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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 65
DEPUTY BANNISTER: Daniel Bannister.
B-A-N-N-I-S-T-E-R.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL

0 Deputy Bannister, are you employed with the Anderson
County Sheriff's Office? -

A That's correct.

Q0 And how long have you been in law enforcement?
A ~ I've been in law enforcemeqt~g0ing on five years.

: Qne Has all that time Been with the Anderson County

Sheriff's Office?

A& No, I s£arted wiﬁh the City Police Deﬁéftment on the

R : i . ' . 2 )

ACE team, which is Aggressive:Criminal'Eﬁforcement.

Q And gfte} you werevat.Anderson>Ci£y, did you go to’
work‘at the Ahderson Couhty Sﬁé%iff's foice?

A That is correct. I'startéd 6ut in the.patrol division
and tﬁen workedimvaay,up to wha£ I aﬁfon.now, which
"is a CATCH teamg wﬁich is called A Criminal
Apprehensidn Through Commuhity»Hélp”andlélso, the DUI
Enforcement Team.' _—

Qo And‘basically,lwhat are your duties as a member of
this CATCH team, as youlpall itz

A We do a lot of different things, but the majority of
wﬁat we look for are naréotics and drunk driving.

Q Now, was that also what yéu were doing back when you

worked for the Anderson City Police Department?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMP]?ELL 66
That's correct.
The same type of job.description?
That is.correct.
Now,~ﬁere you in your capacity as you are today back
on April 15, 20112
on Aprii 15, 2011, T was“assignéd to the patrol
-division.
Now, whatlshift were you on that day?
Alpha shift.
And do you recall whether it was a day shift or a
night shift?
Night shift.
Now, on that day,-did you ﬁave an occasion to become
involved in this case, this armed robbery?
Yes.. I was dispatched to a shooting in the area at

' »Apaftments and in the

-area of building ". ". While I was in route, dispatch
advised that fhere wasn't.a Shoofing in the area, thaf
it -was, in' fact, an armed robbefy and the suspects had
left the scene in a Green Honda. - Al;o, while I was in
route, I was informed by dispatéh:#hat Belton City had
stopped a burgundy Honda and I also learned later that
a burgundy Honda had also been ‘seen 1eavin§ the

) apartment complex at the same time and someone thought

there were shots fired. Also, while I was in route, I

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPI%ELL 67
learned that there was a black male wearing a white
shirt and jeans and a black female wearing a burgundy
shirt and blue shorts were seen running behind Belton
EMS, and once confronted'by Beltdn EMS employees ---
MR. SMITHﬁ Your Honor,'Objection, based on hearsay.
THE COURT: Sustain the objection.

Now, as a resﬁlt of this information; did you go to
Apartments?

Yes, I did.

. Now;, when you‘arr;ved, approximatéiy'how ;qng after>
dispatch sent YOﬁ, did YOu=é£rive at - ? |
Approximately, eight minutes.

. And now; When we;re talking about'Belton, is this. the
'county‘side of Belton or is this within the
jurisdiction of the BeltonvCity Police Department?
‘It‘é in the county side.

Now, when you a;ri&ed,.WhibhAdirection were you coming
from? |
I was coming from the Anderson side which would have
been Highway‘20 and I don't know if anybody is |
fémiliar with Belton, but when you come in Highway 20,
takes a right headed toward Belton. The

Belton Mart would actually be on the corner of

and Highway 20 and Belton EMS would be on the

other corner of and Highway 20.°

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 68

Q And how far, what's the distance, would you imagine, -
from the:corner of Highway 20 where the Belton Mart is
to the apartments?

iy Just.a couple hundred yards.

Q And how about from there to the EMS‘stqtion?

A | Aboﬁt the éame, approximately, a couplé huﬁdred‘yards.

Q Now, when you arrived on the scene, were ény of the
other officers present when you showed up?

A No.

o So, when.you aprived and you were the first officer on

the scene, what steps did you take next?

“A’+  The first thing I done is make contact with someone in

the apartment, which was . . I méde'éontaCt with. a
Ronnie Beﬂﬁley.- Mj initial, once I stepped inside the’
apaffment,'l weﬁt in to make'sure,'I did a safety
~sweep of the apartﬁent making sure there wasino one
else hiding in there, possibly waiting for an ambush
situation and once everything was secured, I got.
everybody out of the apartment, which there was Ronnie
Bentley and I believe the;e was a Taylor female and
two small kids. I got'them:out of the apartment’ and
secured the scene for investigations and forensics;

Q And wheh you say, Ssecure the scene. What is the
purpose of that?

A To preserve any possible evidence.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 69
And when you secure it, does that mean you don't let
anybody else go back in there?

That's correct. Nobody in.
Now, did you speak to Ms. Bentiéy and Ms. Taylof
régafding the events that took place?
That is'correct.
~And did they tell'you what happened?
Yes. |
And, whét,.if anytﬁinghvdid'théy tell you?
MR. éMITH: Objection, Your Honor. Heérsay.
-THE ‘COURT: Sustained. | |
fNQy, as a result of this information, dia you learn of

. tﬁe description of the individuals .that had left ‘the
‘place? ‘

. Yes, I did}

And how were they. dressed?
There was a black female with a burgundy shirt —--

MR. SMITH: Objection, Your Honor. "Relevance and

based on hearsay.

Q

. THE COURT: Overfﬁled.
- Please continue.
A black female wearing a burgundy shirt and blue
shorts and black male that had a white shirt and
jeans.

Now, at this point -- after you learned the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 70
description of the individuals that came into the
apartment, were you able to learn any names that were
associated with theee individuals?

Yes.

And what was that?

The female's name wae Melody Ellis.

How about the male?‘ Were you able to learn-the name
of that person?

They didn't-know the name of the man. -

Now, when you went in, when-you interviewed the
victims in the case when QOu arrived, what was their
demeanor like? |

rThey seemeé»pretty upset74 I know one.female_was'
crying.l Roﬁnie Bentley, the initial person I made
,eontact with at the door,“ehe was very upeet: It took
me a couple minutee to get.them calmed down to be able
to evenrtell me what happened'that day.

- . When you made a sweep of the apartment, tell the-
ladies and gentlemen of the jury.what the apartment
loekea like as you remembered oi observed it.

When- I first walked in, when you walked into the
apartment, it was a very sﬁalivfoyer,flike where two
people could stand, at max, ane then you walk into the
-living room and I noticed there was a broken window to

the right side with glass on the floor. Directly

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS ]AMARIO~ QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OI_‘ DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 71
across the living foom was‘the.kitchen and I noticed
the kitchen was in tétal disarray with drawers pulled
out and utensils énd stuff laying on the floor.

And as a result of your observation of Ms. Bentley and
Ms. Taylor, did you observe anylinjuries uﬁon them,
and also, eithér'of the 'two small children that were
preséntrinjthe apartment?’
Yes. On Ms. Bentley and Ms. Taylor, i.did<obsetve
tknots.on their foreheads‘thaf QereACOnsistent with
being kicked'and also, on the small child, there were
also knOtS‘én the top of the forehead.
Now,vboth.victims, both adult victimsvdisplayed
‘injuries? |
That's correct:
Now, after.fhey told’ you whatvhad:taken plaée/ did the
scene éppear to métch-what they had told you had
happened?- | )
That is correct. I thought-it waslodd that, if the
events hadn't taken pléée, I don't - think somebody 4
would leave glass laying in the fioor, the kitchen in
total aisarray. I have a kid myself.
MR. SMiTH:‘ Objection, Your Honor. Speculating.
THE COURT: I sustain. '
Now, did you learn that this was actually an armed

robbery?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 12
Yes.
And did they inform you that the individual actually
possessed a gun?
Yes. |
And which of the two suspects, did both of them or one
of the suspects possess a gun?
The male subject displayed it.
And were they able to give you a déscription of the
weapon?
As stated to me, it was what the police carried.
Now, after this then, did othér law enforcement
officers arrive.to assist you?-
Yes. 'éergeantlHoldeﬁ arrived on scene.
And.was he your supervisor?
That is correct.
As well as Sergeant Holden, did any inves;igatorsjcome
out there to take over the scene?
Yes. Forensics investigator Pridemore and also from
the Investigation Division, Tommy Johnson arrived on
scene.
Now, after the detective from CID, the Criminal
Investigative Division, shows up, do you normally turn
it over to them?
That is correct.

And did you do that in this case?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 13

Yes. That is correct.

Now, did you, after Tommy Johnson showed up, did you
stick around the apartment complex . or did you leave at
that point in time? |
I stuck around to make sure,!you knew, Mr. Johnson
didn't need any other assistance while I was there.

He. did have a possible location of Melody Ellis, which
was oﬁe subject that was named to be a part of the
armed robbery. I did:go'to her residence, which I
believe was Driﬁe, ju;t a couple miles‘up from
the apaftmeﬁtjand I‘waen't able to locate anybody.
Now, also, while you we%e.at the scene, did you talk

to any other witnesses that may have seen anything

involved in this case?’

Yes, I talked to one offthe witnesseS‘frem Belfon EMS,
a Jim Ritter.

And did he inform you or tell~you what he saw?

That's. correct.

And the information that you learned from him, did you
pass it on to Detective Johnson?

That is correct.'

Now, while you were discussing the matter ovef with '
the victims and you observed the crime scene, were you
able to determine a motive of why they were targeted

for a robbery or a burglary?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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- DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 74
MR. SMITH: Objection. Calls for speculation.
THE COURT: Overruled.
No. I'did ask them several times. éThey did know
'Ms. Ellis. I asked did they know any reason why they
wquid do it ahd‘they ﬁold me over and over again they
didn't héve any idea.
And you statéd that in your past hiétory ybu've dealﬁ
with narcotics aha‘DUIé. When you spoke to the two
victims in the cése; did they ébpeaf to be under the
influence of“any type.of alcohol or drugs? ‘
No(.they didn't. I spoke to thém, it was a gbod bit,r
you know, gathering information. I spoke fé'both of
them separately, you knowﬂ'andvI didvget cloée so .
neither one of them could;hear each other's story and,
tﬁérefore,yl was' real close to them and Qould be able
to smell ‘ahy type of alcohol or drug. When I was
making my initial safgty sweep of the apartment, you
know, being a part of my job with narcotics and DUIs,
myrpassion, that's what i'm looking for no matter what
kind of call I go to. Also, having kids myself, I
don't want anybody to have drugé where kids can get a
" hold to them and possibly'take-them and I didn't see
anything, no paraphernalia, any drugs laying around
the apartment.

And the apartment that you went to, who was the renter

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH 15
df the apartmént? Did you détermine“that?'i
Ronnie”éentley.‘ | ‘

Aﬁd this crime did occur duriné broqd'daylight?

Yes.

Deputy Bannistek, I“have no further questions for you
at this timé? Please answer any questions Mr.'Smith
may have.

THE COURT: Cross egémination?

MR.iSMITHS;xMay‘it.please‘the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH

. Q

You ha@ an opportunity. to?épeak to Ms. Bentley and
Ms.”Taylor, thoroughly, about what‘happened?
ies;s". ' o . . ‘

And did they share with ydu that they were in a
committed relationship? '

f didn't ask ;bout that.. I 'didn't fihdvthat relevant
to the caée that I waswdéaling wifh. R

Would you agree with me -that the knots on the head
~are,,probabiy, very important té_this case. Right?
Yes. | L
And YOu ha&e hadAan opportunity, based on your
investigation and so forth, to hear or know what
Ms. Harris has said about what happened? The other
co-defendant?

Ms. Ellis? No.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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. CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH 16
Ms. Ellis. My bad. There was a fight, wasn't there?
Ms. Ellis is a lesbian and so are the twé victims and
that's why Ms. Ellis was there. Right?

I don't know . | |

is not a good place to live. 1Is that
right? A lot of crime. happens there, a narcotics
history. Youihappen to know that, right?
It's slowed down over the years.
So,'if hasﬁbeen, at ieast»at some point, a very

'déggerous place.

: Nét near és bad -as Somefapartment complexes aréund
Andérsonu
How:many times do you think -you have you been out
theré?h
i haven't been out there that much on drug complaints.
About how many cases?

' About four or five times.

In five years?

I've had over a year working with the Sheriff's

office, which, fhat is the jurisdiction that'SAin.

And while-working with the Sheriff's office, is there
; an area you usually work?

Yes.

How long did you work in the Belton area?

It was the whole time I was assigned to the patrol

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL‘BANN{STER BY MR. SMITH 17
division.

You said earlierrthat the knots on the head
illustrated that they‘Qere kicked in the head. Can
you tell me what the difference between a knot on the
head~from a kick versus a puﬂch is? s
It looks the same. Just from the‘stofiesythat’both of
the victims tbld me .

Did‘you séevany biood?

No. Not that I can remember.

Did‘you,seefany missing teeth? = -

' Not that I can remember. ;;

Are you aware that the‘window was broken by one Qf’the
victims o) that'they'could'yell.out?'

That's corréc%. ' |

And neither of them knew eithef of the défendants?

One of them told mé théy~knewvthe,female, Ms. Eiiis.
Whiéh oné told you that? |
I can't remember.

You can't remember fhat?

No.

The child that was kicked, or whatever. Whéré“was
that injury at?

On top of the child's head. 'Ms. Taylor was holaing
the small child as she was being assaulted by the |

female, Ms. Ellis. L :

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH 78
Was Ms. .Taylor sitting.on the couch or was she lying
on the floor? |

© She was sitting on the couch.

She was never.on the floor?
Not that I can‘£ecal;: .

- What about the three—yeagfpld‘child? Where was she?
When I walked'iﬁ, the'three;yéarFOld child come oufiof
thg bedroom. At the time the‘armed robbery took
pléce,’they stated to.me that the child was in the

‘ back bedrﬁom.‘

So,'the éhild was still.in.the back:Bedrdom‘thn you

'got there? | | |
The .child could have Qent bagk_intbjthe bedroém. ‘I
:didn't ask whe%e the child was“ffomvthé time they come
in»the door from the timé I.got tﬂére.

So, theré was an- armed fébbery and.the childreﬁ areﬁ’t

“held by the pagehﬁ? Is thét righté |
The small child was. I don't, i;caﬁ't recall about
the olderfchild.

With'regards to the kitchen; the cabinets were pulled
oﬁt. What does that mean? -

AThe drawers was pulled away fromAthe cabinets.

All of them?

‘Not all of them. - There were a COuple. I can't recall

exactly how many. *

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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- CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH 79
Where were they located at, the ones that were open°
All the cablnets was on the rlght 51de of the ‘kitchen
that was open,_the drawers;

Obviously, I haven't been in’therkrtchen.' So, when
you say. "theiright slde;, the‘cabinets and'drawers
that were . the closest’ ones: to the llVlno room7

' The kltchen 1tself ain! t but probably 51x feet deep
and probably, four foot w1de(ta very small kltchen,
-and therefwas( Itduees,,cablnets,.l.believe lt was the
Aflret orhseoond.cabinettthat Wae pulled out, what l
‘5all,rwhat:l oalliand'is conmonlg(known‘as;'a‘junk
‘drawer. It just had a bunch of - dlfferent stuff in it
and then there was a. couple more drawers pulled out as

' well. -

| And you eaidithat-alllthe ones,onﬁthe right aide were
pulled out° ’ : |

.All the cablnets was on the rlght side. AAThe,drawers‘

uaS.On the right éide,'

. How @any drawers were pulled out? .
The beet’l can'recall,:two or three.
How many were pulled out?

The best Iican recall, there was two‘or three that was
pulled.out. As far as ln the kitchen, I don't have a
~clue how many, total.

The EMS building and the store, you would agree with

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DANIEL BANNISTER BY MR. SMITH 80
me that there is no way that a human being could see
unit " " from either of those locations. Right?

I haven'f loocked at it that way. I don't know!:

In regards to the store, between the store and Unit

" ", there's an apartment complex that's perpeﬁdicular

to _ Road. Is that right?

There's a playground right behind it.

So, with that in mind;Ayou-clearly couldn't see
through that to the apartment complex, could you?

I knéw the building that YOu are talking about that

I can't state yes or
no either way. |

With regards to the EMS building, that's right on, is

that 207

-Highway 20. Yes.

And that's right on 20 and-you, iﬁ order to see Unit
", ydu wouid have to see through all the apartment

comple%es that are along the railroad. Right?

Uh-huh. |

As well as where thé management. unit is. Right?‘

I don't»know‘where the management'unit's'at.

So, you'd be able to see the EMS building frém Unit

"o

I don't believe you would be able to see the frént of

it. Possibly the back, but I couldn't state yes or no

** THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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-on that, as well.
Q And'néthing was said about the poséibility fhat

Ms. Ellis, who had dealings with Ms. Bentley beforé,

simply Jjust came-to'fight? Nothing like that?
A. No.

MR SMITH: Nothing further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Rédirect?

_ ‘MR. CAMPBELL:R:NO further qgeétions.

THE COURT: May this officer be excused?.

MR.. ?AMPBELL: Yes, Your Honof. |

THE. COURT: Mr: Smith, any objection?

MR. SMITH: No objection.

THE COdRT: You are excused. “Call your next witness,
please, sir.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, the State calls Hoyt
Thackston. - | | |

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Hoyt

Thackston.testified as follows:z:)

CLERK OF COURT: If you will take the witness stand

and state. your name and spell your last name for the

record, please.
MR. THACKSTON: bo you want my full name?
CLERK OF COURT: No.
MR. THACKSTON: Okay. It's Hoyt Thackston.
T-H~-A-C-K-S-T-0O-N.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL 82

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF _HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL

Q

=B ©

5: o » o i -ky_

'Mr. Thackston, where are you employed?

Belton EMS.

And how long have you beén with EMS?
Thréeﬂyeérs. |

Now, are you originally from‘Andersoné

No. I'm from Simpsonville.

.You're from the‘Upstéte?

Cn

. Yes. "~

S

What is your education and training?

I have a Bachelors Degree in Zoology from Clemson

’gUniversity and I am currently a’'National Registry
:Emerggnqy‘MedidalgTeghniqian@.Intefmediate_level, and

“I’m‘cdmpleting the "Paramedic" level now.

NOw;-backionvApriii15, 2011, were you employed with

-'the.Belton EMS'Depaftment?

Yes.

- And what-position or capacity. were you employed there

as? :
As an Emergency Medical Technician.

Yéu'Were actually someone who responded to calls. Is
that right?

Yes. I'm on an emergéncy truck, a. 911 truck.

“ . Now, on that day, did.you have an occasion to talk to

law enforcement and give them information regarding

- THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR: CAMPBELL . 83
what you had seen earller that ‘day?
Yes. - °

, How did that come.aboutlor take place,‘your getting,in
‘touch with law enforcement? |

We were in'the‘office'.ﬁI had my, I was leanlng up
agalnst the desk w1th my back to the w1ndow ’Qury:
a551stant dlrector, Jim thter, was standlng in the f.
doorway fac1ng me and he sald "What the," and headed
down thes hall towards the door and I turned around and
looked out the wlndow I dldn t see anythlng in that
drrectron.' I caught somethlng out of - the corner ‘of my

';eye as Iuwent to turn, a black«male in a white tee

" shirt waS'running‘from the'corner of the.building

«towards the railroad‘tracks, towards the barking lot,
and just as he got 1n front of me at. the W1ndow,‘he'
dropped a’ seml automatlc'plstol on the’ 31dewalk.

And do you recall what color this. gun was°

Yes. It was a black frame with a“81lver-sllde.

I m g01ng to show you, Mr. Thackston, what has been
marked as State s Exhibit No. 20. I'm going to let
you look at thls., This. is a Weaponfthat is unloaded.

THE COURT: Just one.second. Ladies and gentlemen of

the jury, on occasion, throughout this trial, there may be

a need to handle weapon or weapons. Let me tell you and

assure you that any weapons have been rendered inoperable.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL 84
They are not capable of firing and so you can rest assured
that there is no chance of them discharging. Thank you,

sir.

- Q Mr. Thackston, does this weapon, State's Exhibit

No. 20, look similar to the weapon you saw this
individual drop on April 15, 20112

A Yes.

Q And what you are referring to, you say the silver

slide, you are referring to this part right here?

{Indicating) -
A Yes.
Q Now, when this individual dropped the gun, how close

to this person were you? .
A - Well, T was inside the building, but we were within
‘about four feet.

0 ~And was there anything blocking your observation of

this event taking place?

A No.

Q So, you were looking out the window?

A Yes.

Q. When you say, four feet, stop me about how close I am

to you, as to how far your observed it. (Mr. Campbell
walks toward the witness)
A About.right there.

Q And, basically, the-wall and the window ---
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL 85
A Well, I was ledned up against the window trying‘to see
in this direction and then caught him coming from my
right side and it landed about where your feet were.
Q .And what did he do'once this gun hit the pavement?
A He never missed 'a step. He scooped it up qnd kept
running and Jim Ritter had géne to the door. He had
seen a female run by the window. o
MR. SMITH: Objection. 'He can't testify as to what
someone else witnesses. T
- THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Just déééribe'what you witnessed or heard yourself.
Now, when theiindividual ran past you and you}re

looking at him, were you able to get a look at his

face?

A NQ.

Q Were you able to give a description_of the clothiﬁé'
that he was wearing?

A Yes.

Q And what was that?

A He had on a white long tee shirt and bluejeans.

Q And did you see him with'any other persoﬁ?

A " Later, I.went outside and he caught up with a black

female. They were crossing the field between our
station and Belton Mart. He caught up with her at

Road.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL 86
Now, where did they go as you watched them?
They went inside the Belton Mart and were there
probably léss than a minute, came back out{ went
around to the other side of the building and then we
noticed them go behind the building:and there.are mini
warehouses, saw them go between the Belton Ma;t and
the mini warehouse and the first warehouse blocked oqu
view.» They Qere, they came out and we could see them:
between the'first~and.second one. They turned around,
went back on the other side of the mini, the Belton
Miﬁi Mart and 'in just a few seconds, a car came
driving out and came back by the étation.
bo you recall the color of that car?

'It was kind of a light green:
And'after that, did you call éll?
I didn't.
I'm sorry, I didn't catch yoﬁr...
i did nofqu

" Okay. Did someone .from EMS ——;
Yes.
-—— call 9117
MR. SMITH: Objection. -
THE COURT:.-Overruled.
Wﬁen you "are talking about Belton Mart, what kind of"
store is it? |
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF HOYT THACKSTON BY MR. CAMPBELL 92
bayé are and up here is the front of the building and
Highway 20 runs this way.

And in reference to your building here, where did you
see the individual drop the gun?

Well, it's around the corﬁer hefe. It's on the side
facing Highway No. 20.

And whatfdoes'this indicate? What are these buildings-
back here? |

Thosefareiapartment buildings that, they are kind of

behind our station. They'face ‘ ‘ V oy,
Is this the ' Apartments, or a part of them?
Yes, sir.

I'11l show . you what has been marked as ?tate's Exhibit
No. 14.. What is that showing,. sir?

Tﬁis is the bay side of éur buiL@iné.

Apartmenfs afe back here. This.is our béd.

And this.is.just showing ho&jcloée those Forest Oak
Apartmenfs aré in reference or relationship to your’
EMS station.

Yes. Our propertiés join. .

Thank you, sir. If you will please take>the stand.
(Witness complies) And-Mr: Thackston, do these
pictures fairly and accurately represent how it looks

today as well as on April 15, 20117
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DIRECT EXMAﬁON OF JIM RITTER BY MR CAMPBELL 98
Q The ravine, the only time that you saw this male, he
could only have beeh on the sidewalk. Is that right?
A Yes.
Q Sb,‘when he came from the sidewalk uﬂtil you saw him
on the sidewalk. Right?
A - Well, the only plaée I sawlhim waé on the sidewalk.
Q Okay. So, the;idéa that he:was down that hill, you
have noiide§. Dolyou? | ’ |
A No.'":
MR. SMITHS Nothing further, Your Honor.
'THE 'COURT: ' Can this witness be excused?
Mﬁ. CAMPéELL: Yes, sir. |
'rTﬁE'COURT:' Mr.~SmitH?*-
MR. SMITH: Without objection.’
THE COUﬁTE ‘Thank you, sir. Call your next witness.
MR. CAMPBELL:‘ Your Hpnor, the State calls Jim Ritter.
(Aftér'being duly sworn by the'Clérk of Court, Jim
Ritter testified as follows:) |
CLERK OF COURT: If you would take the witness stand
and state your name and spell your last name for the
record, please.
Mﬁ._RITTER: Mf name is Jim, last name is Ritter;
R-IT-T-T-E-R.
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIMnRITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL

Q " Mr. Ritter, it's obvious you are employed with an EMS
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 99
statioﬁ._
Yes, sir. .
And where, exactly, are yéu employed at?
'Belton EMS.
And  how long have-you been with EMS?
Fifteen years now.
Aﬁd‘hpw lgﬁg at tHe Bélton station?
Fourtéén. _ | Co .
And what.positioﬁﬁdo5you hdid there?
I am;the assistantAairectbr.
Now, we?e you wQ;kiﬂg‘oh the day_of April 15, 20117
I was. |
On that,day,‘did yoﬁ become involvea,in én
investigation that the Anderson - County Sheriff's
Office waé ¢onducting regardihg an armed robbéry?
Yes.
‘ Andlwhaé, what éartJdid,yQu play‘of how did you become
involved with this case? o
Just tell the story?
Well, let me,bréak it'down. First of all, when you
were working on February 15, 20;1, was it late at
night or during the day time?
It was during the day time.
And do you recall, approximately, what time of day it

was?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 100
It was in the afternoon.
And the weather that day, was it cloudy, overcast,

rainy, clear?

" It was pretty clear if I remember correct.

You wouldn't haveﬂany problem seeing, would you?

No. Not at all.

_Now, when yoﬁ‘re at this station, did anything happen

that drew your attention, that caused you to think
something oﬁt of the ordinary was going on?

It did. I was sitting in the office and kind of
sitting where the.window would bé to the right of me
and I see a flash go by the window and i£ was kind of
odd té.he and;so, obviously; I jumped up to run out

the front door. I mean, we are EMS and so people do

come for help in different ways and -things like that,

‘so. ..

And what direction, when you saw this flash, what did

"this flash turn out to be?

The flash ended up being a woman in a red shirt.
And what direction was she coming from?

From behind. The window is over here and she was
coming back behind me heading south, I believe,
towards the store across the street.

And when you say she was coming from behind you, is

that from the direction where the railroad tracks are?

'"THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON ]ONES
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"DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 101
A Correct. |
Q k Now, when'you saw her, what,'if.anything;'was she
doing?

A Running.- -And when I had gottén up and went to the
door to see what was going on, actually, it wasn't ‘her ~

I was face to face with.

el And‘who was that?

A It would be, it was a black gentleman and he's sitting
over here. in the courtroom.
Q So, this individual, referredztofés'the defendant in
< this case in the gray shirt,. is. the person'you came
face to fact with?
A Yes, sir. Approx;mately, two feet. We just about ran-

‘each: other over.

. Q .. And was he running, walking? What was he doing?

A ' He was at a ﬁast stride. At the time I opened the
.doof; I imégine_it staftled him as much as me, because
I wasn't expecting him to bethere. He had put his
hands down to his sidés aﬁd I askéd himi I said, "Is
everything okay out here?" And he said, "Yes, sir,"
and then one of my fellow employees hollered, "He's
got a gun.". 4
MR. SMITH: Objection, Your Honor. Hearsay.
THE COURT: Don't say what another person said,

please.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 102
Now, how was he dressed? |
A white, I believe it was a white tee shirt and he had
bluejeans on.
And when you saw him, this was outside, directly
outside your office at fhe EMS station. 1Is that
right?
Correct.
And‘after you -spoke to him, what did he do?
At that time, when I heard somebody menﬁion the gun---
MR. SMITH: Objection.

THE COURT: I sustain the.objection: Do not say what

somebody else said. Okay, sir?

o N o I R

N

MR: RITIER: Okay.

What did you see him do after you came face to face
with him? What did he do?

He ran.

In which direction did he run?

Towards the girl in the red shirt. .

And where was she running to?

She was running towards the store.

And wheh you say, the store, are you talking about the
Belton Mart? -

The Belton Mart.

And what did they do when they got there?

When.they got there, we actually watched them go into
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 103
the store and they were in, approximately, well, I was
on the phone with dispatch for twenty seconds, thirty
séconds. Turned around.and came out, went to the side
of the store where there was a thicle théy got into
and headed thé opposite way tha£ they came from back
tbwards Williamston. | | -

And ﬁhat color was.this vehicle?
It was a'grgénish—blueish type. The car wasAa four—
door.
And when you say you were on the. phone wiﬁh dispatch,
what are you referring to? What do -you ﬁean by:
:dispatch?‘ |
911.
Now,-after £hat, did you do anything further, have
anything further or any other involvement in this
.case?
Other than what I .saw and being on the phone Qith them
~and giving them directions to which way they were
heading, you know, my concern was the girl. We didn't
-know anything that was going on other than we thought
that in the beginning that this person was going after

-the girl, which was not the case.

Did you go over to -- did you see law enforcement
arrive at the Apartments?
I did.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. CAMPBELL 104
Did you eventually go over to ‘ Apartments
and speak with the 6fficers there?

I did.
And at that point you told them the information that
you. had ébserved and learned --- |

Yes.

through your firsthand knowledge.
Yes. ‘

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, I have no further questions

for Mr. Ritter.:

Q

Please answer any questions Mr. Smith may have.
THE COURT: Cross exam?

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF JIM RITTER BY MR. SMITH

Q

Mr. Ritter, the vehicle that they got into, that was
aiready at the Mart? |

No. Actually, .it wés not. When they went into the
store, and wﬁen I saynit was not, I didn't see it at
the time. It could have been around the side of the
building, but when it had started backing up, that is
when they had come out of the store and come around
the corner and got into this wvehicle.

So, you never_saw’this vehicle until it was leaving.

I saw this vehicle -- when they came out of the store,

the vehicle, you have to understand, there's a

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




34

10

11

12 ¢

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

. 24

25

DiRECT EXAMiN ATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR. CAMPBELL 106

THE COURT? Thank you; sir, you may be excused. Call
your next witness,.pleése.,

MR. CAMPBELL: We call DeAngelo Acker.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court,

DeAngelo Acker testified as .-follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: If you would take the stand and state
your name and spell your last name for the record, please.
MR. ACKER: My first name, DeAngelo; and Acker is my

last name. A-C-K-E-R:

. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR, CAMPBELL

p Mr. Acker, how old are you?

A Twén£y—three.- \

Q And where do you livé?

A .
Q - And who do you live. with?

A %My Mama .

Q. And that's Carolyn Acker?

A Uh-hunh. /

Q You have to speék intq'the mike'so they can

understand. Okay?

Okay.

e

Q- Now, DeAngelo, do you go by a certain type of

nickname?
A Dee.
Q What's that?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR CAMPBELL 107
Dee.

