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motion was actually filed in October of 2010 and there was
a hearing before Judge Maddox on January 4, 2011.

THE COURT: Has he ruled on that motion?

MR. ANDERSON: On the speedy trial motion? No, sir,
Your Honor. There's no ---

THE COURT: What was the hearing for?

MS. REEVES: Well, it was to be for a speedy trial
motion, Judge, but at that time the DeféndantArelieved Mr.
Potter of his representation.

THE COURT: That was in October of 20107

MS. REEVES: The motion was filed in October of 2010.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. AN@ERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. Also, we have a
motion in limine as to one of the pistols that's involved
in this case.

THE COURT: One of what, please?

MR. ANDERSON: Thefé are multiple guns that were
recovered in this case and there is one specific gun that
was actually recovered at a later time. So, we would have
é motion to exClude:thaf particﬁlar pistol.

' THE COURT: Okay. What else, please?

MR. ANDERSON: We also have a motion in limineA;sking
the Court to instruct the Prosecution and any witnesses not
to mention that Mr. Laureano has a prior record for a CDV

from 2010, I believe.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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THE COURT: Is that a simple CDV?

MR. ANDERSON: CDV, first, yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And when is it?

MR. ANDERSON: 2010. I believe October of 2010. I
can get that date for you.

MS. REEVES: Judge, I have a copy of his certified
conviction and I'm, of course, not planning on introducing
that. He has a prior CDV charge as well as two assault and
battery convictions and, of course, unless he takés the

stand or opens the door, I wasn't planning on introducing

it.

THE COURT: Well, as far as that motion then, I'm
going to grant the motion with regard to the prior record.
Obviously, should the defendant take the stand, there may
be some issue then. Also, if they open the dodr, there may
be some issue then.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. What are the other motions?

MR. ANDERSON: Just a second, Your Honor. (Speaks to
the defendant.) I think that will be all for the Defense
at this time, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Are there any motions directed to
jury selection, from the State?

MS. REEVES: No, sir.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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THE COURT: All right. Ladies and Gentlemen, cén you
hear me okay? Very good. If you can't, during this trial
if you cannot hear something, raise your hand, don't biurt
out, but raise your hand and wé'll make sure that we get it
such that you do.

Let me go over a few things with you. I don't know if

. any of you have ever been involved with the criminal

justice system before, either as a litigant, a witness or

whatever, but I suspect that each and every one of you have

- watched what purports to be a criminal trial on T.V. or in

the movies. Let me Quickly dispel you, what you're about
to see is not entertainment. Trials are not done in five
minute vignettes. Trials are very slow, they are very
methodical and Qery deliberate. They are a fundamental ¢
part of our democracy which each citizen defives the
benefit from. They are a search for the truth to try to
make sure that justice is done. Whaf that simply means is,
at times you may feel like pulling your-hair, potentially,
but that's the way this system works.

, These attorneys on both sides are professionals. I
have been aroundlthem,for years and.vae known them for a'

long time. They are very good attorneys and théy'are

-advocates for their clients. In addition to being good

attorneys, they have an ocath that they take to zealously

represent their clients in each and every case, but at the

" THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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same time, they are officers of the court. What that'
simply means is, you can expect the attorneys here today to
be professional, to be competent and to be ethical in their
dealings with one anofher, with me and with any witnesses
here in this courtroom.

Now, you've just taken an oath in which you say that
you will be fair and impartial to both sides of this case
and that you will listen and truly try the evidence and
that means that these attorneys and the parties and
witnesses and all parties involved have a right to expect
of you that you will be fair, that you will be impartial
and that you will be ethical in your dealings in this
matter.

Now, what I'm telling you now is not the charge on the
law. I will give you the law that you must apply to the
facts of the case as you find them at the end of this case.
I just want to go over a few things with you so you know,
generally, what the process is going to be and understand
some of the standards that you will be applying as Jjurors
in this case.

Now, first, there's been about eight or nine that have

“asked to take notes. Some judges will not let jurors take

notes. I find that it's up to the juror whether or not
they do want to take notes and you're certainly free to do

so, but let me give you a word of caution. One of the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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functions that you do as jurors, the main function, is to
find facts. A part of that; function means you will judge
the crédibility of the evidenge and testimony here in this
éourtroom. In doing so, if you are busily engaged looking
at your notepad and you're not paying attention to the
witness' demeanor or their reactions on the stand, you may
miss something that is vital in making a determination of
their demeanor in this trial and so I caution you to not
get .s0. engaged ih your note taking that you miss what's
happening up here.

In addition, just because one jurdr's notepad may say
one thing and another juror's memory'may say another, the
notepad doesn't trump, it's not a spade card. Those are
equally as fair when you get back in your deliberations and
you begin your debates and discussions about how you'are
going to find facts and both are just as good. Some people
are better note takers and some people are better |
listeners, so keep that in mind.

As 1 told you, the Defendant in this casé has been
indicted for criminal domestic violence of a high and
aggravated nature. First, I told you earlier, and if I
didn't, the fact that the.Defendant has been indicted and
charged is not evidence of guilt. It does not raise an
inference of guilt nor does it raise any presumption of

guilt. This document is simply the charging mechanism by

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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which the State of South Carolina brings é defendant such
as this one before a jury such as yourselves for a
determination of guilt or innocence. 1In fact, the
Defendant in this case has said, "I am not guilty". That
places the burden on the State of South Carolina to prove
each and every element of the charge against him beyond a
reasonable doubt.

Now, it will be up to you at the end of this case
whether or not South Carolina or these prosecutors have met
that burden, but let me give you a brief description of
what reasonable doubt is. A reasonable doubt is the kind
of doubt that would cause a reasonable person to hesitate
to act. The State has the burden of proving the Defendant
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Some of you may have
served as jurors in civil cases where you were told it was
iny necessary to prove that a fact was more likely true
than not or what is known as by the greater weight of the
evidence. 1In criminal cases the State's burden of proof is
more powerful than that. It is beyond a reasonable doubt.

Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves
you firmly convinced of the Defendant's guilt. Now, that
being said, there are very few things in this life that we
know with absolute certainty and in criminal cases,
absolute certainty is not require, nor is proof that

overcomes every reasonable doubt. I will give you further

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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and a more detailed charge on reasonable doubt at the end
of this case, but I wanted you to keep that in mind as you
sit here and listen to the evidence during the course of
this trial because you are what we in the vernacular of the
law say, you are the finders of the facts. You are fhe
sole judges of the facts. I can't tell you what the facts
are. The State nor the Défense can tell you what the facts
in this case are. That will be solely. for you, the jury,
to determine and to give whatever evidence submitted in
this case, whatever inference or conclusion that you want
them to have.

Now, that being said, if I do anything throughout the
course of this trial that would seem to indicate anything
to you that I have a feeling one way or the other about how
you are to.find facts, I'm going to ask you and I'm going
to instruct you to disreéard that. I can assure yod that I
have no feeling about it. Our State Constitution does not
allow any trial judge to have an opinion on the facts. My
job is to serve as an instructor on the law for you, the
jury, and to act something akin to a‘referee‘to make sure
the process is followed and that both sides receive a fair
and impartial trial.

Now, that being said, you will determine the facts in
this case from what you hear in this courtroom. In other

words, from the testimony from that witness stand that is

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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sworn and from the evidence that is received into evidence
by way of exhibits. You are not to be influenced by any
outside opinions or comments or things that you see while
court is not in session. If you do that and pay attention
to the evidence here in this courtroom, then you will be
able to make your findings of fact at the end of the case.

Now, the law that makes you the finders of the facts
makes me the instructor of the law. At the end of this
case, I am going to charge you on the law that you must
apply. To the law that I give to you, you can apply the
facts as you find them. You may get back there and say, "I
don't like this law. I think it should be different. I
think it should be changed.” This is not the time and the
place and it would be improper for anyone on the jury to
attempt to modify the law as I give it to ybu. You must
accept the law as I give it to you. I can't invade your
province and you can't invade mine. I will give you the
law as it is appropriately applied.

Now, as I hinted on earlier, do not at any time before
I give you explicit instructions, begin deliberating this
case. That simply means, during breaks, don't sit around
saying, "I thought so and so ‘said this," or start talking
about thé testimony or even, God forbid, that you think
someone didn't do this. That would be improper. You need

to listen to all the evidence and let me charge you on the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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law and send you a note saying it is time to start your
deliberations before you begin to do that and the reason

being, we don't want you making any premature decisions

- before you have a change'to hear all the facts, all the

testimony, and hear the law that you. must apply.
Also, our Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme

Court, Jean Toal, has instructed all us trial level judges

‘to instruct jurors that they're not to engage in any third

party or independent research. What that simply means is
this: You are not to look up anything about anybody here
in the courtroom, lawyers, parties, court officials. 1If
you hear terms talked about in testimony or you think of an
issue that you think wouldvbe helpful, you are not to look
it up on the internet. The reason‘being( again, we want
your decision based solely on the evidence and testimony
that's presented to you in this courtroom uninfluenced by
outside in%luences.

Now, during breaks in this case when you go home in
the evening -- I'm married, I'm sure if I were on a jury,
my wife would ask me, "Well, what's the case about? Just
tell your spouse, your significant other or any friends you
may have, "I'1l talk to you after the case is over,"
because inevitably, if you begin any discussions ebout the
case, you will gef into the merits in the discussions.

Don't do that. 1If it happens to come out in the paper, in

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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the news, on the radio, just don't listen to it, read it,
or pay it any attention until after the case is over with.

Also, as I pointed out to you in the crowd earlier, if
you bump into any of these attorneys or parties or any
witnesses, it's okay to nod your head. Do not engage them
in any conversation. They will not engage you in any
conversation. The reason being, we don't want anyone
believing there is any ex parte communications between
anyone involved in this case.

Now, in every single case tried in this courtroom
there are five phases. You have the opening statement, you
have the presentation of evidence, you have the closing
arguments of the attorneys, you have my instruction on the
law, then you have the deliberations. I tell you those
phases so that at any given point, you have a general idea
about what this case is about and where you are in this
case.

In just a second, the Solicitor is going to stand up
and give you her version of what the case is about in what .
is known as an opening statement. I remind you and I'll
remind you again, what the attorneys state in this case, in
their closing, opening, and at other times, is not
evidence. It is designed to help you interpret what's
going on, to help you understand what's going on, but it is

not sworn testimony and it is not evidence. Also, the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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attorney for the Defense may, but is not required to, give
you an opening statement. Again, what he may tell you‘is
not evidence, it is not sworn, but it is, again, designed
to help you understand what this case is all about.

Before we get into any opening statements, however,
I'm going to ask you to go back for a very brief moment.
You won't really even have a chance to sit down, to see if
I've overlooked to say sométhing or neglected to séy
something I should have or said socmething wrong. So, Madam
Forelady, if you would take the jury back to the jury room
for just a second, please. .

(Jury out at 1:47 p.m.})

THE COURT: Any additions or exceptions from the
State?

MS. REEVES: No, sir

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. ANDERSON: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COQRT: 6kay. Are you ready to proceed or do you
need a break before we go?

MS. REEVES: No, sir, I just need to. grab a tissue.
If I can do that, I'll be ready.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Do you need a break or are
you ready to go?

MR. ANDERSON: 1I'm ready, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Let's bring them back, Mr.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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Frasier.
(Jury in at 1:51 p.m.)

THE COURT: Before we get started, Madam Forelady, let
me make sure that, I don't think I made this clear to you.
If T call for you to come out and you are not ready, just
send word you need a few more minutes. Also, as you will
see through the day, I drink water up here. If any of you
want water, it is more than fine for you to have it in
here. 1It's only fair. 1If I can have it, you can have it.
Okay? That being said, are you ready for opening
statements?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Very good.

MS. REEVES: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

OPENING STATEMENT BY MS. REEVES

Ladies and Gentlemen, having a loaded gun pointed at
you with that person threatening to kill you, that would
scare anyone to death, and that is what happened to the
victim in this case. We-are here today because this
defendant, William Laureano, did just that to his wife. He
pointed a loaded gun at her and threatened to kill her.

As the Judge told you, it is my job to prove the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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elements of this crime béyond a reasonable doubt. The
State possesses the burden of proof in this case.. The
charge is criminal domestic violence of a high and
aggravated nature and what that means, and the Judge will
tell you at the end of this case, but briefly, what that
means is that the Defendant committed an assault or a
threat with or without an accompanied battery and battery
is an unwanted touch or a hit. So, with or without that
battery, which would reasonably cause a person to fear
imminent, serious, bodily injury or death and that crime
was committed against a household member or their spouse,
thei: wife.

The Defendant in this case committed this crime, as I
said, against his wife, Miriam Laureano. Today, you will
hear that the Defendant committed this crime of criminal
domestic violence of a high aﬁd aggravated nature through
his wife and their daughter and the deputies and
investigators that responded to the scene.

Briefly, an overview of this case, you will hear in
detail from them, but from me, I will teli you, briefly,

that this incident occurred on February 2, 2010 at their

home at | N i~ Eosley and that is in

Anderson County. On that day in their home, you will hear

how the victim and the Defendant had an ongoing argument

that took place at their home in their bedroom. During

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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that argument, the Defendant took out a loaded .357 Magnum
Revolver, pointed it at the victim and told her that he
would kill her, their daughter, and any law enforcement
that came fo the house. As soon as she was able, she left.
She hid behind a church with her daughter and her two
grandchildren and wéited for the police to arrive. You
will hear from the deputies that when they responded to the
house, that the door was partly open and a light was on.
When they knocked on the door trying to get the defendant
to come out, the door was shut and the light was turned
off. This resulted in a six hour stand-off. The
negotiators came in and tried to talk to the Defendant,
tried to get him out of the house peacefully, which he did
eventually surrender.

After hearing this evidence and after hearing from the
victim that this is what the Defendant did to her, pointed
a loaded gun at her and. threatened her, I will ask that you
find this Defendant guilty of criminal domestic violence of
a high and aggravatéd nature.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please
the Court.

OPENING STATEMENT - MR. ANDERSON

Good afternoon, everybody. Again, my name is Chuck

Anderson, and I'm a lawyer here in Anderson. I've been

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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doing this for sixteen years now. It seems like a long
time.

) My client is sitting there, William Laureano, who you
can see. First, I want to tell you‘I‘m happy that you're
here. I know that most of you are probably not happy that
ydu'are here, except for our fine alternate, who seemed
excited to be here and so I give him credit for enthusiasm,
but without you we could not have a justice system. So,
I'm happy you're here although it takes out of your busy
lives, we all have things to do. I have two little
children. 1I'm very busy, but we need you. We want you to
listén to the case and give the prosecution your full
attention. They will tell you what they think Mr. Laureano
did wrong and, you know, it's your job to determine what
happened.

Now, what we are going to tell you is, obviously, -
different than what they will say or we wouldn't be
standing here. Our position is, this did not happen. This
is a case that, as a lawyer, it's kind of easy to handle,
because there's not going to be any evidence. Allvyou'fe'
going to hear is Ms. Laufeéno tell you, "He threatened me
with a gun." You'll hear‘her‘dauéhter come alongrand back
her up. There's not going to be a video. There‘; not
someone going to be standing there that made a video of

some big fight, someone standing there,with.a’guh,
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something like you might see on T.V. We're not going to
have DNA or fingérprints. We aren't going to have a bunch
of police officers come in here and say they saw all this
stuff, you know, and made this big arrest. They weren't
there. They didn't see it. There were only four adults in
that house on this particular day: Mr. Laureano, Mrs.
Laureano, their daughter Rachel and their son Killian.
You'll hear from everybody and Mr. Laureano and their son
Killian is going to tell you there was no fight, nothing
occurred, he didn't point a gun at anybody, there was no
shouting, there's no fighting, there's no marks. You're
not going to see any pictures. The police officers are
going to come up here. They don't have pictures with marks
on Ms. Laureano. There are no injuries. What you have is
a situation where, unfortunately, Mr. Laureano and his
daughter did not get along. There had been problems, as he
will tell you. He and his wife disagreed as married
couples do. They have disagreements. He didn't want his
daughter around the house. She had been causing trouble.
He had been taking care of everybody, he'd been buying
clothes, food, feeding them. Obviously, this family was
not getting along.

What we're going to tell‘you during this trial is that
Ms. Laureano and her daughter wanted to get him out of

there and they did. They managed to do that. They got him
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out of the house, shé got a divprce, the daughter is back
living in the house by herself now and Mr. Laureano is out.
He never touched her, he never threatened her. He has
guns. He has a concealed weapons permit. He doesn't
dispute any of that, but what we say in this case is, he

didn't threaten his wife with a pistol on February 22,

2010, and I think when you hear there is no evidence from

anyone other than just bare statements of these two ladies,
that you will agree with us about that day, that nothing

happened. The State has the burden, as the Judge told you,

- to prove this case beyond a reasonable doubt. We feel that

once you sit here and listen to what happened and see the
complete lack of any real sort of evidence, that you will
find that, "Hey, wait a minute, I have a QOubt and I don't
necessarily agree that this is what occurred," and when you
do, you have the opportunity at that point to find him not
guilty.

So, we ask that you pay careful attention and we
appreciate your time and we will be as brief as possible,
I promise you. Thank you.

THE COURT: Would you call your first witness, please?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir. The State calls Miriam
Laureano.:

(After being duly .sworn by the Clerk of Court, Miriam

Laureano testified as follows:)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 61

CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat. If you would,
please, state your full name for the record and spell your
last name.

MS. LAUREANO: Miriam Laureano. L-A-U-R-E-A-N-O.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRTAM LAUREANQC BY MS. REEVES

) Ms. Laureano, how do you know the Defendant?

A He was my husband.

Q And how long were you married to him?

A Twenty-seven, twenty-six years.

Q Do you have any children together?

A Two.

Q And what are their ages?

A My daughter is twenty-five and my son is twenty-one.

Q And did an incident occur between you and this
Defendant on February 2, 20107?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And where were you living?

A N ey .

THE COQURT: Let me -- can you hear her, Ladies and
Gentlemen? (Shake heads) Okay. Would you slide just a
little bit upwards, please, because I'm having a little
difficulty. Thank you. Excuse me.

Q Ms. Laureano, is that residence that is on . Shenandoah

_ is that in Anderson County?

A Yes, ma'am.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES - 62
And who was living with you at that time?

My daughter, her two children, and my son.

And, of course, the Defendant was there, as well.
Yes.

And how old were your grandchildren at that time?
Kendall was three and I believe the baby was one,
Keith was one.

And on that date, did you and the Defendant have an
argument?

Yes.

And when did this start?

It started three days before that.

And what was happening during that argument for those
three days?

It was non-stop arguing. He was accusing me of a lot
of stuff. I didn‘f do Anything right; I couldn't
sleep. He wouldn't iet me sleep. He kept kicking me
off the bed, pulling the blanket from me and he
wouldn't let me sleep until he said what he had fo
say, so for three whole.days I sat there with no sleep
because he just kept harassing me.

And what, if énything, happened the morning of
February 2nd?

I got up. Like I normally do, I would make céffee.

There was no milk and I told him I had to go get milk
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 63
for the baby before he got up. That was Kendall. I
went and took a shower. He came to the shower, pulled
the shower curtain open and started cursing at me. I
cloéed the shower curtain, finished taking a shower
real quick, got dressed, went out to get the keys. My
keys, my wallet, my phone was missing and so I came
around and sat next to him and told him, "Can I have
my keys? I've got to go get the milk;" and he started
cursing me out and he told me, "No" and so I stayed
quiet just to avoid the fight and I found my phone.

It was in between the bed and the wooden post and so I

grabbed it. He went to grab it off my hand and I put

it in my back pocket and he wouldn't give me my keys

and so I just kind of laid back and waited for him to
calm down. He started cursing and picked up the lamp
that was on the night stand and threw it to the door.
Where were you at that point? When he threw the lamp,
where was he and where were you?

He was sitting on his side of the bed right next to
the night stand. I was sitting on the other corner on
his side of the bed, trying to talk to him, trying to
get him to give me the keys back so I could go get the
milk.

And you said he threw the lamp?

He threw the lamp. Yes.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 64

. And how did he throw it or where did he throw it?

He jﬁst grabbed it. I mean, he just yankéd it off the
wall, threw it, threw it straight across to the front
of the door to walk into my room, he threw it there.
It just landed and shattered it.

What, if anything, happened next? 

He took out thevgun_which was in a drawer in the
little night stand and he started playing with it,
playing with the chamber and he was spinning it and he
kept pointing it back ana forth and then he just held
the gun there, at me, in my face and he told me that'I
am going to make him kill somebody and he said that he
was going to k%ll me and, excuse the words, but these
are the words he used. He said that he was going to
kill that bitch and kill the cops that come after him,
so it would aLl be on me, that I_would be the guilty
one. |

When he said, "the bitch", who was he talking about?
He was talking about my daughter, his'daUghter,
Rachel.

And what did the gun look like that he pointed'at you?
It was a .357. It was black, a révolver.

How did he look when he said this to you?

He smiled and he had a cold loock. I had never seen

that look before and that scared me. He had nothing
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES - 65
in his eyes.

So, how did you feel when he said that to you?
Frightened. I mean,vI couldn't even move.

Did you know that the gun was loaded?

Yes, I did. He kept them all loaded, everyday, all
the time.

What happened after that?

He threw some books that I had, a collection. Then,
he took my tennis shoe off and threw it across the
room, he threw the books and my shoe, so I got up to
go move the lamp out of the way, because as soon as
the babies get up, they run to my room to me and so I
moved the lamp and T put the books back and I grabbed
my shoe to put it back on. I leaned on the bed and I
went to put my shoe on and he came at me and he pushed
me and I bounced off the bedframe and he pushed me
again and I fell and I pushed him and I told him to
stop and I got up, I straightened myself up and he
slapped me on my face twice real hard and he walked
right by me. He grabbed something from the table. I
didn't know what it was at that time. I thought it
was his keys and he went and I don't know -- this is
what my daughter said, he went to the porch ---

Let me stop you right there, Miriam. Just tell what

you remember, okay? Not what your daughter said. So,
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES - 66
he left the room.

Yes, he left the room. "

You said this incident had occurred in your bedroom.
Is that right?

Yes, ma'am.:

And why were you in your rbom? Why did this incident
occur in your room?

Why? Because I had gotten up and like I said, the
afguing was non-stop for those three days and so I
tried to keep it all away from the kids and the
grandkids because they have been through enough and so
I kind of stayed in‘the room because of that.

Who was home at the time this argument was going on? -
My daughter, the two grandkids, and my son.

And where was your son during this argument?

He was on the other side in his room.

And your daughter?

My daughter, her bedroom was in the middle. She was

in the bedroom from what I know.

Do you have a medical condition concerning your back?

Scoliosis.

And how long have you had that?

I've had it since I was born.

And does the béfendant know you have that?

Yes.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 67
You said that he pushed you. 1Is that right?

Uh-huh.

And you hit yéur back?

Yes. Twice.

Twice, you hit your back?

Yes.

How did that happen?

When he pushed me the first time, I hit the bar of the
bed, the wooden bar. When he pushed me the second
time, that's when I hit the big ball on the bed, the
frame, and then that's when he slapped me.

Did he, tell me the order, if you would. He pushed
you and then.you said he slapped you twice and then he
pushed you again? Is that what you said?

No, he pushed me twice. He puéhed me the first time
and then the second time when I hit the ball, I kind
of fell and then I got up and then that's when he
slapped me.

What, if anything, did you do after he left the room?
I was kind of in shock. I just went around the bed
and sat on the other side of the bed in the corner and
started crying and then my son knocked on the door and
he walked in and he said ---

Miriam, don't say what he said. Okay?

Okay.
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. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 68

-~ Without saying what he said, can you -- well. At some

point, were you able to get your keys back?

Yes, I did.

And after that, whatihappened?

After that, I told my daughter to get ready and I told
her, "Don't worry ébout the car seats. We've got to
get out now and she knew, because we had done it
before and so I grabbed the keys. I guess he dropped
them. I don't know where they were, honestly, because
I was so nervous. All I know is I had the kejs‘at
that point and I told her, "Let's go", and my son was
leaving at the same time I Waé, with his friend, and I
gotiin the car with her and the twoc boys and he was
supposed to go with his friend and at that point, I
left with my daughter and the two grandkids and that's
when my daughter asked me what was going on and I told
her and I ---

I'm sorry. I'm going to interrupt you again.

That's fine.

Did the Defendant know where you were going?

No.

Where did he think you were going?

