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(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for

identification only.)

THE COURT: All right. Ready to proceed?

MR. STRICKLER: Yes.

THE COURT: All raight. Mr.~Singleton, please stand
up.

Swear him in.

FRANK SINGLETON, III, after being duly
sworn, testified as follows:

THE COURT: All right. He 1s pleading to five
charges today; 1s that right?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Or four?

MS. McDUFFIE: There's five.

THE COURT: Okay. Hold on one second.

(Pause.)

Okay. All right. Who 1s talking over here?

All right. Mr. Kiraincich, do you represent Frank
Terrance Singleton, III?

MR. KIRINCICH: Yes, Your Honor, I do.

THE COURT: And have you explained to him the charges
contained i1n the indictments, the possible punishments,
and his constitutional rights?

MR. KIRINCICH: I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. And everything has been
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indicted; 1s that right?

MS. McDUFFIE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. And in your opinhion, does
Mr. Singleton understand these rights?

MR. KIRINCICH: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And how does he 1ndicate to the charges
that I have before me tpday that he wishes to plea?

MR. KIRINCICH: Your Honor, he is —-- he 1is pleading
guilty to all five charges, and I want to put on the
record for everybody's knowledge that this 1s under the
hand of one, hand of all theory. I explained that to him,
and he is pleading guilty.

THE COURf: All right. Do you agree with your
client's decision to plead guilty?

MR. KIRINCICH: I do, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And from your investigations of the facts
and circumstances of this case, do you feel that the State
could produce sufficient evidence to convince a jury of
Mr. Singleton's guilt beyond a reasonéble doubt and that
if he were to stand trial, his conviction would be
probable?

MR. KIRINCICH: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Do we -- where 1s the doctor?

MS. McDUFFIE: Your Honor, .Dr. Musick 1s 1in the

courtroom. He 1s present today. This defendant was
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1s able to adequately communicate with his attorneys 1in

)

preparation of his case?

THE
THE
ask, Ms.
MS.
THE
MR.

THE

WITNESS: I do, Your Honor.

COURT: Okay. Anything further you want me to
McDuffie?

McDUFFIE: No, Your Honor.

COURT: All raight. Mr. Strickler?

STRICKLEﬁ: No, sir. Thank you.

COURT: Thank you, Dr. Musick. Thank you for

being here, sir.

THE

THE

excused?

MS.

MR.

THE

WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

COURT: Any objection to this witness being
McDUFFIE: None from the State.

STRICKLER: ©Nothing.

COURT: Okay. So Court's Exhibit No. 1.

Thank you, Dr. Musick. You are excused.

THE
THE
today.
THE
THE

All

WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

5
COURT: I appreciate your service and patience

WITNESS: Yes.
COURT: Okay.

right. Mr. Singleton, if you will stand up for

me, again. I now need to ask you certain questions to

ensure that your guilty plea i1s knowing -- 1s knowingly,
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intelligently and voluntarily entered with a full
(
understanding of the nature of the offenses that you are

pleading to and the consequences of your plea.

Now, none of the questions that I'm going to ask you
are meant to be érick guestions. None of them are meant
to confuse you in/ any way, shape, or form.

The purpose of this questioning 1s for me to make

sure, and for you to make sure, that you understand what

you're doing and thzis 1s your decision upon what you're

‘doing. You're doing it freely and voluntariaily. No one 1is

forcing you or threatening you or promlsing you anything
to get you to do this?

So if at any time during my questioning you need to
speak to Mr. Kirincich or you need to speak with
Mr. Strickler, you just let me know. I'll give you as
much time as you need to to discuss anything with him. Do
you understand that so far?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you understand me okay? /

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: How far did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT: Tenth grade.

THE COURT: The 10th grade, and where did you grow
up?

THE DEFENDANT: In Camden, South Carolina.
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THE COURT: And where did you actually go to high

’

school?

now?
N

THE DEFENDANT: Camden High School.

THE COURT: All right. And how old are you right

THE DEFENDANT: Twenty-six.

THE COURT: And before you were 1ncarcerated on these

charges, what were you doing for a living?

THE DEFENDANT: Working with my father doing

carpentry work.

THE COURT: Okay.
THE DEFENDANT: Doing things like —--

THE COURT: 1Is that like building houses or

remodeling, what kind of stuff?

that.

were

THE DEFENDANT: Remodeling, roofing, things like

THE COURT: Okay. 1Is your dad here today?

THE DEFENDANT: (Indicating in the negative.)

THE COURT: Okay. That's fine. That's fine, but you
doing some work with him --

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- working on houses; 1s that right?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And are you married?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.
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THE

THE

THE

COURT: Do you have any children?
DEFENDANT: No, sir.

COURT: Okay. All raight. ©Now, have you ever

been treated for the abuse of alcohol or drugs or any

mental i1llness?

(Pause.)

MR.

KIRINCICH: Your Honor, he was previously

prescribed medication for a mental 1llness.

THE

MR.

THE

THE

THE

THE

been off

THE

COURT: Okay.

KIRINCICH: He was taken off of that, Your Honor.
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I was on medication, sir.
COURT: Oh, for some mental health 1ssues?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: And how long has 1t been since you've

of that?

DEFENDANT: I wanted to be back on 1t, but they

took me off when they had me at Lee CI.

THE

COURT: When they had you at Lee, they took you

off of that?

THE
THE
going on
THE

THE

DEFENDANT: Yes, when I went to Lee.

COURT: Okay. Now, do you understand what's
here today?

DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.

COURT: All raight. Do you understand that

Mr. Kirincich and Mr. Strickler represent you 1in this
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matter; 1is that right?
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And that the solicitor's office 1s

‘representing the State?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And what is -- what is my role in today's
hearing?

THE DEFENDANT: To help me.

THE COURT: Okay. And whose side am I on?

THE DEFENDANT: Nobody's.

THE COURT: Okay. Good. That's right. I'm on
nobody's side. I sit here fairly and impartially taking
every case as they come before me. Do you understand
that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand i1t's Mr. Kirinchic and
Mr. Strickler's job to advocate for you, to fight for you,
whether that be in a plea or in a trial either one, they
have a responsibility to advocate on your behalf. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you understand that the State's
Jjob 1s to represent the State of South Carolina in this
matter, essentially the prosecut;on or the police? Do you

understand that?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Very well. Now, 1n the past 24
hours, have you taken any drugs or alcohol?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Are you aware of any
physical, emotional ©r nervous problem that would keep you
from understanding what you are doing today?

(Pause.)

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I understand. Yes, sir. I
understand.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, are you nervous?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. I mean, this 1s a very big day.
You understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, everybody 1s a little nervous, okay,
even me. All right. Is that fair enough?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sair.

THE COURT: But you're not so nervous to the point
where you don't understand what you're doing; 1s that
correct?

THE DEFENDANT: I understand what I'm doing.

THE COURT: Okay. Very good. All right. Now, I
have before me five different indictments that they tell

me you want to plead guilty, to, okay.
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What I'm going to do 1s I'm going to go over them to
make sure that you understand what you're pleading guilty
to and what that carries. Do you understand why I'm doing
that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. So the fairst charge
that they éell me that you want to plead guilty to 1s a
murder that allegedly occurred on or about May 16th
of 2011 here in Kershaw County. Are you aware of that
charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. \

THE COURT: And are you aware of the 1incident
surrounding that charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Out of the same 1incident,
they also tell me that you want to plead guilty to one
count of armed robbery.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: One count of burglary in the first
degree.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ©One count of kidnapping.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And another count of kidnapping.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Is all that right?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Is there any sex offender 1ssue on
(the kidnapping?

MS. McDUFFIE: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. So we're going to go
through each one of these charges, Mr. Singleton. The
first 1s murder. Murder in South Carolina carries a
mandatory 30 years in prison. That means no matter what I
wanted to give you, even 1f I wanted to give you less than
30 years, I could not give you less than 30 years. It
carries a maximum of life without the possibility of
parole. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, this case, this murder, 1is
designated by our State Legislature as a violent offense
and a most serious offense, and those terms have very
specific meanings. What most serious means that it is a )
strike. Have you and your attorneys talked about what a
strike means?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And there are different kinds of
strikes in this state. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: ?es, sir.

THE COURT: There are serious strikes, and there are
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most serious strikes. Those are different. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, this 1s a most serious. What
most serious means 1s that you get two in your life, and
on your second most serious, you are facing mandatory life
without parole. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. ©Now, so on your murder charge,
you're facing a mandatory 30 years 1n prison up to life
without parole. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And you understand that life without
parole means in South Carolina that you would not leave
the Department of Corrections until you are deceased?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sair.

THE CQURT: Okay. Now, also you need to understand
that on your murder charge, that it 1s what we commonly
call a day-for-day charge, meaning that you need to assume
that you will serve every single day of whatever sentence
1s 1mposed. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: It 1s a no parole offense. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Now, the second charge that I've
discussed with you 1s for armed robbery. Armed robbery
carries a mandatory minimum of ten years in prison up to
35 years in prison. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: That 1s also a violent offense and a most
serious offense. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: That 1s what was we call a no parole
offense, and in that case, 1t means you will serve at
least 85 percent of whatever sentence I give you on the
armed robbery before you will be released. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

MR. KIRINCICH: Your Honor, I think we just wanted to
clarify.

MS. McDUFFIE: Armed robbery only carries 30 years,
Your Honor, not 35.

THE COURT: ©Oh, did I say 357

MR. STRICKLER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Oh, I'm sorry. My bad.

Ten up to 30, I apologize. If I said 35, I spoke
incorrectly. The maximum sentence on an armed robbery 1s
30 years. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: The next éharge that they tell me that
you want to plead guilty to is burglary in the first
degree. It 1s also a violent offense and a most serious
offense. It carries a mandatory minimum of 15 years 1in
prison up to life. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next charge that they tell me that
you want to plead guilty to 1s kidnapping. There are
actually two counts of kidnapping related to this
incident, and that carries between zero and 30 years 1in
prison. Each of them are violent and most serious
offenses. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, the kidnapping, the armed robbery
and the burglary are all 85 percent offenses. That means
you would serve at least 85 percent of the sentence b;fore
you would ever be released, but all that will be
essentially trumped by the murder which 1s a day-for-day
sentence. Do you understand that?