And I want to talk to you about the day of April 15,
2011. Do you recall that day?

Yes, sir. |

Now, do you‘récall what you did that morning?

Well, I woke up thatvmorning~and I was down ét my
girlfriend's house in Fails and then I talked
to Mario and he told me he was in Belton and stuff .
like that and I came on down the road.

Let me step back! When you say, Mario, who are you
referriné to? “ |
Jamario Jones.

And is that him in the courtroom?

Yes,. sir. .

And how long have you known Mr. Jones?

Well, I can't, I've known him more than six months,
probably aboﬁt a year.

And does he go by Mario or Jamario?

Mario, Jamario.

‘Both of them?

Yes; sir:

Now, you say you talked.to him earlier that'day, how
did you talk to him? Was'it by phone or in person?
By éhone.

And did he call you or did you call him?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR: CAMPBELL. 108
I think I called him. I can't really remember. I
know I talked to him_coming down the road, but he
might havé.called me. I really can't remember.

ékay. And when he called you, did he tell you where he
was located?

Yes, sir. He said he was in Belton.

And did you see him in person later that day?

Yes, sir. He was at my house.

Okay. He Qas‘at‘your house. Was it in the morning or
afternoon?

It was around aftern;On.

And when yohvsaﬁ him, was anybody else Qith him?

Yeah. When he came through the front door, it was him

and Ms. Ellis.

And how do you know Ms. Ellis?f"

That's my cousin.

And did you speak to Mr..Jones, Mario, at youf house?
.Yes,'sir.

Now, at this ppint, when you spoke to him, had iaw
‘enforcement already shown up at your house?

No, sir. |

What did y'all talk about when he showed up?

" Nothing, they just came through the front door and he

handed me the pistol and told me to put the pistol on

top of the refrigerator and just left it at that.
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DIREC'f EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR. CAMPBELL - 109
Did you think this was odd?

It kind of was, but I didn't really pay it no
attention.

And what -color was- the pistol?

It was silver and black.

And had you seen thié pistol before?

Yes, sir. It was his old lady{s pistol.

When you say, old lady,.who is tﬁat?

His girlfriegd.

What's her name?

Candice.

Do you kno@ her last name?

I‘think -— Brown, I,think.

“And whén had you seen this pistol before?

She had it. It was her pistol.

Had yéu evef seen Mario“with it before?

No, sir. ' :‘. -

So, but that day, he Was thé.one that had it in his
hand when he gave it to you.

Yes, éir.

Was Candice around at that time?

No, - sir.

I want to shé& you Qhat's been marked for
identification, State's Exhibit No. 20. Could you

please identify this, sir?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR. CAMPBELL 110
That's the pistolj | |
Ismthié the same pistol? 1Is this the one fhaﬁ Mario
hénded you on the afternoon of April 15, 20112
Uh-huh. Yes, sir. ¢
You have to use words, because she is taking
eve?ythihg down.

‘Yes, sir.

Now, haVe ybu ever held this g@n befo:e?

AYes,:sif. . |
Prior to that day; before ‘that. day?
Yes,:sir." | 3
You ever shot it?

Yes, sir.

Now, when he gave it to you, whap},if.anything, whét

Wdid he ésk you to do with the guh?

He>jﬁét told me to put itlon top of the refrigerafor.
Did you.dé'fhét? |
Yes, sir.k

-Did he tell you why he wanted you to put it on top of
the refrigerator? |
No, sir.

Now, after you did that, did y'all go ahywhere
together; | -

Yeah. We walked to the store.

And while you were walking to the store, did y'all

* THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR. CAMPBELL 111
hold a conversation or talk to one another?

Yeah. That's when he. told me he had robbed somebody.
And after that, you went to the store and came back to
your house? |

Yes, sir.

And shortly after that, did law enforcement come by

your house?.

Yes, sir.

And were you present when he was arrested?

Yes, sif.:

Was Melody Ellis,also>with’him.when he was arrested?
Yes, sir.

And where .were théy;arfeéted at? Was it at your
house;‘actually?‘ | |

Yes, sir.')

Was Mr. Johnson hére,'waédhe the éne that arrested
him?“ |

Yes, sir.

. And do. you know Detective Johnson?

. Yes, sir.

How do you know him? .i

From BHP.

And what do you know him as?
The correction officer.

And what do you call him?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES -
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DEANGELO ACKER BY MR. CAMPBELL 112

0.J.

And after they arrested him, did you talk to Mr.
Johnson? |

Yes, sir.

Andldid'you tell him about the pistol? .

No, sir,. not from the beginning, becauseli‘didﬁ't.know
whag was reaily gding on.,v |
But‘did he speak to you?

Yes, sir. - :

After he spoke to you, did you ‘inform him about the

. gun?- .

Yes, si:.
And did;yoﬁ show him where the gun was hidden?.

No,.I didn't‘show him where it was at, because that's

‘-wheﬁ they got. the okay to g6 .through the house from my

Mama and théy told us we couldn't go back in the
house. | »

But you told him whete to,léok?

No;* They didn't never ask me. No, I don't think
nobody, the dnly thing,'reélly, nobody. ever asked me
where was the pistol at. They.were asking like, go in
front of the house when they seen them standing in the
doorway and stuff.

And they were arrested right at your front door?

Yes, sir.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION ‘OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. CAMPBELL 12 4
MR. CAMPBELL: The state calls Shawn Stallo.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Shawn

Stallo testified as follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: If you would take the witness stand

and state youriname and spell your last name for the

record,; please.

It's Shawn, S-H-A-W-N, Stallo, S-T-A-L-L-O.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLQ BY MR. CAMPBELL

Q

- A

Mr. Stallo, wheré are you employed?

I'm a federal agent with the Bureau of Alcohol,

Tébacco,,Firearms and Explosives.. VWe are commonly

referred to as the ATF.

Aﬁd where do you work out of?

I'm assignedlto the Gfeenvillé Field Office and work
‘primariiy in the Anderson County area.

Ana what exactly is your job descriptiontor duties

here in Anderson County?

I focus primarily on violent crime at the Federal and

State levels. I do firearm investigations, arson

in&estigatiohs and explosives investigations.

Now, before you became an ATF agent, did you have any

previous or prior law enforcement experience?

I was a Special Agent with the Georgia Bufeau of

Investigation for, approximafely,;six years. |

And when you say Georgia Bureau of Investigations,

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




42

10

11

12|

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

B O

©

>

L O NN o B

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF: SHAWN STALLO BY MR. CAMPBELL 125
what is that kin to in the State'of‘South Carolina?
It's the State Law Enforcément Division similar to
your SLED, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division
here in Soufh Caroliﬁa.

And how~iong did you WO;k £hére?

Approximately, six years.

And what type dupieé or Jjobs dia you do.there?
Again,‘ﬁostly'violéntvcrimeS/ occasionally political
'crimes, robberies, things of that néture.

Now, would a:part of‘you;ajob;aesqription be to assist
lqéal laﬁ enforcement agencies hereiin Anderson
County?

Yes, sir. I do.

Noﬁ, did you have an occasion tb assist the Anderson
County Sheriff's Office in the investigation of
Jamario Joneé.and the case'we're here today on?

Yes, sir; |

Now, as a parf of\your quies, AO’you have the ability

- or the authority to, what they call, trace firearms?
Yes, éir. |
And in this case, were you asked to do that?

I was. |
And.can you just briefly describe for the ladies and
gentlemeh of the jury, what you refer to as firearms

trace? What does that mean?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. CAMPBELL 126
A - " Despite:what most people think,ithere is no national
éun~registry. When we trace a fireaxm, we are able to
trace it to the last federal firearms licensee and to
: wﬁom it was sold. For example; a. pawn shop or
Grady's, they‘are'a,federal firearms‘licensée. They
sell that firearm, we ére able to trace it to whom it
‘was sold to. Now, that doesﬁ't ﬁean tha;‘firearm
éan't be transferréd or'moved around’after thatp Ydu
mayrséll it to a friena or in the-newséaééf, which is,
iin:the State of Sqﬁth Carolina, legal. That's not

traceable}of that nature.

- Q- So, is it under Federal law or State law, is it

A Not in the Statelof South'Garolina. ‘In some

against, if.you purchase a wea%pn, is‘it-against,the .
v;éws that T give.it to someone else; alféﬁily member
or a friend? 

circumstances, it may be, but in Federal law, it's not
as.well, as long as you do not'éhgagé in the business
of selling firearms as your business[ then you have to
get a license. Without that, you are free to trade
and swap and things of that nature.

Q Now, in'this case, did you do a firearms trace?

A.. I did, sir.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked State's
Exhibit No. 20, Mr. Stallo. I'm going to show you
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' DIRECT EXAMINATION dF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. CAMPBELL 127
':‘this.i Would you pleasé identify this, sir. TIt's

unloadéd, by the wéy.” - i |

' This is a Highpoint .380 pistol,‘sémi—automatic that i;

>t£acedf I believe it was inrApril/or May of 2011. |
 So,'this is the'weapbn that you did a firearms trace
 bn?
Yesi §iri

»}.And whep.you_do a fireérﬁS'trace,'§oﬁ learn cerféin N
information abéut-thé pufchaSe;of the selling;of this =
'gun; :Is that“cofiéét?<' 2 | |

Yeé(Aéiriﬂ
. And fn'thishéaséiuﬁhét éaiiber,il ﬁean, wﬂét brand‘qr

ﬁénufqéfurer is this gun? ’

;ifﬂs'a Highpoiht‘firéagm, CF .380,'5‘;380 caliber,
‘;égmiQaufbﬁatic pistol.. : |
'fAnd,Qgre'ybﬁ.aple toldete}mine,.wés this -qun sold ’

‘legally here in thé State of Soufh*éaroliné?,v

,Yes; sir. It was. .. |
Do yougfecall when that was?

It was in Februar?{of}ZOli.- I Pelieve it was February

4, 2011. : .?

And whefevwas this gun purchaéed?

At the B&B Pawn Shop, which is on Main Street here in

Andérson, South Carolina. | |

And were you able. to determine who the purchaser was?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. CAMPBELL 128
Yes, sir. I was. |
And who was that? .
That waé a Ms. Candice Brown.
And this gﬁn here was bought legally. Is that your
testimoﬁy?
Yes, sir. It was a purchase an individual made at B&B
Pawn Shop in Andersdh, South Carolina iﬁ‘February of
2011.
Now, after this gun was purchased, fhis was the gun
that was recoveréd.inathis‘ongoing investigation by
the Sheriff's Office. 1Is that right?
That's what I understand. Yes, sir.
And aS‘a.result, the Sheiiff'S“Officéuasked Ybu to do-
this firearm's trace.
:Yes, sif.
.80, this gun was recovered and what your inférmation
is, it was potentially used in a criﬁe.
Correct.
'Now, after‘you’did this firearms trace on this weapon
did ;ou aiso assist the deputies in the Sheriff's
Office investigating this case?
Yes. I was pretty much, from the get-go, involved in
the ihvestigation;
Aﬁd in this .case, dia you interview witnesses?

Witnesses, potential suspects, et cetera.
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Now, do you know, when yoq'did this firearms trace,
where this weapon was récovered?

I do. A residence off of Street here‘in
Anderson. | |

And to get it straightyfrom you, there is no léw that
says a legal purchaser of a weapon can't transfer it
or give it to someone else?

You ‘cannot purchasé~a weapon for someone else. That
wéuld be "a straw purchaselﬁhich is illegal, but if you
purchasg avfirearm, havevit for a little'whiie, you
might say you\doﬁ't like it, want to sell it, horse
trade it to my bﬁddy;'that, as long as ﬁhat person is
not prohibited, that's fine. 1In the Stéte of South
Carolina, that'slfine. |

Agent Stallo, I don't have any furthei_questions. If
you yill please answer any questions Mr. Smith may
ﬂave.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. SMITH

Q

Agent Stallo, tell me what,you understand to héve
occurred at the beginning of this incident. What was
the reason for Melody Ellis, to'your knowledge, going
over to Ronnie Béntley's house?

Based on our investigation, it was a robbery.
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CROSS EXAMINA’HON OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. SMITH ' 130
Excusé me? |
It was a drug robbery.
That was the purpose?.
That:was, what I bélieve, what Melody ﬁllisf purpose
,was); | N |
Did she get along well with the defendant? ,
I did an. interview withvher and no, she did not.
" Why is;that?,‘ |
- Bccording to.ﬁer‘étateméﬁt?'
Yes. h ' L .
When I‘interviewéd her, she told‘me;that she was
in&olved in a dramatic ¥elatioﬁship Qith her over. the
‘Qeafs in.a small'commﬁnity and théy diqn't get aléng

And‘héve‘you had an opportunity to go over all of

. Ms. Ellis' statements?

I,believé:I“haQQ. I believe I have.

Haﬁe you seen 6he staﬁement Qhere she doesn't say fhat
_her purpose was to gouover andjfight this woman? One
statement. ‘

No. . I don't think I've seen one statement.

So, she has been consistent from the immediéte
aftermath Of this until today. Is that right?

Her statements ha&e. Yes, sir.

.Other than that, you don't know anything that‘happened‘
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR, SMITH 133
‘invasion and a robbery where Mr. Jones wasvcuipable
and was a co~defendant in this matter. That's what i
gléahed fféﬁ'the‘investigétion;!

That's youf interpretatioﬁ.‘ Right?

Based on my éXperienCe‘and the infbfmatibn_that-was-
presented to mew Ye§,~sir.

QThe'informatioh fhét Qés pfesentedvto you; That

"included a lack of forensic evidence. PDidn't‘it?

If memory7seres;-I.don'ﬁ'kﬁbw that - =- forensics beingw
'fihgérprintszor_—- we had a fireafm,
.. Anything. -..°

A feéovepedrfirearmi

No. I'm'nét téiking‘abéut'the firearm.

_Oh}‘frém thé;criﬁe sceﬁé? , |

Yes; |

I don't kﬁowlﬁhét t@ére was any ﬁoren§ic#eviden¢e2}
Soflthere was’ﬁo evideﬁce;oﬁher thanxthe‘victim;s
statéménis. Right? f»' - i , f.

The ﬁiétim'sAstétements and the photographs that were
taken of the hbuée infdiéarfay‘and‘then'wi£ness
statemehts Showing one of the victims screaming out
the window after the altercation. I think she pushed
. the window out and waé scfeaming to call 911.

After the'altercatién.

Robbery, altercation.
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. SMITH 138
~that, through your interpretafion, this was a drug
robbery.
I believe that's what the suspects talked abouf prior
to entering the residehce. Yes.
And you took statements ffom Ms. Ellis who told you,
"I went just to fight.™ Right?
Correct. |
Yet, your interpretation was that if was a drug
- robbery. ) | - . ;. |
That's what —-- In my interpretation based on our
iﬁvestigation, what was in the minds of the two
suspects that were arrested in this case were, they
beligvedrthereiwere drugs in the house and;moniest
I don't kﬁow if this ig something new in the agency.
‘Can you tell me how you are allowed to read minds?
Well, this was mogtly based on prioﬁ investigatidns
we've conducted, but mostly on wifness -- I'm sorry --
victim interviews tﬂat said that, explained to me,
that when they were gocing thréugh £he residence,
"Wheré's it at?" "Where is this?" and opening the
drawers and ransacking the place to a degree and this
is-based on my experience with other investigations
we've wqued in the community, that a lot of these
daytiﬁe robberies are for nércotics, because people

think that the police will never be called, so it's
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RE-CROSS EXAMINA’ITON OF SHAWN STALLO BY MR. SMITH 140
statements in the police car to the jail. Didn't she?
I'm not'certain, but she did give me aﬁ.interview.,
Yes. I spoke with her for an hour or so.
At anyrfime, did she waiver from the fact that the
purpose bngoing‘over the?e'was to fight another
woman?
No.
Aﬂd qid.she, in' fact, fight_aﬁother wéman?
Thére"was an altercation. 'i dgn't know if it was a
fistfight or more of a, somebody héld a gun to.
.someoﬁe's head and there wasn'fvmuch of a fight:there,
according tonfhe victim.’
Acéording to the victiﬁs.
Yes.
The victims have had}marijUana?' Do y§u recall,
»through your investigation and spéaking to the
Aviétims?
Yes.
And do you recall that one of the victims talked about
the marijuana? |
If memory serves,ione of the Vicﬁims said that there
’ was'maybe user amounts of marijuana in the residence
in the past. To my knowledge, no marijuana or any
other drﬁgs were discovered inside the residence orl

paraphernalia, items that would be used to manufacture
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 147
dispounting everything that Melody Ellis said about
going over to fight that girl. Isn't that fi@ht?

A Yes. -
MR. SMITH: I have no further questions, Your_Honbr.
THE COURT: Thank you, sir. iYou may be excused. Call

your next witness,Aplease. |
Mﬁ. CAMPBELL: Darcel Taylor.

;(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Darcel

Téylor testified as foilows:l

CLERK OF COURT: If you would take the witness stand

and 'state your name and spell your last name for the

record, please.

~MR. TAYLOR: My name'is Darcel Taylor. My last name

is spelled T-A-Y-L-O-R.

pIREFT—EXAMINATION*OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL
‘Ms. Taylor, ‘where-do you_currently live?
I stay in R , South Carolina.
I'm sorry. I didn't hearJYOu.

, South Carolina.

Okay. And how old are you?

I'm 27 years -old. | |
And do you have any children?
‘i have two girls.

And what are their names?

My oldest, she's four now, her name is Minor1
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 148

and my youngest is two now and her name is Minor2-

And are you employed?
Yes, I am.
And where aré you employed at?
I'm employed at Comfort Care Providers,'itﬂs a:home
healthcare agency, and I aﬁ the office-adminisérator.
Naw,ﬁonAApril 15; 2011, wereAYOu stili living .at your
addre§s?'- | |
.'At thgt t}me,ﬁI'has‘in_Spartanbufgléoﬁnty,
OCkay. And were~yop4émp16yed back in:ygpf‘SAme:i
capacity in your employment on April 15, 201;?:
Yes. I was workiné ﬁwo'jobs-at théf time. .I was
" working at BMW on third shift and, I had been'wofking
‘there five-and-a-half years and.thén I stafped part-
time with myrcompany I‘ﬁ with now,fComfort bare,’
Providers. -
_And currenﬁly, are you workiné with BMW aﬁy more?
No. I had an accident_afteiathis accidént.A‘I fell<‘
vand bustedAtﬁe béck éfmmy'head and I had to get
stitqhes. |
Now, back in April>of 2011, you were friends with
Ronnie Bentley?
Yes, I am.

And she had an apartment, apartment at
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DIRECT EXANHNATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 149

Apartments?

Yes, sir.

Would you occasicnally 'go stay over there?

Yes, I would on certain days, like, BMW had‘work flex
shifts and I woﬁid have long weekends and on long
weekends, . I woﬁld go down and it would be Thursday,
Friday, Saturdéy and Sunday, Monday, then work wouldl
start back up on Tuesday and if I was already working
my part-time jog already, I'd go back and forth and
commute from Anderson County to Greenville County.
And'when you would go see Ms. Bentley, would you take
your children with you?

Yes,. I would.

You are the primary caregiver for these two children?

Yes, I am. They stay with me, they live with me, I

take ' them to the doctors, I do everything for them.

I'm all they have.

Now, you said you live in ’ are you oriéinally
from Gféenville County?

No, I'm not;

Where are you from?

I'm originally from Detroit, but I've been raised back
and forth bétween Detroit and Greenville because my
Dad is from Detroit and my Mom, she's from Greenville,

South Carolina.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 150
o And prior to this, did you have any contacts in
Anderson County besiaes knowing Ms. Bentley?

A No. I only know her and her -family and that's all.

' 0 Do you;knbw, or did you know at the time, Jamario

Jones?

‘A No, -I did.not: Not until he came into her home that

day.
Q . Se, prior to April 15, 2011, you didn't know this man

sitting right here. Did you?

A No, sir.
0 Did you know his co-defendant in this case, Melody

Ellis? : oo

A . Né. I did not.

o) Now, about what time on.the day of April 15, 2011, did
you first see Mr. Jones?

A.- The first time ever on Aprii 15th,-if was probab}y
around 12:30 or 1:00 and me and my,‘at the time she
was a pne—year—old; and we were sitting down watching
T.V. and I had a big old teddy bear that we would lay
on and the T.V. was direcfly in front of us and the
door is kina of diagonal and I heérd a knock at the
door andf\Ronnie, she came and she answered the door
and oncé again said, "Byrd doesn't live here,"” and

shuts the door.

Q And at that point in time, did you get a good look at
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 151
him? ‘

Yes, I did.

How was he dressed?

He had a white tee shirt on, he had a low hair cut and
he had dark.blue jeaps'on and I"seen he had a-chip in
his tooth.

Now, after -- did Ronnie let him in the housé, in the
apartment?

No. Thevfifst time, no. She just,said, "No, Byrd
doesn't live here. I told you that before." And

shut the door.

And the apartment that you were staying at, Ms.
Bentley's, éould you just briefly describe it for the
ladies and gentiemen of the jury? : |

I mean, the living room,is,lit's a big‘huge living
room, but the kitchen is small. It's like the size of
from here to the ending of that post. (Indicating)
That's how big the kitchen is. And then there's the
kitchen sink, the stove. It's built for one person
‘and it's for her, but like I said, me and her are
friends and me and my kids wduld:come down and'she
would watch my kids on occasion, because I don't
really have nobody to watch them and so they would
have their little stuff o§er in the corner to the

left-hand side and in the kitchen, a little princess
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table that they would eat at ;ﬁd she had one sectional
couch that went around the whole living room and then
you go to the back, theré}s her drawers, a walk-in
cloéet that you can put eveérything in, her bathrqom
and then her béck room aﬁd plus I bought a smaller
toddler bed for my kids to sleep in when they were
theré. |

Sb? he came to the door and hé left..;Did you see him
anytime shortly after tﬁéf?'x.

After tﬁé first knock, thén the second knock came.
Ronnie,lshevwas'on the phone with her sister, because
she was getting ready to go talk to'her landlady about

something and her sister, her and her sister, they

. were talking on the phone and then ---

MR.~SMITH: Objection, Xogr Honor, speculatiqn.

THE COURT: Sustained..

Ms. Bentley was on the phone, and while éhé was on the
phong, what happened next?

Weil, she.was on the phone and she said, "Well, I'1l1l

be right back and there was a knock on the door and I

said, "Get the door again,"™ and.then next thing you

know, the only thing I seen was a black gun and a
black glove holding the gun and he said, "Give it up."
Excuse my language, but he said, "Give it up. Where

the fucking money at? Where's the fucking money at?"
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. And he told her to turn around. She drops her phone

and i didn't know what was going on at the time and I
was just holding my little girl and she starts crying
and he says, "Come on, you know what this is." And he
says, "Come oh,*getlin hére." And he makes her cbme_
in, leave from the door, makes her go into the kitchen

and says, "Get face down." She gets face down on the

_kitchen floor and the next thing you know, once she

was. positioned on the floor, ‘that's when his, whoever
she i1s, comes in and she shuts the door and she locks
it behind her and then she comes in ranting and

raving, "Oh,'so you think you all are bad, talking

. shit, da, da,.da, da," and then he comes back out

pointing the gun and points at me. They are -

alternating, she's in there taunting her and he comes
out and asks me "Where's the money at?" And I tell
him theré's no money, there's nothing in here, and he
goes back-in, puts the gun back to the back of her

head and she comes out and says, "Well, baby girl, I

‘know you know where it's at, give it up." And I'm

like, "Nothing's in here. There is nothing in here."
I'm hoidihg onto my little girl, because she's crying.
My three-year-old, at.the time, she's in the'back
watching Spongebob and she, -1like I always told he?,

"just stay in your room and just watch T.V.," and she
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 154
leaves and goes 5aék into phe kitchen wi?h Ronnie. He
comes out and he has the gun on ﬁe, but he's still
searching aréund the apartmeﬁt and he's asking,
"Where's it at; wﬁere's it at?" And I told him, "I
don't have anything, there's nothing there, thére'slng
money." And it just keeps continuing and the next .
thing you know, the_girl(-she<¢omés back out asking me
one last ‘time, asking like it'é one last time and I'm
still sittiné dowh énd.sﬁe was-kneelfhg down towards
me and thh her ‘doing  that, I'm tﬁinking she's just

going to'go back and do whatever, but she comes back

- and -next thing you know I see a foot go full force and
~comes at my face, so I cover my child,. because she's

-still on my left side and I'm still getting kicked in

the face and that's when my three-year-old comes:
around and then éhé sees me and she says, ;Mommy,
what's going on?" Aﬁd'thén she stopsffinally and goes
back to the kitchen where Ronnielwas and starts .
kicking here, all on her left side, starts kicking her
on her left side and he comes back out with the gun
and- he didn't know my three-year-old was right there
and so he swung to the left'and came back and put the

gun on me and then he went. to the back and he goes to

. the back and he's checking the closet that's right

there when you walk through the hall, he goes to back
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and T get up with my one-year-old and I walk to the
back and I'm checking on ﬁy daughter, because that's
the only_thing I'm worried about and he's_poinfing‘the
gun aﬁ me and telling me,  "Sit down. Sit down." 'And
I'm like, there's nothing‘in here, there's nothing in
here. That's the only thing I can keep repeating and
at this time, i'mftryiﬁg to calm both my kids down and
I keep.telling my three-year-old to go back in the

.room and then that's when he goes back to the kitchen

‘and he's still searching in the cabinets and stuff and

"she comes and she's pulling on me and telling me to go

in the kitchen and check.and making me open up and go
through the refrigerator, the drawers and everything.
We always would have money there on the side just in

case and 'she is still taunting her and while she's

*still kicking her, ‘kicking Ronnie while she's on the

ground, Ronnie has not moved once, because he said he

.would blow her head off if she moved and then she was

"talking and- just saying, "Oh, you'think you're bad,

talking about me in the streets," and just saying all

~ this other stuff and telling me, "Why you with this

loser," and all this unrelevant stuff and if you come
to fight somebody and then she was like, "Ain't
nothing in here. This bitch ain't got nothing, she

ain't worth shit and then she saYs, "Come on," and

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




60

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 156
1 then he seen thaf'I slid my phone underneath my teddy
2 . bear becaus; I was'trying to call for help, but he
3 locked my bhone. Somgbodyzwent through my purse,
4 because itlwas beéide the door. We have a -chair’
5 ' tﬁat's right béside the door and I just-said, "Please,
6 just leave my phoﬁe. Just leave my phone,” because he
7 S aiready had hefs and he left my, he gave me my phone
.8 - - and told me, "Don{t call the poiice." I can't call
9 ’ nobody, because‘it's ;ocked.':Once they'rah out, I'm
10 . - . still holding my daucjhter._ I locked the door. I put
11 ”the'chain on it and I go back there and T check on
- 12 ‘ Ronnie, because she's just bleediﬁg ail from the side
; 13 | of her head and she has knots and bruises -all down her
14| body. Then i look, I seen my little girl. She was
15 ' bleeding fiom the top right-side of her head where she
16 A "got kicked'at; She has a permanent scar on the top-of
17 her head‘nQWiand a knot -still there. My thrée—year— |
18 ] old,‘now whé is four, she-is having, just keeps
19 4 ' saying, "Mommy, what's going on? What's going on?".
20 And I don't know what to tell her and I didn't know
21 ' anything that happened to me, but when somebody comes
22 into your home . or whatever, I have this result now. I
23 . have no top teeth. They..cut them and they are
24 deteriorating ndw, so with all that I'm going through
25 extensive surgery that I can't pay for, because yeah,
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I just left my job for‘a year now, well, this month
will be a year énd so without insurance, theylﬁant you
to pay $1800.00 up front. And my little girl, I had
to take her to the doctor just to make sure nothing
was damaged-with her and taking my youngest to make
sure -- she suppréssés everything and Ronnie's just
worried about us and everybody was ou%siae. It was a
bright day. You could see what was going on and
nobody calls the police. For her sister to have to
hear on the phone and her sister and Mom come over
there. It doesn't make éense.. After that, I don't
know where they went or how they went. I jhst knew
everybody in the whole apartment complex was outside.

~ There was a gﬁy who kept asking about, was outside

" trying .to be like, ™Oh, what's.goiné on," looking
around and you don't know what's going on, but .
soméquy said they heard a gunéﬁot because the window
got broken when they were throwing stuff all over the
place and there was glass everywhere and all'over my
kid's toys. | |
Now,‘Ms.’Taylor, when you saw him come in the second
time, you say you saw the gun. He also had gloves on
his hands?
The first time ---

MR. SMITH: Objection. Leading.
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" THE COURT: Re-phrase, please.

Ms. Taylor, when you saw him the second time, when he
came to the door, .did Ronnie Voluntarily let him come
through the dobi?

No.r;She was just answering the door and the néxt'
thing;you know, a gun is fight there, and so when
someboay tells you-to move; get back, tufﬂ‘around, you
know what this is, you're going to tufn around and not

do anything because you are fighting for,ybur life,

. because-thatfs how the gun.was;‘pointed at her in her

face while she had the phone up to her head and says,
"Turn around. You know what this is." And so, the
door is forcefully pushed open instead of inviting

somebody in.

.And when you saw him with the gun, was.he wearing

anything?

He just had blackﬁgloveé on thisgtime, I guess to
cover up, but he didn't have no‘ﬁask‘bn; his face was
clear as plain as day, he still had on the white tee
éhirt and 5lue jeané on.

And that's how he was dressed when you saw him
earlier?

Yes, sir.

Just a few minutes prior to that.

Yes, sir.
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. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL 1'5 9
So, the only d@fference was, . he had‘gloveé on fhis
time. | |
That's the only difference.

Do you think he knew your'kids wefeAthére?

I'm not suré.'<I can't state ;r say,. but once he.saw.
my three—yeafﬁold, hé(stértea getting shaky.

And the co-defendant who's kﬁown as MS, Ellis, the
girl that you saw,in there. . |

ﬁh4huh. |

_wa'was she dressed? -

éhe'haa on a burgundy, §hé had longfdreads~pulled back
in a ponypail, éhe:ﬁad.on a bﬁrgundy Bojangles.shirt,

R because i% had thg.é&janglesklogo and evgr}thingjin

yellow written on_thé back and Béjangles~written,on .

thg bottom; I'm not §u;e if,it-waé navy biue‘or
ﬂblack,(but,fhey.wére Dicky sgprtsxwith black shoes.

