladies and gentlemen
of the jury panel.

We are about to go into a trial in the matter of
the State of South Carblina versus Timothy Wayne Alford,
spelled A-L-F-O-R-D.

The State charges Mr. Alford with the offense of
driving under the influence. To that Chérge the defendant
has pled not guilty, and we are about to go into a triai on
that charge.

The State is represented in this case by assistant
solicitor John Mark Shiflet.

Solicitor, please stand and let the jury see who
you are.

Thank you. You may be seated.

Is anyoné on the jury panel related by blood or
marriage, friends with, or_have any other type‘sociél,
busineés, or professional relationship with John Mark
Shiflet? If so, piease stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: 1Is anyone on the jufy panel related by
blood or marriage? friénds with, or have any other type
social, business, or professional relationship with anyone

who works in the Sixteenth Circuit solicitor's office? If
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so, please stand.
(No response)
THE COURT: The defendant, Timothy Wayne Alford,

is represented in this case by attorneys Amy Sikora and Mark

.McKinnon.

Counsel, please stand, and ask Mr. Alford if he
will stand, just so theé jury can see who he is in person.

Thank you. You may be seated.

Is anyone on the jury panel related by blood or

marriage, friends with, or have any other type social,

. business, or professional relationship with Timothy Wayne

Alford? If so, please stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Is anyone on the jury panel related by
blood or marriage, friends with, or have any other type
social, business, or professional relationship with either
Amy Sikora or Mark McKinnon? If so, please stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: 1Is anyone on the jury panel related by
blood or marriage, friends with, or have any other type
social, business, or professional relationship with anyone
who works in the York County Public Defender's office? If
so, please stand.

{(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel

11
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either -- well, let me back up one and ask you with regard
to possible witnesses in this case.

Is anyone on the jury panel related by blood or
marriage, friends with, or have any other type social(
business or professional relationship with Deputy Matthew
Palmer, who is -employed with the York County Sheriff's
Department? " If so, please stand. -

Is anyone on the jury panel related by blood or
marriage, friends with, or have any other type social,
business, or professional relationship with William Russell
Adkins, spelled A-D-K-I-N-S? If so, please stand.

(No response) |

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel,
either presently or in the past, ever béen employed by or
volunteered with any city, county, state or federal law
enforcement agency or law enforcement's victim witness
assistance program? If so, please stand.

(No response) -

THE COURT; Is any member of the jury panel
related by blood or mgrriage or close personal friends with
any person who is now or has ever been employed by or
volunteered with any city, county, state, or federal law
enforcement agency or law enforcement's victim assistance
program? If so, please stand.

Yes, sir, please give us your name and number,
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sir.

JUROR NUMBER 65: Juror 65, Jason T. Herring, and
my father was a police officer.. He retired -- fof the City
of Rock Hill and he retired in late seventies.

THE COURT: Sir, is there anything about that
relationship that would interfere in any way with your
ability to give both sides a fair and impartial trial in
this case?

JUROR NUMBER 65: No.

THE COURT: Please give ﬁs your number again.

JUROR NUMBER 65: Juror 65.

THE:COURT: 65. Thank you, sir.

JUROR NUMBER 65: Thank you.

THE COURT: fes, sir, please -- I'm sorry, yes,
sir, please give us your name and number.

JUROR NUMBER 83: My name is Wallace Martin. My
number is 82.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

JUROR NUMBER 83: 83. 83.

I have got a lot of friends that are deputies, as
far as within the City of Charlotte. My daughter's best
friend and her husband, they live side by side in Rock Hill.
He is a member of the Rock Hill Police Department.

THE COURT: " Sir, is there anything about those

relationships that would interfere in any way with your

13
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ability to give both the State and the defendant Timothy
Wayne Alford a fair and impartial trial in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 83: ©No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Yoﬁ may be seated.

Please give us' your name and number, sir.

' JUROR NUMBER 160: My name is Otha Smith, number
160. | \

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

JURCR NUMBER 160: I was a vdlunteer chaplain for
the Chester County Sheriff's Department.

THE COURT: ' Sir, is there anything about that
relationship that would interfere in any way with your
abifity\to-give both sides a fair and impartial trial in
this case?

JUROR NUMBER 160: No, sir.-

THE COURT: .Thank you, sir. You may be seated.

Yes, sir, please give us your name and number.

JUROR NUMBER 117: Carl Robinson, number 117. My
son 1s currently a police officer in Fort Mill. |

THE COURT: Sir, is there anything about that
relationship that would interfere in any way with your
ability to give both sides a fair and impartial trial in
this case?

’JUROR NUMBER 117: ©No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. You may be seated.
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>Anyone else?.