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, are you on probation or
parole now?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.
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THE COURT: Okay. All right. Mr. Singleton, when
you plead guilty, you give up certain important
constitutional rights, the first 1s your right to remain
silent. Do you understand your right to remain silent?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you want to give up your right to
remain silent?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The second is your constitutional right
to a jury trial. As to these charges stemming from an
incident on or about May 1l6th of 2011, you have a
constitutional right to a jury trial, which my
understanding 1s that the State and your attorneys are
prepared to go forward on today. However, if you were to
plead guilty, there would not be any jury trial. Do you
understand that? ‘

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: During that jury trial, you would have a
constitutional right to confront the witnesses that the
State would call against you, to call witnesses on your
own behalf through the subpoena power of the court and to
present any defense you may ﬁave, but if you plead guilty,
none of that 1s going to happen. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Here 1s the bottom line, Mr. Singleton:
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You have a constitutional right to a jury trial. At a
jury trial, I would instruct the jury that there 1s a
presumption that you are innocent. |

The State would have the burden of proving that you
were guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. You would have the
right to question any and all witnesses against you, as
well as the right to present witnesses on your own behalf.

You would have the right to the subpoena power of the
court to force witnesses to come 1n and testify. You
would also have the right to remain silent. If you did
not testify, I would tell the jury that they could not
even hold that fact against you and that 1t should not and
w1ll not be discussed in the jury room. You would also
have the right to present any defense that you might have

N
to the charges against you.

If you made any incriminating statements to the
charges, you would have the right to challenge those
statements. Do you understand these rights and what a
Jjury trial would entail?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you have any questions -- excuse me.
Do you have any questions about that at all?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: ©Now, by pleading guilty, you are giving

up all of of these rights i1in relation to the incident that
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occurréd on or about Febru;ry 6th -- I mean, May‘16th,
2011. Do you understand that?

° THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, one thing that I want to make sure
that you understand before we go any further,

Mr. Sangleton, is that you have a number of charges that

are still pending i1n this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have a possession of a stolen motor
vehicle. Do you understand that?
(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE COURT: It's got a K warrant number, so 1t was a
long time ago. .

MR. KIRINCICH: Truthfully, Your Honor, I don't think
we've ever talked about a possession of a stolen motor
vehicle.

THE COURT: All right. You have an assault and
battery first degree pending. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir; yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have a murder case that 1s still
pending in this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have a burglary first case that is

st1ll pending in this county. Do you understand that?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have an armed robbery case that 1is
st1ll pending in this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have a kidnapping case which 1s still
pending 1in this county. Do you understand that?

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have a possession of a weapon during
{

the commission of a violent crime that 1s still pending in
this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have an armed robbery which is still
pending 1n this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have another burglary first which is
sti1ll pending 1in this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have another burglary first which 1s
still pending 1in this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You have another armed robbery which 1is
still pending in this county. Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: And you have an assault and battery by a
mob which 1s still pending i1in this county. Do you
understand that?

(Pause) .

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, pursuant to this plea today,
there's going to be a -- two conspiracies and a possession
of a stolen pistol dismissed; 1s that correct,

Ms. McDuffie?

MS. McDUFFIE: Yes, Your Honor, it is.

THE COURT: And 1s that your understanding,
Mr. Singleton?

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And 1s that right, Mr. Kirancich?

MR. KIRINCICH: Yes, Your Honor, 1t 1is.

THE COURT: Okay. So do you understand that based
upon the charges that are still pending regardless of what
happens with this case today and regardless of what
sentence I eventually impose in the case that you're
pleading guilty to today, you are still facing up to life
without parole on the pending charges were you to be

convicted or by plea or trial on the other pending murder
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charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you understand that the State
could serve you notice based upon the strike here today of
a most serious offense, notice of mandatory life without
parole on your other pending charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Your first indictment that 1is
before me, Mr. Singleton, .1s an indictment for murder. It
states that you did in Kershaw County on or about May 1l6th
of 2011 willfully, feloniously and intentionally kill the
victim, Michael Hayes, with malice aforethought either
express or implied by means of a gunshot wound and that
the victim did die as a proximate result thereof in
violation of the South Carolina Code of Laws. How do you
plead to that charge, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: The second indictment before me is for
armed robbery. It states that you did in Kershaw County
on or about May 16th of 2011 commit robbery by feloniously
taking from the person or presence of Michael Hayes by
means of force or intimidation goods or monies of Michael
Hayes, such goods or monies being described as US currency
and/or safe and/or contents of a safe with the intent to

deprive the owner permanently of the property while you
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were armed robbery with a pistol, dirk, slingshot, metal
knuckles, razor or other deadly weapon or while allegedly,
either by actions or words, that you were armed while
using a representation of a deadly weapon during the
commission of the robbery. How do you plead to that
charge, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: The next indictment before me 1s burglary
in the first degree: It states that you did in Kershaw
County on or about May 16th of 2011 enter the dwelling of
Michael Haves at |} .~ Kershaw County without
consent and with the intent to commit a crime therein, and
when effecting entry or while i1n the dwelling or 1in
immediate flight, you were armed with a deadly weapon
and/or remaining -- Or this occurred du;lng the hours of
darkness or you caused 1njury to a nonparticipant in the
crime or threatened the use of a dangerous 1nstrument
and/or displayed what appeared to be a —-

THE DEFENDANT: Oh man.

THE COURT: -- knife, pistol, resolver or some form
of a firearm. .

(Pause.)

(Crying.)

THE DEFENDANT: That man wasn't supposed to die,

right. It wasn't supposed to happen like that.
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MR. STRICKLER: He's just asking you 1f you're
pleading guilty to 1t.

THE DEFENDANT: I plead guilty, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Do you need to téke a moment,

Mr. Singleton?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. I need to take a moment,
sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Just sit down for a second. Sit
down.

(Pause.)

MR. STRICKLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Singleton, are you
prepared to go forward? '

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And I know this takes a long time,
and I know there's a lot of information that I have to
cover -with you. I'm required to ask you all of these
questions, and this 1s part of the process of entertaining
or handling a guilty plea.

So none of these questions am I asking just to ask.
They all -- they all must be asked. If you need a moment,
you just need to let me know, okay.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You're not going to bother me or upset

me. Do you understand that?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. The next indictment before me 1s
for kidnapping. It states that you did on or about
May 16th of 2011 in Kershaw County unlawfully seize,
kidnap, abduct or carry away one Crystal Shepherd without
authority of law. How do you plead to that charge? |

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: The last indictment before me is for
kidnapping, and 1t states that you did in Kershaw County
on or about May 16th of 2011 unlawfully seize, kidnap,
abduct or carry away a minor child without any -- without
authority of law. How do you pleéd to that cha?ge?

THE DEFENDANT: I plead guilty.

THE COURT: All right. And are there any plea
negotiations 1in the case other than the dismissal of
charges, Ms. McDuffie? -

MS. McDUFFIE: ©None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that correct, Mr. Kirincich?

MR. KIRINCICH: That's correct.

THE COURT: Is that right, Mr. Strickler?

MR. STRICKLER: No negotiations as to sentence, the
agreement to defer sentencing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Right. And 1s your -- is that correct,
Mr. Singleton?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

J
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THE COURT: There is no agreement as to the sentence
that will be i1mposed. However, there 1s an agreement that
we will defer sentencing until a later date. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, the next thing I need to
discuss with you, Mr. Singleton, 1s your satisfaction with
your attorneys. Are you satisfied with how your lawyers
have advised you and represented you in this case?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you talked with your lawyers as
often and for as long as you feel 1s necessary for them to
préperly represent you on this specific case?

You still have pending charges. That's a different
1ssue, but on this specific case, have you talked with
them for as often and as long as you feel 1s necessary to
make a decision about pleading guilty?

I understand that you will still need to meet with
them to prepare for a sentencing hearing, but to make a
decision about a guilty plea, have you met with them for
as often and for as long as ybu feel 1s necessary?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, besides preparing for a sentencing
hearing, do you need any more time to talk to your lawyers

before deciding to plead guilty here today?
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(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE

DEFENDANT: No, sir, I don't. ©No, sir. I don't

need no time.

THE
lawyers?
THE
THE

that you

COURT: Have you understood your talks with your

DEFENDANT : Yes, sir.
COURT: Have your lawyers done everything for you

believe they -- they should have done or could

have done?

THE

THE

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Have your lawyers done anything in thas

case that you feel they should not have done?

THE
THE
lawyers'
THE
THE
that you
THE

THE

DEFENDANT: No, sir.

COURT: Are you completed satisfied with your
services?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. They tried their best.
COURT: Do you have any complaints at this time
want to make against your lawyers?

DEFENDANT: No, sir.

COURT: Now, has anyone promised you anything

other than the dismissal of the charges which we have

previously stated or held out any hope of reward to get

you to plead guilty?

THE

Jd

DEFENDANT: No, sir.
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THE COURT: Has anyone suggested that you will
recelve any specific sentence, condition of sentence or
other similar type of suggestion?

THE DEFENDANT: ©No, sir.

THE COURT: Has anyone threatened you or used force
to get you to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir. I'm willing to plead
guilty.

THE COURT: Has anyone used any pressure oOr
intimidation to cause you to plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Has anybody connected with this case,
that includes the solicitor's office or any law
enforcement officers, mistreated you in any way?

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

MR. KIRINCICH: The only -- the only concern that
Mr. Singleton has, Your Honor -- I'll put 1t out there
because I was the one that relayed 1t -- he asked to speak

to law enforcement a long time ago and was told at that
time that law enforcement did not want to speak to him;
that they already had the story and tiat part of the
reason ,for the deferred sentencing 1s that he dces have an
opportunity to talk to law enforcement.

