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The Supreme Court of %hutb Carolina

Lee C. Pl and Nelle S. PUIE as Guardians ad Litem
for L. WY SN 2 minor, Plantiffs,

.
“The School District of Greenville, Défendant.

Lower Court Case No. 2013-CP-23 —03447
ORDER

The motion to assign this case to the Business Court Pilot Program is denied. This
case, however, is hereby assigned to the Honorable Edward W. Miller, circuit court -
judge. Judge Miller shall have jurisdiction over this case regardless of where he
may be assigned and he shall insure that this case is resolved in an expedited
manner.

o<

AN HOEFER TOAL T
CHIEF JUSTICE '

Columbia, South Carolina
September 9, 2013

cc:  The Honorable Edward W, Miller
The Honorable Paul B, Wickensimer
Carl F. Muller, Bsquire
Thomas Kennedy Barlow, Esquire
Kimberly Kelley Blackburn, Esquire
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STATE OF SOUTH CAR@LINZ&CM 3
COUNTY OF GREENNJILE - %‘ p) I: ZEHIRTEENIH IUDIC[AL CIRCUIT

MR IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Lee C. Nl and Nelle S. AR as CASE NO.; 2013-CP—23~03447
Guardians ad Litem for
L S Ry - cinor
Phlaintiffs,
Vs, WRIT OF MANDAMUS AND ORDER

The School District of Greenville
County,

Defendant,

vvvvvvvvvvvv

This action was brought on June 21, 2013 by the filing of 2 Summons and Complaint
with the Court of Common Pleas in Greenville County. The Comphint seeks a Wirit of
Mandamus Airecting the Defendant, The School District of Greenville County, forthwith to
restore the grades and rank of the minor Plaintiff, 1. -I-, to the levels first
determined by his school, Southside High School, at the beginning of his junior year, before
reduction by the Defendant. The Complaint also seeks an injunction prohibiting the
akeration of his grdes and rank in a manner inconsisterit with the sought Writ of
Mandamus.  Southside High School is a high school in Greenville County under the
direction and contro] of the Defendant School District,

The Defendant answered on August 6, 2013, On August 8, 2013 the Phintiff moved
for expedited trial in the Business Court on the ground that the Plaintiff is a rising senior and
ﬁH be applying to college this fall. On September 9, 2013, the Honorable Jean H. Toal,
Chief jﬁsrice of the South Carolina Supreme Court, declined to assign the case to the
Business Court Pilot Program bu; did assign it to the Honorable Edward W, Miller, Circuit

Judge. She further ordered that “Judge Miller shall have jurisdiction aver this case regardless

SCANNED

j‘f ,,/( ENTERED COMPUTER
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of where he may be assigned and he shall insure tha this case is resolved in an expedited .

manner.” The case was tred to the Courr without a jury on October 4, 2013. The facts
\
were virtually undisputed.

In brief, the Phinuff, 1 Gg» AR, is 2 rising senior ar Southside High
School. He transferred there at the beginning of his junior year from Riverside Military
Acadermy in the State of Georgia. At the time of his transfer, his grades from Riverside
Military Academy were transferred to Southside High School. They were initially accepted
by Southside High School in accordance with the law of the State of South Carolina, the
Sout.h Carolina Uniform Grading Policy issued by the South Carolina Department of
Education and the Defendant’s own grading policy: On October 3, 2012, Southside High
School issued the Plainsiff his grades and mﬁk. The next day, the parent of another student
in the junior class at Southside High School complained to the school about the Plaintiffs
grades. 'The administration at Southside High School initially informed the parent that the
Plaintiff's grades had been aeterrnined correctly. Approximately two months later, in late
I\}ovember 2012, the Defendant reduced the Plaintiffs grades and rank after determining

that, in its judgment, Phintiff had received 5 1o 10 borus points for each honors and

Advanced Placement class at Riverside Military. According to the Defendai, this would'

have created a "double bump” on his Southside transc;ipt when the grades were transferred.
The Defendant may have made this change in a well-intentioned effort ar what it
considered to be faitness and equality in interpreting the Plaintiff’s transcrpt from Riverside
Military Academy. I assign no blame to anyone for the change. Nevertheless, the change
)

was in violation of state law; the grading policy of the South Carolina Department of

Education, and the Defendant’s own grading policy. SC Code Section 59-5-68 directs the

N
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South Carolina State Board of Education to adopt a uniform grading policy: It further
directs the school districts of the state 1o use that policy. 'This policy is as follows:

“When transcripts are received from accredited out-of-state schools (or in state from

accredited sources other than the public schools) and numerical averages are

provided, those averages must be used in transferring the grades to the student’s
record.” [Emphasis added)
That state pdlicy i; repeated verban'm. in the Defendant’s own grading policy, as required by
SC Code Section 59-5-68.

Southside High School correctly followed policy when it initially detéﬁnined the
Plaintiff's grades and rank on October 3, 2012. The Défendant deviated from that policy
when it did not accept the numerical averages provided on the official transcripe by Riverside
Military Academy and instead changed Plaintiffs grades and rank based on its interpretation
of the grading policy and actions of Riverside Military Academy. The Court is further
concemed this improper change was made without notice to the Phintff or an oppbxtum'ty
to be heard.

What the Plaintiff seeks is thac his grades and rank be restored as originally
determined by Southside High School on October 3, 2012, I hereby grant his request and
issue this Writ of Mandamus requiring the Defendant to do so immediately: Also, the
Plaintiff has requested ‘an injunction prohibiting the alteration of his grades and rank in a

manner inconsistent with this Writ of Mandamus, I hereby grant that injunction.

/(a/m@

Honomble Edward W. Miller
Circuit Judge
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit

ANDITIS SO ORDERED.

October i, 2013
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'STATE OF SOUTHCAROLINA .\, .. .. JUDGMENTINA CIVIL CASE
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE LR e, R CASE NUMBER 2013CP2303447
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS F:li & PR

1ImmC PO Nelie s AP School District OF
3 eor - . reenville County
L —— SR &
PLAINTIFF(S) - DEFENDANT(S)
i Attorney for: [ ] Plaintiff [_] Defendant
Submitted by: [_] Self-Represented Litigant

‘ DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE)
JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues have been tried and a verdict rendered.

modify arbitration award;
DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX):

[ Affiemed; [ JReversed; [ Remanded;  [] Other;

. NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE ~
CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL. ) )
IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: [ See attached order; (formal arder to follow) [] Statement of Judgment by the Court:
ORDER INFORMATION '

J

0 DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court, The Issues have been tried or heard and a
decision rendered, [ ] See Paee 2 for additional information,

*[C}] ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON): ] Rule 12(b), SCRCP; [1 Rule 41(n), SCRCP (Val. Nonsuit);

[] Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); [] Other: : .

] ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  [J Rule 40(j) SCRCP; [} Bankruptey;
{7 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or [ oOther:

[

This order [ ] ends [[] does not end the case.
Additional Information for the Clerk:

INFORMATION FOR THE JUDGMENT INDEX
Complete this section below when the judgment affects title to real or personal property or if any amount should be enrolled. If
there is no judgment information, indicate “N/A™ in one of the boxes below.

Judgment in Favor of - Judgment Against Judgment Amount To be Enrolled
(List name(s) below) (List name(s) below) (List amount(s) below)

If applicable, describe the property, including tax map information and address, referenced in the order:

The judgment information above has been provided by the submitting party. Disputes concerning the amounts contained
in this form may be addressed by way of motion pursuant to the SC Rules of Civil Procedure. Amounts to be computed
such as interest or additional taxable costs not available at the time the form and final arder are submitted to the Jjudge
may be provided to the clerk. Note: Title abstractors and researchers should refer to the official court order for
judgment details, )

10/7/2013
Circuit Court Judge Judge Code Date

CPFORMACm
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 32013)
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% For Clerk of Court Office Use Onl&

This judgmeérit was enitered on 7th day of October, 2013, and a copy mailed first class ‘of placed in the appropriate attorney”s box on
7th day of Octaber, 2013, to attorneys of record or to parties {when appearing pro se) as follows:

’ Thomas Kennedy Barlow Childs & Halligan, P.A. P.O. Box
Carl F. Muller 607 Pendleton St., Ste. 201 Greenville, SC 11367 Columbia, SC 29211

29601 Kimberly Kelley Blackburn Childs & Halligan, P.A. P.O.
Box 11367 Columbia, SC 29211
ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE PLAINTIFF(S) ATTORNEY(S) FOR THE DEFENDANT(S)

Paul B. Wickensimer Greenville County Clerk Of
Court Reporter Court - Clerk of Court

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING DECISION BY THE COURT AS REFERENCED ON PAGE 1.

This action came to trial or hearing before the court, The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.

CPFORMACmM
SCCA SCRCP Form 4C (Revised 3/2013)
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STATE OF SOUTH CARONA ) '
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) ‘
) .
B C. il and Nelle S. Pl s Guardians ad ) CIVIL ACTION COVERSHEET
Litem for Lyl P4, 2 minor ,
Plaintiff(s) ) : L}L/,’]
) 2013-(:1)-_8?_3-@
Vs, )
)
The School District of Greenville County )
Defendant(s) ) 2o

SC Bar #: WD
4131 : :
Telephone #:  864-991-8904 -

(Please Print)
Submitted By: Carl F. Muller
Address: PO Box 1717, Greenville, SC 29602

=y
Fax #: 864-751-2831 Kg?
, Other: T
E-mail: cari@carlmullerlaw.conr-

NOTE: The cover sheet and information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filing and service of pleadingy or uth{ri;iaper:
as required by law. This form is required for the use of the Clerk of Coart for the purpose of docketing. It must be filled osttomplitely, -
signed, and dated. A copy of this cover sheet must be served on the defendaut(s) along with the Summoaos and Complaint. O

DOCKETING INFORMATION (Check all that apply)
*If Action is Judgment/Setilement do not complete

[] JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint. [X NON-JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint.
[] This case is subject to ARBITRATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
[J This case is subject to MEDIATION pursuant to the Court Annexed Aliernative Dispute Resolution Rules.
(] This case is exempt from ADR. (Proof of ADR/Exemption Attached)
NATURE OF ACTION (Check One Box Below)
Contracts Torts - Professiousl Malpractice Torts— Personal Injury Real Property
{d  Constructions (100) O  Dental Malpractice (200) O Assauit/Stander/Libel (300) 3 Claim & Detivery (400)
a Debt Collection (110) (3 Legal Malpractice (210) O  Conversion 310) O Condemnation (4)0)
O Employment (120) O Medical Malpractice (220) O Motor Vehicle Accident (320) O Foreclosure (420)
[} General {130) Previous Notice of Intent Case ¥ - []  Premises Liability (330) [J Mechanic's Licn (430)
ad Breach of Contract(140)  20___CP-_ - [ Pproducs Liability (340) 0O Partition (440)
(] Other (199} " {1  Notice/File Mcd Mat (230) [ Personal Injury (350) O Possession (450)
[0  Other(299) []  Wrongful Death {360) [ Building Code Violation {460)
0O  ower399) O Other (499
{nmate Petitions Jodgments/Setticiments Administrative Law/Redief : Appeals
[J PCR (500} O Death Sertlement (700) {1 Reinstate Driver’s License (800) [ Arbitration (900)
00 Mandamus (520) 0 Foreign Judgment (710) [3  Judicial Review (810) O Magisate-Civil (910)
[0  Habeas Corpus (530) O Magistrate’s Judgrent (720) [ Relief (820} [ Magistrate-Criminal (920)
" Other(599) =] Minor Setilement (730) (X Permanent Injunction (830) O Municipal (930)
£J . Trenscript Judgment (740) 1 Forfeiture-Petition (840) [0  Probate Court (340)
[J °  Lis Pendens (750) O  Forfeiure—Consent Order (850)° [ SCDOT (950)
(m] Transfer of Structured [m] Other (899) [J  Worker's Comp (960}
Settlement Payment Rights [3 Zoning Board (970)
Application (760)
Other {799) a (Pg\;l:)l;c Service Commission
. Special/Complex /Other ] Employment Security Comm {991)
a Environmental (600) [ Pharmaccuticals (630)
[0 Automobile Arb. (640) 8 Unfair Trade Practices (640) O Other(999)
0 Medical (620) O  Out-of State Depositions (650)
< Other (699) 3 Motlon to Quash Subpoena in
an Out-of-County Action {660)
¥rit of {0 Sexual Predator (510)
Mandamus
, .
Submitting Party Signature: L,J /4 e Date: June 21, 2013
L
Page | of 3

SCCA /234 (01/2011)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CASE NO.: 2013-CP-23 w—_‘

Lee C. Rl and Nelle S, B, 2s )
Guardians ad Litem for )
L VIS « minor )
)
Plaingiffs, )
)
vs. ) SUMMONS R
The School District of Greenville ™% 0 » e
Couaty, ) Urgg
) . -
Defendant. ) =)
1 ) 5%
=
s

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and requited to answer the Complaint in this

action, a copy of which is hereby served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer upon

Plaintiffs through their attorney, as follows:

Carl F. Muller, Esq.

Carl F. Muller, Attommey at Law, P.A.
607 Pendleton Street, Suite 201
Greenville, South Carolina 29601 -

within thirty (30) days from the date of service, and if you fail to answer the Complaint, the

Plaintiffs will apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

L/ idter

Cad F. Muller ’ SC Bar No. 4131
607 Pendleton Street, Suite 201

Greenville, SC 29601

864-991-8904

864-751-2831 (fax)

carl@carlmullerlaw.com

Respectfully submitted,

- Greenville, SC
Dated: 6{) Uae 2{,20/3—
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROCLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) .
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Lee C. M and Nelle S. [y as ) CASE NO.: 2013-CP-23- QS J j ]
Guardians ad Litem for ) o
L Gy "ARS . - rminor, )
' )
Plaintiffs, ) =
: )
Vs, ) COMPLAINT =
) o
The School District of Greenville ) NON-JURY -
County, b 7
) i
Defendant. ) =
) o

The Plaintiffs, complining of the Defendant, would tespectfully show unto the

Court:

1. The Plintiffs are duly appointed Guardians ad Litem for their son, L. N

P- He and they are citizens and residents of Greenville County, South
Cazrolina, and are domiciled there.

2. The Defendant is a governmental entity and the public school district of Greenville

County, South Carolina. One of its schools is Southside ngh School.

3 LNy S s - rising: senior at Southside High School. He transferred
there at the beginning of his junior year from Riverside Military Academy in the State
of Georgia.

4. At the time of his transfer, his grades from Riverside Military Academy were

transferred to Southside High School They ‘were accepted by Southside High

School in accordance with the laws of the State of South Carolina, the South

‘000009



10.

11,

@ o
Carolina Uniform Grading Policy issued by the South Carolina Department of
Education, and the Defendant’s grading policy and rules.
LA TR v :; then ranked by Southside High School as first in his class.
Shortly thereafter, the mother of another student in the Junior Class at Southside
High School complained to the school about the grades and rank of IJENNNENS
"
The administration at Southside High School infc;rmed her that his grades and rank
had been determined correctly.
She continued her complaints and they reached the administrative level of the
Defendant. .
In viclation of South Carolina law, the South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy
issued by the South Carolina Department of Education and the Defendant’s own

grading policy and rules, the Defendant yielded to her demands and reduced the

grades and rank of | NN TN

As a result of this action, the rights of L JNNNES" il bave been violated and
his prospects for gaining admission to a college or university of his choice have been
impaired.

L. SRS T i cntitled to 2 Writ of Mandamus from this Court direc.ting the
Defendant forthwith to restore his grades and rank to the levels first determined by
Southside High School at the beginning of his junior year, before reduction, and an
injunction prohibiting the alteration of his grades and rank in a manner inconsistent
with the Writ of Mandamus.

Wherefore, the Plainu'ffs pray that the Court issue a Writ of Mandamus 'directing the

Defendant forthwith to restore the grades and sank of I _ to the levels first

000010



determined by Southside High School at the beginning of his junioz yéa.t, before reduction,
and an injunction prohibiting the alteration of his grades and rank in 2 manner inconsistent

with the Writ of Mandamus. The Plaintiffs pray also for such other and further relief as

Ay

Catl F. Muller SC Bar No. 4131
607 Pendleton Street, Suite 201 i
Greenville, SC 29601 '
864-991-8904

864-751-2831 (fax)

carl@ecartlmullerlaw.com

shall be right and proper, and the costs of this action.

Greenville, SC

Dated: June 21, 2013
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) A
: ' ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

. COUNTY OF GREENVILLE )

Lee CouMB and Nelle S. PRI a5
Guardians ad Litem for
P&ER. - minor,

C.A. No. 2013-CP-23-063447

Plaintiffs, " ANSWER AND AFFIRMATIVE

-DEFENSES

vs.
The Sch'(-)ol District of Greenville County,

Defendant,

bV b~ 9V €0

Defendant, School District of Greenville County, by and through its mdcrsigncd—u?'ouns

hereby responds to the Compl'aint of Plaintiffs in accordance with the pumbered paragraphs

thereof, as follows:

1. - Admitted on information and belief.

2. Admitted

3. Admitted.

4, Admitted in part and denied in part, Defendant admits only that Weightéd ‘

numerical grades were originally transferred from Riverside Military Academy for Ly
PRSI to Southside High School. The remaining allegations of this paragraph are denied.
5. Admitted in part and denied in part. Defendant admits only that, based upon the

weighted numerical grades originally received from Riverside Military Academy, L JINNNR

P& would have been ranked first in his class at the beginning of the 2013-14 school year.

6. Admitted in part and denied in part. Defendant admits only that a parent of
another student pointed out disparities in the weighted numerical grades and actual numerical

grades that 14me PQEIEP received from Riverside Military Academy.

| AT a
P i Ra=]
el, =
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7. Admitted in part and denied in part. Defendant admits only that employees of
Southside High School initially belicved that grades should have been transferred as Plaintiffs
desired.

8. Admitted in part and denied in part. Defendant admits only that District-level
administrators reviewed the transfer of L—P-s grades and determined that the
weighted numerical grades from Riverside Military Academy should not be accepted, and rather,
the unweighted numerical grade averages from Riverside Military Academy were t6 be
transferred to Southside High School and then weighted in accordance with the uniform grading
scale for purposes of calculating his grade point average. ‘ '

9, Admitted in part and denied in part. Defendant admits only that it did not accept
weighted numerical grades from Riverside Academy and LR PSRN is not currently |
ranked first in his class at Southside High School. |

10. hDenicd for lack of knowledge.

11, Denied.

~ FIRST AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE
This Court lacks subject matter jurisdiction of this matter, and Plaintiffs' claims must be

dismissed pursuant to Rule 12(b)(1).
SECOND AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Plaintiffs' claim is barred because the action is premature, not ripé, and no actual

controversy exists,

THIRD AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

Plaintiffs' claims are barred by the doctrines of estoppel and waiver.

000013



FOURTH AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE

At all times, Defendant School District acted in good faith and had a reasonable and
- rational basis for its application of the Uniform Grading Scale as required by S.C. Code Ann.
§ 59;5-68 and implementing regulations,

WHEREFORE, having fully answered Plaintiffs' Complaint, Defendant School District
of Greenville Counly respectfully requests that the Complaint be dismissed with prejudice and
that Defendant School District of Greenville County be» awarded the costs of this action, together
with a reasonable attorney’s fee as permitted by law or equity.

Respectfully submitted,
CHILDS & HALLIGAN, P.A.

V

By:/ '
mas K, Barlow, S.C. Bar No. 8995
arlow@childs-halligan.net

Kimberly Kelley Blackbumn, S.C. Bar No. 73699
kblackburn@childs-halligan.net

P.O. Box 11367

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
(803) 254-4035 ’

Adttorneys for Defendant

August _é_ 2013

Columbia, South Carolina
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY MAIL

The undersigned of Childs & Halligan, P.A., hereby certiﬁés that she has served
the following counsel of record with the forc.going ANSWER AND "AFFIRMATIVE

DEFENSES by mailing a copy of same, postage prepaid and return address clearly indicated, to

the following on this (4™ day of August, 2013:

. § ;Er_;,l;‘

Carl F. Muller, Esq. ' = = [t
Carl F. Muller, Attorney at Law, P.A. e ZEF
607 Pendleton Street, Suite 201 o5 oig
Greenville, SC 29601 > D09
C ) VO

L FUe

—., X RSV

m ——

v Cofel

LConna M. Coufal 7
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE

LEE C. PANEER 2ND NELIE S.
M, AS GUARDIANS AD LITEM
FOR L. el SN .
A MINOR,

PLAINTIFFS,

vs.
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF

GREENVILLE COUNTY,
DEFENDANT .

BEFORE:

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
2013-CP-23~-03447

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
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PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: Okay. Tell me about it.

MR. MULLER:" Your Honor, Carl Muller for the
Plaintiff. |

I don't know how Your Honmor would like to proceed.
Most, if not all, of the facts here are not in dispute.
It's a question of the application of the law.

TH COURT: Yes. ‘

MR. MULLER: It may be easier from Just a'management
stand -- case management standpoint for me to go thréugh
the documents that I have and the iaw, and for Mr. Barlow
to do the same thing. But if you wish for me to call
witnesses, I can call them.

THE COURT: No. I don't -- I think -~ you all agree
that the facts‘are'pretty'much stipulated, aren't they,
from what I can tell?

MR. BARLOW: Pretty much, not officially, but I don't
think there's a factual dispute to a great degree.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, if it comes to a point where
we need testimony, we'll do that. But, otherwise, let's
just proceed as --

MR. MULLER: Thank you,. Your'Honor.

I represent ~P-, this young man who's seated
to my left here. He's a senior at Southside High School.

He previously was a student at Riverside Military Academy
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for two years in the ninth and tenth grade. He
transferred in to Southsidé at the beginning of his
eleventh grade. And when he did, he sent his transcript
over. And here is a copy of his.transcript.

THE COURT: All right. Let her mark it.

Mﬁ. MULLER: Which we should mark as Plaintiff's
Exhibit No. A [sic].