(No response)

THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel,
either presently or in the past, ever been employed by or
volgnteered with ény city, counﬁy, state, or federal
prosecutor's office or prosecutor's victim witness
assistance program? If so, please stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jﬁry panel,
either presently or in the past, ever been employed by or
volunteered with any city, county, state, or federal public.
defender's program? If so, please stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Is any member of the jury panel
related by blocod or marriage or close personal friends with
any person who is now or has ever been employed by or
volunteered with any city, county, state, or federal
prosecutor's office or prosecutor's victim witness
assistance program? If so, please stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel ever
contributed to or volunteered time with Mothers Against
Drunk Driving, Students Against Drunk Driving, Citiiens
Against Violence Everywhere, or any other similar

organization that lobbies on behalf of victims or lobbies
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for tougher sentences for criminal offenders? 1If so, please
stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of .the jury panel ever
contributed money to the Fraternal Order of Police, the
South Carolina Law EnforcamentvOfficers Association, or any
organization that supports the police or law enforcement?

If so, please stand.

Yes, ma'am, please give us your name and number,
ma'am. |

JUROR NUMBER 159: Janet Rainey, 159.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

JUROR NUMBER 159: Contributions to the FOP.

THE COURT: Ma'am, is there anything about your
support of that organization that would interfere in any way
with your.ability to give both sides a fair and impartial
trial in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 159: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. You may be seated.

Yes, ma'am.

JUROR NUMBER'62: Juror 62. I have contributed to

THE COURT: Please give your name for the record.
JUROR NUMBER 62: Susan Haugh.

THE COURT: Ma'am, is there anything about your
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support of that organization that would interfere in ény way
with your ability to give both éides a fair and impartial
trial in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 62: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. You may bé'seéted.

Yes, sir.

JURQR NUMBER 160: Otha Smith, number 160. I
contribute to the -- .

THE-COURT: Ifm sorry, who?

JUROR NUMBER 160: Contributions to the FOP.

THE COURT: FOP.

Sir, is there anything about your supporf of that
organization that would interfere in any way with-your
ability to give both sides a fair and impartial trial in
this case?

JUROR NUMBER 160: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Yes, ma'am, please give us your name and number,
ma'am.

JUROR NUMBER 143: Juror 143( Deanna Williams.

I have also contributed to the FOP;

THE COURT: Ma'am, is there anything about your
support of that organization that would interfere in any way
with your-ability to give both sides a fair and impartial

trial in this case?

17




18

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

JUROR NUMBER 143: No, sir.

THE COURT: -Thank you, ma'am.

Yes, sir.

JUROCR NUMBER 119¥ Larry Sanderson, number 119.
Contributions to York County Sheriff's Department.

THE COURT: Sir, is there anything about your
support of that organization that would interfere in any way
with your ability to give both the Staté and the defendant a
fair and impartial'trial in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 119: « No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. You may be seated.

Anyone else? |

(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel --
and this allegedly occurred on November the 6th, 2011, in
York County, in case that would cauée you to know if you
knew anything about this case.

Has any member of the jury panel‘had any prior
knowledge about this case from any source, including the
media, before coming here to court today? If so, please
stand.

(No response)

THE COURT: Has any member of the jury panel
formed or expressed an opinion as to the guilt or innocence

of the defendant Timothy Wayne Alford? If so, please stand.
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(No response)

THE COURT: 1Is any member of the jury panel
conscious of any interest, bias, or prejudice for or adainst
the defendant Timothy Wayne Alford? If so, please stand.

(No response) |

THE COURT: Can each member of the jury panel give

both the State and the defendant Timothy Wayne Alford a fair

and impartial trial in this case? If not, please stand.

(No response) .

THE COURT: Does any member of the jury panel know
of any reason whatsoever why he or she should not serve as a
juror in this particular case? If so, please stand.

(No response)

Yes, ma'am, I'migoing to get you -- I'm going to
take your response down front. Please come down front.

(Whereupon, the following was an on-the-record
bench conference)

THE COURT: Give us your name and number for the
recofd.

JUROR NUMBER 20: boris Cain. 20.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

JUROR NUMBER 20: My brother-in-law was struck and
killed by a drunk driver.

THE COURT: -Okay. Let me ask you, given your

experience in that regard --
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JURCR NUMBER 20: I don't think I would be fair.

THE COURT: You don't think that you could be fair
and impartial in this case?

| JUROR NUMBER 20: No.

THE COURT: Well, I understand.. I appreciate your
honesty. I'm not going to require you to sit on this
particular jury) so just stay with the jury panel and follow
instructions. We will excuse you from this case. Thank
you.

JUROR NUMBER 20: Thank you.

(Whereupon, the on-the-recofd bench conference was
concluded)

THE COURT: Any additional questions requested of
the jury panelvfrom the State? -

MR. SHIFLET: Nonme from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defense?