THE COURT: Okay. And that's fair enough. What I
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mean by mistreatment 1s any type of physical torture or
anything like that?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sair.

THE COURT: Okay. Have you had enough time to make
up your mind as to whether or not you want to plead
guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Did I make up my mind 1f I wanted to
plead guilty?

THE COURT: Have you had enough time to make up your
mind about pleading guilty to these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. And are you pleading guilty
freely and voluntarily?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you understood my questions?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you been absolutely truthful in each
and every answer that you have given me?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sair.

THE COURT: All right. Are you pleading guilty to
these charges because you are, 1in fact, guilty?

(Pause) .

(Conferring attorneys.)

MR. KIRINCICH: 1I'm sorry, Your Honor. He is asking

me something.
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(Pause.)

MR. KIRINCICH: 1I'm sorry. Will you ask him the
question again, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Are you pleading to these charges because
you are, 1in fact, guilty of these charges?’

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Ms. McDuffie?

MS. McDUFFIE: Thank you, Your Honor. As has alregdy
been put on the record, the defense has requested that
sentencing be deferred so that Mr. Singleton can talk to
law enforcement.

Your Honor, we're just asking that we be given an
opportunity at the time of sentencing to do a full factual
presentation and alsc to do victim impact at this time.
We are prepared to go forward today with a factual
rec1ta£lon if Your .Honor may accept the plea.

THE COURT: Okay. Here is how -- here is how we're
going to do this: What I want at this point i1n time 1s ,
enough facts to be able to accept the plea. I'm going to
defer sentencing. ’

When we have a sentencing hearing -- and this is for
the lawyers and for the families on both sides —-- when we
reconvene for tha£ sentencing hearing, I will let the
State make a full presentation, hear any victim impact

testimony that they need to be presented. I'll be hapby
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to hear from law enforcement or whoever else on the
State's side of the aisle needs to be heard from.

Likewise, I will alsc allow the defense to come
forward and make a full presentation in mitigation,
whether 1t be i1nformation about the defendant or
information about any potential cooperation or whatever 1t
may be. Today 1s not the day that we are going to do all
of that.

Today is the day that we are just taking the plea,
and I will defer sentencing, but I promise the lawyers and
each of the families, you know, a full opportunity to be
heard before any sentence 1in this particular case 1s
rendered.

Does that meet with your satisfaction, Mr. Kiraincich?

MR. KIRINCICH: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All raight. Ms. McDuffie?

MS. McDUFFIE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Just give me the facts enough to
accept the plea.

‘MS. McDUFFIE: Thank you, Your Honor. This incident
did occur on May 16th, 2011 at — which
1s located in Richland County. This defendant along --
I'm sorry, 1n Kershaw County.

This defendant, along w1th.Jerome Lewls ‘and Arthur

Macklin, did enter the home of Michael Hayes and Crystal
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Shepherd, a home that they shared with their five-day-old
daughter.

They did force entry into the house. When they
forced entry, both this defendant and Mr. Jerome Lewis,
were armed with a handgun at that point this time.

Mr. Lewis and this defendant did take the victim,
Mr. Michael Hayes, into a bedroom and demand that he open
a safe.

While they were 1n the bedroom with him demanding him
to open a safe, Ms. Crystal Shepherd was 1in the living
room with a five-day-old child. Mr. Arthur Macklin picked
up a shotgun and was holding them at gunpoint in the
living room, Your Honor.

Mr. Hayes did not open the safe fast enough or did
not do as this defendant and Mr. Jerome Lewls 1nstructed
him to, and at one point, Mr. Hayes tried to run and
escape from this defendant and Mr. Lewis, at which point
Mr. Hayes was shot three times which resulted in hais
death, Your Honor.

These defendants then forced Ms. Shepherd and the
five-day-old baby into Ms. Shepherd's car. They took Ms.
Shepherd's car and drove from | N SENNNNEEEEEEEEEEEEEE .
Kershaw County to a location where they had another
codefendant waiting for them to drive them back to where

they were staying at that time, Your Honor.
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They instructed Ms. Shepherd to lie down, n?t to move
and not to do anything until they left, Your Honor, which
she then did, Your Honor. They then loaded the safe in
their getaway car, and they drove off.

Ms. Shepherd was able to escape with her five-day-old
child and drive back to her residence where she
encountered a neighbor, and the neighbor called 9-1-1 and
the police were notified.

Your Honor, that's the factual basis we would submit
at this time for these charges, Your Honor, and would
reserve the right to put the rest of the facts on the
record at sentencing.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Singleton, do you
materially agree with the facts as presented by the State
here today?

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

THE DEFENDANT: I will agree, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. KIRINCICH: And, Your Honor, just to -- that was
a discussion with Mr. Singleton. This is -- under hand of
one, hand of all, he doesn't agree with everything that
was said. He did specify he does materially agree at that
point. He understands what he's doing, what he's pleading

to.
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THE COURT: All right. 1I'll accept your plea, this
plea. I'll find there 1s a substantial factual basis for
the plea. I also find that the defendant's decision to
plead guilty 1s freely, voluntarily, knowingly and
intelligently made; that he's had the advice of two very
competent attorneys with whom he tells me he is satisfied,
and I will accept his plea of guilty.

Now, one more 1ssue, my understanding of the
kidnapping statute 1s that he has to go on the sei
offender registry because 1t was a minor child.

MS. McDUFFIE: Your Honor, I'd have to double check
that.

MR. KIRINCICH: Your Honor, I think there would have
to be some kind of -- I'll déuble check the laQ, as well.
We can -- we can decide that, come to some agreement.

THE DEFENDANT: A sex offender registry?

MR. KIRINCICH: We'll double check, as well. We can
figure that out before sentencing.

THE COURT: Okay. Okay. And I'm just telling you
what -- the way I read the statute, but I'm open to other
interpretations of 1t.

Okay. All right. Thank you very much. The next
time we'll convene on this matter will be for a séntencing
hearing, and court is in)recess.

N

MR. KIRINCICH: Thank you, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Okay. We're on the record in the State
of South Carolina vs. Frank Terrance Singleton, III.

Mr. Singleton pled guilty before this courtﬂon March 10th,
2014 to one count of murder, to one count of armed
robbery, one count of burglary in the first degree, and
two counts of kidnapping.

At that point in time, I agreed to defer sentencing
to allow Mr. Singleton the opportunity to cooperate with
law enforcement, and as to whatever pans out, and that
pans out, I promised both sides, the State and the
defense, an opportunity to do a full sentencing hearing
and allow them to present any information that they wish
to before sentence 1s given.

At this point in time, we are prepared to go forward
with his sentencing hearing, and I'll be happy to hear
from anybody on the State's side.

MS. McDUFFIE: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please
the Court. At the initial guilty plea on Monday, we put a
brief factual basis for this plea on the record.

We'd like at this time to tell Your Honor the facts
that we believe would have been presented at trial. As
you're aware, we were prepared to call the case to trial
on Monday, March 10th. However, the defendant pled guilty
prior to the start of the traial.

We did meet with all witnesses. We had flown several
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witnesses 1n, 1n preparation for trial, so we were
prepared to go forward. Your Honor, we believe that the
facts would have shown -- and would have conclusively
proven -- that this defendant, along with a codefendant,
Jerome Lewis and Jerome Lewlis' cousin Randy Lewlis, were
involved i1n the days leading up to this murder in several
home 1nvasion, armed robberies.

Your Honor, the sheriff's department 1n the week
leading up to this murder was 1nundated with these home
invasion, armed robberies. There were four that the
sheriff's department linked to Mr. Singleton and
Mr. Lewis, too.

The MO of these robberies is that they would go 1in;
they would kick down the door; force their way 1into the
home. They would both have weapons and demand money,
sometimes drugs, Your Honor, 1n these robberies.

The ones 1mmediately prior to this murder occurred on
May 14th, 2011. The first one of those, the victim was
Mr. Gustavos Anino El Nino (phonetic).

Your Honor, he lived on _ here in
Kershaw County. He -- his home was broken into, and he
was held at gunpoint and forced -- or demanded money from
Mr. Lewis, Mr. Jerome Lewls, and this defendant, Frank
Singleton.

They then fled the residence on foot, and a shoe
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print was able to be lifted from that home. There was
also ammunition that was found in the back door to the
residence which was able to be linked to these defendants,
as well. That was on May 14th, 2011 shortly after
midnight that night.

About 24 hours later, Your Honor, shortly before
midnight on the 15th, Jerome Lewis and Frank Singleton
broke into the home of Robert Cash. That was on -- like I
said, that as on _, Your Honor, here in
Kershaw County.

Mr. Cash was home alone. He was held at gunpoint by
the defendants. They demanded money and anything of value
from him. He stated that he didn't have money i1n the car,
but he was afraid of getting shot. I'm sorry. He didn't
have any money in the home. He was afraid of getting
shot, so he told the defendants that he had money 1in hais
car. They then forced him at gunpoint to his car where
Mr. Cash was able to give them the $200 that he had 1in hais
car.

During this altercation, Mr. Lewls was armed with a
.380, and that gun did discharge. The bullet didn't
strike Mr. Cash, but 1t did land in a éost that was
outside. Law enforcement was able to recover that, as
well, Your Honor.

When law enforcement responded to that scene, there
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was a team of dogs that were sent out, as well. Those
dogs tracked from Mr. Cash's home to 56 Pathfinder Trail
literally, Your Honor, to the doorstep of that residence.
That residence was actually the home of Mr. Randy Lewis
who was also involved in driving him places and things
like that, not actually involved 1in going 1in and doing the
robberies with Jerome Lewis and Frank Singleton.

The dogs actually tracked to the doorstep of that

house. Police got a search warrant. They set up a
perimiter. They closed off the area. In doing so, there
was a car that was leaving the area. Investigator Dill

actually stopped the occupants of that car to determine
who they were and what their i1dentity was.