'And‘how longfaftefb—— he waéJin tﬁe apartment first.
is(that right? | S -

.Yesi”sir. ) B

. How lohg was he in the apértment béfore she showed up?
Before she ghowed up, it was thifty seconds to a

' minute,‘because He'made sure shé'was secured on the
ground and next thiné you' know, she walks in, sﬁe

. shuts the door and she locks it{‘

And when you saw her, did she have any type of weapon
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DIREéT EXAMINATION OF DAi'RCEL TAYtOR BY MR. CAI\_/IPBELL 160
-’in her*handS? . | 4
She didn't have anything infher~hands.
"So, the only person you- saw with a~weapbn1was him;-
:_Xes; sir. q | |
iAnd-that was'a‘gnn?
»‘Yea, sir.. .v - . K
~j‘No'w, can yOu deSCribe thevéun that you saw?w?
I just remember seelng a black gun- and it was p01nted
at the back of her head, p01nted at my face and just ‘
g01nguall over thefroom,%because‘justAto make you)to
atay somewhere,itelling yéu'to»eit‘down,‘dcn“timOVeh
;That s all I remember S .
And when the gun'was p01nted at you, were you holdlng
Ayourlch;;d, your one- year old child, in yonr'arms‘at
thatytimeé
" Yes, siré i never iet‘gotcf*my:daughteruv Shekstayed
-on. my 31de If a- Chlld 1s crying, they are not.going
" to want to get down from a parent ’
'And when the ‘three- year ~old came out of . the back
Abedroomﬂf—meWJ _\13 her name?
.Yee,feir.; i
Did I. say-',that right? . .
Uh-huh. Minor1
When Minor1 '~ came out of the room, did he point the

gun at her?
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He swung -- when he seen her say, "Mommy, what's going

on," because that's when she seen the girl attacking
me, then he swung over the left and'then came back to
me to make sure I sat back down because I was getting
up before i could tell her fo just sit down, go back

into your room and he said, "No, 'you sit down, stay

‘ right there." 1I'm not going to sit down. Those are

my kids and if he had to kill me for that, then that
would have been that, but I'm still going to protect
my kids.

And do.you know exactly what they were looking for?

‘He came in and-say, "Give me all your money and give

up- the weed,"_buf there's nothing there. I'm not
going_to have my'kids around something -~ I work two
jobs,.for God's sakes. I'm a single ‘parent and so if
I'm seliing or if anybody's selling, why would I have
need to have this}and'I'm paying my .taxes, I'm doing
all tﬁis;‘;Thefe's no such reason for me to even go --
why would I want to risk my lifeé

Would you.have even taken your kids over to Ms.
Beﬁtley's house if there was‘evidencé of drug use or
drug deéling? -

No. I would not.

And was there any?

No. There was not.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. CAMPBELL . 162
And after you —— after they left and you locked the
door -—- about how long were they in the apértment,

from your recollection?

: They were in there for a good‘thirty minutes going on

an hour and with all that noise and people were

outside, nobody did‘énything.

"And did you yell out, after the left, for someone to
- call 9112
" No.: Ronnie, she yelled out, because she was so ﬁpset

-and she was bleeding. . That's when ‘we all started

noticing the scars and everything and she was like,
"Y'all standing out: there. Y'all call the police,"

because nobody had called the police that we knew of.

i

And did law enforcement . respond?

Yes, they did, because her sister.had called the

: police and her Mom was calling the police aﬁd they had

got there -- her Mom and sister had arrived two
minutes right after‘théyzhéd'ran out the door.
Andliaw>enforcement:sﬂowed up. pretty quickly aftef
théy left. Is that right?:

They did.

And you spoke to the detectives on the scene?

Yes, sir.

And you described to them what had happened or taken

place as you remembered it or recalled it?
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A Yes. I did.

Q And you also gave them a description of the suspects
or the two"individuéls that came to the apartment’and
attacked y'all.

A Yes.

0 And prior to this, had you. ever seen the other girl,
the Ellis girl?

A ,Prior,té fhis -1 sfay to myself. 1I've never seen
her. I don't know nobody in Anderson County. I don't
know you, (indicating jﬁ;or) I don't know»énybody
before today. | |
MR. CAMPBELL: Court's indulgence, please.

o} 'Ms. Téylor, this maﬁ seated rigﬁt,here,'(iﬁdicating)

Mr:vJones, is that the man that came through the door

on ——-

A Yes, sir.
Q  --- April 15, 20112
A’ Yes, sir. ‘It is.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Hohor, for the record, I don't
know if I did this prior to this, but let the record
reflect that shé is referring to Mr. Jones, the defendant
in this case.

"THE COURT: Right. So reflected.

MR. CAMPBELL: I have no further questions. Your

-Honor, may Mr. Smith and. I approach?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. SMITH 164
THE COURT: Yes, sir. ’
(Bench conference off the record)
| .(Breaky'
THE COURT: Is the defense ready to proceed?
MR. CAMPBELL: Yes, sir.-
THE COURT:. Are you ready to proceed?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir.

. THE COURT: Bring the jury_iﬂ}'pleasg.

(Jury in at 11:13 awm.) -

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Smith, are you ready for

cross examination?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir. May it please the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. SMITH

o]

A

Good morniﬁg,‘Ms. Taylor.

Go&d morning..

Wifh fegard to that ﬁorning, when Mr. Jones and Ms.
Ellis came into the residence, where were you sitting?
I was sitting in the middle of the couch. It's é
sectional couch and I was in the middle of it.

Can you tell me where the door is?

The door is diagonal, the_doof is like -- say this
cbrner is the door (indicating), and then diagonally
the couch goes all around the living room and I'm on.
the couch and then the teddy bear is right here and my

little girl is beside me and the T.V. is in front of
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CROSS EXAM]NA’HON OF DARCEL TAYLOR BY MR. SMITH 175
Do you take your two-year-old now for counseling, as
wéll?
No.k_I‘don't.
How many visits with Dr. Levine have with ---
Drf Nevine. "N".
Neviﬁe. |
"N" as in Nancy.
How many visits did Minor1  “have with him?
She only~ﬁad three visits.
With regard to the first time Mr. Jones was at the
residence, wherg were you at that point?
The first’time?
VuYesi .
- When he knocked on' the door that,fi;st day?
Suré;-“
"I was -—-

Now, wait.; You did say about noon. Right?
V'Yeah;.that's what I'm saying. The fifst day, when he
knocked the first time. The same.day when he knocked

the first time.

I'ﬁ éorry. Okay. Yes.

I was in my same‘poéition on the couch, because it was
my day off, so I wasn't going nowhere, I was lounging
a;ound.

And you know for a fact that he didn't have gloves on
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watchihg'T.V.”With_my child and Ronnie was walking out
the door while she was answering it and —--

VSo, right at that moment, you started changing your
pasSword and someonelgot.iﬁtoﬂyouf account or
something of that hature?

No. 'I was just taking it off. I‘méan,ll was at home.
I was jﬁst sitting and doing notﬁing watching T.V.
with my child and so I alhéys‘havejﬁy phoﬁé in my hand
or my phone is beside me, SO'I méan, I can play apps
oi my games, I can change‘my’péssword bn ny ﬁhone. I
can dd é.wholé‘bunch of stuff on my phone and so at
that time, T Was Jjust changiﬁg my péésWofa and when I
was .in the midst of doing that, it gotllodked. When
yqﬁ'reﬁiﬁ the‘midst bfVCﬁangipg”yéur,passﬁoraﬁ it gets
loéked and yoh don't knéw the new bassword to it, you
-can‘tvget in your phone. |

No one took that phoﬁe from ybu.4 ﬁight?

It got tookenlat the end, because he seen that I had
my‘phpné‘uhdérneath‘my teddy bear and I told him to
give me my phone back>and he gave me'my phone and he
said, "Don't call the police." o

So, he was robbing you and he gave you a way to call
the police and he simply éaid; "Don't call the
police?"”

Well, yes. It sounds stupid, but I don't know why he
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198

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Ronnie

Bentley testified a$ follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: If you would take the witness stand

and state your name and spell your last name for the

record, please.

MR. BENTLEY: My name is Ronnie Bentley.

B-E-N-T-L-E-Y.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL

Q

» o » O ¥ O »

>0

(@

Ms. Bentley, how old are you?

Twenty-four.

And where are you from?
I'm. from Anderson.

Did you go to school here?

I did.

Where did you go to school? ..
I went to Westside.

And where do you currently live?

Still at my address, .

And I know you're real soft spoken, you'll have to
speak up.

QOkay.

Now, you're living today where you were living on

April 15, 20117
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DIRECT EXAMINA’HON OF RONNfE BENTLEY BY MR CAMPBELL . 199
Thaf's not my residence. I'm stéying with my sister.
Do you étill have that apartment?

Yes, sir.

Why are you Staying with your sister now?
Because I don't want to go home.. -

What for? The reas;n why.

Becapse'i got robbéa;

i'Is that wﬁy We're‘here‘today? Are yég taiking about
this robbery?j | |

“~Yes, 'sir.

Now', how.lqng'havehiou had the. apartment - at the
Apartﬁents?

Three years.

‘Three'years? Okay. And in April-of  last year when

you were staying there, Ms. Taylor would bring her.

kidé over there every now aﬁd then and: spend thef"

weekend with-y'all?

She did.

Now, do you know Jamario Jones?

I don't.

Had you met him ﬁrior to April 15, 20112

I met him April 13th. |

Please tell the ladies and gentlemen of the jury about

that. '

I met him April 13th through my cousin, whose name is
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 200

Queﬁton Byrd. I was introduced to Jaﬁario as his
cousin. We just said, "Hey," and that was that.
Did he come into-your apartment?

No.

Was it outside the 1 . Apartmenté?,

It was. It was at a friend's house.

“Now, yoﬁ said Quenton Byrd. Does he live in the area?

He said that he lives across the street from our

apartments-

-Can'yoﬁ see it from your apartment?

I can.

‘Now, when'you sg& him on April‘iBth”4— you said, April -
13th? . ... - .. .0

Uh—ﬁUh." . v ”1 . J. ) ST

How lorig did you talk to him?

Just ito know his name.

‘And prior to that .date or prior to being introduced to

him by_Queﬂtoﬁ Byrd, you hadn't seen him before?
No.

Now, when wads the next time that you had the
opportunity fo see 'Mr. Jones?

The next day, on the 14th.

" Okay. BAnd what was that about?

He came to my door and asked me was "Byrd there. I

told him Byrd wasn't there.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES .
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: DfRECT E‘XAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 201 .

| And when He came to your door, was. he by himself?

He' was.

Did you let him into_ your apartment?

No,‘ I did not.

IHow long did the conversation or meeting‘withwhim at

ybur door'lagt?

No more than three seconds.

jffi'm sbrgyL”I didn"tlheaf:you..

: ;N6r horevt£éﬁ fivéiorféik'se¢ond§&yf
So, YOQ“jusé tola him'Byrd wééhlt‘thére~and closédffhé'
door? . | - |
Naﬁ, ybﬁrgapaftmeht[>éré yéu éh the firs£ fléof dr
'second floor éf your apqrtmenf bdiidingé" |
Second floér@>x .-‘;4,1‘ | y /

-Ana:how‘close do ydu?think you are-to the'Beit6n~Mart,z

the little cohveniencé:%tpre'éown the road? .

Nor far at all. It's ﬁalking distance._'

How about the Belton EMS station? |

Walkingndistahced |

Now,Aafter you saw him,.I guesslit'would be the day of

April'14£h,‘whén he came to yoﬁr door, did you see him

at any other time the rest of that dAY?

No.i Not that day. '

When waé the'negt time you saw him?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 202

April 15th.
And on that day, can you .just tell the ladies and

gentlemen of the jury what you did earlier that day?

I went to Anderson with my friend, the same friend

that I met him at hef house. I went to Anderson. I

- went to my sister's housé, because I had a meeting

with my rent lady when I got baék home.
And you came back home.
Uh-huh.

Was Ms. Taylor at your apartment when you got home?

. She was.

Were her two children theie?

They were.

Now, when you came back from Aﬁdersoﬁ, you went.back
té your aparfment?a |

Yés, sir.

At any point while you were in your apartment, did you
have an occasion to come into contacf, again, with Mr.
Jones? When was tﬂé next timeAyou saw him?

When he knocked on my door.' A

And do you know, approximately, what time of day that
was? | '

It had to be about_t@o,Atwo ten, maybe.

Was.it before the oppdrtunityvyou had to meet with

your landlady?
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| Yes.
Now, whgn‘yoﬁ saw him, can you pleaée describe what he.
looked like, ﬁow he wésidressed?
‘He'is a black male. He‘had a low-cut.
_‘When'you say, low-cut, whét are you talking about?
‘He’d;dnlt héve aS'much hair és,he hés now. 'lt was
shorter fhan thét. He had a white tee shirt on and
Eluejéaﬁs. | | |
And this was in the daylight hou;s."Is £hat right?

‘It was.

. And when you saw him this time, what, if anything, was

said between the two of y'all?

When he came to my house and knocked the first time?

Yes, ma'am.

He asked me where Byrd at..
Was this the same thing he had asked you the, day
before?

It was.

- And what did'you tell him?

JI told you the other day that Byrd doesn't stay-here.
I siammed my door and lécked it. ‘

pid you think thié was peculiar or funny?

It was. I didn't know why he woula come to my house.
When you met him the'first time on“April 15th, tﬁis

time, did you allow him to come into your apartment?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 204

No.

Now, after you closed the door, what, if anything,
were you doing next?

I kissed the girls and my cell phone rings and I'm
talking to my sister and I hear a knock on my door and
I go to my door and it's Jamario standing at my door
with a -gun in my face and he said, "Get the fuck off
the phone." I dropped my phone instantly and he was
lowering mé in the kitchen telling me to get the fuck
on therground.

Now, I want to step you back just,a second. When he
knocked on the door the second time‘ and ybu opened it, -
you were on the telephone?

I Qas.

And YOﬁ were talking to you siste;;‘

I was.

Now, did you -say anything to yéur sister;while you
were on the phdne with her?

No.

Why not?

I:'was shocked..

And how was he dressea this second time, when you saw‘
him the second time?

Still the same way, a white tee shirt and bluejean

pants.
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DﬁQECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 205
| Except this time, he had é gun. 1Is that right?5

Yes. He had a black gun and black gioves.

MR. SMITH: Objection. ‘

THE COURT: Re-phrase.

‘What did he have with him this time that he didn't
“have the previou$ time youlhad seen him? |

He had black gloves on and a guﬁ.'

Do you know what kind of gun it was?

Like'a police gun. |

And what color was it?

" Black.

Now,Awhen he came to tﬁe dobr the second time.with the
'gun; did he force his way into'your apartment?

He did.

Yoﬁ*didn'f allow him to come~in'voluntarily, did you?

No.

What, if anything, did'you do with the phone tﬁat you

were holding? -

I droppedrit.

_And did you séy anything to your siéter prior tol

dropping the phone?

She had hung up.

So, your conversation with your sister was very short?

Uh-huh.

You have to use words, because she is taking down
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DIRECT. EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 206
eveiything yéu say for the record, so you have,to use
words,‘please,'ma'am. Okay?

Okay.

Now, so you were on the phone and the phone call had
ended, the conversation had ended with your sister.
It did. When I dropped my phone, I guess she hung up,
because she wasn't on the phoﬁe.

But you didn't tell her, "I have to go" or "I have to
get off the phone.”

No.

Now, when he came in, did he:lay hands on you?

No. He didn't. | |

What did he do?

He directed me to the kitchen with the gun and told me
to get the fuck on the floor and going through my
kitchén and scrambling thfough everything.

Did he put you on the floor? . .

He did.

I'm sorry, I couldn't hear you.

He did.

Okay. Did he ask you or make you get on the floor?
He told me to get the fuck on the ground, or motioned
me with the gun.

At any point, when he had the gun held to you, was it

to the back of your head?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




80

10

11

12
13

14

15

16

17"

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

o ® o ® 0O  ®» O »® O » O B

L OTEH N O T S

DIRECT EXAMINAHON OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL - 207
It was. A |
Did he ever actually téuch you physically with the
gun?
No. Not with the gun.
And what was going thréugh your mind at this time?
Ehat ; was going to be &ead. |
Were you scared? |
I was.
And did he tell you what rgas&nVor why he was there?
No. He.said, “Where's.the money?"' "Where's the
weed?" I'told him I didn't have anyfhingf
Did yoﬁ have any,mopey?: |
Tﬁe mbney that he took.
And'did(you have any weed?
No.
And.when you're talking about wéed, are you talking
’about marijuana? ‘
Uh-huh.
You hévé to use words again, ma'am.
Yes.
- And you didn't have any in the house?
No.
Now,'while this was going on, did anybody else, when
he first knocked on the door, was anybody else with
him? |
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY EY MR. CAMPBELL 208
No. Not that I recall.
Let me ask you this: Is Jamario in the cqurtroom
today?
Yes. :He's right there.
You are referring this man with .the gray shirté
(Indicating) |
Yes, sir.
The defgndant in this cage?
Yes, sir. -
And this is the man who robbed you back in 20117
Yes, sir.. |
:And when he came to the door the secdnd:time,‘did he
do anything. to tLy'to hide‘hisiidentity or who he was?
No. Just wearing the. gloves.
" Nothing Qver’his face or anything'like that?
Nos.
Now, as fhis was going on, or prior to that, when he
came to the door the-second time, was anybody eiSe
with him that yéu could see?
No.
'Did anybodypelse come into your apartment while this
‘was taking place?
They did. -
And who was that?
Melody Ellis.
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DIRECT EXAMINATIOIQ OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 209
‘Now, you didn't know Mr. Jones, but dia you know Ms.
Ellis?
I know of her.
And dia you previously know her?
I_kﬂow of her.. We dated the same women.
Néw,'did you and her have something ongoing, a feud or
‘sbmething‘like.thét? )
Wéll,_we're two stﬁds.
‘Did'eitherlone of YOu héve;an argument pending with
. each ofhef, did y'ali havé,a ruhning feﬁd?
No. |
And when she éame-in, did she say anything fo anybody
in thgzroom?. ‘. |
. She said sbmething to me.
What did she say? |
She told me thaﬁ Itaiready knéQ what thisAwas, where
.the fuck is the money, I'm riding around in $20,000.00
cars, you go around talking.about me having sex with
'men; I rob you in‘broad daylight. She was kicking me
and told me to get £he fuck up and fight her.’ I was
like, how am I supposed't; fight you when you have a
l;gun at my back and she said he has the gun.
At any point, did she have a weapon?
She didn't

So, Mr. Jones was the one that held the gun on you the
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 210

entire, or hadithevgunlthe'entiré time?

Yes, sir.

Now, you said she was kicking you. Where, about, what
part of your body were you kicked?

" She kicked me on the left side of my face and after
I'd been kicked many times, I covered my face with my
left arm and had a big bruise here where she was
kicking my arm then.

Now, when this was going on and she was assaulting

Pyou, what was Mr. Jones doing?

He was walking around the house with the gun, éoming
back and forth, making sufe I wouldn't move. |

Ana, at any point, did he start~going thféugh ybu£
dfawerswin'tﬁe kitcﬁen? |

He did. He started g;ing through my drawers and then

he started going through my back pockets to make sure

" if I had money in’ those.

And was'he able to get'any mohéy?

He did. |
Approximately, how muéh?

Twenty dollars.

Did hevget it out 6f your drawers?

He got money out of the drawers and —--
MR. SMITH: Objection. Leading.

THE CQURT: Overruled. Go ahead.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAN[PBELL 211

As he was going through the drawers, you indicated he
was looking for money. |

Yes. He was.

Did,hé!get any money out‘of your drawers in the
kitchen?

He did.

%pproximate;y, howAmuchrwas that?

Three 'and atquartér, maybe.

And you also stated thaﬁ he went through your pockets.

- He ‘did.

And.a§ he was going through‘yopr pockets, where were
yoﬁ? | |

I was still lay;ng down on thelground.

And did he still_have thé gun‘in hislhénd?

He did. | |

Did you reach into your pockétsiand puliﬁthe money out
or did he reach into your pockets?.

He pulled‘my money éut.

And whefe wés your money? Was it in the front pocket
o? your‘baeklpockeﬁ? |

I believe it wés in my back pocket, on the lefthand
side.

Approximately, how much did he get off your person?
Twenty dollars.

And so, total, he got close to $350.00?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 212

Yes.

You don't know the exact amount, do you?

No.

And the money that he got, was it all cash?

It was. |

Did Ms. Ellis also. participate in- going through the
drawérs?. )

She did. S | )

Now, besides the kitchen drawers, did they go through
any other parts of yoﬁr apértment? “

They were taking turns going back and forth. - I mean,
Ilwas on the ground, but they did go in'and out the
kitchen.

Could you hear them?

Yeah, I heard them.

Did you evér look up and see what:was going on?

No, I was just praying that he wouldn't shoot me.
Now, at some point, did they eventually leave your“
apaitment?

They did.

And did you see tﬁem leave?

I heard them leave. I was still on the ground.

You still haven't looked up at this point in time?
No.

And after they left, what, if anything, did you do
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY"BY MR. CAMPBELL
next?

I got up and went to the window and I seen that the

window was broke and I jﬁst yelled out somebody cal

the police. All y'all out there, somebody call the
police. It seemed like the whole apartment complex
was' like right there in front of my window. I mean

they heard all this and nobody called the police.

That kind of upset you?
It did.
Did -- now this window we're talking about}'was it

normal window? . Was it broken or was it ﬁot.brokeﬁ?
It was broken. It wasn't broken before the inciden
happened.

!Weli, let's talk aboutiﬁhe wiﬁdoWﬁ ‘The window, pri
to them coming in, was aﬁything wrong with that
window? |

No.

Was the glass broken in the window?

No.. |

And affer they left, was anything wrong with the
window?

It was shattered.

And did you see it get shatfered or how it got
shattered? -

No.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 214

Did you hear it?

I heard a lot of commotion.

Did you hear the glass- break?

I heara a loud bang. That's all I heard. I never éot
up,. because I was scared. .

So, you'hever loocked up to-see exacfly what was .
happening?

No.

But afﬁer they left, did yoﬁ notice the condition of

t

the window?

‘I did.

And.what was it?
It was shattered.

And was there glass on the floor?‘

:Yes.

"And did you yell out this window?

I did.
And the wiﬁdow, does this window face the road as you

come into the apartment complex?

- Yes.

Now,~did you, yourself, call 9117

No. I did not.

Dd you- know who called 9117

No. I'm thinking maybe my sister or my Mom, because

right after I yelled out the window, there was another
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'Just like my face injury.

215
knock on my door and I went to my door and I was like,
don't go to the door. I was like, we jﬁst got robbed,

like, what's going on, and it was my sister and my Mom

at the door. She was.telling me that théy had told

hér(;omebody was up there .with a gun. ' She was
p?egnaht:at'the time, but'shé'comes{up thére;

Now, what type qf injuries did you .receive or sustain
as’ a rééuit of fhis.fobbéfy and assault?

Any other parts of yqur body??

My arm. | | o

And was it waé-just'your left side, as you're
ipdicatihg; or'your“right Side;Atoo?

My left side.

.And‘after,you'saw your mother and YOuk sister shortly .
thereafter when they knocked- on the door, did law

“enforcement come?

They did.

And didPYOu-speak-to them?
atd.

Did you see Detective Johnson ihere?

I did.

Aﬁd did you give them permission té search your house?
I did. |

And when they went to search your house, were you
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 216
inside your apartment?
No.
So, it'was-just lawiehforcemeﬁt £hemséives?‘
- Yes. |
" MR. CAMPBELL: Court's indulgence‘jusf!alsecond,
THE.COURT:_ Yes, si;.
'Ms. Bentley, I want to show you a series Qf
photographs apd for the recdrd; I have shown these to
" Mr. Smith. -
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SMiTHf ‘No, sir..

THEicoURT}t-Admitted without objection. -
vasllBentléy, I;m going td show you thesé”photographé;‘
First, I want{you‘just‘to‘briefly-identify them, .know
'whétrthey look liké or know whatAthey are of and if o

they'accurately represent what they aépicf and'then
I'11 ask you to come off the stand and we'll explain
whatvthey are. | |

Okay.

I'm going to shbw you what's ma;ked as State}é Exhibit
Nos.ll7,‘18, apd 19. . Could you please ma'am .identify
what‘théSe are. ‘

Thdse are bruises on my arm where :she kicked me.

Well, first of all, are these pibﬁurés ofIYOu in these
three photographs?
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A They are.
Q And these photographs répresent some of the injuries
_you recéived'asfa,result of this“altercation, robbefy?
A ‘ Yes. | -
qQ‘ “ And-thes¢:thtographs here were nqt“tékeﬁ theAday*of
the assault. Were they not? - . - «' .
A- No.
Ql It‘wasé Coupléiof dayéelatef?
A " Yes. | B
 MR. SMfTH}{.Objection.  Spééﬁlation:
THE COURT:.:I over;uleVOn‘fﬁé basig of the"objectioﬁ.
'Go‘éheaal e -
Q@  -I'm going to show‘ygﬁ ﬁhat’has been mafkeq —
“MR. SMITH: _Objécti§n to hearsay.' y‘ |
IHE~Coﬁ3T: .overruled. A,
0 ‘Marked State's Exhibit Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 15, and
. 16.° 1 don't wanﬁ.you to explain this. I ﬁuét want-
you~€o look at them and‘juét tel;Ame‘Whaﬁ these
pictures, as a group, represent. .
A .This is where I sféyedf
Q \Just look at them first and then we'll go through
' them. These photographs represent where you 1ived?
A Yes. |
And they fairly and accurately represent your

apartment complex and your apartment?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 218
Yes.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, may I have the witness step

down and have her explain a little more in detail?

THE COURT: Yes,.sir. Please, step down. (Witness
complies)

Q All right. Ms. Bentley, I want to show you\thése
photographs on that display up there. If you could
please describe what this photograph is depicting.

A I have a bruise right here.

THE COURT: Identify the exhibit number, please, sir.
MR. CAMPBELL: That's number 17, Your Honor.

A I have a bruiée here, much bigger, I have knots here.

Q0 And theée photographs here, they were not taken the

| day éf the incident.>.Is that right?

A No. They weren't.. |

Q Do you-recall how many days after the fact they were
taken?

A It might have beén almost a week.

'Q And you are still showing a bruise on the inside of
your arm.

Yes.

State's Exhibit No. 18, Qhat is that depicting?
That's a bruise.

Is this the bruise on the inside or outside of your

arm?’
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Outside. V | |
Now, you're going to have to speak up.
That's the éutside;
I'm goiné to show you what has been'ma;ked as State's
Exhibit No. 19. What is that depicting, ma'am?
The same bruise.
Just at a differént angle?
Yes.
Now, I'm-going to show yéu’two photographs that you
écknowledge are pictures_of your apartment at

. Thisnis State's Exhibit No. 4. Could you

please just identify this, please, ma'am, what it
shows. |
The compiex, but'you can't see ﬁy apartment in this
bicture.

And these apértmeht buildings are two—story?.
Yes;.‘ | |
Appfoximatély, how mény apartment buildings are there
in the - ; Apartment Cbmplex?t

Nine unit;. Eight apartments in every unit.

" So, there are four apartments‘upstairs and four units
downstairs?
It is.

And what is this over here? What building is this?

That's the office.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL
And your apartment is in this building right here?
Yes.

| Which, Qhere would your apartment be located?
Right there.

Upper right-hahd corner?

Yes.

220

I'll show you what has been marked as State's Exhibit

No. 5. Céh you show me which, look at this photograph

and tell us. where your apartment is located?
Right here.

And the window that you talked about being broken,
it shown in this photograph?

It is.

Which one is it?

The first one.

" call 9112 .
Yes.
State's Exhibit No. 6. What is that depicting?

That's my apartment complex.

is

" And that's the window you yelled out of for someone to

That's just showing your building and the apartments

in 'there?
Yes.
State's Exhibit No. 7. What is that' depicting?

That's my apartment.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL . 221
Is. that thé backside or th front ‘side?
Froht side.
Is fhis the back right here?' This area?
Yes. |
Now, what déés this look like? Is it an openAfield or
is it ---
Itfstaﬁ oben'field.~
Starlte's‘;'Exhibit. No. 8. " E
ZThat's fhe stairway thét yéu would take to ggt to ﬁy
apartmenf;‘
And show, this picture, is this the bottom of the
stairsAor the fop of the stairs?
That's fhe bottom.
And*if you were to‘go up these stairs,; where would
your apartment bé located?
~This hallway, there's another apartment';igﬁt here and
ﬁine's tﬁé‘next one. |
This area right here, what is that depicting?
That's where the field is.»- |
That;s the backside of your unit?
It is. |
So, the breezeway jﬁst goes straight through?
Uh-huh. |
You have to use words.

Yes.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. CAMPBELL 222
.Photograph, Exhibit No. 9.1'Wha£ is -that showing?
' ;That's my apartment's storage gréa.
“Is this shQQing that at -an angle fﬁom the ground up?
. Yes, sig.
Lookiﬁg_upwards?
Yes. |
State's Exhibit No. 15. What.does this picture show? .
.That!s fhe backside of my apaftment and‘tha£'s‘the
field.
And you were éayihg it was showiﬁé‘OH oné=of the
_ préviougﬂphotographs, State's Exhibi£ N¢}A8, is this
Afhe back area you are}feferfingéto? w |
':4Yeshvsir._ | -
And when you~éome past tﬁis field, what's on the gdge
. of this field? .
..fhat;s the railroad tracks;
 State's Exhibit No. 16.
That'é the backside.'
- Just a.closer Veréién ofAthe ?reviou§ picture? . .
Yes. |
If ?ou will just retake the staﬁdf please. (Witness
returns to witness stand)

~ 'MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, at this time I would' like

Eo move State's Exhibit Nos. 17, 18, .19 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objections?
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MR. SMITH: No, éi;. Not to the ones T just saw.
'MR.‘CAMPBELL: Théée are!thé photograbhs I just handed

Mr. Smith. ‘Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15 and'16:. \
THE COURT: Ts exhibit 9 in there anywhere?
‘MR. CAMPBELL:. ;-hévé No. 9 hefe. o
A.THE COURT:i All fight. Is there ény objéctioh to
State"'s Exhibit Nos. 4 through 9 ‘and 151thr9ugh 19?"j5
N MR.’SMiTH: Nq,pbféction; Your anof; |

“THE COURT: Thank you, sir. »Admitted,.Withouﬁ-

" objection.

(Whereupon, Eieveﬁf6x4 phgtographé are entered into

.ox

eviaencé as’State'siExhibit Nos. 4, S,. 6, 7, 8, 9,;15;‘16,

17, 18, and 19, without objection)

Q ~Now, Ms. Bentley; after this took‘plaée‘on‘the 15th,
did you cooperate ﬁith law enforcement after tﬁé'fact,
and tell them the’events that took place.as you“ 

recalled -them?

A Idid. .

- Q And.did yoﬁ,go back or speak to officers on several

occasions regarding this?

‘A Yes.

o Did you get a good look at Ms. Ellis when she came

into your apartment?

A I did.

Q How was she dressed?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




10
11
12
13
14

15

16

17
\18
-19
- 20

21

22

23

24

25

97

o ® o ® o .

o . ® 0 P

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR, CAMPBELL 224

She had a burgundy shirt. I think it was a Bojangle'é

shirt. I think black shorts and-she had on boots,

. some kind of boot.