To go get milk for the baby.'~He thought that Rachel
and the babies were still asleep. He would have never

let me get out of the house if he knew Rachel and the
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- DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 69

babies were coming with me.

Q When you left, wheré did you go?

A We went to the church next to the store. It's not far
from the house. We hid behind the church.

Q .And why were you hiding?

A Because I knew he was going to follow me.

Q And if he followed you, what did you think would
happen?
MR. ANDERSON: Objection, Your Honor. It calls for

speculation.
THE COURT: Sustained.

Q What.did you do? Did officers come find you?

A Yes, they did.
And did they g6 to your home?
Yes, they did.

Q And at some point, did you come to find out that your
son did not leave the house when you thought he was?

A When my daughter called her brother to find out where
he was at and to tell him all that was going on and he
didn't have a phone at that time, his friend did, and
"his friend told my daughter that he didn't go with
him, that he stayed.
MR. ANDERSON: Objection.

A That he stayed ---

THE COURT: Just one second. When he makes an

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




28

10
11

12

13

14

15

16.

17

18

19

20.

21-

22
23
24

25

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 70

objéction,'stop testifying, okay? What is your objection?

LOTIN S © T

MR. ANDERSON: What a friend says is hearsay.
THE.COURT: Hearsay. 1 sustain the obﬁe;tion.

Ms. Laureano, -try nof to say what anybody else said.
Okay? You understopd"your son did not leave the
house. Is that correct? 1Is that/what you are trying
éo say?

Yes, ma'am.

And sé, how did that make you feel for him?

I was scared. |

When the officers went‘to'your house, what, if
anything, happened?

When the officers went there, honestly, I don't. know,
Vbecause I wasn't thére, but since we knewvthat my son
was- at the house, Rachel called the neighbors to find
out if Killian was okay.

MR. ANDERSON: Objection, Your Honor.

I'1l stop you right there. ©Okay? So, did Killian

eventually leave the house?

- Yeah, he did.

And did officers end upvsearching your house?

Yes, théy did.

And do you know if during that. search theyIfOUndlthe
gun that was pointed at yoﬁ? |

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I object. She just stated
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 71
that she wasn't present during the search.

MS. REEVES: Judge, she —---

THE COURT: Just one second. Madam Forelady, would
you take the‘jury back to the jury room, please?

(Jury out at 2:11 p.m.)

THE COURT: State your objection, please, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, Your Honor, I'm going to object.
She already stated she wasn't there when the police came to
the house. Even if she was, there was no, I've seen the
search warrant, there is no mention of her being present.

I don't think she is a proper witness to testify what
occurred during the execution of the search warrant or what
was found during the search. That would be up to the
officers that performed it, Your Honor.

MS. REEVES: Judge, she said that she wasn't present
when the S.W.A.T. team was there, but she was actually
present during the search warrant and I can go back and ask
her about that. I failed to ask her that, but she was
present during the search.

THE COURT: Well, just clear that up for us, then, if
you would.

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Are y'all ready to proceed?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. Thank you.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES - 72
THE COURT: Go ahead and bring them in and Mr. Fraser,

sure they have water or anything they need. Okay,

(Jury in a 2:14 p.m.)
THE COﬁRT: Ms. Reeves.
MS. REEVES: Thank ?ou, Judge.
Ms. Laureano, you said that officers did searph your
home. Is that correct?
Yes, ma'am.
Were you present for that search?
At the end, yes.
Okay. And during the time that you were present, did
they find the gun that the Defendant pointed at you?
No, not at that point.
Did they find other guns?
Yes, they did.
Wheré did they find other guns?
Well, when I went in, that was the reason why I went
in because they.couldn‘t find it and I took them where
he normally hides them, which was in my room in a
vdresser undernéath the bottom drawer, there's a piece
of wood that you can't tell it moves. I peeled that
back and they saw the guns and that's how they found
the other guns.

How many guns'were in that space?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

B T A O i © B,

i

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 73
I can't remember. I know that I kept taking them out.
I can't tell you exactly.

But the gun that the Defendant pointed at you was not
under there?

No, it wasn't.

Did you find that at some point later?

Yes, we did.

And how did that come about?

When we were cleaning all the mess from them tearing
up the house and looking for the gun ---

When you say "we", who do you mean?

Me and my daughter. We were cleaning the house.

Were the officers still there?

No. This was after they left.

And you were cleaning the house.

Yes. And my daughter found the gun in a shoe box in
my room inside one of my shoes. There were clothes and
stuff thrown on top of it so, I mean, I had a lot of
shoe boxes that they didn't even touch. I mean...

And that's not some place where he normally kept the
guns. Is that right?

Noc. He never kept them there.

And you said the gun was actually in your shoe in a
shoe box?

Yes.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRTAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 74

0 When you found‘the gun, was it loaded?

A Yes, it was.

Q And what did you do after she found it?

A Put it on the top shelf and called the officer.

Q Ms. Laureano, I'm going to hand you what has been
marked as State's Exhibit Nos. 1 through 23. Can you
flip through and tell me if you recognize thgse.

A (Witness complies) Yes, I do.

0 What are those?

A Piétures‘of my home.

Q And.do those pictures look the way your house looked

on February 2, 2010?
A Yes, they do.

MS. REEVES: Judge, I would move State's Exhibit Nos.
1 through 23 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. ANDERSON: No, objection, Your Honor.

THE.COURT:' All right. Admitted without objection.
That's #1 through #232

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

(Whereupon, 23 4x6 photographé are entered into‘”
evidencé as Nos. 1>through 23, without objection.)
Q Ms. Laureano, I'm gding to show you State's Exhibit

#1. Can you tell me what that is or describe what

that is a picture of?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 75
The fence, the mobile home, the fence on my property.
We have a very low-tech way of distributing these.
(She hands them to the jury) I'm going to hand you
State's Exhibit #3. Can you tell me what that is a
picture of?

This is the hallway. This is the doorway to my son's
room.

And what side of the house or the trailer is that on?
If I'm looking forward, it is on the right-hand side
of the trailer.

And his bedroom is on the far right? 1Is that correct?
Yes. Yes.

I'm going to show you State's Exhibits #6 and #7. Can
you tell me what those are.

This is Killian's room, my son's room.

And does he have a futon in that room?

Yes, he does.

I will show you State's Exhibits #4 and #5. Can you
please tell us what these are..

This is Rachel's room.

And where is that located within the trailer?

In the middle.

And can that -- when you come in the front door, where
is her door?

Right in front.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 76
Okay. I'm géing to show you State's Exhibits #8, #9,
and-#lO. Can you please describe these.
This is my living room. This is the middle of the room
in the kitchen and this is the kitchen, my‘doorway.and
\the back door and my room. | |
If I may hold this up so we can hopefully see it.
State's Exhibit #10, you said that's a picture of the
kitchen. Is that correct?
Yes.
And the back door. Is that correct? And can-yoﬁ
point on this picture where the back door is.
That door that's closed. The one that's open, that's
my bedroom. _
So, this door right here that is closed, that's the
back door and then this bedroom door, this door that's
open is your bedroom? 1Is that correct?
Yes.
And when you come in the front door, which directi;n
had these pictures been taken?
The léfthand side as if you walk in and turn.
So, this is walking into-the trailer and looking left.
Is that correct? |
Yes.

(Ms. Reeves hands photographs to the forelady)

I'm going to hand you State's Exhibits #11, #12 and
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 117
#13. Could you please describe what is in these
pictures.

This is my bedroom, my bedroom and the bedroom closet.
And earlier, your testimony was that the Defendant had
been sitting on his side of the bed. Is that correct?
Yes.

Is that shown in this picture?

Yes. - Right there.

So, the right side of the bed here in this picture is
his side of the bed. Is that correct?

It depends which way you are looking at it. From the
fiont of the bed, yes, the right side.

And you said this night stand. |

Yes. Right there.

You also stated earlier that he had pushed you into
the ball on the bedpost. 1Is that correct?

Yes.

And is that pictured in this?

Yes, it is.

State's Exhibit #12°?

Yes.

You described finding or you described telling the
officers where the Defendant normally kept his
weapons. Is that correct?

Yes.
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0 I'm going to show you #16, #17 and #18. Can you
please tell me what those are.

A My dresser, the bottom of the dresser. The dresser
and the bottém of the dresser.

Q And again, this is where those other handguns were -
found. 1Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And finally, I'm going to show you Exhibits #22 and

#23. Can you tell me what these are.

A Both are of my closeét.
Q Is this your bedroom closet?
A Yes.

Q And when you described earliér that the gun the
Defendant pointed at you was found in your closet, is
this what you were referring to?

A Yes.

Q And these shoe bbxes shown in Exhibit #22, is that
where the gun was located? |

A On the bottom one, the red, white and blue one. Yes,
ma'am. |
(Ms. Reeves hands photographs to forelady and

retrieves gun)

THE COURT: VLet me, before we do this, Ladies and

Gentlemen, to the extent any weaponry is introduced into

evidence, that I allow into evidence, please rest assured

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 79

1) everyone knows it's not to be pointed at anyone and 2)

it has been disabled and it is incapable of being fired and

so there is no risk. Okay? Go ahead, Ms. Reeves.

MS. REEVES: Thank you, Judge.
Ms. Laureano, I'm going to show you what has been
marked State's Exhibit #24. Do you ---

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, we're going to renew our

objection to the introduction of Exhibit #24.

o

>0

©

THE COURT: It's noted for the record.

MR. ANDERSON: Noted for the record for the same...
THE CdURT: Same basis?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

‘Ms. Laureano, do you recognize this?

It looks like the gun he had. Yes.

Is it consistent with the gun that your husband owns?
No, I think it was longer. The barrel was longer, I
think.

Is this consistent with one that he owns?

Yes.

Is this consistent with one that was found in a shoe
box?

Yes. Almost like it. Yes.

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I, again, would object to

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRTIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES
that exhibit.

THE COURT:. Just one 'second.

MR. ANDERSON: May we approach?

THE COURT: . Just a moment. Hang on.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, .sir.

THE COURT: Madam Forelady,'if you would go back to

80

your jury room. I'm going to go ahead and use this for the

afternoon break anyway, so it will be about a fifteen

minute break, so just make yourself at home. If you need

anything, let the bailiffs kqow and they will make sure you

guys have it. Okay?
(Jury out at 2:27 p.m.)

THE COURT: All right. Go ahead. I'm sorry.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. Once again, I
renew my objection. She obviously can't identify this as
the gun that was pointed at her.- This gun was not found
with the search warrant and it was not evef associated or
tied in any faétual manner to‘the event that, apparently,
occurred on the 2nd. It wasknot even .turned into the-
police until February 8th and she can't even identify it
the gun that was possibly used or pointed at her in this
incident. So, I would.ask that the gun be excluded, Your
Hoﬁor. | .

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Reeves?

MS. REEVES: Judge, the Defendant has several guns.

. THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAURE;.ANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 81
know that he does have another .357 revolver that has a
longér barrel and I'm not sure if she thinks that this was
the gun involved.

THE COURT: No, no, no, we're speaking of an objection
here. No, ma'am. Did she or did she not say she could
identify that gun?

MS. REEVES: She said it was consistent with the one
that he pointed at her, but she thought the barrel was
longer, was what she said.

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I would put to the Court
that he did own another .357, but it's stainless steel.
That is not stainless steel. As you may know, there's a
big difference between a black gun and a silver gun.

THE COURT: All right. Go ahead. I didn't mean to
cut you off. I missed that. She said she thought it was
longer.

MR. REEVES: She thought the barrel was longer. Yes.
But she said that is consistent with a gun her husband
owns.

THE COURT: Proffer your testimony now, please, and
let me listen to a little bit more of it.

PROFFERED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF MS. LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES

Q Ms. Laureano, the gun that was pointed at you, is that
it?
A Like I said, it looks like that. I mean, to me, the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 82
barrel looked longer, but he waé pointing the barrel
at- me. I was looking at the barfel. He had more guns.
All of them that yoﬁFve got, they are no% allithe guns
he owns. He's ,got more and a lot of his family is
holding them for him.

Okay. And we are not necessarily concerned with
,théée. We are concerned with -- andlyou;ve said;..

MS. REEVES: Judge, I think that's -- she said it

looked longer to her, but that that's consistent with the

gun he pointed at her.

MR. ANDERSON: May I ask some questions, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Sir?

MR. ANDERSON: May I ask a sbme qguestions of the

witness? If she's finished.

THE-COURT: Are you finished with your proffer?
MR. ANDERSON: I believe she's finished?

THE COURT: Are you finished with your examination?

Q

'THE>COURT: All right. IAsk your questions.

CONTINUED PROFFER OF MS. LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES

And Ms. Laureano, is this the gun that was located in
your closet after..the search?
Yes.

n

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. °

PROFFERED CROSS EXAMINATION OF MS. TAUREANQ BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

. Now, Ms. Laureano, this Exhibit #24, he had actually

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 83
purchased you a gun for your protection. Is that not
correct?

No. He never purchased me a gun ---

He never purchased you a gun for your protection?

No, sir.

This»is not the gun that he purchased for you?

No. He's had -- he's bought guns, yes, sir, but not
for me, because I've never used a gun. I mean, I've
fired them, because he used to make us shoot, me and
my kids, to practice, but he never purchased a gun for
me. No.

S0, you know how a gun operates.

Yes.

You do know the difference between a revolver and an
automatic, semi-automatic.: Correct?

Yes, I do.

Okay. And he also owns a .357 that's silver in color.
Is that not correct?

He's got two that are matching, yes. A .357 and a
.40.

But a pair of silver with long barrels?

Yes.

But you're telling the Court that this gun, you found
in the closet ---

Uh-huh.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES | 84
--- at some point later. Correct?

Excuse me?

You found this gun in your closet at some point later.
Yes, I did.

Okay. And the officers, they were free toisearch your

entire home,.were they not?

. Yes, they were.

And they tore it up pfetty good looking around, did
they not? ’

Yes, but these boxes, the boxes of shoes were not
moved. '

That's where you are saying you found that gun?

Yes, that}s what I'm saying. I didn't find it, my
daughter found it.

Okay. When, exactly, did you contact law enforcement
that you found that gun?

As soon as I found .it, I called the officer.

When did you find it?

I'm.not sure. I thought it was the day after the
search, because that's when we were cleaning.

You didn't contact them on the 8th of February, six
days later?

I cén'tvfecall. I mean, e?erythingAwas crazy at that

time.

MR. ANDERSON: I have no more questiocns, Your Honor.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY-MS. REEVES 85
Obviously, Your Honor, she can't say this was the gun. It
was not found contemporaneously with the crime. They
executed a valid search warrant and tore the house up
looking for it.

THE COURT: That part of it, I'ye gotcha. I'm not
concerned with the later part of it. That goes to the
weight and not admissibility. But I am concerned about her
failure to identify this gun as the gun used. What is your
response to that?

MS. REEVES: Judge, I would say that she said it was
pointed at her. She wasn't looking from the side. She was
looking from the nose down the barrel.

THE COURT: Buf either she can identify it or she
can't.

MS. REEVES: Yes, Judge. She said it was consistent
with the gun. She is not going to be able to tell you the
serial number, but it is consistent with the one he pointed
at her, it is consistent with one he owns and it was the
one her daughter found in the shoe box. Because she knew
when those officers -- she testified when the officers
searched, they did not find the gun that he had used
against her.

THE COURT: I'm aware of that. "I've got that down and
I don't want to hear any more about it from either side.

I'm concerned, however, that this lady says I can't tell

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 86
you this is the gun that he used, and I want to -- are

there any cases that allow her to do that, that you are

_aware of?

MS. REEVES: Judge, I can get some for you.
THE .COURT: Okay. What I'm going to do right now is,
I'm going to find that it is not admissible. When you give

me a case that says that it is, then I will look at it, but

right now, it is not admissible. Okay?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

MR. ANDEESON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And that's without prejudice to you, to
give me something that says that it is, but right now, with
her saying, "I can't identify it,"” it's not going in.

MS. REEVES: Judge, I wasn't actually moving it in
through her. She was only identifying it and then there's

the officer that took it. I'm not offering it at this

time.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. ANDERSON: We can take it up at that time, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Are you ready to proceed, Ms.
Reeves?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: All right. Are you ready to proceed?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WIT'..LIAM LAUREANO
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THE COURT: Bring the jury in, please. No, nb, no.
Let's take our afternoon break. We'll start back about a
quarter 'till.

(Brief Break)

THE COURT: Ms. Reeves, are you ready to proceed?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Anderson, are you ready to
proceed?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Hang én a minute. Tell the jury to stop.
Ma'am?

MS. REEVES: I can't ask her anything about this?

THE COURT: We're going to do this in camera. I'm
ruling on the admissibility of it and you're not to bring
it back up if it doesn't.

MS. REEVES: Judge, my only question was to her ---

THE COURT: Just one second. Let me tell you this,
Ms. Reeves.

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The admissibility of evidence is in my

‘discretion and if I abuse the discretion, then it's on me.

When I say it's inAcamera, we're having it in camera.
Okay? You will not have that jury in here and bring that
gun out. I've already said it's not coming in. Do you

understand?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 88
MS. REEVES: Yes,. sir.
THE COURT: Okay. Any question?
MS. REEVES: ‘No, sir.
THE COURT: Now, if you want to have it in camera now,

I will let you, but you are not doing it in front of the

jury.
MS. REEVES: No, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. Now, go ahead Qith your question.
MS. REEVES: No, sir. I've asked her. I just wanted
-- 1if you're not‘going fo get mad at me, I wanted —— |

THE COURT: I'm not going to get mad at you. I just
told you, Msi Reeves, I told you to take the gun and get it
out of the presence of the jury; I didn't want them over
there looking at it ---

MS. REEVES: No, I ---

THE COURT: No. Do not argue .with me, Ms. Reeves. 1

just got through -- and you said, "I have to ask her one
more question about this gun." I said, "You're not going
to do that."”

MS. REEVES: Okay..
'THE COURT: Okay?
MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.
. Y
THE COURT: Now, I'm going to give you the opportunity

to ask her a question, in camera, but otherwise, no more

questions about this gun and the gun will be placed out of
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 89
the line of sight of the jury. Any questions about my
ruling?

MS. REEVES: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Now, which 6ne would you
prefer?

MS. REEVES: I don't have any questions for her, then,
Judge. If it's going to be in camera, I don't have any
questions for her. We've already asked the questions.

THE COURT: Okay. Then, put the gun up,‘please.

MS. REEVES: fés, sir.

THE COURT: Would you bring the jury in, please, sir?

(Jury in at 3:02)

THE COURT: Ms. Reeves, are you ready to continue?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir, Judge. Actually, we have no
further questions.

THE COURT: All right. Cross examination?

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please
the Court.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF MS. ILAUREANO_BY MR. ANDERSON

Q Are you doing okay? Do you need any water or
anything?

A No, sir.

Q All right. Mrs. Laureano, again, how long have y'all

been married?

A It' been twenty-six years.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON
Twenty-six years.v

Twenty-five or twenty-six. I'm not sure.

And during that twenty-six years of marriage,
obviously, you had two children. Correct?

Yes.

%nd how old are your children?

My daughter is twenty-five and my son is twenty.
Okay. And during your mérriage of twenty-six years,
did your husband work all this time?

Yes, he worked. !

He supported his family?
’Yes, he did.

You've got a place to live?

Yes.

He fed his children?

Yes.

Okay. You took care of him?

Yes.

His needs and wants and so forth. Correct?
His needs. Yes.

Okay. And did you ever work during thié time?
On and off, I did.

Okay. And did your children work?

No. They were young at that time.

Okay. And at the time, in February of 2010, where
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 91

were you living?

ot I

And that{s a trailer there ---

A mobile home.

A mobile home on Shenandoah Drive. Okay. And when
did y'all move there?

I can't remember. It's been around eleven years.
Eleven years?

I think.

Okay.

I'm not sure.

Do you own the place or rent it?

I own it.

You own it? It's in your name?

Yes.

Okay. Where did it come from?

It was, a dear friend, like a step-Dad.

A friend of yours‘or a friend of William's?
Actually, both.

Okay. So, herbasically gave y'all the place, gave you
the mobile home?

Uh-huh. Gave us the home.

Did you buy the land separately or did he give you the
lot, too?

No, he gave me the land the mobile home is on.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 92

So,‘this is all in your .name. Co:rect?

Yes.

Okay. And who else lived tﬁere with you?

My daughter, my son, my.husband.

Your kids, I guess you could say, grew up their whole
lives there. They've lived there with you for some
time. Correct?

Yes.

And at some point, your dauéhter moved away. Is that
correct?

Yes. She got married.

And she has child#én.

Two boys.

And those are, obviously, your grandchildren.

Yes.

And their names, again, are?

Kendall and Keith.

And how long did she étay away before she came back?
About a year.

About a year?

Yes.

Okay. And why did she move back in?

Becausé her husband was a drug-addict:.

Okay. So, she had probiems with that.

Yes. No, not her, her husband did.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 93
Not her. Did she have any drug problems? .
No. Not that I know of.

And did your husband want her to come back and live
with you?

Yes, he did. He's the one that told her to come back.
He wanted to get her out of all that. Correct?
Yes.

So, he let her come back and stay there. Did she work
at any time while she was living there?

No. She didn't.

So, he suppqrted her, as well. Correct?

Yes, he did.

Now, where do you live now?

The same place.

You still live on Shenandoah?

Yes.

Okay. And who lives there with you?

My daughter, her two babies, and my brother on and
off.

Anybody else?

No.

And you and William are divorced. 1Is that not
correct?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Do you remember when you obtained this divorce?

.~ THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON' 94
Honestly, no. I know it was five months after he went
in. The'exact date I could not tell you. |
Let me hand youtDefense Exhibit #1, which is a
certified copy of thevcertificgte for a divqrce. Do
you recognize that? i
Yes.

And that is the decree for divorce where you are
divorced from William Laureano? If I.could have it
back a second. 'kWitness hands document to Mr.

Anderson) It says in the decree that ---

THE COURT: Before you publish that, any objection to

that, Ms. Reeves?

MS. REEVES: No, sir.
' THE COURT: Admitted without objection.
MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

{(Whereupon, a divorce decree is entered into evidence

as Defense Exhibit #1, without objection)

Q

The éction.for a divorce was filed in’April of 2010.
Dces that sound about the time? |

Yes, it does.

So, that's about, basicélly, three months from when
. this incident occurred. Is that correct?.

Yes.

Then ﬁhis divorce was granted in Septeﬁber of 2010.

Correct?

- THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 95
Yes. I just don't know the date.
So, y'all were married for twenty-six years and then
y'all were divorced in September of 2010. Right?
Yes, sir.
Do you remember what the grounds were for this
divorce?
I think it was CDV, battery or ---
Does physical cruelty ring a bell?
Yes.
Are you aware of any time constraints in obtaining a
divorce in South Carolina?
No.
So, you weren't trying to get a divorce based on one
year's separation?
I mean, I knew I had to wait a year. I don't know how
it happened so quickly.
Well, it happened so quickly because you alleged
physical cruelty. Correct? That's the only reason it
happened so quickly.
I guess.
Otherwise, you would have had to wait a year.
Yeah, but I didn't know I could do it that fast.
Now, when you say you were arguing with your husband,
you said it went on for three days.

Yes, three or four.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 96

And why were y'ali arguing?

Why was I arguing?

Yes. Why were you arguing?

Okay. Honestly, I wasn't the one arguing. He was
accusing me of all kinds of stuff and everything I
did, it was wrong. I made the coffee the way I always
made the coffee and he threw the coffee at me and then
we started arguing. I would cook. He would throw the
food, the plate and everything at me. That started
another argument. If I went out to go get milk or do
anything, I was messing aréund with everybody and
anybody that heicould think of. That's.what it was
about.

And it started three days before this incident? Y'all
just started arguing about everything?

Well, he started as soon as he got out of jail the
first time.

MR. ANDERSON: Objection, Your Honor.

MS. LAUREANO: I'm sorry.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and Gentlemen, anything

that happened before this incident, I'm telling you to

disregard that. That's not what this case is about. This

case is about the current charges, the facts and

circumstances surrounding these current charges and so I

order that stricken from the record.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 97

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

Now, did you have a disagreement about your daughter
living with youé

Yes. He did have a disagreement with that.

He had a problem with her not working. Right?

No. He had a problem with her not cleaning, which she
did. She just didn't jump every time he wanted her to
do something.

And he wanted her to move out, did he not?