In that car was Randy Lewis and a female named Ashley
Sumter. Law enforcement searched the home. They found
ammunition, clothing that, you know, was consistent
with —- with the stuff that was described in the prior
armed robberies, Your Honor.

Investigator Dill went later that day and took a
statement from Ashley Sumter. He asked her who was at the
home right before the police came or who came to the home
between the time of the robbery and the police showed up.
She i1dentified both this defendant, Frank Singleton, and
Jerome Lewis. That's how law enforcement first realized

that Randy Lewis, Jerome Lewis, and Frank Singleton could
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be i1nvolved i1n this case.

The next night, Your Honor, which was May l§th, 2011
at approximately 11:00 p.m., this defendant, Frank
Singleton, Arthur Macklin, Curtis Drakeford, Randy Lewis
and Jerome Lewis were all together.

They devised a plan to rob Mike Hayes who lived at
B e plan was to ro’b him. They had
heard that he won -- by some witnesses, they say 1t was
550,000 in the lottery, and tﬁat was their plan, to rob
him.

Depending upon the codefendants' versions, they all
differ in minor respects, Your Honor, but basically the
information that law enforcement learned was that
Mr. Singleton and Mr. Macklin had planned to do a robbery
with Jerome Lewis and Randy Lewis and Curtis Drakeford.

Tnitially, Mr. Singleton and Mr. Macklin went to do
the robbery. They were hiding in the woods. They were
dropped off by Mr¢{ Drakeford. They were hiding 1in the
woods outside of the residence and about to go 1in the
residence when this defendant, Frank Singleton, got bitten
by a spider.

They called Mr. Drakeford to back come and pick them
up, which he then did do. Mr. Jerome Lewis was also
present then at that time. Then all three of them decided

to do the robbery together at that point: Jerome Lewis,
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Frank Singleton, and Arthur Macklin. Both Mr. Singleton
and Jerome Lewis were armed, all in black clothing and
masks.

When they got to |  ccc again,
they were dropped by Mr. Drakeford. When they got to the
residence, Mr. Macklin and Mr. Lewis went around to the
back of the residence.

Mr. Singleton laid up front i1n wait. They checked
out the back of the residence. They thought that Mike
Hayes was home alone, so they decided to go_into the
house.

When they got to the front door, this defendant, Your
Honor, who was armed with a .40-Caliber héndgun kicked in
the front door of the residence. They encountered Mike
Hayes who was 1n the living room with his five-day-old
child, Your Honor.

His girlfriend, Crystal Shepherd, who was also a
victim 1n this case 1s here in the courtroom today, was 1n
the bedroom. She heard a commotion. That commotion would
be Jerome Lewis and this defendant fighting with Mike

N
Hayes. During that fight, Jerome Lewis took some jewelry
off of Mr. Hayes.

Your Honor, Ms. Shepherd was ordered by the third

codefendant, Arthur Macklin, to get down. There was a gun

in the residence, a rifle, a .22-Caliber rifle, Your
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Mr. Macklin's statement was that Ms. Shepherd went to
the rifle. She doesn't remember that, Your Honor.
However, Mr. Macklin then took the rifle and held the
rifle on Ms. Shepherd while Mr. Jerome Lewis and this
defendant, Frank Singleton, had Mr. Hayes at gunpoint.
They were demanding him to open the safe that was in the
bedroom. ;

The two of them went into the bedroom with Mike
Hayes. They both demanded for him to open the safe.

Mr . Hayés did not comply, was not complying quick enough.

At one point, Your Honor, we believe he tried to run,
tried to escape these defendants and ran into a bathroom
that was 1mmediately adjacent to the bedroom, at which
point this defendant fired three shots, Your Honor, all
three shoés potentially fatal. One was almost a
near-contact shot.

Dr. Ross would testify that this shot was fired
within 12 inches from Mike Hayes. All three shots, Your
Honor, were to the back or to the side. They entered the
body and pierced the heart, the lungs. Mr. Hayes died
instantly as a result of Frank Singleton's. actions.

Your Honor, after this, they then held Ms. Shepherd,
Ms. Crystal Shepherd, and the five-day-old baby at

gunpoint, forced them i1nto her car where they drove to the
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meeting pdint with Curtis Drakeford.

They threatened to kill her 1f she looked at them, 1f
she did anything. Once they got to the meeting spot with
Mr. Drakeford, they then took the safe out of the car that
they had placed 1in there earlier from the robbery.

Mr. Singleton actually placed that into Mr. Drakeford's
trunk, and Jerome Lewis put the keys on top of the car for
Crystal Shepherd and told her not to do anything, not to
look up untail they left, which she did, Your Honor. She
was allowed to -- she was left unharmed at that point.

Your Honor, they then proceeded to Curtis Drakeford's
apartment which is |} c:c :» Camden. When
they got there, they tried to open the safe. It actually
came open when they tried to open 1t. In the safe were
various papers and personal effects of Mr. Hayes along
with $3,000.

The money was split between them, Your Honor. It was
$1,000 for Mr. Singleton; $1,000 for Mr. Lewis; $1,000 for
Mr. Macklin. Mr. Macklin then divvied up his share and
kept some for himself and some for Mr. Drakeford and
Mr. Randy Lewis, Your Honor.

In the .car on the way back to Mr. Drakeford's
apartment that night in the car were Mr. Curtis Drakeford,
Jerome Lewis, this defendant Frank Singleton, and also

Arthur Macklain.
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In the car, Jerome Lewis would have testified along
with Arthur Macklin and Curtis Drakeford that Mr. Lewis
kept asking Frank why he shot. He shouldn't have done
that. He didn't need to do that. Why did he shoot him,
and Mr. Singleton replied that 1t was because he saw his
face, Your Honor. Repeatedly, he was asked why did he
shoot; why did he ao that. The answer was it was because
he saw his face.

Mr. Drakeford, Mr. Lewls, and Mr. Macklin would all
testify that this defendant was the shooter. While
Mr. Drakeford wasn't there, he heard several statements
made by Mr. Singleton admitting to being the shooter that
evening. |

As I said, when they got back to the apartment, they
divvied up the money that was in the safe. They also hid
the shotgun and the .38-Caliber gun in Mr. Drakeford's
home.

Your Honor, this incident happened at eleven -- 11:15
on the 16th. Police were dlsp?tched out at 11:24 which is
when Ms. Shepherd was able to make 1t back to her
neighborhood or to her home and knock on her neighbor's
door and call 9-1-1. They had broken both phones that she
had.

When police responded, they immediately recognized

this as being very similar to the other robberies that had
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occurred 1in the area, and they focused then on the
suspects they had from those robberies, those suspects
again being Frank Singleton and Jerome Lewls.

Your Honor, at about two that morning on the 17th,
Mr. Singleton was a suspect. They went to his mother's
house. The mother told law enforcement that Mr. Singleton
lived there, but he was not there right now.

She gave them consent‘to search the home. They then
proceeded to search -for Mr. Lewis and —-- Mr. Jerome Lewils
and this defendant, Frank Singleton.

I think a week prior or a few days prior to this
incident, Your Honor, the Camden Police Department had
initiated a traffic stop on a vehicle that was actually
driven by Curtis Drakeford.

When they 1initiated the traffic stop on
Mr. Drakeford, Mr. Slngleton was also i1n this car, and he
fled from law enforcement and was able to escape from law
enforcement.

Because of that, they had anllnc1dent report that
linked Mr. Drakeford to Frank Singleton. So, Your Honor,
because of that, the Camden Police Department went to go
look for Mr. Drakeford to see if they could go find him
and found out that he lived on Broad Street, Your Honor.
Their attention then began to focus there. That morning

law enforcement was searching the area again for all of
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the suspects, and they kind of closed 1in on this Broad
Street location, Your Honor.

Your Honor, they were able to make contact with
Curtis Drakeford. Curtis Drakeford he had gone to work.
that morning at Lugoff Toyota, and he did give them
consent to search the apartment.

While they were doing this, they were also searching
for Mr. Singleton. They had gotten a report from
Mr. Singleton's girlfriend and her friend that she -- that
Mr. Singleton was 1n the car with his girlfriend, Valerie

¢

McCrea (phonetic) or Valeria Turner that she sometimes
goes by and that he had jumped out of the car in the BP
Station close to the apartment that Mr. Drakeford lived
in. Your Honor, law enforcement then began to focus 1into
that location looking for Mr. Singleton.

Through Investigator Dill's investigation, he
encountered an individual between the BP and the
apartment. That individual said that a man approached him
and asked him to hold a gun. He refused to hold a gun,
and the man went 1in the direction of the apartments, Your
Honor, which would prove very 1mportant later on.

While this was going on, Mr. Singleton was calling
9-1-1 and law enforcement and telling them that he would

turn himself 1in but he was on the other side of town, Your

‘Honor, which wasn't at all true. He was actually 1inside
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Curtis Drakeford's apartment.

When he tried to leave Mr. Drakeford's apartment, he
literally ran into Lieutenant Coleman with the Camden
Police Department, and he was taken into custody at that
time.

Your Honor, law enforcement subsequently searched
Mr. Drakeford's apartment. In the 1nitial search of the
apartment, they found the safe belonging to Mike Hayes.
They found the .22 rifle that was taken from Mr. Hayes'
home, and they found a .38-Caliber handgun which was also
used by Jerome Leﬁls during these robberies.

Ballistically, they were able to match that to the
projectile that was used in the prior robbery of Robert
Cash -- I'm sorry, Your Honor. It was a .380, I apologize
for that, thaérwas used 1n the robbery of Robert Cash.

Your Honor, Investigator Dill knew that a .40-Caliber
handgun was used 1in this case, and he had a witness that
said that he saw Mr. Singleton with that gun prior to law
enforcement apprehending him shortly before ncon on the
17th.

So there was a very small area where 1t could be
between where he was last seen with the gun and the
apartment. Law enforcement spent a considerable amount of
time searching the exterior, you know, around the

apartment complex 1n the path that they believe he would
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have run searching for the gun.