D .

.,At any point, did you see her with any type of Weapon?

No. I-didn't.
And she was the one who physically assaulted you, 'but

has he ever laid hands on you, physically?

‘Besides going into my pockets.

Besides that?

No, sir.

'He never. struck you or anything like that?

No.

4 And while ‘this was going on, do you recall;whe;é;Mé.: 

Taylor was .sitting?
Yes.
Where wés she?

She was on the couch in front of the door.

"And‘cquldvyou“see whatAwas,taking place,’wﬁat was’

happeﬁing to her and her two children?

-
¥

No.

MR. CAMPBELL:- I have no further questions. Ms.

Bentley, if YOu would ‘answer any questions Mr. Smith may‘

have. =

THEVCOURT: Cross exémination?—

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court.

- THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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THE COURT: Yes, sir.

CRQSS EXAMINATION. OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. SMITH

R T e

Ms. Bentley,Acén you tell me what a stoke 1is?
A what?
A. stoke. -

A stoke?.

Yéah.i
- doh'tlknow.' B IS ¥ “: o “-,:;°R
fQ' 'i'guéssﬁiadiaﬁ'ttundersténd*thééﬁeifhef. -ﬁéve;yopiv
N ever met Meipay Ellig before? o *
.‘A;ﬂi T have. * - 7. L I .
‘Q; Aﬂdvhpw do you knowiher?
. A. " We dated the éame Qiris. 
0 = You dated the same gifls?
A AWe did. |
Qf’ And«thatté because you afe.both;:Wha£§:
A We're leébians.
Q‘ﬂ I'm sorry.;1I didn't'méaﬁ“that, I thought,theré Qas a
térm ybﬁ ﬁsea.‘ .
A Wé';é stuas.
J Q- Ch, ékay. With regards; to Ms. Ellis, was that the .
~first time you saw he;?
A No. VI seé hér.
Q Have you ever -- when was the°firét‘£ime you met her?
:\ I've never really met her, but I know df her. I've
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. CROSS EXAMINATION OF 'RONNIE’BENTLEY BY MR. SMITH 226
seen her around. | )

You've never met he;?

No.

TDé you recall giving a statement .to Special Agent
Stalib, along witths. Taylor? |
Yes. |

And everything yéu told him was the truth, fact.
Right? |

It was.

Did you ever tell him that Ms. Ellis.robbed you of
marijﬁana before?

No.

Did you- tell him that you broke the window and yelled
and 5creamed‘ouf to heleyou?.z |

No;

Do you have én on-going feud witﬁ Ms. Ellis?

No. |

Would this be the third time she beat you up?

No.

Was it a black gun?

Was it a black gun?

Yes.

‘It was.

And I want to make sure I heard ydu; on April 13th, a

Wednesday, you met Mr. Jones at a cousin's house or a
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CROSS EXAM]NATION OF 'RONNIE BENTLEYBY MR.SMITH 227
friend's house?
A friend's.
That was April 13th?
It,waé.
Do you remember what time of day it -was?
I'm not‘sﬁré. |
And then April'14th, whicﬁ of course would have been é
Thursday, Mr. Jones came to ydur,place for the first
time just,tb écoﬁt it out. Is that #ight?
Yes.
What time did he come by? -Was it in the.afternoon?
Yes. |
About 2:007?
I'm not‘sufg.u
But definitely in thé afternoon on‘April 14th.
He did.
Sa, y;u définitely met him on the 13th?
I did. |
* And réferring to the statément or discussion you had
with Speéial Agent Stallo, you've never met Jamario
prior to Thursday, April 14th. Is that right?
That's right.‘ |
All right. So, the 13th story you just told me about,
meeting him at a friend's house, that's not right?

Yes. I met him on the 13th.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. SMITH 22_ 8
Oh, so you met him on the 13th. So, when you told
Special Agent Stallo that you met‘him on the 14th,
that would be wrong-?

I met him on the 13th. He came again on the 14th.

And he came again on the 15th?

Yes.

What time was the first visit to you;”door on.April
15th?

It was a little bit -- it was almost 2:00.

And what ‘time was the second visit?

It was 2:00. |

- T thought yéd said something about a realtor or
soﬁetﬁing of that nature. Did you say something like.
that?' |
A: what?

Someone was coming over to your hquse at -- oh, the
landlady. - Is thaf right?

" Yes.

When was'shé'supposed to come over?

I was supposed to go to her around, like, 2:30.

And you never showed up? |

No, because I had got robbed.

Righf. Did you have the opportunity to hear Ms. Tayior
testify? - Did you hear Ms. Taylor‘have a chance to sit

up there and talk?
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CROSS EXAMINATION 'OF RONNIE BENTLEY BY MR. SMITH 229
Yes.

How long were Ms. Ellis and Mr. Jones in your home?
I'd séy no more than‘20 minutes.

< And you heard her say 30 minutes to an hour, right?
Uh-huh. |

But that was wrong?

*Apparently.

. Apparently. With regaramto Belton Mart, how far is
that from Unit " "?( | ‘
It’é not” far at‘all; AItlé within wélking-distance.
Could.you try tbigive me a mathematical number?

It's just walking disténce; I don't know how many
feet. | | |

- You would agree with me thatfif you walkéd(outfthe
front of the apartment " ", where you'live‘at, you
coﬁld not see Belton Mart from your apartment.

I can. I can't see the front of the store, but I can
see the store. If I walk oﬁt my complex,‘I'm seeing
the store. I can seéjthé store.

Isn'tuthere an apartment complex perpendicular to thé
road getween your abartment " " and Belton Mart? You
can't look thréugh it,Acan you?

It's a road, Road, and there's another road
that goes here, and then there}s a storage building

and then the store.
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MS. CAMPBELL: I have no further questions.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. You may step down if
there are no furthef questions.

MR. SMITH: Nothing further, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Call your next witness, please.

MR. CAMPBELL: The State calls Mark Gregory.

(After being duly sworn'by the Clerk of Court, Mark
Gregory testified as follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: If you will take the stand and state
your name for the record, please. ;

MR. GREGORY: My name is Mark Gregory. Last name
spelling is: G-R-E-G-O-R-Y. |

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL:

Q ° Mr. Gregory, it's obvious by the badge you are-wearing
you afe in law enforcement.

Yes, sir. I am.

And where are you employed?

Anderson County Sheriff's Office.

And how iéng have you been employed there?
Approximately, fen years, sir.

And prior to that, were yod in law enforcement?

Yes, I was.

And where was that?

Pendleton Police Department.

o B O B O P O ¥ O ®»

And any other type of experience that-you have with
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law enforcement?

Yes, sir. Military Police Investigator in the United

States Marine Corp.

How long did you do that for?

"Four years, sir.

And your job, what would you call your job description

right'nOWIWith the Sheriff's Office?

I work on 'a Federal Task Force with the Department of

Justice, specificaliy, the F.B.I. and other federal

. agencies involved in law enforcement.

And Ageht-stallo with the Alcohoi, Tobacco and
Firearms, do you work with him?

Yes, sir. I do.

Now, on April 15, 2011, were you working with the
Sheriff's Office?

I ﬁas.

And do you recall what day'of the week that was?
Friday.

Now, how did you first become iﬁvolvediin.this case,
thé reason why you are in court today?

That afternoon, we were working on another case, Agent
Stallo and I and some other investigatdrs, We heard a

call for service go out over the radio. It sounded

‘like a burglary in progress, per Investigator Johnson

. who arrived on scene. He told dispatchers that he was
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 235
on ---

MR. SMITH: Objection. Hearsay.

THE COURT: Sustained.

As a result of Detective Johnson arriving on the
scene, did'you make .any type:of confact with him?
Yes, sir. I did.

And what was the purpose, or why were:you calling him?
I called him ﬁo ask him if he needed any assisfance
with the investigation that he was out on.

And did.he, at that time?

He'said thaé:he would call me back and'¥et me know
what I could do to.help him later on.

Did you go to the ‘ Apartments?

Not at that timé. No, sir.

That's what I'm referring to, April 15, 2011.
Correct. No, sir, I did not.

Now,. after yoﬁ spoke'with him on the phone, you went
about investigating what you were in the middle of.
Is that correct? |

Tha£ is correct.

At some poinf, did you have an occasion to become
invol&ed in this case? |
Yes, sir, I did.

And what day was that?

Friday. It would have been the same day,'Friday

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMIN ATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 236 .
afternoon. R
And, approximately, what time of day was it?
Seven o'clock to eight o'clock, in that time frame,
'sir.
“Aﬁd hqw did you become invéi&ed? What, if aﬁything,
. 4id you do? |
T asked Investigator -Johnson if he needed assistance.
"1 went to the Sheriff's‘office on his difectipn and
* - .read Miranda to 'the defendaﬁt'and obtained a written
~statement;from him, sir. |
I'm going to get into détéil abOut'that. Now, at this
poinﬁ in time, you went back to the law enforcément
‘center. Right?
:ThatAis co;rectf
Isvthat herg-in Anderson County?.
AYes, it is. |
and when you arrived, was Mr. Jones already in
cﬁstody?'
 Yes, sir.
Is Mr. Jones in the courtroom todéy?
Yes, he is. R p
Could you please identify him,rsir.
Hg‘s the defendant, sitting behind the computer screen 
right there. (Indicating)

MR. CAMPBELL: May the record reflect he, in fact,
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 237

refer

t

red to Mr. Jones?

THE COURT: Record so reflects.

So, prior to going to the law.enforceﬁent center, had
you seen him before that, that day, I mean, on the
15th?

No, sir+ I had nof.

So, the first time you laid eyes on him was that night
of April 15, 20117

That is correct.

And when you saw him, was it at the actual law
enforcement center or-was it over at the jail?
It'was‘atsthe actqal Law Ehforcement Center, at the
Sheriff's office building.

And where did-You see him at, ét the Law Enforcement;
Center? |

He was in the interview room. We have.two interviéw
rooms at the Sheriff'é_office. He was in one of those
two rooms. |

And where is that located at the Sheriff's office?

' The interview room is on the second floor. When you

come up the® stairs, the room directly in front of the
staircase door(would be the interview room.

And at this point in time, he is in custody. Is that
correct?

That is correct.
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Q Now, when you saw him, was he handcuffed?
A I don't recall if he was handcuffed.in‘the front or
back. I don't recall that. |
Q Was he in an orange jumpsuit?
A No, sir.' He was not.
Q Do you recall how he waé dressed?
A White tee shirt, bluejeans..
0 Now, to yburAknowledge at this point, had aﬁydne
spoken to Mr. Jones?
A To~my knowledgé, no.' Can you re—phrése’the questign,
as far as spéaking with him?
Q To your kndwledge'had anyone elée‘falked to hiﬁ prior
to you introduéing yourselfrto him? |
A I would imagine’people spoke to him..
| MR. SMITH: Objection.\.Anyfhing further would be
speculation.
THE COURT: Sustained. L "
0o So, you met him at the Law Enforcement Center and’did -
you have an‘opportﬁnity to talk to him? A
Yes, sir.
Did you introduce yoursélf?
I did, sir.
-And did you introduce yourself as a deputy with the
Anderson County Sheriff's office?
A That is correct.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL ‘
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‘ DIRECT EXAMINATION OE MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 239
How were you dressed?

I was dressed in plain clothes. T dén't remember
- exactly what i“was wearing. .My unifbrm is\plain
clothes uniform.

And did you advise him of the reason. why you wanted to
talk to him? | |
Yes, I did.

And what, if anything, did you tell him?

I explained I was Mark Gregory of'fhe Anderson County
Sheriff's Office. It seems like you are in some
trouble, you;know, fromhthe way it -appears. 'I'd like
to talk té ydu about whatever has happened with_?ou.
And did you talk tb him? . |
I did.

And prior to talking to, . whether it's Mr. Jones or
anybody else, do you go throﬁgh a procedure? 1Is there
a,proéedure you go through to talk to a person?
Yes, sir. There is.

And what is the purpose or reason why you go through a
procedure prior to talking to them?

We go through a procedure when someone is in custody
called a Miranda. It's a procedure to allow an
individual to know what their rights are. We read
down their rights from a sheet of paperrand ask if -

they understand their rights. At that time, if they
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY EY MR. CAMPBELL 240
do or do not understand their rights, excuse me -- if
they do understand their rights, theyugo ahead and
'sign a piece of paper that says, "I understand my |
rights;" After that, we go into whét we call a Waiver
:§f Rights. 1It's "do you want to talk," more or less.
it'goés tﬁrough some wérdagé and if they donﬁant to
talk to me after understanding what .their rights are,
' they 'sign. the next lipe;

And you do this~prioi~to engaging}in conversation
with, in this gasé, Mr. Jones, but With'any'suépeét?

. Any.suspect tQat is in«égstody, sir.

Now, did you do that in this case?

Yes, sir.4 I did. ‘
And was an Advisofy bf Rights Form signed?
Yes, sir. Tt was. :

‘And‘after this was' signed, did Mr. Jones agree to

voluntarily-speak with you?

Yes, sir. He did.

And did he speak to you?

Yes, sir.

And as a result of your conversatiqn; was it reduced
down to words?

Yes, sir. It was.

At that point in time, was he given an opportunity to
review it?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 241
That 1s correct.
And did he sign it?

Yes, sir. He did.

COT N e

Now, I'm going to show you two exhibits and we are
.going to go through them.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor,- for the record, State's
Exhibit No. 1 ie the Advisory of Rights Form. State;s
Exhibit No. 2 is the first statement... I have shown this to
Mr. Smith. |

'THE COURT: . Okay.
Q Now, Investigator Gregory} I'm_going.to show you what
has been marked State's Exhibit‘No; 1.

e MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, may I have the witness step
off the stand and. we can just go through them all at one
tlme?A | |

THE COURT:\ Yes,'sir.
Q Investigator Gregory, if you will just step off the
stand and we'll go. through these together.
A -Yee, sir.
Q First of all, and I know you are not on the stand
where the microphone is in front of you and I need you’
to speak up for the ladiee‘and gentlemen of the jury.
"MR. SMITH: May we apptoach, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.

- (Bench Conference Off the Reoord)
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please. :
(Jury in at 2:29 p.m.)
MR. CAMPBELi: _Your Honor, may I proceed?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.

CONT. DIRECT EXAMINATION CF MARK- GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL

Q@ °~ Deputy Gregory, if you will please step back off the
stahd, sir. ' |
(Witness”complies) (Mr. Campbell brojects document on -

large sgreeh'in front 6f jury)’ |

Q Now, Deputy Gregory,‘Ivknow you are not at the
micfophone,‘and SO your. are going to havé to speak up
loudly‘éo the ladies and gentlemen of the jury Cén

hear you as you explain this, so as you explain it,

please talk to"them. - This courtroom is hard to hear -

in.
A Yes, sir.
Q Now, I'm going to show you what's been marked --

first, I Want'yog to identify this. This is what's
been_marked State's Ekhibit No. 1.. Cén you please
identify what this is, sir?

A This right is here a form called Miranda. It advises
a person whd is custody of their rights.

Q And how do you know this form is the'oné that was used
in this case?

A This form right here comes blank, of course. It's

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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then filled out by the person I'm giving their rights
to. The top right-hand corner here is the defendant'é
name, Jamario Jones: Personal information; tells me
he can read ana write, he completed ninth grade and
it's also signed.by the defendantp Jamario Jones.
After he understands what his rights are, at the

. bottom is whéfe hée signs that he talked to me.

Is your signatuie‘on'this also? - |

Yes, sir.‘ It is. |

Now, first, as you were stating, Deputy Gregory, this
form here‘is done by the Sheriff's office?

That is correct. |

And the information that you have on here of Jama:io

'Quinton Jones, his-address, date of birth, social |
seéurity, where did this information come from?

This inférmation would have come frgm the defendant
himself. I woula ask him these questions: What is
your name, date of birth, phone number, and such.

And what is the purpose of why you go through and get

" this informatioﬁ from a person before yéu talk :to
them?

To understand who you are giving rights to, you have
to know who is receiving these rights, that identifies
this piece of paper to the person.:

And you said you've been at the Sheriff's office at
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-least ten years?

That is correct. -

And during those ten years, have you made arrests on

- individuals under the influence of alcohol or on drugs

of some sort?

"I have.

" And in this case, when .you were speaking to Mr. Jones,

did he appear to be under the influence of anything

.'that would prohibit him or interfere with his ability

to understand or speak to you?
No. He did not appear.to be under the influence.

If he had been, would you have taken a statement from

~him?

I would have probably spoken to him ldng enough to
find out ,exactly what was going on. Of course the
last question is:. Are you under the influence of

drugs or alcohol at this point and if he had said yes,

‘I would have terminated the intéfview.

And if he had said yes or you had felt he was under
the influence of alcohol or drugs, would you have
terminated the interview?

I would have.

This information right here, was this elicited from
him or did you get this from some other source?

I obtained that information from the defendant
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DIRECT EXAMIN ATION OF MARK GREGORY BY.MR. CAMPBELL 246
himself.
And as you obtained this information, did it also help
you understand he was in full control.of his faculties
or‘abilities to communiéate with you?
It does. It lets me know he's coherent enough to
answer simple questions-that any person should be able
to answer wheh they are not under the influence of
something. |
Okay. 'And aftef you get this inﬁormation, you write
down the date and time you start on this. Is that
right?  :« .-
That is correct.
And can-you just please’ explain the process as you
went throudh this with him on April 15, 2011, and you
can éhow it on tﬁe form right here.ﬂ |
Absolutely. The first thing that we do is identify

the form, identify yourself: I'm Matk Gregory of the

. Andersén County Sheriff's‘bffice, before I speak with

you, you need to understand your rights. You need to
‘know what they are. So, that's when I let them know
what this form is, specifically. ‘I‘put‘it in front of
them. I fill out the place the interview is going to
take place and here on this form, specifically, is 305
Camson Roéd, which is the Sheriff's office's addréss

and the date was‘April 15, 2011, and the time is

‘THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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1 7:55 p.m. On the other, opposite, side of the sheet,
2 you see this information here. This‘is infqrmat;on
3 that I received from Mr. Jopes 5y speaking to him.
4 ' I'm going to obtain this information first before I go
51 . . into Mirandalso I .can follow this sheet along to the
6 ‘person it comesnfrbm. The first.;ight -- Once T
7 obtain‘information, perscnal information, before
8-"}_ ﬂ Miranda, I go in and let them -know that théy.haveu
"9 rights, they don't haye to talé to me and they.néed to
0] _kndQ whét their rights are. The first right tﬁat I
11 réad'is: You .have thefright ta‘pemain silent. The .
12 ~ second one: .Anything you say cén be used agéinst you
13 in court. The third one: You have a right to speak
14| | to arlawyer for advice before you are asked any
15 | questions and have with you during questioning. The
16 . foqrth one: ~I? you cannot afford a lawyer, one will
- 17 . - be\appbinted for‘Qou;before‘any questioning, if you
- 18 " wish. If ybu decide to answer ‘qués-tions now without | a
19 lawyer'present, you will still have the right to stop
20 © answering questions at any time. You also have fhe
21 ) ‘ right to étop answering at any time until you speak
22 with a lawyer. 2And then I say, "Do you understand
your rights?" And they give me a yes or no. If he
_tells me yes, I put the date and the time and I ask
him to sign that which is right here. He signs when.
. THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA: VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 24 8
he understands his_rights. After I ask him if he
understands. his rights, we move into the Waiver of
»Rights; Here I explain to him, you understand your
rights, you don't have to talk to me. If you want to
talk fo me; I need yo& to sign this and I go into
»readiﬁg the Waiver of Rights. And the Waiver of
Rights states: I have read this statement of my
rights and I understapd whdt my .rights are. I am
willing to make a statement now- and answer quesfions.
I do not want a lawyer at this time. I understand and
“know what I am déing. No promises or threats have
been made -to méiandfno pressure or coercion‘of’anj
kind hag‘been dééd against me.;rIPask him again, do
you understand wﬁat this is? Do yéu>want to speak té

me? If he says, yes, I date it, time stamp it, have

" him sign at the bottom and then I witness both spots.

And this is-the statement that he signedbon April 15,
20117
Yes, sir. That is correct. -

»

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, at this time, I would move

.State's Exhibit No. 1 into evidence.

THE COURT:: Any objection?
MR. SMITH: No, sir.
THE 'COURT: Thank you, sir.

(Whereupon, an Advisory of Rights Form is entered into
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evidence as State's'Exhibit\No. 1, without objection)

Q

Now, Deputy Gregory, if yoﬁ will téke the stand,
please, sir. (Withess co;plies) ﬁow;’at this point
in time, did you také aAStatemenﬁ’from him?
Yes, sir. I -did. ' |
And ﬁe didn't ask for a lawyer or wish to noﬁ épeak to
you. Is that . -right? -
.I'm.éorry.;‘Say.that agaih,‘pleése.

. A£'anywpbintlzéiiOr‘to:makingihis>Statemeﬁt, did'he
askifdr a lawyer?
Nb; sir. ‘He 'did not;a

~ And at this point} did he-agree,-after you went
thréudﬁ the Advisory of Righ£s Form, agreé‘to talk to
you?.‘ L T e

N ,

That is correct. He didt

. And did he give you a statement of his version of why
hé‘was ﬁhere and what took placéé
Ihatnis cgrreét.‘ He d;d give a written statement.
And when you take a Written s#atement, whathis the
pidcedurg that you go through“w;en you take a‘
statement from an individual?
The first thing I do, again, is get personal
information again from them and make sure it matches

up with the Miranda Form that I administered prior to

. taking the statement. The next line I fill out is: -

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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This statement is béing written by Investigator M. or

Mark Gregory. I draw a little "x" and have them sign

" it to let 'this person know that I am writing this

. i
statement for them so they can concentrate on the

events that had happened and so we can put it on the

paper legibly.

- And do you normally write the statement out from a

.person you are taking a statement from?

I either write it or type it.

And why do you do this? Why wouldn't you let the
individual'that you are taking the statement from |
wfite it for themselves? |

‘When you are taking a statement from an individual,
events can happen so quickly that théy.start spouting

off what had transpired in a very quick manner. I

} have to slow that -process down, let them speak,

. collect their thoughts and make sure that what they

are telling me is what they want to say versus putting
everything down on paper and just:saying, you know, .

this is what happened.

~ And is a part of this process, does it allow them to

concentrate on telling you the story?
Yes, it does.
And did you talk to him about the events of why he was

there?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 251

Yes, I did.

And he gave you a statement of what -that was. Is that’
right?

He gave a 'statement. Correct.,

Ifm going to show you what has been marked as State's
Exhibit No. 2. If you could-fifst.idéntify what this

is, sir.

‘This is the written that I took” from Jamario Jones on

April 15, 2011. B , : »

"And how do you know that's the statement you took from

him?

According to the date, April 15, 2011, and it's in my

hahdwriting and I can identify it .that way.

And is his signature on it?

- It is. - It's in two‘spots,A

Now, after you finished speakigg with him, you put
down dn.paper wha£ he told yQu. Is that right?

That is';orrect.

And-thaf’s what's indicated on' State's Exhibit No. 2?
That is correct.

And after. you £inished writing this onﬁpaper, did you
give him an opportunity to review it and make any type
of corrections that he may want to make?

Yes. I always do.

And in this case, did he make any corrections in this?
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A No. He did not.
Q And did you give him én opportunity to review it and
read.-it?
A Yes, I did.
Q And éfter he did this, did he sign it as his
statement?
A Yes, he did. . - N
MR. CAMPBELL:' Your Honor, at this time, I'm going to
move State's Exhibit No. 2 into evideﬁde;
THE COURT: Admitted.
(Whereupon a statement by Jamario Jones, dated April

15, 2011, is admitted into-evidence as State's Exhibit No.

L2, without objection)

MR. CAMPBELL:F And at this time I would have Deputy

' Gregory read it to the jury.

THE COURT: ' You may step‘doWn. Did you want him to
step down or stay on the stand?

MR. CAMPBELL: I'm going to have him read it from the
stand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I'm SOIrry. Excuée me. You may publish it
to the jury. |

MR. CAMPBELL: Thank you, Your'Honor.
Q Since State's Exhibit No. 2 has been admitted into

evidence, Deéuty Gregory, 1if you will please relay or

tell the ladies and gentlemen Qf thé jury what that

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON: JONES
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State's Exhibit No. 2 states.
Yes, sir. The dbcument that is in my hand is a
statement that I took from the deféndant, Jamario

Johnson. The top lefthand corner gives personal

informqtiop that states his name, other identifying .

have

information.
MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, I think it might be best to

him'step,off the stand to'go through this. -

" THE COURT: All right, sir.

Jamario Jones,

Deputy Gfegofy, if you will step off the stand and
iﬁ;lllet'youA§O3through it and I want you to publish
it or read it to the jury once this thing fires up.
(Projects sfatement on.large screen).

In thevtop lefthand cogner islﬁersonal information:

, Belton, South
Caroliﬁa; Date of birth is .~ . He's twenty-
bge years old and B/M éténds for black male. Cell
phone nﬁmber is: . Social Secﬁrity Number
is: . ‘a . He cpmpleted the ninth grade and
states ﬁé can read and write. Then I go into the
dé%e. It's in the top right-hand corner, April 15,
2011. This is. page number one. Then we go into the
first sentence that I always put on a statement: This

statement is being written, was written by

Investigator M. Gregory for Jamario Quinton Jones in
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his own words. I then-have him sign this to make sure
ﬁe understands I .am writing this statement. for him and
I go in and say —f~excuse.me. He:went on to“say.and I

wrote on this piece of paper: I woke up at 9:00 a.m.

. today. I went outside to 1lift weights., I went back

into the.house and.sat down and. watched T.V. My old
lady, Candice Brown, gqt off work at 12:00. Caﬁdice
‘works at Love .and Care Nursery;<.;.was at Candace's
hQuSe.A Candice iives at ‘ .
‘I spent the night there lést;nighﬁ, Candice and ﬁe
sat.in hér housé. 'I:don‘t‘knéw Qﬁat~time we sat?@hexe
y;till; I told Candicé'I wénted Fo gd cﬁeék my Mamal
< and, gb;and pheck éﬁ my Maﬁa in Belton.” Me and |
Candige aﬁd her friend fiffény, I donft khow'her las£‘
name, all -rode £o4Belton;in!Candice's burgﬁndy Honda

Accord four-door. We drove to . . " to see !

my Mama;'AIjsat.at her house for thirty minutes to an

- houf, because I was putting old clothes and stuff

under the house. Melody called me and said she wanted

~a‘ride somewhere. "I told my old lady to go pick up

.+ “Melody. Candice drove out to the country near Camelot

to pick up Melody. Melody told me that she had to go
to oo + is some-apartments up the
street. Candice dropped Melody off and came back to

my Mama's house. Me and Candice sat at my Mama's

" 'THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




124

10
"&11' -
12
13
14
15
16|
17
.18
. 19
20 |

21

22

23

24

25

~

- DIRECT EXAMNAﬁON OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL | ‘ _. 255
house and played on the cémputerr Me And‘Candicé ieft‘
my.Mama's house and.that'is when we éaw Melody and.
‘Byrd rﬁhiécross the streét.vI asked Meiody what she
was,rﬁnhing‘for ana Byrd kept running towards ﬁis
"hQﬁge;_Byfd.liyeéiin‘a dupieg across the~st¥eet from

,ﬁtﬁénApaftmenté. Mélqdjﬂaﬁéwered meawhenVI“;std her,' 
i Melody‘anéwereque‘when I_asked‘her what'sﬁe was
rugﬂing‘fOrrand¥Melédy s;id shé neededfa ﬁide to her
‘;hoﬁ;e; vﬁélod§ livéspbn‘éagglét.i,Liwas4§n the:;oad a
L~fréﬁ?‘ '35;;,‘ ana‘Melédyigdt in.the‘car_qufwé drO&e

. to Cameiét;i End of statement. Sighed, Jémario,Jones.>,

Q.. Deputy Gregory, if you will please-take the stand.

ﬁ (Witﬁésé cgmpliés) Now, -after you took hié~étatémént,
what did_yeu:do—next? | .

A.: I made su;é.it was‘cofrecfrﬁhd ﬁéde.sure'he didn't
«Qanf to éﬁénéé anyfhing, groéé anything,ogth maké
other'cofrectioﬁs to thelstépeﬁent and theﬁ‘l'fook the
stétémenf and‘wgnt and-séoké(to Inveétigatpr Johnson!

0 And’&hat\wa$ithe_purpose of that?

 A - - He waé the léad investigatpr in theléase and ‘I wanted

_to let him kﬁbw where,ljwésjat Withlhelpihg‘himAinJhis
invéstigationQ "I turned the paperQork over to ﬁim.
Also, Mr. Jones had askéd’me to sée.if -

"MR. SMITH: Objection, Your Honor. Anything’bfficer

Johnson said would be hearsay.
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THE COURTf Overruled.

Please continue.

Mr. Jones- had asked me fo see if Investigator Johnson
would come speak with him.

D%d he call him Investigator Johnson?

No. He did not.

What did he call him?

0.J.

So, he wanted to speak to 0.J., who ié Investigator
‘fthnson.

That's correct.

And did YOu go talk to Investigator Johnson?

Yes, I did.

And did you relay this- information to him?

Yes, I .did.’ |

Do you know if Detective Johnson went and spoke to
him?

He did.

Were you present when this took place?

No, I was not.

Now, that night, that day of April 15, 2011, after you
had taken this statement, you gave it to Detective |
‘Johnson?

Tha£ is correct.

Did you do anything further, have any further

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 257

involvement in this case that day, that night?

No, sir. I aid not, that night.

Did "you also continue to help Detective Johnson in the
investigation of this case? |

Yes, I did.

And as a result of that, did you go to the apartment
complex?-

Yes; I did.

.And what was the purpocse of doing that?

We went to the apartment complex, because we wanted to
see for ourselves what it looked like and when we

arrived on scene, we noticed some posters that said,

"This property 1is under ‘video surveillance." At that

time, we knocked on the manager's door and asked hef
if there was video-surveillancé to the apartment
complex and she said, "yes".

And as a resuit of this, did you review the video --
well; first of all, did they have any video‘
surveillance of April 15, 201172

Yes. They did.

And did you, yourself, actually review it?

I did.

And when you reviewed it, was it on their equipment?

It was.

As a result of viewing this, did you have a time frame

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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that you were looking at?

Yes, we did.: It would have been the time frame when
the call for service went out. |

And as a result of looking at that video,‘did you,
were~you able to see any information that'helbéd you

. in'the investigation of this case?

-Yes, 1 was. |
What did you do with the videos that the ~apartment

- complex had? . ST
We, once we viewed the videos, we transferréd the
videos to thumb drives and then, ultimately,

, transfefred those imagés from the thﬁmb drive to a éD.
And you were the one that transferred it from the
thumb drive?

Yes.