Well, he wanted her to move out, he wanted our son to
move out, he wanted everybody to move out.

But you didn't agree with that?

Well, it didn't matter. I just didn't want him to
throw them out into the street. That's what he wanted
to do was throw those babies out on the street and I
didn't want him to.

So, that was a part of what you might have been
arguing about?

Yeah. Yes.

And when you say y'all argued, would he cuss at you?
Yes, he ---

Throw stuff at you?

He cursed at me like I said. He would push me on the
bed, stuff like that.

Let's talk about this trailer you live in. About how

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




56

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

(O O

s

LORE D o .

o

CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 98

big is it?

I'm not sure.

Let me show you State's Exhibit #1. That is your
trailer. Correct?

Yes, it is.

Aﬁd would you classify that as a single wide, a double
wide?

It's a single wide.

A single wide trailer. " Do you know, approximately,
how many feet long it is?

No.

Don't have any idea?

I really don't.

Do you have any idea how wide it is?

No. Honestly, I don't.

Would you say the width cof it is as big as this
courtroom across? 

No.

Smaller than that?

Yes. It's a little smaller.

What about the length? Is it as long as.to the back
wall?

Probably. I'm not sure.

So, you would agree with me then, if you Qere having a

screaming match, cursing match with your husband,
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRTAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 99

anybody in that trailer would be able to hear it,
would they not? |

Yeah, but I didn't scream.

You stated for the jury that your husband was cursing
you.

He cursed me all the time.

I assume he was using a raised voice.

Sometimes, yes.

Sometimes, yes. Okay. And he would say bad things.

Yes, sir.

.And he would throw things at you. I think you stated

that on the day particularly, he threw a lamp at you.
No, he threw it at the door, not at me.

Okay. I'm sure if it was at that door, it would be
even louder when it shattered.

Yes.

I think you stated he threw a bunch of books at you.
He threw a set of collected books that I had.

That would make quite a bit of noise, would it not?
Yes.

All right. And then you stated that after this
argument, when you were trying to leave, your daughter
asked you what was going on.

No, she asked me what was happening.

What was happening? So, she heard all of it?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON

She heard some of it. I'm not sure what, but she

heard some of it.‘

100

And your son, he obviously could have heard all this.

Well, not when he's got the T.V. going and the XBox
going.

So, we have all this interference and we can't hear
someone bust and slam a lamp against a door and we
can't hear books thrown against a docr in a tiny
little single wide? |

He didn't hear it. She did.

Your son never heard it?

No. Like I said, he'had the T.V. on. He kept the
T.V. on all day and his XBox.

Fof three straight days while you had this argument
going on ---

He wasn't at home thfee days. He was gone.

He was?

Yes. He stayed at a friend's house.

That's convenient for the previous argument, but on
the day in question ---

MS. REEVES: Objection, Your ﬂonor.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. ANDERSON: I apologize, Your Honor. Let me

re-phrase that.

Q

On the day in question, your son was home.

THE STATE OF SOUTH.CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON ~ 101

Yes. He was.

In his room.

Yes.

And y'all are all living there together.

Yes.

And there are lamps being thrown, books being. thrown,
people being cursed at and your son never came out of
his room and asked what's going on or to check on you
or to see —-—--

He did. He did come out after everything happened,
he's the one that knocked on my door and asked me what
was going on and he actually wanted to argue with him
and I was the one that fold him no and I cried and I
begged him not to start anything because then he would
start fighting with his son, because the police
officers were coming over, because he had been
fighting with my son because of this.

So, that's what Killian is going to tell us?

What Killian is going to tell you, I can't tell you.
Now, on this day in particular you told the jury that
after the throwing of the books at the door and the
busting of the lamp, that he pushed you into the bed.
Yes, he did.

And you hit your back on the bed frame, I think it

was, and you also hit your back on the bed post. Is

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 102

that correct?

Yes.

Now, I assume that was painful. .Correct?

Yes, it was.

Did you get bruised by it?

The next day I had bruises, yes.

I've looked at State's Exhibits 1 through 23. 1Is
there any pictures of you bruised in any of this? Did
I miss it?

They didn't take no pictures. I mean, it's not my
fault.

So, there's no pictures of you being bruised?

No, because the day they were there, I wasn't bruised.
It was the next day when I .woke up that I was bruised.
You didn't go b%ck and let them take a picture of you?
Honéstly, I didnft think about that.

Okay.  Now, on the day‘in guestion you also stated he
slapped you in the face twice.

Yes, he did.

There doesn't appear to be a picture of that.

Well, that's not my fault. That is the officer's

. fault.

All right. They were there that night with the
camera. These are from the night this incident

occurred, correct?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 103
I guess.
And you were there when they issued the search warrant
and took these pictures. Is that not corfect?
I was there after. I was hiding behind the church and
the only reason why I came back is because they told
me to stay put behind the church. The only reason why
I came back was like I said. My neighbor told my
daughter that there was a shootout and I thought my
son was hurt.
A shootout?
Yeah. They said that they were shooting gquns. My
neighbor told me.
I haven't heard anything about a shootout. What
shootout occurred?
That same day.
Okay. All right. You did return to the scene and the
officers were there searching your home.
I returned, but I couldn't enter the home yet. They
had all that blocked off and so I was around the other
side of the neighborhood.
And your husband is already gone and you're there at
the home when they searched -- this is my question:
You were there when they searched the house?
At the end.

At the end when they finished searching?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 104

When they couldn't find the guns, yes.

Okay. And no one bothered to take a picture of these
marks on your face?

Nc. They were trying to get him; get my son out.
Okay. So, the answer is no, no one took pictures of
your face?

No. Nobody did.

Now, when this incident occurred in the bedroom with
the books being thrown and the lamp being busted,
where was this gun at this time that he pointed at
you? I mean, which hand was he holding it in?

What do yoﬁ,mean which hand he was holding it in?

Was he holding it in his left hand or was he holding
it with his right hand?

Right hand.

He was holding a pistol in his right hand and he was
threatening you with it.

Yes.

Okay. How did he pick up the bdoks and the lamp and
throw them at you when he's holding this pistol ---
He wasnft holding a pistol at that time. He threw the
lémp, then he took out the pistol, then he threw the
books and he threw my sneaker or my tennis shoe.

I apologize, but I remember you testifying that he was

threatening.you .with a pistol.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 105

Yeah, after. After he threw the lamp, he picked up
the gun and that's what I was saying, he was playing
with the chamber and waving it back and forth and
laughing.

All right. After all the other -=-

After the lamp.

After the lamp is busted, the books are thrown ---
No, after the lamp was thrown. Then, he took out the
gun, then he threw the books and then he threw my
shoe. |

Where's the gun while he's throwing the books and the
shoe?

He put it back on the night stand.

Okay. And where was the gun when he pushed you on the
bed?

When he pushed me on the bed, on the night stand.
Still on the night stand.

Yes, sir.

Okay. And did he pick up the gun again after that?
I'm not sure. Like I said, after he slapped me  in the
face, he got up and like I said, he was standing in
front of me and he moved over to get something out of
his little night stand and I don't know what he gét.
I couldn't tell you.

Did you clean up the books and the lamp?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERSUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 106

I pushed the lamp over and I picked up the books and I
grabbed my tennis shoe.

Is there a phbto.anywhere in here that you can show us

. this iamp that's all busted up?

Not there, no. But the lamp was still sitting there
when they came. ‘

Okay. The lamp was still laying in the floor busted
up, -but these officefs ;_f .

It was a wooden lamp and it was all cracked and

busted, yes, and I Quess the officers didn't take a

.~ picture of it. It was still laying on the floor.

rThese officers:came to your house because you made
this complaint, my husband has abused me, and didn't
even bother to take a picture of a lamp he-threw at
you?

I guess not.

Okay. And they didn't bother to take any pictures of
any marks on your face.

No. I mean ---

And they didn't bother taking pictures of any bruising
on your back?

I didn't have bruiseé on my back at that point. - I had
them the next day.

Well, why in the thrée days that you were having this

argument, did you -- you owned a car. Correct?
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 107
Yes, I did.
A little white one.
Yes.
Do you still have the same car?
No.
You have a different car? At that time, you had a
little white car, a Protégé or something?
Yes.
Why didn't you just get in your car and drive away?
Because he would have followed me.
Okay. But this is your house, though. Right?
Yes, it is.
Now, did you speak with Killian on your way out the
door that day?
Did I speak with him?
Yes.
Yes, sir. I did.
Did you tell him where you were going?
I actually, I told him I was going to get milk because
I didn't want to tell him what was going on.
So, let me get this straight. You contact the
Anderson County Sheriff's Department and tell them

that you have had this incident and you're worried

" about your son and they call out a S.W.A.T. team, but

you walk right past his bedroom and talk to him on
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF'WM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 108
your way out and say you're going.to ---

I didn't walk past his bedroom. He was leaving with
his friend. His friend was there.

But did you watch him drive away?

He was getting in the car when I was getting in the
car. I was behind the car. I pulled out first and I
thought they were coming behind me and I left and
that's when my daughtef qalled his friend because he
didn't have a phone at that time. My daughter called
his friend to find out.if he had left after I called
the officers from the church.

You didn't think it was important enought to tell your
son, "My husband is in there threatening to kill me
with a gun,".not to go back into that trailér?

Well, I know he’é not going to hurt Killian, because
Killian is a boy. He's got a thing with women, not
boys, not guys.

Isn't it true he never threatened anybody with a gun?
No, he did threaten me.

And he's had guns his whole life.

He's had guns for years. Yes.

He has a qoncealeduweapons permit.

He had a concealed weapons'permitf Yes.

So, he legally, at that time, he was legally entitled

to carry a concealed weapon.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 109

Yes, he was, but he has threatened people with guns.
Okay. And on this day in particular, your son is
there and you just say, "I'm going to get some milk".
Because he was on the way out, too. You see, we
always tried to keep this from Killian. I never told
him nothing about the abuse. My daughter, what I call
my adopted daughter, she knows because she's seen the
abuse and my real daughter knows, because she's seen
the abuse. They were the oldest. We always tried to
shelter him from it.

Your son at the time was how old?

At what time?

When this occurred, how old was your son?

When this incident occurred?

When this incident occurred, how old was your son?
He's been in there two years, so eighteen, nineteen.
He was nineteen years old when this incident occurred
and you're telling me that in this small trailer, that
his father's cursing out his mother, thro&ing books
and lamps around and he doesn't go in there an check
on her?

MS. REEVES: Objection, Your Honor ---

He has.

MS. REEVES: --- she doesn't know what he knows or not

and it's already been asked and answered.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON ~ 110

But he did go ---

THE COURT: No, no, no.. Just one second. I overrule

the objection. Go ahead, please, sir.

o

- © =R o

O

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
So, at the end of all this, you still live there.
Correct?
Yes, sir.
You now have -a divorce.
Yes, sir.
Your daughter still lives. there.
Yes, sir.
And everything is just méving along nice and smooth.
Correct?
No. Everything is not moving along nice and smooth,
but we are working on it.
You're working on it. Okay.
MR.‘ANDERSON;M If I could have a moment, Your anor?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(Mr. Anderson speaks to the Defendant)
Now, in these pictures, I,ﬁant to‘be clear about these
guns that were found. They were found in the dfeéser,
correct? Under a fake piece of wood. Is that not
correct?
Yes.

And yoﬁ stated for the jury that is normally where he
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 111
would hide his guns.
A If he wanted to hide them.
Q So, it would not be unusual for when the police came,

for his guns to still be stored in the same spot they

were always were stored in ---

A No, he had a gun cabinet. He would only do that when

he had to.

Q . He would only do that when he had to. That's not what

you said before. You said he always kept his guns in

there ——-

A No, when he had to.

THE COURT: Just one second. Let's make sure we get

the parties straight. You ask the question, don't begin to

answer, if you don't mind, ma'am, until he finishes his

question and he will let you finish your question. He
w;n't interrupt you. Okay? Would you re-phrase the
question?
MR. ANDERSON: I apologize, Your Honor.
THE COURT: That's okay.
Q He would always store his guns under this dresser.
Yes or no.
A He hés done it two or three times. Yes.
Q Okay. So, my guestion would be, it would not be
unusual for any guns to be in this dresser? Not

unusual?
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Yes, it would, because he had a gun cabinet for that.
Okay. Where was the-gun,cabinet located?
Standing right next ﬁo the. dresser.
Is there a picture of the gun cabinet in any of these
photos that we can see?
"I'm not sure.
You have small children in the house. Did.you not?'
Yes, We had éur two small grandchildrgn.
Your two small grandchildren?
Uh-huh.
So, would you not agree with me that it would be
prudent for him to hide the guns so that your sﬁall
children wouldn't find them in such a small trailer?
No. He left the .gun on tﬁe night stand, sometimes on
the table.
So, you're saying he jus£ left guns out all the time?
Yes, he did.
Let me show you State's Exhibit #4. .Is that what you
are referring to as the gun cabinet?
Yes. That is the gun cabinet and it didn't have a
lock on it, the lock didn't work.
.The lock didn't work?
No.
Okay. So, that would make even more sense to hide the

guns so the kids couldn't get to them.’
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113
A (Shakes head)
MR. ANDERSON: I have no more questions at this time,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Redirect?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF MIRIAM LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES

Q Ms. Laureano, did you get a divorce based on physicél
abuse?
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. REEVES: Nothing further:

THE'COURT: Okay. You may step down. Thank you.
Would you call your next witness, please?

MS. REEVES: The State calls Rachel Moore.

THE COURT: Would you take your jury back to the jury
room a moment, please?

(Jury out at 2:27 p.m.)

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. It's my
understanding that Ms. Reeves plans to ask the next witness
again about this same firearm. We again renew our
objection, that there is no tie on this particular gun to
this crime. It's the same objection made before and I
think it's prejudicial to my client for her to keep
bringing this gun out and showing it and then the Court
keeps excluding it. I think it's prejudicial to him and

raises a question to the jury. I think we need a ruling on
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 139

pfoceed, Ms. Reeves?

MS. REEVES: * Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Hvonor )

THE COURT: WOuId you call your witness, please,
ma'am? |

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir. May it please the Court. The
State callé Rachei Moore.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Rachel
Moore testified as follows:) |

CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seét. Please state
your full name for the record and state’your last<name,

MS. MOORE: Rachel Michelle Moore. M-0-0O-R-E.

DIRECT EXAMINATION -OF RACHEL, MOORE BY MS. REEVES

Q Ms. Moore, how do you know the Defendant?

A He's my fathef.
And how old are you?
I'm twenty-five. -
And do you have any children?
Yes, ma'am. I -have a three-year-old and I have a
fivé—yeér—old. |

Q  And was there an incident that occurred betWeen your
‘mother and the Defendant on February 2, 20107

A Yes, ma'am. | |

Q And where were you living then?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 140
In my mother and father's home.
And where is that?
U -1y, South Carolina, 29642.
On this date, back in February, who was living there
as well?
It was me and my mother, my two kids, my father and my
brother.
And what, if anything, was going on between your
parents on that date?
They were arguing, as normal.
How did you know they were arguing?
You could hear them through the walls. We live in a
single wide mobile home and the walls are thin and so
you can hear, especially if you're in the living room
or kitchen area. 1It's hard to hear if you're in the
laundry room and have the washer and dryer on, but as
far as from the middle of the trailer to the kitchen,
you can hear everything.
And where had they been argquing, you said?
In their bedroom.
And from your position, what, if anything, did you
hear?
I heard them arguing. I heard thumps, like things
falling and later on I heard, closer to the end of it,

you could hear contact like when he pushes her.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 141

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I object to that.

THE COURT: Just one second. Madam Foreperson, I'm
going to ask?you.to go back to your jury room, please.

(Jury out at 9:41 a.m.)

THE COURT: Okay. State your objection, please, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: I think she's heading into some sort of
hearsay as to what she heard. ‘I just didn't want to get to
that point. It socndsAlike she was about to get into whét
words were said and she was about to say she heard more and
I just want to make sure we're clear that she can't say
what someone else said.

THE COURT: Well, that's not necessarily the case, is
it? It depends on who said it and under what circumstances
they said it and whether or not it's an exception to the
hearsay rule.

MR. ANDERéON: I understand.

THE COURT: Until I hear it, we don't know what the
issue is.

MR. ANDERSON: And that's the problem I have. I don'f
want to be prejudicial to my client and so I just want to
make- sure I know I have anAobjection in advance and make it
clear that what she's going to say, whether it's going to
be hearsay or not. I apologize. I didn't mean to
interrupt.

THE CQURT: That's okay and ‘I don't xnow what she's
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'

going to say and so there's no way I can give a ruling on

it at this time. I note your objection for the record, but

if it goes there you will just have to raise a new

objection.

CONT.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. I apologize._
THE COURT: All right. Are you ready to proceed?
MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Would ydu bring the jury in.

(Jury in at 9:43 a.m.)
THE COURT: All right, Ms. Reeves.
MS.{REEVES: Thank you, Judge.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES

Ms. Moore, if you could pick up. You were answering I
had asked what you had heard of what was going on in

that bedroom.

“Yeah, I heard bickering in the room and as I told you

earlier, I heard thumps like things falling to the
grqund. You could hear the brush of clothes, body
contact, like when he pushed her on the bed. He made
threats to her.

MR. ANDERSON: I object, Your Honor. Hearsay.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and Gentlemen, just be

patient with the process. This is the way it works. But

if you would go back to your jury room, please.

(Jury out at S:45 a.m.)
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MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, I'm going to object. That's

- hearsay and is an out-of-court statement used to prove

guilt or innocence of my client.

THE COURT: Well,‘just because it's a statement‘out of
court doesn't mean it's automaticaily hearsay or that it
falls under én exception. Do you not agree?

MR. ANDERSON: I agree with the fact that it's made by
someone other than her and an out-of-court statement used
to prove his guilt or innocence and I would argue that was
hearsay.

THE CCURT: All right. Ms. Reeves?

‘v,MS. REEVES: Judge, it was a statemeant made by the
Defendant and, of course,. it's made. during an argument so
it would be an excited utterance. She's not a witness, but
what she was hearing was threats. She didn't say that he

“was pointing a gun at her, which ultimately, is at issue.

She didn't say that. What she heard was what the Defendant

said.

MR. ANDERSON: I assume the next thiang --—-

THE COURT: Just one second.

MR. ANDERSON: All right. i apologize, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That's all right. I'm looking at Rule 803
and 803.2. It éays an excited utterance, which is one of

Ms. Reeves arguments, is a statement made relating to a

startling event or condition while declarant was under the
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 144
stress of excitement caused by the event or condition. Why
would it not fall under that exception to the hearsay rule?

MR. ANDERSON: Well, Your Honor, I think it's a
question of who was a party to the conversation. An
excited utterance that he made to Ms. Moore, then I think
it might come under that exception. This is something
she's overhearing supposedly through a wall and so I don't
think she's a party tc the conversatioq. -If she was a
party or present during the conversation, I think that
would be an excited utterance, but she wasn't a party to
it.

THE COURT: All right. I'm going to overruie your
objection. I note it for the record.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's bring the jury back in, please, sir.

(Jury in at 9:49 a.m.)
THE COURT: Ms. Reeves.
MS. REEVES: Thank you, Judge.

CONT. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES

o} Ms. Moore; you just testified that you heard threats
coming from your father. After hearing that, did you
call anyone for help?

A No. Not at that time, I didn't.

Q Why nét.

A This happened ---
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 145
Just talk about that day. Why did you not call for
help at that poiﬁﬁ?

I wasn't -sure my ﬁother,wanted to go through with all
this at that point in time.

And what, if anything, did you see on this day?

I saw him come out of the_room after the"argument. He

walked'past me in the living room, went out the door,

.sat on a chair on the front porch and I looked out the

window and he was on the phone with his brother. He
had her keys. I'm not sure if he had her phone or
not. I saw him come back into to the house after
talking to his brother and walked past me again and
walked to the bedroom door.and proceeded to push her
oﬁt of the way and then went in the room and closed
the door.

Did you see your Mom at that point?

Not after he pushed her back into the room and shut
the door. She did come.dut later. She had gotten her
keys back. She was supbosed to be going to get milk
and she wanted me‘to get my boy'é clothes from the
other room, get their shoes on and meet her at the
car.

And how did she appear to you?

She was unsettled. I could tell she was nervous. She

was walking faster than normal to get out of the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 146
house.
And did you leave with your mother in the cér?
Yes.
And where was your brother at that time?
My brother was in his bedroom and with a friend. We
thought he was supposed to be leaving with a friend.
And where did you go when you left?
When we left we went out to a gas station out near our
house and hid behind a church. That's where I called
911.
Why were you hiding?
We knew he would look for us.
Did your mother, at some point, tell you what happened
to her in the bedroom?
She ---
MR. ANDERSON: I object, Your Honor.
THE COURT: I sustain the objection.
Can you tell us whether she told you?
Yes, ma'am. She wanted me to know what happened as we
proceeded to go to the church.
And while she was telling you, how was she acting?
She was scared, nervous.
And at that point, what did she tell you what happened
to her?

MR. ANDERSON: Objection, Your Honor.
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. DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 147

THE COURT: I sustain the objection.

Did you understand that your brother had left the‘

" house when you did?

As far as I understood it, he was supposed to leave
with a friend of his and he ended up staying. He
didn't go. I knew this because I had called his
friend's cell phone to see if he had gétten out of the

house after I dialed 911 and his friend said that he

© didn't go with him. -

I'll stop you right there. Talk about just what you
remember. You understood he did not leave the house.
Is that right?

Exactly. Yes.

And does your father own many guns?

Yes.

What kinds? Do you remember?

He had two .9mm, a black and a silver. The black had
a laser scope on it. If I remember correctly, he had
two .357s, one longer, one shorter. He had at least
one .45 that I know of. A .44, a small .22, a pistol-
grip black shotgun. I can't really remember them all.
Okay. Did he keep them loaded? ”Do'yéu know?

Yes, ma'am. Every single one of themn.

And did he wear them, keep them on him?

Yes, ma'am. Every day.
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

81

]

>0 o 0O

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 148
How did he wear them?
He normally had one holster on his waistline.
Sometimes he would put one down in his boot. He
always had some kind of shoulder holster on, whether
it be _- he had two different kinds. One that he kept
a clip on one side and the éistol on the other and
then he had another that held two pistols.
I'm going to show you State's Exhibit #1. Could you
tell me what that is a picture of?
This is a picture of the front yard from the driveway.
And can you tell us what State's Exhibit #4 is?
Yes. That's the bedroom me and my kids were sharing.
And where was- that éositioned within the mobile home?
It was positioned right in front of the front door
when you walk in you're looking at the bedroom door.
It's positioned in the middle of the trailer righ£ by

the front door.

"And I'll show you State's Exhibit #9. Can you tell us

what that is a picture of?

This is a picture of a part of the living room and
kitchen. If you walk in the front door and walk to
ydur left, this is what you will see.

And is that where you stated you were when you could
hear this argument?

Yes, ma'am. I was right about here (indicating) when
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 149
I came out of my room. . |
And where were yéu standing when you could hear what
was going on?
I was standing right here (indicating)in front of
where the stove is.
I'll show you State's Exhibit #10. Does that show
more of what you are speaking of?
Yes, ma'am. This is where I stood. (Indicating) I
was standing here and I walked back and forth to make
sure my Mom was okay. I was real nervou;vand then so

that he wouldn't notice me, I would go back into my

‘room with my boys for a little while, but

periodically, I would come back and make sure my Mom
was okay.

And'I'm going to show you.State's Exhibit #20. Can
you tell us what that is a picture of?

This is a picture of the small portion of my father's
guns.

And ié -~

That's one of his shoulder holsters right there.

And Exhibit #19. Is that also the same?

Yes, ma'am.

And Exhibit #21, can you tell us whai that is?

This is a picture of my béother‘s futon that he had in
the back bedroom. If you go.in the front door all the
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 150
way to the right of the_trailer, that was my brother's
room. It's a pictufe of his mattress flipped over and
my Dad's black pistol-grip shotgun under the bed.