About a week later, Investigator Justin Dill was with
SLED agent Kevin Baker. They were right around tying up
some loose ends. Investigator Dill said that he wanted to
go search that area one more time.

They began searching the exterior of the apartment.
When they got closer to the apartment, the landowner or
the homeowner of that apartment was actually present.

Mr. Drakeford, obviously, was in custody, and he had
moved out of the apartment, and the landlord was
inspecting the property for any damage that would need to
be repaired prior to moving a new tenant into that
apartment.

Investigator Dill and Agent Baker asked the landlord
for consent to séarch the main apartment, which she then
gave them. They then again looked through the apartment.

Investigator Dill noticed that there was a heating
and air return in one of the upstairs bedrooms where the
other gun was found. He took that off and began to look
in there. He thought he saw what was a shoe lace in that.
So he then stuck a camera phone 1n there and took pictures
trying to see 1f he could determine what was 1n there.

Your Honor, u%tlmately hidden in the walls of that
home were the .40-Caliber handgun and also the shoes worn

by Frank Singleton on the night of the murder.

'
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SLED agent Vicky Hallman who 1s an expert of tire
tread and footwear impressions conclusively would say that
the shoe print on the door where Mr. Singleton kicked 1t
in was consistent with the shoe that Investigator Dill
found 1in the apartment that evening.

Further, Your Honor, Dan DeFreese who had been with
SLED for 45 years as a ballistics expert would come 1in and
testify that the projectiles recovered from Mr. Hayes'
body, the cartridge casings at the scene, all matched the
weapon, the .40-Caliber handgun that Mr. Singleton had
that night hidden in the walls of the apartment, Your
Honor. All of that was recovered by law enforcement.

Your Honor, Curtis Drakeford and Mr. Singleton were
arrested on the 17th. Mr. Drakeford was brought to the
Kershaw County sheriff's office headquarters, and he
ultimately did give a statement that he was the driver of
thelvehicle that night; that he was present in the car
when he took Mr. Singleton to the location and that he was
present afterwards when he heard Mr. Singleton make
admissions to shooting the victim 1in this case.

Your Honor, he also gave them information on the
other codefendants. Ultimately, through the course of
their -- their investigation, Randy Lewis, Jerome Lewis,
Arthur Macklin, and Curtis Drakeford would all admit to

their involvement in this case.
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Their stories as to what happened were very similar,
very consistent, in the facts that transpired on that
evening, and all codefendants have said that thais
defendant, Frank Singleton, 1s the shooter in this case.

Your Honor, 1in preparing for this trial, we
discovered that this defendant was housed at Lee County
next to an individual named Anthony Jones. Mr. Jones also
had pending charges and was being housed in safekeeping,
as well.

We learned of his name, and Ms. Campbell and I
interviewed him last week. The information that Mr. Jones
would have told the court 1s that Frank Singleton admitted
to his 1nvolvement in the robberies and also to him being
the shooter and that he had been asked by Mr. Singleton to
get on the stand and lie and say that Jerome Lewis was the
shooter, as well.

We also heard from several sources, although never
ta%ked to directly, that an individual named Brian Evans
who was also housed with this defendant was asked to get
on the stand and lie and say that Jerome Lewis was the
shooter and not this defendant, Your Honor, asked by
Mr. Singleton.

Your Honor, we believe that the facts conclusively
show that the jury would have convicted him on all counts

that he's charged with, your Honor. This was a brutal,
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vicious murder, Your Honor.

Mr. Hayes was gunned down 1n his home. He was shot
at near-contact range by this defendant. Your Honor,
there is no testimony that anyone other than this
defendant was the shooter. There is no -- there would
have been no testimony that anyone other than this
defendant killed Mike Hayes, Your Honor.

This defendant and Mr. Jerome Lewls were on a robbery
spree, and Your Honor, i1t 1s only because of the
excellent, excellent work of the Kershaw County Sheriff's
Department that this spree did not continue and that more
people were not killed and injured as a result of
Mr. Singleton's reckless actions.

Respectfully, Your Honor, on behalf of the State, we
would ask for a sentence of life in prison for
Mr. Singleton. As Your Honor 1s aware, he has a series of
other pending charges, 1ncluding another murder charge,
from a home i1invasion, robbery that Mr. Singleton committed
in 2008 which the State will be prepared to try‘ln May,
Your Honor.

Your Honor, also present in the courtroom today are
numerous friends and family members of Mike Hayes. Your
Honor, also Crystal Shepherd who was the victim of the
kidnapping and who is the mother of the five-day-old

little girl that was kidnapped along with her. Your
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Honor, I believe that the victims would like to address
the Court at the proper time.

Your Honor, as you're aware, this defendant was
allowed -- Your Honor allowed the sentencing deference
so —— at his request to provide information to law
enforcement. He did provide that information to
Investigator Dill.

As we discussed earlier in chambers with defense
counsel present, the State 1s of the position that that
information was of no use 1in any way to the State, and
Investigator D111 can go into more information on that if
Your Honor would like.

Your Honor, at this time, I believe two members of
the family would like to speak. If we could have a
minute.

THE COURT: Yes. While they're coming up, can you
give me his criminal history?

MS. McDUFFIE: Your Honor, he has no craiminal adult
history. He did have several burglaries that were
dismissed prior to this incident. \

THE COURT: All raight.

Yes, ma'am, on the far right. What's your name?

VICTIM'S COUSIN: I'm sorry. My name 1s Keisha
Hayes. I'm Mike's first cousin.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Hayes, I'll be happy to hear
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from you.

THE DEFENDANT: Oh.

VICTIM'S COUSIN: Thank you.

Loving, caring, funny, kind, sweet, supportive,
helpful, determined, family centered, positive, outspoken.
I could go on and on naming so many characteraistics that
describe our family member, Michael Hayes.

We are left without him now, and we ponder and wonder
all day and night asking that familiar question: Why?
Why? Why would someone disrupt his life, bother him when
he wasn't bothering anyone else, take his life so
viciously, leaving him left to die in his own home, to
suffer? '

What must 1t have been like for him to have that
happen to him? We know he was scared. We know he fought,
but we were not there to save him, to help him the way he
would have wanted to do 1f any of his family was hurt or
needed him. /

Now, he can no longer do the gréat things that he did
in this community, like feed the homeless when there were
peo;le that didn't have any food to eat, give them a place
to stay.

He even opened up his own home to provide that for

them, give side jobs to those who didn't or couldn't get

jobs, give people rides who had no transportation to and
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from work or wherever they needed to go, 1nspire those to

make it in life, motivate others to do whatever they set

their minds to do.

A child no longer has a father; a sister lost her

brother; a mom no longer has her son. His physical body

was taken, but his spirit and memories live and we all
live with a piece of his legacy.

May God help those that committed this harsh sin and
give justice to the family that will foréver have to live

with this again and again. I ask, Your Honor, that you

please consider the maximum sentence of life for ham.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Hayes.
Yes, sir. What 1s your nameé

MR. GARY: Bobby Gary.

THE COURT: The last name is Gary?
MR. GARY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. I'll be happy to hear from you,

Mr. Gary.

MR. GARY: Thank you, Your Honor.
Two significant tragedies happened over our history

1in life: One was Cain killed Able, and when Cain killed

Able, God came to him and asked him, "Where 1s your

brother?"
He said he didn't know, and so Cain said to -- to God

then, "Well, am I my brother'é keeper?" That's the
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question I should leave out there, and another tragedy
that happened was when Jesus was offered up, and he was
betrayed and denied even though he didn't forget who did
that to -- to him, but he did forgave {[sic].

So I'm saying unto the young man, we do forgive you
as a —-- because for me to move on, I shall have to
forgive. So can I ask for the life sentence? No, Your
Honor, it's not my place to ask for that, because I went
through the same tragedy before with my cousin back 1in the
'90s when he was killed by a neighbor that lived across
the street.

How could our family move on? We forgave. So I'm
saying to the family, we don't have to forget to move on
to be able -- tb be -- have a personal relationship, what
we say, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Chris. We are going to
have to move on.

So to you, young man, I forgive.

THE DEFENDANT: Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Gary.

Take your time, Ms. Shepherd. There 1s no rush.

THE DEFENDANT: Lord, I'm sorry. I didn't mean for
them to kill that man. You know, I'm telling you the
truth.

THE GiRLFRIEND: May 16th, 2011 will be forever

remembered as the worst day of my life. ©Not a day goes by
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that I don't think about what happened that night.
Because of the choices that were made that night, my
daughter has to grow up without a father. Mikayla never
even got a chance to know who her father was.

Birthdays and holidays are supposed to be joyous
occasions, but for me, I have to take my daughter to a
cemetery to put flowers on her father's grave.

She 1s too young to understand what happened that
night, but I already dread the day when she comes home and
asks why she doesn't have a daddy. I will have to be
there to tell her what happened.

This 1s something that will never go away, and we
have to deal with that night for the rest of our lives.
Mike will not be there to see his baby graduate from
school, walk her down the aisle or just be there when his
daughter needs her dad.

She 1s a beautiful, smart little girl, looks just
like her daddy, and I know he 1s watching dowq on her
every day.

You might have came 1in that night and took him from
me, but you will never take away the love and memories I
have of him, and I will share them with her every day.

THE COURT: Thank you, Ms. Shepherd.

Anybody else, Ms. McDuffie?

MS. McDUFFIE: Not at this time, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: All rlght: Investigator Dill, could you
give me some 1nformation about what transpired or what, in
your opinion, transpired as far as the cooperation went?

INVESTIGATOR: Yes, sir. May it please the Court.

As you know, I met with Mr. Singleton and his attorney,
Mr. Kirinchic, at the office later that same day on
Monday, the 10th.

I first spoke to Mr. Singleton about this particular
case, Mr. Hayes' case. Basically, Mr. Singleton explained
to me what he says the reason that they were robbing
people was to come up with money that they owed to another
drug dealer over in Richland County.

He attempted to point the finger at others as being,
you know, the person that shot Mr. Hayes. Although,
g%rough physical evidence and corroboration of that
evidence, we can show that the shootef was actually
Mr. Singleton.