MS. SIKCRA: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, please give us a.juryi

THE CLERK: When I call yoﬁr name, 1if you would
come fOrward.i There will be a bailiff standing up front.

Number 139, Wendy Watson.

What says the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present thé juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat .this juror.




Cft 1 THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
| 2 When I call your name, if you have any belongings
. 3. with you, if you would bring those up as well when you come
4 | forward. |
i 5 Number 32, John Cook.
|
i 6 What say you for the State?
| 7 : MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.
8 THE CLERK: And the defense?
9 MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.
10 THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
11 Number 61, Brian Hartzog.
12 What say you for the State? .
13 MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.
14 : THE CLERK: And the defense?
15 MS. SIKORA: Please excuse this juror.
16 THE CLERK: You are excused f;om this case.
17 Number 83, Wallace Martin.
18 What say you for the State?
19 MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.
20 THE CLERK: And the defense?
21 _ - MS. SIKORA: .Please excuse this juror.
A 22 THE CLERK: You are excused froﬁ this case.
23 Number 49, Linda Foster.
24 What say you for the State?

{Eﬁ 25 MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.
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THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 146, Brenda Williamsdn.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS.. SIKORA: Pleasé seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 156, Michael G. Matus.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Pleasé seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.

Number 38, Melissa Dietrich..

. What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: ‘And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 1, Hahnah Adams.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

22
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MS. SIKORA: Please'seat this juror.

THE .CLERK: Please haQe a seat in the jury.box.
Number 77, Claudie Knox-Soulette.

What say you for the State?.

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 122, Rosemary Shropshire.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Pleasé excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You are excused from this case.
Number 48, Sandra Fofdham.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 153, Richard Currence.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You are excused from this case.
Number 159, Jan Rainey.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.
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THE CLERK:  And the defense?

‘MS. SIKORA: Please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You are excused from this case.
Number 65, Jason Herring.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please séat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 161, Teresa Smith.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.
Number 76, Sharon Knight.

What say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the.juror.

THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please héve a seat in the jury box.
This will be for the alternate.

Number 125, Brian Spittle.

Whét say you for the State?

MR. SHIFLET: Please present the juror.

24
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THE CLERK: And the defense?

MS. SIKORA: Please seat this juror.

THE CLERK: Please have a seat in the jury box.

THE COURT: Any questions concerning the selection
process, from the State?

_MR. SHIFLET: None from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defense?

MS. SIKORA: No, Your ‘Honor.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel
who were not selected for this particular case, we are going
to excuse you at this time. 1It's a little unusual wrinkle
that happens sometimes. We are going to excuse you for the
night, and in the morning we are going to ask you to call in
to your juror call-in number about one o'clock tomorrow,
around one o'clock tomofrow, and you will get instructions
as to when you either need to report back or call back
again, as the case may be. So you are excused for the day
and the morhing. Please call in around one o'clock to your
voicemail number tomorrow. Thank you for your patience,
ladies and gentlemen. You are free to leave. |

(Whereupon, the jury venire panel left the
courtroom)

THE COURT: All right, counsel, I don't think we
will swear the jury panel this afternoon. We will wait and

do that in the morning. I'm going to give them -- I might
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as well go ahead and-give them a preliminary instruction. I
think we have enough time to do that.
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury panel, if you

would give me your attention, please. We wanted to go ahead

‘and get a jury drawn this afternocon so we can get started

with this case in the morning. We are not actually going to
have time to actually get into the case this afternoon.

And, of course, we have some other business to take care of
as well this afternoon, but I want to give you what I call a
preliminary charge or instruction so that you will have some
idea of what to expect as we go through the trial. It is
expected to be a very éhort trial. We should finish it
easily tomorrow, but I want to explain to you the format of
the trial énd what to expect, so you would be a little more
comfortable in these unfamiliar surroundingé.

The first thing that will happen after we geﬁ
started with the case in the morning is that an attorney for
the State, who is an assistant solicitor, will make an
opening statement to you. Then one of the attorneys for the
defendant wili_have the same opportunity to aadress:you‘in
opening statement.

Ndw, these Qpeningwstatements by tﬁe attorneys are
not_evidénce, but you should pay close attention because
they are, in essence, going to identify to you what they

perceive or say the issues in the case are.
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After they have made their opening statements to
you, then the State will proceed by presenting the testimony
and evidence they wanﬁ you to consider.

The reason the State goes first is that the State
has the burden of proof in this case. There is no burden of
proof upon the defendant to prove his innocence. The burden
of proof is upon the State of South Carolina to prove the
charge against this defendant by evidence that satisfies
you, the jury, beyond a reasonable doubt before you can
return a verdict of guilty. If the State fails to meet that
burden of proof, then your verdict must be not-guilty.