And as a result, you made two disks and provided them
to us. 1Is that right?

ThatAis correct.

- I wanf to show you what has been marked State's
Exhibit Nos. 21 and 22. Deputy Gregory, are thesé two
DVDs, -is this what you prdvided-to us in ‘'discovery as
a result of viewing the apartment'complex's video
sur§eillance?

Yes, it is.
As a result of that, that's information that helped
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you, you were able to observe‘informatién on these
videos that helped you in the case, the_investigation
of this case?

A Yes.
“ "MR. CAMPBEILL: Your Honor, "I want to move State's
Exhibit Nos. 21 and122 into évidence..-
THE COURT: Aﬁy objectioﬁ?
MR. SMITH: No,. sir.
THE COURT: Exhibit Nos. 21 and 22 admitted, without
. Objection. |
| (Whereupon, ﬁwc.DVDs are entered into evidence as
State}s Exhibit N05.121;and'22h'wifhout objectioﬁ.)
MR. CAMPBELL: At this point in time, Your Honor, I'm
going to have Deputy Gregory‘step off the sténd and set up.

the video and play it: We are going'to fast forward it

. until strictly the time we need. It's rather lengthy and

it's just:a short segment of it.
THE COURT: All right. You may étep down, sir;
MR.‘éAMéBELL: Firsf of all, I;m going to pﬁt it in.
fhis is State's Exhibit No. 21. This is marked Disk "A".
Q Deputy Gregory, once we get it playing, as it goes
aléng, if you will‘please identify what you ére
observing and if you need to stop it at any point in
time, please let us know so we can do that.

A Yes, sir.
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(Playing video, State's Exhibit No. 21} Disk "A" on

large screen)

0 Deputy Gregory, we are going to start it a little

.before it. If,something takes placé, please let us

know what you -are observing or what peeks your

interest and explain it to the ladies and gentlemen of

the jury. If we need to pause it, we will.

A Yes, sir. This is - Apartments, which is

‘ Belton, South Carolina, .in Anderson .County. There'

in

S

one, two, three buildings hére on this camera. This

camera is at the very top of the office. The building

that this camera is mounted on' is the office'itself

and it's pointed directly down- this  sidewalk. This

building here, not these apartments,. but the whole

buildiﬁg is just four apartments. So, for one

buiiding, there are two apartments on the bottom --

excuse me. Four apartments on the bottom and four
apartments on the top. There are eight apartments
total for one building. What you are going to see
you are going to 'see a car. It should be in a few
éeconds. If you could pause it a second, please.

,This angle is where.you will see the car. The car
will come down ﬂere and let out two peopie. Oﬁe

person walks to the back of this building and one

is,

person walks to the front of the breezeway. You can
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DIR‘EC’I"EXA‘MIN ATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 261
play it. .These two peoplevare the defendants, Jamario
Jones énd - |

MR. SMITH: Objection,-Your Honor. Foundation.
May wé”approach? 4
"THE' COURT: Yes, sir. Stop that video, please. Would
you take‘£he jury béck to the jury room,~plea$e, Madam
Fdrelédy?' .
(Jury out at 2:é4Ap.m.)

'<Mé;rSMITH: There is no foundation to say -- I've got’

' eagie'eyes. I can't seé anybody, let alone the defendants.

He's stating that's who it is. How is that_possible? I

‘didn't even see it when he was saying it. Are we talking

about the faf, not this apartment complex here, but the
nexf one down?" 'I saw somebody with gkeen on or something
of thaf nature.. -

THE COURT: - Well, it .did sort of look like green and
then %urned white. - Let me ask the officer. Would you mind
stepping around, officer?

DEPUTY GREGORY: Yes, sir, Yoﬁr Honor.- Where to?

THE® COURT: Right there is good. First, do you have
any objectibn as to the authenticity or any rules of
evidénce as to the admissibility of this wvideotape?

MR. SMITH: No. He's already laid the foundation
Where it came from and so forth, although, I think the

person from the apartment complex could tell us that, but

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 262
other than that, certainly.

THE COURT: Let me just say th;s: As to the
authenticity, if he can say that it purports to be what it
is and he gave the basis behind it, I think it's adequately
authenticated. That'slon both thresholds.. Okay?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: There's been no evidence that the
dﬁplicate isﬁimprdper or there's no argument it's improper.

MR. SMITH: No, sir.

THE COURf: So, your argument, as I understand it, and
that's what I'm trying to get to is,‘that he has identified

subjects on this tépe as being the defendant and anothér

'co-defendant, although when you look at it, you can't ---

‘MR. SMITH: I don't know'how he can authenticate that.

'THE COURT: Okay. Well, T 'don't know if that's the
issue, authentication. I think if's a-case of
idehtificétion and‘weight, frankly. I'm going to ask the
officer, though; if they‘can, is there any indication of a
date stamp or time stamplon'that?

DEPUTY GREGORY: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Could you give us that as a part of
what you are éaying‘and that will be subject to your cross’
examination. I note your objection.”»For the record, too,
Exhibit No. 2, the statement of the defendant, the Defense

has already objected to it and there's no reason to object

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL
to it again.

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir.

263

THE COURT: All right. It's 3:00, let's take about a

10 minute break and then we'll come back and start up
again. -

(Bfief Break)

THE COURT: Are:you ready to proceed, with your direct?

MR. CAMPBELL: Yegh.sir.‘.

THE COURT: Are you ready, MrL,Smi;h§’

MR. SMITH: .Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: Bring uslthe jury, pleasé;
| (Jury iﬂ,ét 3:15 p.m.)

THE COURT: Mr. Campbell.

MR. CAMPBELL: May it please the Court.

Q - Deputy Gregory, let me step back a little bit, lay

. CONT. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL

a -

little bit of background so the jury will understand

what we're looking at, what you were looking for.

- Okay?
A Yes, sir.
Q This video that we are showing is the actual video

that you copied from the apartment complex. Is that

correct?
A That is correct.
Q And you witnessed this video or looked at it prior

- THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 264
downloadiné it to your thumb drive. .
That is correct. | |
Now, what date iﬂ question were you -looking at, when
you went to look. at this video?
Friday, April-1l5, 2011, around 1:30 £o 1250 p.m.
Now, on this video at the bottom it does say 2011,
.actually 2011-04-15. That indicates April 15, 2011.
Is that correct?
That is correct. B
And the timerf 13:55;11, what exactly does that
equate to? |
It equatés to military time: 12:00, being 12:00 in
‘the afternoon. The nuﬁber being 13, ‘means 1;00 in the
afternoon. | |
Now, so thi's number then would be 1:56 based on theif
fimé stamp. Is that correct? ‘ |
‘That is corfect. |
And in your experience, -have you ever gotteh videos
' from other places before?
Yes.: I have.
Now, the time stamps on these videos that you've
received, are they always, do they coincide4with your
time'stamps?
No, they do not.

Based on what dispatch and other officers giVe you?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY.MR. CAMPBEtL | 265
Yes, sir. We often compare watches, all of us would
be about the same time, but thé§ would be off a few
seconds or-even a minute or two. The same with store
surveillance, surveiliance here, and then the
Sheriff‘é office dispatch times that are genefated
from the computers;

So; there would be'é'little‘disCrepaﬁcy iﬁvolvgd in
the actual time frame. .

That is correct:

Now, when;you.gbt‘this video, did you get this video

‘the very next -day, April 16, 2011,_§r was it éeveral
'days;after.fhe fact? "

No, it_would héve been the 18th, April 18, which Qould
have been a Monday. |

And wheh'you went to review this video} were you
looking for -anything in‘parfiéular?ﬁ

Yes.

And what was that?.

“We were looking specifically for a maroon car, lookiné
for a maroon car that dropped off at least two people.
And in this case, do you bave a description of what
these people were wearing or what you were looking for
when you viewed this video? |
Yes.

And what was that?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGOR\; BY MR. CAMPBELL 266
A black male, a black female, wearing a white shirt or
gray shirt and bluejeans.

And in this Qideo, this video waé-taken from the point

. of view of ‘the apartment. office?

That is correct.

The actual -- do you know the distance between the
apartment office to this apartment building?
Roughly-twentyAyards,‘twenty,meters.

"Does this vidéo portray, . is it,kind of a close-up view
‘of‘it or far away view? | |
Faf away.

Does this video camera, the.anglé, does it show, - what
it depicts in the pictures,- is it farther, does it
look farﬁhér away of does it look closer)ﬁo,you?

The video camera makes it' look a little bit farther
away than it actually~is;:

And in this, can you actually’identify'or pick 6ut the
faces. of the people that you we;é looking for?

No, ydu~cannbt.

So, "what Qere you léokin§ for theﬁ, to begin with?
Looking for descriptions of people that would have
been consistent with the descriptions of the.people
that were arrested on Friday, April 15, 2011.

And that's what you weréAlooking for in this video and
what you are testifying to?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 267

That is correct.
Now, I'm gbing to go ahead and -- Now, when we are
viewing this, you can't say for a fact that's actually

Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis. 1Is that right?

‘That is'correct.

But What‘are you saYing, then, what are you indicating
is that you think these twé'people that yoﬁ See in'
this video ére‘thém. What are the grounds for your
belieff

From the tdtality of the circumstances sur:bunding the

events of April 15, 2011.

MR. SMITH: Objection, Your Honor. It should be based

on’ what he sees, not the totality of the circumstances.

THE COURT: Overruled.
Detective, if you will go ahead and, we'll go ahead
and play the video. If you will just describe what

this indicates to you or what it shows to you.

. Yes, sir. What you will see for about a split second,

about fen seconds, 1s a car come thfoughAthe bare area
of the»treeé and it will stop in this general area.
(Indicating)\Two people are getting out of the car
now, walking ciosest to the building. I do not know
the building number here. - This person who is dressed
in the darker clothing of the two will walk to the

back of the building. The person wearing the white

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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- DIRECT-EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 268

tee shirt walks toward the front of the building.

‘This building, again, has eight apartments in it.

Four on the bottom, four on the top, separated by a
breezeway that goes all the way through the middle of
the épartments, through the apartment building.

And do you see this car leave in this video?

It would have already left. If you'go back to 1356,.1

‘believe,; about ten secbnds,’you may.be able to view

the vehicle leave here. (Rewind) The two people leavé

the vehicle and you'll see the shadow of a vehicle go
through this tree,lright theré. (Iﬁdicating)

aAll riéht. Now, I'm going to show you what has been
marked State's Exhibit No. 22. This is also taken |
from‘é differénf cameré in fhe apartment compléx. Is
that correct? |

That is correct.

And. what does this video, this DVD, what angle'is it
going to show?

This DVD the Solicitor is holding, that I'm holding

. now,. this is going to depict the angle from the front

of the office to the parking lot.

The entrance into the apartment complex?

It will be one of the two entrances to the apartment
complex. Yes.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, at this time we are going

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 269

-to put it on the computer and play it. -

. THE COURT: Just ene second. Are you seeking to

introduce it?

MR.. CAMPBELL: I thought it already -had.

THE COURT: 'I have "A". I don't have "B". Do you

have "B"? '(Speéking to court reporter)

COURT REPORTER:. T have "B".

. THE COURT: Go. right ahead, please, sir.

{The second video, State's Exhibit No. 22, is played

for the jury on the large screen) .

Q

A

A

Q

~What is this deépicting?

This video camera, which  is the office <~ can you

pause it -- this video camera here.is the.office for

-+ the apartment complex that the manager works out of.

The mailboxes are in this vicinity as well. The
camera is pointing up to the main entranCé(of the

apartment éomplex which is up here. - This vehicle that

- drives off would be the vehicle that you saw through

the trees -on the opposite video camera. This gives

-you a better angle to depict what kind of vehicle it

“is.' If you could back it up a second.

And did you get a description of what make and model
this type of vehicle is?

From when?

Did you get a description of what make and model this

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




10
11
12

13

14

15
16
17
18
"~ 19

20

21

22

23

24

25

139

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 270
car is? |
It's a burgundy Honda Accord.

And did that cbme from Mr. Jones' statement?

I'd have to look at i# to refresh ﬁy memory. Thié,
againr:is the vehicle that you saw with the other
viaeo éaméra going through the-trees. It is a
burgundy Honda Accord. This is the vehicle that let
~.out the two people that you saw walking to the
apartﬁent on the prior disk.

(Stop playing tﬁe video)

Detective, if you wéuld bleaseitake the stand.
(Wiﬁness complies).  Now, Deputy.Gregory, iflyéu will
step off the stand, please, because I'm going to show .-
yQuAStatg?s Exhibit No. 4. First,.please‘describe
what éhis is indicating, what-it is showing.

The main part of this picture is the building where
you would have seen the two people walk to that got
out of the burgundy vehicle.

If you would please show where the video camera angle
is from-thét first video that we wefe looking at.

The first video éngle is going té be from right here.
Is that the camera that was shooting the first wvideo
that we saw?

That is correct. Right here there is a small speck én

the photoéraph, which is the camera on the office that

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR.SMITH 271
points in this direction. '
Q And is this the building -- right here, is this the
victim's building, where she resided at the time?
A Yeé, it is.
Q And is this the building‘that we saw the two

individuals get out of the car and walk towards?

A Yes, it is.

Q .. And the'dthér‘video camera, what direction would it
have been shooting from in the second video?
A It would: have been-pointing out in this direction, if

you can see, pointing out.

. >Q So, ..the rdadway is out this- way?
A _4Thét.ié correct.
Q Please take the stand. -(Witness complies)

MR CAM?BELL: Court's indulgence,,please.
THE COURT: Yes, si?.
Q i hape no further Quéstions. ‘Please answer any -
questions Mr. Smith may have.
THE COURT: Mr. Smith.
MR. SMITH: May it please fhe court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. SMITH

Q Officer Gregory. "Would that be appropriate or is it
Detective?

A Either way, sir, is fine.

Q I want to be fight. Officer Gregory, you took a‘
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. CAMPBELL 280 .
This is just another tool that you used in your
investigation to piece together this case?

That is correct.

And when you do a case, whether Mr. Jones' case or
anybody else's, do you st:ictly rely upon what the
victim's themselves say to you.befofe you make an
arrest?

I do not.

ﬁhat do yéu do before.you make an.arrest?

We want to corroborate information, we want to make
certain the puzzle pieces are actually fitting
together with.other evidence out there.

In the pést; héve you ever had wvictims lie to you?
Yes. ,

And based on what they tell you, do you make.an arrest
‘based on what they say to you?

No, .I do not.

And why is that?

It's not-  right. We.tr§ to give everybody an
opportunity to give.their side of the story and I can
only imagine if we weﬁt off everybody's word all the
time.

So, in this case, prior to an arrest being made, not
only you, but all the'investigators working the case

look at what you call, "the totality of the
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. RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. SMITH 281
© circumstances," to see if all the facts match?
Yes.
_And this is done prior tq making an arrest?
From whap you have. Yes. |
Does your investigation end at that poiht;in time? Do
youiétop investigating?
No, sir.
Why not?
There's always more ‘to the invéstigation. You must
‘éontinue>on, yoli must find evidence like we have here
with the videos or anything else that may exist and
7you»have to fﬁle out things.
And did you do that in this case?
wé'did, specificaily, yes.
© MR. CAMPBELL: I haveé no further questions.

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF MARK GREGORY BY MR. SMITH

Q

A
Q
A

(@)

" Things at_playn

I'm sorry. Could-you speak up? -

Things at play. What~thingé-are you speaking of?
In the sentence that I just étated, things at play
about én investigation?

Yes, sir. What do you mean by that?

Certain things happen- in certain investigations.

There could be a car pulled over. There could be

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 288
Has anybody ever been related by.blood or marriage or have
you ever .had a personal or social relationshipﬁwith Captain
Arnett Jones? ' If so, would you raise ydur hand. (No.
response) Very'gobd. Any additional voir dire request
from the State? o

MR. CAMPBELL: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. SMITH: No, sir.

THE COURT: Very gooa. Are you ready to proceéd?

" MRL.CAMPBELL: Yes, sir.

'THE COURT: Call your next witness.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, the State calls Detective .
Toﬁmy Johnson to fhe stand. |

{Afterx Eeing duly sworn by the Clerk of Court;, Tomﬁy
Johﬁson testified as follows:) |

CEERK OF COURT: 1If you would take the witness stand,
state your name and spell your last name for the record,
pleése.

DETECTIVE JOHNSON: .. 'Thomas L. Johnson,‘IEI.
J—O—ﬁ—N—S—O—N.
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL
Q = Detective Johnson, you are employed by the Anderson

County Sheriff's Office?
A Yes, 1 am.

Q  And how long have you been employed with law

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




144

10

11

12

13

.14

15

16

17.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON '.BY M:R CAMPBELL © 289
‘enforcement?

Approximately, eighteen years with the Sheriff's
office.

Any other law enfofcemenf experienCe prior to that?
WO years with THe South Carolina Dépéitment of
Corrections and five years with the South Carolina
.Department of Motor(Vehicles. |

Now, talking about your ex?erience wiih the Anderson
Coun£y Sheriff's Office, what éOSition}or capacity
have you held in, I believe you said, e;ghteén years?
Yes, sir. V

What positions have you held during that .time?

- Originally, a patrol deputy assigned to Alpha Shift, a

. school resource officer at T.L. Hanna, then in 2001 I

took the position of school resource officer at

' Belton-Honea Path High School and in 2008 I moved to

the investigations division.

And when you say, school resource officer, what

exactly is that tybe of position?

Basically, what that is, is designed és a threefold
teachef, counselor and law enfbrcement'officer, but a
law enforcement officer first at the>séhool. I was
assigned to the BHP High School basically to handle
situations at the school, instruct.students in law

related issues and counsel students on law related
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10

11

12

13

14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21

22

23| .

24

25|

145

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY. MR. CAMPBELL 290
issues.

And while you're, in this case, a school resource
officer at Belton Honea Path High School,.do you
become or form a bond with thée students?’

Yes, sir.

And in this case did the students have a name that

).theyféalled you?

Yés, Thé nickname actually startéd ét T;L. Hanna and
carried over to BHP, it's 0.J. It stands for Officer
Johnson. It's‘just a short version for the students
and'thét's what the students know me in that area by.
Now,"the,currentqposition‘you;re in now, what type of
investigations do you.handle at the C.I.D. or Criminal
Investigation Division? ,_w’

I handle various cases pertaining fo‘property crime
offenses, burglaries, robberies, shootinés and
homicides.

-Now, how did you first become involved in this case
that we are dealing wifh today?

On April 15th, I Was in theABelton area. I respénded
to a call at Road Apartments because I was in
the area. As I got there, Belton City had stopped a
vehicle just down the road which fit the description
that was given out on a.BOLO, which is a "Be on the

Lookout For", a certain type of suspect vehicle. When
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 291
I arrived there, I spoke to officers on the scene,
:which I believe was Officer Turner and I forget the
other officef's'names; I believe there were.three
officers there. ..The information that I obtained at
that point identified that ﬁhis was the vehicle that

was at the apartments,thich was:a red in color Honda.

They also were able to identify‘ét-least one of the

individuals that were in the car with the defendant in

" this gase;‘Jamario'Jones. They referred to him as

Mario. .From that point, I proceeded to the incident

. location.

Now, in this case, were you actually assigned this by .
any type of supervisor; anybody higher up than you at -
No} sir. :Generally; what happens is, if you arrive on
scene and you are an investigator, then it

automatically is your case. There were two other

~detectives that were on call that day. Seeing that

they were'stili in the Andersoﬁ area, I was the
closest‘oﬁe and souI responded to it and féok control
of the scene when I got there.

Now, you said you first responded at first to a car
being stopped to a BOLO being put ocut, is that by the
dispatchers? |

It was. It was by our dispatchexr on Channel 1.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 292
And when ydu responded to this red Honda, how many
people were in that car?

There were two.females in the;vehicle.'

And do you knéw théir names?

I do. One was Candice Brown and the other was Tiffany
Petty. |

Did either one of them have a relatibnship with Mr.
Jones?

My understanding is that Candice Brown is his spouse.
That's the way .it's listed on his bookihg sheet.

Now} I believe yéﬁitestifiéd_fhey,told you his name
was.Mario ét the scene? |

That's correct. 'Tiffény Petty at the scene referred
to him as Mario.' Tiffany was also a student at BHP
during my time there and when she referred fo Mario,
she also said ---

MR. SMITH: Objecfion. Hearééy;

THE COURT: Sustainedl

Now, do you know Mr. Jones? . .

I do. |

How long havé you known him?

Since he started BHP High School. ' I've had, sat in on
se§eral hearings, administrative héarings at school.
I've actually arrestea him in 2002 for public

disorderly conduct in school.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMIMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 293
Now, do you know him as Mario or Jamario?

I know him as both. Jamario is his given name, but -
also,‘f know him as Mario.

And so you had a rélationship with him while he was at
BHP? |

Yes, sir.

And after this,-did‘you'go to-the

_Apartments?

I did. Illeft the vehicle stop and went to
Apartments. Once I arrived on scene, Detective
Hendricks showed up ‘on scene. She interviewed the
victims. I briefly got some basic information;
basically because it was my understanding there was an
armed robbery.committed and there may be .a subject
'rJnning through the woods or the local area and-the
community that was armed and I had to assess whether
that was correct.v'I did call for K-9 units to éome
out and asked for édditional assistance to come to the
scené. |

Now, I know people get an idea about how é crime scene
is handled based upon What,they see on T.V. and we
know that T.V. is not true. Would you please just
explain to the jury about when a, in this case, you as
a lead case inQestigator arrive on scene and you take

charge, what procedures or processes do you go through
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once you get there?

The first thing you want to do is, you want to find
out, obviously, you make contact with the detective
that arrijed‘on:scene before me. - You starﬁ
ascertaining information from him, speaking with
withesseé at the scene to discover what happened. 1In
thié case, like I said, we discovered there was
possibly one if not two armed suspects runniqg in the
Wdods.‘ We do know of one‘pistolthat one of them had,

described as a black male with a white shirt and

: blﬁejeans on and_arméd with a handgun and had fled out

into the area. While we were there we started

receiving information from dispatch radio that there

'were other witnesses within-a few, hundred yards from

the apartment complex and they called in and said
they{d seen a black male with-bluejeans and a white
shirt and that he was armed. We obtained written

consent from Ms. Bentley, which is a voluntary written

.form where she gives permission for us to go in, just

- because it's a crime scene. She was in control of the

residencef She lives thgre and so she has the
authority to give us permission to be there. At that
time, myself and forensiés investigator Pridemore
entered‘the resideﬁce and started processing the

scene. Forensics officer Pridemore, basically the way
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it works; when you go in to the scene; everything is
photographed. Everybody“is out of the scene, there's
nobody in the scene at which point we let them go in
and ‘'do overall photographs and documéntatiqn of it and
then ‘we go-in and do a general walk thréugh of the
scene- just to see what's in the‘séene.

Now,-yOu méntioned‘photographs'in‘this.caée.',Were
photographs pakén?

Yes, - they ﬁere.

And what;'if»anything, happenea to those.photOQraphs?
It's my‘understanding there was éoﬁe'sort of computer.
SOftwafe‘faiIure.onvour forensics'combutef.which all
our crime SEenenphotographs;many ﬁonths ago- and not
only on this“case but ﬁumerous other‘éases,4the'
photographs were lést; The .computer, from -my
undexétanding, was taken and iﬁagég Were>tfied to, I
don't‘khoﬁ‘the proper terminoldgy, but they tried to
redover thOse photographs and théy Were unsﬁécéssful
ip doiﬁg~so.t |

Now, the'phqtographs that we have were‘takénfseveral
days later oplafter the fact. Is that correct?
That's true.

Now, when you arri&ed at Apartments, did
you have an opporﬁunity to spéak with Ms. Bentley and

Ms. Taylor?
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I did, briefly.

And did you also observe two small children?

I did.

And did you, were you able to, based on your direct
observation, see if they had sustained or received any
type of. injuries?

I did. I obsérved seVeral, you could descpibe them as
knbts,‘bumps, bruises, things like that. I did not

see any blood on the child, but ‘I did see a small

rmaybe a contusion or somethiﬁg that -I would classify

as that, on the child, on the three—yéar—old.

Like a cut?.

"A cﬁt., I'm sorry, én‘the small child, the one-year-
old.'

Now, when you arrived, are you from the Belton-Honea
Path area?

Né, sir. I'm not. I've worked in that area, like I
said,. since 2001 in high school and made a lot of
relationships as far as acquaintances‘throﬁgh the high
schooi and .through coaching football and things like
that.’ | |

I want to talk a little bit ébout:the area. When you
.come in.-- what direction’ did you come in from

Anderson?

I came in from, I actually came in from Broadway
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School Road which comes up to Highwa§'20, which ié
‘directly across from the Belton Mart: and Road
Apartments.

And how far is the Belton Mart from the apartment
‘complex.

VI,woﬁld say from my information,.probably a hundred to

two hundred yards.

| Is the Belton EMS station right there also?

Yes. BAs soon as you pull onto ‘ { . Road, you're at

the Belton Mart and if you look left about one hundred

.‘fifty, maybe two hundred, yards across the field is

the Belton EMS station and:then the apartment eomplex
and so it{s sort of like a triangie, is fhe way they
sit.u: |

‘Now, when you are invesfigating)a.crime, you don't do
all the'ﬁork by yourself; Do you?

No, sir. There's jusﬁ to6 much. Yéu have to rély‘on
other ihdividuals, such aS‘iﬁ.this case, Agent Stallo
with ATF and an Agent Gregory, they followed up leads
while I. was working other parté'of the case.

And in this cése, you spoke with the victims.

I did.

Now, as a result of your conversations, did you
identify suspects in this case as potential people who

committed this crime?
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We .did. |
An& who were the namés that popped up?

Quenton Byrd's name popped up, but that was assigned
to Agent Stalio and Agent Gregory of the Sheriff's
office and they followed up on that and subsequently,
he was ruled not a suspect-in this case.

Any other people ideﬂtified as potential suspects?
Melody Ellis was and Mr. Jones were the only otﬁer
two.

Now;;as a‘result~of talking to the victims in this
case, did you learn that -- they identified Mr. Jones
as being the individual with the gun. Is that right?
That's correét.

_And you learned that he had gloves on.

That's correct7

Now, you proceséed, were you present when the érime
sceﬁe was processed? .

I was. When I first arrived and we got started on the
crime scene, going through it; Officer Pridemore began
his process, which was normally, they are the ones
that collect for prints and evidence like that. I do
a general walk-through. When I walked through the
house, the}house was . in disarray, the kitchen area was
in disarray with cabinets open and drawers pulled out.

"~ ~ The.bed back in the bedroom had been, it appeared that
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 299

. it had been moved and jostléd around.

Now, when you went through this apartment, did you see
any othgr signs of illegal activity ongoing in this
apartment? - ‘ |

No, sir. When I walk through.an apértment, the first
thing that I -- I didn't see any evidence of any kind
of bongs or pipes or things like that that would
indicate 'any kind of narcotics in the residence. I

didn't see any baggies, I didn't see .any type of drug

"paraphernalia such as that and-theére was no odor of

-any type, you know, like ‘a ma;ijuana smell was ‘not in

- the apartment.

As a result of you and Investigétor Pridemore
processing this crime scene, were y'alllablg to 1lift
éome fingerprints from the kitchenia;ea?

Not that I recall. I think most of thgm-were smudges,
from what I reéall. |

But prints were lifted?

Yes. There were pértials.

As a result of that, did you have them attempted to be
compared with Mr. Jones and>Ms. Ellis?

I did.

And what was the result qf that?

They came back negative.

And when you say negative, what does that mean?
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It means they didn't match specifically to Mr. Jones
or Ms. Ellis, but that;s not uncommon on crime scenes.
It~céuld have been the victim's fingerprints, it could
have been acduaintances of the victims that had been
in the house, it could have been there the day before,
three days before, a week before. It just depends on
when you've cleaned, because cleaning under déor
handlesvagd places like that, folks don't really think
about cleaning there. .You wipe a counter down and '
you're done. So, it could be a fingerprint that was
there from five months ago that hadn't been cléaned
off.

And do you know, were these prints of sufficient
quality to make a comparison?

The partials were, but as far as I know they did not

match back to the defendant.

" ‘Now; 1f a person was wearing gloves, would they leave

- fingerprints? \
No. :They Qould actually, they would not leave any
type of fingerprints, it would be more of a, it wbuld_
look like a smear based on what I've seen in my
experience of many years. It k;nd of looks more like
a smear, depending on the gloves. 1In .some cases,

there are specific types of gloves that there may be a

pattern like rubberized hand grips, things like that
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 301
'making that pattern on there, but I‘didn't'see any of
that.

Now, were you able to determine if anything was taken
during this crime?
There was cash money taken from the residenge,

appfoximately $350.00 between Ms. Bentley and what was

- in the kitchen area.

,Anything else taken?

Not that I recall.
Now,"éfter you processed the crime scene, what was the -

next step or process that you took-in the

“investigation of this case?

During'the processing of the crime scéne, Inveétigator
Hendricks'was conducting an interview with the
victims, individually, and once we finished processing
the érime scene, at that point, we came béck out and
again, I was briefed by Investigator Hendricks. .We
started getting -- if I-couid back up. The traffic
stop,‘When I first arrived there, the vehicle was
actually towed. Belton City made an actuél arrest on
Ms. Brown based on unrelated charges, based on driving
gnder suspension. We started getting phone calls from
a tow company stating someone was calling trying to
know how to get this yehicle.v It was a male's voice.

They did not identify themselves or who they were. We
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were able to obtain that number and I was able to put
a team together to go, based on that, we felt that may-
be Mr. Jones; VWe can't prove it was-Mr. Jones, but we
felt it would be. We went to the residence over on
the north side of Anderson where the phone number came
back from.

And what, if anything, came about because of that?

We -— it was ndt —-- the number at that residence had
not been chahgea on our 911 system:and‘that's how we
took tHe number and searched our 911 system to find
out the residence and it turned out to be an;eighty—
yeér~ola white female that lived there and we kind of
surp;iSed ﬁer and she advised us that she had not had
that number in a while so, at that point, I h%d to go
back and continue the investigation trying to find
leads on it. | |

And what was the next break that you received in this
case? : “' , o
Onée we spoke with the elderly femaie,‘we left, i left
and'went back to’ the detention center where I spoke
with Ms. Brown who in return said that he may be -at
his cousin's house and that's on

I did notify the team and when I say

team, it's a conglomeration of Anderson City Police

Officers and Anderson County Officers and we were in
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route there to . : Street just to check the area
to see if Mr. Jones may be in the area.

And did .you, yourself,-éo to

Street?