We also spoke with —-- about some information about
some narcotics things going on over 1in Richland, as well
as moving over to Kershaw County. n

I spoke with a couple of SLED agents that were
familiar with these 1individuals and this. case. That case
has already been made. Those individuals have already

been prosecuted, so that information was no longer valid.

We also spoke about another incident that he had been
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charged 1n, and he wanted to give me his side of that
story. But that case has been taken care of, as well.

THE COURT: It wasn't -- on the Richland County drug

information, 1t wasn't that the 1n£ormatlon he provided
was 1ncorrect?

INVESTIGATOR: Right. It was correct but --

THE COURT: It was just the case —-

INVESTIGATOR: The case has already been taken care
of and prosecuted.

THE COURT: Thank you.

INVESTIGATOR: Now, just some of the information
wasn't ;alld, Judge. It was factual information, but it
wasn't anything to move forward with, take care of
anything else.

THE COURT: Understood. Thank you, Investigator.

Anything else, Ms. McDuffie?

MS. McDUFFIE: Not at this time, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Kirincich?

MR. KIRINCICH: Your Honor, this has obviously been a
long process for not only the State and the victims but
also for Mr. Singleton and his family. I would }1ke to
recognize he has a number of family members here. Hais
mother and his stepfather and other family members.

Your Honor, right now Mr. Singleton 1s 26 years old.

When this was happening, Qe was 23. Law enforcement has
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THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Jackson.

THE DEFENDANT: Your Honor, I'm very sad about the
death of Mike Hayes, what happened to him. Everybody's
story, all of my codefendants, honestly, they're not
telling the truth.

I talked to JustiA/Dlll and told him the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. I don't know why he didn't
tell everything exactly the whole story to you, but
really, what happened and what was the reason that Michael
Hayes and all of these robberies took place.

(Conferring with counsel.)

(Pause) .

I'd rather tell him.

I wasn't the killer. I wasn't the shooter. TIf 1t
wasn't for me trying to stop Jerome Lewis, Jerome Lewils
was going to shoot Crystal Shepherd. He forced her to get
the keys to the car. The baby was laying on the couch.

I'm telling him, "Man, what 1s wrong with you? You got an

innocent woman and a baby. They don't have nothing to do
with these drugs. You're going to force a gun to her head
and make her show you where the car at" [sic]?

I'm already fussing at him, leave her and this baby
1in the house. He pulls the gun out on me, forces me out
of the house. Before we even go to the house, I was

scared to even go 1n the house.




60

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

483

If I didn't have to go 1in the house, he was going to

go ahead and call Valerie, my fiancee. She was the one
working for the big-time drug dealers. They were
Jamaicans.

7

They was threatening to kill my mother and my sister
if we didn't come up with the money. I got tied up and
caught up, and I don't even sell drugs. This 1s my
fiancee and Jerome Lewis. They are dealing together with
them drugs, Your Honor.

(Conferring with counsel).

(Pause) .

I want to/tell the story.

MR. STRICKLER: Tell the story.

THE DEFENDANT: Mr. Gary, thank you for forgiving me.

Ms. Crystal, thank you for forgiving her.

The family, thank you for forgiving me, but please
don't seek life on me. God knows, please give me another
chance. I've learned my lesson. Honestly, I've learned
my lesson.

I was 23 years old when all of this occurred. I
didn't even want to go in the house. My mother and my
sister's life was i1in danger. Jamaicans was going to kill
them. Jerome Lewis influenced my mind, and he threatened
that he was going to call and tell them I am not going to

come up with the money.
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I didn't want to go in that house. I didn't want to
be 1involved in none of this stuff, but at the same time,
1f I didn't have to go in the house, Jerome Lewis probably
would have killed Crystal.

It still plays 1in the back of my mind everything I
seen when we was in that bedroom, and I seen Jerome Lewis
shot Mike because Mike Lewis [sic] jumped away from Jerome
Lewis like he was trying to go for a gun that —- to save
his family.

Honestly to God, my right hand to God, I did not kill
Mike, honestly. Your Honor, I did not kill Mike, and all
my codefendants are trying to just point the finger at me,
but nobody 1s not telling the story about these Jamaicans.
Nobody is not -- they're not telling the truth. They're
lying.

I had to sit down and talk to Justin Dill in the
interrogation room, and I sat down and told him the whole
truth with the whole story and the whole,mattér, Your
Honor. I'm very sad about this man got killed, but I'm
not the killer, Your Honor.

Now, I do plead guilty. I was -- I was there. I was
there. I wasn't going to kill him. It wasn't my idea to
force Crystal Shepherd and her baby, her innocent child,
out of that house. I tried to stop all of that.

If T was caught up, Your Honor, 23 years old, I'm
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caught up 1n the middle of everything because of a girl
who I thought loved me that was 30 years old who was
working for these big-time drug dealer Jamaicans, and then
Jerome Lewlis who working with her [sic], then they got me
tied up and they're lying on me saying that I got hands in
1t when I was never selling drugs, Your Honor.

They got me caught up 1in it. They put my mother and
my little sister's life -- my little sister was ten years
old. They got my mother and my little sister's life 1in
danger because of a bunch of foolishness because they're
owing money to drug dealers. They got me tied up in the
middle of zit.

She got $19,000 missing out of her house, and they're
missing other money and got me tied up and taking me over

there to the Jamaicans one night, and they said, "You got

one week to come up with the money." He pulls the gun on
me.

I'm trying —— I'm asking him, "What 1s going on?" I
don't know nothing about this situation. She 1s lying

trying to cover herself and got me tied up in the middle
of 1t.

Now, all of my codefendants, they're getting lesser
time, and I wanted to take the 30-year plea because I know
I should have -- I tried to go to law enforcement, but

they told me that they have law enforcement working for
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them. .

The Jamaicans said, "If you go to the law, we're
going to know, and we're going to come kill your mother
and your sister, too, because we got the police working
for us."

I'm 23 years old, Your Honor. I'm scared for my
life. I don't know what to do. I don't know who to turn
to. All I have 1s God. All I have 1s God, Your Honor.

I'm 23 years old, Your Honor. I'm 23 years old going
through all of thlé nonsense, all of this foolishness,
over drugs, stuff that I don't even sell, stuff that the
guy got caught up 1into, in the middle of 1t when I should
have never got caught up and should have never been in the
middle of 1t from the beginning.

And I'm very sorry for what happened to him, but
honestly, I'm not the killer. Honestly, I'm not the
killer, but Jerome Lewis, they're putting everything on
me. I'm in the county jail. Kemo Smith, he tells me to
take the wrap for Jerome Lewlis because Jerome Lewls was
the one trying to put in all the work to come up with the
money, and you -- so I don't want to use profanity. I'm
such a so and so.

I'm scared not to -- even try to go up 1in the house
and try to help this man get this money from this man

because Jerome Lewls stated to me that he was selling

-
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cocaine and marijuana to Mike Hayes. He was selling
cocaine and marijuana to Mike Hayes.

I'm trying to figure out what is going on. So when
we get to -- when we get there, I'm scared. They're
talking about a spider bit me on the neck. I went in the
woods. Now, that was a lie.

I was scared to even go 1n the house, Your Honor. I

did not even want to go in that house. The only reason
why I went 1n the house 1s because Jerome Lewis said he
was going to call Valerie and use time and prayer. Justin
D11l knows her. That was my —-- that was my fiancee back
then. She was working for the drug dealers, still do.
He was going to call her and tell her that I'm not

even trying to help come up with the money. He already
said, "You know the Jamaicans are going to kill your mama

and sister."

I went up 1n the house. The first thing we went up
in the house. Jerome Lewis went through the door first.
I never had a gun. Jerome Lewls had the .40-Caliber

handgun. Arthur Macklin had the .380. I'm in the middle.

Jerome Lewis kicks the front door in. The facts that
they're telling you, those are not the facts. I'm not
going to sit up here and going to lie. My right hand to
God, I'm not going to lie to you, Your Honor.

When Jerome Lewls kicked that front door in, I came
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in behind him. Mike tackles him, grabs me. I have no
gun. Jerome Lewis kicked Mike Hayes upside the_head and
starts arguing with Mike Hayes. Arthur Macklin runs to
Crystal Shepherd saying that she was about to grab some
type of long rifle to protect her family.

Arthur Macklin runs up on her and tells her that,
"You don't want to do Fhat." Jerome Lewlis grabs Mike and

pulls Mike to the bedroom, and he tells me to come over to

the back.

I said, "No, man. I got to get out of here. I can't
do this."” He pulls the gun on me.

"You're going to have to come 1in here. You're
already in here. You already know what the Jamaicans 1is

going to do. You don't want me to call Valerie and tell
her that you ain't trying to help her."

So I'm scared. I'm scared for my life now because I
already know that these Jamaicans, these Jamaicans will
murder my family. These Jamaicans will murder my family.

We goes [sic] 1nto the bedroom. Mike Hayes, Mike
Hayes, he's -- he's -- he's scared. I'm scared. Jerome
Lewls 1s arguing at Mike Hayes. Mike Hayes 1s trying to
open the wvault.

Mike Hayes jumps away from the vault, away from
Jerome. Jerome shoots him. I'm still looking like, "Man,

what is you doing? He done shot this man for nothing."
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This man jumps away. He jumps away from him like he

was going for a gun. Like he was trying —-- this 1s —-- you
invaded his home. This man 1s trying to protect his
family.

Then Jerome Lewis, he goes into the front room, and
he orders Crystal Shepherd, that young lady right there,
he pulls the gun to her head and make [sic] her go get the
key, telling her he 1s going to blow her brains out if she
don't get the keys to the car so we can hurry up and get

)
on out of there.

I'm arguing with him, saying, "Man, please don't kill
her. Why 1s you going to kill her? She has nothing to do
with this." He 1s arguing and fussing at me calling me

all kind of punk this and that, da, da, da, tells me to go

get the safe.