(Ms. Reeves publishes photogfaphs to the jury)
Ms. Moore, do you have a conviction for shoplifting on
your record?
Yes, ma'am. I do.
And when did that occur?
It was recently.
Can you tell us about that situation?
Yes, mé'am. It's embarrassing. I had a moment of
desperation. Funds have been low lately and it was
close to Christmas and I had spent every dime I had
doing side jobs on clothes for my kids and toys for
Christmas and I didn't have many winter clothes so I
got desperate and I did steal some jeans, but I didn't
try to run from them. I did stop and I gave them all
the stuff back and it was re-sold and I've paid a good
bit of my fine and it will be paid off here soon.
Does that have any bearing on what you've testified to
here today?
No. This was recent. It has nothing to do with this
case.
I ﬁave nothing further.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON 151

/

MR. ANDERSON: Thénk you, Your Honor.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

o

© - o

So, when your Dad lived there, everything like that
was taken care of. Right? He fed you?

Up until the last two or three yearé“ He was out of
work the last bit.

He bought you clothes? You didn't work while he was
there, did you?

I've always had side jobs.

Side jobs. ' But he supported you and your children?
Yes, he did.

He took care of you. Right?

Yes.

And isn't it true that the main reason your parents
were arguing is because he wanted you out. of the
house. 1Isn't that correct?

No. I mean, I was brought inté the conversation once
or twice.

He wanted you to get a job and you wouldn't do it.

I applied for jobs. I was applying for jobs. I just
didn't have a car.

He wanted you to stop hanging out with these people
you were hanging out with, these drug dealers and
stuff. - |

No.
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

85

CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON 152
That wasn't a part of the argument?

No. When I moved back into his home I was told I
couldn't be around certain people and I stayed away
from them. When I lived in his house when he was out
of jail, I was kept -- he watched every move I made.
There was no --

He wanted you to stay away from the drug dealers.
Right?

I guess I would have to ask you exactly what you are
asking me, because most of the people I knew were also
his friends.

Okay. Like your husband you had to get away from?
That's not a friend of my father's. No.

All right. Now, your father, he did a lot of jewelry
business. 1Isn't that correct? Over the years?

Yes.

And as a part of that business, he had a lot of
jewelry, petty cash.

Not neceséarily.

He dealt with jewelry. Would you agree with me on
that?

His business was to sell jewelry for other people.
Correct. And as a part of that, he had a concealed
weapons permit. Do you know what that is?

Yes. I know what that is.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON 153
So, that gave hih the ability to carry guns to protect
himself? . |

Not during this case, he didn't.

Well, let's just ask about a concealed -- you know
what a concealed weapons permit is.

Yeah, I know what that is.

It entitles a person to carry a gun on their person.
Correct?

When they have a concealed weapons permit, buf he
didn't ---

That's all I wanted to hear. And he had a number of

~guns in the house. Right?

Yes.

Now, February 2, 2010 when this event occurred, you
were in your bedroom when this supposedly all started?
Yes.

And where was your brother when this all started?

He was in his room with his friend.

And you never actually saw them arguing, you just -
heard it. 1Is that not correﬁt? Is that not what you
testified to?

I didn't see them arguing in their room,. I'd seen some
words pass as she left ---

Because their door was closed. Right?

For most of it. Yes.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON 154
So, you never once saw your father with a gun during
that.
ﬁo, I never saw him point the gun at her.
And you never, when he came out of this room and he
went out and made this phone call, he wasn't armed.
Was he?
I can't really answer that truthfully, sir, because he
always had one on his waist and in his boot, too,
SO... |
My question is, did you see a gun on your father wﬁen
he came out of his room and walked to the porch?
No.
You didn't see one. Okay.
MR. ANDERSON: I don't have any further questions of
witness. Thank you, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Redirect?
MS. REEVES: Your Honor, may we approach?
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

(Brief Bench Conference Off the Record)

THE COURT: Madam Forelady, I'm going to ask that you

take your jury to the jury room, please.

(Jury out at 10:04 a.m.)

THE COURT: All right. The issue that was raised to

" me by Ms. Reeves was her contention that you opened the

door by eliciting testimony that the Defendant did not have
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a concealed weapons permit and that opened the door as a

basis for his not hawving one was because he had a prior Cbv

conviction.

MR. ANDERSON: I understand,iYour Honor. I would
argue that's just bootstrapping his record. The argument
is, did he have a valid CWP at the time thié occurred.
Based on.that, she wants to come in and say, "Well,‘he had
a CDV and that's why he didn't have a valid CW?," but under
state law, criminal domestic violence, she's referring to'
Federal law, that says he could not possess a‘firearm. If
you iead under state law, there is no State statute that
says you can't have a CWP if ---

‘THE COURT: It-doesn't matter if it's State or Federal
if he doesn't havé one because he has this criminal
domestic violence charge. It doesn't matier whether it's
State or Federal. Does_it?.-

MR. ANDERSON: I understand, but the State of South
Carolina never revoked his CWP license. As far as_he's
concerned it's still valid. It would be just like if you
didn't have a valid driver's license and something happened

in the State of North Carolina and the State of South

‘Carolina never revokes your driver's license and no one

ever forwards that to South Carolina and revokes your
license, 'your license in South Carolina is still valid to

drive until it's revoked or suspended. His license, unless
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156
she has something that shows the State of South Carolina
sent him a letter or sent him some sort of notice of
suspension to his CWP, it's still a valid license.

THE COURT: Ms. Reeves?

MS. REEVES: Judge, I think the questioning was not
only did he have a valid CWP, but it was also, is he
legally allowed to have these guns. He asked her about how
he has these for his job and the overall questioning was,
he has these guns because he's allowed to have them and, in
fact, he does have a concealed weapons permit, so it's not
just is it wvalid, it's is he allowed to have these in
general and his prior conviction reads, "Pursuant to 18
U.S.C. §922, it is unlawful for a person convicted of the
statutes for CDV, criminal domestic violence, to ship,
transport, posséss, or receive a firearm or ammunition."

THE COURT: Let me look at that please. Have you seen
that?

MR. ANDERSON: I've seen that before, Your Honor, but
the problem I have with that ---

THE COURT: Just a minute.

(Ms. Reeves hands document to Judge McIntosh)

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Anderson, on the sentencing
sheet that was signed by Judge Maddox, on August 3, 2009,
in bold, it says pursuant to 18 U.S.C §922, it is unlawful

for a person convicted of a violation of §16-25-20 or
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§16-5-65 criminal domestic violence, to shié, tranéport,
possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition." If you look
up higher, the code section that he was pleading guilty to
with the recommendation was §16-25-65.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir. 1Is that signed by him?
(Looks at document) Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ' It appears to bear the Defendant's.
signature on here. |

MR. ANDERSON: I understénd, Your Honor.- The problem
I have with all that is, he's not charged with that sort of

gun charge. We are dealing with CDV high and aggravated.

A prior CDV is only prejudicial to him. We're not dealing

with a gun charge in this case. And:again, I would argue

that his license was never suspended. He explained to me

at some point that when he took that plea, and I don't know

if it's relevant or not, but his lawyer told him that his

CWP would not be suspended. However, it doesn't matter one
way or the other. If the State of South Carolina had sent
him a letter that he was suspended,'thenlhe would have
notice of it.

THE COURT: Hé's got notice on'this. This cléarly
gives him notige, bpt,let me say this: I believe that Ms.
Réeves has aZ;ight to;go into the fact that;he cannot
legally possess a firearm, but if you go into the basis for
it, i.e., thaf he had a prior‘CDV, I think that the
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES 158
probative value is outweighed by the prejudicial impact and
so I don't want you to get into the fact that he had this
prior CDV. Okéy? But I will allow you to go into the fact
that he could not legally possess a firearm. Okay?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor, and ---

THE COURT: Unless you open the door further or some
other matter happens. Okay?

MS. REEVES: Can I make sure my witness is clear on
that distinction?

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

IN CAMERA EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES

0 Ms. Moore, you understand that what the Judge's ruling
is? That when I ask you questions, please do not

refer to ‘any ‘prior conviction the Defendant has.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q But I inténd to ask you, was he allowed to carry or
have in his possession, weapons at that time. Just

limit your énswer without saying why.

A Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. Would you bring
the jury in, please, sir.
(Jury in at 10:11 a.m.)
THE COURT: Ms. Reeves.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MS. REEVES

Q Ms. Moore, I have one more question for you. At the
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON 159
time of this incidént‘occurred, was the Defendant
allowed to possess firearms?

A No, ma'am. Definitely not.
.MS. REEVES: Nothing else.
THE COURT: Re-cross?
MR. ANDERSON: Just briefly, Your Honor.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF RACHEL MOORE BY MR. ANDERSON

0 On February 2, 2010,.did you see your father point .a
gun at your mother?
A No.
MR. ANDERSON:' No more questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: May this witness be excused?
MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Mr. Anderson?
MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, ma'am, you may be
. excused. Would you call YOur next witness, please?
MS. REEVES: Yes, sir. The State calls Deputy Dustin
Williams.
(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Dustin
Williams testified as follows:)
CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat. Please state
your full name and spell your last.
DEPUTY WILLIAMS: Dustin Towers Williams.
. W-I-L-L~-I-A-M-S.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MS. REEVES 160

DIRECT EXAMINATION QF DEPUTY DUSTIN WILLTIAMS BY MS. REEVES

Deputy Williams, where do you work?

For the Anderson County Sheriff's Office.

And how long have you worked there?

Four years.

And what was your job with the Sheriff's office back
on February 2, 20107

I was assigned to road patrol.

And what were your general duties and responsibilities
on road patrol?

We answer calls for service, react to burglaries and
we also answer numerous domestic calls.

And on that date, did you meet a woman named Miriam
Laureano? |

I did.

And where did you meet her?

I was dispatched out to, actually I had to locate her.
It took a while. She was behind a church on Three and
Twenty Road, the Church of Christ.

And was anyone else with you at that time?

At that time, I was by myself. Another deputy, Tony
Digirolamo showed up later.

And was anyone else with Ms. Laureano in that car?
Yes. Her daughter and her daﬁghter's two kids.

And approximately what time did you find her?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MS, REEVES 161
About 5:20 in £heAafternoon. V
And how did Ms. Laureano appear when you saw her?
To give a simple description; terrified, fearful.

What, if anything, did she tell yoﬁ had happened?

- She explained she had been in an altercation that had

turned physical in her residence and it resulted in a
gun being pointed in her face.

Did she give you some details about that?

. She did. She provided a written statement at that

time.

And wha£ did she say? Well, when she told you what
happened, what did she tell you abodt it?

That she had been in an altercation that resulted in
her being pushed. She ended up hitting her back on a
bedpost. She was also slapped twice during the
incident and a gun was also pointed in her face that
she referred té as being cocked, he was cocking it
while doing it, while pointing it at her face.

And did you see any injuries on this woman?

Well, I didn't see any injuries. It might have
something to do with her complexidn, buf I didn't see
any at that time.

After speaking with her, what did you do?

While speaking with her, I knew the suspect was

possibly still at the address and so I wanted to go
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MS. REEVES 162
get his side of the story and also there was concern
expressed about the son possibly being in the
residence. They didn't know at the time. They had
been trying to get in touch with him, so I did respond
out to the residence.

And where was that?

|

And is that in Anderson County?

It is in Anderson County.

And was there a question in your mind as to the son's
safety and your safety?

Absolutely. Any time there's a gun involved, there is
a safety iSSue and domestic issues are known to be
violent and so I made a tactical approach to the
residence.

And what does that mean?

What I éonsider a tactical approach is, by then it had
gotten dark outside and so I cut off my headlights. 1
stopped a way away from the actual incident location
and walked up on foot with another deputy. We
approached and made sure we had covering in casé there
was someone with a gun and they did shoot at us, it
would be a little bit safer. 1 approached the front
door and I never got on the porch at any time. If I

do get up on the porch, I stand to the side of the
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MS. REEVES 163
door so I'm nét in front of the dodr in case somebne
would‘shodt through it and so I stayed at the side of
the porch and I was éble to reach up and_knock on the
door, which was ajar. As I knocked, the dobr7came
open.

And what did you notice insidé'the,hoﬁse?

Inside the house, the main room I could see in was

dark. On the back left, there was a hallway and there

was a light on in that hallway.

Did you announce your presence other than knocking?
I did. I knocked, I called for Mr. Laureano and tocld
him who I was and asked him to come out and speak with

me. There was no response. I did that several times.

- After there was no response, after a period of time, I

N

backed away and we called additional units..
Anything further happen in the house? Did the door
stay open?

While we were waiting for additional units the light

. actually went out in the house and the door was

closed. When my sergeant arrived on scene, hé"
utilized the P.A. system, the public address, to
attempt to get Mr. Laureano to come out and there Was
another attempt to contact him.
And was there any response?

No, ma'am.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MS. REEVES le4
And so you said you backed away and your sergeant
tried to contact him with no response. What happened
after that?

I believe the determination was made to bring in the
S.W.A.T. team because of the fact we probably had a
barricaded suspect, so the S.W.A.T. team did respond,
they met up and after the S.W.A.T. team took over the
perimeter, because originally, I was on the perimeter,
I pulled back and went aﬁd met with the magistrate
judge.

For what purpose?

To obtain a warrant for a CDV high and aggravated. I
had to present facts that I had gotten from the
victim, the statements aﬁd also the actions at the
house and I presented that to the magistrate Jjudge in
reference to obtaining a warrant.

I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit #2 and ask if you recognize that. _
Absolutely.

And what is that?

That is the front porch. That's (indicating) where I
stool right next to the porch and knocked on the door.
And you are pointing to the right of the front door.
Is that correct?

Yes. To the right of the front door right here.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMIN A"ﬁON OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MR. ANDERSON 165
I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit #9. Can youAtell me what that is?

That's the interior of the héuse;

And would that have been the direction that you were
looking when the door was open?

I believe so and the light would be on in the badk
hall or there was light coming from the back hallway.
It could have beén in the hallway or from another

room.

(Ms. Reeves holds photographs up in front of the jury)

MS. REEVES: I have nothing further.
THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF DEPUTY DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

A

o ¥ O P O

Officer, you didn't see this event occur, did you?
No, sir.

But when you met with Ms. Laureano, she didn't‘have
any physical injuries that you observed?

Not that I observed, just her demeanor, being
terrified;

She told you she had been slapped in the face twice?
Yes, sir. She did.

You didn't see any marks from that, did you?

No, sir. I didn't.

Did she show you her back where she had gotten bruised

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MR. ANDERSON 166

or anything like that?

No, sir.

Can you show me again where you were standing by the
front door? (Hands witness a photograph)

Sure. (Witness holds up photograph and indicates)
Right here next to the porch.

Off the porch, though?

Yes, sir.

All right. Thank you.

COURT REPORTER: What exhibit is that?

MR. ANDERSON: I apologize. State's Exhibit #2.
COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

Now, when you arrived and knocked, at that point you
didn't have any sort of warrant. 1Is that correct?
No, sir. 1 didn't leave the house.

Did you announce why you were there or just that you
were there?

I asked him to come out and speak with me about the
incident that occurred at the residence. ' It wasn't
forcefully or anything-like that. It was just, "Mr.
Laureano, this is Deputy Williams of the Sheriff's
office. Come out here and talk to me about this."
And you received no response whatsoever?

No, sir.

And then the door closed shortly thereafter?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




100

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

.18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

b

0 b= o

e

CROSS EXAMINATION OF DUSTIN WILLIAMS BY MR. ANDERSON 167
And the light went out. Yes, sir.

Now, at some point earlier, Ms..Laureano said she was
told thefelﬁas a shootout.  There was never any sort
of shootQut, was there?

Not to my knowledge.

No one fired any guns?-

Not to my knowledge.

Nobody pointed a gun at you?

No, sir. I don't believe a éhootout occurred, but I
don't know that I can testify to that becéuse once the
S.W.A.T. team set up around the perimeter, I left the
residence.

Bﬁt you aren't aware that a shootout ocgurred.

I;m not awaré that a shootQut occurred.

And nobody ever threatened you or pointed a gun at you
or did anything to you while you were there?

No,. sir.

Now, as Ms. Laureano was describing the events that
cauéed you to be there, did éhe deséribe the gun that
was pointed at her?

The only description I received was she said it was a
revolver. |
Nothing further than that?

Not to my knowledge.

-~ All right. Thank you.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES le8

MR. ANDERSON: That's all the questions I have.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MS. REEVES: No, sir.

THE COURT: May this officer be excused?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Would you call your next
witness, please.

MS. REEVES: The State calls Investigator Todd Caron.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Todd
Caron testified as follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat. If you would,
please state your full name for the record and spell your
last name.

INVESTIGATOR TODD CARON: Todd Caron, C-A-R-0O-N.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES

Q Investigator Caron, where do you work?
A At the Anderson County Sheriff's office.

Q And how long have you been employed there?

A Sixteen years.
And what is your current position?
I'm a forensic investigator.
Q And what does fhat mean?
A We respond to crime scenes, collect evidence, take
photographs, anything as far as collecting evidence.
Q In the Sheriff's office, do you have any other
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DiRECT EXAMNAHON OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES - 169
positions?
I do. I'm a volunteer on the S.W.A.T. team as a
hostage negotiator.
And what does S.W.A.T. mean?
S.W.A.T. is Special Weapons and Tactics Team is what
it stands for. We respond to any emergency situation
that is a little bit '‘above what road.deppties handle.

And were you on the S.W.A.T. team back in February of

- 20107

Yes, ma'am.

And what are your general responsibilities as a
negotiator? |

‘Wé respond to a scene where a suspect. may be
barricaded or have hoétages in a location and I
attempt to talk them out.

And have you received any training for this?
Yes. *

How much?

Probably about three 40-hour classes. One may have

been a 30-hour class.

And on February 2, 2010, did you respond as a

negotiator to the situation at -_

Yes.
And what was your understanding of the situation when

you arrived?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES 170
That a subject had barricaded himself in the house and
had his son in the house and it wasn't known whether
his son was there voluntarily or not.

Any knowledge about weapons in the home?

Yes. The information that I was given was that there
were weapons.

And how, as a negotiator, how were you trained to
handle the situation?

We try to make contact with the subject in the home
and try to build a rapport with him and try to talk
him out through a peaceful resolution so the S.W.A.T.
team doesn't have to take any action or, you know, to
make sure nobody gets hurt.

And what did you do, if anything, upon arrival at this
home?

First, I spoke with Ms. Laureano just to get Mr.
Laureano's information, any weapons in the home, her
son's information, trying to get intel before I even
made the phone call into the residence.

What is the job of the other S.W.A.T. team members?
They would set up a perimeter, evacuating any
neighbors that might need to leave because it was a
probable weapon situation, evacuating any neighbors,
relieved the road patrol deputies that were maybe

watching the back door, front door.
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DIREC’iT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES 171
And do you remember where this mobile home was
ﬁositioned, hpw close tts ﬁeighbors.were in proaimity?
To be.quite honest, no. It's not my responsibility to
get that close to thé house. I'm not equipped with

the same equipment as some of the entry guys.

" What is your objective, overall, as a S.W.A.T. team?

Try to get a peaceful resolution, to get whoever we're
dealing with to come out ofbthe house without anybody
getting hutt,lbe it the'subject or any of our guys.
Wouldn't it just be eaSier‘to anter the home and take
him out?

It wou;d, but if I'm not mistakeﬁ, the statistics are
about 70% that if an entry it made, somebody is
gettihg.hurt; be it the subject‘or a S;W.A.T. member
so it's always better to try to talk them out than
going in and getting them.

So, after sbeaking to Ms. Laureano, what did you.do
next? | |

I obtained a cell phone number for Mr. Laureano and
made a phone call to that phone.

And'Qho did you speak with, if anyone?

Killian answeted the phone first, the son. I spoke to
him and I learned throudh that conversation that he
was there voluntarily and not being held‘against his

will.
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'DIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES 172
And after speaking with Killian, who, if anyone, did
you speak with next?

I spoke with Mr. Laureano.

And what did he say?

He advised me that they did have a verbal altercation
but nothing physical happened. He stated that at one
point he did have her keys because she was so
ehotional he didn't want her to drive.

And did anyone leave the residence?

After about an hour-and-a-half, after speaking with
Killian and Mr. Laureano, Killian did come out.

And did the Defendant eventually come out?

Yes, gfter a couple more hours of speaking with him.
We had to, his brother had to add some minutes. His
brother was in New Yorkrand he was on and off the
phone with him, in addition, while he was talking to
me. His brother had to add some minutes to his phone
and after a couple more hours he did come out on his
own.

And during those hours of negotiation, what else was
transpiring?

As far as conversation?

Yes.

Just trying to talk him into coming out. At one point

I was asked to call his brother and speak with him. I
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON B¥ MR. ANDERSON : 173
.called his bréther‘in New York and spoke with him.
It's typical, when I needed my cell phone most,/it
died, the battgry died, so we switched.to a mobile
commahd post phone and‘continued the.conversation from
there.

And what time did this situation eventually get
resolved?.

If I'm not mistaken, it was close to midnight, 11:37,
somewhere around there.

MS. REEVES: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

A

LONE S oX: -

So, you were there during the whole episode?

‘Not the initial. After the S.W.A.T. team was

~
notified, I left about ten minutes after that.

Was there any kind of‘shootout or anything?

No, not while I was pregent.A No, sir.

Did you ever see anyone inside the mobile home
threatening anybody with a gun, stick a gun out a
window? |

I never ‘set foot‘on the property.

No shots fired?

No, sir.

v

Were there any threats conveyed either by phone or

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES 174
orally out the trailer?
No, sir.
And you spoke with Killian, the son.
Yes, sir.
He wasn't being held hostage, nobody barricaded in
there or anything.
Well ---
Obviously, the door was shut.
I can't speak for the condition of the mobile home.
As I said, it was dark, I never got that close.
You never entered the mobile home?
No, sir. No, sir. When he came out, he asked if he
could surrender to me and I told him I wéuld Be at the
end of the driveway.
So, that was peacefully done with no problems?
Yes, sir. He came out with his hands up, his cell
phone in his hands. He cooperated with the S.W.A.T.
team.
MR. ANDERSON: No more questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Redirect?

MS. REEVES: Just briefly, Judge.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS. REEVES

Q

Investigator Caron, can you describe what the scene
would have looked like to the neighbors being
evacuated?
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. REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MS REEVES 175
MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I object. |

THE COURT: What was it?

MR. ANDERSON: I don't think that's a proper redirect:
THE COURT: What it looked like to the neighbors?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I sustain the objection.

MS. REEVES: Judge, he was asking about, you know,
shootout, and I'm just trying to qlarify that to see
the sceﬁe looked like.

THE COURT: Well, he can't answer what the neighbors

would have seen. They can answer that.

MS. REEVES: All right.

Investigator Caron, can you tell us how many vehicles
you had on séene or what S.W.A.T. team members.would
have arrived in?

The S.W.A.T. team has armored vehicles. They look é
lot like the vehicles companies use to collect money.
We had two of those and to be honest I don't kﬁow if
we had one at the time, but I'm pretty sure we had the
othef one. We had at least one show up and I think
there were about 45 members of the S.W.A.T. team.
There would haye been a lot of them.

And how did they position themselves around the home?
They try to use cover. They try to hide stuff that

will stop a bullet, basically. Concealment, they are
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MR. ANDERSON 176
just hiding behind something that will stop a bullet.
MS. REEVES: Nothing fufther, Your Honor.

MR. ANDERSON: Briefly, Your Honor.

RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

A

So, basically, if you are inside that trailer and you
look out that window you are going to see a whole lot
of guys with guns, will YOu not?

That's not their objective. Their objective is not to
be seen. It's against negotiations. They are going
to be hiding. They are going to be in positions where
.they can respond quickly if they need to. They are
not going to be visibly pointing a weapon at the
window. As someone speaking with someone and
negotiating, I want try to resolve this peacefully and
don't need someone looking down the barrel of fifty
guns.

Sure,-but they were all the way around the house.

They are certainly out there with weapons but they do
not try to make themselves visible. |
There are cars all the way around?

Patrol cars, yes.

So, if I'm sitting inside, I can pretty much figure
that if I come storming out that door, somebody is
going to shoot me. Correct?

If you come storming out with a weapon, absolutely.
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RE-CROSS EXAMINATION OF TODD CARON BY MR. ANDERSON 177

Q Somebody's going to shoot me.

A Well, depending on how you are displaying that weapon.

I can't speak tq whether they're going to shoot or

not:

MR. ANDERSON: \yothing else.

THE COURT: Can this officer be excused?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honqr.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, gould we take about a five
minute break?' I ﬁeed to contact someone.