THE COURT: Any objection to that?

MR. BARLOW: No objection.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidénce.) .

MR. MULLER: Southside High School then took his
transcript and -- from Riverside. And they created a
South Carolina high school transcript, which I would like
to introduce asADefendanf's -—- I'm sorry, as Plaintiff’s
Exhibit No. 2.

THE COURT: Okay. No objection?

MR. BARLOW: No objection.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 2 was marked for

identificatioh and admitted into evidence.) | »

MR. MULLER: And if you'll note two things about that
transcript, in the lower right-hand corner is the date,
October the 3rd of 2012, which is important. _And I'1ll get
to that in just a minute.

And then at the very bottom of the transcript, it
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says, An official signature or seal is required for
manuaily—created,transcripts. And we'll talk about that a
little bit later. : .

That transéript was correctly created by Southside
High School. That's the correct transcript. And that
transcript i1s correct under the Greenville County schools
grading policy, which ; would like to introduce as
Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 3.

THE COURT: lokay.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff’'s Exhibit No. 3 was marked for

identification and admi%ted into evideﬁce.)

MR. MULLER: There are two things that are important
to note on this policy. On the first paée at the very
top, there's -- the Qery first sentence of the first page
says that the district complies with the State Board of
Education's policy regarding a statewide uniform grading
scale. It's the very first sentence.

If you go to the second page, in the middle of the
page, there’s a sgction éalled Conversion P%oceSS. And
the second paragraph of that section reads, When
transcripts are received from accredited out-of-state
schools or in state from accredited sources other than
public schools and numerical averages are provided, those

averages must be used in transferring the grades to the

student's record. That's what Greenville County says they
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do.

And if you lock at the Riverside transcript that went
to Southside, it had numerical averages on it. And what
Southside did is they took those numerical averages and
transferred them. They complied with the Greenville
Coﬁnty school's grading policy.

| And that policy originates from the State of South
Carolina policy adopted by the State Board of Education on
January the 9th, 2007. And I would like to introduce that
as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4.

(WHEREUfON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 4 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: At the very beginning of that, I'd like
to include a synopsis agenda.and executive summary from
the South Carolina State Board of Fducation. BAnd there
are a couple of things that afe'important about this.

If you look at the very first page of the synopsis
down at the bottom, there's a section called Timeline
Review Process. BAnd the first entry is September of 2005.

And what that says is that a committee of 27 school
and district representatives statewide was formed to
review the 1999-2000 version of the uniform grading policy
and determine if provisions were ﬁeeded. And the
committee included assistant superintendents of

instruction, guidance counselors, commission on higher

000021



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

education members, curriculum coordinators, and Séuth
Carolina Department of Education personnel. So this was
something that was carefully considered and put together
by a blue ribbon committee.

Then if you go over into the uniform grading policy
itself to Page -- if you loock down at the bottom of the
pages, they're numbered in kind of an interesting way.
But if you go to Page 55-03-6 —--

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. MULLER: -- it says, Converting grades on
transcripts. And it says, When transcripts are received
from accredited out-cf-state schools or in state from
accredited sources other than public schools and numerical
averages are provided, those averages must be used in

transferring the grades to the student's records, which is

" exactly the same as the --

THE COURT: Greenville County.

MR. MULLER: -- Greenville County policy.

And if you want to loock at the Generai Assembly's
mandate for this, it is contained at the very beginning of

the policy on Page 55-03-1. And I've got -- well, that's

probably the best place to lock at it. BAnd if you look at

South Carolina Code Section 59-5-68, the last sentence
says, The State Board of Education shall then adopt and

the school districts of the state shall begin using_thé
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édopted grade scale no latér than the 2000-~2001 scﬂool
year.

All of this began with a statute that wés'originally
passed, I think, in 1999 or a little bit earlier. And
I've got a copy of it right here. It references the same
thing, but it's just -— said tﬁat they were to get to work
earlier.

And I would like to introduce this as Plaintiff's

" Exhibit --

THE COURT: No. 5.

MR. MULLER: ~- No. 5.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 5 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: And that's just an earlier version of
Section 59-5-68. And Qhat it says is the State Board of
Education shall then adopt and the school districts of the
state shall begin using the adopted grading scale no iater
than the 2000-2001 school year.

So it, basically,Asaid get to work earlier. And theﬁ
fhe statute was updated simply just to changebﬁhe.date;
But the policy was the same hére. So far so good.

. Then éﬁ the morning of October the 4th, which is the
day after my client, _P-, gets his grades, the
morning —- that morning at'8:45 a.m., the mother of

another student in Southside High School complaing to the
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. Brooks, sends an e-mail to the district and says, We have

school district and says that this is not right. And she
wants to remain anonymous. 2And her son, as it turns out,
is in the same class as Mr. P

I'd 1like to mark this as‘Plaintiff’s Exhibit No. 6..

THE COURT: Okay.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 6 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.})

MR. MULLER: It's probably not the first time that a
parent has complained. So what the school does is

correct. The principal of the school, who is Carlos

reservations about the methods the parent used. - Because
the parent, according to her e-mail, called down to
Riverside Academy to find out about what was going on with
Mr. P.l.'.

Let's mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No.‘7.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 7 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: Now, the reason that Mr. Brooks had
reservations about that, undoubtedly, was'not only because
of the privacy guidelines of the Greenville County School
District, but, also, because of the federal statute that
requires confidentiality to be maintained of students
records, a log known as FERPA, which is the Family

Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
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Now, the guidance counselor at Southside High School
on Thursday morning, three hours after the comﬁlaint is
filed, looks into this. -

And I'm sorry I left off the second page of the
e-mail to Plaiq?iff's Exhibit --

THE COURT: No. 7.

MR. MULLER: =-- No. 7. SOII need to give that to the
court reporter.

THE COURT: BAny objection to just tacking it on?

MR. BARLOW: No objection.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. MULLER: So three hours after the parent
complains, the guldance counselor at Southside High School
sends an e-mail to the district about --

THE COURT: Who is the guidance counsélor?

MR. MULLER: The guidance counselor at Southside High
échool, her name is Diamond Henderson. She sends this
e-mail on Thursday, October the 4th, at 11:30.

I'd 1ike to mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 8.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 8 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: And she does that three hours after the
mother of the other student complains.

And what she says -— she sends this e-mail to Rob

Rhodes and she says, Hey Rob, please see the below e-mail
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from one of our parents regardihg anothex studentf. And
then this is the critical part of this e-mail, she says,
We can't alter transcripts. We only enter what we
receive. She says, I called Dr. Childs and he agreed.
He, also, stated other students information is
confidential and shouldn't be discussed with qther
parents. And then she says that hef principal,
Mr. Brooks, asked that I e-mail you to verify what the
district policy is befofe he responds to the pareﬁt.

So she's stating what the policy is. And she's

asking for verification before the principal responds to

the parent. Well, the next day the principal responds to-

the parent, which indicates that they have now cobtained
verification from the school district on what the policy
is.

And the way the principal -

THE COURT: Is that -- you're introducing that as
Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 97

MR. MULLER: I'm introducing that as Plaintiff's
Exhibit No. 9. |

THE COURT: Okay.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 9 was marked for

identification and admitfed into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: That's an e-mail from Carlos Brooks

dated October the 5th, to Susan SW, who is the parent.
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And he says, Ms. S}, our guidance department has
followed the uniform grading pblicy as outlined by the
State Department of Education and the diétrict. When a
transcript is received, we can only input thé data as it
appears on the‘transcript.

So, now, what's happened is you have the parent
complained, immediately the guidance counselor says we
followed the policy and the law. She checked with the
principal, who says we folléwed the policy and theé law.
She checked wlth the school district to confirm that. B&And
once she gets confirmation from the school district, the
principal then responds to the parent, we followed the
law.

But, apparently, the.parent is not satisfied. The
way we know all this, by the way, I should mention to you,
is that we filed a Freedom of Information Act request to

get e-mails and any other information relating to this

case.
The next e-mail that we were able to obtain -- I

believe I'm right about this -- is a month later in

November, November the 8th, and it's an e-mail -- it's,

actually, a voice mail, It's a voice mail that I would
like to dintroduce. 1It's a transcript of a voice mail that
I would like to dintroduce as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 10, I

believe.
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(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 10 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: BSo we don't know what's been going oﬁ
for a month. But, obviously, something has been going on
at some level. Because the next thing we find is a
transcript of a voice mail. And it is to Diamond
Henderson, who is the guidance counselor at Southside High
School. And it look like it is from Riverside Academy.
it says, Henderson, this is Pat. And Pat is a person at-
Rive;side Academy. And she says, Dr. Rébinson, who is our

academic -~ they said "bean," but I think that should have

been "dean" -- is not comfortable changing our
transcripts.
So it looks like -- I can't say for sure, but it

looks like somebody is asking Riverside to change the
transcript. And, obviously, the reason that they would be
asking Riverside to change the transcript is that they
know that they have to take the transcript as it is
presented to them by Riverside and not change it. That's
what the policy says. And that's what the law says. They
cannot change the transcript. But it Looks like somebody
is trying to get them to do that.

The next thing we have is three weeks later. And, at
that point, it looks like there's been a discussion within

the school district by somebody -- some people and they
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have decided to change the transcript 6n their own. And
this is an e-mail from Diamond Henderson, the guidance
counseloxr, to éarlos Brooks, the principal. BAnd it's
dated November the 27th.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit ﬁo. 11 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: And the guidance counselor says to hef
principal at the very end of that e-mail, she says, I
don't have the authority nor am I comfortable chahging a
schools final grades, regardless of their policy.

So it's pretty clear that somebody has been nosing
around at [sic) what's been going on down at Riverside.
And they've tried to change the grades based on what they
consider to be the Riverside policy. And I'll get back'to
that policy in a second, because I want to talk about
that. But right now, I want to keep going through these
documents. .

The next thing we have is,twé days later, the
guidance counselor sends an e-mail, again,Ato the
principal. It looks like she's getting continuing
pgessure to change the grades. This is November the 29th.

I'd like to mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 12.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 12 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: And she says, The voice mail I received
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and forwarded stated that the school waé not comfortable
changing grades on their transcript. So it looks like
Plan A didn't work. Plan A that somebody at the school
district had concocted was to get Riverside to change the
grades on their transcript. Riverside refused to change
the grades on their transcript and s;idp This is the
transcript. We're not chénging the grades..

So then the school distriﬁt figures out, well, let's
gc to Plan B. So what Plan B was, we'll alter the grades
that we say we received from Riverside. And we'll do that
in a way that is not official. And I'll talk about that
in a minute.

Meanwhile, I want to go through this e-mail.. She
then says, The South Carolina uniform grading pelicy
states that when receiving grades from an out-of-district
school and numerical grades are provided, those averages
must be used in transferring the grades to the étudent
;ecord. She then says, Of course, I will do as I have
been directed, which, obviously, means that she's been
told to do something different.. She says, However, I
would like.to get clarification on the recommendation. I
know this is an unusual situation, but this contrédicts
eyerything I have been taught, everything I have been
taught.

And then she says -- and this is important -- Who
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will notify the student and his parents? So what's been

going on here is there has been a behind the scenes effort

té lower this young man's.grades without ever giving him
notice or his_pafentsvnotice of what was going on. One of
the fundamental rules of doing anything in America is you
don't do things behind somebody's back.

Sc what was going on here is you have the complaining
parent, who was upset about her son and where he stood in
the clasﬁ. And then you have pressure by that parent
resisted by the guidance counselor and the principal
confirmed by the school district, initially. BAnd then she
puts so much pressure on them that they yield. But they
8till don't tell the parents or the student.

So then what happens is this. On December the 4th,.
the guidance counselor, Ms. Henderson, says, I have not
contacted Lee's parents.

This is Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 13.

(WHEREﬁPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 13'was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: So s'till‘, in December, the E_family.
has no idea that any of this is going on. BAnd, finally,
on January the 23rd, they notify the P-family after
all this has been put in concrete.

I'd like to mark this memo from Diamond Hénderson,

the guidance counselor, to Carlos Brooks, the principal,
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as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 14.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 14 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: Well, as you might imagine, the "
family is not happy about this. She said, I would like to
méet with you tomorrow.

And then what happens is a week later, Mr. Pl

sends a Freedom of Information Act request to the school

"district, which is how I got these e-mails.

I'd iike to mark his request as Plaintiff's Exhibit
No. 15.

(WHEREUPON, Plaiﬁtiff's Exhibit No. 15 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR; MULLER: Now, there is a meeting. And the
principal, undoubtedly, fecllowing orders from the district
says —-- oh, let me back up. Let me give you a copy of the
revised transcript. . This is the revised transcript. 1It's
dated February the 8th of 2013. But, as we can see from
the e-mails, fhe decision was made, at least, two months
earlier.

{(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 16 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: Interestingly, there's a letter to

. Mr. P from the principal dated two days before the

date on‘that transcript where he describes why that
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transcript is what it is, which means that they had
already decided in the transcript -- the date on the
transcript of'February the 8th is really kind of
meaningless. Because they'd already made the decision.
And Carlos Brooké had already met with Mr. Pl And the
week before that, Ms. Pjjjjjjhad been notified by the
guidance counselor.

What's important about this letter is what it does

‘not say. There have been arguments raised now by counsel

for the school district that do not appear in this letter.
So if you look at the letter, you sort of know what they
had in mind and what they wexre really doing. And it puts
in‘context the interesting arguments put forth by counsel
for the school district.

What this letter says in a nutshell is, look, we were
just trying to.be fair. We wanted to "level the playing
field."” And at Riverside, there's a grading policy that
assigns extra points for honors courses and AP courses.
And we didn't want your son to douﬁle dip.

Wéll, there are a couple responses to that. . One of
which is that never mind all thét, you fcllow the law,

The reason the law says what it does is to avoid disputes
like the one we're in today where you go back to look at
grading pdlicies of institutions that students attended

before they transferred. Because there are all kinds of .
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ways that schools grade.

I mean, I, for example, went to a small country high
échool, Blythewood High Schoocl. It had 33 students.. If I
got an A in that cléss, I'm sure that peéple who went to
Dreher would have said, well, an A at Blythewood High
School is not the equivalent of an A at Dreher High
School. Well, it turns out,-pndef the South Carolina
uniform grading policy, it is. And if I had transferred
from Blythewood High Schéol fo Drehgr, nobody at Dreher
would get a chance to go over to Blythewood and say to
Ms. Roar [phonetic], my English teacher, well, how did you
really grade Carl?

There are all sorts of nuances and factors that go
into grading. 2and that's whyvthe grading policy that's
mandated by the South Carolina Department of Education
that's written down by them and the school district and
that's followed, according to all of these e-mails, says
you take the grade -— the numerical grade and you don't
look behind the screen. That's why you have the policy.
And it maked total sense. And a blue ribbon commission
set up the policy at the direction of the legislature.

But if you want to talk about fairness, let's talk
about fairness. The policy is not -- the sﬁated policy is
not‘the only factor that goes into grading. For example;

this young man took courses at Riverside where if he got
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everything right, he still got less than 100. He got a 90
or a 95. A

And when he would go to a feacher and say, why is
that, the teacher would say, well, you're going to get an
extra five or 10 points at the end, so what difference
does it make? If he got a perfect score in another class
of 100, he didn't get the points at all because there was
a cap of 100.

So if you look only at the grading policy and nothing
else at Riverside Academy and said you're double aipping/
you would be completely wrong. Because he didn't double
dip. The most he ever could have gotten was 100, even if
you gave him the full. benefit of the cap. &And in some
classes, they deliberatel? lowered his gréde because they
knew he wés going to get the additional points maybe.

So to say that he's double dipped and what they;re
trying to do is level the playing field is completely
erroneous. And if they had asked us that, if they had .
notified the parents, maybe they would have found that out
in advance, instead of charging off to bow to the pressure
of this mother.

The other-thing they say is that you have to look at
South Carolina Regulation 43-273 in orxrder to apply the
policy. Well, that is nothing that they told us in the

letter from Carlos Brooks. This is the first time we've
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heard of that. But since they've mentiocned that, let's
falk about that.

And here is a copy of regulation 43—273, which I'd
like to mark as Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 17. -

THE COURT: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 18.

MR. MULLER: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 18.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit N6. 18 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: They say you have to look at that in

'order to -~ and that that justifies what they did. That

does not jﬁstify what they did. That has nothing to do

with what they did. And I'll explain how this works.

If you will go back to the South Caroclina Uniform
Grading Policy Page 5503-6.

THE COURT: That would be Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 47

MR. MULLER: Probably.

fHE COURT: Yes. Okay.

MR, MOLLER: Page 5503-6, it says, See State Board of
Education Regulation 43-273 for complete information on
transfers and withdrawals. So I locked at that
regulation: And if you go over to fhat operative part of
that regulation, it's on the second page. And I'll kindA
of skip all the names. Wﬁat it says is it says, Units
earned by a student in an accredited high school of this

state —— and then you go all the way down to the last
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sentence,'it_says, Will be accepted under the same value
which would apply to students in the school to thch they
transferred.

Now, what the school district is saying is that you
need to read the word "value" to mean we're changing the
grading policy. But that's not wgat it says. .This is
talking about units. This is not talking about grades.
And just to show you how it works, look at Page 5503~5 of
the South Carolina State Education Policy. And there,

you'll see an example of what they're talking about.

They've got a course name. They have a numerical average.

And then they have unit. And a uﬁit,.basically, is -~ you

know, if you take one course, you get one unit. That's
what it is. They're not changing the grades.

So what you do in order to calculate grades in the
South Carolina system is you take the numerical average
which you're supposed to take directly from the transcript
of the prior school, you look at something called quality
points. And I'll show you how you calculate quality |
points. If you'll go over to Page 5503-2, YOu‘ll see this
big chart.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. MULLER: And just to kind of follow it through,
in the right -- left hand column is tﬁe numerical average.

If you pick up 91 there as the numerical average grade,
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you'll see that a college prep course would be given a
3750. And if you‘look over at the example on Page 5,
that's where the qﬁality points —- that's where fhe
quality points show up.

So what you do in Scouth Carolina, the way this works

is you take the numerical grade from the school where the

-student ‘was, you put it into this formula, and then you

take the quality points from this chart and multiply it by
the unit. If it's one unit, that's fine. If it's two
units, that's anofher thing. - And that gives you the grade
point average. But you don't change the numerical
average. That's why~they use the word "must."

So the formula works. And don't take my word for it.
Take the word of the guidance counselor, tﬁe principal.
The school distrigt, initially, they said that's the way
it works. And that's the way it works. B2ll we're asking
is for this to be -- is for his grades to be restored to
what they were originally calculated to be by Southside.
We're not asking for them to be changed. We're just
asking for them to restore them to what they originally
were.

Now, they mentioned level the playing fieldl There
is no playing field here. This is not a competition.
He's worked hard forlhis grades. He's 17 years old. He's

applying to college. He worked for it. And all we're
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asking for him to get is what he worked for. And we don't
know whether he's going to be first in his class or
hundredth in his class. We just want him-to get what he
worked for. He worked for it, and he deserves it.

Counsel for the school district has said,_look, you

can't consider this, Your Honor. This is outside your

purview because this is a case that is not judiciable.

This case is judiciable. BAnd let me just put it in plain
and simple terms.

This is a case we know is judiciable begause Jean
Toal has already put her stamp of approval on this case.

I had to get this case expedited by getting authorization
from her to do it. And in order to do that, I had to send
her copies of the complaint and the answer. And if she
thought this case was not judiciable, all.she had to do
was to tell me ﬁo. But she said yes, and she expedited
the case. ©So we know that she thinks that this case is
judiciable.

Also,Awe know that the case is judiciable under the
law. Because, otherwise, this young man would be left
with absolutely no remedy whatsoever. And under the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution, every éitizen

of this country has the right to petition his government

‘for a redress of grievances. And he's entitled to due

process. And that's what we're asking for here. There's
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nothing unusual about that. This is fundamentally
different than seeking or trying to create a private cause
of action against a third party.

Counsel for the school district has said that theré's
no pfivate right of action under this statute. This is
not a private right of action against.a third party.. This
is a direct cause of action against the school -district
for disobeying the law.

Mandamus is, also, entirely appropriate. Because
we're not asking the school district to do anything that
they haven't already done. They have already done it. So
we're simply asking them to perform a ministerial act,
which is tc comply with the law. And they know full well
how to do it because they've already done it.

I might add as a fiﬁal note, I've already mentioned
the federal statute that prohibits prying into énother
students informatioﬁ by third parties, which wasvmost
unfortunate in this case. 1I'd, also, mention -- I'd like
to hand up to the Court a copy of 'a South Carolina
criminal statute. I don't want to be too forward and
suggest that there was a criminal act here. But I do
think it undergcores the policy of this state. And the
policy of this state is not to chénge transcripts.

And Section 16-13-15, actually, makes it a crime to

try to change a transcript. And I would like to hand this
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up to the Court as well.

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 19 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: Because what all of these things do,
Your Honor, is point to one conclusion, and that is that
the entire policy of the State of South Carolina, the
entire policy of the federal gavernment is to prevent the
occurrence of exactly what happened here, which is a
disgruntled mother of a student going ip to another
student’'s academic file and changing it once it's already
been put in place by the school district for the
application of political, financial, or social pressure.

Thank you, Your Homnor.

fHE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

MR. BARLOW: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. BARLQW: Your Honor, I'm Tom Barlow for the
school distinct of Greenville County.

And wé e-mailed a memorandum of law --

THE COURT: We got it.

MR. BARLOW: You've got it?

THE COURT: I've read it.

MR. BARLOW: Okay. And I wanted to make sure you had
that. And I, also, e-mailed it té.Mr. Muller as well.

We'd move, at this time, that our exhibits marked one
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through five here just be admitted into evidence in the
case. It will make it a whole lot easier.

MR. MULLER: I do have one objection I'd 1like to make
for the record, Your Honor.' Tﬁere's e—mails th&t are from
Riverside -- somebody at Riverside to somebody at
Southside talking about his grades. -That is not an
official transcript. That's the first timé we've ever
seen these is in that e-mail -— not the first time, but, I
mean, it's not -- when Mr. Barlow sent it to me, I'd iseen
it before.