Yes, sir. As I was coming dSwn South Street,

I actually see a city police.car sitting in front of

‘thebimmediate area where this residence is with his

blqe'lights on. My fifst impression was that they had
a;feady found him, so aé I pﬁlled up- on the scene, I
looked to my right and . I seen Mr. Jones, who I know by
face,‘by,recogﬁition, standing on the front porch of
DeAngelo Acker's house. I get out,'I'go up and talk
to Officer Kevin Looney frbm Anderson City, who was

actually on a Moped stop in front of this residence

and just so happens to be there when I arrived and I

immediately tell Mr. iobney'that:the two suspects are
on fhé front porch. Mé; Ellis is on the front porch
with her dreads. I described her to him, I described
Mr.. Jones and myself and Kevin Looney, I don't know if
it was a reserve officer or a training officér with
him, - took Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis into custody at
DeAngelo Acker's house.

Now, when you arrived and you talked about Officer
Looney with the Anderson City Police Department. Was

this just coincidence?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
.18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

159

iR o N I o]

L@}

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON I;Y MR. CAMPBELL 304
It was. Officer Looney was actually on duty that
night, had not been a part of'our team looking for
them. We actually had -- he hadlno indication of what
was going on.- When I pulled up, he thought I was just

checking on him to see that he was okay, which is not

.uncommon in our business. We may pull up, roll the

window down, just signal to them or we may get out
just to make sure for their safety, what's going on,
.so he actually thought I was checking‘on him.

And, apprdximately, what time of day is this?

I'd say this was. around 5:30, 6:30 in the evening.

- Still daylight?

.Yes. ,ItAwas still daylight.

And at this point in time, Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis are
just listed as suspects. Is that right?

Thét's correct.

At this point, you didn't know if they were acfually
invol&ed or not, you just thought they possibly could
be?

.I had a suspicion fhey‘possibly could be.

‘And as é result of this, you took both of them into
custody?

We took both of .them intc custody and detention and
“took them back to the Sheriff}s Department where Mr,.

Jones was placed in interview room No:2 and Ms. Ellis
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was taken to InvestigatérvLécy Holden's office.
Now, while you -were on the scene at

Street —-- let me back up. Is that consi@ered
the éouth side of Anderébn? |
It is,
Now, did-you do any type of invesfigaﬁ}on while you
were at that residence?' :
'Xesf While we were at that residence, I was informed
that. Mr. Jones had actually:*handed a gun to DeAngelo

‘Acker whére he lives with his mother at that

" residence. I spoke with Ms. Acker, 'advised her, she

. said she did not want any type of weapon like that

that may have:been used in.a. crime or- something :in her

house. She provided written consent for us to go into

- her house and retrieve this. We were told it was on

top of the refrigerator. We wenf AOwn,the=hallWay
with Ms. Acker, who was present. ‘DeAngelo also came
into the kitchen, identified thé weapon and said it
was on toé of the refrigerator where we found it. It
was black in color with a silverﬁstriﬁe or silver
slide, 'a loaded .380 Highpoint automapic,‘semi—
automatic. I'm sorry.

As a result of this, did you recover this gun?

I did.

And did you take this gun into evidence?
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A I took the gun into evidence. We had to clear the

weapon on scene ﬁust for everyone's safety. We

‘removgd the magazine and thererwere five live roundé

in the gun. ™ |
Q Now, i'm going to show you what has been marked for

idéntification as State's Exhibit No. 20.

MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, for the récord, State's -
Exhibit No. 20 is actually comprised of two parts, the‘>
pistol as well as the clip with some ammo. ' For |
identification and fér court exhibit purposes, I had Ms.
Rice to list the bullets and the c}iplaQ;State's Exhibit
No. 20-A, just for identification purpdseé while we'aie
dealing with this.

THE. COURT: Yeé, sir.

Q + Now, Detective Johnéon,-I'm‘going.to show you what.hasl

been marked as étate's Exhibit No..20 and No. 20-A. I

want you to please look at it first and see if you can

identify it.

A (Witness complies) Yes, this is the gun that was

_ recovered from the refrigerator at DeAngelo Acker's
house énd this is the magazine that was taken out of
the weapon along with the five rounds, including the
one in the chamber.

QO - As a result of this, did you take this gun into
evidence? - _ ; i
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1 A We did. |
2 | MR. CAMPBELL: Your Honor;:-at this time, I'm going to
3| ° move State's Exhibit Nos. 20 and 20-A into evidence.
4 THE COURT:  Any cbjection?
5 MR. SMITH: No, sir.
6| THE COURT: Admitted, without objection.
7 ‘ (Whereupon, a pistol is admitted into evidence as
8 © State's EXhibit No. 20 and a magazine witﬂ bullets is
9 ’ admitted into eﬁidende as State's Exhibit No. 20-A, withouﬁ
10 , ‘objection)‘t o ' |
11 Q Néﬁ, after you took pOSSessiOn:of_this:pistol, you
12 _ . <  entered this-intO'evidence with the Shefiff's office.
13 . Is that right?
14 A Yes. o  . \
15 Q0 wDidTyou aiso-request that these items be
16 - fingerprinted? ’
17, A - I did.
18 Q And whét, if.anything,,céme'about.due:to yodr_request?
19 A - Thére were‘nowfingefprints féund ontthe weapon.
20 Q How about the clip and the magaziné and the ammo?
21 A No, sir.
22 0 Now, after this, did you go back to the Law
23 Enfofcement Center?
24 A I did. 1I-left once we completed our investigation at.
25 Ms. Ackerfs house, we provided-he; a copy of the
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consent to search and left there. I went back to the
Sheriff's Depaitment where myself and Investigétor
Holden began an interview with Melody Ellis; the co-
defendant. |

Now, did you transport anybody back to the Sheriff's
Office yourself?

No, sir; No pne left with me in my &ehicle.

Now, when you‘arrived, were the two individuals, Ms.
Ellis and Mr.'Jonés, were they taken to the Detention
Center or to the Law Enforcemenf Center?

They were taken to the Sheriff's Department, to the
second floor. Mr. Jones was inAiﬁtérview room No. 2
and Ms. Ellis'was takéﬁ to Investigator Holaénfé:
office.

Now, is your office also on the: second floor?

- Yes, sir.

How'long did you speak with Ms. Ellié?

We began her interview when I got there -- give me one
seéond, I have those notes with me, I believe. I
think it was around 8:00, something like that, a
little bit after, when we started talking to Ms.
Ellis.A During‘this interview, DeteCiive Gregory came
down the hall and notified me that Mr. .Jones wanted to
speak with me. He actually referred to me as 0.J. and

I proceeded to talk to Mr. Jones.
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And did'Investigator Gregory, did hé'give you a
statement that he had already taken from Mr. Jones?

He ﬁrovided it tolme. Yes, sir.

And was this stétement initially done at your request?
Yes. It was. ‘

I mean, you asked Investigator Gregory to go talk to
ﬁr;,Johes first? |

While we wefe doing the scene, once we took him into -
cgstodi, I advised, I calléd Investigatof Gregofy on

the phone and told him we were going to be tied up for

" a while and the defendants were back at the office and

if\he §ould, go.ahead and begin the interview with Mr.
Jones. |

And he didithat at your requesﬁ?

Yes, sir. .

And as a result, the statement  that you heard
yesterday was the statement that he got from Mr.
Jones?

That's correct.

. Now, after this interview process that Mr. Jones

conducted with Investigator Gregory, what was the time
difference between the two, when you went to speak

with M#. Jones?

‘Five, ten minutes, tops. I talked . with Investigator

Gregory just a few minutes, and then I went in to
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speak to Mr. Jones.

And during fhis break, was Mr. Jones in the same room
that he was when Investigator Gregory talked to him?
Yes. He was still in the interview foom No. 2.

Now, when you talked to -- you talked to Mr. Jones,

obviousTy.

_Yes, sir. I did.

And what steps or procedures did you go through prior
to talking to. him?
I got his personal information, again, from him-and

put it -on the statement form. I then reviewed Miranda

‘,with:him just’ to make sure that he understood He was

still under therMifanda from the form he signed with
Investigator Gregory. I asked him,.I know at least
once if not twice, are you sure you don't want to talk
to a lawyer before you talk to me? . At which point, he
advised me he had made a mistake or inaccurate

information that he had given to Investigator Gregory:

~and he wanted to change a part of his statement.

As a result .of that, did you do another Advice of
Rights form with him?-

No, sir. I did not do another form.

But did he say he understood his rights and wanted to
speak to you?

Yes, sir. He said he understood his rights and that
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he wanted to change a part of his‘ statement because he
had given inaccurate information on the first
statement. |
.And how'long after'the‘first statement he gave you,
was this?

Approximately, five or ten minutes.

hAs a result, did you take a stateﬁent.from him?

I did..

And did you do this'on a‘statemeht form?

Yes, sir. ' - : :
~(Mr. Campbell shows document‘tb Mr. Smith)

I'm.goipé to show you what's been marked for

identification, Stéte's Exhibit No. 3, Detective

Johnson. Could you please identify this, pleasé,-sir?

This is the original statement that I took fiom

Jamario based on his request to talk to me.

And thié'is'the original?

Yes, sir.

Now, -in this, how do we know this 'is Mr. Jones'

statement?

On fhe top lefthand cdrnef,‘l'took his personal

information from him. It says, "Jamario Quinton

Jones, , Belton, South Carolina,
20627. Date of birth was . B/M stands for
black male. Cell phone number: . Social
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o DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL ’ 312
Security Number: . . Those are identifying
indicators that he provided to me.

This wasn't somethinézthat you wrote off the previous
statement? | |
No, sir.
And Qhat was the purpose of whyqyou élicited this
information a second time?

-~ So, one is for comparison to make sure I'm getting the
proper informafion so I can see he's not lying. He

. may have given some differentjinformation on the first
statement as far as who he was.4 It's just a part of
the investigation.

* Now, at this point, did hé give'YOu,iFell you what he
wénted to change or cbrréct?
Yes, sir. He did.
And how did that go about?
I asked him, "You requested me. What's going on?" He
said that he wanted to change his statement. I said,
"Okay, which part?; "And then he started talking to mé
about which part of his statement he wanted to change.
As a result of that, did you put this down in writing?
I did.
And as a result of that, did you go back over it with
'him?
I did. I went back- over with him orally and let him
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view it.

And were any corréctionS‘made?

There were actually two parts in there. I think they
were just words, spelling, where I had started fo putl
a diffefent word than hexprOQiaéd. In other words, he

changed it and we scribble those out and we made sure

- as we went back over the statement.before they sign a

complefed statement form, that this is what. they want

. to say, this .is how they want it said and that these

are errors and we have them scribble it out and

initial above it.

‘And after you went through this process and put it

down in writing, he had a chance to review it?
Ye's, sir.

And after he had a chance to review it, did he sign

the statement?

Yes, he did.

. MR. CAMPBELL: Now, at this point, Your Hohor, I would

like

“all,

Detective Johnson to read the statement. First of
I'm going to move State's No. 3 into evidence.
THE COURT: Any objections?

MR. SMITH: ©No, sir.

'THE COURT: Admitted, without objection.

(Whereupon, a statement by Jamario Jones is entered

into evidence as State's Exhibit No. 3, without objection)
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Detective Johnson, would you please read the statement
that Mr. Jones gave you on April 15, 2011.

We start in the upper lefthand corner where the
identifying information is:- Jamario. Quinton Jones;

’ Belfon, South Carolina. Date of

_birth is ~ . Black male. Cell phoﬁe ﬁumber:

-Social Security Number:
It says he completed the ninth grade.and he can read

and write. The date 6f the statement is April 15,
2011, and it's page number 1. He initialed the
beginning of the- statement with JJ. It says: This
statement is being written for me by Detective T.L.
Johnson. In my statement where I°said I waé in the
car with Candice when we saw Byrd and Melody running,
I was wrong. It was Byrd, Melody and me running'away
from fhe apartment complex; Byrd went to his house
and Melody and me walked to the store. I.tried to
call Candice from the store phone, but she did not
answer. I saw.Torry -- and then there's a scribble
mark where there was an error made in the statement
with the'initials of JQJ over the top of that -- and
BYrd in a green car. Byrd was like, come on. Byrd
had cohe in and bought a cigarette. They took us to
Melody's house off of ‘, | . 1 asked Teresa

to give us a ride to the south side. I went in
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 315
Teresa's house and got Candice's .380 pistol. Teresa
carried Melody and me to my friend's house "Dee". He

lives on Street. I went in -- and here

again is another scribble mark, JQJ above it where an

error was made -- to Dee's house - and gave him the gun.

. I told "Dee" to put the gun on the refrigerator.

‘“Deef took theigun‘and put it on the refrigerator.
End. of statemenp.- There are thrge "x" ahd his,
initials JOJ indicating that's the end of the
-stétemént and'ﬁéthing can be added. There's also two.
'fill marks, which are two crossed lines on theA
‘ statemeﬁt where they cross and‘foﬁr smaller'iines on
?,‘the'statement where we require them to put their.
initials. Thét's just fill space-and nobody can go in
to cﬁahge their statement. At the:bbttom of the
statement, it's éigned Jamario Jones.
Now,.afterv§ou haﬁe received theksecond statemeqt with
‘some cor;ectiéns that he wanted to make, did that end
your investigation?
No, it did not. That was just an additionai piece to
the investigation.
'Now, at this point, had he already been taken to the
Law Enforcement Center?
He was at the Sheriff's. Department. Yes, sir.

I'm sorry. Had he been taken to the Detention Center?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY ]OHNSON BY MR CAMPBELL 316
No, sir. He was still at the office-at that point.
After he gave this, what was the next process that
y'all went through?

We went back through all tﬁe'information.to
collaborate the witnesses' statements,, all thel
,informétion-was collected at the scene, at which
point, it was determined that we felt there was
probable cause to charge bofhzdefendants with the
crime.yht

‘And in this case, were you the person that fook out

the warrants against Mr. Jones?

Yes, 1 was.

“And you took: him out for three charges?

.Thap's correct: Burglary;ffirst degree, armed
robbery, and possession of -a weapon during the
commission of a violent crime.

As a result of this, was Mr. Jones booked into the

- Anderson County Detention Center? .

Yes, he was.

And as a part of that process as they are booked in,
they give certain information to the booking'people?
Yes, they do. They give pertinent information that
gbes in the boocking file: Name, date of birth,
driver's license number, things'like that. Spouse.

There's an inventory of property on them when they
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 317
enter the jail or what's taken from them when they

enter the jail and placed in the property safe at the

jail.
0 Did Mr. Jones indicate who his next of kin was?
A . He did. . He listed Candice Brown.as his spouse and

-next of kin, which is an areanound Qn'the booking
sheet:, Eind’pf‘like for;emérgency contact iﬁformation
or thingé like that in éa;e“they'neéd to contact
‘someone. |

Q And dia‘hé also  list what his employment'was?.

A He did;,uﬂe listed:his employment as‘unemployed.

é Ané when'fhey_process a person in at the jail, do they
take items .that are on that person into evidencé?

A They take’ the items that are made(aware of in
inventoryAénd in this casé it was $202100‘in cash that
-was in hié inventory that we thought came from the
robbery and it was taken into evidénce, along with his
clothing and things of thét”natgre that he ﬁad on that

was pertinent to the crime as far as being probable

evidence in this case.

Q Now, after this arrest was mgde on Mr. Jones, was Ms.

Ellis also charged?
A Yes, she was. Once we fiﬁished'her'statement.also,
then yes, she was arrested also.

Q Was she charged with the same crimes?
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A Yes, sir. She was.
Q Now, did you stop at this point in time?
A No, sir. The investigation'cqntinued on for a couple

days after that, or sevéral days. It took a total of
several days. We had to review video. When I.got the
video, I believe it was Monday afternoon after Mr.
Gregory obtained the video. I viewed it and there

were several other things we continued to do.

Q Okay. -Now, you learned that there were two adults and

two children in the apartment when this crime was

cbmmitted.

A That's correct.
Q- Did you attempt to.talk or have someone in your

departmeht speak to the little girl, the'Ehree—year—
old?

A I-did. I requested Investigator Michael Collins, who
iﬁvestigates sex crimesvand been trained to do
forensic,interviews, to do a forensic interview with
the child.

MR;ISMITH: I'm going to object if he's going to speak
for someone eise.
‘MR. CAMPBELL:; I'm ﬁot gbing there. I'm - just going to

ask him what he did. o
THE COURT: All right.

Q ‘As a result, did you get anything from this video?
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that.

o ® O B

'THE COURT: All right.

MR. SMITH: Objection. Hearsay.
THE COURT: Don't go into what' he said.

MR. CAMPBELL: That's as far as I'm going to go with

*

Now, besides that, did.you, yourself, also talk with

the victims?

I did talk to both victims.

And you got ‘the- apartment video.

I.didn From the complek, |

Did you alSOfattempt to get.the poliée reporté from
Belton P.D.? |

I did. I attempted to get-a copy of the policé report

. from Belton and' I also-attempted to get a police

report from Kevin Looney. I believe it was supplied

as to why he was on .~ Street at that

time.’

And~basedvupon‘what you‘know,‘did you ever get a
description of what the t&oniﬁdividﬁals were wearing
at the time this crime was commitﬁed?

Yes. From the initial traffic stop when I went to
respond to if is where i obtained the information on
who Jamario Jones was, along with the deécription, and
I got descriptions from individuals at the apartment

complex at the scene and from there, we were able to

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




- 10

11

12

13

14 |

15|

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

175

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 320
take that.

Were you able tohdeterqine‘what these individuals were
Qearing?

Yes, I was.

_And. what was that?

Mr. Jones was'wééring a white tee shirt and bluejeans.
Ms. Ellis was-wearing a réd or burgundy colored
Bojangles sﬁirt and shorts.

And when,you arrested Mr. Jones at

Strgét, what color of clothes or what kind of clothes

was he wearing? -

. He as wearing bluejeans and a white tee shirt.

You also, as a part of.your investigétion, asked tﬁat
a firearms tréce:be done on this weapon?

I did. I sent the firearm trace té ATF.

And what was fhe purpose or why did you-go through
doing that?

We like to find out, you know, go back and find out
the last person the gun was registered to. Also,
whether it comés'back stolen or something like that.
We like to call the indiyidual and find out, you know,
how did this gun get here.

And in this case, you learned that the registered
owner was Candice Brown?

That's correct.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON'BY MR. CAMPBELL 321
‘ Who is listed as his spouse?
fhat's cofrect, as‘Mr.‘Jones' spouse.
Now, approximately, from the timelthét you initially
got the call to the time the arrests were made, how
many hours are we t;lkihg abouf here? _ |
‘ZI'd’say between.probébly six or -seven hours.
But that didn't end your investigétion, your
invéstigation.took a 1o£:iongei; .
We don't stop with én,arrest. ‘We continué én fo make
sure everythingﬁcollaborates ea¢ﬁ other and everything
"Y6urknow, mafChes upribecauSé -
Wheﬁ you say, everything matches up, did you. go
through the statements that wére given, whether by the
suspects or the victimskand try to look at it as
compared to the evidence as you observed it?
Yeah, if iou look at stétements tﬂat people givé you
‘and it's kind of like putting together a jigsaw
puzzle, ybu'také thi3f$tatement; compare it to this
statement, compare it to this statement and compare it
- to this statement to see if the information matches,
if there are discrepancies in the statements to kind
of see where you're at and that kind of gives you a
better indication of what went on.

And in this case, did you do that?

A I did.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 322
And what was the information that was consistent td
you?

“The .information that was consistent with me was Mr.
Jones and Ms. Ellis entered the.apartment, Mr. Jones
was armed prior to coming to the apartment, that they

“went to commit a robbery, based on the fact that-I
felt they had bad intel of drugs and narcoties or
money in Ehe residence. They fled from the scene,

. wege‘seen fleeing from the scene in thelgeneral area
by the EMS folks and the fact that seyeral hours later
they'ré'at Melody Ellis' cousin's house, DeAngelo
Acker's, in which he provides to go to him and speaks
to Mr. Acker, telling him that he just_committed a :
robbery.

And when he gave you, the two statements that he gave
to law enforcemeﬁt, to Detectivé:Gregory and also to

-yourself, it corrobqrated most of that information.
Is that right?

Most of the information. It places him at the écene
there at the apartment. The only thing it does not
incorporate is the gun in his hand. He statesuthat
gun was picked up later after he left the apartment
complex.

But doesn't he, in the two statéments, actually admit

to committing the crime?
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He does not admit to comﬁitting the crime. No, sir.
But he gives you information before, hé gives you
information that you can back up before the crime and
after the crime.

Yes, sir. He gives me information that I can

- ¢ collaborate with witness statements before the crime

and after the crime, other fhanractuélly cémmitting
". the-crime. | .
SQ, that was the only part that was aCtua%ly«léfflout?
- That's correct. | |
» And wheﬁ‘you observed, when yog'went into the actual
apértment, , , did ydd observe, there's béen
testimony about a broken window.
I actually observed it when I first arrived on écene.
It stood out.. It was on the top right of the Vicfim's
apartment. .
And why‘did‘it stand out to you?
Just the way the glass was kind of hanging out of the
‘window and the way it had broken and thefe were pieces
.of glaés laying on the grouhd.‘
And were you ever able to determine why this crime was
‘committed during broad daylight?
MR. SMITH: Objection. Calls for speculation.
THE COURT: Lay your foundation, please, sir.

MR. CAMPBELL: I'll just back up.
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Now, Detective Johnson, in your experience, and I know
there is some information that-has comevup about drugs
and you have testified on direct examipation thaf you
saw no evidence of that. -

That's co:rect.
In your experience, have you arrested people that were
doing drugs? ‘

Yes, sir. - I have.

And is it yohi experience,  that people that are aoing
something illegal, do they typically call law
enforcement when they become a victim?

In my experiencé; it happens one of two wéys: one,
they doﬁ?ﬁ call if they are distributing.or have

‘narcotics in the héuse or two, when they do call and
realize, I shouldnft have;called, they sién a
complaint of wifhdfawal.

And how long,éfter theiinitial dispatch was sent out
.over the radio, did the officers arrive? .

It was, approximately, eight minutes, eight to ten

- minutes for the first officer to get there and I
believe the first one there was éctually Deputy
Bannister and then wheﬁ I got there, the two victims
were still ﬁighly emotional, very upset, agitated to

vthe point they were trying to, needed to calm down

before we could actually sit down and talk with them.
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Q And based upon what they told you and other detectives
on thé scene, did the evidence that you personally
observed in the'apartment matcb the deScripfion of

what they described to you?

A They did.

MR. CAMPBELL: Court's indulgence,-p}ease?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. CAMPBELLf lYopr Honor, that's all the questions I
have for this witness;' “

MR;‘SMITH: ,Permiésion-to,approach;5YourrHonbr?

"THEACOURT: _Yés,;si;. '

‘n :(Brief Berich Conference 6ff‘t§e Record)

THE COURT: Madam Eorélady, iadies and gentlemen of
the jury, we're gOing to take about.a 10 miﬁute break. If
&ou would go back to'your jury rodm;and make yourself
comfortable. If you need anything, let us know. Officer,
you can;t spéak with~anybody‘during the break. Okay, sir?

INVESTIGATOR JOHNSON: I understand, sir.

(Jury out at 10324_aiﬁ,)
,,THE COURT:. We'll be in,récess for about 10 minutes. {
If you neéa additional time, just send word down, please.
MR. SMITH: Yes,.sir. Thank you, Your Honor.
(Brief Break)

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Smith. Are you ready to

proceed? |

7
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 336
And it's your belief that they used the railroad
tracks as a méans of getting away. Isn't that right?
"It is.
So, seemingly, you iﬁvestigated the raviﬁe or ---
We went back there and looked at the ‘ravine.
Did you find any black-gloves?
T did rot. .
bid anyﬁody-from your office find black gloves?
.No. There were no black éloves turned in.
-So, the only testimony or anything that we know about
black gloves’comes from the victims. Is that right?
That's correct.
And so, black gloves, seemingly, and correct me if I'ﬁ
Wrong; would not allow a pérson to leave a '
'fingerprint.~ Right?
If the gloves were on, no.
So, the only feason we know about blaqk gloves are the
two ladies. |
Cérrect.
Did Melody Ellis have gloves at all, to your
knowledge?
Not to my knowledge.
And you heard the testimony indicating that she came
in, closed the door, locked it and then, seemingly,

the first one out. Did you ever find a fingerprint of
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- CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH - 337

hers on anything?
No, sir.

Forensics is pretty important. Isn't it?

It is. 1It-goes '‘along with a part of the puzzle.

And what did forensics find for you in this particular

matter?

Théy found some'pértials that were-matched, not

matched, but compared té Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis.

" .They :found numerous smudges all over the apartment and

-smudges are,~basically, when you touch something, you

pull away from it and rather than leaving a print, it

leaves a smear and those are unidentifiable and' there

- were numerous. of those found inside the apartment.

So, you got nothing. Right?

No, sir. I have two victims ---

. No.

You're talking about forensics?

: Fingeiprints or —---

No. They were not matched to eithei one of the
partials.

z

Three hundred and fifty dollars. 1Is that about the

"amount of money?

That's what the victims stated. Yes, sir.
Okay. And, of course, you know what was in Jamario

Jones' and Melody Ellis' pockets prior to that
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH - 338
entrance into the apartment?

No, sir. I-do not.

And, - according to you,‘you found; what, $202.00 ---

That's correct.

'---on Jamario? ‘And do:you know what the serial

numbers of the money lost by the victims were?
No, sir. I don't think, in today's society, I don't

think anybody sits down and writes serial numbers from

_ their money now.

So, 'you have‘absblutely no knowledge of whether the
money he had came from that house or that aparfment.

Do you?

T know the money was processed- by our forensics unit-

Yes.

There was no obtainable or usable prints prbcessed off

. of the méney.

Not even from the peoﬁle that allegedly had the money,

- initially?

No, sir.

Sé, you don't know the money that Mf. Jones had in his
pockets an hour priof to this incident. Right?

No. I doﬁ't know if he had it prior to this incident
or'not. |
Once again, all you have is thé statements of the

victims. - Right?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMI'IH ‘ 339

The étatements of the victims, along with other

supporting evidence from both witnesses around the

scene. ' And when I say that, what .I'm articulating is,

yés, I ha&e pheirsstateﬁentslfrom inside;|what

occurred inside. the apartmént,.and then -there is other

supporting e&idence from individuals' that transported

Mr. Jbénes to the séene; whét they saw'at the scene,

whét the EMS *people saw atnthe scene, whét happéned

several hours later when Mr. Jones was discovered and

then‘we have  the infofmatibn of ‘him beigg moved from
' there to the scene. |

All of éhose pedple thaf yéu just discusééd, not one
- individual cén:téil_us‘that,the money 'that he had was

not his. Righf?‘

That's.correct. 

So, you‘would agrée with me,;at'this point, that the

victims are thé key.to~this\¢asé. L /

Not necessérilyl They are a paft of this case;

You have no way of telling me that Mr. Jones sfole

money from them, unless'they‘say“so; Isn't that

right? | |

They say So.

Exactly.

But that's only a part of the investigation in this

case.
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That's the only way you know this.
I have cases, I've worked cases in the past where I've
had one victim and that's it, but you take that

combined with the other parts of the case to lead you

to the determination that this happened.

_Okay. The black gloves, once again, the only way we

know about black gloves is the victims.

Uh-huh.

‘The teeth. It was'ﬁnknown that-they were broke out at

the time of the incident?

Well, when I say, '"broke but," some people may

visualize broke oﬁt.as -- chipped is different from

- broke out. -Broke out ‘is dependant on how -they

describe it. I was made aware of it at the
preliminary hearihg; At the initial scene, the

victims were actuélly, individually, wére sitting in-

"the car with Iﬁvestigator Hendricks. I spoke with

them through the window, because I was trying to do a

‘trace on one of the victim's cell phones that was

taken to try to get a beam off a tower, which did not
pan out.

Thanks for bringing that up- The phone that was
allegedly taken, did you’éver find that?

No, sir. But it's not uncommon for people to throw

those away when they run from a scene.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF i‘OMlVIY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 341
Really? ‘
Yeah.
In a ravine?
No. You've got trash cans, ybﬁ couid.throw it iﬁ a
ravine, you ébuld throw it outlfhe window going down
the road. I meaﬁ, there's a time f;ame there that
they could have disposed_éf whatever it was.
Can you share with us thé time frame thatﬂthey~had to
- dispose of it? M
I.can tell you‘that when we‘initially ieceivéd the
call ét twoAaAq,then my time frame WOula be when i
took him into custody on ' - Stfeet.
So, YOﬁ didn'flfind the phone.
No, sir. | |
You didn't find.the black gloves.
- No, sir. |
Bﬁt the victims- told ué that thét's what yéu should
.know what to find. Right?
They. told me. -- that was their description, not
necessarily what I should find.
Do you believe that the gun is silver?
No. I said the gun was black with a silver slide,
which that ﬁas a silver stripe down the slide.
That's silver?

In my interpretation, it is. Yes, sir.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 342
I thought éilver was shiny.

It depends on what color. I mean, it's silver.

That's nbt gray? |

I éonsider it silver.

You heard the £estimony’of both of the victiﬁs.

Yes, sir.

They both said "biack guns”. Is that a black gun?

If you point the barrel at you, it would be.

What if you're there for a half-hour or an hour?

You'd get a good look at that gun. Huh?>

I don't really think they were worried about that. If

.you've got a gun to your head, I-think you would be
. : ) y '

more'Concerned'with whether he's going to pull the
trigger. -

You wouldn't be focused on the gun?

No. I'd be more focused and worried:rabout whether

he's going to kill me.
So, in order to see. a finger on the trigger, you would
have to look at the gun.

You could glance at it and see it. Yes.

'So, a half-hour or an hour, you couldn't see that

there was a silver stripe?
That's their interpretation of what the gun looked
like, but that's not uncommon in stressful situations.

Your office is extremely thorough. Right?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 343
To a degree. Yes, sir. |
But you were unaware that~this lady had chipped teeth?
It wasn't bréught to my light at the scene, but here
again, Ivhadlmy basic information. I had already
established'wﬁo were péssiblé suspects in this case.
I understood that he was armed. He- was 6ut‘on the
street énd it was'ﬁy major concern for this community
‘for‘thé safety around,them. -
Pleasélanswér my question, yeé Oor no.-
I did not know until thé-pyeliminary hearing.
- So, it wasn't really that important. Right?
Itvwaé imﬁortant, but it was not brought to light to
_'melgt the scene. . |
How ldhg were,‘ﬂow lbﬁg were Jones,éﬁd Ellis goneAfrom
thé apartment before tﬁe‘call‘waé made to.the police?
I'don't kno& that time‘frame. All I know is the
initial call for service and the responding deputies. -
So,.yéuAdoﬁ't know how muchAtimthhat Ms.. Bentley and
Ms. Taylor had between the time they left and the‘tiﬁe‘
they called. Right?
I only have the information that is on the report and
the time in our cad system as to when they made their
911 call. If you're asking from the time that the
defendants fled the scene? No, sir.

Right. And with fegard to the drawers that were
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 3 4 4
pulled out,’we don't have any prints.

