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State v. McCoy 4

(On the record, June 21, 2018.)

MR. CORBETT: Concerns about the proposed voir dire from
the Defénse.

THE COURT: Okay. And tell me which ones you --

MR. CORBETT: Judge, the State objects to numbers seven,
eight and nine. |

THE COURT: All right. I’'m not going to ask number
seven, and I'm not going to ask number eight! I never do, and

number nine makes absolutely no sense, “Is any member of the

vjury panel a friend or follower on Facebook, Twitter or any

other social media” --
MR. BRIDGES: No. 1It’s supposed to be --
THE COURT: A friend or follower of who?
MR. BRIDGES: Subposed to be of any of the parties in the
case. |
THE COURT: And I’'1ll always ask‘them if they know abgut,
you know, I’ll ask them a general qﬁestion, well, that,Abut,

but I’m not going to ask'sevenbor eight. I never do. We're

~

not opening that can of worms. Do‘any -~ do you have any

motions?

MR. BRIDGES: Just a Jackson v. Denno I

anticipate.
THE COURT: Okay. Anything else?
MR. BRIDGES: That, maybe the sequestration, standard

sequéstration of witnesses.



10
11
12
13
.14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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THE COURT: Your - do you have any issues with
sequestration?

MR. CORBETT: No, Judge. I do not.

THE COURT: Okay. I assume we got enough jurors. It’s a
five and ten. |

MR. CORBETT: That’s correct, Jﬁdge, and Judge, if I may,
I'm just going to step just to the other side of the door and
make sure a couple of witnesses are in route.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. CORBETTﬁ With regard to the casé the State intends

t
to call this morning it’s the case of State of South Carolina

versus David McCoy. It is indictment 2013-GS-43-1093. Mr.

i

McCoy 1is preseﬁt in the courtroom with his attorney, Jason
Bridges, Jason Corbett on behalf of the State. Your Honor,
understanding that we have not picked a jury yet, if the Court
is so inclined, the issue regarding the Defendant’s statement
would be a matter involving Officer or, excuse me, Deputy
Rodney Ragin. He is present in the courtroom at this time.

THE COURT: Okay. I’'m informed by the clerk that we're
still missing four jurérs. So is this going -- is this going
to be a very long hearing? Can we knock this hearing out
while we’re waiting on those four?

MR. CORBETT: Judge, I believe that this will be one of

the shorter Jackson v. Denno hearings. -

\

THE COURT: Okay. Call your.first witness then.
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Jackson v. Denno T 6

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, the State would call Deputy
Rodney Ragin. |

THE COURT: All right. If you’d come around, please,
sir. ” |

Whereupon,'Rodney Ragin is called to the stand, duly

sworn by the clerk and testified as follows:

\ THE CLERK: Step around, - sir. State your full name and]
spéil your last name for the record, please, sir. |

MR. RAGIN: Rodney Ragin, R-A-G-I-N.

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, if I may, I'm going to hand

Investigator Ragin a copy of‘his incident report. I do not

intend to introduce it at>this time, but more so for the

purposes of refreshing recollection. Do I need to mark this
as a -- for identification?
THE COURT: You intend to -- it’s never going into

evidence? No?
MR. .CORBETT: Judge, I -- at this point I don’t intend to
offer it.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay.

\ EXAMINATION
BY MR. CORBETT:
Q Investigator Ragin, good morning.
A Good morning.
Q Investigator Ragin, a couple of obvious questions, by

/

whom are you employed?
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' ]
A Sumter County Sheriff’s Office.
Q And what is your current duty assignment at the Sheriff’s
Department?
A I'm a*lieutenant, which is a supervisor over patrol
division. ’
Q Now, how long have you been with the Sumter County /

Sheriff’s Department?

A Twenty-one years.

Q Okay. So obviously you were with the Sumter County
Shegiff’s Department on August 5% of 20137

A | Correct. |

Q | Now, do you have any recollection.of being called out to
an arson case on that date? |

A Yes.

Q Okay. - And I’T'going to ask.—- there’s a document there
for purposes of refreshing your recollection. Is that an
incident report that you prepared?

Yes. It is.

And what was the date that you responded? .

The date responded was 8" month, 6 day, 2013, 8-5-2013.
And what wés,the location whefe'you_responded?

B Campbell Court in Sumter, South Carolina.

And. is that -- is that located here in Sumter County?

- o B I o N S S -

Yes. It’s located in south -- southern portion of

Sumter, South Carolina. =~ °°



10
11
12
13
14

15

16"

17
18

19

20

21
22
23
24

25

o P 0O Or o >

Jackson v. Denno < 8

0 Now, whén you responded to the scene the individual
charged in thié case, David McCoy; was he at the scene when
you first responded?

No. .He wasn’t.

Okay. At some point in time was he brought to the scene?
Yes. He was.

Okay. Did you have occasion to speak with him?

Yes. .Briefly, I did.

Okay. If you would, please, tell us but prior to
speaking to him did you provide him with Miranda warnings?

A Yes. I read him his Miranda rights._ I didn’t give him a
written. out one. I read it to him.

Q Okay. So in other words, you were at the scene of the

alleged offense when you spoke with him?

A Yes.

. o o Co
Q Okay. So the Miranda warnings were given to him
verbally.

A .Verbaily.

Q Okay. NQt in an interview room at the sheriff’s
debartment or anything of that nature?

A No;»sir.

Q - Okay. And when you give steone;Miranda warnings is it
something that &ou do from memory or is it a card that you

read off of? How do you do that? |

A It depends. At that point in time it'wasn’t a card. It

c
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Jackson v. Denno . 9

was just off of memory.

Q Okay. And did you advise him of his right to remain
silent? ' ‘ :
A I advised him that he had the right to remain silent,

anything he say can and will be used against him in a court. of
law, he can, can have a, an attorney appointed for him by
state and asked him gquestions at that point in time did he
wish to talk to me.

Q Okay. And was he informed that he did not have ﬁo-talk

to you?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Was he informed that he could not answer your

guestions if he so chose?
A Yes. ‘
0 Okay. Now at the time of your speaking with him was

there anything about his nature that made him seem incompetent

.or unable to answer questions?

A No.

Q Okay. Did he appear to be suffering under any type of
mental defect?

A No, =sir. .

Q All right. Did he appear to be suffering under any type
of intoxication?

A None that I detected.

C . . . .
Q Okay. Now at this point in time he was in custody; 1is
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‘Jackson v. Denno ‘ ‘ 10

that correct?

A Yes. He was, he was detained by another officer who

stopped him because of the description'of the vehicle.

Q Okay. And then he was'transported back .to your location?
A ~Yes.
Q Okay. And subsequent to you reading the Miranda'rights,

did he indicate he was willing to speak?
A  He was willing to speak and even though I read him his

rights he did speak to me.