THE COURT: All right. . Ladies and Gentlemen, you've
been in and out of this room this morning, but let's go
ahead and take an early morning break. Make yourself
comfortable. If you need anything, let Mr. Frasier know
and he'll make sure you have it. -We'll be about fifteén
minutes.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(Jury out at 10:43)
(Morning Break)
THE COURT: Are you ready?
MS. REEVES: I am, Judge.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MS. REEVES 178
THE COURT: Would you bring the jury in, please, sir.
(Jury in at 10:57 a.m.)

THE COURT: Ms. Reeves, call your next witness,

please.

' MS. REEVES: Thank you, Judge. The State calls

Investigator Michael Collins.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Michael

Collins tesfified as follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: - Please have a seat. If you would,

state your full name for the record and spell your last.

INVESTIGATOR COLLINS: James Michael Collins.

C-0-L-L-I-N-S.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MS. REEVES

Q

A

PO

10

e

Investigéﬁor Collins, where do you work?

I work at the Anderson County Sheriff's office.

And how long have you worked there?

I've worked there for six years.

And what is your current position?

I am_an investigator with the investigations division.
And was that your position back on February 2, 20107
Yes, ma'am. It was.

And what were your duties and responsibilities as an
investigator?

As an investigator we primarily pick up where the road

patrol, uniformed patrol, leaves off the case. We
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MS. REEVES 179
investiéate burglafies, assault and batteries,
aggravated assault and batteries, property crimes,
stuff like that.

Did you respond to a situatioﬁ at T
on that date?

Yes, ma'am. I did.
And did you get a search warrant for that residencé?
Yes, ma'am. i did. |
What were you looking for?

I believe the search warrant states we were looking
for-firearms-and.related items such as magazines or
clips, ammunition, holsters, things like that.
Aﬁd what, if anything;,was recovered during the
search?

During the search wéarecovered one shotgqgun and I
believe it was four handguns.
Anything elsé? Ammunition or ---

Yes. Also, various types of ammunition, some

holsters, some magazine clips and I believe that was

“about it.

And where were these items found?
The shotgun was found underneath a futon in a bedroom

to the far right of the trailer and the handguns were

. actually found underneath the. bottom panel of a

dresser. You had to pull the dresser out, remove the

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

113

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MS. REEVES 180
panel and the guns were actually underneath that
dresser. We had difficulty finding the guns. We
didn't find them on our initial search and so we
actually had to call the victim and she came in and
showed us where he normally kept the guns and also
said, "They might be doWn there".

And let me show you soﬁe pictures. Let me show you
State's Exhibit Nos. 20, 19, 21 and can you tell me
what these are photos of.

This is a photo of the guns we found under the dresser
under the bottom panel. The one with the holsters,
they were in. This is one also and this is the
shotgun we found underneath the futon in the bedroom
to the right of the trailer.

I want to show you State's Exhibit Nos. 16, 17 and 18.
Is this the dresser and panel that you are referring
to?

Yes, ma'am. This is the dresser miésing the bottom
panel. We removed it to actually locate the firearms.
This is actually one that shows where you had to pull
the ﬁanel up and the firearms were underneath the
panel.

And did you locate a .357 black revolver during your
search?

We did locate a .357, but I'm not sure if it was a
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MR. ANDERSON 181

black one or a silver one, but we did locate one in
the initial search.

MS. REEVES: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MR. ANDERSON

Q

o

- o)

It wasn't your job to investigate the case, just to
get the search warrant?.

I was initially contacted because I was on call and on
call meané I was working the night shift, basically,
and whenAthe officer contacted his supervisor, his
supervisor contacted me and advised me of the
situation and I responded.

So, it was your case at that point?‘

It wasn't my case at that point. I was called in to
assisf andAobtain a search warrant. load officers
donft normally do that and I had access to a computer
and all that stuff and I was able to cdo it better.

Let me be a little mdre specific, you didn't interview
any of the witnesses.in this case?

I did talk with the victim, Miriam.

Did you interview Killian?

I did not.

Dia you interview any neighbors?

I did not.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF MICHAEL COLLINS BY MR. ANDERSON 182

Did yoﬁ attempt to interview Mr. Laureano?

I did attempt to interview Mr. Laureano after the
entire standoff was over. I did meet with him at the
Anderson County Sheriff's office and I asked to épeak
with him and he said he wanted to talk to his lawyer
first and at that point the interview was terminated.
So, he exercised his right, his constitutional right,
not to speak?

Yes, he did.

All right. ©Now, did you take photos all through the
house?

I did take those photos.

Let me show you Exhibit #20. Is that a photo of the
guns you found in the house?

Yes.

Okay. Is there a black .357 in that photo?

No, sir. There's not.

Did you ever see a busted up lamp while you were in
there? Do you remember?

I reaily don't recall at this point. When we were
doing the search of the residence, there was myself,
my partner and there may have been another
investigator. I know the forensics were there énd we
kind of divided the house.

MR. ANDERSON: That's all the questions I have, Your
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163
Honof. Thank you.
“THE COURT: Any redirect?’

MS. REEVES: Nothing further, Judge.

THE COURT: -Méy this officer be excused?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes; Your Honor. |

MS. REEVES: ' Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank You, sir. YOU are excused. Call:
yoﬁr next witness, please.

MS. REEVES: Judge, the State rests.

THE COURT: Madam Forelady, Ladiés and Gentlemen of
the jury, the State rests its case; That means I need to
take up several administrative matters at this time. It
will probably take a few minutes and so if you will go back
to Your jury rom, relax, and We'll call you back when we
can.

(Jury out at 11:05 a.m.)

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson, any motions?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. At this time we
would move before the Court a directed verdict motion of
not guilty in'.this case. The Defendant in this case hés

been indicted for criminal domestic¢ violence of a high ana

.aggravated nature under statute 16-25-65. Under 16-25-65,

an assault involves the use of a deadly weapon or results
in serious bodily injury to the victim and clearly there

was no injury. The officer testified he didn't see any

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

117

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 198

MR. LAUREANO: I understand.

THE COURT: Once you take the stand, you wili have
waived that.

MR. LAUREANO: No problem, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that your witness?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir. That's our witness.

THE COURT: Are we ready to proceed?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Would you bring the jury in, please.

(Jury in at 11:54 a.m.)

THE-COURT: All right, Mr. Anderson, do you wish to
call any witnesses?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. We call Killian
Laureano.

(After being duly sworn by the Clerk of Court, Killian
Laureano testified as follows:)

CLERK OF COURT: Please have a seat right there. 1If
you would, please, state your full name for the record and
spell your last name.

MR. LAUREANO: Killian Laureano. Killian William
Laureano. L-A-U-R-E-A-N-O.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor. May if please
the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 199
Killian, you doiﬁg all right today?
Yes, .sir.
Can you tell the jury how you are related to William
Laﬁreano.
He's my father.
He's your father?
Yes, sir.
How old are you?
Twenty-one years old.
And ére you married?
Am I married? No, sir.
Any children?
Yes, sir. - I have one daughter.
And how old is'your daughfér?
She is five months old.
Congratulations.
Thank you.
Where do you live now?
I livé with two roomﬁates in Easley.
So, you no longer reside at L ]
No, sir. N
When did you move from Shenandoah?
Approximately, a year ago.
All right. And is there a reason why you left -

- Shenandocah?

.THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 200

It was just my time. Family issues.

Okay. Let's go back. \I want to talk about the
specific event first and then we will talk about some -
other things, but do you remember February 2, 20102
Was that the day my father was arrested?

Yes. Do you remember that day?

Yes.

What were you doing that day?

I was sitting in my room with cne of my friends at the
time.

Okay. And were you at home all day long?

Yes, sir.

Did you ever go anywhere ---

No, sir.

--- prior to the stuff that happened?

No, sir. I was there all day.

And who else was there that day?

My mother and father, sister and her two sons and my
friend that was with me.

And did your father go anywhere prior to the event?
No, sir.

So, he was home all day long.

Yes, sir.

And did you see him that day?

Off and on. Every once in a while we would see each
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 201

other in the kitchen. Usﬁally, we both stayed in our
own room..

What was his demeanor that day?

I guess I would just say normal.

T mean, did he seem mad at’you or anything?

No, sir. I mean, through the time frame that all that
stuff was happening it was pretty much a little
tension in the house. I mean, it wasn't completely
happy, but it was fine.

You felt there was some tension. Whait was going on
that was causing some. tension?

There was just bad problems, arguments between my
mother and father and I guess, possibly, my father and
my sister. I guess that's all.

All right, sir.. ‘So, -on that particuiar day iﬁ
question —-- let me back up a second. How big is this
’trailer, this mobile home that y'all lived in?

I'd say around 50 or 70 feet_long and maybe'20 féet
wide.

Okay. And wher; did you normally sleep?

On the opposite side from my parents.
Speak up just a little bit louder.

Yes, sir. |

MR. ANDERSON: Can everybody hear him okay? .

(Jurors nod heads)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 202

So, the opposite end?

Yes, sir.

Now, would you say that was a small trailer or a big
trailer?

I'd say small or average.

Small to average?

Yes, sir.

Well, have you ever heard your parents argue in that
trailer?

Yes, sir.

You have heard them argue in the past.

Yes, sir.

Did you hear any argument that particular day?

I can't say for sure. That day, I don't remember too
much.

Did you hear any noise like something crashing or
hitting the floor or anything?

Well, if there was a crash, it was usually my nephews
playing around. They were very young at the time and
it's what children do.

Did you hear anything breaking or shattering or
anything like that?

No, sir.

And so on this particular day, did you see your

mother?
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A Yes, sir.
0 And how many times or when did you see your Mother?
A I guess I would probably get up every once and awhile

and grab something to drink or eat and I'd see her.

THE COURT: Just oné sécond. Would you speak up,
please, sir?

MR. LAUREANO: Yes, sir. I'm sorry.

A I guess I saw my mother an average amount of time for
someone: who lives together and sees each other times
throughout the aay.

Q Did she ever seem upset or scared to you?

A Not more than usual.‘ I wouldn't say scared, but

obviously, everyone was upset due to the arguments

going on around that time.

Q Was she crying-?
A No, sir. Not that I saw.
o) Did you ever feel like there was anything going on

that you needed to interfere with?

A No, sir. I tried to help my parents in their
relationship at times, but it was kind of like, yoﬁ
know, you canft really fix someone's relationship for
them. That's about all I can say there.

Q So, you didn't see any sort of argument in your
parent's home that particular day. Did you see them

argue or fight?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 204

No, sir.

Did you see a physical altercation?

No, sir. ‘

Did you héar any kind of physical argument?

No, sir.

Did you see your father with a weapon that day?

No, sir.

On that particular day, do you remember when your
mother left the house?

Yes, sir. I can't remember the exact time, but it was
mid-afternoon sometime. She.just told me her and my
sister and my nephews were going to the grocery store
down the street and they'd be right back.

So, they actually talked to you before they left?
Yes, sir.

Where were you when that took place?

I was in my room. She could see into my room from the
hallway where the front door was.

Was your friend still there?

Yes, sir. He was still there at that time. He left
about fifteen minutes after they departed.

And did you at any time ever tell your mother or your
sister that you were leaving with your friend?

I can't answer that. I can't remember honestly. I'm

pretty sure I don't think so,. but...
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 205
But you didn't leave at the same timé they leff or
atteﬁpt to leave at the same time they left?

No, sir. |

So, when your mother came in aﬁd sald she was goiné to
the grocery store, dia she seem upset?

No, sir.

Did she tell you anything was wrong?

No, sir.

'Did she ask you to leave with her?

No, sir.

Did you have any.concerns that she was in any danger
when she left? |

No, sir.

But you definifely talked to her when she left.

‘Yes, sir.

All right. At what point did you realize that
something-sﬁrange was going on?

Well, the grocery store that they went to was maybe
three or miles up the roéd and it was about two or
three hours later that I realized something was wrong
because they should have been back at the time.
Right. So, 'about what time of day? Was it getting
dark‘ﬁhen; was there light?

‘I'd say.it was right around five or six. I jusf —=-
And this is February, right? |
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 206

Yes.

It gets dark a little earlier?

Yes, sir. I was about an hour or so 'till about
getting dark. It wasn't quite dark yet.

Had they called you or anything at that point?

No, sir.

What happened to you next?

Two Anderson County Officers pulled up in the driveway
in one squad car.

You saw them out the window, or what?

Yes, sir.

And then what happened?

Well, I thought they were there for me, so I went and
told my Dad just to let him know and he said, "No -~--
Just a second, where was he at the time?

He was in his room watching T.V.

So, go ahead. I'm sorry.

And I told him that they possibly were there for me
and he said, "No, they are probably here for me," and
we went on with that for a couple of minutes and then
from that point on the officers walked up to the front
door and I can't remember if they knocked or not, but
I know they walked to the front door and they walked
out to the driveway and apparently they were

conversating with the neighbors and they proceeded to
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 207

leave and come back later.

So, they actually left and came back?
Yes, sir.

As far as you know.

Yes, sir.

How many came back?

!

At first, it was just the one car that came the first

 time and then there was just more and more after that.

It changed from cars to trucks. I guess it was the
tactical team or...

The S.W.A.T. team?

Yes, sir.

Let me ask you this: Why didn't you just come out the
door? | |

Well, if they were there for my father and he was
going to be taken away, I wanted to spend a little
‘time with him before he was gone.

So, about how long were you inside the house?

Quite a few hours I would say. It went on through the
night. |

Did you, at some point, get some phone callé?.

What was that?

At some point, did yoﬁ get a phone call?

Yes, sir. At first, I believe I got & phone call from

my friend about my mother and my sister had called and
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 208

told him to contact me and let me know what was going
on and that I was okay and then an officer called me
and asked if I was being held hostage and I told him
no and then I asked the officér if I had to come out
and he said, "No, you don't have to come out right at
this time," and so I stayed a little bit longer.

And did you ever, I mean, weré there ever any threats?
Did anything change between the officers and you or
the officers and your father?

No, sir. I wouldn't say threats. The only thing I
heard from the officers is that they could
accidentally possibly burn down the house with a flash
hand grenade, but I'm not sure that was a threat. It
was Jjust what they had to do, they thought.

Sure. And at any time, did you see your father with a
gun during this part of it?

No, sir.

Let me ask you, was there ever any kind of shootout or
anything?

No, sir.

No?

No, sir.

So, eventually, y'all came out?

Yes, sir.

Now, did you see your mother after all this occurred?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 209

Well{ an officer called me and told me that it was
time for me to come out and so I did and they checked
me for weapons jusf to make sure. They took me down
to a detecfive who asked me questions and my $other
was standing in the driveway near the detective's car
where I was sitting.

Did she seem upset?

Yes, sir.
She did?
Yes, sir.

And did you speak with her after that?
I think there might have been a few brief words, but
the officers were kind of talking and trying to figure

everything out at that time.

" All right. Did they ask you questions about what had

just occurred?

About what?

.About what had just occurred?

Yes, sir. They were asking me if my father had any
intent to harm anyone or if he was going to harm
himself or.if I was being held hostage.

What was your answer to all thét?

No.

Did you see any marks or anything on your mother?

No, sir.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 210

Any bruises or anything like fhat?

No, sir.

Did you see her the next day?

Yes, sir. I'm sure I did.

Did you go back home?

Yes, sir. Well, I don't think I left home. We waited
for all that to finish and ---

Went back inside?-

Yes, sir.

And at that time did you see any marks or ---

No, sir.

-—- bruises or anything like that?

No, sir.

And did you see any =-- when you went in to see your
dad in the bedroom, did you see anything broken or
anything out of the ordinary?

No, sir.

I'm talking about the time before the police arrived.
Yes, sir. I understand. No, I didn't see anything
out of place.

Now, have you spoken to your mother sinéeithis
incident occurred?

Yes.

In your mind, do you have a reason why she said your
father pointed a gun at her? |
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 211

MS. REEVES: Objection, Your Honor. He can't

~ speculate.

THE COURT: . Sustain the objection.

Do you think yoﬁr father would have pointed a gun ---
No, sir. I -—-

MS. REEVES: Objectibn, Your Honor. 3Same reason.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. ANDERSON: I was just asking his opinion if he

thought his father ---

@) 0 =
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'THE COURT: I sustain the objection.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

Now, has your father ever pointed a gun at you?

No, sir.

So, you testified earlier that you kind of tried to
help your parents get along.

Yes, sir.

Were they having troubles?

Yeé, sir.

Who owned the house that y‘all‘lived in?

I'm not sure. I believe i£'s in my mother's name, but
my father was the breadwinner at the time.

Had he ever asked you to get out of the-house?

No, sir.

He never asked you to leave?

No, sir.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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DIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON
What about your sister? Did they get along?
I can't say that they did.
You can't say that they did?
Yes, sir. I don't believe they did.

Would he have asked her to leave?

212

No, sir. Well, I don't think he asked her to leave,

because he allowed her to move back in after her

marriage was ended, I guess.

MR. ANDERSON: I'd ask for just a moment, YOUR Honor.

.THE COURT: Yes, sir.
(Mr. Anderson speaks to the Defendant)
Let me ask you, do you know where your mother lives
now?
I believe the same place, |G
Okay. She live there by herself or what?
With my sister and her two children.
Does she have a boyfriend or anything?
MS. REEVES: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Sustained.
Are you aware that your parents got divorced?
Yes, sir. .
Did your mother ever talk to you about that?

No, sir. Well, I mean, we talked about it, but I

can't really recall anything. I Jjust know we talked

about it.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 213
All right.

MR. ANDERSON: . That's all the questions I have at this

time, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

CROSS EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANQ BY M3. REEVES

Q

LONEE S © -

‘Mr. Laureano, your mom stuck up for you and Rachel.
Is that true?

Yes, ma'am.

And during this, during this situation, you said you
were in your room with your friend. Is that right?
Yes, ma'am.

And were you and your friend smoking marijuana at that

Stime?

Yes, ma'amn.

And were you doing that throughout the day?

No, ma'am. It was ﬁust for the time being.

So,lthe time thaf you were in there, at some point,
you were smoking marijuana with your friend?

Yes, ma'am.

And you said that you ﬁad heard arguments between your
dad and your mom. Ié that right?

Not that day.

But you had before in the past.‘ Is that right-?

Yes.
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CROSS EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MS. REEVES 214
And you kind of always heard your dad arguing with
your mom. Is that correct?

YES.

And would you say that your Mom kept it from you?

Yes, ma'am.

During this standoff with the officers outside, you
and your Dad were inside smoking marijuana. Is that
right?

Yes, ma'am.

And were you drinking alcohol?

No.

Was he drinking alcohol?

Yes, ma'am. He drank a little.

Were you trying to get him to leave the house?

Not at the time. AT the beginning when it all started
I was mostly trying to calm him down It was kind of a
stressful time.

Would you say, eventually, were you try;péﬁto get him

s
/

to leave the house?

Well, whenever I exited out, the officefé_éfked if I
would call him and get him out and I called him on the
phone and told him the only way this is going to end
is by him coming out because he stayed inside because

he wanted to know what he was being charged with and I

told him what the officers told me and I told him to
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just go ahead and come out, to just handle it, and he

did.

Q And you love your Dad, right?

A Yes, ma'am. And my Méther.

0 And you kind of hate being in this position.

A Yés, ma'am.

Q Yoﬁ didn't know there was a shotgun underneath the
futon in your room. Did you?

A No, ma'am.

Q And you knew your father owned. guns. Right?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q bid he wear guns?

A He wore one, maybe. everyday whenever he was going out
somewhere. He had .a concealed weapons permit and he
had a shoulder holster.

Q Did he wear that at home?

A Yes —-- I mean, no, ma'am.

Q He kept his guns loaded, didn't he?

A Yes, ma'am.

MS. REEVES: Nothing further.
THE COURT: . Redirect?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF KITLILIAN TAUREANQ BY MR. ANDERSON

. Q Let me ask you this: Have you ever seen your father

strike your mother?

A No, sir.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON 216

He's never done that in front of you?

No, sir.

Has he ever struck you?

No, sir.

Never in your life?

No.

Never spanked you?

Me and him had our little arguments where I was wrong.
He never struck me or anything, he just kind of
disciplined me.

My did used to spank me when I was little. I mean,
has he ever struck you in-the face in anger?

No, sir.

Punched you?

No, sir.

Done anything like that?

No.

Has he ever pointed a weapon at you?

No, sir.

Have You ever seen him point a gun qF your mother?
No, sir.

Have you ever seen him point a wéapon at your sister?
No, sir.

And you had little children in the house.

Yes, sir. Two young boys.
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0 Did ‘he keep his guns up away from them?
A Yes, sir. Yes, sir.
MR. ANDERSON: That's all the questicns I have, Your
Honor. Thank you./

4

THE COURT: Any re-cross?

,IRE—CROSS EXAMINATION OF KILLIAN LAUREANO BY MR. ANDERSON

Q Your father had a gun cabinet. Didn't he?

A Yes.

Q Was there aAworking lock‘on the gun cabinet?

A When he first owned 'it, it was, but after it broke, he

kept his .guns in the cloéet and kept it locked. -

MS. REEVES: Nothing further.

THE COURT: May this witness be excused?

MR. ANDERSON: Your Honor, I'd like to keep him around
just in case if that's all right.

THE COURT: All right. You masttep down, but'please
do not leave, sir.

MR. LAUREANO: Can I exit thevcourtroom énd sit in the
lobby? i

THE CéURT: Yeé, sir, you may. Thank you. All right,
Madam Forelady, would you take your jury back to the jury
room for just a few minutes, please ma'am.

(Jury out at 12:15 p.m.)
THE COURT: All right. Mr. Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor.
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218

THE COURT: Does your client wish to testify?

MR. ANDERSON: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: He does not?

MR. ANDERSON: He does not.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that a free, voluntary and
knowing decision, Mr. Laureano?

MR. LAUREANC: I think that I will have to, with what
he spoke of, it should cover everything.

THE COURT: Okay. So, the question is, just to make
sure I'm covered on the record. 1Is your decision not to
testify made knowing of your rights, voluntary, and without
being coerced and voluntary?

MR. LAUREANO: Yes, sir. It's voluntary.

THE COURT: Thank you very much . Any other witnesses?

MR. ANDERSON: ©Nothing from the Defense, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any reply?

MS. REEVES: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Can I have Mr. Laureano's son
excused at this point?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Bailiff, would you tell the officer out
there that Mr. Laureano's son has been excused?

BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

(The Bailiff complies. The officer comes in and Judge

McIntosh confirms the release of Killian Laureano);
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THE COURT: My idéa would be to go ahead and excuse
the jury for lunch and bring them back about 1:30, a
quarter to two, whatever. You guys need about an hour-and-
a-half, don't you?

BAILIFF: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: In the meantime, let's do a brief charge
conference and let's go from there.

MR. ANDERSON: Do you want me -- I nesd to renew a
couple of motions, if I may.

THE COURT: I think so, too. You're right. Let's
bring the jury in, please,_then we'll do that.

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir. Thank you, Your Honor.

(Jﬁry in at 12:19 p.m.)

THE-COURT; All right. Madam Forelady, Ladieé and

Gentlemen of the jury, I know it's been a type of herky

jerky kind of morning, but that being said, we have

completed the testimonial phase in thié case. I am going to

enter the next phase, which will be the closing arguments

and instruction on the law} but before we do that I need to

" have a conference with these attorneys about the law I'm

going to charge to you and during that period I'm going to
go ahead and let you go to lunch and then 1'l1 bring you
back here and ask that you come to the jury room at 1:40
and we intend to resume the trial at 1:45.\

Le me remind you, please, not to speak amongst
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220
yourselves or with anybody about this case during your
lunch break. At this time, you are excused for lunch and
thank you.

(Jury out at 12:21 p.m.)

CHARGE CONFERENCE

THE COURT: Are you going to seek a lesser included?

MR. ANDERSON: YES, Your Honor. The lesser included
of CDV.

THE COURT: All right. Now, let me, just for the
record, let me ask, the charge should include the lesser
included of domestié violence, however, if the jury finds
him guilty of tﬁat, that would actually constitute a
domestic violence, second.

MR. ANDERSON: I understand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you agree with that?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Here's my proposed charge on that. Would
you take a minute and look at it? And then I'll go through
my basic charge.

(Attorneys look at document)

THE COURT: All right. Any, from the Defense
standpoint, any objection to the proposed charge on the
substantive law?

MR. ANDERSON: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the State?
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Is the State .ready to prbceed?

MS.‘REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. REEVES: Thank you, Judge. May it pleaée the
Court. \

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
CLOSING ARGUMENT - MS. REEVES

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am just going to speak with
you briefly about case law that we discussed at the
beginning and the charge is actually based on that and then
i'will come back and speak.to you agéin about actually
giving you my closing argumeﬁt after Mr. Anderson has a
chance to- speak.