No, sir. Other than, there were some partials
collected from inside the residence that were never
matched.
.So, the :victims could have pulled Fhe drawers out. Is
that right?

Well, they lived there. They probably pulied them out
everyday. |

Oh, I'm not asking ---

Are you saying, in this instance?

Yes. They could have pulled them out.

If that's. your interpretation.of what happened, they
could have. That's not mine.

Well, I understand what your interpretation is, ‘but
I'm asking you, could they have’ done that?

It's feasible. |

And Qith‘régard to the wrinkled bed, do you really
know what did that? .

Based off of what I was told and what I saw.

Based on the witnesses' statements. |

Yes.

How much money did Ms. Ellis have?

I don't recall that she had any.

So, $202.00. And so he spent $133.00 on the train

tracks?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON -BY MR SMITH 345 ‘

I don't know. -
Did ‘you find any money on the tracks where they just
tried to get rid of that;‘too? ’
No, sir. 'I don't think that someone who commits a
crime of that nature would actually throw what they
just robbed, away.
vThat wouldn't seem reasonable.’ Would it?
No. |
Well, you only found $202.00.
That'sJCErrect.
If you know the police are'coming and you afe.a‘felon,
do ybu think you.might be,scared?
I don't ﬁhink ;——
Especially, if ybu have a -gun.

' T don't think that I could give you an honest answer
'on that, because I'm not a felonf x
Okay. The victim's were'agitatea.- Right?
Excitea, yes. 'Agitated,4excited.
Could it be because they.just.got beat up?
Could be.
And you have. had the oppprtunity to review all the
statements and Special Agent Stallo has helped‘you,
and so forth. Right?
That's correct. -

And Melody Ellis has talked to anybody that's wanted
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CROSS EXAMINATION‘OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 346
to listen to her.J Is that right?
Pretty mﬁch. Yes.
And her stéry, as opposed to others, has remained the
:same the entire time. Hasn't it?
Yes, sir.
And that story is that, she went over to beat up
Ronnie Bentley. Right?
Qorrect.
And did sheAbeat up Ronnie.Beﬁtley?
There was a physical altercation.
We;e there any marks on Ms.>Ellis?
1 I did not see any, bﬁf...
And so, Ms. Ellis had fhe upper hand and made a fool
odt of -- well, not a fool, bgt-she beat up |
Ms. Bentley. Would you say that, with all the welts
. or knots or whatever around her head? |
f'd say she assaulted her. Yes.
Is it an assault instead of a fight when someone wins?
Is that how that works?
No. . It's an assault whenever someone unwantingly
. touches someone else.
Are you aware that this was the third time tha£ this
- happened, that she beat hér up?
.That who beat who up?

Ms. Ellis beat up Ms. Bentley.
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'CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY-JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 347
She had stated to ué ig her interview that she;had
assaulted her before.- Therelhad‘been a altercétion'
several yearé ago or ---

You heard the festimony of.Ms. BentleyAwhen she said
that they were two stuqs.: |
That's correct.

As a man, ahd youfve gotten in a fight befo;e, are you
embarrassed when you get beat up? -
Thaf héﬁpeﬁed,to me wheniI was a youth. Yes, sir..
'Embarrassihg? |
Not reall&! ' -
You just took it like a man?

Yeah.

Is it possible that‘this'has happenéd before and since
she, obviously, can't deal with her physically, she
could get.back at her with the police? Does that
sound right? Codld it Be ééssible?” |

I£ COﬁld bé possible, but'in'thiS'case, I don't-think
it was. I thiﬁk’that maybe Ms. Ellis did go over
there to start a fight, but Mr. Jones decided to play
the upper hand and gaiﬁ something from it.

Perhaps, something.

Perhaps.

So, really this case, once again, boils down to the

statements of the victims. Correct?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON'BY MR. SMITH 348
As far as what took place.in the apartment. Yes, sir.
You heard Ms. Bentley state that she met Mr. Jones on
April 13th, a Wednesday, at her friend's, I believe.
Did yéuvhear that?
I did.
And'you also heard that Mr. Jones haé~been over to
their apartment the pre&ious afternoon to scout the
place, to see if Byrd was there. You heard that.
Dian't you?
I'heard‘that'testimony. Yes, sir.
And taking the victim's word for what it is, you
believe théf occurred, both of those situations: Ms.
Bentley meeting Mr. Jones Aprii 13thfat her friend's
house. Right? You believe thét. |
Based on her testimony, yes, sif.
So, you agree. And on the 14th; you believe that Mr.
Jones came tb'their.apartment asking for Byrd.
Yes, §&ir. |

(Mr. Smith<sﬁows doéument to Mr. Campbell)
Mﬁ. SMITH: May I apé?oaéh, Your Hohor?
THE COURT: 'Yes, sir. |
Investigator'Johnson, could you- tell me what that is?
This is a Anderson County'Booking Report from the
Anderson County Detention Center.

And who is it on?
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CROSS EXAMINATIOﬁ OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH - 34 '9
It's on Jamario Quinton Jones. |
Is that the defendant right over there?

It is.

When was Mr. Jones detained, according to this

document ?

-ﬁis date of - initial booking was April 6, 2011 at

18:30 hours.

When was he released?
It says the release time was-April 14, 2011 at'16:04,'

which would have been approximately 4:00 in the

.afternoon.

-. Thank you, sir. - .

MR. SMITH: I would like to introduce this as

Defendant's Exhibit No. 1.

THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. CAMPBELL: No, Your Honor.

. THE COURT: Admitted as Exhibit No. 1.

(Whereupon, a booking report is;admitted‘into evidence

as Defense Exhibit‘No, 1,'without objection)

Q

Q

So, now, we've jﬁst learned that Mr. Jones was in jail
until 4:00 on the afternoon of the 14th. Does that
change any of your thoughts about this case?

As far as what happened on the incident date, no, sir,
it does not.

Not one bit?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 350
No, sir.

. Okay. So, Ms. Benfley, th would you describe Ms.
Bentley's testimonyibased on whaf you've just learned?
Other than what she said on the sténd as far as what
happened on thesé three previbus days, they were not a
part of my investigafion until ATF Agents Stallo and
Gregory were involyed in that.

Was she under oath when you were‘talkingito her -
outside this courtroom? |

When was this? |

I don't know. That's what I'm saying. Whenever you
talked to her before, was she ever under.oath other
than in this couftroom?;

No.

So,/you WOula agreé with me that it's of, the upmost
importance to‘tell the truth in court.

I wéuld. F

And you would agree with me that Mr. Jones éould not
have beenh met at a friend's house on the 13th.
Wouldn't you?

I would égree with that, but I would also agree with
the. fact that people do get dates, as far -as like
that, or dates, wrong. And I'm not saying that's what
happened,. but I would agree with you.

She met him one day, he comes to her house the next
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 35 1
day, and then comes to her house the folloWing day and
so there aré three days there. Was there any queéfion
of that in the testimony?

Baéed on what sﬁe said, no.

And as Qe discussed earlier, the victims are thé only
ones that . are pré?iding information on the gloves, the
money, ‘and what went on in that_apaitment. Isn't ﬁhat

right?

What went on in the apartment. 'Yes, sir.

Do you have any doubt in what Ms.. Bentley. said, now?
No. - Looking ‘back on the case, I don't. I'Still,\just

like T said,ﬂyou'fake pieces of the puzzle and you put

4it-together.

That's pretty big pieces now missing, wouldn't you .
agree?

Not involving the incident date. No, sir.

‘Mr. Johnson, or Investigatof Johnson, ydu earlier told

us that, you had,dealings‘with Jamario Jones, but of
codrse, you stated that you did not tell Ms. Brown
that, "you were going to get him". Right?

That's correct. . I didvhot.

But now that'you've.leérned that he was in jail, if
doesn't push you one bit from your stance that he did
this. Does it?

No, sir. It does not.
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B CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 333
Okay. That's what I'm looking at.
‘Page two of three.
Page_what?
Two’of tﬁree.
Page two 6f three.
Or, down‘at the bottom, actually.
Okay. (LOoké at document) In the report, Ms. Bentley
actually states that she does not séll large amounts
of marijuana, however, she does have marijuana for
personal use.
MR. SMITH: May ; approach, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
Make‘sufe we're looking at Fhe same thing. Could you
do ﬁe a favor and read this right here; (Indicating)
"Bentley said that Ellis had robbedvher.of marijuana,
:approxiﬁately, fouf years’agé. Bentley was delivering.
some marijqana‘toLEllis.‘ Bentley gave the marijuana
té Ellis and Ellis ran off without paying Bentley."
Thét's plenty, sir. Thank you. So; they do have a
past.
They do. -
Ana dealt with drugs, apparentiy.
Apparently so. .'

" Did Ms. Bentley-say that when she was uﬁ on the stand?.

I don't recall, sir. . I really don't.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES




198

10

11

12

13

14

15|

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

B O » O O

L @)

-inconsistencies. 5

CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH 356
It could be inconsistencies. It could be...
Lies?

I'm not going to classify them as lies. It could be

v

Please share with me how it was possible for Ronnie

Bentley to'meet‘Jamario_Jones.on April 13th at her

friend's house. Please share that with us.

I don't know. That was not a part'of my initial part

of the investigation. That came after the fact.

I understand that. So, you cah’t.explain it.

ti

That ~- I can't explain.it. No, sir.-

Do you believe it happened?

Do I believe it?
Yes.
Based. on what you've shown me, 'no,:sir. I don't .

believe it now.

.So, you don't believe Ms. Bentley.-

No, I don't believe that that happehed. I do believe
that the robbery took place.
So, Mr.vJones is going to jail, because that

definitely happened, according to Ms. Bentley.

_No, sir. 1I'm just saying I believe the facts of my

case, what I found in my investigation that proves
that Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis went to that house, based

on bad drug intelligence, and committed an armed
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. SMITH | 358
and the witness statements and things colleéted. Yes,
sir. I do.

Would you agree with mé that there are only two
victims that can talk?

There are two victims that can talk about what :

happéned and there's evidence that leads up to, the

time of, and»then afterwards.

Yop have no fingerprints indicafing that my client
touched énything in that hpuse, of that apaftmént.
No, ‘sir.

fou foqn& no black gloves at all ---

No, sir.

—-- that he allegedly wore. Right?

No, sir. |

You've got him with $202.00, when, allegedly, there
was $350.00 gone. Right?

That's correct.

She said that a phoné was stolen. >Did you find a
phone? -

No,'sir.

Do we know that a phone was stolen?

Yes, we do, because we actually contacted Sprint. She

'said the phone was stolen and then we contacted Sprint

trying to do traces on it to see if we could get GPS

off of it.
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Q 'Héw did that work fof you?
AA Didn't work. |
Q  -Yeah. Where did you find it? You:didn't find it at

all. Did you?

A No, sir.
Q ‘So, Ms. Bentley is still the star witness for you?
A Their information provided at the time and statements

from them, along with others. Yes, sir.
Q -And Ms. Taylor's chipped teeth, you didn't learn of

" that until the pre-lim.

“A . That's cbrrect..

Q . Have you ever had ény teeth prgblems, tooth problems?
A  No, sir. |

Q 7Ha§e‘yog ever been hurt? Do you  know when you've been

hu:t;jinstantly, or do you find out a month later?

A R know when I'm.huft instantly, but i don't complain
about it énd some people do and'some people don't.

Q :Donou belieﬁe that Mr. Jones and Ms. Ellis were in
that residence for a half-hour to an hour?

A I don't -- 1 beiieve they were in the residencé as far.
as the time frame. Here again, it's left up to the
individual's perception;

Q . And the child, you never saw blood on the child?

A- I did not. v '

Q And is it in any of your reports, even?
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF TOMMY JOHNSON BY MR. CAMPBELL 364

Now, when you went to DeAngelo Acker's house. You
were present, you talked to e%erybody there at the
house. Is that right?

Yes, sir. That's correct. >

And did you ever possibly consider that DeAngelo Acker

‘'was involwved?

I had some suspicions at first until, basically, we
sat down and talked and he told me what had occurred

there at the house and that his mother had also told

-me what occurred there.

And based upon that, you didn't bring a warrant out on

Mr. Acker. Did you?

-No, sir. I did not.

Did you héve'any information that Mr. Acker was even
present at Apartments?

No, sir. I did not.

In fact, he told you that Mr. Jones- committed a
robbery..}

He did.

' Now, during the cross examination,  there was a lot of

information brought out about whether or not he had on
gloves or not. When he was arrested, he didn't have
any glovés. Did he?

No, sir.

And the EMS workers didn't say whether or not he had
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talk about this with anybody about this case. Thank you.
(Jury out at 11:47 a.m.) |
THE COURT: All right. Any motions?

MR. SMITH: The defense moves for a Directed Verdict

" based on their lies, to use that term, because there was no

question he was in jail on April 13th .and 14th -and they are

the only eyewitnesses to these alleged crimes, the only

»eyewitnesse;._ I don'tvéare what happened outside that
-apartment, evé;ything derives from inéide that aparfment.
These ladies, obviously, mis—remember; Thefé's no wéy that
AMs.'Bentiey met the defeﬁdant on Wednesday. He was in 5éil

on the 14th when he allegedly came by and knocked on the -

door asking for Byrd. Beyond a reasonable doubt, there's
no way he could have been there. So, they are the only

eyewitnesses ‘and clearly, I don't know what perjury is, but

I don't know what else to say, but she obviously did not

see him on the 14th. She testified she saw him in the
afternoon, 2:00 in the afternoon and that's impossible.
Sc, based on those things,'we'd ask for a directed verdict.

THE COURT: 1I'm going to deny your motion. The issues

.~ have to go to credibility of the witnesses. Credibility is

- a question of fact for the jury to determine based on

evidence presented by the State. The evidence is capable
of more than one inference, especially viewed in the light

most favorable to the State. That's a question for the
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jury to determine. .- That being said, anything else from the
State I need to determine now before we take a lunch break?

MR. CAMPBELL: ' The only thing is Deputy Pridemore.

.Mr. Smith has mentioned that if we hadn't reached him by

twelve, he could leave. . He has to fly out of Atlanta to

~fly to-Oklahoma. It has something to do with a funeral and
I just wanted to know if we were going to release him. 1I'd

-like to clarify. that.

MR. SMITH: May it please the Court, we can release
him now.
THE COURT: Very well, Mr. Smith. He is released.

Soméone,who knows how to communicate with him, just let him

know, please. Anything further from the Defense?

MR. SMITH: Noé, sir.
THE COURT: All right. We'll be in. recess until 1:15

and then we'll resume. Do you think.we'll,-without placing

you under any obligation, do you have an idea, generally,

how many witnesses you may have?
MR. SMITH: It could be zero. It could be eight.
THE COURT: 1I'll ask you at that point, for your
cliént to make a determinaﬁion as to whether or not he
wishes to exercise his Fifth Améndment privileges or
whether he wants ‘to wai%e those and testify. Okay, sir?
MR. SMITH: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. We'll be in recess until 1:15..
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" heard by you or considered by‘YOu in this case, but at the

end of all your deliberations, after weighing all the
évidgncé, whether direct br’éircdmstantiai or a
combination, if you are not convinced of the gullt of the
defendant beyond a reasonable‘doubt you must flnd the
defendant guilty. .I.mean, excuse me, not guilty.

Now, in pe;forming‘your function a% findefs.of fact,
it is eséent;al that‘yqu must aetermiﬁe credibility -of the
witnesseép Yéuvmust'conSiaer whiEh eVidehce you are going
to believe and which evidence you are going :not to belleve
You have a right to disbelieve all or a part of any
witness{ testimony. _You may bglieve all of any witness'
testimony. ' In making thaﬁ decision of the credibility of

witnesses, you may, but you're not required, to take into

account a number of factors and let me give some of‘those

%actors to:you. Was the witness able to hear or’seé or
know the things about which that-witnéss testified, how
well was the witneSS‘able'to‘recall and aescribe those
things about which they testified,'whatlwas the.witness'
manner while testifying, in other words, what was that
Witngss"demeanor. Is there some reason soﬁe witness would
want. to give teétimony that would help or hurt one side or
the other, did the witness have an interest in the outcome
of this casé or any bilas or any prejudice concerning any

party or any matter involved in this case. You may
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Now, in order to establish criminal liability,

.criminal intent is' required. ' For example, the‘mental state

required to be proven'by the State for a particular‘crime
might be ‘purpose, intent, knowledge, recklessness or
criminal negligence; Criminal intent must be proven by the
State beyond a reasonable doubt.' Criminal intent is always
a matter that.must be determined by you, the jury, from the
circumstances‘surrohhding the situation shown to have
existed. LetAme'say that again. -Criminal intent 1is alWayé
a matter that must be determinéd.by you, the jury, from the
circumsfénces surrounding the situation showﬂ to have
existed. Now, there is no way-té prove intent to a

mathematical certainty. There is no way that medical

‘'science can dissect a person's brain to determine what that

person had in mind. So, the law says that criminal intent
may'be inferred from the circumstances shown-to have
existed.

Now, that is how you make a determination of whether
or not the element of intent was present. It is not
necessary to establish intent by direct or positive
eVidencé, but intent may be establishea by inferencelin the
same way as any other fact by taking into consideration the
acts of the parties'and all the facts and circumsténces of
the case. Criminal intent is a mental state, it is a

conscious wrongdoing. It's up to you to determine what the
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to your jury room. At this point, do not begin your
-

to make éure you have it. Buck will bring back a note or
word toryou that you may begin your deliberations when you
cén. At this point,vgo back to your jury room, except Mr.
Cla;k. -Mru_élark<if you would stay right here, pleasé,
sir, but yoﬁ go back tO'Qbur_jury room,lotherwise.
(Jury out‘at‘3;l3 p.m.) .
THE CbURT: All~ri§ht. Let me first thank the.

attorneys, éli~the attorneys for their preparation and hard

work in this case. That makes my life a lot easier when

éverybody is prepared and ready to go. You tried a good

case, both sidés, regardless of how it turns out. With

that being said, would you guys both, or all three of you,

_go through the evidence.and make sure we have all of it.

(Attorneys coﬁplyx Mr. Clark. .(Judge McIntosh dismisses
the altérnate off the record) |

Let me see the attorneys.-'Is_there any reason that we
send the gun back there? I think there is and it's
disabled. I want one of the officers to check it and make
sure it is, whoever is best to make sure it won't shoot
anybody.

MR. CAMPBELL: We removed the bullets.

THE COURT: Right. And the bullets will stay out. 1Is

that okay with you, Mr. Smith?
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MR. SMITH: Yes.
THE COURT: All right. I assume that's -~ it's good?
All right. Thank you. . (Deputy checked the guh and
confirmed it's disabied)' We'relin.recess. If y'all start:

‘to go anywhere, leave your numbers so we can call you.

FIRST QUESTION FROM THE JURY AN
THE COURT: We have a note from the juty. They' want
. to hear the jury charges. I've taken the liberty of just
making a clean copy.. I want y'all to look at them. If
they ask for them, I'll send them back to them. Thag's what
‘ 'I normally‘do if they ask for them. Any objection froﬁ the
State by_ﬁy doing that?. | L
‘:MR; CAMPBELL: 1Is it the whole jury.charge.or just the
actual chargeé? |
THE COURT: It's the wh§le.tﬁing. In fact, thére'éA
case law that says I can;t.send back bits and piéces.
MR. CAMPBELL: Okay. I have no problem with dit.
MR. SMITH: If it'slby‘case law.’ |
THE COURT: Well, that was more geared to me sending
back the statute. 1I've always interpreted it to mean if
i‘m going to let thém look at it, they get the whole thing.
Okay? |
MR. CAMPBELL:,'I'd'rather they go through what you
actually said than try to go through and make it up on

their own.
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THE COURT: Listen, here's the only.difference between

vwhat I told them and what was in the book/ in this, is that

I have one part.that has to do with the fact that there is

- an’ indictment  that they have to, they can't infer guilt

from that. I usually ‘combine that with multiple
indictments and the fact that they have to decide each one

on their own.. I,just put both those in separately. I'm

" glad to let y'all lookrat them right quick if you want.

MR. CAMPBELL: I have no objection, your Honor.
MR. SMITH: No, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. Other than that, I would propose

instead of stopping them,” going ahead and sending them back -

-and telling them to- resume and telling them to go forward.

“Any exceptions from the State?

MR. CAMPBELL: No, Your Honor.-
THE COURT: From the Defense?
..MR. -SMITH: No, sip.

THE COURT: ~All right. (Hands. document fo the

 bailiff)

VERDICT
THE’COURT; I know the lawyers know, butlfegardless of
the verdict, there is not to be any outcry from any other
person in the courtroom,: please.
(Jury in at 4:41 p.m.)
. THE COUﬁT: Madam Forelady, we understand there is a
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verdict. ' Is that correqt?

MS. EDWARDS: Yes.

THE COURT: Is it unanimous?

MS. EDWARDS: Yes. |

THE. COURT: Would you pass it'to the bailiff, please.
(Bailiff -hands documént to the Judge) Would you publish
the verdict, please?

CLERK OF COURT: 'Yes, sir.. The State of South
Carcolina in the county. of Anderson, Court of General
Sessions. The State of South Carolina versus Jémariq
Quinton Jones, defendant.

We have the verdict form. We, the jury, under
- Indictment 2011-GS-04-01211 unanimously find that the
‘defendaﬁt, Jama;io‘Quihton Jones is guilty of burglary in
- the fi;st degree. - N -

We, thé(ﬂury} under,lndictment 2011—GS—04—01210,
unénimously find that the defendant, Jamario Quinton Jénes.,
is guilty of armed robbery.

We, the jury, under Indictment 2011-GS=04-01212,
unanimously find that the defendant, Jamario Quinton Jones
is guilty of posséssion;of a weapon during the commission
of a violent crime, Anderson County, Dated today, signed by
Negar T. Edwards, foreperson.

THE COURT: Madam Foreperson, ladies and gentlemen of

the jury, was that your verdict in the jury room and is
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I'm going ‘to make this a Court's Exhibit

for this file. Mr. Smith, do you have anything you want to

tell me about thi
MR. SMITH:

case, Your Honor.

child. neglect, it
armed robbery was

with based on the

worked out the ca

killed anybody.

s gentleman?

I'1ll spare you the details regarding this
With regard to his prior charges, the
was his éhild is my understanding. The
something we were ready to go to trial
facts in thét mattéf, but we found we

\
se in the manner ‘that would best suit

" everybody. Bottom line, he: didn't hurt anybody, he hasn't

Clearly, it's a victimless crime in our

society. However, the fact that he hasn't hurt anyone

should be taken i

. time he has I hop

manner.
THE COURT:
‘MR. JONES :
THE COURT;
these victims?
MR. JONES;
THE COURT:

having found you

nto consideration. He's a young man. Any

e it will have an effect in a positive

Mr. Jones, what do you have to say?
Nothing, sir.

Do you have anything you want to say to

No, sir.
Mr.. Jamario Quinton Jones, the jury,

guilty by unanimous verdict, under

Indictment 2011-GS5-04-1210, armed robbery, the sentence

will be twenty ye

§16-1-110, there

ars. In addition to that, under

will be -an additional two years to that.
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That will be concurrent with Indictment No. 2011-GS-04-
1211, burglary first. The sentence will be two years plus
an additional two-yéérs under §l€—1—110,‘subsection (Iy(d)
in that a crime was cbmmitted withih 270 days of your‘
.release from'you; YOA sentence. Under Indictment 2011-
1212, poésession of a weapon during & violent crime, the
" sentence is five years, consecutive to both the above
-iﬁdiCtﬁents. Good luck to you; sir.
MR.'CAMPBELL: Yéuf Honor, may I‘aék/ what was thé
Aburgiary?v I didn't catch that.' L
THE COURT: Two. ‘There was twenty plus two, #héy were
concurrentrand I made the weapons consecutive. 'f\
MR. CAMPBELL: I'ﬁ sorry. -I didn't hear you.
" THE COURT: That's oqu. |
FEBRUARY 16, 2012 - RE-SENTENCING HEARING
THE COURT:“'Mr. Jones, can you hear ﬁe?" This is
Lawton McIntosh.  (Video conference)
' MR. JONES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Can .you see me?
MR. dONES: Yes, sir.
THE COQURT: All right. Mr. Campbell, I want you to
4“tell us what's going on, please, sir.
MR. CAMPBELL:‘ May it please the Court, Your Honor; I
had filed a motion fdr the repeat offender act on Mr.

Jones. After the sentencing yesterday,‘I went back and
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reviewed the statute just to double check for my own self,

4

. basically, and while he does technically qualify under the

two,. he was initially éhafged with ;rmed robbery, but he
-pled.to s;r@ng armed robbery. It Qp;ps 6ut that's a Class
D feiény. It can Oniy go iowa}ds C}assesxA, B and‘C, so
I'm asking the Court to remove the two years that was
&énhanced by that. Whep.IAfQund out éftgr'dohbie checking,
I called Mr., Smith_‘la‘st: night and told him Qha_t was going
on!aﬁdn;e wanted to bring it befofe Your Honor tbis
.morning. o |
- THE CCURI:;.VeryAgpéd.- All right. Mr. Smith, délhaVe

anything.th;t you want to add. to tha£, at all?

-MR. SMITH: Not to‘this, sirLT

'THE'COﬁRT: »i.ugderstand{ lAll right. Mr. Jones, I
added two years qnder-S.C. Code §16-1-110-to. your twenty

year sentence. 1 am removing those two years from

Indictment 2011—GS—04-1210,lwhich is the armed robbery )

indictment and Indictment 2011-GS-04-1211, which is the
burglary first degree indictment. The sentence will remain
.twenty years, concurrent, on Indictménts i210 and 1211 and
a five year consecutive sentence for the possession of a
weapon dﬁring the cgmmiséion of a violent crime under
‘Indictment 1212. You)have ten days to appeal this

sentence. Anything further from you, Mr. Smith?

MR. SMITH: Not at this time, sir.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO QUINTON JONES
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THE COURT: This is a motion filed by Mr. Smith in the '

matter of The Sfate of South Caroliﬁa versus Jamario
Quinton Jones. It's a motion for reconsideration of my
prior denial of his motioﬁ forvé‘directed verdict as well
as a motion for a new trial. Mr.‘Smith, I want to heér you
on your motion for reconsidefation~of.my denial of'your
directed verdict moti§n,'please, sir.

~ MR. éMITH:L May it please the Copﬁt:\ Your Honor, it's
our éontention, of céurse, ;hat theuﬁétter‘shouldn't have
reached\thé jury and the reasons for that belief.éfe that
the.Stqte_providéd nothing but suspicion or their opiniQns 
ﬁhich areinot'sufficient-for purpéses éf'providihg the
necessary evidence to get past a directed verdict.

The two péople that witnessed fhe crime gavé perjured:

testimony that was fabricated to creaté the illusion of a

‘crime. Cléarly, the victims could'héve manufactured the

alleged disarray in thg apartment. I never saw any
pictures of the disarray, and so thefefdre, I could not
find whether there were clues that it was manufactured.
The‘Stéte, obviously, admitted they could have done that.
They broke out‘a winaow simply for tﬂé‘purpose of showing
that they were scared. The glleged intruders were gone at
that point. There was no reason. They could have simply
lifted the window up, but they broke it and not only did

they break the window, they then lied about breaking the
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window and tried to hang that on my client, as well.

Their lies were not simply impeaching lies, they were

part and parcel of the crimes that they .alleged my client

had committed.‘ There was no evidencé, whatsoever, that a
céll:phone~was taken, because they_never found a éell
phone. With regard to the drug intel that was offered, the
argg intel cameﬂfrom the,victims themselves who have shown
in;no uncertéin terms that fhey are free of credibility.. 
There was no forénsic,evidencg. Of course, they said
that my client‘héd black gloves on. Theré has never been a

sighting of a black glove. They were two hundred and fifty

yards from the place when they were seen by EMS. _EMS

didn't. see any: black gloves. . Detective Johnson said he did

a thorough search of the ravine which they traveled to get

to EMS and black gloves were not found and so the idea of-
their existence is questibnabie, at best;

The money that was allegedly'takéﬁ was $350.00. My
client héd $202.00 and change. The other co-defendant
pursuant.to Detective Johnson's testimony was that she

didn't have any money, so from 350 to 202, Detective

Johnson admitted, of course, that there was no way that

they could prove that the money he had in his pocket was
from that apartment and theré was no way he could prove
that the money wasn't in his pocket all day.

There was circumstantial evidence, no circumstantial
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evidence that .a robbery was committed based ohithe fact
that there's no way to prove thaf anything was taken and,
of course, one of the elements of robbery is the taking of
something, so there'é‘no proof that there wag a takiﬂg.

With that, there's no proof of intent to commit a crime,

" because there was nothingktaken'aﬁd sb’if'thé robbery is

not committed, then the burglary is gone and if those two
are gone, thén~thevgun isvgone”as well.

The idea that nothing‘was‘taken from the home shows

" that there was no intent, as I said, eliminating violent

crimeé.. The evidence merely raises suspicion of his gﬁilt
and I don’p.qﬁestion'that‘fheré were suspicioué acts on
that particular day. My‘clién£ was afraid'of having a gun
and seeing the police again and Detective Johnson
illustrated:that that fear was 1egi£imate,.based on the
fact that‘he didn't care what the eyewitnesses saw, because
that was irrelevant to him. ‘It was clear thé'crimg,was

committed despite the perjured testimony of the star

" witnesses.

State versus Shirach is the case on point heré. The
suspicion that was raised, while gréat; simply is hét
evidence and based on the lack of evidence and the failure
to prove that there was any takiﬁg or an intentAto take,
it's our belief that a directed verdict would have been the

proper finding at that time.
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THE COURT: All right. I'm.denying your motion for
reconsideration of the directed verdict. At the time, and

still, I felt like there was both direct and substantial

circumstantial evidence of the defendant's guilt in this

~

matter.

Clearly, there was evidence contrary to that in this

-case, as you brought out. It's not the job of the Court at

a directed verdict stage to weigh the evidence, but simply
to look at the existence or non-existence of evidenée:and I
find that there was evidence of each and every element of-
the Erimgs charged, both direct and/or circumstantial,’
especially: viewed in‘the“light most’favorable to the State,
and it was a question for.the'jufy to determine. Okay?
Thaé being done, let's go fo yéuf motion forJé new trial.
MR. SMIfH: Yeé, sir. We respeC%fully-request a new
trial based on a couplé of things. - We have diécovered new
evidence and‘whilefthat new evidence wds discovered-during

trial, it was at a time where nothing could be done about

that.
THE COURT: Did you request a éontinuance at trial?
MR. SMITH: I did not.
THE COURT: Why not?
MR. SMITH: I can't answer that right at this moment,
sir. |

THE COURT: What is, supposedly, this new evidence?
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MR. SMITH: The new evidence is that the victims

" offered perjured testimony and with that in mind and the

lack of pictures and ofherithings.

THE COURT: Hold on. The victims offered perjured
testimony. Specificallyh'tell me what you mean that there'
is new evidénce with regard to that, please?