Q Okay. Did he provide a written statement?

A None that I'm aware of.

Q Okay. So it was a verbal conversation between the two of
you?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And generally, what was the substance of the
conversation between you and Mr. Mchy?

A I, of course, introduced myself. I was in full uniform.

In speaking to him I asked him about the incident that

occurred which setting the fire. He said that he came to the

‘house. He kicked in the door. He admitted to busting in the

door of the';esidence and stated that he lived there, but he
did not set it on fire. |

Q Okay. So he admitted to kickiﬁg in the door but denied
any involvement with the fire.

/

A Yes.
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0 Now, during the course of questioning, did you make ény
type of representations or promises £o him concerning his
chérges, sentencing or anything of .that nature?

A No.

Q Okay. Was he detained for a long period of time prior to
your questioning him? |

A No. When he feturned to the scene itself.

Q Okay. So it was a conversation there at the same time he
came béck?

A Yes.

Q Okay. . Was, was -- QO you remember about how long it was
from the time he returned to the scene till when you spoke
with him? | |

A It couldn’t have been too long because we didn’t - after
I spoke with the individual that was there at the residence
and they told me whét was going on when the officer came back
with him may have been a few minutes and I went to the car and

spoke with him. N

0 Okay. So it was a matter of minutes?

A Yeah. It wasn’t an hour. )

’ . \

0 So he wasn’t held in a location without benefit of sleep,

food, water, anything of that nature?
A No.
Q - Okay. Is there anything. about that brief conversation

you had with him that appeared to be involuntarily or, or



12

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

122

- 23

24

25

o ® O ¥ 0O ¥ o »

Jackson v. Denno ’ . 12

ianluntary or coerced or anything of that nature?
A No. ,

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, that’s all the questions that I
have of this witness. . i

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Bridges.

MR. BRIDGES: vThank you,'Your Honor.

EXAMINATION
Bf MR. BRIDGES: |
Q Good mérning; Officer Ragin.
A Good morning. |
Q I believe you answered Mr. Corbett’s question about this,

but you did not originally detain Mr. McCoy; is that correct?

No. He was brought back by another officer.
And so, was he in -- so he:was in police custody --
Yes.’

-- when he,waé broﬁght to you?

Yes. \

Do you know how long he,wés>in police custody for?
Not per se exact minutes I can’t tell you.

Did, did you get any indication that that officer‘who

detained him originaliy had mirandized him?

A- No. No. I didn’t ask.

0 Was, was Mr. McCoy in restraints when he arrived on scene
there?

A I believe he was.
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Jackson v. Denno - : .- 13
Q So he was --

A He was detained.

0 It was clear that he was detained, he was not free to go

at that point.

A At that point.

Q Was there a.written waiver that was presented to him of
his rights?

A I‘didn’t present one. I'm not sure one preseﬁted or ﬂbt.
Q And on that scene you didn’t have body cameras or désh—
cams at that time. I think back in 2013 I don’t think you

guys had those things.

A I can’t recall at what point we were with, with the
Eameras.

0 Okay. But as far you know, this wasn’t videotaped or
recorded?

A Can’t say, you know, that’s five years ago. I can’t.

Q Did Mr. McCoy give any kind of affirmative recognition of

his rights before he started séeaking to you?

A He, he said that he understood them, and Irasked him was
he willing to spéak and he say yes.

Q ' Okay. And he was detained for an indefinite period of
time before you had that discussion with him?

A It wasn’t too long because it was fresh -- he was seen —-
the description of fhe vehicle was given, talked to him,

-

officers>got out with him and he was brought back to the
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1

scene. So it wasn’t like an hour or a long period of time.

Q And, and you don’t know what, you know, any, any other
law enforcement officers might have said to him before he came
to you? |
A No, Your Honor.

0 Okay. No further questions.

THE COURT: Okay. An?thing further from the State?

MR. CORBETT: Nothing further from the State.

THE COURT: Any other witnesses?

MR. CORBETT: No other witnesses, Your Honor.

MR. BRIDGES: As this is a totality of the circumstances
analysis and it’s whether or not it’s a voluntary statement,
and I have no further questions for Mr,. Ragin. He can step
down. / y

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BRIDGES: +The -- because he was detained by another
officef, it’s unknown if he was mirandized or not, it'’'s
unknown how long he was detained for. Though it seemed like
,proper protocol was followed when he got on scene the other
féctors I don't know what Mr. McCoy knew going into this
situation, and I would respectfully request that his
'stafemenfs on scene are inadmissible because the
involuntariness due to totality of circumstances could not be
known.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you know any other circumstances



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

15
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that- has not been festified to on the stand right now?

MR. BRIDGES: I --

THE COURT: I mean, he said he was in custody. He’d been
picked up by some other officer,after the description had been
given of his vehicle and brought back to the séene. Outside

, .
of that do you know any other circumstancés that happened to
him? |

MR. BRIDGES: No. 'I'd just say we just don’t know what
was said ag that initial, when he was picked up by the initial
officer.

THE COURT: = Okay. Well, I find that based on the
officer’s téstimony he was, in fact, ;n custody which reduired
Miranda warnings, and he -- he said he gave him the Miranda

warnings. ‘I’ve heard nothing to the contrary, that he, you

know, that he appeared to, to answer the questions properly

and not be under the influence and he knowingly and he

knowing}y and voluntarily entered those statements, and I
think it was free and not coerced and I’1ll -- the statement’s
admissible.

Now,,I got all the jury now?

(Clerk and Court confer.) -

THE COURT: Before we start this case, what law do you
all think applies to this case?

MR. BRIDGES: I would say that 2013, the law that was in

effect in 2013.
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THE COURT: Do you all agree.because the law has changed
éince this case. They changed the law in 2016 on a third., So
I’m trying to find out, and how -- based on the little bit I
know .about this case and what he“just testified to it was a
dweliing? So how is it ﬁot second? |

MR. .CORBETT: Judge, bear with me one moment, pleasé.

Judge, and Ifm sorfy, I, I copied out of my 2018 Book.
Bear With me‘one moment, please, Judge.

THE COURT: They changed the law April 21°% of 2016.

MR. CORBETT: Judge, it’s my understanding that the third
degree is because there was no death br bodily injury.

THE COURT: Well, second doesn’t réquire death or bodily

injury. T%at says first, if it’s death or bodily injury,

second’s just a dwelling house.

MR. BRIDGES: Second under the statute book I have says
which results either directly or indirectly in serious bodily
injury to é person is guilty of arson in the secondldegree.

THE COURT: Well, mine doesn’t say anything about injury.
So at.the time 2016 it required injury. The new code does not
require injury.

MR. BRIDGES: That is correct, Your Honor. It’s actually
I made that poinf at the preliminary_hearing, and they said
fhe law had changed at thét point recently.