(Ms. Reeves prjects document on large screen)’

The Judge in this case is going to give you the charge

on the law and that is who you need to listen to, of

_course. He is the legal expert on what the law is for

criminal domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature.
I'm going to try to give you an explanation as to what that
is.

Criminal domestic violence of a high and aggravated
nature as you heard at the beginning of this trial, means
that I must prove to you beyond a reasonable doubt, that
this Defendant committed an assault wifh or without an

accompanying battery which would cause a reasonable person

THE STATE OF SOUTH:CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

141

229
to fear imminent, serious, bodily injury.

I will kind of explain what that means. It's actually
two parts to criminal domestic violence. This is the
second part. The first part actually deals with assault
and battery. In that language that you will hear from the
Judge, it actually says assault and battery with the use of
a deadly weapon and that is usually used when someone is
actually shot or is actually stabbed. The battery is that
unwanted touching. It's not just a threat. It's the
actual touch with the deadly weapon.

That first part can be confusing because it does say,
"deadly weapon". The second part as I discussed with you
does not actually say deadly weapon. It only involves a
threat or assault with or without the latter, but the key
part of the language is, which would cause a reasonable
person to fear imminent, serious, bodily injury.

So, you can understand that if that is what the law
says, that any assault like with a gun, would make someone
fear imminent serious bodily injury. Even if they weren't
shot, even if they weren't stabbed, they were in fear of
that poteﬁtially happening to them. And that fear or that
risk has to be evident with that person that is threatening
you, that they actually can carry that out right then. So,
they are not a hundred miles away on a phone making this

threat, they are actually in front of you making this
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you.

So, that is kind of the difference even though the
second.part of this page does not actuélly contain use of a
deadly weapon, it still means and still qualifies as a
serious imminent threat if that threat is carried out while
having a gun pointed at you.

So, the Judge is the expert on this and he will tell
you that that is a brief overview and brief summary of what
the charge of criminal domestic viélence cf a high and
aggravated nature means.

And of course, we again separate, we have other
statutes that deal with assault and battery of a high and
aggravated nature. If two Strangers or two neighbors get
into an argument and point weapons at each otherlor someone

points'a weapon at someone else and they are not related,

“we haVve other statutes dealing with that.

This statute particularly deals With household "~
members. This is épecifically written for criminal
domestic violence and so one element of this crime has to
be that these two'were household members and, in fact, they
were even those these two were married.

So, I'1l be back to speak with you again in.just a

_moment.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
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CLOSING ARGUMENT - MR. ANDERSON

Ladies and Gentlemen, I'm going to start out thanking
you for your time and your attention. I always try to keep
my eye on juries, see if they are paying attention, maybe
somebody is asleep in the back or something and so I can
say something loud to wake them up, but I know you all have
been attentive. We appreciate your service. We appreciate
your being here. This is very important to both the State
and to my client. We couldn't do this without you. So,
it's a vital thing that you have been sitting here the last
couplé of days. I know you've been out of work and missing
your families. This is important to all of us. Some day
you may be sitting over here and you want twelve, thirteen
reasonable people just like yourselves with common sense to
come in and decide your fate for you. That is what you are
doing. You are deciding a man's fate based on what you
have heard and we do appreciate it.

Now, I want to start by saying everybody, families
aren't perfect. ' We knows that. You get in fights with your
spouse sometimes if you don't agree with something. You
may yell at each other and sometimes you may have to yell
at your children when they don't do -- you know, you've got
a son and he won't do what he's supposed to do in school.
You know, he needs to go to class and learn and get an

education. Sometimes people get into arguments, but that
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in no way ever justifies, so don't get me wrong, that in no
way justifies striking somesne. It doesn't justify
pointing a gun in someone's face. It doesn't‘justify
anything that rises to the level where somebody feels
threatened and that's what we have in this case that
théré's a charge where they are alleéing that Ms. Laureano
felt threatened. Somebody's going to shoot me, somebddy's
going to kill me. I find it very interesting now, this

statute -- and the Judge is going to charge you on the law,

but when we first came in here in the beginning, the

‘Solicitor looked at you and said, "How would you feel if

someone put a gun in yoﬁr face. How would you feel about
that." Well, now she wants to talk about, "Well( no we're
not talking about avgun in somebody's face, we're talking
about the second part of it, you know, feeling threatened."
Nobody in here wants to feel threatened, ~either. .It all
goes back to what I told you. There is no evidence of any
gun. You didn't hear any evidence of any gun. Sure, Mr.
Laureano had guns in the house. There were guns found.
There's no doubt.. You saw the\picture. There was a séarch
warrant that was executed. I should have bulled it out
earlier and shouldn't have to stand here and look through
this, but they found four guns in the houss in the dresser
and .there's a photo of it in here. It's probably on the

bottom, of course. Here we go. So, there were four_guns
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found in the house. So what. ' The testimony that you heard
and only from Ms. Laureano, you didn't hear it from anybody
else, thére were no other witnesses, there are no pictures,
no DNA, no fingerprints, nothing else except Ms. Laureano
sitting up there telling you that my husband pointed a
black .357 at my head and said he was going to kill me and
any cops that come afterwards. Well, there is no black
.357. 'There are four pistols. 1It's not there. There is
just no evidence of it. All we have to go on is a
statement, one statement by one person. Nobody saw it,
ndbody heard it, they don't have a gun, they don't have
fingerprints. There's nothing and so you, as a jury, have
to weigh credibility at that point and he says it didn't
happen. She says it did happen. You are thé jury and you
have to make a reasonable decision and so why would she say
that? Why would she say that he did that? Well, we put it
to you and it was put into evidence that they had been
married for quite some time. Their son told you that they
had been having marital problems, disagreements. We put it
to you that she wanted him out of the house. The only way
she could get a divorce in South Carolina in this short
period of time was to allege that some sort physical
cruelty and you will see, you will take this back. It's in
evidence. That was the grounds for the divorce.

Otherwise, she couldn't get a divorce like that. She would
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have to wait just like everybody else. Ycu've got to wait
for a one year's separation or some other ground to get

your divorce. She managed to get him out. And they had

.disagreements. He took his daughter in. You know, he was

a good person. He wanted to get her away from all that
drugs and drinking and take care of his grandkids.’ He
supported evefbedy. She wouldn't do what he wanted her to
do. He wanted her to work,.gd out and take care of her own
kids. You know, get a job like everybody else. So, they

fought about that stuff. He wanted her out. By doing

. this, they all live in the house. 1It's their place now.

They got a divorce, so I want you just to look at the

evidence or the lack thereof is the best way to put it that

there is no threat to this lady. It doesn't meet the

statute. The State has the burden and when the Judge
charges you on the law, the State has the burden of -proving
each and every element of criminal domestic violence of a
high and aggravated nature beyond a reasonable doubt. I
would put it to you, they don't need all those elements.
They are going to -- she's probably going to get up here
and say, "Well, you know, he could have hid the gun or, you
know, you heard this from the daughter that she heard them
arguing."” Well, it's not against the law to argue. People
argue all the time. What's against the law is to threaten

somebody so that they are scared or they hit. somebody or to
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shoot somebody and that didn't happen in this case.
There's no evidence of it. Son comes up -- competing
witnesses, sure. He loves his father. He wants what's
best for his father. He doesn't waﬁt all this going on.
He didn't want to testify, but he was here. He says he
didn't hear anything. It's a smal} trailer. 1It's 65 by 14
or 70 by 14. You can look at the size of it in the photos.
It's a tiny little trailer. There's that kind of argument,
a physical altercation, screaming, all that going on, it's
impossible that everybody in that house wouldn't hear it.

Another point, she gets ready to leave. She ciaims
her husband is threatening her with a gun. She's going to
walk out of the house and just leave her son sittiné there?
She walked right past him. She talked to him on her way
out the door. She's just going to leave her son sitting
there? All the rest of it, you know, they can bring in the
S.W.A.T. team and say that this and the other, but I would
put it to you this way: If you are sitting in your house
and a bunch of cops come out. You look out the window, you
might be a little hesitant to just go popping out the door
yourself. Now, surely, he should have just walked right on
out and saved a lot of time and trouble, but that doesn't
have anything to do with whether or not he threatened his
wife with a gun aéd caused her to have this imminent threat

of harm. It doesn't have anything to do with it. It's all
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subsequent and they're just building it up for you.

There is no évidénce, just liké I told you, there is
no evidence that he ever held his gun ‘at his wife énd
threatened to kill her. ‘I appreciate your time and thank
you. |

THE COURT: Ms. Reeves.

MS. REEVES; ‘May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

CLOSING ARGUMENT - MS. REEVES

.At the beginning of this trial, I did taik about
having a loaded gun pointed at you and how that wduld make
you feel; It would scare anybody to death. You've heard
over the last two days from the victim and heér children and
thé.deputies involved in this case. They told you the
victim told you that the day in question she and her
husband were having an argument. It was more like he was
having an argument with her. She was trying to stay in the
bedroom. He was arguing with her, cursing at her. He threw
a lamp across her.towards the door area to get her
attention, to instigate-her, try to get her involved in the
argument that he was having nith her? He didn't get the
response he wanted. ﬁe wasn't getfing the fear orvgetting
her és scared as hg wanted and so he took out a gun, he
képt it there in the night stand, and he pointed it at her;
Buf‘first, he played with it, opening the barrel, closing
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it, and then he pointed at her and he said, "You're going
to make me kill you and this is going to be all your fault.
You're going to make me kill you -- and he didn't say his
daughter, he called her a bitch -~ You're going to make me
kill you, the bitch and any law enforcement that comes
here. And she said he had a look in his eyes. She knew he
was serious. She had never seen that look before. He
threw some books, he took her shoe. She was trying to calm
this situation down. What was going on? What is going to
happen? He has a loaded gun. I want to watch my
movements. I don't want to make him mad at all. He throws
those things, she goes to pick them up then he gets up and
pushes her, slaps her twice, at least. As soon as she can,
he had already taken her keys, her phone, her wallet and
supposedly, this was all over going to get milk for the
baby, but he had already taken those things. He didn't
want her to go. He didn't want to let her do what she
wanted to do. He wanted to be in control. So, he leaves
to go out on the porch and at some point she is able to get
her phone. When he comes back inside, she is not exactly
sure how she got her keys, she thinks he dropped them. But
she got them. It didn't matter. She told her daughter, "
Get ready, we're going. As soon as we can, we are out of
here." Gets in the car and goes and hides behind a church.

She didn't just go out the door and call 911. She didn't
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just go to a neighbor's house. She got out of there.\ She
and her daughter drove and they hid. Thé officer told you
that he had a hard time finding them. They wanted the
because they were so hidden. They thought this defendant
was going to come to find them and finish out this threat.
They didn't know. They hid. Officefs came. She was
terrified. Lo and behold, thé officers go to his house.
He's not coming out. He admits that he tcok her.keys and
he's basically folloWing through with his threat. He said,
"You're going to make me kill you and our daughter and the
officers that come to the house," and now he's in that
house with the guns-not coming out. Mr. Anderson said,
"Shouldn't he have come out? Yeah.” And he didn't. To
the victim andvlaw enforcement involved, he was carrying
out his threat. They didn't know what he was going to do
and he was inside with guns, not coming out. It probably

did look like a shootout to some of the neighboré, with all

" the officers, cop cars. There wasn't a shootout. The

neighbors had it wrong, but they were being evacuated, see

officers running, guns drawn. They don't know what was

going on, but there was no shootout.. You've heard today
that the Defendant owned éuhs, he liked guns, he carried
guns. They were loaded all the time. If he had them, they

were loaded. Is that intimidating? I$ that, to a victim
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which you already want some control over, you always carry
a gun on ydu, multiple guns on you in your home. He was
the breadwinner. You heard that several times. He was the
breadwinner, it was his home. He wanted respect. He
didn't ask for it, he didn't do things toc earn it, he
demanded it. He was the breadwinner. He was the head of
the household. He didn't want her going to get milk when
she wanted to go get milk. He took her keys so she
wouldn't. He took her phone, took her wallet. My husband
doesn't do those things. If we are having an argqument, he
doesn't take things from me. I can leave when I want to
leave. I'm not prevented from doing that. You heard
testimony, too, that at this time the Defendant did have
guns and there were pictures of guns that were found and
why were those guns hidden? And you alsc heard testimony
that he wasn't actually allowed to possess those guns at
the time. So, he had those guns hidden and the victim in
this case, she told the officers, she helped them find
these guns, because they were hidden and she knew where his
usual hiding places were. As I told you and as the Judge
will téll you again, this case is my burden. I have the
burden of proof beyond a reasonable doubt, but you have
eyewitness testimony in this incident to what happened. An
eyewitness to a crime. Yes, she's a victim and yes, she's

a witness, too. No, there are no other witnesses. She is
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the only one, but that's by design. That's not only by his .
design, but actually by hers, too. He didn't want anyone
else to see what he was doing to her. He didn't want
anyone else intervening or getting in the way of what he
wanted to tell her, that he wanted to hit her, that he
wanted to threaten her. But she didn't want.the children
involved, either. It was by her design as well. These

arguments, this argument, was in their bedroom. But the

+ victim told you about the threats. She told you about the

gun and her daughter also. Her daughter said, "I heard

this argument. I heard the threats. I heard rustling,

things being pushed around.” When the victim was able to,

she. got out of the house with her daughter and she called
law. enforcement. Shébknew the Defendant had made these
threats and she took action, so not only do you have her
word what she said happened, but you have her actions which
are consistent with what she said happened. She made those
things after she heard this threat, she followed through to

make sure her daughter was safe and to make sure her

.grandchildren were safe and told law enforcement they might

. be in danger as well. She didn't know about her son. She

thought.he left. That's why she didn't tell him, "Get out
of the house,"” when she's trying to get out. First of all,
threats weren't made against him, but second of all, she

thought he was leaving. - She tried to keep him out of this,
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keep him away ffoh it, not tell him what was going on,
about the situation, because she didn't think he was going
to be there at the same time. The victim's credibility,
obviously, is something for you to weigh. I would submit
to you that you saw her demeanor on the stand. It's your
job to decide whether she's telling the truth or not. I
thought she was. She is head down telling you what
happened. Very reluctant to do so and upsef about it. She
was correcting Mr. Anderson when he was asking her
guestions. She kept saying throwing the lamp at me,
throwing books at me and she corrected him, "No, that's not
what happened. He was throwing them towards the door."
She has been consistent with what she said. She was
correcting Mr. Anderson when he was getting it wrong. Yes,
Mr. Anderson points out that she did get a divorce. She
did. But she also said she didn't know why it happened so
quickly. She wasn't anxious to get it done quickly. There
was no hurry. She thought she would have to wait a year.
And in:fact, if what Mr. Anderson said is true, the
Defendant was the breadwinner for the whole home so why
wouldn't they want him out? He as thé one working and
providing for thém. What did they really have to gain by
kicking him out? The trailer and the land were already in
her name. She didn't have to go through a divorce to get

those things into her name. The divorce happened and You
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can read in the divorce decree which is in evidence that

there was a witness to this phyéical’cruelty.,You can read

‘that in the divorce decree. The issue, toco, about whether

the daughter stayed in the home or was kiéked out. The
testimony is -that he was the one that actually asked her to
come back. He asked her to come back with her children,
but it sounds like she‘needed to get away from him and the
Défendant let her do that. It doesn't sound like he wés
ready to kick her out. No, there were no. marks or bruises
on the victim. We don't have any pictures to show you of
that, but those injuries, reailyh-at‘the time even as the
victiﬁ was recording this, was secondary. The primary
injury was the gun being pointed at her. That was primafy
for -the victim and primary for the officers involved.
That's what they wanted to find. Tﬁat’s what they were
searching fo;, waé.the gun used. Not whether she had
bruises from being pushed or slapped. They couldn't see
any, but -that was secondary. What they‘weré arguing about,
whether Rachel—stayed or went, whether they werebgoing to
get milk for the baby or not is irrelevant, because an.

argument should never involve a.gun. Never. No argument

" between a husband and wife should ever involve pointing a

-loaded pistol at someone else. I already told you that

Rachel heard the threats. Killian, he didn't. He didn't

hear those threats, but he also told you he was in his
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bedroom smoking marijuana with a friend. He didn't know
what was going on. He didn't even know there was a shotgun
under his futon in his bedroom. He knew that there was
tension in the house and that his dad was always arguing
with his mom. And his mom was, basically, always on edge.
That's what he testified about. Did he see this happen?
No. Neither did Rachel, but again, that was by design. No
one was present when the Defendant pointed the gun at his
wife. She kept the argument away from the children as best
she could. She didn't want them to hear it, but they did.
At least, Rachel did. They knew there was tension in the
home. So, this standoff at the house. This officer
responds, the Defendant doesn't come out. This just shows
how stubborn he is. They are asking him to come out,
negotiating for hours and he won't come out and he thinks
he's right. 1In fact, he's sitting in the house smoking
marijuana with his son while officers surround his house.
He not only figuratively, but literally slammed the door in
the officer's faces. He did not.want to come out and face

the music. He told Killian, they are here for me. I know

. they are. But he sure didn't walk out. He stayed for

hours and made a big production until he finally did
surrender. He had plenty of time in that house to hide the
gun. Plenty of time. In fact, the daughter told you about

the guns that she knew the Defendant owned, but as you can
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see from the pictures, only five were actually found.
There was one found later in a closet that wasn't hidden
with the rest. He had plenty of time to hide these guns.
The victim was very specific. She told ycu that a .357
maghum black revolver was bointed at her and it was loaded.
As I saia, their argument doesn't matter. What they were
arguing about doesn'f @atter. Domestic violence is wrong
and it is a crime. Pointing a gun‘fha£~is loaded is made
no less serous by the fact that you aré related, that you
are married and in fact, it is more serious. They were not
st;angers. They were, in fact, husband and wife. Pointing
a 1oaded gun at someone and threatening to kili'them is an
assault that would cause any reasonable person to feaf
imminent serious Bodily injury and I would ask that you
find this Defendant guilty of criminal domestic violence of
a high and aggravated nature. |

THE COURT: Mr. Bailiff, would you not let anybOdy
come in or out of the courtroom?

BAILIFF: Yes, sir.
CHARGE ON THE LAW

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Members of the jury,

now that you have heard all the ‘evidence in this case and

‘have heard the arguments of the lawyers and testimony, it

is my duty to instruct you on the law which you are

obligated to apply in this case. My instructions, for your
7 : '
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information, will be in three parts. The first part will
be instructions on the general duties that define and
control your duties as jurors. The second aspect will be
what we refer to as the substantive law in this case, i.e.,
what the State must prove in order to make out its case
against the Defendant and the last part of my charge will
be some rules concerning your-deliberations.

Now, as I told you at the beginning at the case, it is
your duty to find what the facts are by being the finders
of fact. You do that from all the evidence that is |
presented in this case and from no other source. To those
facts, as you find them to be, you must apply the law as I
give it to you now. Again, you shall not be concerned with
what you want the law to be, what you think it should be or
what you wish it would be. You must apply the law as I
give it to you.

Also, you should not be influenced by any person likes
or dislikes, opinions, prejudice, undue sympathy that you
may have for one side or the other. That means that you
apply the law as I give it to you and you find the facts
based on what you heard here in this courtroom based on the
testimony of witnesses and the exhibits that were admitted
into evidence. At the beginning of the trial, in your oath,
that is what you agreed to do.

Now, in following my instructions, you can't single
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out certain aspects of things that you like and apply those
and disregard things that YOu may not like. All my
instructions are equally important. Again, our
constitution in this state does not allow any trial judge
to have an opinion on the facts of any case and so if I
have done anything, said anything, or indicated in some way
to you that may send some message that I have an opinion
one way or the other about the way the facts in this case
should be found by the jury, I am going tc instruct you and
ask you as well to disregard it. I can tell you I have no
opinion about the facts. I am the instructor on the law and
I make sure the process is followed. You, the jury, and
you alone are the finders of the facts in this case.

: Now,'you will find what the facts are by evaluating
and weighing the evidence that you heard here in this
courtroom during this trial. There is no way for me to
give you a set of scales in the literal sense. This is
ehtirely a mental process that you will go through by using
your good sense and sound judgment.

Now, the evidence in this case is as follows: it's
the sworn testimony of the witnesses, whether it be on
direct examination or cross examination or any other
version of that. Also, the exhibits that have been
admitted into evidence by the Court, is evidence in this

case. That is the only evidence that you may consider as
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evidence.

Now, certain things are not evidence. As I told you
at the beginning of this case, the arguments and statements
by the lawyers is.not sworn testimony.‘ It is ndt evidence.
It is designed to help you understand what the facts are,
but if, at any time, what these attorneys have told you
differs frpm your memory what the facts are, then your
memory of what those facts are will control.

Again, questions and objections by lawyers are not -
evidence. Attorneys, as I told you, have an absolute duty
to object anytime that they féel the process is not being
followed or something is inappropriate. The fact that an
attorney may have raised an objection or objections or to
the extent that I have let you see me rule on those, shall
not be considered by you. It would be improper for the
jury to discuss and deliberate on the fact that there were
objections and my rulings on them or anything having to do
with objections. That is simply a part of the process in
every single solitary trial out there.

Also, Ladies and Genfiemen, anything that you may have
heard while court was not in session; during the breaks,
during lunch or overnight, is not evidence. I repeat,
sworn testimony, whether it be direct or cross examination
and exhibits are the only evidence that classifies as

evidence.
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Now, in South Carolina, we recognize two different
classificatibns of evidence. You have direct evidence and
you have circumstaﬁtial evidencé. Direct evidence is
pretty much what it sounds like. It is testiﬁohy of a

person who asserts or claims to have actual knowledge of a

- fact, such as an eyewitness.. Circumstantial evidence is a

little more tricky, Bgt it is proof of a chéin of facts and
circumstances from which you‘can infer that another fact
exists, although you did not see tﬁat direct fact pro%en
directly or that fa;t proven directly. If that.doesn't
confuse you, let meAjﬁét give you an example about
circumstantial evidence. If you all were to go to bed at
night and you were to have snow in your front yard and .you
were to wake up in the morning and there were‘tracks in
that snow, you may reasonably infer that someone or some'
thing walked>across your yard during the course of the
night, although you did not see that person or fhing walk
through your yard. That is what circumstantial evidencé
is. Now, the law makes absolutely no distinction between
the weight or the value that you,'the jury, are entitled to
give either direct or circﬁmstantial evidence. If you |
choose to, youvare?entitled to consider both kinds of
evidence. Now, I charge .you further that there is not a
greater degree of certainty that is required of

circumstantial evidence than there is of direct evidence.
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However, you are not allowed to engage in pure speculation
when you start getting into inferences that are to be drawn
from circumstantial evidence.

If, Ladies and Gentlemen, after considering all the
evidence that you feel like is proper to consider, if you
are not convinced of the guilt of this defendant beyond a
reasonable doubt, it will be your job to find him not
guilty.

Now, as finders of the facts, as I've told you, you
must consider all of the evidence. In doing this, you have
to decide which testimony that you want to believe and
which testimony that you are not going to believe. You
have a right to disbelieve all or part of any witness'
testimony that you desire to. You have a right to believe
all of a witness' testimony. In making this decision of
credibility of the witnesses, let me give you some factors
that you may, but you are not required to, consider. These
factors would include: was the witness able to hear, see
or know about which the things that were testified, how
well was>the witness able to recall and describe those
things about which they testified, what was the witness'
demeanor while they are testifying, in other words, how do
they act while on the stand. Is there some reaéon why the
witness would want to give testimony that would help or

hurt one side or the other, did that witness have an
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interest in the outcome of. this case or did they have any
bias or prejudice concerning any party or any matter
concerning this case. You may ask yourselves how
reasonable that witness' testimony was considered in light
of all the evidence that you heard in this casé and you may.
ask.yourselves( also, was that witness' testimony
contradicted by what that‘witness had said or done at
ahother time or by the testimony. of other witnesses of by
other evidence that has been presented in this case.