He pulls the gun on me. "Man, go get the safe." I
grabs [sic] the safe. I come back in the front room.
Crystal, she 1s crying. I'm looking. I'm scared. The

baby 1s on the couch. I put the safe down.

I said, "Man, I can't do this, Rome. I can't do
this, Rome." So he grabs Crystal, puts the gun to her
head, tells her to get the keys. She grabs the keys.
"I'm going to blow your brains out 1f you don't hurry up
and get these keys."

So the whole time, she 1s crying. I'm telling Rome,
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"Man, why 1s [sic] you doing 1s this? Why 1s you doing
this, Rome?"

He pushes Crystal towards the door. Crystal Shepherd
goes and grébs for her child, her innocent baby on the
couch. Arthur Macklin, he still got the other gun.

Arthur Macklin grabs the rifle.

I'm standing behind Crystal and the baby. I'm
telling Rome, "Man, please leave them i1n this house, Rome.
Don't take this baby and this woman out of this house.
What 1s you [sic] going to do with them?"

"She got to go, too. She ain't going to call the
police. If i got to kill her, I got to kill her because
I'm not going to jail."

I said, "Rome, why 1s you [sic] going to do this to
her? This woman ain't did nothing to nobody. Why 1s this
woman got an innocent baby with her? Why 1s you going to
take them out there in the cold?"

Jerome Lewis goes off on me and pulls the gun on me.
So me and Crystal and the baby, we got to go out the front
door. Me and them -- Crystal Shepherd and the baby, we're
going out the door first.

Jerome Lewis and Arthur Macklin 1s behind us with the
gun. Arthur Macklin grabs the safe because I'm scared.
"Y'all put the safe down." Arthur Macklin grabs the safe.

Jerome Lewis told me and Crystal to get in the back seat
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of the car; that Crystal Shepherd gave the keys to Jerome
Lew1s.

Now, we're in the back seat of the car. The whole
time, she 1s crying on my shoulder. She 1s crying.
Arthur Macklin gives me the safe. She 1s telling me,

"Please don't let them kill me. Please don't let them

hurt me."
Jerome Lewis told her to keep her damn -- excuse me
my language. Jerome Lewis 1s telling her to keep her head

down. She 1s telling me, "Please don't let them kill me.
Please don't let them kill me."

I'm telling her, "I promise. I'm not going to let
them kill you. I'm not going to let them kill you."

Jerome Lewls 1is arguing with me, "Man, you shut up.
That's what's wrong with you. You're trying to comfort
this B. You're trying to comfort her. We got things to
do."

I said, "Man, I ain't going -- I ain't got nothlné to
do with this. Y'all -- y'all are forcing this woman out
of this house with her child. They ain't got nothing to
do with this, Rome." He's arguing with me like he 1s
about to be shoot me.

Now, he calls Quandel. Quandel comes around the
curve to meet up. We pull out of the yard. Crystal 1is

crying the whole time. I'm telling her, "I'm not going to
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let them ki1ill you. I'm not going to let them hurt you."

We goes [sic] to the dropoff spot. We goes to the
dropoff area. Now, when we get there, Curtis Drakeford
pulls up. He backs out. Jerome Lewis gets 6ut of the
car. Jerome Lewis 1s arguing something about he 1s about
to ki1ll her. He is about to kill her because they
ain't -- it ain't going down like that. He‘ls not going

to jail.

I said, "Rome, please do not kill this woman. Please
don't kill her." So he snatched the safe out of my arm
because I'm 1n the back seat of the car with her. Arthur
Macklin handed me the safe.

He snatched the safe out of my arms and put 1t in the
trunk of Curtis Drakeford's car, my first cousin. He puts
the trunk -- he puts the safe in the back seat in the
trunk of the car.

Now, Jerome Lewis got the keys. He was the driver.
Jerome Lewis was the driver. Like they said that he put
the keys on top of the car. I thought he threw the keys
in the woods, but like he said,  he put the keys on top of
the car.

The whole time I'm trying to tell her, "I'm not going
to let them kill you" or Jerome Lewls arguing with me,
"Man, hurry up and get the F up out of the car. Get the F

up out of the cgr."
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So I got up out of the car. The whole time I'm
watching him making sure that he doesn't goes ([sic] back
to shoot her.

I'm young. I'm scared, Your Honor. I don't know.
I'm caught up. I'm caught up 1n a situation where I
should have never been caught up because I meet a fiancee
who 1s a big-time drug dealer working for Jamaicans.

Jerome Lewis and Randy Lewis 1s working for her
selling drugs. This 1s my fiancee. I'm 23 yearé old.
She 1s 30 years le. I love her. She has three babies.
Take this to Jerome Lewis then.

Where we lived at, right there i1n Shepherd Acres.
Where we lived at, Jerome Lewls and Randy Lewis lived like
just right around the corner. "Take this around there to

/
them."

So I'm thinking 1t's nothing. You're not going to
tie me up into this drugs [sic] and these money. You're
not going to tie me up 1in it. I'll take this to her.
Just drop this off to me. I'm coming right back home .
I'm coming right back home because I worked with my
father. I do carpentry work. I do roofing. I done
worked with Bob. I done worked with Bob Baker.

He -- 1f he was hgre, he would tell you, I work. I

does [sic] a lot of work. I do side work working with my

father. I works ({sic]. I'm not no drug dealer, Your
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Honor.

I got caught up with drug dealing with a fiancee who
was a big time drug dealer. I got caught up, and they're
putting me 1in the middle of all of this. They're putting
me 1n the middle of the whole situation instead of she
owning up to what her and Jerome Lewis and Randy Lewis 1s
doing, she puts all the blame on me and takes me over

there to the Jamaican and tells them that I'm responsible

/
for this and that with the drugs, me, Jerome Lewis, Randy

Lewis when the whole time, she 1s responsible for all of

this.

I don't deal drugs. I don't sell no drugs, but
you're lying on me. I'm supposed to be your husband one
day. You're lying on me telling me that -- telling the

Jamaicans that I'm the one who messed up all of the drugs
and the money when I'm not even a drug dealer.

I work for a living. I learned my lesson from
Juvenile custody. Like my mother said, she sent me there
for my little wrongdoing, acting up i1in school, violating a
little probation. I was sent to a marine institution. I
was sent to a marine institution. I graduated the
program. -I did good. I went back to school. I worked.

Then I ~-- I come back from Sumter. I met Valerie
Turner. I met her. Then I get tied up into a bunch of

foolishness. I get tied up into a bunch of foolishness,
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23 years old.

I've learned my lesson. I just pray to God and pray
for forgiveness from y'all.

Y'all, please forgive me for what I've done because
I'm not no killer. I'm not no killer, but the
codefendants, they're trying to put all of the blame on
me. They're not sitting back telilng law enforcement the
story about the Jamaicans. They're not telling them
nothing.

They're just sitting back telling a bunch of lies
about how I got bit by a spider and everything. That's a
lie. I was scared to even go 1in the house. I didn't even
want to go 1in the house.

The only reason why I went in the house, because
Jerome Lewis said he was going to call Valerie and tell
her that I'm not trying to help them come up with the
money. Out of all the robberies the whole week, that was
the first robbery that I went onto.

I didn't rob Robert Cash. Arthur Macklin and Jerome
Lewls robbed Robert Cash. Randy Lewis, he put them up to
1t because my god brother, Michael Smith -- God bless his
soul. He got killed on 521, McDonald's. He got killed.
His mother, Joley Smith, she used to work at Plums where
Robert Cash used to work. Robert Cash owned.

/

They were supposed to have been robbed that place
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because Marcelious is jealous, Joley's husband, he told
Randy about the situation about the robbery. Now, when
he -- Randy, they never did the robbery, so Randy Lewis
told Jerome Lewis and Arthur Macklin about i1t. They went
and robbed Robert Cash that night.

I never was there. That night that happened, I was
at my cousin, Terry Jackson's house, Sabrina's brother in
the wheelchair. Randy Lewis came there that next day --
well, that same night. He came there that same night,
late that night, and told me and my cousin, Terry
Jackson -- if he was here, he would verify this, that
Randy Lewis came there and told us that the police was at
his house. They got the dogs and everything there.

He stays the night there, and that next morning, he
goes back to his house. He comes back and tells us that
the police then tore his house apart looking for guns and
loéklng for bullets and looking for everything. He came
back and told us what all was missing out of his house.

He tells me then about they done got the shoes; that
they had got the wrong shoes. They got the wrong —-
Jerome, 1t's Rome. I call him Rome. They came him
Sticky. They got the shoes out of the front room. He
said that was Rome's room because Rome be wearing [sic]
those shoes. He was wearing those shoes on different

things he goes onto and stuff like that, on different
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robberies and stuff. So he -- Randy say [sic] they
probably done took that in for evidence to see what -- to
see what 1s what.

Now, when I go through my motion of discovery, Your
Honor, I find out, they charged me with possession of a
.40-Caliber pistol the day I turned myself 1in.

My fingerprints 1s not e;;n on the .40-Caliber, but
I'm supposed to be the killer. I supposed to be the
killer, but I find out my fingerpraints 1s not even on this
murder weapon.

Then I'm sitting back telling Justin Dill the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, but I'm still supposed to
be the killer. ©Now, I was wrong for going i1n there. Yes,
I was wrong for going 1in there.

I should have went to the police and told them about
these Jamaicans and all of this situation. The only
reason why I didn't go because Valerie and the Jamaicans
told me that they got the police working for them. "If
you go to the police, we are going to know, and you --
we're going to k11l you and your mother and your little
sister."

My little sister was ten years old then, Your Honor.
I feared for my sister's life, my mother's life, and my

life. I'm scared. I'm 23 years old. I don't- know what

to do. I don't know who to turn to.
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Jerome ﬁers, them are way older than me. I can't
say he —-- he put a gun to my head and made me go 1in the
house. He didn't put a gun to my head and made me go in
the house, but he pointed a gun at me a couple of times
when I was 1in that house when I was trying to stop him
from ki1lling Crystal Shepherd because she was crying so
much, not going, gett;ng the kids and doing this, doing
that. I'm trying to stop him from hurting her.