THE COURT: Okay. So but you all all agree at the time

of this incident the old law.was in effect, the 2010 law?
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MR& CORBETT: That is correct, Judge.

MR. BRIDGES: 1I'm in agreement, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. So all right. Anything? What
about the jufy?

(élerk and Court confer.)

THE COURT: Any reason we can’t bring this jury up and

‘select this jury?-

MR. CORBETT: The State’s ready to proceed, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. |

MR. BRIDGES: The Defense is ready; Your Honor.

(The following takes place in the presence of the jury
panel.)

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Solicifor, you may call your
next case. |

MR. CORBETT: Thank you, Your‘Honor; May it please the
Court?

Your Honor, Jason Corbett on behalf of the State of South
Cérolina.. At this time We wduld call the case of the State

versus David' Jamel McCoy, indictment number 2013-GS-43-1093.

Mr. McCoy is before the Court on a true-billed indictment

alleging arson in the third degree. He is present in the

~courtroom represented by his counsel, Jason Bridges. Your

Honor, if I may I will hand up the original indictment along

with a list of the State’s potential witnesses. ‘

THE COURT: Okay. -

\
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Okay. Ladies and gentlemen, if you’ll give me your

\, N
attention we’re about to begin the case of the State versus

David McCoy. Is there any member of the jury panel connected

by blood or'marriage, close personal friends or social

relations with Mr. McCoy? If' so, please stand. ‘He’s seated
here at this table.

(No response.)

THE COURT: All right. I’m,goiné to read out a list of
potential witnesses in this cése, and I need to know the same
information whether you’re connected by blood or marriage,
close personal friends or social relations with any of these
potential witnesses: Laquetta Baker Bell, Clyde Butler, Tripp
Mays, Rodney Ragin, Joe Powell, Marquis Pair, Brad Ridgill, a
Julian Blair. Any member of the jury‘panel connected by blood
or marriage, -close personal friends or social relations with
any of those potential witnesses? 1If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Okay. Any member of the jury pahel a friend
on social media with any of theApotential witnesses in this
case or the Defendant in this case? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: The attorneys in this case representing the
State are Jason Corbett and representing the Defense is Jason
Bridges. Any member of the jury panei_connected by blood or

marriage, close personal friends, social relations or been

'
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represented by either two of these attorneys? If so, pléase
stand.

(No resppnse.)

THE COURT: This iﬁcident allegedly occurred on or about
August the 5™, 2013. Does any member of the jury panel know
anything about this case at all? If so, please stand.

(No fesponsg.)

THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel formed or

expressed an opinion about any of the matters or issues

involved in this case? 1If so, please stand.

(No response.) |

THE COURT: Any members of the jury panel aware of ény
bias or prejudice you may have toward the State of South
Carolina or this Defendant? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel served on the
Grand Jury here in Sumter County that heard this case? If so,
please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel a contributor or
a member of any grbuﬁ that promotes law.enforcement, victims’
rights, SADD, MADD, CAVC or any other organizations that
support laQ enforcement or the rights of victims in this

state? If so, please stand.

(No response.)
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THE COURT: Any member of thé jury panel due to religious
or moral reasons unable to sit in judgment of your fellow man?
If so, please stand.

(No responée.)

THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel or a member of.
your immediate family employed by law enforcement? If so,
please sfand.

Okay. &And I went through you all.the dther day. - We're
going to do it agéin. Yes, ma’am.

JUROR NUMBER 76: My husband works for the State of South
Carolina. He teaches for the Department of -- Department of
Correctioné, all of the staff members.

THE COURT: Okay.A And give me your number again.

JUROR NUMBER 76: 76. N

THE COURT: And would that affect youf ébility to be fair
and impartial-?

JUROR NUMBER 76: »Absdlutely not. I'm my own person.

THE COURT: Thank ?ou, ma’am. Yes, sir.

JUROR NUMBER 110: Jufor 110. My daughter works for
Richland County with child supportlpayments.

. THE COURT: Okay. Would that affect your ability to be
fair and impartial? S |

JUROR NUMBER 110: Nq, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you.

JUROR NUMBER 114: 114. My sister-in-law works for the
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North Charleston Police Department.

THE CéURTi Okay. And would thét affect your ability to
be fair and impartial?

JUROR NUMBER 114: It will not.

THE COURT: Thank you. Yes, sir.

JUROR NUMBER 39: Juror 39. My-.-nephew is a drug
enforcement officer and detective out of Rocky Mount, North
Carolina. | .

THE COURT: Okay. And would that affect your ability to
be fair and impartial in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 39: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank YOu. -Yes, ma’am. \

JUROR NUMBER 152: 152. My niece works for the Sheriff’s
Department Sex Offender. \

THEACOURTE In the Sumter County Sheriff(s Department?

JUROR NUMBER 152: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. 'And was she a potential witness that I
read out in this case?

JUROR NUMBER 152: No.

THE COURT: Would that affecf your ability.to be fair and
impartial? |

JUROR NUMBER 152: Nb, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma’am. Yes, ma’am.

JUROR NUMBER 158: 158. My sister-in-law she’s a manager

coordinator for probation and parole in Columbia.
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THE COURT: Okay. And would that affect your ability to
pe' fair and impértial? 5 |

-JUROR NUMBER 158: No.

THE COURT:‘ Thank you, ma’am.

Anyone else?

(No response.)

. ) /
THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel, a member of

| your immediate family volunteered your time for any

organizations that supports law enforcement, victims’
advocates or the Solicitor’s Office? If so, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Any member of the jury panel had any special
training in fire causation, prevenfion or any training with a
fire department? If so, please stand. Any -- yes, Ssir.

JUROR NUMBER 16: Juror 16.

L

THE COURT: Okay.

JUROR NUMBER 16: I was a volunteer for Sumter County

Fire Department.

THE COURT: - How long ago?

\JQROR_NUMBER 16: Two years.

THE COURT: Two years ago?

"JUROR NUMBER 16: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And how long were you invoived as a

volunteer?

JUROR NUMBER 16: About a year and a half.
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THE COURT: Okay. Were you working as a volunteer with
Sumter County Fire Department in August of 20137

'JUROR NUMBER 16: No, sir. I don’t believe so.

THE COURT: Okay. Did you in any way respond to a fire
that -- where was the location of this fire, [Jjjjij Campbell.

MR CORBETT: " |l Campbell Court.

THE COURT: Cambbell Court.

JUROR NUMBER 16: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you know anything about that call
at alle

JUROR NUMBER. 16¢{ No, sir. |

THE COURT: All right. And tell me your number.again.

JUROR NUMBER 16: Juror 16.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, sir. Yes, ma’am.

JUROR NUMBER 76: In 1997 I went through a Navy boot camp
and we had to learn how to put out fires to keep the ship
afloat.