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, those are some but
certainly not all the factors that you may consider in
going through this exercise of determining witness
credibility. And, of course, once you are checked in as
jurors, you don't check your common sense at the door and
you should not do so in this case. You should use those
things that in your day to day experience you find
indicative or trustworthiness or indicative of lack of

trustworthiness in making this determination of witness

credibility, but in performing this function, the one thing

that you don't do is add up the number of witnesses that
may have testified for one side or the other, because it
does not matter to you, Ladies and Gentlemen, whether the

truth comes from direct examination, from cross

" examination, from witnesses on behalf of the State or

- witnesses on behalf of the Defense.
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Again, Ladies and Gentlemen, I will remind you that
the fact that this Defendant was indicted, charged and
arrested is not evidence of his guilt. It does not raise a
conclusion, presumption, nor an inference of his guilt.
That is simply the charging mechanism by which the State of
South Carolina brings criminal defendants before this court
for a jury such as yourselves to make a determination of
guilt or innocence based on the facts presented in each and
every case.

As I told you at the beginning, the Defendant has pled
not guilty in this case. What that means is, that puts the
burden of proof on the State to prove the Defendant guilty.
A person charged with committing a crime in South Carolina
is never ever required to prove himself or herself
innocent. I charge you that that is an important rule of
law that a Defendant in a criminal trial no matter what the
seriousness of the charge may be, will always be presumed
to be innocent for which the indictment was issued unless
guilt has been proven by evidence satisfying you of quilt
beyond a reasonable doubt. Let me say that again. A
person will always-be presumed innocent of the crime for
which the indictment was issued unless guilt has been
proven by evidence satisfying you of guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.

Now, this presumption of innocence does not end when
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ycu go back to your jury room and you begin Your
deliberatiens.v It accompanies the Defendant throughout
this trial until you, the jury, reach a verdict of gquilt
based ‘on evidence which satisfies You of guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. It has been said that the presumption of
innocence is like a robe of righteousness that is placed
around the shoulders of the Defendant which remains in
place until it has been striped from his shoulders by
evidence satisfying you, the jury, of guilt beyond a
reasonableAdoubti Further, let me point out to you that
this is not a mere legal theory, it's not just a legal
phrase, it is a substantial right which every defendant is
entitled unless you, the jury, are satisfied of the
Defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

I gave you a shorter version of the standard of
reasonable doubt at the beginning of this case. I'm going

to give you a somewhat long one, but this is the law of

‘what constitutes reasonable doubt. A reasonable doubt is

- the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable, sincere,

honest and conscientious person to hesitate to act in an

important matter in ‘their own affairs. Now, proof beyond a

- reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly convinced

of the Defendant's guilt. Now, there are very few things
in this world that we know with absolute certainty and in
criminal cases, the law does not require proof that
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overcomes every possible doubt. If, based on your
consideration of the evidence, you are firmly convinced
that the Defendant is guilty of the crime charged, you must
find the Defendant guilty. If, on the other hand, you
think there is a real possibility you think the Defendant
is not guilty, you must give the Defendant the benefit of
the doubt and find him not guilty. A reasonable doubt may
arise from the evidence or from'the lack of the evidence.
I further instruct you that the Defendant is entitled to
every reasonable doubt that may arise in the case. Now,
what that simply means is, if, upon any~facts essential to
a conviction and a verdict of guilty of an offense, if you
have a reasonéble doubt as to how that issue be resolved,
it is your duty to resolve that doubt in favor of the
Defendant. |

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, before establishing
criminal liability, criminal intent is required. For
example, the mental state required to be proven by the
State for a particular crime may be purpose, intent,
knowledge, recklessness or criminal negligence. Criminal
intent must be proven by the State beyond a reésonable
doubt. Criminal intent is always a matter that must be
determined by the jury from the circumstances surrounding
the situation. There is no way to prove intent to a

mathematical certainty. There is no way medical science
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. can.dissect a person's brain. to determine what they had in

mind. So, the law says that criminal intent may be
inférred from the circumstances shown to have existed.
Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, that is how you make a
determination of whether or not.the element requiring

!

intent was present. It is not necessary to establish

intent by direct or positive evidence but it may be

~established by inférence the same way of any other fact, by

taking into consideration the acts.of the parties and all

-the facts and circumstances surrounding the case.

Criminal intent is a mental state. It is a conscious.
wrongdoing.“ It is up to you, Ladies‘and Gentlemen, what
the Defendant intended to do based on the circumstances
shown to have existed. Criminal intent éan arise from *
action or a failure to act. It ﬁay arise from negligence,

recklessness or indifference to duty or tc the consequences

i

that is considered by law to the. equivalent to criminal
intent. /

Now, finall?,.Ladies ahd Gentlemen, the Defenaant in
this matter has not testified. Each and every citizen of
the United Stafes by virtue of our Fifth Amenﬁment to the
United States Constitution has the right to remain silent
against self incrimination. I would charge you that you

may not and you shall not consider in any form orrfashion;

the failure of this Defendant to testify during your
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deliberations. It would be improper for you to even
mention or discuss his failure to testify whatsoever while
you are deliberating this matter.

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, those are the rules that
define and control your duties as jurors. The next section

of my charge to you will be the substantive law. that

applies in this case. YOU will end up having two options.

First, the indictment if for criminal domestic violence of
a high and aggravated nature. The next, will be the law of
criminal domestic violence, which would be a lesser
included offense and I will tell you about that in the
charge. '

Now, the Defendant in this matter is charged'with
criminal domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature.
In order to prove that the Defendant is guilty of criminal
domestic violence of a high and aggravated nafure, the
State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt 1) that the
Defendant caused physical harm or injury to a member of the
Defendant's own household or 2) that the Defendant offered
or éttempted to cause physical harm or injury to a member
or the Defendant's own household with the apparent present
ability, under the circumstances, reasonably creating fear
of imminent danger. A household member is a spouse, a
former spouse, a person with whom the person has a child in
common, a male or female who is cohabiting or who formally
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has cohabited.

Next, the State must further prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that one of the following‘occurfed: that the
Defendant committed an assault and battery which involved
the use of a deadly weapon or resulted in serious bodily
injury to the victim or an assault with or without an
accompanying battery wh}ch would reasonably cause é person
to féar imminent serious bodily injury or death.

Ladies and Gentlemen, an assault occurs when a person
unlawfully attempts or offers to commit a violent injury
upon another persbn and had the present ability to complete

the attempted injury. An assault is the intentional

creation of reasonable fear of immediate bodily harm. It

is not necessary that the attempted injury 6r harm éctually
take place. Fof example, if I walk up to you and when we
are within arm's reach I reach back to hit you, then that
would be an assault, although I do not actually carry
through‘with the hit. qu, a battery on the other hand is
thé,unlawful touching of‘another person by a person who has
committed the assault. An ﬁnlawfﬁl touching can be caused
by a part of the accused bpdy or by any object the accused
puts into motipn. A battery is the completion of the
assault by‘using or applying force to another person,
however slight, in a rude, angry or resentful manner
without legal jﬁstification for doing so. So, if you take
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my earlier example, if I were to carry through and hit you,
that would be the battery in the assault and battery
scenario.

Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, if during your
deliberations, you find that the State has failed to prove
beyond a reasonable doubt that the Defendant committed
criminél domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature,
you may next consider whether the State has proved beyond a
reasonable doubt that the Defendant committed criminal
domestic violence, which is a lesser included offense. 1In
order to prove that the Defendant is guilty of criminal
domestic. violence, the State must prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that the Defendant caused physical harm or injury to
a member of the Defendant's own household or the Defendant
offered or attempted to cause physical harm or injury to a
member of the Defendant's own househcld with the apparent
present ability under the circumstances reasonably creating
the fear of imminent danger. Again, a household member is
a spouse, a former spouse, a person with whom the person
has a child in common, or.a male or female who is
cohabiting or who formally has cohabited together.

Ladies and Gentlemen, that is the substantive law that
applies in this case and that is the law the State must
prove in order to make out its charges against this

Defendant and that would bring you to the last part of my
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charge and that is the charge that deals with your
deliberations. First, let me say this: YOU doh't serve as
jurors to be partisans or advocates for the State or for
the Defense in this matter. 1In fact, both sides said that

they picked you or felt like they picked you because you

.represented to us“that you could be fair and impartial and

make your decision solely on the evidence pfesented here
without any bias or prejudice to one side or the other.
When you go back to your jury room, you need to consider
all the evidence in this.case. Use your good logic, your
sense of common sense and your experiences in life when
you're debating how you are going to find facts. And let
me say something about deliberations. Deliberation is
defined as this: It is a careful consideration weighing up
with a view to a decision. - Now, regardless of what you may
think abo;t it, one of éhe geniuses about our jury system
is that it allows twelve men. and women from different walks
of life, from different backgrounds with different
perspectives to come together to listen to the evidence, to
go back to their jury room to talk about it and to
ultimately reach a verdict. It will be unanimous. among the
twelve. We call them deliberations for a reason. YOU are
to consider all of the evidence carefully, calmly and
courteously amongst yourselves and do so carefully and

deliberately. . Remember, again, you are not partisans, you

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

171

259
are not advocates, but you are judges of the facts. Your
sole interest in this matter is to find the truth from the
evidence that has been presented here in the courtroom. I
would ask you and I'm also going to further charge you that
you are to listen to your views of your fellow jurors, you
are to consider other people's points, other points of
view, talk to and discuss the evidence thoroughly and other
people's points of view and-remember, if you are doing
something deliberately, You are not in a big hurry and you
shouldn't be in this case. This case is important to both
the State and to this Defendant and this is their only day
in court as far as this case is concerned. Now, in ofder
for your verdict to be valid .or to sfand, it will be
necessary for it to be unanimous. With that being said,
each of you must decide this case for yourself, but you
should do so only after you have impartially considered all
the evidence. Only have you have listened to all points of
view, debated and discussed all points of view and listened
to everyone's consideration in this matter. Don't be afraid
to change your mind if the discussion in the jury room
persuades you that is the right thing to do based on the
evidence. However, do not change your mind solely to be
unanimous with your fellow jurors. Do not change an honest
belief about the weight of the evidence in order to reach a

unanimous verdict. That being said, Madam Forelady, it
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will be your job 1) to preside ovér the deliberations in

this case. Preside is not a dictatorial position, but you
understand the process.’ At such a point in time this jury
reaches a unanimous verdict, I want you to go and fill out
the:verdict form which you will do when you go back and -
begin Your deliberations and after You discuss the evidence
you will have two options. The first option and the order
that they come in is of no consequence because they have to
be in some order, but. the first, the‘indictment, and the
charge indicted is: criminal domestic violence of a high
and aggravated nature. You must first discuss whether the
jury thinks the Defendant is guilty or nbt guilty of that
charge. The first option in tha£ regard is, we.find the
Defendant not guilty of criminal domestic violenée of a
high and aggravated nature or we find him guilty of
criminal domestic violence of a high and_aggravated~néture.
Whichever option the jury unanimously agrees on, Madam
Forelady, if you will either check or initial the line by
that option.. Okay? In the case that You were to find the
Defendant guilty ofﬁcriminal domestic violence of a high
and aggravated nature, you would s;op'your deliberations

and you would sign where indicated on the verdict form,

.knock on_the door, and we will receive your verdict back

here in court. If, on the other hand, you are not

cénvinced that the State has proven the Defendant guilty of
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criminal domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature,
then you may next consider whether or not the State has
proven the Defendant guilty of the lesser included offense
of criminal domestic violence. If you go to that, your
first option will be not guilty of criminal domestic
violence or guilty of criminal domestic violence. Again,
the order is of no consequence. They have to be in some
order or the other. You only consider that charge if you
are unable to find that he is not guilty of the first
charge. Once you reach a unanimous decision as to the
lesser included charge, again you sign the form, knock on
the door, and we will receive your verdict into evidence
here in the courtroom. If, before the jury reaches its
verdict You have any questions, any needs, any
communications you need to make with the court, if you
would follow the procedure that you did at the beginning of
this case and sign or write your question, whatever it is,
sign your name, knock on the door and the bailiff will get
it to me and we will take whatever action we need to do on
that request. Okay? Now, I'm going to send you back, all
of you back to your jury room and talk to these lawyers td
see whether I said something that I shouldn't have said or
whether I neglected to say something I should have’'said to
you. Do not'begin your deliberations. We will send word

back in a few minutes if you are to start or I may bring
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you back in here for further charge. At this time, would
you go back to your jury room, please.

(Jury out at 2:43 p.m.)

THE COURT: All right. Any additions or exceptiéns
from the State? |

MS. REEVES: No, sir.

MR. ANDERSON: No, sir,lYour Honor.

&HE COURT: All right. And from the Defense, I assume
that's a no, as well? |

MR. ANDERSON: I'm sorry. No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Listen, regardless of the
wérds, I want to say thank_you>to all thé attorneys. They
were prepared and did a good job and that;s just a part of
the war that we go through at times and makes life a lot
easier for everyone concerned when we have good lawyers
doing a good job and I want to thank both of you for that.
That said, if you would review the exhibits and make sure
they are in order.

{(Attorneys comply)
MR. ANDERSON: The exhibits seem tolbe correct, Your
Honor. |
' THE.COURT: Okay. Would you give them to Mr. Frasier
and Mr. Frasier if you will take them back to the jury and
tell fhem that they may begin their deliberations, please,

sir?
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yesterday, you had heard certain aspects of the testimony.
Madam Forelady and that resolved that aspect of your
request?

MS. WARDLAW: Yes, sir.

RE-CHARGE ON THE LAW BY THE CQOURT

THE COURT: Okay. The next part is'that‘you asked me
to re-charge you on criminal domestic violence of a high
and aggravated nature and criminal domestic violence. Is
that correct?

MS. WARDLAW: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, what I'm going to do -- is
there a problem?

MR. ANDERSON: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let me see that.

(The Defendant held up a note pad. The notepad is
handed to the judge and he looks at notepad)

THE COURT: All right. The first part of the charge,
Ladies and Gentlemen, you will note that criminal domestic
violence of a high and aggravated nature and criminal
domestic violence have the same factors and then you get
into what we call aggravating factors for high and
aggravated nature. I am going to try to point those out to
you so you can see the distinguishing factors between the
two and this is the charge.

The Defendant is charged with criminal domestic
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MR. FRASIER: .Take the evidence and all?

THE COURT: -Yes, pleése.

(Jury out at 9:48 a.m. The bailiff takes the evidencé,
note pads and verdiét form with them)

THE COURT:  All right, Let me, I want to put on the
record that there was a note that the Defeﬁdant was
attemﬁting to display to the jury. It says, "You have a
right to see this. Pléase ask."

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. I didn't know he
was going to do thét. I apologize Your Honor. I covered
it up fast.

| THE COURT:‘ Well, I'm going to hold you in contempt
and I'm going to make this an exhibit of the Céurt.
| (Whereupon, the note is marked as a Court's Exhibit{

THE COURT: If I decide to have a contempt hearing,
will you represent him at his contempt hearing, Mr.
Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON:' Yes, sir, Your Honor.-

THE COURT: All right. We are at ease.

VERDICT

THE COURT: All right. They jury sent a note out.

4They have a verdict. Would you bring the jury in, please.

(Jury in at 10:45 .a.m.)
THE COURT: Madam Forelady, we undersiand the jury has

reached a verdict. 1Is that correct?

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

177

278

MS. WARDLAW: Yes.

THE COURT: - Is it unanimous?

MS. WARDLAW: Yes.

THE COURT: Would you pass it ﬁo the bailiff, please,
ma'am? (She complies.. The bailiff hands the note to the
Judge)

THE COURT: Publish the verdict, please. (The Judge
hands nofe to the Clerk of Court)

CLERK OF COURT: Yes, sir. The State of South
Carolina, County of Anderson in the Court of General
Sessions. The State of South CAROLINA versus William
Laureano, Defendant. Verdict: We, the jury, under
Indictment No. 2010-GS-04-01379, unanimously find the
Defendant, William Laureano, is guilty of criminal domestic
violence of a high and aggravated nature. And that is
signed by Amanda M. Wardlaw, foreperson.

THE COURT: All right. Madam Forelady, Ladies and
Gentlemen of the Jury, was that your verdict in the jury
room and is that your verdict now? If’so, would you raise

your right hand? Let the record reflect that everyone

raised their hand. Okay. Ladies and Gentlemen, as I've

told you throughout this case, the Court is never concerned
with what the verdict is or how you find the facts. That
is solely your province, but I am concerned that the

process if followed and that you stay engaged during the
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case and I watched all of you during this trial, and you
did. And so, .we appreciate the time that you spent‘away
from your house and jobs and here in the courtroom. I know

you would rather be somewhere else, but thank you for your

service to Anderson County and the State of South CAROLINA.

Without citizehs such as.yourselves, our system breaks down
and the only resolution‘is to take it to the streets which
is not abgood deal. "That being said, I'm going to ask you
to go back to your jury room .for one second. 1I'd like to
come back and speak with you. The good thing is, yeu are
finished for the week. I know it's Friday, butAthe other

thing is, you.can't be required to come back to state Court

- for three more years. If you would go back to your jury

room for a few minutes,wI will come back there.

(Jury out at 10:48 a.m.)

e

- THE COURT: Okay. Stay here. I will be back in just

’

one minute for sentencing—and we are going to have a
hearing on. the issue of whether or not you will be held in
céntempt.

MR;.ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

(Brief Break)

MOTION

THE~COURT: a1l right. ‘Mr. Andéréon, you have some
motions you want to dispose of first?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, ﬁour Honor. If it please the
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Court. At this time we would make a motion for a new trial
based on, obviously, the previous arquments that we made
for a directed verdict on the lack of evidence of any of

the aggravating circumstances of criminal .domestic

‘violence. None were met other than the sole testimony of

the victim and there was no other evidence, whatsoever, of
any deadly weapon used? there was no evidence of any injury
to the victim, there are no photos of any damage to the
house, there was no other evidence other than the sole
testimony of the victim in this case and we think that just
rises to the level of mere suspicion and does not rise to
the level of a question of fact to give to the jury and so
we would renew that motion and ask for a new trial based on
that, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. I'm denying your motion. If
you would step around here, please, sir, for sentencing.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.
SENTENCING

THE COURT: For the record, Mr. Anderson, you have
kindly agreed to represent Mr. Laureano in a contempt
hearing. 1Is that correct?

MR. ANDERSON: I will be glad to, Your Honor. I don't
know if you want to inguire of him if he wants me to
represent him on that. Like I said, I was appointed by the

Court to represent him for this trial and I would assume
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"~ that would include all collateral matters to trial, but it

probably,would be prudent to inquire from him whether he
would like me to represent him or not. |

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Laureano, do you have a
problem having Mr. Anderson continue to répresent you in a
contempt.heéring that will follow this sentencing hea;ing?.

MR. LAUREANO: At this moment I have no choice and I |
think i can take my chances with him.

THE COURT: Okay. Go ahead. Give me Mr. Laureano's
record.

.MS. REEVES: Judge, he has a conviction from 2009, a
Cbv, first offenée, as well as two assault and batteries.

THE COURT: Two assault and batteries. ~Simple assault
and batteries? |

MS. REEVES:~ Yes, sir.

THE COURT: When were those? 20097

MS. REEVES: At. the same time. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: They came from the same transaction?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Ma'am, were you the victim of the CDV,
first?

MS. LAUREANO: No, sir.

THE COURT: Who were the assault and batteries
against? | |

MS. REEVES: His daughter and his grandson.
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THE COURT: His daughter and his grandson?

MS. REEVES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Anderson?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. May it please
the Court. Mr. Laureano is 53 years old.

MR. LAUREANO: Fifty-four.

MR. ANDERSON: Fifty-four, now, Your Honor. He's led
a long life. He's never been in trouble before all this
began. Obviously, you can tell from the trial, they've had
family tension, problems in -his family, you know,
difficulties with his wife and moving his daughter back in
the house. All this is stemming from a recent family
problem. It's not like he's had some long career where
he's been out there pointing guns at people or committing
crimes. He's been an upstanding member of the community up
until all this started with his family and it's just
snowballed until we got where we are today.

You know, he's worked all his life supporting his
family, fed them. You know, for years he had his concealed
weapons permit. He was authorized to carry arms. He's
worked in the jewelry business and so up until all this
started, he's been a good person. He's never had a problem
with the law.

You know, obviously, he exercised his constitutional

rights to this trial. He doesn't think and he's, you know,
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he's maintained, "I didn't do the things they are saying I
did." I think he_still has a right to exercise that fact.
We don't want the Court to hold that against himf He's,
you know, sorry that we are all here. He's been under a
lot of tension, a lot of pressure.

If the Court will note, he's been incarcerated since
February 2, 2010, so he's been in jail now for almost two
years énd a numbef of days. We would cértainly want the
Court to take that into consideration and consider it in
sentencing. We would note there was no serious.injuries in
this case. Obviously, his wife testified that she was
slapped and pushed, but there was never any evidence
introduced of any injuries. It's a CDV, high and
aggravated, based on the threats that nobody condones but
we would ask the Court to take all that into consideration
and consider giving him some sort of time served or time
served and some sort of probation where you can order him

to do counseling. I don't think he's ever had the

© opportunity to do any family counseling. The CDV and the

assault and batteries that occurred thevfirst time, he
stayed in jail for a number of days. He stayed in jail six
months. That charge was reduced to.a CDV and assault and
battefy. He received a 30-day sentence, time served, so he
actually sat in jail because he couldn't get out then,

either.
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THE COURT: So, what was the original charge?

MS. REEVES: CDV high and aggravated and two assault
and batteries of a high and aggravated nature charges.

MR. ANDERSON: Those were subsequently reduced and he
pled to those. So, what' I'm getting at, Your Honor, he's
been in jail for quite some time. He's been under a lot of
tension. He hasn't had any visits from any family member.
He hasn't seen his son in two years. .He wants to get out.
He wants to get this behind him. He and his wife are now
divorced. He doesn't want anything else to do with her.

He just wants the property issue settled. He's got family
in New York. He's got other places he wants to go. We're
asking the Court to consider not putting him in prison for
ten years and giving him a chance. You know, you can order
as a part of a criminal domestic violence conviction, you
can order counseling and you can suspend the sentence to
anything that you want. Like I said, this has been a
difficult situatioﬁ for the whole family and I understand
the victim, it's difficult on everybody. We're asking the
Court to take all that into consideration and especially
the fact that, like I said, he's been in jail for two years
now and he's lost pretty much everything he has. He
doesn't have anything. I don't think he knows where his
clothes are. He doesn't know where his car is. We tried

to locate friends of his that we cannot even find. We
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would ask the Court to consider something other than
sendiﬁg him away and give him credit for the two years that
he .sat there, hopefully learning his lesson, but I'm sure
he would like to address the Cou;t_and so if the Court
would like to hear from Mr. Laureano.

THE COURT: Absolutely, Mr. Laureano.
MR. LAUREANO: Your Honor, I've been working since

1969. I've supported two families. All four of my

children, my first two children from my first marriage, my

two children from my second marriage, have been

disrespectful, they've dropped out of schcol. They don't
want to go back to school. They don't want to wérk. They
want me to support them and allow them. to do as they
please. My wife, I've t§ld her since the beginning we got
married -- as a matter of fact, let me explain how we met:
The first day I met my wife was a Friday, July, 1983. I
had just gotten off of work. I used to do construction |
work. I was a CQnstruction foreman on electrical
scaffolding work. It's a very dangerous job and it's not
for cowards. I am not a coward. I am not a woman beater

and there's no proof to suggest it. 'When I took the first

CcDhV, I.had} for counsel, I had Sarah Drawdy as my lawyer

because I wanted to go to trial. I had been sitting in
jail for six months for a 30-day charge. My wife, on the
phone while I was in ACDC speaking with my lawyer, Sarah
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Drawdy, she told me if I take a plea I won't lose my
concealed weapons license, which was the main thing that
mattered to me because I'm a jeweler and I've run pawn
shops and stuff like that. With my kind of work, if I
don't have a concealed weapons license to get money around
and all that, I can't make a living. I can't work and make
dollars. 1In '94, I graduated from Greenville Tech as an
O0.R. Technician. 1I've also been in the military. 1I've
been a very honorable person. My wife, when I met her, she
was making $lOO0.00 a week working in the jewelry business.
She hasn't worked since .we've been married and she hasn't
gone back to school. She hasn't done anything to help our
family. Another thing is, since I've been in South
Carolina over 25 years, I have never been a threat to
anybody. I've helped the police in Greenville capture
people that steal things and bring them to pawn shops. You
can ask the pawn shop people in Greenville and the police
officers that pick up the tickets. I helped them collect
all these people that were stealing stuff and selling it to
the pawn shops. I've always been an honorable person. The
police in Greenville even wanted me to become a police
officer twenty-some-odd years ago. I am not the person she
has painted me out to be. Another thing is, I really need
you to listen to this because it is the God honest truth.