After the assistant solicitor has presented to you
the evidence they want you to. consider on behalf of the
State, then the same opportunity will be afforded to the
defense. The defendant may, but is not fequired to, present

any testimony or evidence, because the State has the burden

.of proving the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

The defendant does not have to prove he is innocent. He is
presumed innocent and that presumption stays with him
throughout the trial and may only be removed if the State
meets its burden of proving the guilt of the defendant
beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is evidence in the case? Evidence is the
sworn testimony you will hear from the witness stand to my

right; exhibits admitted into the record for your

27
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consideration by me, the presiding judge; and any
stipulation of counsel.

Exhibité may take many forms, éuch as documents,
pictures, videotapes, maps, diagrams, and so fofth 

Stipulations are agreements of facts by the
attorneys. If the attorneys enter into a stipulation of
fact, that will be made known to you and you‘can consider
that, along with all of the other facts and evidence and
give it such consideration as you deem appropriate, once you
begin your deliberations.

Counsel has entered into a stipulation in this
case, and that is that this case has jurisdiction -- excuse
me, this court has jurisdiction to try this case. They have
stipulated to that.

Now, sworn testimony, exhibits and stipulétions
are the only evidence you may consider in your deliberations
of the innocence or guilt ¢f the defendant. You may not
consider anything you heard from any other source about this
case in making your decision, because that is not evidence.

After you have heard all the evidence, then the

attorneys for the State and the defendant will once again

- appear before you and make what we call closing arguments.

We call them arguments because the attorneys are allowed at
that time to argue their positions, will attempt to persuade

you as to their view or position as to the facts.
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Whenvyou have heard final arguments from counsel,
I will then charge you, which simply means to-instruct you
as to the law that applies to the issues in this case. You
will then retire to the jury room to deliberate and reach
your verdict.

That's how a case 1s tried in General Sessions
Court, whether it be this case or any other case. Some
cases take a half a day or a day. Some cases take weeks,
but the same format applies in every case.

As the trial judge I have three functions to
perform during the‘trial. I am the presiding officer, and,
therefore, must see that the trial is run on an Qrdérly
manner. I décide based on rules of civil and criminal
procedure whether testimony and exhibits are admissible into
evidence for your consideration. And at the conclusion of
the trial I instruct you as to the law you must apply to the
facts in this case in reaching your verdict.'

You, ladies and gentlemen, are also judges in this
case. You are the judges of the facts. 1In other words, you
determine the truth of the facts in this case. Under our
Constitution I am not permitted as the judge of the law to
have an opinioﬁ'about the facts, so I do not get_inﬁo
whether I believe a witness or not. That is not my
function. I'm not even pe;mitted to express an opinion, if

I had one, as to the facts in this case, so you, the jury,

29
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determine what is the truth of the facts.

Now, I do not permit jurors to take notes during

the trial because it is my experience that while writing

notes you may miss Something_very important for you to hear
and you may fail to observe a witness when testifying. It
is important that yod pay careful attention to all testimony
and introduction of evidence, since you must judge the
credibility or believability of the witnesses and the
weight, determine the weight to gi&e all evidence introduced
in this.case in determining the truth of the facts.

During the trial the attorneys may object to the
admissibility of certain testimony or other evidence. I
will either sustain the objection, thch means.I agree and
the testimony or evidence may not be made part of the record
for your consideration; or, I will overrule the objection,
which means as the judge of the law I have determined that
it is admissible as part of the record for your
consideration. The mere fact that I have admitted it does
not mean that you must believe it or disbelieve it. I have
simply determined that it is admissible under our rules and
it is up to you then to believe it or disbelieve it ‘and to
assign such weight to it,as.you determine to be appropfiate.

At the conclusion of the trial when we send you to
the jury rooﬁ eVery exhibit that is admitted into evidence

will be sent to the jury room for you to examine further and
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to consider.

I remind you that one of the most important
aspects of your duty as a jury lies essentially in the oath
that you will take, to well and truly try this case and to
determine the tputh of the facts in this case. That oath,
once again, in a very essential way will say that you are
the sole judges of the facts in this case.

Ladies and gentlemen, whatever your verdict in
thié case, 1t must be your unanimous verdict. All twelve

jurors must agree on the verdict, which the foreperson will

be authorized to write for the jury.

Ladies and gentlemen, you are not to discuss this
case at any time during the trial until I tell you and that
will not occur until you have received all of the evidence
and I have instructed you upon the law. You should not

discuss the case among yourselves and you should not discuss

.it with your family, friends, or anyone else you might see

on recess from the court. Now, you mighﬁ say to the court
"well, what's wrong with our discussing the case as we go
along? If somebody finds out I'm on.a jury, they want to
know something about the case, what's wrong with discussing’
the case with them?" Well, I think you can téll\thém what
kind 