THE COURT: Okay. Would that affect your ability to be
fair and impartial in this case? ’

JUROR NUMBER 76: No.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma’am.

Any member of the jury pahel know of any reason
whatsoever they can’t give the State of South Carolina or this
Defendant a fair and impartial trial? If so, please stand.

(No response.) ~
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THE COURT: Any further queétions from the State?
MR. CORBETT: Nothing from the State, Your Honor.
THE COURT: From Defense?
MR. BRIDGES: May I approach, Your Honor?
/ THE COURT: Sure. |
(Whereupbn, a benéh conference is held in the presence
but out of the hearing of the jury panel.)
THE COURT: Okay. Is any member of the jury panel ever
been a victim of an arson? If so, please.
(No response.) ‘
THE COURT: Okay. Any further questions from either
side? | v
MR. CORBETT: Nothing‘frém the Stafe, Your Honor.
MR. BRIDGES: Notﬂing from the Defénse, Yéur Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Madam Clerk, if you’ll give me a
jury. 1It’s five and ten. One alternate going to be enough?
MR. CQRBETT: Yes, Your Honor.
MR. BRIDGES: Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Okay.
ITHE CLERK: May it please the Court, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
THE CLERK: Ladies and gentleﬁen, when I call you
forward, most.of you already know the process because we'’ve

been doing it for the last couple of days, come to the front

and face the back of the courtroom.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jury Selection

.Juror Numbei 39, John Crouse, Crouse.
JUROR NUMBER 39:° Crouse.

THE CLERK: What say_tﬁe State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Pilease excuse this juror.
THE CLERK: " Have a seat back, sir. |
Juror Number‘181, AlphoniafVanburen.
What say the Stlate?

MR. CORBETT: Excuse the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Juror Number 74, Joseph Hines [sic].

JUROR NUMBER 74': Hires.

THE CLERK: Hires.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the_juror; please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Please excuse this juror.
THE CLERK: Have a seat back, sir. |
Juror Number 179, Ryan Tomlin.

What say the State?

* MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?
MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror.
THE CLERK: Have a seat in-the jury box, sir.

Juror Number 104, Jasmine Knight.

25

25
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What say the
MR. CORBETT:
THE CLERK:

MR. BRIDGES:

THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, ma’am.

. Juror Number
What say the
MR. CORBETT:
THE CLERK:
MR. BRIDGES:
THE CLERK:
Juror Number
What say the
MR. CORBETT:
THE CLERK:

MR. BRIDGES:

State?
Present the juror, please.
What say the Defense?

Present the juror.

79, Sean Hoskins.

State?

Present the juror, please.
What say the Defense?

Present the juror.

Have a seat in the jury box, please,

154, Imani.Robinson.

State? g
. Present the juror, please.
What say the-Defénse?

Present the juror.

sir.

26

THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, ma’am.

Juror Number
What say the
MR. CORBETT:
THE CLERK:

What say the
MR. CORBETT:
THE CLERK:

MR. BRIDGES:

153, Daneatrian Robinson.
State? '
Excuse the juror, please.
Juror Number 24, Nicholas Cheek.
Sﬁate?
Present the juror, please.

What say the Defense?

Excuse the juror, please.
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THE CLERK: Juror Number 82, La’torria Hudson.

What say the State?
MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror,

please.

please.

27

THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, ma’am.

Juror Number 122, Tracey McDowell. .

What say the State?
MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror,

please.

please.

THE CLERK: 'Have a seat in the jury box,

" Juror Number 160, Gail Shirar.
What say the State?
MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,
THE CLERK: -What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror.

please.

please,

THE CLERK: Juror Number 35, Lorraine Cousar.

What say the State?
™~

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,

THE CLERK:. What say the Defense?

please.

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Juror Number 13, Lena Berard.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,

please.

ma’ am.

27
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THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the‘jufof, please.

THE CLERK: Have a seat iﬁ the jury box, please, ma’am.

Juror Number 101, Denisé Kirkland.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Juror Number 148, Bambi Reed.

What say the State?

MR; CORBETT: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Juror Number 76, Gina Holainess.

What say:the State? \

MR. CORBETT:.'Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Whét say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror, please.

THE CLERKi Have a seat back in the audience, please,
ma’ am. |

Juror Number 152, Annette Robinson.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror,:please.

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror.

N
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THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, ma’am.

Juror Number 177, Susan Thomas. -

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defenée?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror, please

THE CLERK: Have a seat in thée jury box, pleése, ma’ am.

Juror Number 150, Jose Rivera.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror.

THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, sir.

Juror Number 91, Graylin Jackson.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box, please, sir.

Juror Number 103, Denise Kluesner.

JURO& NUMBER 103: Kluesner.

THE CLERK: What say the‘State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Excuse the juror, please.

4

’-
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THE CLERK: Juror Number 93, Therel Jackson.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: What say the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror, please.
THE CLERK: Have a seat in the jury box,
Juror Number, 80, Daryl Houck.

What say the State?

MR. CORBETT: Present the juror, please..

THE CLERK: What say the Defense?
MR. BRIDGES: Present the juror, please.

THE CLERK: . Have a seat in the jury box,

selection of the jury on behalf of the State?

4

please, sir.

please, sir.

' THE COURT: Are there any matters of law pertaining to

MR. CORBETT: Nothing from the State, Your Honor.

THE COURT: On behalf of Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: Nothing from the Defense, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay..
(Remaining jury panel excused.)
THE COURT: Okay. We’ll swear the jury.

(Jury sworn by the clerk.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, I’m going to basically

give you an overview of

what this case is about and what your

responsibiiities are, and this is not a chafge on the law. I

will charge you at the end of the case the law that you are to
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apply in this case. This Defendant has been indicted for the
crime of arson in the third degree. This indictment is not :
evidence in this case. It’s simply a document that gets us
into court, and he’s entered a plea of not guilty to this |
indictment, and\that places the burden upon the State of South
Carolina to prove the elements of this indictment to you
beyond a reasonable doubt. Your jéb in this case is to listen
to the evidence and determine the facts in this case. My job
is to rule upon the admissibility of that evidence and to give
you the law that you are to apply in this case. It 1is very
important that you pay close attention because if you make a
mistake it is very hafd to correct your mistake. If I make a
mistake at some other time and some other place that will be
reviewed and correcﬁed,‘but it’s important  that you get it
right. So I need each one of you tQ pay élose attention to
the evidence in this case to determine what the facts are in
this casé. |

The evidence is going to come to-you in basically three
forms. First of all through sworn testimony, witnesses will
come forward and sit in that stand right there undér oath and
testify to you as to the facts or things that they’ve observed
and know; The other way that you may receive evidence is
through certain documents, photographs or things that are

introduced by the parties in this case. The third way you may

receive evidence is through stipulations of the parties. 1In
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. some cases some facts aren’t disputed, and so both sides will

stipulate that these facts are not under dispute. That’s how
you’re going to receive the evidence in this case, and your
job is to listen to that evidence and come back with a verdict
based on thatvevidenCé and the law that I am going to give
you.