If you want to put me on a polygraph, I'll take it,
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whatever your want. Sodium Pentothal, whatever you want.
My wife, okay. My wife says she was abused sexually by her
father. Okay? .And then, this is éomethimg I found out
recently. That's why, yes, we've had argﬁments, but I'm a
Christian. \

THE COURT:  Let me stop you right here.

MR. LAUREANO: But I need to let you know Qhat's going
on.

THE COURT: Mr. Laureano, I'm not telling you again to
hush. Do you understand me?

MR. LAUREANO: Yes, sir.

- THE COURT: What you are not going to sit here in this
courtroom and do after you have been found guilty of
criminal domestic violence of a high and aggravated nature
against your wife is sit there and slander her to me. Yéu
are not endearing yourself to me at all and I'm not going
to here it. You will not go there at all. Do you
understand? If you want to say something else to try to
get ?ou a better sentence, that's fine, but you are not
going to do that. Do you understand? Do you understand?

MR. LAUREANO: Yes, sir.

THE COdRT: Okay. Do you have. anything else you want
to say?

MR. LAUREANO: There.were no injuries.

THE COURT: . Anything else?
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MR. LAUREANO: I'm innocent.

THE COURT: Mrs. Laureano, you were able to testify.

I will be glad to hear from you again. You do not have to
speak again at all, but do you have anything you want to
add?

MS. LAUREANO: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I need you to speak louder, because you
have a very low voice.

MS. LAUREANO: I'm sorry. Yeah, I know what he's done
and God knows. I'm just scared and I know if he.walks out
of this courtroom, he will come after me and my daughter
and that's my biggest fear. So, I mean, I'm just, I just
Want to be free. I just want to move. I don't want to be
scared, turning around sleeping, not sleeping, because of
what he's done. I mean, my family has been through a lot
because of what he has done.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, ma'am. Anything
further?

MR. LAUREANO: May I say one last thing?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. LAUREANO: I have no intentions of bothering her
ever again. I'm happy that we are divorced. I want to get
on with my life. I don't, to the day I die, I'm goihg to
love her, but I don't want to be with her, because she is

the mother of my children. I love her even though she did
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me wrong, I still love her. I will always love her, but
it's over. I mean, I would never harm the mother of my
childfen. The same was with my ex-wife. I would never do
anything to harm her; All I want is to be able to make
sure. my son gets'back,on track and probably goes back to

college, because he was doing'good until I made the mistake

. of bﬁying him a car on his sixteenth birthday and he went

nuts. I bought him four cars his first year of driving and
he just went nuts. I'm hoping now that he has a daughter
that maybe he will, you know, get himself together and do
the right thing. He could have gone to Clemson University
because he is a very intelligent person. Your Honor, if
you really look into this matter, he used to go to Wren
High School. -When,he was about ten years old his teachers-
wanted him to gé to college and someone in my family told
him not to because they would pick on him and make fun of
him and béat him up. My son could have been in college
taking college courses at the age of ten. “His teachers
wanted himvto go overseas and I couldn't scrape up the
$5000.00 becaﬁse of mismanagement on the part of mvaife.
Every penny I've ever madé; she was in control of. I never
put it in my pockef. I never hung out with anybodyt The
young man that's back there, Eric Smith, we used to work on
cell phone towers together. My son told me thatrthey are

together. He's supposed to.be my friend. I'm not mad at
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him. I feel like he did me a favor, honestly. I feel like
he did me a favor because I fulfilled my Christian duties
as a husband and she wants a divorce, I'm not obligated
anymore. I have no animosity to her. None, whatsoever. I
would never harm her and if she would look -- how can she
say we were fighting three days and I smack you twice in
the face and there are no marks? I mean, common sense will
tell you it didn't happen. It didn't -happen. I'm not
trying to argue with you, Your Honor. I mean, I hope you
have the wisdom of -- excuse me. I hope you have the ‘
wisdom of Solomon. I love my family more than I love
myself. I would literally put my life in the guillotine.
If you thought I was guilty, I would-put myself on the
guillotine for my family. Even if she hates me, I will
always love her. I don't know if you can understand that,
because most people think I'm insane for caring. I do care
about my family. If anything, I would love for you to help
my wife and my daughter by getting them some counseling,

because they stopped taking medication. I tried to explain

- that to Officer Collins when I was arrested. I'm afraid

that maybe because of my mother-in-law having Parkinson's
Disease, she might get it. I, I swear to you, if you would
put me on a lie detector, I love her to pieces. I'm not

going to bother her anymore. I know it's over. I'm the

'only Laureano that I know that has ever been married that
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long to any woman, because.in my family, they are all
womanizers. I can swear to you, since I've been with my
wife, we got married November 6, 1986. She doesn't even
remember the date. Okay? I've been with my wife,
faithful. She's had peoplé tell her I've been with othér
women, ‘but I can tell you as a man, I{ve never been with
another woman since I married her. I;ve tried to teachlmyil
son how to be honorable. I've tried to lead them by
example. I've even told my son and daughter, if you don't
like my rulés of going back to school or getting a job,
move out. That's why I'm here because they said, no, this
is my home, you get out. That home was,put‘in her name
because Norman Newton Mitchell and you can vérify this,
Norman Newton Mitchell gave me the hduse, but I told him to
put it in her name becausé she's always been insecure.

When I was going to Greenville Tech. to study to be an O.R.
Technician,'every time there was final exams, she wouid |
argue with me. Since I've known her, I've nogiced'like

every three months, she would go through a phase where she

- would have these manic moments where she would .go up and

down. Every day of my life, I've told my wife either I

. love you or I would: say some joke like, "Have I told you I

love you today?" And if she would say.no I would say,
"Remind me of it and I will." That's something I got from

a movie Zorro. I've always told my wife I loved her
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because she had self esteem problems. She says that I'm
very intelligent. 1I'm not very intelligent. I'm just, I
just try to do what's right, because if you do what's
right, you don't have to remember lies. I have no reason
to lie about this situation. My children have gotten out
of control and Fountain Inn, if you check with Fountain
Inn, my daughter was going there to school in elementary
school. I had to go speak with a teacher because I don't
even spank my children. I don't spank my children because
I was abused as a child. My mother used to beat me
severely. If you ever ask my children, especially my son,
I've only spanked him once and it was because of his sister
that I spanked him and I begged him to forgive me and I
told him I would never touch him again. I spanked him
because I didn't want my wife to spank him. She is a
little rougher than me. I never used to spank my children.
I don't think my daughter can say I've ever spanked her,
but she probably will because she said things in here that
I've done that I didn't do. Okay. I'm not doing anything
to her, but this is a fact. My daughter married a I.V.
drug user. Before she did, she came to me and éays, "Papa,
I need your blessings to marry this guy. Everybody in the
neighborhood knows this Willy Jimmy, Jimmy Wiliy Moore,
that he's a drug addict, a wife beater. He's even got

CDV's in Tennessee and South Carclina. 1I've had to go to
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Tennessee to pick up my daughter aﬁd bring her back to
South Carolina. The very next day she would go back. This
happened several times. My daughter was living in crack
houses with my grandson while she was pregnant. I took my
daughter, her junky husband in my home so I coﬁld'proﬁect

my grandchildren, my grandson Kendall and my unborn, Keith,

‘my unborn grandson, Keith. I took them in my house with

her husband, something that I'm surprised that I did
because I can't see a junky being in my house. I took them
in because it guaranteed my daughter would be okay. That's

the only way she would move in. Then, when she accused me

of CDV, that was March 8, 2009. No, March 8, yeah, March

8, 2009. That day was my father's birthday. That's why I
remember it very well. March 8th is his birthday. That
day I had planned to go down to Florida.to get a job
because I had job as a personal security.guard, armed

security guard, that I was going to do in Florida. I was

. going to relocate my family because of all the stress that

my daughter has brought into the family because of her
being -- if you look at my daughter, she lcoks like she is

on drugs. She doesn't look as healthy as she was before.

_'My kids are dressed in nasty clothes. I used to dress my

‘kids with designerﬁclothes and I would wear cheap clothes,

but good enough to go to work in because the kind of work I
do, if I'm welding gold, sometimes gold'will ijp”and it
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will burn holes in your clothes and so I can't have super
expensive clothes for work. My daughter has been very
disrespectful. When I got out, like I said, when I got out
of the first CDV, I only took the plea because I had done
six months for a 30-day charge and my lawyer, Sarah Drawdy,
said I could keep my concealed weapons —---

THE COURT: I heard that Mr. Laureano.

MR. LAUREANO: Okay. Okay. I never would have done
that if I didn't think and the reason I stood my ground
today here in this court is because if you look at the
transcri -- the paperwork that the police filled out, my
daughter accused me of threatening to kill her and my two
grandkids. I stood my ground because whether you send me
to prison or not, I want my grandsons to know the facts. I
stood my ground. I could have tooken a plea and been out
of here, but I want my grandsons to nevér have a doubt, I
wéuld never hurt them. My son told you, it was yesterday,
that, well no.. He told my lawyer that I'm very good with
kids. As a matter of fact, every neighborhood ---

THE COURT: He also stated, Mr. Laureano, that the day
in question you were sitting there smoking marijuané with
him and drinking.

MR. LAUREANO: Who said that?

THE COURT: Your son.

MR. LAUREANO: Well, I don't know what his problem is.
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I can tell you this. He was arrested. When he finished
testifying yesterday, he was arrestéd, taken down to ACDC
and then my daughter d;opped the charges she had dn him.
Dc you think that might be influencing what he said? I'm
just saying. Think about it.

" THE COURT: Mr. Laureano, do you have anything else
constructive to add?

MR. LAUREANO: I hope for your mercy. I hobe that you
try to understand, my main concern was, I want my grandsons
to know Papa did not threaten to kill them in any way, any
form, or my wife or daughter. Any place that I've aiways
lived, all the kids would:come to my house and say, "Papa,
Willy."” They would come to eat, they would come to get
clothes, fﬁrniture, love and that's out of my pocket. I
didn't get subsidies from the State to do these things. I
did those things out of my own pocket because I'm the sole
breadwinner. All these things I've done. My wife has
volunteered for the lep%osy mission. Everything she's done
for charity is because I footed the bill. Evérything she's
done is because I footed the bill. She's been offered two
jobs that paid over $30,000.00 a year and she would prefer
to get food stamps. |

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr. Laureano. The
jury, having found you gﬁilty, I'm going to sentence you to
eight years. I'm.going to suspend that on the service of.
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48 months. I will put you on probation for five years.
I'11 give-you credit for time served. While you are on
probation, you will undergo random drug testing and alcohol
testing.' You shall have no contact with the victim,
whatsoever, unless specifically allowed by Family Court
order. You shall successfully attend anger management and
if any of your counselors believe that you need psychiatric
counseling, you shall undergo that. That will be the
sentence of the Court with regard to this.

Mr. Laureano, you have -- no, sir. (Mr. Laureano
motioned that he wanted to speak) ‘You have ten days in
which to appeal my sentence. Now, that being done --
Ma'am?

MS. REEVES: May I add the daughter to that no contact
order, please?

THE COURT: Yes. Now, this -- Jo, would you hand me
that exhibit, please. The one where he wrote a note to the
jury. (Note is passed up to the Judge) We are finished
with the sentencing hearing and I'm convening a hearing on
whether or not I am going to hold you in contempt. For the
record, as the jury was coming in this morning to be
charged on the law of CDVHAN and CDV, the Defendant had a
note that was displéyed prominently for the jury to see.

In fact, they saw it. It says, "You have a right to see

this. Please ask."™ And I noticed it about .the same time
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.Mr. Laureano's attorney noticed it. I saw that Mr.

Anderson was trying to get it and cover it up and move it
and Mr. Laureéno was grabbing his arms so they would see
it; ‘That's What I saw. Okay? Now, Mr. Laureano, what db
you haye to say in defense for yourself?

MR. LAUREANO: ’ Your Honor, I'm an innocent man that's
been sitting jail for two years because I wasn't willing tp
take a plea. My grapdsons'mean ——-

THE COURT: No, sir. 1I'm going to have you réspond to
what were you thinking when you put this néte up here in
front of the jury. I've heard all that ---

MR. LAUREANO: Oh, basically ---

THE COURT: --- and'I don't need ---.

MR. ANDERSON: Just briefly. Just so he is focuéed on
what you are asking him, but. like he stated before, he haé
béen iﬁ jail for two years. He has been through two other
attorneys as we knqw ffom_the other-motions. He has
expressed to me a huge amount’of ffﬁstration with the legal
system and I'm bbviously not blaming anybcdy. I came in )
later. He's exﬁressed,frustration'to me numerous times on
many of the things . I've done..>He terminated the,serviées
of aﬁ,initial pﬁblié defender and a secqnd*lawyer, so I
thinkjit was probably a culmination that he's béenvin there
for two years and he'$~been reading law books and trying to

learn about the system and I try to explain to him, you

THE STATE OF SOUTH CARQLIN A VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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know, this stuff is aamissible, this is not admissible,
this is something you are going to want fo talk about, and
as you can see, he has amassed a large amount of materials
over there and I think it finally had built up in his mind
that none of us were treating him the way he ié supposed to
be treated, so I think and I'm not trying to justify it
because I tried to take it down, but I think that's where
the sign came from, for whatever that's.worth.

THE COURT: Mr. Laureano, do you have anything you
want to add with regard -- I don't want to hear anything
about your supporting anybody. I've heard that for the
last teh minutes. I want to hear your response if you want
to add anything else about putting the sign up in front of
the jury. They acknowledged to me just a minute ago that
they saw it trying to be put up.

MR. LAUREANO: Excuse me?

THE COURT: The jury saw that when they were coming in
and, obviously, you were attempting to impact them with
that sign.

MR. LAUREANO: Well, I was trying to get reason. I
mean, if, if, if you give the jury this information when
there is this much information, (indicating) don't you
think it would prejudice me and I've been sitting in jail

for two years? I've been attacked by gang bangers four

‘times by three different, you know, crazy people, you know.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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THE COURT: Let me say this, you exercised your right
to the Fifth Amendment, which is absolutely yours and any
othef citizens right to do, but having exercised that
right; you are not allowed to send messages to the jury,
whatsoever. You were trying to tamper with the jury's
deciéion outside the scope. I saw it. That constitutes
direct contempt. I'm going to find you in contempt and I
am going to sentence you to 90 days, which will be
consecutive to my senteﬁce I just gave. In other words,
you are going to do your sentence that I just gave to you
and then after you do that,  you will do 90 days\for your-
contempt. .That will be the end of this.hearing.

MR..ANDERSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes,. sir.

THE COURT: You also have teﬁ days to appeal that

sentence, as well.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VERUS WILLIAM LAUREANO
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- STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INDICTMENT

. )
COUNTY OF Anderson ) -

At a Court of General Sessidhs, convened on JUN 2 9 2pig. the érand Jurors of

Anderson County present upon their oath:

Domestic/ Criminal domestic violence of a high and agqravated
- ' nature

That William Laureano did in Anderson County, South Carolina on or
‘about February 2, 2010, cause, offer, or attempt to cause physical harm or
’i.njury to Miriam La'tlJreano. a household or family member, with present
ability under circumstances reasonably creating fear or imminent peril and
| William Laureano intentionally committed an assault and battery which
invoived the use of a deadly weapon, or resulted in serious bodily injury
and/or assault, with or without an aécompanying battery, which would
reasonably cause fear of imminent serious bodily injury- or death. All in
violation of Sections 16-25-65, 16-25-20 and 17-25-30, Code of Laws of

South Carolina, (1976), as amended.

A TRUE COPY -

JUL 16 283
la0n Yoty

CLERK OF COURY

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and provided.
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— INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2010GS0401379
William Laurcano

A A/WHE 1398079
gac;:gr W - Sex: M - Age: 54 SC.Code § : 16250063
: . o)
_ City,State.ZIp:  Eagley, SC 20642-9628

)
)
)
)
)  Date of Offense: _2/2/2010
)
)
)
)
)

DL#: SID#: SENTENCE SHEET
*CDL Yes[[] No['] CMV Yes[] No[7] Hazmat Yes[] Neo[] » J
CONVICTED OF or

In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was

PLEADS
TO: Domestie/ Criminal domestic violenceof a high and aggravated natwre .
in violation of § 16-25-0085 of the §.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 2988
] NON-VIOLENT [ VIOLENT [JSERIQUS  [JMOSTSERIQUS  [JMandatory GPS{CSC [§17-25-45
. . { . w/miner 15t or Lewd Act)
The charge is: As [ndicted, [JLesser (ncluded Offense, [ Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant's initials)

The pleais:, » [JWithoptNegotiations or Recommendation, [0 Negotiated Sentence, [] Recommendation by the State,

Reeves, Kristin W. - SCBar# Defendant ATtorney for Defendant SC Bar?
WHEREFORE, the Defendant, is commited to the

AW State Department of Corrections, [] County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of days/monthy

@ r  [J underths Youthfpl Ader Apt pe b excesd years
and/or to pay & fine of $ ; providee-fat upon the service of - day§ hé/years and/or payment
: plus costs and assessments as applicable®; the balance is suspended with probation for :

W and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
- probition4h

tian&hich are incorporatgd by reference. : ‘/ _} .
{1, CONCURRENT or ﬁ CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: '{B Cen U 0 no
The Defendant is 1o be gifen credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code £ 24413-40 to be calculated ahd applied 7—S
0de 5473-25-135—

by the State Depaniment of Corrections. )
(7] The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Negléct pursuant to S.C. C N S——

Pursuant to 18 U.S,C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of 4 viglation of Section 16-2 »ZAT&&E,WGQPY

Domestic Violence ) tu ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammuuition.

' T SPECIAL CONDITIONS: » ~
[(JRESTITUTION: [[] Deferred [7] Def. Waives Hearlng [Jordered  pTUP JUL i 62013
Total: § plus 20% fee: $ — dsys/hours Public|Service Employment
Payment Terms: - : Obtain GED
[Z] Setby SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rr?.haE.J or Job Co:t. mg%

May serve W/E begining Qsxor

Recipient: : Substance Abuse Counseling O
*Fine: $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing
§ 14-1-206 (Assessmants 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly
314-1-21 (A} D) (Cony. Surcharge) $100 $ | C.’ £2 o0 pmis. of $ beginning J
& 14-1-211{A)2) (DU Surchargy) $100 $ . . avy
3 $6-5-2995 (U1 Assessment) $12 3 cih;r-—-——— pa’t" Public pefenge'f:;‘ij .y
§ S6-1-286 (DUI Breuth Test) $25 [3 o .
Provise 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $500 % Z ~Ye) Y 2
§ 14-1-212(Luw Enforce. Funding) $25 [ =< 00O
3 14-1-213 (Drug Coun surcharge) $150 3 men SL. XV
§ 50-21+1 143U} Breuth Test Fee) $50 9 ) ', Oy £
§ 56-5-2942(1) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ca $ M~ Appoidted PD orappointed other counsel,
Proviso 90.5 (SCCIA Surcharge) 85 $ § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3 to County  (if paid in installments) $ during probation. ‘
TOTAL g

Presiding Judge
Judge Code:

Cleek of Courv %
Coun Reponer: \_);' \ y Sentence Date: s — -

SCCARIT (03201 1)
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L STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA|  )J—=— 1 zZ T =9
) IN THE FAMILY COURT §€:‘; 5 g.‘?"‘,‘_’
COUNTY OF ANDERSON )| JUL 25 203 | Y= 23
W - X
min Zen
Miriam R. Laureano, ) i fote . . wr U '.43?-::
Plai.ntiﬁ'; ) (‘,LERI( ur COMRT . ;b L i I-;
) DECREEOFDIVORCE = = »g £ &
V. ) .
: ) CASE NUMBER: 2010-DR-04-749
William Laureano, ) - ‘
Defendant, ) '
: ATRUE COPY
JUDGE: The Honorable Tomrhy B. Edwards ¥ ' ;"’FEB 9: 2012
'HEARING DATE: - September 3, 2010 ' T o
PLAINTIFF'S ATTY: M. J, Goodwin N S ﬁlz!:!“ —
REPORTER: ~ Ashbrook _ oo

This matter was before the Cout on the Complaint of the Plaintiff seekinig a divorce on the
grounds of physical cruelty, as well as certain other relief. The Defenda.nt was personally served
with this action on April 5, 2010 but filed no responsive pleadmgs andisin default. An afﬁdavnt .
of default was ﬂled' on May 11, 2010 and the matter was scheduled for a final hearing. The
Plaintiff was presént at the hearing with her anoméy 'fhe Defendant, who was present without

 counsel, was properly notified of the hearing by certified mail, return receipt requested The

.- Defendant, who is mcarcerated was transported to the Courthouse by Anderson County Shenﬁ‘ s
‘ Office from the Anderson County Detentxon Center.

This matter was scheduled for a final uncontested hearing; howeyer, the parties are now
unable to agree on the issues of division of marital property, division of debts, alimony, restraining
orders and payment of attorney fees and costs. The attorney for the Plaintiff requested that the
Court bifurcate the p"roceedihgs to allow the issues, except the division of marital property, division '
of debts, alimony, restraining orders and payment ofattomey fees a.nd cosis, to be heard today.

- This motjon was granted. The Plaintiff proceeded for a divorce,
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Based upon the pleadings filed in this matter and the testimony and evidence presented at

the hearing, this Court makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

{.  The Plaintiff and the Defendant are both citizens and residents of the County of
Anderson, State of South Carolina. The parties last resided together as husband and
wife in Anderson County, and did so for more than three months prior to the filing
of this action; all parties, matters and things herein are within the jurisdiction of this

Court.

2. The Plaintiff and the Defendant are husband and wife, having been married on or
about November 6, 1982, and that as a result of this marriage, two children were
born, both of whom are now adults, No additional children are expected.

3. TheDefendant has engaged in acts of physical cruelty toward the Plaintiff which
have caused a breakdown in the marital relatfonship. Reconciliation is not possible.

4. The Plaintiff provided Robert Osbome as her corroborating witness. Mr. Osborne
testiffed that he had observed the Plaintiff with evidence of physical abuse on her

bedy following an attack by the Defendant.

5. The contested issues of division of marital property, debts, alimony, restraining
orders and payment of attorney fees and costs shall be held in abeyance for a future

hearing,

6. Mediation in this matter shall be waived and a one and half hour final hearing shall

be requested.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. I conclude that this Court has jurisdiction of this case pursuant to the jurisdictional statute of the
Family Court, codified in the Code of Laws of South Carolina, Section 63-3-530, as amended.
2. 1 conclude that Sections 20-3-50 and 20-3-60 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, as

Page2of 3
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amended, gives this Court jurisdiction and venue over the parties and subject matter of this action————- .

PR——

3. I conclude that Section 20-3-80 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, as amended, sets forth
certain statutory delays which must be met.
4. I conclude that Section 20-3-20 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, s amended, proh:bxis

, fraud or collusion in the pmcurement of a divorce.

5. 1conclude that the Constitution of the State of South Carolina, Article 17, Section 3, and

Sectioﬂ 20-3-10 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina, ag amended, allows the Court to grant a
d.\vorce on the grounds of Physical Cruelty, as provided by law. ) ’ i
6. I conclude that a reconciliation conference is mandated pursuant to the Code of Laws of Som.h

1

" Carolina, Section 20-3-90, as amended.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

1. . The Plaintiff's motion to bifurcate this proceeding is granted.

2. The Plaintiff is gra.nmd a divorce, a vinculo matrimonii, from the Defendant, on the
stat}xtofy ground of physical cruelty. o

3. - Thecontested issues of division of marital property, debts, alimony, restraining .
orders and payment of attorney fees and costs shal] be held in abeyance for a future |

hearing. A G‘?“

4, Mediation in this matter shall be waived and a one and }mlf hour final hearing shall

be requested,
IT IS SO ORDERED.
SeptemberZi, 2010 ' i =z
Anderson, South Carolina : Eg

i
4
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability, with the August 13, 2007, order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Interim Guidance Regarding Personal Data Identifiers and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

) L

daH. Carter
Deputy Chief Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a true copy of the Record on Appeal in the above referenced case has been
served upon Mark R. Farthing, Esquire, at Rembert Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly Street, Room

519, Columbia, SC 29201 this 27th day of September, 2013.
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Brandon Hall
Administrative Specialist

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me

this 27th day of Septemper, 2013.
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Notary Public for S6uth Carolina
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