MR. BARLOW: Sure.

MR. MULLER: But that's the first time that we've
seen that. We have no idea whether those grades aré right
.or not. And we would object to it on that basis.

THE COﬁRT: Well, which part of this exhibit are you
referring to? TIs that —-

MR;'BARLOW:- He's refgrring to our Exhibit No. 3, I
believe, Your Honor. -

THE COURT: Exhibit No. 3?2

‘MR. BARLOW: Yes, sir.

THE CQURT: Qkay. Well, does that go to the
admissibility or the credibility? '

MR. MULLER: I think it goes to both. I think it
goes to admissibility. Because if you look at the -~ I'm

not -- I'm not saying -- I'm not making the objection
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based on hearsay.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. MULLER: Because —- I'ﬁ not going to do that.

But I am making the objection based on the fact that if
you look at even thé South -- if you look at the -~ if you
look at what's even at the bottom of the Southside
transcript, it séys, you know, it's got to be an offiéial
sealed transcript. And that's not an official sealed
transcript. We have no idea what went into that. We have
no idea how those grades were created.

So I think it goes very much to the admissibility.

It goes very much to the credibility, if the Court decides
to consider it.

MR. BARLOW: 2And I'd respond to that by saying, .Your
Honor, I don't think thére's any dispute to the underlying
grades that are referenced in the exhibit. We got notice
of this hearing on Monday. And if he's going to challenge
that, I'd appreciate some time for the Court to get an
affidavit from somebody to élarify that.

THE COURT: Okay; Well, I'11l take -~

MR. MULLER: .I'm not -- just so wé understand each
other, I'm not challenging that thaf's what the person
said. I'm simply challenging -~

THE COURT: The underlying --

MR. MULLER: =- the underlying correctness of it, not
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the authenticity of it.

THE COURT: Well, I'm going to note your objection
for the record.

And we'll accept this and mark it as -- this is a
stapled documenf with five parts to it -- or five listed
exhibits pursuant to your codification of it., We'll make
it Defendant's Exhibit No. 1.

MR. BARLOW: I think we can méke the whole thing
Defendant's Exhibit No. 1.

THE, COURT: bkay.

MR. BARLOW: 1I'd, also, like to mark Defendant’'s
Exhibit No. 2 based on counsel's --

THE COURT: Okay.- Show it to him.

MR. BARLOW: All right.

MR. MULLER: Sure. That's fine. No objection.

(WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit Nos. 1 and 2 were

marked for identification and admitted into evidence.)

THE COURT: And then before you get started, I'd likg
to take about a five;minute recgss? |

MR. BARLOW: Certainly.

TBE COURT: Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, a break was taken.)

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 17 was marked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

"THE COURT: Yes, Mr. Muller.
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MR. MULLER: Your Honor, I overlooked one e-mail that

I need to bring to the Court's attention.

May I do that?
THE COURT: Yes.
Is everybody ready?

MR. BARLOW: I think we're waiting on a couple of

people to --—

that.

THE COURT: Okay. Just let them get back.

MR. BARLOW: But I have no objection to him doing

THE COURT: Okay.
(Pause.)

THE COURT: Go ahead.
What is it?

MR. MULLER: It's an e-mail. In trying to get ready

for this hearing, both Mr. Barlow and Mr. PUjjjiljcontacted

the academic dean at Riverside Academy --

THE COURT: Well, get her to mark it.

MR. MULLER: I'd like to mark this as --

THE COURT: Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 20.

MR. MULLER: -- Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 20.
(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 20 was marked for
identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: It's about certain information. And the

interesting thing about his response here is that if you
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look at the second page of that, the second paragraph, he
says, I belieye that FERPA, which is a federal law,
prevents me from disclosing actual grades, which

underscores that what was going on here was really not

" proper in any fashion.

Now, it turns out that those grades had already been
obtained by Southside High Schocl, which he notes here and
says, I believe you already have those. But it's more
than of interest that he says the federal law prevents him
from disclbsing actual grades. Undoubtedly, the school
district knew what thevaére doing was.not right. And
this is simply -- this simply uﬁderscores that.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BARLOW: Thank you, Your Honoxr.

Like I said, I'm Tom Barlow. I'm here for the school

district. BAnd we've heard these arguments previously. We
submitted a memo of law and exhibits, |
Before I gét into addressing the specifics of the
case, I think it's important to remember that the big
pilcture behind the uniform grading policy as set forth in
the_statutory‘section is to level the playing field for
scholarships and financial aid toc make sure students
aren't getting an unfair advantage over other students by
virtue of a school giving extra points that another school

has not given, or anything like that. BAnd that's the main
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purpose of that.

| Another main purpose or point I'd like to make before
getting into things is that courts are very reluctant to
get into matters of students, and grades, and things like
that. I mean, there's a long hisﬁory of South Carolina
decisions and from elsewhere that say courts stay out of
this, these are decisions for academic educational
officials. They're in the best position to make these
decisions.

Also, certainly, I'd point out immediately that
there's no private of -- right of action other than the
unifoﬁm grading policy, ér the regulations, or any other
statute, or any other‘clear reason oxr way for these people
to be in court to argue that the Court should issue a
mandamus. And I'1l talk a little bit more, certainly,
about the standards and some of our arguments that we've
made when we get to it. '

And this is not a Constitutional case. I mean, »
there's no First Amendment claim. There's no due process
claim in this case. It's not an estoppel case, Your
Honor. There's no claim for estoppel, or anything‘iike
that. And there's no basis for the Court to grant this
mandamus on the basis of estoppel. AndAI'llAtalk about
that in a little bit, too.

First of all, I think there's nothing nefarious about
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what the school district did here. The school district
received some information that they weren't aware of
previously. And they did what a reasonable school
district would do and investigated that information, and
determined that Mr. PYjjjjij) grades at Riverside Military
Academy had already been bumped by five or 10 point for
each honors or AP course that he took at Riverside

Military Academy.

And just to illustrate kind of what happens here when

Riverside Military Academy gives a five or 10 point' bump,
I'd like for you to turn to the ~-.Exhibit No. 3 [sic] in
my packet here. It's the page that has the South Carolina
uniform gréding scale conversion. And that's the same as
the exhibit in the —~ that Mr. Muller handed up as well
that has the grade conversion chart in it.

THE COURT: Exhibit ﬁo. 3 or Exhibit No. 27

MR. MARLOW: Tab three, Exhibit No. 2. I'm sorry.

THE COURT: ©Okay. 1I'm -- we may have. -- which page
in that one?

MR. BARLOW: It is the one, two, third page of the --
fourth page of the -~ not counting the page that says
Exhibit No. 2, it would be the third page of Exhibit
No. 2.

THE COURT: So it's tab two of Exhibit No. 1; right?

MR. BARLOW: Corxrect.
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THE COURT: All right.

MR. BARLOW: Tabvthree of Exhibit No. 1, Your Honor,
which, unfortunately, is Exhibit No. 2.

THE COURT: Is that what you're talking about?

MR. BARLOW: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. We may have -- we've got that as
your -- under your codification as the third page of what-
you've labeled as Exhibit No. 2; is that right?

MR. BARLOW: That's right, Your Homor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BARLOW: As well as Mr. Muller has already put --
that's in several other things.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BARLOW: Every school district in the state has
this uniform grading conversion scéle.

THE COURT: Okay. .

MR. BARLOW: TIf you look at=—~ for éxample, I'm going
to look at numerical average 93 and follow that across.

THE COURT: Okay. |

MR. BARLOW: If that}s in a college prep course, you
get four quality points for that. If it's an honors
course, you'éet 4.5 points for that. 1In aﬁ APIP dual
credit course, you get five points for that 93. Okay. If
your grade is 100, however, you get 4.875, 5.375, or

5.875. All right. So, obviously, getting 100 gives you
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a —- higher quality points and gives you more average.
Okay.

What we have here is when a Southside High School
international baccalaureate student scores a 93, they got
5.0 for that. Okay. The school district found out that
when Mr. P{iijj got the same 93 at Riverside Military
Academy, they bump it up 10 points in an AP course. So
he's transferring not only the bumped -~ the first bump to
100, but he gets the second buﬁp when he comes to
Southside making it 5.875. That's what they would have
Your Honor understand. And that's what the argument is
that he should be entitled to two bumps. Ckay.

His transcript from Riverside Military Academy which
is tab two of Exhibit No. 1 -- yes, tab two of Exhibit
No. 1 —-

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BARLOW: -- clearly says on it, Honors courses
in -- and this is on the right-hand side. It's a little
bit small typing. I apologize for the size of the type.
Honors courses in accelerated math receive an additional
five points. This is the lower right-hand corner under --

THE COURT: I see it.

MR. BARLOW: All right. AP courses receive an
additional five poiﬁts. AP courSes_for academic yeaf 2010

to 2011 only receive 10 points.
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"So what you have when you see 100, it could be
anywhere -- the actual grade could have been anywhere from
90 to 100. Because it got bumped up 10 points in an AP
course for that particular year. All right. If it were
an honors course and it's showing 100, the actual grade --
the actual numerical avefage for that grade could be
anywhere from 95 to 100. All right.

During the course of investigating this, the school
digtrict found out that the actual numerical averages of
_ PP vcre less than 10.O,Nless than what it was
showing on the transcript,.and that he had received a bump
of five to 10 points to take it to 100 in some cases, or
close to 100 in.some cases. |

THE COURT: Well, let me just ask you this.

MR. BARILOW: Sure.

THE COURT: There are no grades on thils transcript

above 100. So if he had gotten 100 in one of those

classes, he would not have received a bump; is that right?

MR. BARLOW: Correct.

THE COURT: So how do we distinguish which ones get
what? |

MR. BARLOW: Because they gave us the actual
numerical averages of his scores in those cases.

THE COURT: And where is that?

MR. BARLOW: That is Exhibit -- excuse me.
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THE
MR,
THE
MR.

THE

THE

MR.

COURT':

BARLOW:

COURT:
BARLOW:
COURT:
BARLOW;
COURT:

BARLOW:

That's in the --

Tab -~
- thatvhe has objected to --
~—~ four -~

—- right?

—-— yes.
So —-

So it's not like, Your Honor, we're

subtracting 10 points from every hundred he got. We ~-

for example, in -- if you look at tab four, you'll see

that in Spanish IIT honors, he got a 98 and a 99.6.

THE

COURT:

saying is a tab.

MR.
THE
MR.
it's tab
THE
MR.
THE

MR.

BARLOW:
COURT:

BARLOW:
four of
COURT:

BARLOW:
COURT:A

BARLOW:

Your Honor.

THE

MR.

THE

COURT:
BARLOW:

COURT:

You're confusing me with what you're

All right.

Is that your Exhibit No. 3, page what?
It's my Exhibit ﬁo. 1. .All right. And
that exhibit. ‘
Okay.

I'm sorry.
Your Exhibit No. 1?

My Exhibit No. 1 is the whole binder,

Right.
Right.

So that's your -- this is your Exhibit

000052



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

No. 17

MR. BARLOW: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: But let's talk about -- when you say
"ﬁab," what are you referring to?

MR. BARLOW: Let me hand you up a tabbed version. I
apologize. \ | |

THE COURT: Do you object to that? Have you seen it,
Mr. Muller? .

MR. MULLER: No, no.

THE COURT: Okay.

. _ .

MR. BARLOW: That will help us out a whole lot.

Thank you.'

THE COURT: Okay. So you'‘re cn tab —-

MR. BARLOW: Tab four.

THE COURT: Okay. Tab four.

MR. BARLCW: All right. Tab four is the e-mails from
the guidance counseldr at Riverside Military Academy --

THE COURT: Okay. .

MR. BARLOW: -~ to the guidance.counselor at
Southside High Schcol.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BARLOW: The back part of that is just a little
chart extrapolating the information out of that. Because

some of the courses were not honors or AP courses.

THE COURT: Okay.
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MR. BARLOW: All right. So looking at the chart, if
you would, Your Honor. For example, in chemistry honors,
Mr. P- -- young Mr. P(jjjj scored 100 both semesters in
that. That's what would have been transferred over on the
corrected transcript.

THE COURT: Ckay-

MR. BARLOW: AP world history, for example, you';l
see in the 2010-2011 school year, -the final numerical
average for AP world history for SN "GP=s 93-4 the
first semester, 94.5 the second semester.. .

THE COURT: Now, on his transcript, it's 102?

MR. BARLOW: On his Riverside Military tranécript, if
is 100. Okay. Based on their bumping it 10 points. All
right. So when he transfers to Southside, that 100 is
plugged into the conversions chart that we looked at,
5.875 versus whatever it‘would ke for a 94 or a 95.

So that's where the school district has the problem
with the double bump. You know, there are 161 other
students at Southside High School who might have scored a-
94 or a 95 in AP world history and théy don't get a five
or 1d point bump. And that's where the fairness comes in,
Yoﬁ; Honor.

THE COURT: Well, here is my problem --

MR. BARLOW: Sure,

THE COURT: ~- I think you're asking me to do exactly
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what you've told me I should not do, which is to interpret

the grades. I don't think I'm gqualified to do that. I
don't think‘the Coﬁrt is qualified to do that. The |
problem -- and,'I méan, I've got some real questions about
this.

How did this other mother get ahold of his transcript
and complain about this —- Mr. PUJll} transcript?

That is, to me, a real issue and a problem.

MR. WEBB: Judge, if I may.

THE COURT: Yes. Tell me about it.

MR. WEBB: Doug Webb, general counsel for the school
district.

To my knowledge, the mother who ingquired with the
school district and first notified the school district
regarding Riverside Military Academy giving this numerical
bump to begin with is friends -- or was friénds -—— I don't
know the relationship now -- with the -- Mr. P-
parents.

Now, the school district never provided his
transcript to this parent -- the other parent. Okay. I
believe she heard about it -~ heard about Riverside
Military Academy having a different grading policy, a
different bump, and, therefore, realized that if he
transferred in, he would receive this double bump.

And, you know, I will say that the school district
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complied completely with the Family Educational Rights and

Privacy Act. To suggest otherwise is not accurate, Judge.

So I just want to clear that up. That the school district
has a right under the federal law to inquire with the
previcus school —~- the school in which he transferred to
make sure his grades are accurate. And we never provided
transcripts to this other parent.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, here is my -- you're exactly
right.. Courts are loathed to get involved in this. We
don't like doing it. We're Qell aware of the -- I mean,
if there is a more vehement emotion than a parent with the
success of their child, I'm not awafe of it.‘ So, I mean,
that is the base line here.

What we're looking at is did the school district
follow their.own regulations? It would be ﬁne thing if
the schoél district had said we need to check out, you
know, the background at Riverside before we issue a
transcript. And then -- but you -- but the transcript
came out. I don't know if —- how Ms. S.received the
notice that this young man was number one in the ciass. I
have no idea. But, you know, I'm not suggesting that the
school district announced it. But it happened.

And, I mean, it's -~ there's some real questions
here. There's no -~ I mean, the regulations say you must

accept the numerical average. You must. It doesn't say

000056

i
i
§
|
H
i
i
i
i




10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

42

you can go back and interpret how the other school came --
it dbesn't -— I mean, y'all tell m -
| MR. MULLER: Well, Your Honor --

THE COURT: -- does'it say you can interprét what
anothexr school did?

MR. BARLCW: Well, Your Honor, one thing is the
regulation doesn't define what the numerical average is.
We'd submit the numerical average is what he earned before
the bump. I mean, that's how it would apply in
Greenville. '

THE COURT: Well, didn't you all base the first
transcript you got on the transcript you received from
Riverside High School?

MR. BARLOW: I think that they did. But then they
realized that there were some errors that somebody should
have caught with the bumping points --

THE COURT: Well, there are no errors. That is —-
are there errors in the transcript, or is it just the
intérpretation of the grade -- the final numerical grade
that we're talking about?

Mé. BARLOW: I think thefe were errors in the
interpretation of the transcript, based on the five or 10
points that somebody might have overlooked, you know.
Certainly, government employees, school district employees

make mistakes and --
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THE COURT: No. I'm not --

MR. BARLOW: -- they're entifled to correct ﬁhat.

THE COURT: And I'm, éertainly, not --

MR. BARLOW: When it gets to the end of the day, I
mean, to issue a mandamus, Your Honor, I think the case
law is really clear that this has to be a clear definite
legal right. The purpose of mandamus is not to adjudicate
what the legal right is whether the Plaintiff has a right
to double bump based on this, or,.you know, what numerical
averages means, or the effect of the other regulation that
says accept the units as if they were earned at Southside

High School, which, of course, we submit that that's --

you've got to consider the fact that kids'at Southside

High School don't have the benefit of the five or 10 point
bump.

So the fairest thing to do is to ignore the five or

10 point bump, apply the numerical average as if it

were —-—
THE COURT:; . Well, see, that's where -- you know, that
could be right. I'm not saying that's not right. But
that's not what the regqulations and the law says. Because
there could be times -- I mean, just the opposite could be
true, too, that this Riverside High School is so deﬁanding
that the grade he got there, the same amount of work and

input that he had in that class cculd have -- if he got a
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93 in this one class at Riverside, he could have got 110
at Southside. That's why you can't, you know,Ago_back and
interpret it. | |

MR. WEBB: If I may, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. WEBB: I think this case is different. What is
different in this case is within the four corners of the
transcript that the district received fr%m Rivergide
Military Academy. There's an asterisk that says, these
inflated‘numerical grades -~ inflated as a bump. And thié
is completely different than other transcripts that the
district receives.

You're correct in your interpretation that when the
district receives a transcript absént this asterisk which
denotes specialized treétment, we don't inquire into the
validity of those grades from an accredited institution.
But this is different.

Within thé four corners, we had knowledge, Judge.

And then from there, once we had knowledge, the district

through talking and looking into the situation looked at

the law, the regulation and what that séid and how it
would affect not only this student, but other students at
Southside High School.

And I agree with Mr. Huller. I think that this

student is a bright student. We wish him all the success
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in the world going forward. But what we care about here

as a school district is making sure that this situation is
treated in the most equitable fashion possible under the
law.

THE COURT: Well, and I -- Doug, I -- you know,
everybody wants that. And what my question from sitting
up here is, what kind of impact did this other mother
ﬂave? I mean, this is where there's -— I'm just telling.
you, 1it's smokey.

MR. WEBB: Judge, I believe in all honesty that
there's no smcke.

What happened was this mother contacted Southside
High School with this belief. Now, again,.I don't know
where she got this belief. I believe it's because she was
friends with the parents. But once we weré informed of
it, Judge, it doesn't matter who contacted us, Qhether it
be Riverside Military Acadeﬁy, this parent, another
parent, his parents, we would have done the same exact
thing, Judge. It doesn't matter who cdntacted us.

THE COURT: Well, it, certainly, looks likg -- here
is another thing that bothers me is this young man got a
transcript. It's an official transcript. And all the
sudden the next then he hears, no, he's not party to any
of the -- there's no due process here where he's -- you

know, you're talking about changing somebody's transcript.
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And he's got —- they've got no input. That is a concern.

MR. BARLOW: If I may, Your Honor; |

THE COURT: Yes. Yes, please.

MR. BARLOW: -Certainly, due process before today -— I
mean, as -~ the Exhibit No. 2 I handed up was —-
certainly, Doug met with Mr. Muller., They've had‘
opportunities to speak with the school district and try to
work this out and try to resolve it. So, in that sense,
there has been some due process.

Certainly, we're not here on a due process claim.

But I know it's certainly —-

THE COURT: Well, I'm concerned about it.

ﬁR. BARLOW: Certainly.

THE COURT: I mean, it just happens and he doesn't
know ahything about it. He gets a tfanscript that's been
changed; I mean, you know, maybe -- I don't know when
Mr. Muller got involved in it. I don’t know all that.

It, certainly, looks like there could be discoverable
information. Ybu know, how many other transcripts of
transfer stuéents-are there that could be questioned, that
could be called into question? |

I've got real concerns about it, that the school

district is ~-~ even your argument is well taken that it is

okay in the four corners. But, you know, perhaps, the

reason they gave the bump is because of the demands in the
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course. I have no idea about Riﬁerside Military school,
none. I don't know that much about Southside.

What is the time frame on this?

The Chief Justice told me to get this done in a hurry
because of -- because it needs to be expedited.

MR. MULLER: Your Honor, Mr. Pfffjj#has to have bis
entire application complete and in the hands of the school
te which he's applying by November lst. And that includes
the transcript, the letters of recommendation, everything.
So, you know, it's a fairly‘short time frame.

But all we're asking for is restoration of the
transcript that they originally --

THE COURT: Okay. And let's say I do that, what's
the school -- I mean, this is going up. This'is a policy
decision.

Am I right about that?

MR. WEBB: Judge, we have grave concerns with that.

THE COURT: Well, no, I'm talking —-- I'm just talking
about from the legal footing of it. This is -- either way
I decide, it's going to the next level, isﬂ‘t it?

MR. WEBB: We have concerns about the other students.
So, yes, you are correct, Judge.

THE COURT: Yes.

And, Mr. Muller, I would assume if I deny your

petition for a writ that you're not done?
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MR. MULLER: We feel pretty strongly about it, Your
Honor. But we have not made any decision one way or the
other about the next step, if any;

But I 40 think that it's important for the transcript
to be changed in time for him to.complete his college
appliéations thaf are due on November the lst. Otherwise,
he’ll suffer irréparable harm.

MR. WEBB: And, Judge, if I may, in all -- with.
respect to you, Judge, 1f you changed his transcript, that
affects the other one hundred plus students and their
applications tec college. And that's the concern'hefe.

THE COURT: Well, how much ~-- I mean, we're talking
about the.edge qf a knife. I'm trying to split ﬁhe baby.
I don't see it. |

This is ali, I guess, about class rank. 1Is that what
we're talking.about, I mean, right at the bottom line?

MR. MULLER: It's really not, Your Honor. It's about
getting what he earned.