I'm going to try to stop every hour, hou: and a half to
take a break. I try not to stop in the middle of a witness’s
testimony but sometimes it’s so long that I have to. Having
said that, if at any time'you need a break because I need each
one of you to pay qlose'attention, if you’re uncomfortable for
aﬁy reason at all, you can’t pay attention. So if you need a
break simply raise your hand, we’ll take a break and éome back
if -- and continue witﬁ the testimony. I’m going to tell you
that while you’re sitting on the jury in this case you can’t
talk about it to anybody. You can’t discuss it over lunch.
You can’t talk to any of the parties. You can’t talk to your
family about it. You can’t éven talk among yourselves about
it till. I tell you you can, and I understand that seems
strange that after you’ve heard one or two witnesses and
you’ ve gone back in the jury room during a breakvyou may want
to discuss what that witness said or didn’f say, and the
problem with that is at the end of the case you’re going to
want to defend the opinion you had at the beginning of the

case with your fellow jurors. So I don’t want you to start
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expressing your opinions to each other until you’ve heard all
the evidence in this case, till you’ve heard all tﬁe facts in
this case, as well as the law that I’m going to charge you,
and then and only then will it be proper for you to discuss
the case among yourselves, and you know, we have a great
system of justice that works( and when you do it that way most
of the time the juries get it right. So it’s important that
you follow those instructions. |

You also can}t'do any research outside of the courtroom.
Everything you know about this case you need to learn in this
room. So you cén’t get, you know, overnight or dqring a break
get on the internet and Google anybody or look’up any facts.
That’s not proper. You’ve got -- everything you know has got
to be learned in this courtroom.

Now, in a few minutes the attorneys are going to get ﬁp
and make an opening statement to you. Those opening
statements are not evidence in this case. It is simply

they’ re going to explain to you'what they think this case is

. about and what the evidence is going to show you or not show
S

you in this case.\ After you’ve heard all the evidence the
attorneys will get up and make closing argume;ts to you, and:
they’re going to argue to you what they think the .evidence
showéd'br didn’t show. Then I will charge you on the law that
you are to apply in this case and give you this case to |

decide. So if you pay close attention the attorneys are going
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to make an opening statement, and then we’ll get started with
the evidence. Mr. Solicitor.

MR. CORBETT: Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. My
name is Jason Corbett. I am one of the assistant solicitors
here in Sumter County, and I want to take a few moments now to
talk to you about the case that you are going to hear. Now,

ultimately what you will hear in this case is evidence, and

-evidence comes from the witness stand, witnesses who sit there

and testify to you to events that happened on the night in
question. The evening hours of August’ 5*" of 2013, is there
anything more frightening than a fire in your home? 1Is there
anything more frightening -~

MR. BRIDGES: I have an objection. May I approach?

(Whereupon,‘a bench conference is held in the presencé
but out oﬁ the hearing of the jury.)

MR. CORBETT: Ladies and gentlemen, is there anything
more frightening than a house fire, a house fire, and in this
particular ‘instance Ms. Baker, whp’S'now known as Ms. Bell,
she had been in a relationship with Mf. McCoy, and sometimes
relationships gb sour. Sometimes they go bad. Socmetimes they
‘go siaeways. Whatever term you want to aéply to that,
relationships can be complicated. They can bé‘difficult.'
Occasionally couples argue,'but'there are some acts that are
beyond an argument. There are some acts that are beyond what

couples would normally do. There are some acts -that cross the
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line from being an argument to being a crime.

Now, on those late evening hours'of August 5" Mr. McCoy
goes to the residence of‘Ms. Baker, and I will tell you that I
will get Baker and Bell mixed ﬁp as we go. At the time she
was known és Ms. Baker, now known as Ms. Bell, went to her
residence because things had gone sideways. You know what he

did when he got there? Bang, kicked the door in, forced his

‘way into her residence. Yes. It’s true that he had been

staying there, but he didn’t knock on the door. He didn’t
twist the door handle. He forced his way in, busted his way
into the house, and during the course of that argument, threw
her property about-tﬁe house, perhaps as we would say it down
from where I’m from slung it around tearing up her stuff,
tearing‘it up, but then it became more dangerous bécause Mr.

McCoy went to the kitchen to a pantry type closet and

‘retrieved a bottle of charcoal lighter fluid, lighter fluid,

went to the bedroom, just pou;ed'it on the bedding. Where I
come from I call it a bedspread. I think some'people might
call it a comforter, linené, poured }ighter fluid on her bed
linens and took out é cigarette lighter and set it on fire,
set it on fire in the house; then leaves, leaves the scene and
leaves Ms. Baker there along with a relative whd happened to
be there and the two of them managed to drag it out of the
house to the front yard. VIt’s'étill smoking when the police

get there.



36

"10

11

12

© 13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

Opening Statement by the State : 36

Now, folks, I'm no expert in fires, but I do know just
commonsense teils you that putting lighter fluid in a house
and putting a flame to it is dangerous, and we have a name for
that. The name for that is arson, and arson is a crime.

You know, I think somefimeS'when we come in the
courtroom, all of us have watched television shows, police
shows, wé’ve seen the Law and Ofders and we’ve watched the
CSIs and all of these other shows, and,they engage us and they
draw us in with an houf;long conSpiracy-woven among all these
different characters and parties, and my fear is that when we
come to the courthouse sémeho&‘that may we expéct that this is
an episode of TV, but it’s not: I jokingly tell people if it
were I would be taller and better looking, but this is real
life and sometiﬁ;s our crimes are just crimes of anger.
Sometimes they are crimes of jealousy. Bedding, think about
that for a moment, of all the things that he could have set on
firé, he set on fife the bedding. What does that say to you
about é relationship that’s gone sour?

Ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to ask that you listen to

"the evidence from that witness stand and that when you hear

that evidence you will do something that’s not particularly
pleasant to do, butAsométhing‘that you pave sworn an oath to
do, to well and truly try the facts of the’qase, and the facts
of the case are that David McCoy committed an arson. Thank

YOu.
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THE COURT: VMr. Bridges.

MR. BRIDGES: Thank you; Your Honor. May it please the
Court.

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I’d like to join the
solicitor in thanking you for your service. I know this
probably isn’t even in the top 58/of things_yoﬁ’d want to do
on a day like today, but for my client, Mr. McCoy, and for the
victim and for the State this is a very important day for
them. Iﬁ’s been almost five years since this case.came.about.
Mr. McCoy has been waiting to have his day inicourt since
then, and today he’s going té be able to get his day in court.