MR. SMITH: I was unaware that they would offer
perjured.téstimonf.

 THE COUﬁf; Specifically, what are you saying they did
to pe:jﬁre themselves? | & |

~ MR. SMITH: . They lied, saying that ——1

. THE CbURT:‘ I understand what berjured means. What
testimony are*You referring to that constitutes new
evidencg is whép I'ﬁ asking.

- MR. éMITH:; Yes,. sir.  The victim, Bentley, said that

~she mét my client :on Wednesday, April 13, 2011. He was in

jail. And she was at. Yolanda's house and so it was not
just a lie, she offered a story, I mean, gave facts and
names and so. forth. So, that illustrates an ability to

manufacture evidence, such as pulling out drawers and

things of that nature. It's my belief that having a new

trial will allow me to properly discover what other things
might have been manufactured and, as I said ---
THE COURT: ' Hold on. Let me make sure I understand

your argument. You are saying that because the newly
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discovered evidence which consfitutes, which comes from
thistlady saying that he was there on the 11th, testifying
that at trial, -that that may lead to other newly discovered
evidence that has yet to be .discovered?

MR. SMITH: Yes, sir. I mean —

THE COURT: I'm denying that motion based on that. I
also find that you cross examinéd, thorpughlyf these

witnesses as to the inconsistencies in their testimony and

.you were able to bring up the fact that this gentleman was,

allegedly, incarcerated at the time, through other
testimony, and so I'm dénying'that motion. Let's move to
your alternative ﬁotions.

MR. . SMITH: ' As  you know; Your Honor, the State wféhed
to quell my op?ortunity'to go into my defense and my
defense was that two\lesbian ladies had an ongoing issue of
some sort and fought on several occasions. Lesbians are a
part of society. They'are ngt like a chewed up body of al'
child that is offered for inflammatory purposes. Tﬁey'aré
not prior convictions or something 1ike that to illustrate
the character of the defendant. This was absolutely
necessary to my defense. .

THE COURT: ‘Let.me stop you there. We ﬁad,’and this
was put on the record, we had a meeting in chambers with

yourself and the State when this issue was discussed and I

-~ told you that, based on what I was hearing, I felt it would
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probably be exclﬁded under Rule 403 of the Rules of
Evidence, however, because of the Significént charges
involved, I would lét you to attempt to get into it by(way
of an in camera hearingAand I told you that, beforé.ng
were to gét into thaF, I wanted you to let me know and we'd

send- the ju;y out‘and have an in camera hearing. Is that

-not correct?

MR..SMITH: Yes, sir.A

THE COURT: Okay. Did you, at any éime; ask for an in
camera hearing-during‘this;trial? . |

MR. SMITH: T did not.-

THE COURT: Why not?

MR. SMITH: Your Honor, in that same coﬂference room,
you instructed me that shéuld I cross the line, if you
will, that ; Qould see sanétions that I'd _never seen --—-

THE COURT: No, sir. That's not true. During the

“trial in the courtroom, in the presence of the jury, you

started to go into that issue that I told you, you could

not get into'that in front of the jury. I told you I did

~not want you going into this thing about lesbianism or

studs or:any of that mess in the présence of the jury until -
I Qas able to hear it in an in camera hearing and I would
make that determination as to whether or not I'd admit it.
Then, you go forth, right into it, in front of the presence

of the jury. I called you to the bench and I told you in
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9

no uncertain terms that if you do that, I will sanction you
and I would have.

MR. SMITH: I don't know when I brought up -- the lady

- brought up the fact that she was a stud. I didn't brind

-that up.

THE COURT: That came up‘later. You're right. And

~ then after that came into it, then the issue was off the

table, but ét the time, you went diréctly.inté it contrary
to my explicit instrﬁctions to you.

MR. SMIIH: I don't know when that was.

THE COURT: You need to be able to review.the record,
because I checked my notés and checked'ﬁith my law élerk‘s
notéé and thatfé whaf'happened. ‘That's my memory.

MR. SMITH: Well, that's>your word, Your anor. You
cén'tmun—ring the beli. Okay? Andv———

"THE COURT: Well, that's what I was teliing you, that
you can't un-ring‘the bell and"thét I did not want yoﬁ to
briné that dp iﬁ front of the jufyruntil we had an in
camera hearing, which méans, aS‘you well know, outside the
presence>of fhe jury, so I can I'isten to the testimony and
thén your arguments as to‘whether or not it wasn't more
préjudicial than probative and I was never given that
opportunity to maké that decision and also, I cautioned you
that if YOu violated my instructions to you as to the

conduct of that trial, you would be sanctioned and I did do
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that. Qkay, sir?

MR. SMITH: Aﬁd that was done in that conference room
prior to ---

THE COURT: No, sir. It was not.‘

MR. SMITH: It was done the morning.of Tuesday after
my-opening statemeﬁt.v_ |

THE COURT: Mr. Smith, my memory doesn't matter, that

doesn't matter either way, béCause the fact that you failed

to:ésk for an in camer% hearingﬂso wé‘could listen to that
evidence, you Waived éhat‘opportunity, and I am goiﬁg to
find that you &id‘so. 1Okay,vs;£?

MR;‘SMITH: Yes, sir.’

THE C'O-URT: All right. Anything furt};er?

MR. SMITHﬁn.Juét‘one momeﬁt; si;. fLéoks at papers)
In addition! thé State, of-course after denying my ability
to go into that matter, . in their clésiﬁg, the? mocked ﬁy
conspiracy theory regarding going over there just to fight
and by not being able. to develop that, in my.mind, |
érevented me from showing the'jury a piausible explanation
as to why this incident occurred and why they would
fabricatelaﬁd would shoﬁ why they fabricated ﬁhis and, in
fact, lied and iied and lied and without having thaf
plausible explanation fof the jury, the jury had nothing to
grasp onto and, obviously, the State took advaﬁtage of that

and said, "Oh, there's nothing here. Even they didn't make
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this up, there's no reason for them to make this up."

Well, there was a reason for them to make it up and that

was, that lady kept getting beat up and she” was tired of

getting beat up and that was my explanation té you on that
Tuesday as to my case. |

| fHE COURT: Well, two things: By failing to ask for
an in camera hearing SO I‘coula listen to it, you waived
thét opportunity. 'Also, thét issue was brogght up -by fhe
witness ﬁetséif'ana was deived into at that tiﬁe without
objection from fhé State and so, to‘the extent that you
didn't follow my rulings and'prpper procedure, that was a
Qaiver-on your part to an extent. ‘Otherwise, it was |

bfought:up and the jury heard it and so it was already in

‘the record. -Any othef basis for your motion?

MR. SMITH: No, sir.
THE COURT: I'm denying your motion for a new trial.
Thank'yoﬁ, sif.'g

MR. SMITH: Thank you.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO Q. JONES
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
' ' ) - CERTIFICATE
COUNTY OF ANDERSON )

Be it known that I, the undersigned Jo Rice,

Official Court Reporter for the Tenth Judicial Circuit of
the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the
foregoing transcript represents a full ‘and complete
transcript of record of the hearing of the captioned case,
relative to appeal, before the Circuit Court for Anderson
County, South Carolina, -so given on March 7, 2012 to the

© best of my skill and ability;. - .~ : :

<

That I am not related to nor an employee of any
of the parties hereto, nor a relative or employee of any
attorney or counsel employed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcome of this action.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have here unto set my hand
and seal this 17th day of .September, 2012.

¢

< Qs

Jo Rice - -
Official Court Reporter

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS JAMARIO Q. JONES
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| WTRNE" COPMNE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIQNS

-3 ‘ TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

State of South Carolina,

Plantiff, |- o
FOR RECONSIDERATION OF DENIAL

Vvs. ) JF MOTION FOR DIRECTED VERDICT
) AND MOTION FOR A NEW TRIAL
) Warrant Nos: J910005
Jones, Jamario Quinton - ) : J910006 and
) ' J910007
Defendant. )
: )

TO: TEE HONORABLE R. LAWTON MCINT OSH, RAME CAMPBELL AND JOSH
AILEN A'I'I‘ORNEYS FOR THE STATE:

YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned attorney for the -
Defendant will move before the Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, to reconsider his denial of a
Motion fo: Dnected Verdict on February 15, 2012 and, in the alternative, move for a new trial.

- FACTS

That the Defendant was tried by a jury of his peers from February 13* through the 15® in -
Anders_on County on the above-referenced warrants. The jury Afound the Defendant guilty on all
counts. The Court sentenced him to twenty (20) years on a warrant ?fbr Armed Robbery and a
warrant fc»r‘ 1® Degree Burglary, and ran them concurrently. The Court sentenced the Defendant
to five () years for the Possession of a Weapon during the Commission of a Violept Crime,
which is to run consecutively.

The undersigned moved for a Directed Verdict at the close of the State’s case. The.

" Motion was denied. This respectful request for reconsideration follows based on the State’s

~ failure to prove anything more than the suspicions and opinions of law enforcement.
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Alternatively, the undersigned respectfully requests a new trial based on his inability to delve into
his defense with the necessary zeal andfthoroughn&ss due to a fear of reprisal from the Court for

putting fort1 said defense. At the very least, the chilling affect of the Court’s warning inhibited

the undersigned’s ability to zealously advdca;e on behalf of the Defeﬁdant.

Itis undlsputed that the Defendant’s co—defendant in the alleged incident for which he
was med his admitted on multiple occasions and to multiple people that the purpose of the visit
to the aparlment of the alleged victims was to fight one of the inhabitants. According to the
testimony of one of the victims, the co-defendant and the victim are studs This is a term for the
dominant mdmgual ina lesbian relanonshlp. In fact, the co-defendant had assaulted the v1ct1m
before due to an ongoing rift. “She had stated to us in her interview that she had assaulted her
before.” (Cross-examination of Tommy thnson, p. 21).

The alleged crimes occurred m an apartment wherein the only witnesses were the victims.
The victirrs stated that the Defendant had taken $350.00 from them as well as a cell phone.

When the Defendant was arrested, he was found to héve $202.00 and change. The co-

defendant did not have any money at the time of her arrest.. He was not in possessicn of a cell

phone. A cell phone was never found.

No fingerprints of tl;e defendants were identified in the apartment. The v1ct|ms alléged-
that the Defendant was wearing black gloves. The Defendant was not in possession of black
gloves at he time of his arrest. Members of the EMS squad located approp;imately 250 yards
from the :partment did not make note of the Defendant having any gloves. The State’s lead
investigator indicated that despite a thorough review of the area in which the defendants traveled

to get to the EMS building, no gloves were located.
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Victim Bentley stated that she met the Defendant on April 13;,' 2011, at her friend
Yolanda’s touse. She stated that the Defendant came to the apartment on the afternoon of April
14,2011 asicing for “Byrd®. She said that she was not sure if it was around 2:00 pm., but it was
definitely in the afternoon. She stated that “Byrd” was not there. The Defendant was in the
Anderson County Detention Center on April 13%, as well as Apﬁl ‘14“""u>nt'il 4:06 p.ii. *

* Vie:im Taylor said that she sat in the bend of the L-shaped couch in the living roorm,
which gave her:‘a c;lear'\'riewv of ant'one who o;rne to the door.l She stated that she had a clear |
view of the Defendant when he came the first day,‘. or the aﬁernoon of Apnl 14, e'201 l; The
Defendant was incarcerated at that time. |

Tommy Johnson took the statement of Deangelo Acker. Mr. Acker sard that the ,
Defendant came to his home The Defendant often went to his home. Mr Acker smd that the
Defendant told him to put h.lS gun on top of the reﬁ1gerator M. Acker keeps hls gun on the
refngerator The Defendant a.lleged.ly told Mr Acker that “he had ]ust robbed somebody”

) To mmy Johnson left upon gethng the statement and, apparent!y did not pursue any
further mf )rmatron that Mr Acker may have acqmred Mr. Acker drd not provrde when the
robbery oocurred Mr Acker did not provide who was robbed Mr Acker d:d not provide where
the robbery occurred. Mr. Acker did not provrde was taken durmg the robbery The pohee,
‘however, 1id not contact Mr. Acker again followmg his signature to the statement.

| ISSUES |

Should the Court direct a verdict for the Defendant based on the fact that the State merely raised
suspicion of the Defendant’s guilt? -

In the alternative, should the Court grant a new trial based on the Defendant’s inability to use
highly probative evidence in his defense?
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DISCUSSION .
The circuit court should not refuse to grant ‘the directed verdict motion when the
evidence merely raises a suspicion that the accused is guilty. “Suspicion” implies
a belief or opinion as to guilt tased upon facts or circumstances which do not
amount to proof. However, a wial judge is not required to find that the evidence
infers guilt to the exclusion of any other reasonable hypothesis. State v. Cherry,
361 S.C. 588. 606 S.E.2d 475 (2004).
In this case, there were only two eye witnesses to the crimes which a}legedly occurred inside a.
one bedroom ahartment The eye witnesses provided objective perjured testimony. To make
 matters worse, they manufactuned testimony regardmg the events surroundmg the charges to
ensure a ﬁndmg of guilt. “
VlCtlm Bentley stated that she had met the Defendant at her fnend Yolanda’s house on
April 13, 2011. She also stated that the Defendant had been to her apartment on the afternoon of
Apnl 14,2011, Th:s was complete and utter fabncatlon The Defendant was mcareerated.
unm Taylor stated she 100 saw the Defendant on the day before the event. She sald that
she was otf from work She also stated that she could see clearly from her vantage pomt on the
couch and that she saw Mr Jones She also stated that at the time that the defendants entered the
apartment Victim Bentley was talkmg on the phone Wlth her sister. Interesnngly, when Vlcttm
Bentley took the stand following V1ct1_m Taylor, she stated that she had hung up the phone prior
| to the eveat. | | | |
The eye witnesses in thfs matter are absent of credibility. The remmmng State law
enforcement witnesses simply gave there opinion testimony. They admitted that there were no
identifiable prints of the co-defendants in the apartment. They admitted that they niever found the

black gloves that the victims allegedly saw being worn by the Defendant. - They admitted that the
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drawers in the kitchen could have been pulled out by the victims. They admitted that the money
possessed by the Defendant, which was a little over $147.00 short of what was z_;llegedly stolen,
and that the co-defendant didn’t have any money. Most importantly, they admitted that the
testimony cf the alleged victitns was the oniy testimony regarding what went on in the apartment,
or the crimes for which the Defendant has been charged. |
Q. So, really this case, on'ce‘again, boils down to the statements of the victims.
Correct?
A, As far as what took place in the apartment. Yes, sir, (Cross-examination of
Tommy Johnson, p. 22).
Based on the victims’ perjured tesﬁmonj', and the fact that the teetimony in question was directly
‘related to the allegatxons the testimony they prov:ded can only be considered as non-cred:ble
Thus, the cnly rematmng tesumony for the State is that based on speculatlon, conjecture and
~ surmise. Thereis no questlon as to the SllSplClOl.lS ‘behavior of the Defendant. On the same
token, there is no question as to the lack of any d1rect or substantlal circumstantial evidence
which reasonably tends to prove the guilt of the accused or from which guilt may be fairly and
logically deduced. | -

It ‘honld also be noted that the elenaent ofa takmgwas never nroven. 'fhe State agreed
with the fuct that it was unknown 1f the money that the Defendant posseesed when he was
arrested was in his possession prior to the incident. Moreover, the State agreed that the cell
phone that was allegedly stolen was never recovered.

Q. ...not one individual can tell us that the mone)" that he had was not his. Right?
A. That’s correct. (Cross-examination of Tommy Johnson, p. 14). )

.Q. The phone that was allegedly taken, did you ever find that?
A. No, sir. (Cross-examination of Tommy Johnson, p. 15).
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The victims are the only people that saw the items that were allegedly stolen. Therefore, based
on their previous fabricated testimony, it is unknown whether the items existed, or were in the

apartment «t the time of the incident, in the first place. The State is )ﬁab‘l show suspicion, let

- alone guilt. o

In tae alternative to a reconsideration of the denial of the Motion for Directed Verdict, the
Defendant hereby respectfully requests a new trial. - This request is based on the inability to fully

expound on the relauonshxp of the parties and the fact that, wh11e the peljnry exuded by the

victims was oot after dlscovered ev1dence, it was ewdence that l) would probably change the

result 1f the defense had time to prepare for it since it did not come to light mml the mal had

" begun; 2) was dlscovered aﬁer the mal began, 3) the exercise of due dxhgence would not have

been sufficient to dlscover what the victims would say; 4) was material; and 5) was not merely
cumulatxvv or lmpeachmg since the hes were pertment to the facts and cu'cumstancee related to
the alleged offenses. | |

| CONCLUSION

The jury’ sverdlctsmtlnscasecanonlybedescnbedasscary Thecnmmaljusuce

- system is based on the State prowdmg proof beyond a reasonable doubt Instead, what we have

seen in thJS case, isa dJsmlssal of the peqmed testimony of the only eye witnesses to the alleged
crimes. The jury deliberated for approximately thirty (30) minutes once they received the copy of
Fhe jury instrdcﬁons. There Were nine (9) witnesses in tri‘a.l that lasted until lunchtime on the |
m&d day. It is clear that the jury was predispesed to its decision. Tt is the undersigned’s belief
that the jury’s decision was not based on the e'_vidence, but passion, prejudice or another random,

unrelated factor. If proving that the only eye witnesses offered perjured testimony on the events .
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leading up to April 15%, and the events that tok place on April 1 5“', does not cause doubt, there
smmmm%{f |

WHEREFORE, the Defendant respéctfully requests that the Motion for Reconsideration
be granted based on the factors found herein. Alternatively, the Defendant respectfully requests a
a new trial so that he may further explore the issue of .the relationship of the; victims and the co-
defendant that was either quelled, or at the very legst chilled, and the 1ssue of the many varying |

stories of the alleged victims.

DONALD L. SMITH (Bar #: 6699)
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANT
122 N. Main Street '
- Anderson SC 29621 - .
"Telephone: (864) 642-9284
Facsimile:  (364) 642-9285
attorneydonaldsmith@gmail.com

Anderson, South Carolina
February £,/7, 2012.
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ok
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INTHE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF ANDERSON ) CASE NO. 2011-GS-04-01210;
) 2011-GS-04-01211;
‘ ) 2011-GS-04-01212
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ' :
) S
o ) '~ ORDER
VS. )
N : . ) it
JAMARIO QUINTON JONES, ) ‘
. ‘ i)
Defendant. )

This matter is before the Court pursuant to the befendant’s Motion for Réconsid&ation of the
- denial of Defendaht’s Moti(;n for D,irected.Ver‘dict and the Defendai;at’s Motion for a New ’l‘ri'al
" following his February 13, 2012 jury trial. The Defendant was found guilty of armed robbery,
burglary' in the first degree, and ‘.posséssion of‘a wmpén dm'-ing the commission of a violém
crime on February 15,2012, The Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration and Motion for a New

Trial are hereby denied..

SO ORDERED.

. . ‘ | . —q
R Layton McIntosh -V \_/ e £ Ze
. . = mr—
Circujt Court Judge - = Z 3o
Tengh Judicial Circuit we 2 BX
mmMm w
A g;z -0 we
Anderson, Soyth Carolina , 2’? w U
Date: “t6~ o wE ¢ R
Prosecutor ) Defense Counsel '
Rame Campbell , Don Smith
P.O. Box 8002 : 122 N. Main St.
Anderson, SC 29622 Anderson, SC 29621

(864) 260-4046 ' (864) 642-9284
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT *
COUNTY OF Anderson ) -

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on - UL 2 ¢ 231,’ the Grand Jurors of .
Anderson County bresen_t quq‘ their oath: | |

' Weapons / Poss. weapon during violent crime, if not also sen

" That Jamario Quinton Jones, did in Anderson County on or about April 15, 2011, while

committing the crime of Armed Robbery, a crime of violence, have in his possession a firearm, all in
violation of Section 16-23-480, Code of Laws of South Carolina, (1976), as amended. .

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

/&M@W
ASSISTA SOL_I.C!TOR




234 | :

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT
- COUNTY OF Anderson . ) » s
JUL 2 6

At a Court of General Sess:ons convened on

"3" . thei'Grand Jurors of

Anderson C0unty’p,resent upon their oath:

Burglary / Burglary (After June 20, 1985) - First dearée

¢

That Jamano Qumton Jones did in Anderson County on or about Apnl 15, 2011, willfully and

" untawfully enter the dwelhng of Ronni Bentley located at =~ - in Belton, South Carolina,
~ without consentland with th intent to commrt a crimejtherein and/or when, in effecting entry or while in

a the'dwelling or in immediate fiight he or another participant in the crimeéi} armed with a deadly weapon

- or exp!ostve andlorwuses physmal injury to a person who is not a parhcnpant in the crime; and/or uses -
Coof threatens the use of a dangemus instrument; andlor displays whut is or: appears to.be a knife, pistol,
rifle, shotgun machlne gun or other ﬁrearrn ancVor the burglary is committed by a person with a prevrous
. record of two or more convictlons for burglary or housebreaking or a combination of both; andlor the -
enten'ng or remnaining occurs in the nighttime. This is in violation of §16-11-311 of the South Carolina

Code of Laws (1976), as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

Qoape

ASSIST. SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) ~ INDICTMENT
. ' )
COUNTY OF Anderson )

, - ' : ) ' ’
At a Court of General Sessions, convened on UL 2 6 2911 , the Grand Jurors of

Ander/son. County present upon their oath:

Robbery / Armed Robbery, robbery while armed or allegedly armed

That Jamano Quinton Jones did in Anderson County on or about April 15, 2011,
while armed w:th a deadly weapon, to wit: a f‘ rearm, or while allegmg either by action or
words he/she was armed while using a representation of a deadly weapon or any object
- which a person“present duriﬁg the commission of the robbery would reaso'nai;ly b;elievé

 to be a’deadly weapon, t by means of force or intimidation, goods. or monies

~_described as: : pprb’ximat‘ély $350.00 Jn cash from the person or presence of Ronni

Bentley. This is in"violation of §16-11-330(A) of the South Carolina Code of Laws

TR

(1976), as amended. -

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.

Lomel Zangh &

ASSISTANT SOLICITOR
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Anderson County Sheriff
- Anderson County -
Booking Report

MNI: 2464

Booking # 2011002201 - Date: 04/15/2011 Time: 23:49

Narme: JONES JAMARIOQUINTON o '

‘Sex: M Race: BEthmcnty ‘NON-HISPANIC DOB: Age: '2',1_COB:~‘ ANDERSON POB: SC
Address: - : ) ~ANDERSON, SC, 29625

Phones: ‘

Details: Height: .5/ 7" Welght 175 1Bs Build: NORMAL Hair Color: BLACK HaurStyle SHORTFaclaI
Hair: GOATEE Eye Color: BROWN Complean LlGHTGlasses[Contacts N o

lldentlf'ers ‘DL ST: SC SSN_ -FBl: 60871P05 SID SC01730105 SCFBI
Number: 60871PC5 ' : '

Arrested By: JOHNSON : '

' Booked By: JO10 REEDJ . : ) '
Searched By: REEDJ Time: 04115/2011 23: 49 DOYLEJ Tnme 04/15/2011 23:49
Detained At - Time: 04/15/2011 23:49
Warrant: Count: 0 -

Case# Anderson County Sheriff 11 020301

| Charges
Time: 04/15/2011 23: 50 Offenser 16 11-0311 ~79 ~ Burglary / Burglary (After June 20,

1985) - First degree 496 Ref: 201120361 Warrant No.: J910006 Issued By: ACSO - T
- JOHNSON

Court GENERAL SESSIONS - NO BOND ARRA.GNED 6/18/2011 JUDGE COX/CHAU 1110
Time: 04/15/2011 23:50 Offense: 16-11-0330(A) ~ 139 ~ Robbery /-Armed Robbery,
robbery while armed or allegedly armed with a deadly weapon
1879 Ref: 201120361 Warrant No.: .J910005 lIssued By: ACSO - T JOHNSON
Court GENERAL SESSIONS - NO BOND:
Time: 04/16/2011 21:07 Offénse: 16-23-0490'~ 549 ~ Weapons / Poss. weapon during
violent crime, if not also sentenced to life without parole or de
2653 Ref: 201120361 Warrant No.: J910007 Issued By: ACSO - T JOHNSON
Court GENERAL SESSIONS - NO.BOND
Time: 04/27/2011 09:41 Offense: 56-01-0440 ~ 701 ~ Traffic:/ Drlvmg wnthout a license

- 1st offense 2191 warrant No.: 33328F1 Count: 4080972
Court Date: 04/20/2011 00:00 MAGISTRATE SENTENCED TO TIME SERVED & cc SOD.
Disposition: GUILTY Date: 04/20/2011 00:00

Time: 04/27/2011 09:42 Offense: 16-17-0725(C) ~ 1223 ~ Reportl Giving false

information to law enforcement, fire dept. or rescue dept. 1859 warrant

" No.: J899959. Count: 15216
Court Date: 041202011 00:00. MAGISTRATE SENTENCED TO TIME SERVED & CC SOD

12/1/2011 11:42:03 AM



Booking 2011-002201. Report 2 37

Disposition: GUILTY Date: 04/20/2011 00:00

Time: 06/14/2011 15:33. Offense: 63-03-0620 ~ 2442 ~ Contempt / Contempt of Family
Court by adult (civil remedy only) 645 Warrant No.: 10DR042434 Count: 15216
Court Date: 06/14/2011 00:00 FAMILY COURT SENTENCED TO 6 MONTHS

Time: 06/17/2011 18:33 Offense: 00-00-0000 6~ 8963 ~ Violation of YOA Conditional

Release 6924 Ref: 10650400599, 09GS0402389, 10630400598 Warrant
No.: Y04110013 Cotnt: 15216

Court GENERAL SESSIONS AFFIANT:BARKER

.hc')tos/

" Type: FACE
Entered By: JVC BOOKING
Tme 04/16/2011 00'42

Type FACE
Entered By: JVC BOOKING

e::04/16/2011.00:42

Type: TATTOO

Location: TATR ARM
Entered By: JVC BOOKING
Time: 04/16/2011 00:42

Type: TATTCO Type: TATTOO

Location: TAT R ARM Location: TAT L ARM :
Entered By: JVC BOOKING Entered By: JVC BOOKING
Time: 04/16/2011 00:42 Time: 04/16/2011 00:42

Alias:
Alias Name:WALKER, DEVON

Notes:
TOOK SHEET ON 11/7/2011

Next Of Kin:

SPOUSE BROWN, CANDICE
Phones::

Details:

MOTHER JONES, STEPHINIE

127172011 11:42:03 AM
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Phones: 864-338-7901
Details:

Employer:
UNEMPLOYED

School:
ADULT ED.

Questions and Answers:

VISUAL Y.
[MEDICAL QUESTION FORM COMPLETE? Y

Property: | *
OTHER  TAKEN BY ACSO | N on
OTHER CIGS ) o zlﬁAE(/iE IN BAGGY; FOUND IN GR

12/1/2011 11:42:03 AM



Booking 2011002202 Report ' : . 239

Anderson County Shenff

Anderson County
Booking Report

MNII13791

Booking #: 2011-002202 Date: 04/16/2011 Time: 00:35

Name: ELLIS, MELODY SHERRE:L
Sex: F Race: BEthmclty NON-

HISPANIC DOB: Age: 23'COB: ANDERSON POB SOUTH CAROUNA -,
Address: BELTON 8C, 29627 .
. Phones 4

Details; Height: 5' 8" Welght 140 !bs Build: SLIGHT Hair Color: BLACK Hair Style: MED|UM Eye
Color: BROWN.Complexion: MEDIUM Glasseleontacts N

Identifiers: DL: ST: SC SSN: ‘ FBI: 294403J0D0 SID: SC01953514 FBI
Number: 294403JD0 : :

Arrested By: JOHNSONT
Booked By: JO10 REEDJ

" Searched By: VAUGHNT. Time: 04/16/2011 00: 35
Detained Al: : Tirne: 04716/2011 00:35
Warrant: Count: ¢
Case #: Anderson County Sheriff 11- 020361

Réleased Byi J101 PROFFITTB Time: 06/17/2011 12: 41 Dlsp POSTED BOND' Released To ACES HIGH :
BAIL BONDS/ EAGLE EYE - _

Charges

Time: 04/16/2011 00:37 Offense: 16-11-0311 ~ 79 Burglary / Burglary (After June 20,

1985) - First degree 496 Ref: 201120361 Warrant No.; J910003 Issued By: ACSO-T
JOHNSON

Court GENERAL SESSIONS BOND MUST BE SIGNED AT COURTHOUSE

Bond: SURETY W/.ELEC. MONT. $20000.00 ; ,
Time: 04/16/2011 00:37 Offense: 16-11-0330(A) ~ 139 ~ Robb‘ery / Armed Robbery,
robbery while armed or allegedly armed with a deadly weapon
1879 Ref: 201120361 Warrant No.: J910004 Issued By: ACSO .- T JOHNSON.

Court GENERAL SESSIONS BOND MUST BE SIGNED AT-COURTHOUSE.
Bond: SURETY W/ ELEC. MONT. $20000.00

Photos:

12/1/2011 11:43:12 AM
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- Type: FACE
Entered By: JVC BOOKING.

_ 04/16/20

Type: TATTOO

Location: TAT ARM
Entered By: JVC BOOKING
Trme 04/16/2011 00:59

Type FACE

Entered By: JVC BOOK[NG
Time: 04/16/2011.00:59

B

: Notes

USED PHONE DURING BOOKING

, Next Of Kin:
MOTHER ELLIS, TEARAS
Phones:

Details:

Employer:
UNEMPLOYED

Property:

OTHER  2-TAMPONS
OTHER  3-HAIRTIES
CLOTHING1-WHITE T-SHIRT

12/1/2011 11:43:12 AM
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal .
complies to the best of my ability, with the August 13, 2007, order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Interim Guidance Regarding Personal Data Identifiers and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

July 29th, 2013

C;;é’____; ’-

Carmen V. Ganjehsani
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330 ‘

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT



I LIORIGINAL
:,g‘ » “%STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

YR 4
E‘.ﬂ ) i3 IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
2 (V) ,

AL T EIARCE b Appeal from Anderson County
%U | BIEL

R. Lawton MclIntosh, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,
~ RESPONDENT,
V. |
JAMARIO QUINTON JONES,
APPELLANT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE .'

. Icertify that a true copy of the Record on Appeal in the above referenced case has been
served upon Jennifer Ellis Roberts, Esquiré at Rembert Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly Street, -
Room 519, Columbia, SC 29201, and Mr. Jamario Quinton Jones #335879,at Lieber Correctional .
. Institution, PO Box 205 Ridgeville, SC 29472, on thls 29th day of July, 2013.

Brandon Hall :
Administrative Spec1ahst o

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me
this 29th day of July, 2013.

Mowx Messhs=R (L.S)
Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: July 3, 2023.