I ﬁean, I dén't know what his class rank will be.
He's a great student. But I don't know whether he's going
to be first, second, third, 10th or what he'll be. We'll
take whatever we get. Being valedictorian is no big deal
to him. And, frankly, it's a ban of law is what it is.

And on that point, Your Honor, let me just hand up,

if I could, the regulations under the federal statute.
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The school district really had no right to ask Riveféide
for these backgfound grades. Because there's dnly a
handful of circumstances under which --

THE COURT: It’'s Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 21,

(WHEREUPON, Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 21 was mérked for

identification and admitted into evidence.)

MR. MULLER: Because éhere are only a handful of
circumstances under which you can do that.

Item A on that page, which I'd like to —— on that
éopy of the federal regulations, which I'd like to mark as
Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 22.

THE COURT: No. Plaintiff's Exhibit No. 21.

MR. MULLER: 21.

THE COURT: It's already marked.

MR. MULLER: Item Al-1A says that it's okay to
disclose it withouﬁ consent if it's to somebody within the
school. Well, that didn't happen here. It wasn't
disélosed'to somebody within the school. They went
outside the school.

And then if you go to two, which is on the next page,
you can disclose it, but only if it's to somebody
involving postsecondary education. This isn't
postsecondary education. This is secondary education.

So what they did is they violated the federal law by

going out to get these so-called background grades. And
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that's just plain wrong. BAnd it's illegal. They
shouldn't be rewarded for that. |
. MR. WEBB: Judge. |

THE COURT: Yes. '

MR. WEBB: Two things réal quick. Our position is
99.34 allows institutions such as a school district to
contact, to speak‘with, to obtain transfer records from
other entities. That is the law under the Famil?
Educational Rights Privacy Act.

Secondly, if you wouid like; the superinténdent of
the school.district of Greenville County is heré,

Mr. Burke Royster, and he may be able to shed some light .
on this situation, if you would like to hear from him.

THE COURT: Well, sure. I'll be happy to hear
whatever y'all have got to say. I don't -~ this is a very
difficult...

MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Your Honor, I don't know that I
caﬁ add a great deal that will give clarity to éome of the
questicns that were raised tpday. I wasn't involved in

this at the outset of the matter. I do know about it in

summary. I was made aware of it at some point during the

process what was going on by Mr. Webb and by our academics
staff.
I think ~- you know, it was just very apparent to me

as I was sitting here listening, and watching, and hearing
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what you had to say ~—land I think you're faced with a
great dilemma. Ahd it's a dilemma not unsimilar -- or not
dissimilar to the one that was faced by our folks in .
interpfeting the transcript.

I wish that this had been handled a little
differently from the outset. I think some good points
were made as far as the early involvement of the other
parent. I don't know how this came to the person’'s
attentionvthat brought it forward. '

But it seems to me that our counselor, initially, did
neot pay attention to this note on ﬁhe transcript. The
note on the transcript contained within the borders of
that transcript raised some question on the mind -~ in the
minds of our academics division. And they sought clarity,
which is not unusual to seek clarity from another school
or another school district when yoﬁ receive a transcript,
andvparticularly one that may have something on it that
you have a question about.

- I wish they had raised that question, initially,
prior to ever issuing the transcript. Unfortunately, I
think either Mr. Webb or Mr. Barlow said, you know, people
sometimes-act in a way that on review might have been
prudent to have acted a little more slowly. |

THE COURT: We're all guilty of that.

MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Yes, sir. And, perhaps, not
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issued the transcript sc gquickly.
But it does raise very difficult questions for all of

us. And that is how to deal with this transcript knowing

that the grade, actually, earned had a number added to it

at various points that's noted on the transcript. And how

do we include that and how do we enter that into the
consideration of not only that individual's attainment,
but how that rélates to others within the ciéss at
Southside High Schocl. |

And as you I'm sure are aware and remember from time
in school and hearing other people talk about it as well,
quite often, there's great.éompetition for first, second,
third, fourth place in a particular class. And that,
oftentimes, students seek advantage in what they choose to
try to elevate that GPA. Because it, certainly, has a
meaning to them in college admission. It has a meaning in
earning scholarships. In fact, there are some
institutions that give full scholarships to those who are
first or second in their class. So it has great meaning
to a number of people.-

And whatever decision was made about this young man's
transcript, obviously, effects that young man and it
effects other young men and young women in that class. So
it was not an easy issue for the school to address, nor

for the district to address.
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There was never any'intent,.though, for anyone to
hide anything or for anyone to do anything behind
soméone's back. I hate that there are any facts in the
matter that appear that way. And there was no -- there
may be some appearance there was scme undue influence, but
there was no undue influence exerted.

As I think the point was already made, no matter who
brought this to our attention, it is a concern. It's an
issue. It's a problem. Once it was brought-to our
attention, we couldn't ignore it simply because it might
have been brought by the parent of another student. We
had to address it.

And we believe, from a district standpoint, that we
addressed it in a manner prudent, that exercised good
judgment, and that we did the due diligence that we could
do in order to try to bring clarity to it to make the
right decision for all of those involved. And,
unfortunately, whatever decision we make —- whatever
decision you make will affect some people positively and
will affect some people negatively.

And we hope that we made the decision to the best of
our ability given the facts that we had. And we did it
only with the purpose of making the best decision and
making the decision we believe was right to make in that

particular case.
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So I'm sorry that some of the facts appear, perhaps,
murky in review, but there was no intent to do it that
way.

THE COURT: Well, a couple things struck me. One is
you are talking about interpreting a transcript.

MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Yes, gir.

THE COURT: And then the other thing is it's -- there
is -— I mean, I just don't know that Georgia gives these
quality poinfs. Isn't that what they're called?

MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I.don;t know if they do that in their --
if their donation of quality points assigning quality
points for elevated more difficult classes is just exactly
what you're talking about with the grade bump. I mean,
that's why Mr. Muller‘s point is so well taken that the
law is clear, the regulations are clear about you must
take the numerical number.

MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Yes( sir.

And I think what -- if I might, Your Honor, what made
that murky to us was the fact .that on that samé-page, it
said, and we added this many points in these cases. So
which grade is the transgript? Is it the grade that
appears, or is it the grade minus the notation?

’ THE COURT: Well, and then the other problem, I mean,

is if you made 100 in a class, he doesn't get any extra.
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N .
And we don't know —— I mean, it's -- we don't know the

accuracy of what's reported in these unofficial e-mails.
You've gbt the official transcrip£. And there's -- and
that's ﬁhat we go by.

MR. WEBB: And, Judge, with the official transcript,
I would say that I'm not sure I agree with the fact that
we interpret the transcript. What we did is when we
became aware that there was an asterisk within the four
corners of the transcript, then we did our due diligence
to find the accurate numerical averages for young
Mr. P{w-

Then from there, we did what we thought was in the
best interest of everyone involved in accordance with the
law. Now, as far as the aécuracy of the ~- and the
authenticity of the e-mail from Riverside Military
Academy, we had short notice with regard to the hearing.
I think we would be happy to provide the Court with |
additional materiql; to alleviate any concerns with that
accuracy. But, you know, we've only had a few days here
to -- before this hearing.

THE COURT: I know. I mean, it's got to be done on
short notice.

MR. WEBB: Sure; . N

THE COURT: I guess this most often comes up in

athletes transferring schools. Would that be a fair

000070
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Statémént?

MR. WEBB: Judge, I would say this is a unique
situation that I have not experienced. And our people
from my discussions have not experienced this asterisk on
a transcript before.

. MR. BURKE ROYSTER: Your Honor, IAwas a high school
principal about 10 years age. I don't recall ever seeing
a transcript like that with that sort of notation on it.

In fact, you know, one of the.reasons that we have --
and I think Mr. Muller probably made that point. But one
of the reasons that we have the uniform grading scale in
South Caiolina is to address those sorts.of différences.
Prior to the uniform grading scale, individual school
districts wouid adopt.their own grading schedules. For
example, maybe at one place, a 95 to 100 was an ‘A, And in
another place, a 90 to 100 was an BA.

So in trying to particularly deal with transfer
students, it was very difficult to bring them in and
accurately translate what that_gfade was where‘they came
frem into fhe system that they were coming into.

And there ié incredible competition for those top
slots. And it is not unusual without anyone in a school
ever saying anything to a student -- for those students in

N
that tép 10, it's very normal for them to know exactly

where they stand amongst themselves, There's quite a lot
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of conversation that goes on between and amongst them,
between and amongst their parents sometimes. Thef very
often know exéctly where they stand and where others stand
without anybody from the school providing that -
information.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BARLOW: Your Honor, just to bring this back to a
legal framework. Essentially, what's being made here is
an estoppel»argument. You told them one thing and you've
got to stick with what you to;d them the first time. But,
you know, estoppel against the government requires you to
show reliance on it, and justifiable reliance on it, and
prejudicial reliance on it. And there's been no —-
nothing cffered that would show that he wouldn't have
tiansferred to Southside or that there was any prejudice
suffered by this back and forth. it‘s not the ideal
circumstance. But to make an estoppel claim against the
government, that's a key element. BAnd that's not here.

THE COURT: Well, you know, I'm wondering how many
other transfer students received a bump in their grade and
just because that school that sent the transcript didn’'t
put an asterisk down there, no one knew to check it out.

And we've‘éll suffered from -- well, I don't'know.
Some of us, it probably wouldn't matter. But for some of

us who --~ I think back to law school and the mean average
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of the three different sections varied by a huge amount.
It just depended on who the professor was. . Nobody got the
benefit of that by saying, well, look at the mean average
of the sections and so; you know, you should -- my work
was better because of me -~ is better than it shows
because the mean of my section is lower than the mean of
that section so give‘me a job, instead of the gu? that's
here Eecause my section was tougher.' I mean, fhat's a...
All right. Well, I wish -- I just need to -- I don't
do it lightly. I don't assign blame anywhere. But I'm
going to grant his writ just based on the fact that the
clear language of the regulations and the law is that it
must accept it. Bnd I guess my finding would be that
the -- without assigning fault, and I'm really not, oxr
blame, or anything of that nature that the law is clear,
And that it would be my finding that the school district's
well intention efforts at fairness and equality which led
to them -- and I'm going to define it as interpreting --
to interpret the transcript to reduce the numerical number
was wrong.‘ And I'll let y'all talk to somebody wﬁd's
smart enough to figure this out.

Would you do an order just as gquickly as possible,

. Mr. Muller?

MR. MULLER: Yes, sir. I'll do one this afternoon.

THE COURT: Okay. And would you like -~ can I talk
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to the lawyers up here for a second?

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held.)

THE COURT: I would say this just for pontificating
thét it is a very dangerous thing to ~- I mean, you've got
to -- I mean, you've got to be careful. But to’spread
around your success, academic, financial, athletic --
because as soon as you start to think you're the best
there is( you find out very quickly that there's somebody
else out there who is better. And so anything -- any
success that a person has needs to be tempered.with
humanity.

But having said that, work hard.

MR. MULLER: Thank you, Judge.

MR. WEBB: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: I did not —-- this is not an exhibit. So
would you prefer to substitute this for the other?

MR. MULLER: I would.

THE COURT: Hollie, will you just put Defendant's
Exhibit No. 1 on that. A

_THE COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you.

****************EN’D OF TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD*#**kkkkhkdkkkdkkk
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Greenville County Schoals Grading
Course Grading

A=100-33
The disticl campllas wilh the Stata Baard of Edusation pollcy regarding 8 flekre-
siatewids uniform grading sceie. ?: ;:_;’:’

Grading Scales
Kindargartan

Student progress i Kindergarten Is reported for Soulh Carolina kindergarien siendards as follows.
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Grode One

Slirdent progress In grade one 1s reparted for South Carnolina first grade etandards as follows:
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Penmenship

Grades Twa ihrough Twelve Grading Scales

Siudent pmgress In gradas two through twelve 5 reporied for all subjacta as foljowa,

The South Camlina Uniform Grading Scals and the system for grade polni ges (GPAs) and
dass rank will be elfective for all studenls In the 2007-2008 schaol year. The policy requires thal the lowest
grade given to a student at the end of 8 course Is a 81, This grade wou!d be considerad a “fleor” grading,

Elementary (grades 2 ~ 5) and middis schoals will have a floor of 81 for each grading perlod, High schoois will
have a floer of 50 {or all studenis with one exception, Ninth graders wif hava a fioor of 81 at the end of st and
3nd quariers (block schedule) or {5t ster (tfradltienat schedule), Interim progress regorts will show alt
grades, Including these helow 81. Teachers will contact parenis when a studenl recelves a falling progress
reporl,

Grading values are:

+ 8% -8%F ~ all alementary end middle schoola
+ 60— 689:F - all high schools {excaption of 9ih gradara: 1st and 3rd block ach 1

OO 17

« 70-78:D
« T=-84:0
- 85~82:8
+83-100: A

Stalo Uniform Grading Scals
Conversion process

All report cards and lranseripls will use numareal prades for courses canylng Cameghe unlls, Transcripts and
repart cands will sitow course tilia and isvelitype of course taken, The grading scole mus) ba prinied on the
rapor card.

When lr pls are Jved frum d out-of-state schoofs (or In-state from accredked sources other
than the public schoo!s) and numenrcal averages are provided, thuse averages must be used In transfening the
grades {o the studenl's recard. If letler grades with no iumerical pes are provided, the
aquivalents will be used fo transfar the grades Into the studenl's record.

-+ ASHE

+ B=88

» Cs=B0

. D=73

« F=5Y

f the Irinscript Indicates that the student has eamed a paasing grade in any course with a qumericat average
Iower then 70, the averaga will be convered to & 73 numerdcal grade.

If fhe transcript shows that tha studant has eamed a grade of "7 (passing), that grade wik be converled (o a
numerical grade based upon Informatlon secured from tha sending Inatitution as (@ (he approximale numerical
value of the "P." If no numerical average can be abtained from the sending Institufion, the recatving schon! will
calculale the student's cumulalive transfer GPA and .

1he comesponding nember equivatent will be essigned to replace the *P.*
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Grading Criteria
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End-of-course testing and the credit recovery option

In courses requlring state end-of-coursa tesiing, the disirict will apply the mandalary 20 percenl welghilng of
the end-of-course 1esl fo the sludent’s Gnal grada, The stuitent will be allowed fo lake 1he exandnallon only
onice, al the end of lhe regular courss duratlon and not &t the end of an exiended perod granted through the
qedit mcbvary oplion. The school will treal sludants who repeat ihe course as hough they wera teking the
eairse for the first Ume and alf requirements wik apply.

Honors courses

Honora Bre ded for 1= axhibiiing superor abilities In the pasiicular course content area, The
honars curiculum places emphasts on critkal and endlytical thinking, rational decialon-making, and induclive
end deductive reasoning. Honars courses should not ge a sludent lo grad early, but should exiend
caurss oppariuniles al fhe high schoof laval,

The disirict mey dasignate honors caurses and give the assignad walghling under the foliowing conditions,

¢ An honars course must have a published syllabus that verifies rigor sufficiently beyond the College Preparmaiory {CR)
requirsments,

- T&‘iﬁbwks and/or othar coursa metarials et ba differsnifated and more rigarous than those used In CP courses.

» Honers coursas may ba affered In E1|g§:h mathemallcs, sciance and sochal studles, Additionally, honors courses may
be dn:lgmlsd In cther content ames for the third nriounh laved of the courses prvided the two critaria fisted atove
are mat, Honoms weighting may not ba designated in sny physics! aducnlion coursns,

One-half of & quallly point (.5) wil ba added to the GP welghling for hanors sourses that meet all three orteria
llsted above. These criteria apply to alt courses, Including thoss offered opline and in ather nontradifanal
seitings as well as (hose recorded on a transcript from an oul-of-slate-schon) aceredited under the board of
educallon of that slale or the approprdale reglonal acorediting agency.

Advanced Placement {AP) and International Baccalaureate {1B} Coursos

The {o¥owing oriterda apply to ihe College Board’s AP courses and (o 18 courses, induding those olfered onfine
end in other nontraditionat setiings as well as those recorded on a transerpt from an oul-of-stale-school
eccrudited unger the board of aducaiion of thal state or Ihe appropriate reglonal accrediting agency.
- AP or |B caursas will ba awarded a full quallly polnt sbeve the CP welghting. Saminar or suppert cowses for AP or (B
may be walghted &5 hotors but nolas AP or[B courves.

. A mndard-luvd {SL) 18 coursa will cammy only ane qualify polnl. Howover, two qualty points of IB crodit wib ba granted
far higher-tavel (HL) coursas In fhe IB program fhal sequire & minimum of 240 hours of instnsclion.

Dual credit courses

Disal credit cottrses, whather the course Is {aken af the schaool site where the student Is enmiled or at & posi-
secondasy Insflullen, are definad as those courses for which the student has recelyad permisslon fram histher
homa schodl to eam bolh Camagie unlts and cred!t for thoss particular wursas Ong quatty point will be added
to ihe CP welghling for duat credit courses thal are applicabls to greas or
offered by accrad]ied insiiiutlons,

Collage orientalion classas for dual credit wik be weighted as CP,

d

Grade point avemges {GPA)

The unlform gmuing scale and system for figuring GPA and tass rank wili apply fa all courses canying
Camnegle unlis, incuding umts eamad at the middiefunlor high school leval,

As applicable, the district will recaloulale GPAs already esmad by students based on the three-decimal-poini
scalae as cutilned In this administrafive le. Increased quality polnts for dual credit courses and full et for
dual cradit ourses whl nol be figured [nlo recalculations,

Gmne point averages will be fgured uniformly In &l schoola using (he following formula, The farmula wil yleld
each student's GPA which can then he ranked fram highest te lowest rank In class. Computalions will nol be
rxindad io & higher number. Alf diplonva candidaies are included in the ranking.

= sum {guallly paints x unlis
sum of units allempled

Class Rankings

Class rankings will e delsrminad based on the grade point ratios ('GPRs") of students n grade twelve & the
conclusion of the saventh samestar of high schod In order:

« Ta dalermine honor graduaies and selact a valeticlorlan and sakuiatorian,

The high schoot wil determine the manner of racopnilian of honors gradusles, Le., konar conds, apaele! recognition in
tha graduetion Pfﬂgﬂ!mlmmmmy. ale.

» To provida nead for for Y prog s and
« To provido ) siud need for ips end ather awanfs.
However, dass rank for LIFE ps i5 d Ined aj the of the spring semestar of the senlor
year.
Coursa withdrawals
Wih [he first day of I as the who wlthdraw from a course within three days ina 45-

day wourse, five days in a AQ-day course or 10 days In 8 180-day caurse wil do s witheul penalty.

Students who withdraw from a course after ths specfied tkne of three days In a 45-day course, flve daysin a
80-day course o 40 days In a 180-day course will be assigned a WF and the F (as & 81) will be calcutated In
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Grading Criteria
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tha sludenl’s averall grade polnt averags.

The lhree.- fiva and 10-day Emitations for withdrawing from & course without penally do nat apply to course or
rlEs level changas approved iy the adminlstration of a school. The distric} will eatablish withdrewal
lImi{stions for distance feaming courses.

Sludents who drop vl of schoal or are expellsd after the aflawed perfe for withdrawal hut befare the end of
the grading peried will be assigned grades in accardance wiih the foliowing.
* The shiudant wit recaiva 2 WP It haishe was passing the cowse. The grade of WP will canry no Camagla unks and no
guality painis o be faciored into tha sludant's GPA,
* The sludent wil receive a WF i he/she was falling he coursa, The grade of WF wil cany no Cameagla unifs bui will ba
factomed ino e sludent’s GPA as A 61,
i3 studan! falls @ course due o excassive absantes, tha schoo! will recard an FA on his/her transcripl, The
grade of FA will earry not Gamagla unis but will be faciored Info the student's GPA as 8 61,

Retaking courses )
Students I gradaa nine thraugh 12 may relake a course at the same {avel of dificully If (hey eamed a D or F In
fhat courae. The sludem’s record will reflect all courses taken and the grades eared.

The siudant may relake the course allher during the current schoo! yenr or during the next schoot yaar bt no
later than thal second year. In addlfon, the student must refaks the course bafore he/sha has anrolled in the
nexi sequentia course (uniess granted approval by the schao} allan (o do s0),

A student who has taken & course for a Camogle unit prior to hisher ninth grade year may retake thal course
regardiess of he grade eamed. In this case, only the relake grade will he used In figuring the student’s GPR
and only iha ratake atlempt will show on the transcripl. This rule will apply whelhnr the relake grada Is higher or
towey than the prade praviously eamed by the studenf.

wols | Sludonta | Paronts | Employany

Copyright @ 2013
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10113 : , BoardDoos® Polioy. introdusfion
1'1. GREENVILLE COQUNTY

e S CHOOLS

Where Enlightening Strikes!

Book Pollcles

Section I - Instructional Program

Title Academic Achlevement; Grading Systems
Number THA )

-Status Actlve

Legal

Adopted October 10, 2000

Last Revised May 22,2007

- The district complies with the State Board of Education policy regarding a statewlde uniform grading scale.

The Uniform Grading Pollcy Is effective for all students beglnning In the 2007-2008 school year and Is set out below,

A =100-93
B =92-86
C=8477
D =76-70
F = 69-61

The administration will develop regulations and procedures necessary to implement this policy.

Rule: IHA

www boarddocs.convsc/g resnvillefBoard.nsfiguto?opandtd=B76KME79D7 1F
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e GREFNVILLE COUMTY

4 SCHOOLS o

Where Enlightaning Strikesi

Book Rules

Sectlon 1 - Instructional Program .
Title Academic Achfevement; Grading Systems ;
Number IHA ’

Status - Actlve ' ' :
Legal ;
Adopted May 1, 1981

Last Revised October 1, 2007 ‘

Grading scales
Kindergartsn

Student progress In kindergarten is reported for South Carolina kindergarten standerds as follows.