Now, in any criminai case, and thelJudge will instruct
you on this later, the State has the burden of proof. The
State has to prove that David MCCoy,actually set this fire
with the intention to damage the house beyond a reasonable
doubt. I don’t have to prove Mr. McCoy’s evidence, I mean,
Mr. McCoy’s innocence. I don’t have to prove that he did or
didn’t do anything. 1It’s the State’s burden to prove that
beyond a reasonable doubt. However, today, and the State’s
story is going to be that David McCoy in the heat of this
argument poured lighter fluid on everything, set the fire.
Now, there’s some, some of that I’m not going to dispute with
the State. I'm not going- to aispute that there wasn’t a fire.
You’re going to see photographs. - You’re going to seé that

clearly was a fire. The question is going to be did David
{
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McCoy set that fire, and I believe once you hear the whole
side of the story there will be plenty of room for reasonable
doubt- about whether or not Mr. quoy was the source of that
fire.

- You’ll hear testimony from the witnesses. You’ll see the

-forensic evidence that was taken there, and I just would urge

you to pay attention to everything and keep in mind throughout
all of this thé State has the_burden of proving David McCoy
set this fire, and I'm confident at‘the eﬁd of this trial they
will not have met that burden and you will not - and you will
find him not guilty of those charges.

Again, I thank you for your patience and your time, and I
look forward to hopefully resolving this by the end of the day

THE COURT: Mr. Solicitor, you may call your first
witness.

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, may counsel and I approach
briefly?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.:

(Whereupon, a bench conference is held in the presence
but out of the hearing of thévjury.)

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, may it pleaée the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. |

MR. CORBETT: The Séate would call Lagquetta Baker Bell to

«

the stand.
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THE COpRT:.*All right. If you’d come éround, please,
ma’am, and place your left hand on the Bible and raise your
right. |

THE CLERK: Put your left hand on the Bible, raise your
right Hénd, staté your name, please, ma’am.

MS. BELL: Laguetta Maisha [spelled phonetically] Bell,
B-E-L-L.

Whereupon, Laguetta Baker Bell is called to the stand,

-duly sworn by the clerk and testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Step around and have a seat, please, ma’am.
State your full name and spell your last name for the record,
please, ma’am.

MS. BELL: Laquetta Maisha [spelled phonetically] Bell,
B-E-L-L.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. CORBETT:

Q Ms. Bell, good morning.

A Good morning.
Q Now, Ms. Bell, I'm going to ask you to speak up and speak

into that microphone for us. Okay?

A Yes, sir.

Q - - I’1ll stand a little further back so you’ll know to talk
loud so everybody can hear you. Now, Ms. Bell, you’ve stated

your name. Are you from the Sumter area?

A Yes, sir.
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Okéy. Lived here all your life?
Yes, sir.
{

Okéy. And do you still live here in Sumter County?

Yes, sir.-

(o o A e

Okay. ~Now, you know the reason we’re here this morning
for the incident back in 2013; is that correct?

A' Yes, sir, |

o) ‘Now, at the time you w'eré living at il Campbell Court;

is that correct?

"A Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. .IsAthat here in Sumter County?

A Yes, sir.

Q And at that time was there a particular individual that

you were seeing?

A As relationship-wise?

Q Yes, ma'am.

A Yes, sir.

Q0  And who was that?

A David McCoy. ,

0 Okay. And do YOu seé Mr. -McCoy here today?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. Ié‘—— can you tell us what color shirt he is
wearing? | ]
A Red.

. . \
Q Okay. Sitting here at the table with his Defense
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counsel? (

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Now, how long had -- at this point in time back in

August of 2013 how long had you known Mr. McCoy?

A Maybe about, about six years.

Q Now, I know that relationshgps can sometimes be
complicated. How, how would you describe your relationship
with Mr. McCoy?. : -

A Like maybe like moré of a friendship kind of
reiationship. ,

Q Now, at any point in thaf August of 2013 time beriod or
before that had Mr. McCoy stayéd at your, resideﬁce? |

A Yes, sir. |

Q  Okay. So the nature of your relationship was such that
he would stay over at your residence?

A Yes, sir.

Q No@, and I'm trying not to get into too much of your

personal life, but within the confines of this relationship is

it fair to séy that the two of you had been intimate?

A " Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Now, at some point in time did the relationship
suffer or have problems?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Tell us about that particularly as it relates to

this August 5°% —- excuse me, August 5™ of 2013 time period.
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A Well, during that time we was dating. He had a
girlfriend and I had a boyfriend. So my boyfriend, he was
incarcerated, and his girlfriend,bl guess she was, you‘know, I
guess a girlfriend, but I guess he told me him and her wasn;t
together. So, me and him we kind of like starfed seeing each
other. Then, you know, he, ﬁe brought some of his belongings
to my house. When I found out he still was sleeping with his
girifriend I told him, you knowﬁ We_was going to go ahead and
just cut it off and still be friends. So he'came to my house,
which my door was locked, and he kick in the back door.

Qv- All right. Well, hold up there for me just a moment.
Allbright. Sé sometime prior to this é&ening_in question you
had decided'that you were gQingﬂto cut it off?

A Yes. | | |

Q‘_ Okay. All right.  Now, I believe that you alluded to
this, but did he have some of his possessions or belongings at
your residence? | \

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Ndw, how would you describe those, clothing,

furniture, what, what would he have had at your house?

‘A He had a couple of pieces of clothes and a stand with a

flat screen TV on it.
Q- Now, do you recall the evening of August 5, 20132
A Yes, sir. - -~

Q Okay. And you were beginning to tell us a-little bit
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about it; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q  Okay. Who was at your residence that evening?

A It was me, my cousin and my five kids.

Q Now, did Mr. McCoy come to your residence that night?

A Yes, sir. '

Q Okay. And I believe you were beginning to describe those
events to us. Tell-us what happened.

A He came there. My door was lock. He kick in the back
door, and once he kick in the door my kids had got in the
truck because we was about to leave. So I guess me and him we
started argu;ng, and i told him, you know, it’s not going to
be a relationship. So =-- )
Q I'm sorry. Let me stop you there one moment. At the

time that the door was kicked in who was in the residence?

A It was me, my cousin and my five kids. v \
Q Okay. Now, at sbme point thereafter did fhe kids -- I

don’t want to put words in your mouth, did they go outside?

A Yes. They Qent outside and got in the truck.

Q Okay. All right. Besides you and Mr. McCoy was anyoné

else in the residence?

A Yes.

Q All right. Who is that?
A My cousin.

0] His name’s Clyde?
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A Clyde Butler.

Q All right. Tell us what happened thereAiﬁ the residence
that evening. |

A It was like a kitchen closet which it was pretty high
because that’s where I usually like leave like the lighter
fluid and stuff like if I’'m Coning on the grill because like
I say I.had five kids, which in.the closet it was like pretty
high. He got the lighter fluid from out the closet and he
began to pour it on, the.comforter that was in the room, in my
bedroom, and.he set it afire, and oﬁce he set it afire --

Q '~ Well, I’'m sorry. iét me stop you there for just a
moment. You indicated that\he forced his way into the
residence; is that correct? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And then the two of you were arguing about the
nature of the'relationship? |

A Yes, sir. | \

0 Okay. Did anything happen prior to the lighter fluid
being brought out?
A My cousin, I don't kndw if -- what it was thrown, but my
cousin head had got like bust on the side of his head because
I guess, you know, hé was trying to stop him.

Q Now, was -- prior to the lighter fluid coming out was

anything else in the house damaged, disheveled or anything of

that nature?
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A No, sir.
Q Okay. All right. -Please continue with telling us what

happened that night.

A The lighter fluid‘Was pour on the bed. Then he, he put a

‘light to it and that’s when me and my cousin we grabbed the

comforter set and we tried to like kind of-roll it up and we
was dragging it out the house so we could have le£ the fire
out.

Q Now, if you know, do you know about how long Mr. McCoy

was there?

\

A I'm thinking about 30 minutes, no more than 30 minutes.
0 Did Mr. McCoy'ever indicate why he was there?
A No

MR.- BRIDGES: Object to hearsay.

THE COURT: Go ahead. Overruled.

Q Did he ever indicate why he was there?
A No, sir.
Q Okay. Help us out. Describe for us what it was like

when he first came in the door and forced his way in. Tell, I
mean, tell us about the tone, the mannerism. What was going
on? )

A I méan, it wasﬁ’t like really a tone,.but you\could have
like basically see like the anger in his face.

0 Where did you say the lighter fluid was?

A It was in the kitchen like a closet.
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Q And where is that -- excuse me, where is that in relation
to the bedroom? |

A The kitchen closet?

Q Yes, ma’am.

A You would had to leave out the kitchen and go down the .
hallway to get in the bedroom.

Q Ms. Bell, I’m going to show you what’s been marked for
identification as State’s Exhibit Number One and it’s a singie
sheet with féur pictures contained,théreon. Can you tell us
what we’re looking at here? |

A In the first picture?

Q Well, yes. Well, yeah, we need to ——vall ;ight. It’s
four bictures. Let’s start at the top left. |

A Okay. Ihat was the kitchen.

Q Okay. And what do we see at -- near the -- at the back
of that photograph? |

A At the back?

Q Yes, ma’am.

A Where you could like see like where like the door was

kick in because the boards was broken. .

Q Okay. And I'm sorry, that’s the top left photograph.

What are we looking at in the top right, and I believe that

one may.be turned sideways.
A Here?

Q Yes, ma’am.
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A The top'right is like where the kitchen closet was like
by the door and the lighter fluid was up in the top part of

the kitchen closet.-

0 Okay. Can you also see the dodr going outside in that
pictureé |
A Yeah. 7
Q All right. Does that picture also show damage?
A Like the board around it was broken.
Q And the bottom left it appears to be a mattress in that
picture?
A Yes, sir. -

0 All right. ' Can you tell us what that is?

A It was the bedroom where my cousin was sleeping.

Q Okay. Aﬂd then also the bottom right picture, I believe
also oriented -- | \

A Here?

Q -- bottom right.
A | Okay. ' Yeah. Just the -- like basically the same picture

where the door, the boarding around the door was broken and
the part of the kitchen closet. /
Q How was thatlboarding‘or, or trim around the door broken?
A When he kicked the back door in. |

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, we’d offer State’s Number One

for identification into evidence.

THE COURT: What says Defense?
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MR. BRIDGES: No objection. |

.THE COURT: All right. 'It’s in without objection.
(State’s Exhibit Number One [Photographs] admitted into
evidence and appropriately marked.5
MR. CORBETT: Judge, if we may have monitor, please.
THE COURT: You got it? Okay. |

BY MR. CORBETT:

© Q ~ Very good. Thank you. -Ms. Bell, are you able to see the

photograph here on your monitor?

A Yes, sir.

) Okay. Now, I’'ve actually turned the sheet a little bit,
the pictures that weré sideways. The‘top left that we're
looking at there, what do you see in that top left picture?
A The top left is where thevback»door wés kick in and
around thé door where the boarding>was break and the top part
of the closet to thé kitchen.

Q Okay. Ma’am,_i%-you would,ip{ease, touch the screen
where the trim around the back door was broken or the boarding
arouﬂd the back door. Right'there? Okay. . And if you would,

please, just touch for us the closet you’re talking about

where the lighter fluid was. .So up there on that shelf?

A Yeah.

Q Was I ablé to take those marks off your screen?

A Yes, sir. \ |

Q All right. Very well. Now, wé’re looking again at the
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top left picture there. Tell us what we’re looking at.
A The back door and basically like the kitchen part and the

trimming where the back door were where it was broken.

Q © Now, I'm going to touch the screen here. Excuse me. Is

this the damage we’re talking about?

A A little. Yeah.
Q Okay.
A A little bit to the left. -
Q And would this be the closet right here? A
A That’s the side of the closet.
Q The side. -
MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, I understand State’s One 1is in
evidence?

THE COURT: Yes.
BY MR. CORBETT:
Q Now, ma’aﬁ, I'm going to show you what’s been marked for
identification as State’s Number Two. If you would please
take a moment and let’s orient fhis. We’ll do it that way.
Top left, do you know what we’re looking at there?
A - The boapding around the door.
Q Okay. And is it obviously damaged in that photograph?
A Yes, sir. |
Q Okay! And I’'m sorry I7ve got it kind of catawampussed on
you. »All right. And if you would please the way I’m holding

it the bdttom_left what are we looking at there?
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The kitchen closet.
. Okay. Is that where the lighter fluid had been?
Yes, sir.
Now, the damage shown in the piCture that you just

{

described to me was that the damagelcaused by Mr. McCoy?
A Yes. To the door. o
Q Okay.

MR. CORBETT: Your Honor, we’d offer this as State’s
Number Two.

TQE COURT: What says the Defense?

MR. BRIDGES: No objection.

THE COURT: 1It’s in without objection. ‘

(Whereupon, State’s Exhibit Number Two [Photographs]
admitted into evidence and appropriately marked.)
BY MR. CbRBETT: |

Q Now, Ms. Bell, the picture that you’ve Jjust identified

there, is that a closer view of the damage to the door?

A Yes, sir.

0 . Now, what ére we loqking_at.in this picture?

A The kitchen closet where the lighter fluid was kept on
that shelf. ‘

Q Now, Ms. Bell, I’m going to show you what’s been marked

for identification as State’s Exhibit Number Three and ask you
to look at that and tell us if you can identify that.