* language and [lteracy

- mathematics readiness

- motor skilfs

+ personal and soclal development

Scale =

+ Consistently demonstrate
Sometimes demonstrates

- Rarely or never demonstrates

* Not yet demonstrated

Grade one

Student progress in grade one Is reported for South Carolina first grade standards as follows: :

- Personal and Social Growth ' ‘
- Reading

- Language Arts i :
- Related Arts :
- Mathematics |
- Sclence .
» Soclal Sludies :
' Penmanshlp

Scale =
+ Conslstently demonstrates

Sometimes demonstrates

- Rarely of never demonstrates
* Not yet demonstrated

Grades two through twelve

Student progress In grades two through twelve Is réported for all subjects as follows.

wiww,bosrddocs.comyse/g reanville/Board.nslig clo7opandld=876KTQTIEIES - ]
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10113 ) BoardDocs® Pollcy, IHA Acartemic Achlevement: Grading Systemns

The South Carolina Unlform Grading Scale and the system for caleulafing grade point averages (GPAs) and class rank
will be effectlve for all students in the 2007-2008 schoo! year. The policy requires that the lowest grade glven to a
student at the end of a course is a 61, This grade would be consldered a “floor grading.

Efementary (grades 2 — 5) and middle schools will have a floor of 61 for each grading period. High schools will hawe a

fioar of 50 for all students with one exception. Ninth graders will have & floor of 61 at the end of 151 and 3rd quarters

{block scheduls) or 1st semester (traditional schedule). interim progress reports will show all grades, Including those

below 61. Teachers will contact parents when a student recelves a falling progress report,

Grading values are;

61 - 69:F — all elementary and middle schools

50 — 69:F — all high schoals (exception of 8th graders: 1st and 3rd block schedules, 1st semester traditional

schedules)
70-76: D
77-84: C
85-92: B
93 - 100: A

State upiform grading scale - grades nine through 12

Numerical breaks for etter grades, welghtings for specified courses and a conversion chart for computing grade polnt

ratios follow. ’ .
South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions
Numerical Letter grade College Prep Honors - AP/IB/Dual
average : Credit
100 A 4.875 5375 5.875
99 A 4.750 . 5.250 5750 ]
[ 98 - | A 4.625 5.125 5625 |
97 | A I 4500 5.000 5500 |
9% A 4.375 4.875 5375 ]
95 A 4.250 4,750 5.250
94 A | 4,125 4,625 5,125
93 A 4.000 4,500 5,000
92 B 3.875 4375 4.875
91 B 3.750 4.250 4750 |
90 B 3,625 4.123 4,625
[ 89 B 3,500 4.000 4.500°
83 B 3,375 3.875 4.375
87 B 3.250 3.750 4.250
86 B 3,125 3,625 4,125
8S B 3,000 3.500 4.000
84 C 2.875 3.375 3.875
1 _

ww.boar ddocs,convsc/gresnille/Boar d.ns¥g otoopengid=876KTQTIEET
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W3 ) BoardDocs® Pdlicy. IHA Acaderic Achlevement: Grading Systems

83 C | 2750 3.250 3.750
82 C | 2625 3.125 3.625
81 C [ 2500 3.000 3.500
80 C 2375 2,875 3.375
} 79 C 2.250 2.750 3.250
78 | C 2125 2.625 3.125
7 C 2.000 2,500 3.000
N 6 D 1.875 2.375 2.875
75 D 1.750 2.250 2.750
74 D 1,625 2.125 2.625
73 D 1.500 2.000 2.500
72 D 1375 1.875 2375
71 D | 1,250 1,750 2,250
70 | D 1,125 1.625 2,125
69 F 1.000 1,500 2,000
| 68 | F 0.875 1.375 1.875
67 B F 0.750 1,250 1.750
6 ] F 0.625 1.125 1.625
65 | F 0.500 1.000 1.500
64 | F 0.325 0.875 1375
63 ] i3 0.250 0.750 1,250
62 I F [ 0125 0.625 1.125
0-61 [ F 0,000 0.000 0.000
i 61 FA 10.000 0.000 0.000
61 WF [ 0.000 0.000 0.000
— ] WP | 0000 - 0,000 0.000

Conversion process

All reporl cards and transcripts will use numerical grades for courses earrying Carnegie units, Transcripts and report
cards will show course title and level/type of course taken. The grading seale must be printed on the report card.

When transcrpts are recelved from accredited out-of-state schools (or in-state from accredited sources other than the
public schoofs) and numerical averages are provided, those averages must be used in transferring the grades to the
student’s record. If letter grades with no numerical averages are provided, the following equivalents will be used to

transfer the grades Into the student's record. :
A=86
B=88
C=80
D=73

www,boar ddocs .corsc/g reenville/Board.nsfig oto?open8id=8T6KTQ7IEE1
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F=61

If the transcript Indlcates that the student has eamed a passing grade In any course with a numerical average lower
than 70, the average will be comerted {o a 73 numerical grade.

If the tranecript shows that the student has samed a grade of 'P” (passing), that grade will be converted to a numerical
grade based upon Informatlon secured from the sending [nstltution as to the approximate numerical value of the “P." If
na numerical average can be obtained from the sending Institution, the recelMng school will calculate the student's
cumulalive transfer GPA and :

the comrespanding number equivalent will be assigned to replace the "P."

End-gf<course testing and the credit recovery option

In courses requiring state end-of-course testing, the district will apply the mandatory 20 percent weighting of the end-

of-course test to the student's final grade. The student will be allowed to take the examination ohly once, at the end of .

the regular course duratlon and not at the end of an extended peried granted through the credlt recovery option. The
school will treat students who repeat the course as though they were taking the course for the first time and all

requirements will apply.

Honors coursss

Honors courses are intended for students exhiblting superior ablfities In the particular course content area, The honors
cumculum places emphasis on ciitical and analyifcal thinking, rational decision-making, and Inductive and deductive
reascning, Honors courses should not encourage a student to graduate early, but should extend course opportunities

at the high schaol lavel.
The district may deslgnate hanors courses and give the assighed welghting under the following conditions.

- An honors course must have a published syllabus that verifies rigor sufficiently beyond the College Preparatory (CP)

requirements., . .
. Textbooks andfor other course materials must be differentiated and more rigorous than those used In CF courses.

+ Honors courses may be offered in English, mathematics, sclence and soclal studies, Additionally, honors courses
may be designated In other content areas for the third or fourth level of the courses provided the two oriterla listed
above are met, Honors welghting may not be designated in any physlcal education courses.

One-half of a quality point (.5) will be added to the CP welghting for honors courses that meet all three criteria listed
abowe, Thess criterda apply to all courses, Including those offered online and In other nontraditional settings as well as
those recarded on a {ranscript from an out-of-state-schoo! accredited under the board of sducation of that state or the

appropriate regional accrediting agency.
Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate {(IB) Courses

The following ctiteria apply to the College Board's AP courses and to IB courses, including those offered online and In
other nontradltional seftings as well as those recorded on a transcript from an out-of-state-school accredited under the
board of education of that siate or the appropriate reglonal accrediting agency.

+ AP or 1B courses will be awarded a full quality point above the CP welghting. Semlinar or support courses for AP or IB
may be weighted as honors but not as AP or IB courses.

- A standard-level (SL) 1B course will carry only one quality point. However, two quallty points of IB credit will be
granted for higher-level (HL) courses in the IB program that require a minimum of 240 heurs of instruction.

Dual credit courses

Dual credit courses, whether the course is taken at the school slte where the student is enrolied or at a post-
secondary Institution, are defined as those courses for which the student has recelved permission from his/ner home
sohoo| to eam both Camegie units and credit for those particular courses, One quality point will be added to the CP
welghting for dual credit courses that are applicable to baccalaureate degrees or associate degrees offered by

www.boarddocs .comvsa/greenville/Board.nsfly olo?opendld=876KTQTHEIEY
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“acoredlted Institutions.

College orlentation classes for dual credit will be welghted as CP.

Grade point averages (GPA)

The unlform gradinQ scale and system for figuring GPA and class rank wifl apply to all courses carrying Camegle
units, {ncluding units eamed at the middle/funlor high school level, ,

As applicable, the district will recalculate GPAs already earned by students based on the three-declimal-point scale as
outlined In this administrative rule. Increased guality polnts for dual credil courses and full credtt for dual credit courses

will not be figured into recalcutations.

Grade point averages will be figured unlformly In all schools using the following formula, The formula will yield each
student’s GPA which ¢an then be ranked from highest to jowest rank In class, Computations will not be rounded io a

higher number. All diploma candidates are Included in the ranking.

GFR = gum (quslity points x unlts)

sum of units attempted

Class Rankings
Class rankings will be determined based on the grade point ratios {'GPRs") of students In grade twelve at the

concluslon of the seventh semester of high schoal in order:
1. To determine honor graduates and selsct a valadictorian and salutatorian,
The high school will determine the manner of recognition of honors graduates, Le., honor cords, spec!al recognitlon in

the graduation program/cetemony, etc.;
2. To provide information students need for applications for admission to post-secondary programs; and
3, To provide information students need for scholarships and other awards.

\
\

However, class rank for LIFE Scholarships Is determined at the conclusion of lhé spring semester of the senlor year. 1

Course withdrawals

With the first day of enrolfment as the baseline, studente who withdraw from a course within three days in a 45-day
course, five days in a 90-day course or 10 days In a 180-day course will do so without penalty,

Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of three days In a 45-day course, five days In a 90-day
colrse or 10 days in a 180-day course will be assigned a WF and the F (as a 61) will be oalculated tn the student [
owerall grade point average.

The three, five and 10-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty do not apply to course or course
Ievel changes approved by the administration of a school. The district will establish withdrawal limitations for distance

leaming courses.

Students who drop out of school or are expelled after the allowed period for withdrawal but before the end of the
grading period Wil be assigned grades in accordance with the following,

+ The student will tecelve a WP if he/she was passing the course, The grade of WP will carry no Canegie units and no

quality points to be factored Into the student’s GPA.
» The student will recelve a WF if he/she was failing the course The grade of WF will carry no Carnegle units but wilt

be factored into the student's GPA as a 61.

If & student falls a course due to excesshve absences, the school will record an FA on his/her transcript, The grade of , i
FA wiil carry not Camegle units but will be factored into the student's GPA as a 61.

Retaklng courses

Students In grades nine through 12 may retake a course at the same level of difficulty if they eamed aDor F in that i
course. The student's record wiil reflect all courses taken and the grades .earned. ]

The student may retake the course either during the current schoo) year or during the next school year but no later

ww.boar ddocs.comvsolg reenvifle/Board.nsT/g olo?open8id=878KTQTIEIE] . 6/8
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than that second year, in addltioni, the studant must retake the course before he/she has enrolled In the next
sequentlal course (unless granted approval by the school administration to do s0). ' {

A student who has taken a course for a Camegle unit prior fo hisfher hinth grade year may relake that course
regardiess of the grade earhed. In this case, only the retake grade will be used in figuring the student’s GPR and only
the retake attempt will show on the franseript, This rute will apply whether the retake grade Is higher or lower than the
grade previously eamed by the student. '

www.boarddoes.comYsc/gresmlle/Soard.nstigoto?opentdd=BTeKTQYIEIET
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The Legislative Mandate

S.C. Code Ann. § 59-5-68 (2004) reads as follows:

The General Assembly finds that given the fact the State provides substantial
financial academic assistance to students of the State based on cumulative
grade point averages and districts currently use a variety of grading scales, it is
in the best interest of the students of South Carolina for a uniform grading scale
to be developed and adopted by the State Board of Education to be implemented
in all public schools of the State. Thérefore, the State Board of Education is
directed to establish a task force comprised of superintendents, principals,
teachers, and representatives of school boards and higher education no later
than June 30, 1999. The task force shall make recommendations to the board
including, but not limited to, the following: consistent numerical breaks for letter
grades; consideration of standards to define an honors course; appropriate

- weighting of courses; and determination of courses and weightings to be used in
the calculation of class rank. The task force shall report its findings to the State
Board of Education no later than December 1, 1999. The State Board of
Education shall then adopt and school districts of the State shall begin using the
adopted grading scale no later than the 2000-2001 school year.

The State Board of Education adopted a uniform grading policy for South Caralina’s
public schools in December 1999. That policy, which applied to all students who first
enrolled in the ninth grade in the 2000-01 school year, has now been revised. The

. particulars of the state's revised uniform grading policy are set forth in the pages that
follow here.

The new uniform grading scale and the system for calculatlng grade point averages
(GPAs) and class rank will be effective for all students in the 2007-08 school year.
Recalculations will be limited to the use of the three-decimal-place conversion factors
specified in the South Carolina uniform grading policy's grade point conversion chart.
Increased quality points for dual credit courses and full crédit for dual credit courses will
not be figured into recalculations.
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Grade Point Conversion Chart

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversnons
ZN ’“fﬁ“ﬁ‘cal*g 2l etfers ?@5‘@% S e : EEARIBES
AvETate g@r S opleeseen L Tohoe RS
A 5,375 5.875
A 5.250 5.750
A 5.125 5,625
A 5.000 5.500
A 4875 . 5.375
A 4,750 5.250
A 4,625 5.125
A 4.500 5.000
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C 2.875 3.375 3.875

83 Cc 2.7580 3.250 3.750

82 c 2.625 . 3.125 3.625

81 c 2.500 3.000 3.500

80 c 2.375 2.875 3.375

79 c 2.250 2.750 3.250

‘78 C 2.125 2.625 3.125
2.000 2.500 3.000

“@R? ”@élﬁ 5 %* 5@&.,; E%E’“:@%S’?@,% BT
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F 1.000 1.500
ss F 0.875 1.375
67 F 0.750 1.250
66 F 0.625 1.125

65 F 0.500 1,000
64 F 0.375 0.875
63 F 0.250 0.750
62 E 0.125 0.625
0-61 F 0.000 0.000
61 FA 0.000 0.000
61 WF 0.000 0.000
— WP 0.000 0.000
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Courses Carrying Carnegie Units

The uniform grading scale and the system for calculating GPAs and class rank will
apply to all courses carrying Garnegie units, including units earned at the middle or

junior high school level.

All report cards and transcripts will use numerical grades for courses carrying Carnegie
units. Transcripts and report cards will specify the course title and the level or type of
course the student has taken (e.g., English 1, Algebra 2 honors, AP U.S. History). The
grading scale must be printed on the report card.

Honors Courses

Honors courses, which extend and deepen the opportunities provided by courses at the
high school level, are designed for students exhibiting superior abilities in the particular
content area. The honors curriculum places emphasis on critical and analytical thinking,
rational decision making, and inductive and deductive reasoning. '

School districts may designate honors courses and give the assigned weighting under
the following conditions:

A. An honors course must have a published syllabus that verifies rigor sufficiently
beyond the College Preparatory (CP) requirements. :

B. Textbooks and other course materials must be differentiated and more rigorous than
those used in CP courses.

C. Honors courses may be offered in English, mathematics, science, and social

studies. Honors weighting may be designated in other content areas for the third and

fourth level of the courses, provided that the two above standards are met. Honors
weighting may not be designated in any physical education courses.

One half of a quality point (.5) is added to the CP weighting for honors courses that
meet the three criteria listed above. These criteria apply to all courses, including those
offered online and in other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript
from an out-state-school that is accredited under the regulations of the board of
education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools,
or the Northwest Association of Colleges and School (as specified in State Board
Regulation 43-273, Transfers and Withdrawals).

Dual Credit Courses

Dual credit courses—whether they are taken at the school where the student is enrolled
or at a postsecondary institution—are those courses for which the student has been
granted permission by his or her home school to earn both Carnegie units and college
credit for those particular courses.
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One quality point is added to the CP weighting for dual credit courses that are
applicable to baccalaureate degrees or to associate degrees offered by accredited
institutions (see State Board of Education Regulation 43-234, Defined Program, Grades
6-12, and Regulation 43-259, Graduation Reqguirements).

College orlentation courses offered by postsecondary institutions carry CP weighting
and do not receive honors or dual credit quality points.

" Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Courses

The following criteria apply to the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) courses
and to International Baccalaureate (IB) courses—including those offered online and in
other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript from an out-state-school
that is accredited under the regulations of the board of education of that state or the
appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schocis, the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest
Association of Colleges and School (as specified in State Board Regulation 43-273,

Transfers and Withdrawals).

« Only AP or IB courses can be awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting.
Seminar or support courses for AP or IB may be weighted as honors but not as AP

or IB courses.
* An AP course can carry only one quality point.

» A standard-level (SL) IB course can carry only one quality point. However, two
quality points of IB credit can be granted for higher-level (HL) courses in the IB
program that require a minimum of 240 hours of instruction.

End-of-Course Examination Program (EQCEP) Courses and the Credit Recovery
Option ‘

Students who are enrolled in courses requiring state end-of-course examinations must
take the examinations and fulfill all requirements outlined in Regulation 43-262.4.
Students will be allowed to take the examination only once, at the end of the regular
course duration and not at the end of an extended period granted-through the credit
recovery option. Students who repeat the course must be treated as though they are
taking the course for the first time, and all requirements will apply.
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Computing Grade Point Averages

GPAs already earned by students will be recalculated on the basis of the revised
policy's three-decimal-point scale.

All South Carolina public schools will use the following formula to compute all GPAs:

GPA = sum (quality points x units)
sum of units attempted
STUDENT EXAMPLE

Course Numerical Quality Unit
Taken Average Points

English 1 91 3.750 1
Algebra 1 87 3.250 1
Physical Science 94 4,125 1
World Geography, Honors 83 3.250 1
Physical Education g2 3875 . 5
French 1 84 2.875 1
COMPUTATION
Quality Points Units
3750 x 1.0 = 3.750
- 3.250 x 1.0 = 3.250
4125 x 1.0 = 4125
3250 x 1.0 = 3.250
- 3.875 x S o= 1.9375
2875 x 10 = 2.875 .
sum of units attempted > 5.5 18.1875 & sum of quality points x units
sum of quality points X units 19.1875 + 5.5 = 3.488636 - student's GPA

divided by sum of units attempted -2

Computations will not be rounded to a higher humber._

The establishment of criteria for determining, honors graduates, including the
- valedictorian or salutatorian, is a local decision. Local boards may establish earlier
cutoffs (e.g., the seventh semester of high school, the third nine weeks of the senior
year) when ranking students for any local purpose. However, class rank for LIFE
Scholarships is determined at the conclusion of the spring semester of the senior year.
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' Cohv.erﬁng Grades on Transcripts

When transcripts are received from accredited out-of-state schools (or in state from
accredited sources other than the public schools) and numerical averages are provided,
those averages must be used In transferring the grades to the student's record. If letter
grades with no numerical averages are provided, this conversion will apply: A = 86, B =
88, C = 80, D = 73, F = 61. If the transcript indicates that the student has earned a
passing grade in any course in which he or she had a numerical average lower than 70,
that average will be converted to a 73 numerical grade on the new scale. See State
Board of Education Regulation 43-273 for complete information on transfers and
withdrawals. The criteria for accepting transcripts from homeschools are a local

decision.

If the transcript shows that the student has earned a grade of P (passing), that grade

will be converted to a numerical designation on the basis of information secured from
the sending institution as to the appropriate numerical value of the P. If no numerical
average can be obtained from the sending institution, the student's cumulative transfer
GPA will be calculated and the corresponding number equivalent will be assigned to
~ replace the P. (For example, if a student transfers with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 on the
CP scale, the grade of P would be converted to an 89. A grade of P, in other words, will
neither positively nor negatively impact the student's transfer GPA.)
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Withdrawing from a Course

With the first day of enrollment in the course as the baseline, students who withdraw '

from a course within three days in a 45-day course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten

days in a 180-day course will do so without penalty.

Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of three days in a 45-day

course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten days in a 180-day course shall be assigned

a WF, and the F (as a 61) will be ca!culated in the student’s overall grade point average.

The three-, five-, and ten-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty
‘do not apply to course or course-level changes approved by the administration of a

* school. Withdrawal limitations for distance learning courses will be established by local

districts.

Students who drop out of schoal or are expelled after the allowed period for withdrawal
but before the end of the grading period will be assigned grades in accordance wrth the
following polices:

» The student will receive a WP if he or she was passing the course. The grade of WP
will carry no Carnegie units and no quality points to be factored into the student's
GPA.

» The student will receive a WF if he or she was failing the course. The grade of WF
will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student's GPA as a 61.

If a student fails a course due to excessive absences, an FA will be recorded on his or .

her transcript. The grade of FA will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the
student’s GPA as a 61.
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Retaking a Course

Students in grades nine through twelve may refake a course at the same level of
difficulty if they have eamed a D or an F in that course. The student’s record will reflect
all courses he or she has taken and the grades he or she has earned,

The student may retake the course either during the current school year or during the
next school year but no later than that second year. In addition, the student must retake
the course before he or she has enrolled in the next sequential course (unless the
student is granted approval by school administration to do so). '

A student who has taken a course for a Carnegie unit prior to his or her ninth-grade year
may retake that course regardless of the grade he or she has earned. In such a case,
only the retake grade will be used in figuring the student's GPA, and only the retake
attempt will show on the transcript. This rule will apply whether the retake grade is
higher or lower than the grade the student previously earned.