A You want me to start with the first picture right here?
|
|
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Q Yes, ma’am. The top left will be fine.
A The first picture is my room. The bottom picture is the

hallway. Going back up is §art.of the hallway; and the boftom
picture is like coming from the hallway to the living room.
Q The hallway to the living room. Okay.

THE COURT: And that’s State’s Exhibit Three?

MR. CORBETT: Yes, sir. That’s State’s Exhibit Three. -
Your Honor, we’d offer it into evidence.

THE COURT: Any, any objection?

MR. BRIDGES: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: How many more‘photographs you gof Peside that
one that you intena to put in?

MR. CORBETT: Judge, it’s probably about eightmere.

THE COURT: You got any objection to any of them?

MR.‘BRIDGES: No, sir.

- THE COURT: All right. They’fe all in without objection.

—~

"We can speed this up a little bit.

i 'MR. CORBETT: Very well.
THE COURT: Okay.
(State’s.Exhibit‘Number Three [Photographs] admitted into
evidence and appropriately marked.) | |
BY MR. CORBETT:
Q Now, Ms.'Bell( I know it’s a little bit unclear on my

monitor, but can you 'tell us what this picture here is?

A My bedroom.
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Q Okay. Now, is that where the fire started?

A Yes, sir.

Q And I'm going to move to -- this picture, what are we

looking at here?

A The hallway.

Q What are we looking at in this piéture?

A Part of the hallway and part of_tﬁe‘hallway and living
room. | |

Q Okay. Where. the hallway and the living room come
together? \

A Where -- basically you can like where the living room,
the living room and tﬁe héllway is like -- was like right, you
ﬂknow, nothing wgsn't‘blbcking if'off.

Q Very well. ©Now, Ms. Bell, I'm going to show you what’s
been marked as State’s Number Fo&r and ask if yéu can identify -
that.

A The first picture is, I guess, like where he had his game

system where the cords and everything was at.

Q

A
Q
A

And what room would that have been in?
In my bedroom.
Okay.

The bottom part of the picture is the comforter that was

sét on fire, and the top part is basically like the bedroom

like:

. \ '
with the cords and everything and the bottom part the

basket and the cords.
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{

MR. CORBETT: And Yqur Honor, my understanding is this is
in without objection? '

THE COURT: That's correct.

(State’s Exhibit Number Four [Photographs] admitted into
evidence and appropriately marked.)
BY MR. CORBETT:
o) Ma’am,‘the picture of the comforter here, was that the
comforter that_was taken outside? |
A Yess sir.
Q Okay. Was it brought back into’ the hguse?
A No, sir. A
Q All right. So that picture’s taken outside?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And then these other pictures just give some views
of the bedroom?
A Yeah. BAnd I guess like when the fire had started I guess

like some of the wire must be had burned to like the games

system or whatever it was he had.

Q R And ma’am, on this bottom right picture are those the
wires and cords you were referring to? S

A Yes, sir.

0 Okay. And it looks like to be some discoloration there .

-~

arQund the cords; is that correct?
A Yés, sir.

0] What caused that?
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A The fire.

Q Now, Ms. Bell, I’m going to show you what’s beeﬁ marked
for identification as State’s Number Five and ask if you look
at these four photdgraphs if you can identify those, and I
understand that one of them that did not come out very clear.
A The first photo is the comforter that we took outsidé
that was burnt.' The bottom picture is the part of the front
door where the lighter fluid, I guess, when they took pictures
of. the lighteL fluid. The top part if you turn it this way is

the part of the living room; and the last part I can bafely

see it. ‘
0 Is that one too dark to make out?
A Yeah.

Q Okay. Very well. Let’s talk about the three. Now, Ms.
Bell, let me ask you here, is this the comforter that was on

-— had been on fire?

A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. Now, the white object in the picture, what is
that? | |
A It was the chair.
| Q Okay. Was it already outside?
A Yes.. It was ou£side.
Q Okay. So When you.al; were able to drag it outside you

dropped the comforter near the chair?

A Yes:
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Q Okay. 1Is fhat, is that how the chair was damaged?

A Yes, sir.

Q The fire from the comforter?

A Yes, sir. ?

Q Okay. So that’s the comforter that had been in your
room; 1s that correct?

A Yes, sir. |

Q Okay. And it was Sét on fire in your bedroom?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, the picture at the bottom right, is that the can of

lighter fluid that was in your house?

A
Q
A

Q

Yes, sir.
Okay. Did you place it where it sits in the picture?

No, sir.

.All right. Who was the last person that you saw with

possession of that container of lighter fluid?

A

David. McCoy.

(Whereupon, State’s Exhibit Number Five [Photographs]

admitted into evidence and appropriately marked.)

Q

Ma’am, I'm going to show you what’s been marked as

State’s Number Six and ask if you can identify this.

A

Q

A

I'm going to start on this side.
Yes, ma’am. That’s fine.

Okay. The top picture is, I guess, it was my bedroom

where the stand and the TV were. I guess he flip over and he

}
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break because he broke his TV. The bottom part --

THE COURT: Put it on.—— wait a minute -- put it on the
screen where we won’t have to do this twice. It’s already in
evidence. She doesp’t have to identify it.

MR. CORBETT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And then she can describe it on the screen

'vwherefthe jﬁry can see what we're talking about.

BY MR. CORBETT:

Q Ma’am, are you able to see that on the monitor?

A  Yes.

Q Okay. What were you describing to us in this picture?
A The TV that was on the stand that he turned over and
broke.

Q " Now, did you personally observe that?

A Yes. I was in the bedroom.

Q Okay. Why did he turn over the TV if you know?

A It was his TV. I guess he didn’t want me to keep it.

(State’s Exhibit Number Six and Seven [Photographs]
admitted into evidence and appropriately marked.)
Q Now, Ms. Baker, I'm going to'show you‘what’s been marked
or which has been admitted into evidence as State’s Exhibit
Number Nine -- I'm sorry —-- State’s Number Seven. Are you
able from the monitor to tell us about this picture, this top
right one?

A That’s the front of the house where -- that’s the one?
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‘Ma’am?

Q

A This one?
0 Yes, ma’am.
A

Right here. Okay. Yeah. That was the front of my

house.
Q Okay. And I'm going to touch the screen té make a mark
on it.\
A. Okay.
Q Tell us what’s going on right here.
A That was the chair and the comforter set that was on
fire. ' .
Okay. Is that where you drug it out to?
' Yes.
Okay. And this is %asically appears to be\very similar?
The same thing.
And that’s just the picture from a little further back?
Yes. ‘
Ms. Bell, I apologize for the silliness of this question,

but at no time did yQu‘give consent or pérmission for Mr.

McCoy to set afire your residence; is that correct?

'A No, sir.

Q You never did that?

A  No, sir.

Q I want to back