55-03-8

000097



~

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
SYNOPSIS AGENDA/EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

CODE: 55-03

COMMITTEE: Curriculum & Instruction
DATE: January 9, 2007
{ SUBJECT/TITLE | | |

Revision to the 2006 South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy (First Reading)

[ PURPOSE OF REPORT/REGULATION/ITEM |

Revisions to this policy require approval by the State Board of Education.

| CRITICAL FACTS . |

In September, the State Board of Education approved the revised uniform grading
policy to ensutre its alignment with recommendations in the Report of the South Carolina
High School Redesign (March 2006) and the Education and Economic Development Act
(2006). Following the November 8, 2006, State Board of Education study session on the
revised policy, the State Department of Education has determined that additional
revisions are needed. Under The Legislative Mandate, third paragraph, page 55-03-01,
we are proposing to add the following sentences: Recalculations will be limited to the
three-decimal-place conversion factors specified in the South Carolina uniform grading
‘policy’s grade point conversion chart. Increased quality points for dual credit courses
and fult credit for dual credit courses will not be figured into recalcufations. On page 55-
03-4, please add the following sentence: College orientation courses for dual credit will
be weighted as College Prep. On page 55-03-5, we are recommending the addition of
. this sentence: Computations will not be rounded to a higher number.

| TIMELINE/REVIEW PROCESS ]

« September 2005 A committee of 27 school and district representatives
statewide was formed to review the 1999-2000 version of
the uniform grading policy and determine if revisions were
needed. The committee included assistant superintendents
of instruction, guidance counselors, Commission on Higher
Education members, curriculum coordinators, and SDE

personnel.
= QOctober 2005 The committee continued to meet to revise the policy. Input
January 2006 was sought from instructional leaders throughout the state.
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¢ January 2006— The policy was distributed via the Web for public input,
March 2006

e April 2006 The revised draft was p'resented to technology coordinators
' at a statewide meeting for input.

¢ June 2006 The revised draft was presented at two sessions at the 2006
Summer Leadership Institute for principals, assistant
superintendents, and superintendents for input. The final
revised draft incorporates statewide input.

« August9, 2006 The State Board of Education received the policy for first
reading.

» September 13, 2006 The State Board of Education considered and approved the
: policy on second reading. .

* November 8,2006 The State Board of Education conducted a study session on
: the revised policy. '

+ January 9, 2007 The State Board of Education is receiving the policy for
approval on first reading concerning revisions recommended
by the State Department of Education.

e February 2006— Districts will communicate new policy and incorporate

May 2007 changes.
. Augbust 2007 The new policy will be effective for all students.
| ECONOMIC IMPACT _ |
COST: None
FUND/SOURCE:
RECOMMENDATION ' |

The State Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education
approve the 2006 South Carolina uniform grading policy, as revised, for first reading.
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[ ACTION REQUEST | ]

FOR APPROVAL: [X FOR INFORMATION ONLY: ]
REVIEW REQUIRED BY EDITOR: Yes No []
Signature of Editor (If Required) Date

APPROVED BY:

Signature of Deputy Superintendent - Date
* *Signature of General Counsel » Date
**Signature of State Superintendent of Education Date

ATTACHMENT: [X

*The Cffice of General Counsel must approve any actlon that requires the promulgation, amendment, or repeal of State Board of
Education regulations. : .
**The State Superintendent of Education must approve all item(s) before the item(s) is placed on the State Board of Education

agenda.
When signature is not required, please put N/A in Signature block
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South Carolina
Uniform Grading Policy

~ Issued by the
South Carolina Department of Education

Inez Moore Tenenbaum
State Superintendent of Education

January 9, 2007
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The Legislative Mandate

S.C. Code Ann. § 59-5-68 (2004) reads as follows:

The General Assembly finds that given the fact the State provides substantial
financial academic assistance to students of the State based on cumulative
grade point averages and districts currently use a variety of grading scales, it is
in the best interest of the students of South Carolina for a uniform grading scale
to be developed and adopted by the State Board of Education {o be implemented
in all public schools of the State. Therefore, the State Board of Education is
directed to establish a task force comprised of superintendents, principals,
teachers, and representatives of school boards and.higher education no later
than June 30, 1999. The task force shall make recommendations to the board
including, but not fimited to, the following: consistent numerical breaks for letter
grades; consideration of standards to define an honors course; appropriate
weighting of courses; and determination of courses and weightings to be used in
the calculation of class rank. The task force shail report its findings to the State
Board of Education no later than December 1, 1999. The State Board of
Education shall then adopt and school districts of the State shall begin using the
adopted grading scale no later than the 2000-2001 school year.

The State Board. of Education adopted a uniform grading policy for South Carolina’s
public schools in December 1999, That policy, which applied to all students who first
enrolled in the ninth grade in the 2000-01 school year, has now been revised. The
particulars of the state’s revised uniform grading policy are set forth in the pages that
follow here. '

The new uniform grading scale and the system for calculating grade point averages
(GPAs) and class rank will be effective for all students in the 2007-08 school year.
Recalculations will be limited to the use of the three-decimal-place conversion factors
specified in the South Carolina uniform grading policy’s grade point conversion chart.
Increased quality points for dual credit courses and full credit for dual credit courses will
not be figured into recalculations.
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Grade Point Conversion Chart

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions

ical

i

1 ‘Grade:
100 A 4,875 5.375
99 A 4,750 5.250
98 A 4.625 5.125
97 A 4.500 5.000
96 A 4.375 4.875
95 A 4.250 4.750
94 A 4.125 4.625
A 4.000 4.500

84

C .

83 c 2.750 3.250 3.750
82 C 2.625 3.125 3.625
81 Cc 2.500 3.000 3.500
80 C 2.375 2.875 3.375
79 C 2.250 2.750 3.250
78 C 2.125 2.625 3.125
77 . C 2.000

69 F .
68 F 0.875 1.376 1.875
67 F 0.750 1.250 1.750
66 -F. 0.625 1.125 1.625
65 F 0.500 1.000 1.500
64 F 0.375 0.875 1.375
63 F . 0.250 0.750 1.250
62 F 0.125 0.625 1.125
0-61 F 0.000 0.000 0.000
61 FA 0.000 0.000 0.000
61 WF 0.000 0.000 0.000
— WP 0.000 0.000 0.000
55-03-2
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Courses Carrying Carnegie Units

The uniform grading scale and the system for calculating GPAs and class rank will
apply to all courses carrying Carnegie umts including units earned at the middle or
junior high school level.

All report cards and transcripts will use numerical grades for courses carrying Carnegie
units. Transcripts and report cards will specify the course title and the level or type of
course the student has taken (e.g., English 1, Algebra 2 honors, AP U.S. History). The
grading scale must be printed on the report card.

Honors Courses

Honors courses, which extend and deepen the opportunities provided by courses at the
high school level, are designed for students exhibiting superior abilities in the particular
content area. The honors curriculum places emphasis on critical and analytical thinking,
rational decision making, and inductive and deductive reasoning.

Séhool districts may designate honors courses and give the assigned weighting under
the following conditions:

A. An honors course must have a published syllabus that verifies rigor sufficiently
beyond the College Preparatory (CP) requirements.

B. Textbooks and other course materials must be differentiated and more rigorous than
those used in CP courses.

C. Honors courses may be offered in English, mathematics, science, and social
studies. Honors weighting may be designated in other content areas for the third and
fourth level of the courses, provided that the two above standards are met. Honors
weighting may not be des;gnated in any physical education courses.

One half of a quality point (.5) is added to the' CP weighting for honors courses that
meet the three criteria listed above. These criteria apply to all courses, including those
offered online and in other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript
from an out-state-school that is accredited under the regulations of the board of
education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools,
or the Northwest Association of Colleges and School (as specified in State Board
Regulation 43-273, Transfers and Withdrawalis).

Dual Credit Courses

_ Dual credit courses—whether they are taken at the school where the student is enrolled
or at a postsecondary institution—are those courses for which the student has been
granted permission by his or her home school to earn both Carnegie units and college
credit for those particular courses. '

- 55-03-3
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One quality point is added to the CP weighting for dual credit courses that are
applicable to baccalaureate degrees or to associate degrees offered by accredited

institutions (see State Board of Education Regulation 43-234, Defined Program Grades -

9-12, and Regulation 43-259, Graduation Requirements).

College orientation courses offered by postsecondary institutions carry CP weighting
and do not receive honors or dual credit quallty points.

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Courses

The following criteria apply to the College Board's Advanced Placement (AP) courses
and to International Baccalaureate (IB) courses—including those offered online and in
other nontraditional settings and those recorded on a transcript from an out-state-school
that is accredited under the regulations of the board of education of that state or the
appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest
Association of Colleges and School (as specnﬁed in State Board Regulation 43-273,
Transfers and Withdrawals).

* Only AP or IB courses can be awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting.
Seminar or support courses for AP or IB may be weighted as honors but not as AP
or IB courses.

* An AP course can carry only one quality point.

e A standard-level (SL) IB course can camy only one quality point. However, two
quality points of IB credit can be granted for higher-level (HL) courses in the IB
program that require a minimum of 240 hours of instruction.

End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) Courses and the Credit Recovery
Option .

Students who are enrolled in courses requiring state end-of-course examinations must
take the examinations and fulfill all requirements outlined in Regulation 43-262.4.
Students will be allowed to take the examination only once, at the end of the regular
course duration and not at the end of an extended period granted through the credit
recovery option. Students who repeat the course must be treated as though they are
taking the course for the first time, and all requirements will apply.
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Computing Grade Point Averages

GPAs already earned by students will be recalculated on the basis of the revised

policy’s three-decimal-point scale.

All South Carolina.public schools will use the following formula to compute all GPAs:

GPA = sum (quality points'x units)

Course Numerical
-Taken Average

English 1

Algebra 1

Physical Science

World Geography, Honors
Physical Education
French 1

Quality Points

3.750 «x

3250 x

4125 x

3.250 x

3.875 x

- 2875 x

sum of units attempted -

sum of quality points x tinits

sum of units attempted

STUDENT EXAMPLE
Quality

Points Unit

91 3750 1

87 3.250 1

94 4.125 1

83 3.250 1

92 3.875 5

84 2.875 1
COMPUTATION
Units

1.0 3.750

1.0 3.250

10 = 4125 °

1.0 = 3.250

5 1.9375
10 = 2.875
5.5 19.1875 < sum of quality points x units

divided by sum of units attempted > -

19.1875 + 5.5 = 3.488636 -> student’'s GPA

Computations will not be rounded to a higher number.

The establishment of criteria for determining honors graduates, including the
valedictorian or salutatorian, is a local decision. Local boards may establish earlier
cutoffs (e.g., the seventh semester of high school, the third nine weeks of the senior
year) when ranking students for any local purpose. However, class rank for LIFE
Scholarships is determined at the conclusion of the spring semester of the senior year.
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Converting Grades on Transcripts

When transcripts are received from accredited out-of-state schools (or in state from
accredited sources other than the public schools) and numerical averages are provided,
those averages must be used in transferring the grades to the student’s record. If letter
grades with no numerical averages are provided, this conversion will apply: A =96, B =
88, C = 80, D = 73, F = 61. If the transcript indicates that the student has earned a
passing grade in any course in which he or she had a numerical average lower than 70,
that average will be converted to a 73 numerical grade on the new scale. See State
Board of Education Regulation 43-273 for complete information on transfers and
withdrawals. The criteria- for accepting transcripts from homeschools are a local
decision.

If the transcript shows that the student has earned a grade of P (passing), that grade
will be converted to a numerical designation on the basis of information secured from
. the sending institution as to the appropriate numerical value of the P. If no numerical
average can be obtained from the sending institution, the student's cumulative transfer
GPA will be calculated and the corresponding number equivalent will be assigned to
replace the P. (For example, if a student transfers with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 on the
CP scale, the grade of P would be converted to an 89. A grade of P, in other words, will
neither positively nor negatively impact the student’s transfer GPA.)
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Withdrawing from a Course

With the first day of enrollment in the course as the baseline, students who withdraw
from a course within three days in a 45-day course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten
days in a 180-day course will do so without penalty. -

Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of three days in a 45-day
course, five days in a 90-day course, or ten days in a 180-day course shall be assigned
a WF, and the F (as a 61) will be calculated in the student’s overall grade point average.

The three-, five-, and ten-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty
do not apply to course or course-level changes approved by the administration of a
schocl. Withdrawal limitations for distance learning courses will be established by local
districts. )

Students who drop out of schoo! or are expelled after the allowed p‘eriod for withdrawal
but before the end of the grading period will be assigned grades in accordance with the
following polices:

+ The student will receive a WP if he or she was passing the course. The grade of WP
will carry no Carnegie units and no quality points to be factored into the student's
GPA. '

e The student will receive a WF if he or she was failing the course. The grade of WF
will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student's GPA as a 61.

If a student fails a course due to excessive absences, an FA will be recorded on his or
her transcript. The grade of FA will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the
student’s GPA as a 61. ‘
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Retaking a Course

Students in grades nine through twelve may retake a course at the same level of
difficulty if they have eamed a D or an F in that course. The student's record will reflect
all courses he or she has taken and the grades he or she has earned.

The student may retake the course either during the current school year or during the
next school year but no later than that second year. In addition, the student must retake
the course before he or she has enrolled in the next sequential course (unless the
student is granted approval by school administration to do so).

A student who has taken a course for a Carnegie unit prior to his or her ninth-grade year
may retake that course regardiess of the grade he or she has earned. In such a case,
only the retake grade will be used in figuring the student's GPA, and only the retake
attempt will show on the franscript. This rule will apply whether the retake grade is
higher or lower than the grade the student previously earned.
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Brooks, Carlos

From; - Susan SN

Sent: Thursday, Octaber 04, 2012 8:45 AM : : .
To: Brooks, Carlos; Berman, Leigh; Henderson, Dyamond S
Subject; Grading Policy for Riverside Military Academy

Mr Brooks, Ms. Berman and Ms. Henderson,

.1 just go off the phone with a delightful guidance counselor at Riverside Military Acadermy in Gainesville, GA, Corwynn
Sylvetser.

She confirmed a grading policy that C_»‘_ who transferred to Southside as a Junior, has mentioned to our son.

Currently all AP and Honors coursé grades at Riverside Military are given a 5 point bump - so if a student makes a 93 at
the end of the grading period their grade is bumped to a 98, :

In the year 20102011 (for that year only) all honors courses received s 5 point bump and all AP cburses received a 10 -
point bump. :

Ms. Sylvester says that on the right hand side of the transcript from Riverside Military it should list the 5 and 10 point
"bumps”

This is their way of weighting advanced courses.

So, when SNENE-ansferred into Southside, his already weighted courses got another "weighting” since we welght ours
a different way.

| do not belleve that 4SS GPA is accurately reflected because It seems he has been double-bumped.

Qur son, AR has NO IDEA we are looking into this grading issue and would be horrified to find out. We do not want
him involved in this discussion in any way and we would prefer that we remain anonymous as well. Please keep this
communication in utmost confldentiality,

& -l [ would like to know what can be done to “level the playing field."

Thanks you!

Pusan ey
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Brooks, Carlos

From: Braoks, Carlog’

Sent; Thursday, October 04; 2012 3:40 P

Ta: Was’hihgtonl Deg Dee

Cc; Rhodes, Roh:

Subject: FW: Grading Policy for Riversige Military Academy,

Or. Washingten,

Please read the-email below, We have contdcted Rob Rhodes, byt he is in‘Colurmbig “today and tomorrow, ‘Althaugh

ve hove reservations os +o thie methods the pargnt used, we cre stif| following tp on her concerns, Oy questions,

are: '

Ifa transcript isrgcg_ivgd,_we, can only input the data as.it appears on the transcript? .

* If thegrade was'inflated-a¥ the PFrevious schoal, we: cannat make changes o verify the authenticity of the
scores (other Thon-con'mc’r:'ng the school to meke sure the transcript is-aceurate)?

Respecffu”y,

Carlos Brogks g;@

Principal, .
Southside High School

An Internctional BOcccloqreaTexHiQh ‘Schoo]

Celebrating diversity. United in Learning.

Importan: Cbuli:/cuul'z//ky Notiee: 7 2115, cinaf m, Y COL conhielenyy) information whICh miay De Jegally privilesed »
Lorrrativn asteisded solely for the ape e naumed.engiies. i you are uo/'z/‘;c mended LEApIent, you are hereby nouficed Uit

on of s émyisl o the tnking of Ayacton iy reliee on e infirmation cousaed i

s ernagl s sty profubited, Lvou have reeerived s e i error, please J'mmcdlbleﬁ' defete the message and noulis us,

From; Susan S-N

Sent: Thursday, October 04,2012 8:45 AM

To: Brooks, Carlos; 'Berman;:Leigh; Henderson, Dya_mond;q
Subject: Grading Palicy for Riverside Military Academy '

Mr Brooks, Ms. Berman and'Ms, Henderson,

| just go off the phorie with a delightfu) guidance counselor at Riverside Military Academy in Gainesville, GA, Corwynn
Sylvetser. .

She confirmed a grading policy that (_ P. who transferreg to.Southside as 3 Juniar, has mentioned 1o our son,

the end of the grading psriod their grade is bumped to'a g5

-Currently aif AP ang Honors course grages at Riversidve(Mi'mary are given a 5 point bUMp - 50 if a studen: makes a 93 at

In the year 201072011 (for that year only) all harors Courses received g 5 point bump and all AP courses received a 10
paint bump.

Ms. Sylvester says thaton the right hand side of the transcript from Riverside Military it shoulg listthe 5.and 10 point
"bumps '

PLAINTIFF'S :
'EX(P}IBIT; | A_
_ 4 | | 000112




This-is their way of weighting &dvancag colrsesy,

Se, when&tran_sferred Into So’uthside, H_ijs:already‘we‘ightéd‘coursas got another "Weighting” since we weight ours
a different way. :

I do not believe that My s G2 is accurately reflecteq because it seems:he has baen doubie-bumped,

Our son;- has NO IDEA we are looking into this §racing issiie and.woulg be horrified to fing out. We do not want

him involved i this discussion in any way-and we'vould prefer that wa T€main anonymouys as-well. Please keep this
communication i utmost confidentiality.

S - I'would like to.fknow what can be done to "level the playing field "

Thanks you!

Susan Sk
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Rhodes, Rob

From: Henderson, Dyamond -

Sent: Thursday, October 04,2012 11:33 AM
Ta: ) Rhodes, Rob’
Subject: ' FW: Grading Policy for Riverside Milltary Academy

Hey Rob! Please see the below e-mail from one of our parents (regarding another student),

A student transferred from another school and this parent is upset because the school he transferred
from welghts honors and AP courses and doesn't feel this is fair, explained to our IB Coordinator
that we can’t alter transcripts, we only enter what we receive, | called Dr, Childs to see how they
would handle this and he agreed. He also stated that other students information is confidential and
shouldn't be discussed with other parents, -

Mr. Brooks asked that | e-mail You to verify what the district poﬁcyv is before he ré5ponds to the
parent. ' , : ' :

Thanks,

Dyamond Henderson, M.Ed.

School Counselor-Sth-11th (L-2)
southside High School _
6630 Frontage @ White Horse Road
Greenville, 5C 29605 .

* dyhender@greenville.k12.sc.us
Phone: B64-355-8702

E-Fax: 864-355-9791,

We must not, in trying to think about fovw we can make a big difference, ignore the small daify dif‘erencu we can make which,
over tims, add up to big differences thiat we often canmot foresee. "
~Marian Wright Edsfonan

Important Confiden tiallty Notice: This email ma Y contain confidential information which ha v be legally
Privileged information intended solely for the above named entitfes, If you are not the intended reciplent, you .

Frofn: Susan S [mailto:
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2012 8:45 A

Tot Brooks, Carlos; Berman, Leigh; Henderscn, Dyamond; '
Subject: Grading Policy for Riverside Military Academy

Mr Brooks, Ms. Berman and Ms. Henderson,

| Just go off the phone with a delightful guidance counselor at Riverside Military Academy in Gainesville, GA, Corwynn
Sylvetser. : : : _

She confirmed a grading policy that Sy PEI who transferred to Southside as a Junlor, has mentioned to our son,
: 1
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Brooks, Carlos

From: : Brooks, Carlos

Sent: ° Friday, October 05, 2012 8:05 AM

To: Susan S NEXUS Center WD)

Ce: Barman, Leigh; Henderson, Dyamand

Subject: re: Transcripts

Ms. S,

District policy prevents us from discussing the confidential information of other students with you, but our '

guidance department has followed the uniform grading policy as outlined by the State Department of Education and
the District. When a transcript is received, we can only input the data as it appears on the transcript. If we have
questions regarding a transcript, our anly recourse is to contact the school thot student transferred from to
verify the authenticity of the scores reported on the transcript,

L hope this information is helpful.

Respectfully,

L%
Carlos Brooks %
Principal, '
Southside High School
An International Baccalaureate High School
Celebrating diversity. United in Learning.

Important Conlidemibiny Notiee: This e IV coranss condidential informnation whicl 1y e legally privifeged
adonnation imtemded solely for the above named cotin 5. M yon are not the intended reepien, yow are hereby: notified tht
any disclasure, copyig or distrrbution of this conal or die takiriyy of any iction i reline: on the imformnation comled i
this emadl Js stricty probubried, 1t you feve received Hils eaail in oreor, Please immeddiately delere the message and notily us.
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Rhodes, Rob

From: Henderson, Dyamond

Sent: . Friday, November 08, 2012 10:10 AM

To: Rhodes, Rob

Cec: Brooks, Carlos

Subject: FW: Voice Mail from 7705326251 (39 seconds)
Attachments: 7705326251 (39 seconds) Voice Mail.mp3

This is the response from Riverside Military Academy. How would like for me to proceed?

Dyamond Henderson, M.Ed.

School Counselor-Sth-11th {L-2)
Southside High School

6630 Frontage @ White Horse Road
Greenville, SC 29605 -
dyhender@greenville.k12.sc.us
Phone: 864-355-8722

E-Fax: 864-355-9791

We must not, in trying to think about Fowwe can make a big difference, ignore the small’ daily differences we can make which,
over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot - foresee,”
-Matian Wright Edefman

Important Confidentiality Notice: This email ma y contain confidential information which may be legally
privileged information intended solely for the above named entities. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution of this email or the taking of any action in
reliance on the information contained in this email is strictly prohibited. . If you have received this email in error,
Please immediately delete the message and notify us. :

From: Microsoft Outlook On Behalf Of 7705326251
Sent: Thursday, November 08, 2012 4:31 PM

To: Henderson, Dyamond

Subject: Voice Mail from 7705326251 (39 seconds)

Voice Mail Preview:

Henderson this is pat when you're riverside I spoke to you on Dr. Robinson who is our calf academic being and he is not
comfortable changing our transcripts and I'm sorry delius.

-__zis it is a great student and well - wish we could do something to assist you but — you know we just raised a
lot of other issues of us -~ changing our transcripts and then somebody else tracking five other points and so I'm gonna
have to say no but.

Thank you and I'm sorry bye bye.

Created by Microsoft Speech Technology. Learn More...

You received a voice mail from 7705326251 ;
Caller-Id: 7705326251
1
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Brooks, Carlos

From: . Henderson, Dyamond

Sent:- Tuesday, November 27, 2012 2:03 PM
To: . Brooks, Carlos

Subject: Riverside Military Academy

Mr. Brooks,

I received the grades that Rob Rhodes asked that | request from Riverside Military. Now that we have
the grades | am not sure of how to proceed. As | explained | am very uncomfortable with this
situation. This is a sensitive issue and | am certain —s parents will have questions regarding this
situation. | would like to speak to you when you are available for instructions on how to proceed. If .
at all possible | would like your intervention because this Issue has gone above my head. I don’t have -
the authority nor am | comfortable changing a schools final grades regardtess of their policy.

Thanks in advance for your help!

We must not, in trying to think about fiow we can makg a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can makg which,.
over time, add up to big differences that we often canrot foresee,” : '

Siacnond

important Confidentiality Notice: This emaif may contain confidential information which may be legally
privileged information intended sofely for the above named entities. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notiffed that any disclosure, copying or distribution of this ernail or the taking of any action in~

reliance on the information contained in this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error,
please immedistely delete the message and notify us. ' .
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Brooks, Carlos

From: Henderson, Dyamond
" Sent; ‘ Thursday, November 29, 2012 1:32 pM
To: Brooks, Carlos
Subject: . FW: Scan from MFP
Attachments: 5C Uniform Grading Policy.pdf
Mr. Brooks,

L would like to note my concern as I foresee this as a future issue.

'The voice mail I received and forwarded stated that the school was not comfortable changing grades on their
Transcript. I was then instructed to ask them to send grades without changing their transcript. As you are aware
the SC Uniform Grading Policy states when receiving grades from an out of district school and numerical grades
are provided, those averages must be used in transferring the grades to the student record (attached). Of course
I will do as I have been directed, however I would like to get clarification on the recommendation, I know this is an
unusual situation, but this contradicts everything I've been taught and would like $o be clear of the request before
I made the change, ' ' '

Also, is there a plan in place for dealing with the student this affects? He has already been given a copy of his
transcript and I anticipate his parents questioning the change. Who will notify the student and hig parents?

I've contacted Riverside Military Academy again because the grades sent does not include 8th grade year.
Thanks for your help and clarification,

Dyamond Henderseon, M.Ed.

School Counselor-9th-11th L-z)
Seuthside High School

6630 Frontage @ White Horse Road
Greenville, SC 29605
dyhender@greenville k12 sc.us
Phone: 864-355-8722

€-Fax: B64-355-9791

We must not, in trying to think about how we can make a big difference, ighore the smail daily differences we can
make which, over time, add up to big differences that we often cannot foresee
~Marian Wright Edelman

Important Confidentiality Notice: This email may contain confidential information which may be legally privileged
information intended solely for the above named entities, If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution of this email or the taking of any action in reliance on the
information contained in this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please
immediately delete the message and notify us,

000117



Brooks, Carlos

From: Henderson, Dyamond

Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 1:24 PM
To: ’ Brooks, Carlos

Subject: RE: Scan from MFp

Mr. Brooks,

When we spoke yesterday you instructed that | enter the grades and notity the parents. | just wanied
te provide you with an update. | sent an e-mail on 11/29 1o Riverside Military Acaderny requesting
gracles from 8™ grade. | have not contaded.’s parents vet because | don't have his cemplete
record, If you would like for me to contact them to make them aware now, just let me know.

Thanks.

We must not, in trying to think about fiow we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences swe can make which,
over time, add up to big differences that e ofien cammot foresee, "

Do sdan Gl Lefefmag

important Confidentiality Notice: This email may contain configeniial informat

‘ ion vwihich may be legaity
privileged information intended sofel v for the above named entitivs. If you are not the intended recipient, you

are hereby notified that sny disclosure, copying or distribution of this email or the taking of any action In
rellance on the information contained in thic email is strictly prohibited, If you have received this emall in error,
Please immediately delete the message and notily us,

From: Brooks, Carlos

Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 2:42 PM
To: Henderson, Dyamond

Subject: FW: Scan from MEP

FYL

Respeéffully,

Carlos Brooks %@
Principal,

Southside High School
An International Baccalaureate High School
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Brooks, Carlos

Fror: : Henderson, Dyarmond

Sent: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 2:03 PM
To: _ © Brooks, Carlos

Subject: .

Mr, Brooks, -

I spoke with \UIED PRl mother today and she would like to meet with us tomorrow. She is not
pleased with the decision to change his grades.

We must not, 1 trytng to think about how we can make a big difference, ignore the small daily differences we can make w/iuﬁ
over time, add up to big tﬁffercnce: that we often canmot foreste.”

;;:,A:“i 11!

. Important Confidentiality Notice: This email may contain confidential information which may be legally
privileged information intended solely for the above named entities. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying or distribution of this email or the taking of any action in
reliance on the information contained in this email is strictly prohibited. If you have recelved this emmail in error,
please immediately delete the message and notify us.  *
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'RECEWVED
FEB 17 2073
lanuary 30, 2013 . COMMURICATION®

Communications Department

The School District of Greenville County
P.O. Box 284

Greenville, SC 29602

Subject: L. (IR g 11" grade Southside High School — Grade conversion, transcripts, SC Uniform
Grading and Conversion Policy, grade changes, class ranking, GPA canversion, and initial Inquiry.

To whom it may concern,

Pursuant to South Carolina Freedom of Information Act, §30-4-10 et seq., | am requesting an .
opportunity to inspect or obtain copies of any and all public records, including but not limited to: emalls, '

notes, minutes, letters, - transcripts, grade conversion documents, etc. applicable to L. -P-
anid/or his transfer from the Riverside Military Academy. . :

Please include any and all correspondence by and batween the School District of Greenville
County (“District”), Riversida Military Academy, Southside High School, the S.C. State Department of
Education and any other persons or entities with regard to L.— P.’ transfer, grades,

involving Doug Webb, Mr. Brooks and Dyamond Henderson on or around 1/29/13 'with relation to the
above referenced matters. ‘

This request is not meant to be exclusive of any other records which, though not specifically requestéd,
would have a reasonable relationship to the subject matter of this request.

In the event that access to any of the requested records is denied, piease note that the FOIA provides
that if only portions of a requested file are exempted from release, the remainder must still be released.
1therefore request that | be provided with all non-exempt portions which are reasonably severable. |
further request that you describe the deleted material in detail and specify the statutory basis for the
denial as well as your reasons for belleving that the alleged statutory justification applies in this
Instance. Please separately state your reasons for not invoking your discretionary powers to release the
requested documents in the public interest. Such statements will be helpful in deciding whether to
appeal an adverse deténninatipn, and in formulating arguments in case an appeal is undertaken, The
District’s written justification might also help to avoid unnecessary litigation. | of course reserve my right
ta appeal the withholding or deletion of any infarmation and expect that you will list the office and
address were such an appeal can be sent.

If thére are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me if the cast will exceed
$150. This Information is'not being sought for commercial purposes.
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The South Ca rolir]a-i"reedom of Information Act re
access to the records | am requesting will take lon
information about when | might expect copies or

lquires a response time within 15 business days. if
ger than this amount of time, please contact me with
the ability to inspect the requested records. -

lfyou deny any or all of this request, please cite each specific exemption you fee| justifies the refusal to
release the information and notify me of the appeal procedures available to me under the law.

Thank you for considering my request.

000121



Southside High School

Awn International Baccalaureate High School

&630 Frontage @ whike Horse RA--Greenville, S¢ %9&555“‘ Eé#ﬂ-égs-'i??b’ou
Celebrating Diversity. united in Learning. " FOx 864-355-8798

February 6. 2013

MM
]
L

M/M. 1.,

Thank you for taking the lime to meet with me and Ms. Henderson on Monday, January 28,
2013. This letter will serve as a summary of our meeting. During our meeting you all expressed
concerns regarding—’s transcript that was received from Riverside Military Academy. Per
Riverside Military’s grading policy, extra credit is awarded in the school's system to reflect
AP/Honor weighting. In performing the necessary due diligence on the part of Southside High
School, W s authentic grades earned from Riverside Military Academy (minus points
added due to weighting) have been entered into PowerSchool. The changes will be reflected in
W s ronscript effective as of Friday, February 8, 2013. The authentic grades received from
Riverside Military that have been entered-in PowerSchool will be weighted based on the SC
Uniform Grading Policy.

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.

Respectfully, <
Ce=mot”
Carlos Brouk

Principal
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StudentName : State of South Carolina

. Ljan—— Standard High School Transcript zzﬁf,:’s’i::’;};’;:‘;c’;:;
Student ID Tﬁ"’“" ﬁ"“""’ Graduation Date: 6630 Frontage Road
Greenvilie, SC 29805
State 1D Date of Birth Ethnic Code '
A SBK _ ERH w Class Of 2014 Tel: a.smss-amo Fax: 864-355-8798
Parent Guardian . : District Name/Address
Fi. Nelle S & F-. LeeC . Diploma Type: State of SC Diploma Greenville County Schools
301 E. Campardown Way
Greenville, SC 29601
L ] Tel: (864)355-3100 Fox:(864)355-1088

Crs ID Course Tlle Term Grd Mark  Credit Crs |D Course Tilie Term  Grd Mark  Credit

09-10 Beck A;:ademy

301135HW Eng 1H:Genre Analysls | YR 8 g5 0.50
365107CW Spanish 1 CP YR 8 95 0.50
411103HW Algebra 1 H YR 8 85 0.50
09-10 Riverside Mlllta'?( Academy .
301135hw Eng 1H:Genre Analysis | YR 8 96 0.50
350112ch Art 1 YR 8 88 0.50
365107cw Spanish 1 CP YR B 100 0.50
411103hw Algebra 1 H YR - 8 93 0.50
510002CH Keyboarding YR 8 98 0.50
10-11 Riversida Military Academy
Spanish 2 H YR 9 98 0.50
Spanish 2H YR 9 97 0.50
301435HW Eng 4H:World Lit Analysis YR 9 a7 0.50
YR 9 96 0.50
322103hw Biology 1 H YR S 94 0.50
. YR 9 91 0.50
337705aw AP World History YR g 93 0.50
YR 9 95 0.50
379330cw JROTC Raider Challengg YR 9 98 0.50
1 YR 9 98 0.50
411203HW Algebra 2 H YR S 97 0.50
YR 9 98 0.50
11-12 Rlverside Military Academy ‘Wark in Progress
307105aw AP Eng Lang/Comp YR 10 95 0.50 1213 Southside High School
VR 1o e 050 417205AW AP Calculus BC
323103hw  Chemistry 1 H YR 10 100 1.00 4TTM05AW AP Computer Science
332003hw S History H YR 10 95 050 307005AW AP Eng LitComp
YR 10 97 050 327505AW AP Physics C Mech
365303hw Spanish 3 H YR 10 100 050 437105AW AP Psychology
, YR 10 89 050 335004HH  Economics H
379942cw JROTC Raider Challengg¢ YR~ 10 100 0.50 08660700 HSHomeroomGr11
2 YR 10 e 050 3BSAT7IW 1B Spanish 1 SL
413103HW  Pre-Caleulus H YR 10 100 0.50 338GOBIH 1B Theory of Knowl 1
YR 10 %8 050 333014HH  US Govemment H
500802CH ComputerApps1 YR 10 100 0.5
12-13 Southside High School
333014HH US Govermnment H S1 11 99 0.50
338G08IH - 1B Theary of Know! 1 S1 11 97 0.50
' Mid Year GPA
GPA Summary 5.048
Class Rank & out of 182
Date Caiculated February 8, 2013
Credit Summary
Total Credit Attempted: 17.50
Total Credits Earned: 17.50
To dotarmine the coursa acadomic level
refor to lhe saventh character ln aach
course ID,” .
. Official Signature Date:
I graduation data s 2 future date, Carlos Brooks, Principal or Deslgnea

cumanl year roflacts Work in P rogress.

An officlal signature and/or seat Is requirad for manually created transeripts.
Information about the South Carolina Unifarm Grading Policy can be found at;
hitp:ifed.sc.govitoplesicurricul Isc_ugp.htm|
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" @ 'The School Distict of Greemville County

- R. Douglas Webb
General Counsel

\

April 24,2013 .

YI1A US MAIL & EMAIL

Carl F. Muller, Esquire
607 Pendleton Street- - -
Suite 201

Greenville, SC 29601

RE: L NN
Dear Carl:

I enjoyed sitting down with you on Monday to- discuss your clients’ concems
regarding their son’s transcript. The District has thoroughly considered the concerns you
shared with me as well as the support you provided for the belief that the transcript
received by the District should contain both an inflated numerical grade and an increase
in GPA allocation based upon the courses taken by Mr. P. After considering all
relevant considerations and sources of support for these considerations, the District has
decided to uphold the decision to treat Mr. Fijjji|§ in the same manner as any similarly
situated student enrolled in the District.

By the way of background, it was brought to the District’s attention that Mr.

P- received a “bump” in his numerical grades while attending Riverside Military
Academy. This school-specific increase in his numerical grades was due to him taking-
advanced placement courses and honors classes while attending Riverside Military
Academy. Once notified of this bump in his numerical grades, the District reviewed the
student’s transcript and contacted Riverside Military Academy to receive his original
numnerical grades absent any bump. The District then transferred these original numerical
grades over to his official transcript with the District. The student was then provided the
same GPA bump given to other students in the District who take advanced courses.

The District’s decision is supported by both' equity and law. First, the District
believes that the most just and equitable resolution to this situation is by treating Mr.
PElin the same manner as any other student in the District, including those students
who have transferred into this school district. The District has no knowledge of any
student -who has ever received two bumps for taking advanced placement courses.
Treating Mr. PN differently than every other student by giving him both a bump for
his numerical grades as well as a bump for the GPA associated with the advanced
placement courses would not be a fair result. Instead, providing Mr. PigQ with the same

301 Camperdown Way *2O. Box 2848 Greenville, South Carolina 29601-2848
864-355-8866 « FAX B64-355-8864
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increase of weighted GPA as all other students who take advanced placement courses is
the most equitable result.

Second, the law supports the decision reached by the District, South Carolina
Regulation 43-273 states in relevant part that “ymits earnéd by a student in an accredited
high school of this state or in a school of another state which is accredited under the
regulations of the board of education of that sate, or the appropriate regional accrediting
agency, will be accepted under the same value which would apply to students in the
school to which they transferred.” The District has complied with this regulation. The
District believes that a reasonable interpretation of the term “value” means both the

nnmber of units awarded for taking a course as well as the grade provided for that course.
This interpretation is supported by the fact that there is not a distinction contaited in the
regulation between the number of units earned by transfer students and the grades earned
for these wnits. Therefore, the District has awarded Mr. FijjJi the same “value” for his
courses which would pply to students who attend Southside High School.

The District believes that the intent behind the guidance provided by the State

Department of Education in the Uniform Grading Policy, which has also been.

incorporated in the District’s administrative rules, is to treat transfer students in the same
manner as students who attend the District. This belief is supported by the Uniform
Grading Policy referencing Regulation 43-273, which stands for this principle. The
numerical averages actually eamed by Mr. }'-ware'providcd by Riverside Military
Academy and then transferred over to the student’s District transcript in accordance with
both Regulation 43-273 and the Uniform Grading Policy.

The District has transferred the grades in an equitable, objective and reasonable
manner. The District strives to create a Jevel and fair environment as it pertains to
~ student competition, and its actions here have done just that.

I am hopeful that your clients will understand the reasoning behind the District’s

actions. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to discuss this further.

Sincerely,

A

Doug"Webb
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Carl Muller <carl@carimullerlaw.com>

Fwd: Request for Documents
1 messags

Nelle Pillle < > Fri, Sep 27, 2013 at 7:46 PM
To: Carl Muller <carl@carimullerlaw.com>, "Donna P. Holtz" <donna@carimullerlaw.com>
FYt

It sounds to me like Mr. Daniels has proven our point. GENEBER's FERPA rights were violated when the school released
unofficial grades via email to Southside High School.

NellePiillle

Begin forwarded message:

© From: "Daniel; Britt"<bdanigl@riversidemilitary;com> =+ = 7 o7 mem e e e
Date: September 27, 2013 at 6:39:23 PM EDT

To: "tbarlow@childs-halligan net" <tbarlow@chiids-hatligan.net>, "{i GGG

>
Cc: "Loewen, Emily" <ELoewen@riversidemilitary.com>
Subject: Request for Documents

Mr. Barlow and Mrs. Py

In response to your nearly simultaneous requests for documents in this pending litigation, | am attaching
three files:

1. Acopy of the Grading Scale and Explanatory Comments that are displayed on the Riverside
Military Academy Transcript for L. C‘)

2. Acopy of the 2010-2011 edition of the RMA Faculty Handboaok: Policies and Procedures

a. Page 6 indicales that the Syllabus Template contained therein was revised in
March of 2011.

i. This fact is not relevant to the case.

i. It rﬁerely serves to help substantiate that this
otherwise undated copy of the Handbook was in effect for the 2010-2011
school year.

b. The section labeled “GRADING POLICIES" near the bottom of page 13 addresses
Riverside Military Academy’s treatment of grades in Honors and AP classes during the

lNTIFF'S 2010-2011 school year.

EXHlBlT 2 c.  The footer on each page reads “Last edited: 9/19/2013." This text is a regrettable
i - &O function of an auto-iext field built inta the document.
LA
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I'printed the document on 971 972013, 1 did not edit it. | could probably remove the field,
but | thought it best not to alter the file in any way.

3. Acopyofthe RMA FACULTY HANDBOOK 2011-2012 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

a. The first sentence on page 14 addresses Riverside Military Academy’s treatment
of grades in Honors and AP classes during the 2011-2012 school year.

b.  The footer on each page is accurate. | found an old hard copy and did not have to
feprint this document,

While Mr. Barlow requested “weighted and pre-weighted end of semester and end of course grades,” |
am not providing that information here. | believe both parties already have that information as it is
routine for schools to require transcripts from previcus schools. | also believe that FERPA prevents me
from disclosing actual grades. weighted or un-weighted, to Mr. Barlow without 3 “judicial order or
lavfully issued subpoena.” If both parties have a copy of the transcript, and I believe they do, the
Grading Scale ang Explanatory Comments on the transcript indicate which courses received an
additional 5 or 10 points,

For what it is worth, Mr. PSS transcript.from Riverside-Military Academy-is transparent ard T

" seemingly not at issue in this case. While I am happy to answer whatever guestions I can about

our transcript, I am wholly unqualified to speak to Greenvijle County’s own rules or policies or the
application of those ruies or policies as they relate tg the interpretation of our transcript,

If I may be of further assistance to either party, piease let me know.

Very respectfully,

Britt Daniel. I.D.

Academic Dean

Riverside Military Academy
678.696.2083 (Office)
678.291.3377 (Fax)

bdanjel@rivcrsidemilitar_\'.com

Watch our Academy video.

RMA Virtual Tour.
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Mactun gl vlefman

important Canlidentiality Notice: Thic amait may contaln confidential information wihich may bhe levally
peivileged information mtended solely for the sbove named erditics. I you are nof the niehideef reciiant, vo
are hereby notiiied that any disclosire, copying or distribution of this email or the taking o any action in
refiance on the information contained in thiy emaif jc Metetly prohibited, If you pave received this emall in e,
please immediately defete 1he mersage and nofify us,

From: Ware, Pat [mall 0P Ware@riversidemiliary,cony)
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 1:42 pM '
To: Hendersan, Dyamend

Subject: RE: -

Hi. Here are his grades before any poinis were added,

First Semester Second Semester
US Hislory 95 §97.4

Spanish i1t H 99 99.6

Math Ul Acc 98.2 99.6

AP Language 93.4 95

Chem H 100 100

Comp Scl {1 100

Milifary Science 99.6 99

Hope this helps resolve things!
‘Good luck and you are most welcome.,

Pat

From: Henderson, Dyamond [ma[IL’QQI]gan_r@g[eenville k12.5c.us] , '
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 9:53 AM . :
To: Ware, Pat :

subject: (D ~HED

Good Mornlng Mrs, Ware! | appreciate your help with our request regardlng—P.. I left
You & message an Friday and just wanted to follow up. Is it possible to provide authentic gracies ihat
he earned prior 1o their welghling factor was added? .

Again | greatly appreciate your assistance,
Oyarnond Henderson

Byamond Henclorsen, M.,

School Counselor-3th-111, (L-7)
Sauthside High Sclivnl

6630 Frontage @ White Horse Ruind
Creenvilie, 5C 29605
gybender@szreenvme.kl2,55434
Phone: 864-255-9700

[-Fox: 864-255 70
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Henderson, Dyamond

From; Ware, Paf <PWare@riversidemilitary.coni»
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1.04 PM
To: Hendersan, Dyamond

Subject: Fv: D ~ Bl - Correciion

Hi. Spanish Il H was corrected to | H,

"Thanks,

From: Ware, Pat

Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 1:01 PM
To: 'Henderson, Dyamond’

Subject: RE:

H

Hi. Here are his final grades for the ninth grade before points were added, ' _
. _ 1

First Semester Second Semester =

Spapish 1K 97.6 97.4 ’ :

Bio H 91 93.8 :

AP W. His. 93.4 94.5

Math il Ace 97 95.8

Multi LitH 96.8 956

Military Sci | 98.4 . 98.5

Thank you, ;

Pat :

From: Henderson, Dyamond [mi&o;dxh.endeg@gcegoyil,lgm;_s.g‘usl
Sent: Monday, November 12, 2012 1:48 PM
To: Ware, Pat

Subject: RE: - P-
It does help! Thanks, Are grades available from previous years?

Dyamond Merwleeson, i,

Schaol Counselor-9ih 1ih {1,
Southside High Schow)

6630 Fronlige 42 White Horse Road
Greanville, ST 295015
dyhende;r@Er'eenvilJe.klz,gg,.y_s,
Phone: §64-355-87250

E-Fax; B64-355-979)

e amust oty i drying Lo 15iufl about fowre can maky a Gig diffevence, gnone the smaff duify differcuces «we can mwak which,
over time, adil up to by davffecenees thar e ofien cannol foresee,

{
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NUMERICAL AVERAGE GRADES FROM RIVERSIDE MILITARY
FOR HONORS/AP CLASSES BEFORE EXTRA POINTS ADDED

2011-2012

AP Language 93.4 95

Chem H 100 100

2010-2011

Mutticultural Lit H 96.8 95.6
AP World History 93.4 : 94.5
Spanish II H 97.6 97.4
Bio H91 93.8

000130



Title of Regulation: Regufation No.: R 43-273
TRANSFERS AND WITHDRAWALS Effective Date: 12/26/03

Constitutional and Statutory Provisions:

Section(s):
59-19-90(10). General powers and dutles of school trustees.
59-63-30. Qualifications for attendance.
59-63-420. Effect of transfer on enrallment lists.
59-63-470. Transfer of pupils when enrallment of such pupil threatens to disturb
peace. ‘
59-63-480. Attendance in schools in edjacent county.
59-63-490. Trensfer to adjoining school district.
59-63-500. Transfer without consent of school district of residence.
59-63-510. County board of education authorized to order transfer.
59-63-520 Consent required for transfer.
59-63-530, Credit on tuition for taxes paid.
59-65-30. Exceptions [to Compulsory Attendance].
59-65-90. Rules and regulations

Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976,

20 U.8.C. 7165 No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
U.S. Code of Laws i

State Board Regulation:

Transfers and Withdrawals.

Kindergarten; Grades 1-6; 7-8:

Transfer of Students

Each student transferring shall be given a transfer form showing name, date of birth, grade placement, and
attendance record to present fo the principal of the school where he or she is enrolling. Appropriate

additional data shall be furnished by the school on request.

School must transfer a student’s disciplinary record of sdspcnsions and expulsions to the public or private
school to which the student is transferring.

Grades 9-12:
Transfer of Students

1. Accurate accounting records shall be developed and maintained for student transfers and withdrawals.
Comprehensive transcripts shall be submitted directly to the receiving school. A permanent record of the
transferred student shall be retained in the school from which the student is transferred. School must
transfer a student’s disciplinary record of suspensions and expulsions ta the public or private school to
which the student is transferring. '
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2, Units earned by a student in an accredited high school of this state or in a school of anather state which
is accredited under the regulations of the board of education of that state, or the appropriate regional
accrediting agency (New England Association of Colleges and Schools, Middle States Association of
Colleges and Schools, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, North Central Association of
Colleges and Schools, Western Association of Colleges and Schools, and the Northwest Association of
Colleges and Schools), will be accepted under the same value which would apply ta students in the school
to which they transferred.

3. f a student transfers from a school, which Is not accredited, he or she shall be given tests to evalvate
prior academic work and/or be given a tentative assignment in classes for.a probationary period,
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§ 16-13-15. Falsifying or altering transcript or diploma; fraudulent..., SC ST § 16-13-15

Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976 Annotated
Title 16. Crimes and Offenses
Chapter 13. Forgery, Larceny, Embezzlement, False Pretenses and Cheats
Article 1. Miscellaneous Offenses

Code 1976 § 16-13-15

§ 16-13-15. Falsifying or altering transcript or diploma; fraudulent use of falsified or altered transcript or
diploma; penalty.

Correntness

(A) Tt is unlawfut for any person to falsify or alter a transcript, a diploma, or the high school equivalency diploma known as
the GED from any high school, college, university, or technical college of this State, from the South Carolina Department of
Education, or from any other transcript or diploma issuing entity.

(B) 1t is also unlawful for any person to use in this State a falsified or altered transcript, diploma, or high school equivalency
diploma known as the GED from the South Carolina Department of Education, or from any in-state or out-of-state high
school, college, university, or technical school, or from any other transcript or diploma issuing’ entity with the intent to
defraud or mislead another person.

(C) Any person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not
more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

Credits
HISTORY: 1982 Act No. 295; 2002 Act No. 219, § 1, eff April 22, 2002.

COPYRIGHT (C) 2014 BY THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
.Code 1976 § 16-13-15, SC ST § 16-13-15
Current through End of 2013 Reg. Sess.

KEnd of Docement € 2014 Thomson Reuters. No ¢laim to original ULS. Government Works.

Mext @ 2014 Tromsan Reuters. Mo claim 1o original U.S, Covainiment Wk, 1
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§99.30

(¢) The hearing may be cond
any individual, including an official of
the educational agency or institation,
who does not have a direct intevest in
the outcome of the hearing.

(¢) The educational agency or insti-
tution shali give the parent or e¢ligible
student a full and fair opportu ;
present evidence relevant to the issues
raised under §99.21. The parent or eligi-
ble student may, at their own expense.
be assisted or represented by omne. or
more individuals of his or her own
choice, including an attorney.

{e) The educational agency or insti-
tution shall make its decision in writ-
ing within a reasonable period of time

after the hearing.
(Y THE decision must be based solaly

on the evidence presented at the hear-
ing, and must include a summary of
the evidence and the reasons for the de-
ision.

tAuthority: 20 U.5.C. 1232gra 20

Subpart D—May an Educational
Agency or Institution Disclose
Personally identifiable Infor-
mation From Education
_Records?

§99.30 Under what conditions is prior
consent required to disclose infor-
mation?

ta) The parent or eligible student
shall provide a signed and dated writ-
ten consent before an educational
agency or institution discloses person-

" ally identifiable information from the

student's education records, except as
provided in §998.31.

{by The written consent must:

(1) Specify the records that may be
disclosedd;

(27 State the purpose of the discio-
sure; and

(3) Identify the party or c¢lass of par-
ties to whom the disclosure may be
made.

(c) When a disclosure is made under
paragraph (a) of this section:

(1) If a parent or eligible student so
requests, the educational agancy or in-
stitution shall provide him or her with
a copy of the records disclosed, and

(2) If the parest of a student who is
not. an eligible student so requests, the
agency or institution shall provida the

3

34 CFR Subtitle A (7-1-11 Edition)

student with a copy of the records dis-
closed. .

() —Signed and dated written con-
sent”’ under this part may include a
record and signature in electronic form
that—

(1) Identifies and authenticates a par-
ticular person as the source ol the elec-
tronic consent: and

(2) Indicates such person’s approval
of the information contained in the
electronic consens.
cauthority: 20 U.S.C. 1232z . (b¥1) and
(bHZNA)}

(53 FR 11943, Apr. 11, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 3189. Jan. 7. 1993; 69 FR 2167. Apr. 21,
20043

consent not required to disclose in-
formation?

(a} An educational agency or instivu-
tion may disclose personally identifi-
able information from an education
record of a student without the consent
required by §99.30 if the disclosure
meets one or more of the following con-
ditions:

(131} A) The disclesure is to other
school  officials.  including teachers,
within the agency or institution whom
the agency or institution has deter-
mined to have legitimate educational
interests. .

(B) A contractor. consultant., volun-
teer, or other party to whom an agency
or institution has outsourced institu-
tional services or functions may he
considered a school official under this
paragraph provided that the outside
party—

(1) Performs an institutional service
or function for which the agency or in-
stitution would otherwise use employ-

(73 Is under the direct control of the
agency or institution with respect to

" the use and maintenance of education

9

records; and

(33 Is subject to the requirements of
§99.33(a) governing the use and re-
disclosure of personally identifiable in-
formation from education records.

(ii} An educational agency or institu-
tion must use reasonable methods to
ensure that school officials obtain ac-
cess to only those education records in
which they have legitimate edu-
cational Interests. An educational

8

§99:31 " Under-what-conditions-is prigr—-m e



.roll

Office of the Secretary, Educaotion

agency or institution that does not use
physical or technological access con-
trols muss ensure that its administra-
tive policy for controlling access to
education records is effective and that
it remains in compliance with the le-
gitimate educational interest reguire-
ment in paragraph (ax)ixA) of this
section.

{2y The disclosure is. subject to the
requirements of §99.34. to officials of
another school, schoeol system, or insti-
tution of postsecondary educ:
where the student seeks or inter
enroll, or where the student is already
enroiled so lonw as the discl re is for
purposes related to the stuadent's en-
ment.or.transfer

§99.31

(311i) The disciosure is to State and
local officials or authorities to whom
this informadtion is specifically-—

(A) Allowed to be reported or dis-
closed pursuant to State statute adopt-
ed heiore Novembver 19, 1674, if the al-
lowed reporting or disclosure concerns
the juvenile justice system and the sys-
tenl’s ahility to effectively serve the
student whose records are released: or

(B) Allowed to be reported or dis-
closed pursuant to State statute adopt-
ed after November 19, 1574, subject to
the requirements of §99.38.

i1y Paragraph (aj}(5i) of this section
does not prevent a State from further
limiting the number or type of State or
local officials to whom disclosures may

NoTE: Sectien 4155 of the No Child Lelv
Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. 718%(L). requires
each State to assure the Secretary of Edu-
cation that it has a procedure ln place to fa-
cilitate the transfer of disciplinmary records
with respect to a suspeusion or expulsion of
a student by a lecal educational agency to
any private or public elementary or sec-

.ondary school in which the student {5 subse-

guently enrolled or seeks, intends, or is in-
structed to earoll.

(3) The disclosure is. subject to the
reguirements of §99.35. to authorized
representatives of—

i} The Comptroller General of the
TUnited States:

(ii) The Attorney General of the
United States:;

{iii) The Secretary: or

(ivy State and local educational au-
thorities. : ’

(4)i) The disclosure is in conneciion
with financial aid for which the stu-
dent has applied or which the student
has received. if the information is nec-
essary for such purposes as to:

(A} Determine eligibilivy for the aid:

{B) Deternmiine the amount of the ajd:

(C) Determine the conditions for the
aid; or :

(D) Enforce the terms and conditions
of the aid.

iii) As used in paragraph {(a4iti) of
this secticn. financial aid means a pay-
mernt of funds provided to an individoal
tor a payment in kind of tangible or in-
tangible property to the individual)
that is conditioned on the individual's
attendance at an educational agency ov
institution.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1232mbyinDh

be made under that paragraph.

i6;(1) The disclosure is to organiza-
tions conducting studies for, or on be-
ralf of. educational agencies or institu-
tions to: :

{A) Develop, validate, or administer
mredictive tests;

(B) Administer student ald programs;
or '

(C) Improve instruction.

{ii) An educationa! agency or Institu-
tion may disciose information under
paragraph (a)(63ii) of this section only
if— .

{A) The study is conducted in a man-
ner that does not permit personal iden-
tification of parents and studeants by
individuals other than representatives
of the organization that have legiti-
mate interests in the information:

(B} The information is destroyed
when no longar needed for the purpeses
for which the study was conducted; and

(C) The educatidonal agency or insti-
tution enters into a written agreement
with the organization that—

(17 Specifies the purpese. scope, and
duration of the study or studies and
the information to be disclosed:

{2y Requires the crganization to use
personally  identifinble information
from education records only to meet
the purposa or purposes of the study as
stated in the wristen agreement,

(2) Requires the orgaaization to con-
duct the study in a manner that dees
not permit personal identification of
parents and students, as defined in this
pars. by anyone other than representa-
tives of the organization with legiti-
mate interests;

327
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§99.34

§99.31 What conditions ‘apply to dis-
closure of information to other edu-
cational agencies or institutions?

{a) An educational agency or instita-
tion that discloses an educatien record
under §99.31(a %21 shall:

1) Make a reasonable atiempt to no-
tify the parent or eligible student at
the last known address of the parant or
eligible student. unless:

(i) The disclosure is initiased by the
parent or eligible student; or

(i) The annual notification of the
agency or institution under §99.6 in-
cludes g notice that the agency or in-
stitution forwards education records to

other agencies or institutions that
have requested the records and in

Give the parent or eligible sti-
dent, upon reguest, a copy of the record
that was disclosed; and

(3) Give the parent or eligible stu-
dent. upon reguest, an opporwunity for
a hearing under subpart C.

(h) An educavional agency or institu-
tion may disclose an education record
of a student in attendance to another
educational agency or institution if:

(Iy The student is enrolled in or re-
ceives services from the other agency
stitution: and

(2) The disclosure meets the reguire-
ments of paragraph (a} of this section,

tavthority: 20 U.8.0C, 1232¢(bH1nBY

{53 FR 11943, Apr. 11, 1938, as amended at 6!
FR 59267, Nov. 21, 1996)

$99.35 What conditions aptyly to dis-
closure of informaiion for Federal
or State program purposes?

ta) The officials listed in §99.31(a)3)

may have access to education records
in connection with an andit or evalua-
tion of Federal or State supported edu-
cation programs, or for the enforce-
ment of or compliance with Federal
legal requirements which relate 1o
those programs.

(b) Informavion that iz collected
under paragraph (a; of this . section
must:

(1) Be protected in a manner that
does not permit personal identification
of individuals by anvone except the of-
ficials referved to in paragraph i(a) of
this section; and

h-the-student-seeks-or-intends-to— tion—m:

-

34 CFR Subtitie A (7-1-02 Edition)

(2) Be destroyed when no longer need-
ed for the parposes listed in paragraph
(a) of this section.
raph (b) of this section does
not apply if:

1) The parent or eligible student has
given written consent for the disclo-
sure under §99.30; or

(2) The collection of personally iden-
tifiable information is specifically au-
thorized by Federal law. . :

fAuthericy: 20 U.S.C. 1232300330

399.36 What conditions apply to dis-
closure of information in health
and safety emergencies?

(&) An educational agency or institu-

~disclosepersenaily 1deREINis
abie information from an education
record to appropriate parties in con-
nection with an emergency if knowl-
edge of the information is NECessary to
pratect the health or safety of the stu-
dent or other individuals.

(D) Nothing in this Aet or this pPArt
ghall prevent an educational agency or
ipstitution from-—

{1y Including in the education records
of a student appropriate information
concerning disciplinary action taken
against the student for conduct that
posed a significant risk to the safety or
well-being of that student. other stu-
dents, or other members of the schoo!l

sclosing appropriate informa-
ion maintained under paragraph (by1)
of this section to teachers and school
officials within the agency or institu-
tion who the agency or institution has
determined  have legitimate  edu-
cational interests in the behavior of
the student; or

(3) Disclosing appropriate informa-
tion maintained under paragraph (byl)
of this section to teachers and schooj
officials in other schools who have been
determined to have legitimate edu-
cational interests in the behavior of
the student.

(¢) Paragraphs (a) and (h) of this sec-
tion will be strictly construed.

(Autdority: 20 U.8.C. 12325 (b1} and ($:30)

{53 FR 11943, Apr. 11, 1985; 53 FR 19368, May
27, 1888, as ameuded at 61 FR 58297, Nov. 21,
1456)

300
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SHS PTSA

The President's Message o

It seems like it was just yesterday as we celebrated the
graduation of another class of Tigers. As we begin a new
year, we are excited about the plans that are in place for
another banner year.

everychild.onevoice’”

The PTSA has been busy preparing for a new vear and

have developed some new programs to make life at

Southside even better. This year we hope to exceed the over $40,000 we gave to support Southside
organizations and teachers last year. To keep you even better informed, we are creating a e-mail blast
newsletter that will go out every couple of weeks to supplement the news you receive in this newsletter. For
even more immediate news, ]om the newly created Southside High PTSA Facebook page.

In other programs, the school stor_e is planning to offer even more options. The Health and Wellness Fair
promises to be the best ever. We will celebrate at the International Festival and the Miss Southside Pageant,
and we will continue to improve our health at the Tiger Pride 5K Chal!enoe Itis certainly a great time to be
at Southside!

I hope you will think about some ways you can get more involved in life at Southside. We need your time
and energy. There are opportunities to work in the school store, serve on a committee, or work at one of the
many special events and activities. If you would like to become more involved in life at the school, or even if
you would like to talk about your experiences at Southside, please call or ema;] me or volunteer coordmator
Jesse Bowens. We will be happy to get vou linked in.

I am honored (o serve as Southside High's PTSA President for the next two years and would love to hear
from you. Please call or e-mail me if [ can help you in any way.

Russell Sqil§

The Parent Teacher Student Association

Page 2 of 5
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.

Statf Biographies
About Us '

Russell H. ST

Executive Direcior

Russet! is a boomearang. one of those paople who grew up in Greenville, left, and didn't come back after 16 years because he
didrit think Greenville was cool or progressive enough. Howaver, Greenville changed and became a place where Russeil
wanted his family toc grow and transform.

As the founder of Greenville Forward, Russelt is an active public speaker and motivator, telling the story of Greenville's
transformation from the “Textile Capital of the World" as a "militown to a wiltown" with a diversified economy built through
coliaborative relationships, community engagement. and creative parinerships. Since starling Greenville Forward. Russell has
toid this story to over 450 groups and 30,000 people.

Pricr to founding Greenville Forward, Russeil owned ResearchWorks, a strategic marketing research firm that focused on
community development and customer satisfaction research. He has also worked for Mercer Management Consuiling/Temple,
Barker & Sloane, Coca-Cola USA. and Ralph Lauren Home Furnishings.

Russeli has an MBA from Emory University's Goizueta School, and 2 BA in psychology from Washington and Lee University.

Russell has served on the boards of YWarehouse Theatre, St. Francis Hospital Foungation, Metropolitan Arts Council, Greenville
Chamber of Commerce. Cancer Society of Graenville County, Project Host Soup Kitchen, Greenville University Center, Friends
of the Greenvilie Zoo, The United Negro Coliege Fund. and Junior League Advisory Council. He is President-Efect of the
Rotary Club of Greenville, and serves at Chair of the Rotary Metro Club Presidents’ Council.

He has been the volunteer class facilitaior for Leadership Greanville for eight years, was named at 2013's Leadership
Greenville Alumni of the Year. and has been named as one of Greenvilie's Most Influential Pecple by Greenville Business
Magazine three times.

His sons Hagggiiiiiiyand He@WIN atiend Davidson College and the I3 program at Southside High School, respectively. His wife,
Susan, is @ven more awesome.

Reece Lyerly

Program Director and Gardening for Good Director

Reece Lyerly is the Program Director at Greenville Forward. He joined the Greenville Forward staff in 2011 as the inaugural
Gardening for Gaod fellow, which introducad him to the great work being done by the organization and solidified his love for
Greenville. Through programming, Reece works to further the migsion of Greenville Farward by cultivaling dialogue, inspiring
leadership and iracking progress towards Vision 2025 goals.

Cioimimalie frmm Dacmsil A Raars nrv rancirare himeatf o fallmir Crconmsiitlian Ade tn hic racant rocidanmi in tha ~ite aftar fane

i ‘ Page 1 of 2
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Run, Southside, Run!
Tiger Pride 5K Challenge and One Mile Fun Run on March 24

its that time of year again - time o g&t serious about your ftness resolutions for 2012!
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- Have something for the
Note from Carlos Brooks

b
Principal ) newsletter?
.~ - yarse YA
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It's 3 great day to be a Tiger. With exams Be sure to check out the calendar of events . .
. . K . N . tprilédtay eie of Tiger T
completed and a new semester starting, it's coming up. Students will soon be registering G R v
. . SENGEL :

good 1o look back at the positives of the fall for classes tor next year, so please read the ol Witsen
and the opportunities coming up soon. information provided by the Guidance Office "
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We continue 10 celebrate the success of SHS'S

Forensic Team, AFJROTC, and the Orange Finally, everyone begin training for Got Pix?
Express. These students along with our Southside’s own 5K race 1o be held in Apri!

student athletes represent Southside well in It's a great time to be at Southside High

Greenville and in the region. - Scheol, '
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A PTSA with Vision

We Have a Dream for What This Year Can Be

When you think about PTSA, what do you think? Do you

think about selling wrapping paper?

Selling food at the

school store? Selling denuts ar d Chick-fil-A biscuits?
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Principal Brooks wdcomes students back to Soulhslde

Note from Mr. Brooks

Student activities are gearing up with an
exciting schedule of games, parformances,
fundraisers, and social gatherings. Read
through this newsletter 10 note the dates of
avents your family will want to support.

Please mark your calendar for September
27 and attend the OpenHouse.?.On that
evening, families may visit: students’ “classes,
to hear from faculty about plans-for the'year.
Itshould be an informative evening offering
the oppor: unity for families to. support’
students’ commitments to'a school year of

achievementand growth

It's a good time to be at Southside High
School. In my third year, I've found this'to
be the smoothest start ta school we've had.
Looking ahead we have many opportunities
to buiid on all the success of last year. .
Become an acrive member of the Southside
community and be a part of all that growth.

Carlos Brooks, Principal

Have something for the newsletter?
The newsletter is a publication of the Southside High
School PTSA. The deadline for submissions 1o the
November issue of Tiger Tales is October 21, if you
have some news of interest, send your idea 1o Carol
ilson, Editor, at wilsoncb@wofford.edu.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

The‘Honorablé Edward W. Miller, Circuit Court Judge

C.A. No.: 2013-002232

Lee C. P. and Nelle S.P., as Guardians ad Litem for L.P., a minor,................ Respondents.

V.
The School District of Greenville County, ..o, Appellant.
CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL

The undersigned hereby certifies that the Amended Record On appeal contains all

material proposed to be included by any of the parties and not any other material.

777

DS & HALLIGAN, P.A. R. Douglas Webb, S.C. Bar No. 74747
nneth L. Childs, S.C. Bar No. 1217 General Counsel
childs@childs-halligan.net Greenville County Schools
Thomas K. Barlow, S.C. Bar No. 8995 P.O. Box 2848
tbarlow(@childs-halligan.net Greenville, SC 29602

P.O. Box 11367 v
Columbia, South Carolina 29211
(803) 254-4035

Attorneys for Appellant

April 1, 2014
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