He 1s forcing them out of the house and all of this,
a bunch of foolishness, but I supposed to be [sic] the bad
guy. I have a heart. I have a heart, Your Honor. I have
a little sister. I wouldn't want nobody to put no gun to
my little sister's head, put no gun to my mother's head
and force them around the house and make them do what they
want them to do and threaten to kill them and blow thear
brains out.

I wouldn't want nobody to do that to my family, so
why should I just sit back and just let this man blow her
brains out 1instead of talking to him and try to save her
life? Do you get what I'm trying to say, Your Honor?

But I'm supposed to be the bad guy. I'm supposed to
be the bad guy, but my codefendants, they're not sitting
back telling everybody the truth. I tried to talk to
Brett Perry and to law enforcement.

They say they already had the story, but you was
J y
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supposed to get my side of the story. I wanted to take
the 30c-year plea day for day because I know I went 1n that
house. I wanted to take a plea, 30 years day for day, to
wrap everything up, to live -- to learn from my mistake
and come on home to my family. At least I -- at least I
can see my little sister again. At least I can see my
little sister again, Your Honor.

But now, 1t's all up to you and God. I just pray
that the Lord, Heavenly Father, tenders, fenders the
family's heart, my family's heart, your family's heart,
all the -- the Court's, everybody's heart, to please give
me another chance. I've learned my lesson.

This right here really taught me a valuable lesson.
Watch who you be around. Watch different females, who you
be with. Everybody who you think you can trust, you can't
trust. The only person you can trust 1s God. That's the
only person you can trust.

Every night I get on my knees and I pray. Every
night, I get on my knees, and I pray, Your Honor, to
forgive me for my sin and what has happened to that man,
Michael Hayes. I pray every night, Your Honor.

Now, my little cou81n; Mi1ll Mill (phonetic), her son,
that's Michael Hayes' son. He 1s not even mad at me
because my little cousin know [sic] I'm not the killer. I

tried to call my family and tell haim that I apologize for
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what happened, but see, he's too young. He doesn't really
understand about the whole situation.

He doesn't really understand about the whole
situation, but I still got to look at mf little cousin's
face and explain to him what happened and what tookspired
[sic] because one day, he want to know what happened to
his father and why his own cousin was 1nvolved into that
situation.

He wants to know it. He 1s going to wants [sic] to
know this, so I got to man up and tell him the truth, just
like I'm telling the family and I'm telling the' courts the
truth, that what really happened and what really was the
whole situation about. /

I can —— I put my right hand on the Bible, but
everything up here I'm saying 1s the truth, but my
codefendants, they're lying. They're not telling the law
enforcement about the Jamaicans and the big cartel and
everything. They're leaving everything out.

Jerome Lewis ain't telling about how he put that gun
to that woman's head right there and forced her and
threatened to blow her brains out. He is not telling all
of this, but everybody done put the finger on me.

I'm 1n the county jail. They're telling me that
they're going to kill me when I go to prison with them.

Other codefendants with them on other cases, Randy Lewis

s

/
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talked to them because you can have -- they have cell
phones 1n prison. Inmates have cell phones 1in prison.
Randy Lewis told me about my other codefendants that
they said they're going to kill me when I go to prison.
They want me to take the wrap, the Jamaican Kemo, he
wanted me to take the wrap for Jerome Lewls because Jerome
Lewis 1s putting in all of the work trying to help them

come up with the money.

N
I

I'm not going to take the wrap for a man who I didn't
klllz God, God Almighty know [sic] I didn’'t kill thzis
man. I was there. Yes, I was there, but I wasn't the one
that pulled that trigger.

Jerome Lewilis pulled that trigger, but 1t's me against
the world. 1It's me against my codefendants. My own
cousin, Curtis Drakeford, knows that's a lie. How 1s you
[sic] going to sit back‘and say I told you I killed this
man, but I'm in front of y'all telling y'all the truth.

Why Curtis Drakeford ain't told them about the
Jamaicans, how I used to ask him, "Cuz, let me borrow some
money so I can\help pay this off" and do this and do that
to try to clear myself.

He even tried to help me come up with the money, but
he couldn't do but so much as -- the little job he had,
and the little money I had, we got -- he tried to help me

but he couldn't help me.
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Now, when I was 1in the county jail talking to my
lawyer -- my lawyer verified this. We were sitting down
going over the video clippings of what everybody was
saying.

He comes to the door, and I tells him, "Man, how 1is
you going to do me like this? Why is you lying. Is you
scared of Jerome Lewis?"

He said no, he ain't scared of Jerome Lewis. I said,
"Well, why 1s you trying to cover up for him?"

Now, Randy Lewis, Mike Lewis and all of them --
Jerome Lewis is their cousin. Why sure, they don't want

their cousin to do prison. They want to cover up for

their own cousin. They want to cover up for their cousin.
Brother Lewis 1s Jerome Lewis' own grandfather. I
wlsh he was here. He even told me on the phone, he said,
"I know you're not the killer." He knows hlg grandson.
Jerome Lewis is a robber. Jerome Lewls got a record.
Jerome Lewis is a known drug dealer. I'm not no known
drug dealer. I'm not no drug dealer. I work. Plenty of

people wi1ill tell you I work. I'm not a drug dealer. I'm
not a bad guy. Yes, I made mistakes, and I pray that God
Almighty forgives me for those mistakes I made, but I
don't have to be in prison for the rest of my life for
them, for those mistakes. I can at least be forgiven.

I pray that y'all will please forgive me and give me
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another chance. I wanted to take the 30 years day for
day. I -- honestly, I did want to take 1it, put I felt 1t
wasn't right that I take 30 years day for day, day for
day, 30 years day for day. I know I'm coming home one
day .
J

I pray to God that my mother, that she will still be
living. I know my little sister, she might be still
living because she would have been 40 years old when I
come home. My mother might be 80. 1I'll be 53 years old
when I come home 1f I had to take 30 years day for day
when Mr. Brent [sic] Perry right there, Mr. Brent Perry
wanted to wrap everything up. He wanted to wrap
everything up for 30 years day for day. I wanted to do
that, but I said, "Let me tell you my side of the story.
It's not right for me to take 30 years day for day, but
Jerome Lewis and the rest of these guys, they're telling
you a bunch of lies, and they're getting lesser time than
me. They're getting 20 years. I got to do 30 years day
for day. I'm willing to take 30 years day for day for my
wrongdoing, but Jerome Lewis and them gets 20 years, and
Jerome Lewls was the man who shot and killed this woman's
child, this woman's husband? He put a gun to her head and
forced her and her baby out of the house, and I'm trying
to stop him. And he gets lesser time? Instead of all my

codefendants getting 30 years day for day because all of
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us was wrong, but everybody gets lesser time than me? I
got to take the wrap? The Jamaican telling me I got to
take the wrap for Jerome Lewis because he 1s putting in
all of the work?"

I told Justin Dill about this. I don't know why he
ain't sitting back there standing up and just told the
whole truth and let you see the video clipping when I was
1in the interrogation room about what -- about what was
saird about the whole situation.

I don't know why he didn't stand up, and he just said
about the whole situation to get it all on record, but I'm
going to stand up here and I'm going to tell the truth on
record.

I'm not going to lie to you, Your Honor, because when
you come 1nto court, you swear your right hand to God, and
God 1s my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I'm not going to
si1t here and lie. I'm going to tell you the truth.

Honest to God, I'm very sad, and I'm sorry about that
man's life getting taken. I was young. I was caught up
with the wrong people at the wrong time and a bunch of
foolishness and a bunch of foolishness that never shoulq
have happened.

I was scared. I didn't even want to go in the house.
The only reason why I went in the house, because this man

was going to call my fiancee and tell her and them
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Jamaicans that I'm not trying to help come up with the
money, because I'm not trying to help come up with all of
that money. Where am I going to get 20-some-thousand
dollars from? Where am I going to get that i1n one week?

And that was the first robbery I've been on. Honest
to God, that was the first robbery I've been on. They had
all of that week that robbing spree. That was the first
robbery I'd been on.

They ain't telling about Arthur Macklin and them when
they robbed the Mexicans, when they went in the house and
they broke i1in the Mexican's house and they robbed them,
tied them up and do all of this. They're not telling
everybody the truth.

I'm willaing to sit down and tell law enforcement the
truth about the whole situation what's going on, but my
codefendants, they're leaving out bits and pleceé.

They're trying to cover theirself [sic].

I'm not trying to cover nobody. I'm trying to tell
the truth. Because like -- just like everybody says, "God
knows the truth will set you free." I'm not going to sit
back and lie no more, but it's not right for me to have to
take the blame for a murder, for shooting a person, when I
didn't even pull the triggér, when I didn't even have a
gun.

I'm trying to stop this man from killing these
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people, but I don't have a gun. I supposed to have a gun
and supposed to kill these people, everybody pointing the
finger at me talking about I'm the killer. I'm not no
killer, Your Honor. My right hand to God, I'm not no
Elller. I'm not a cold-blooded killer. 1I'm not a robber.
I'm not a drug dealer, but everybody 1s trying to point
the finger at me and make me look bad, but I'm the only
first one to toock the plea because I know 1f I go to trial
what's going to happen. Everybody going to get up there
and lie. Everybody 1s going to lie.

Brian Evans, I thought I could trust him. Brian
Evans done told me that Jerome Lewis said that he got a
cold case; that he did this; that he did that thinking you
-- they was going to come to testify and tell the truth.

Nobody wants to tell the truth. Everybody wants to
turn the stories around and said I said this and I said
that, but I already done told them the truth. I put
myself at the crime scene, told them the truth.

I'm not leaving out nothing. I'm letting them know
about the drug cartel and everything. I'm letting them
know abou% the night I went to the restaurant, and they
told me I had one week when the Jamaican pulled the gun
out, put 1t to my head and told me I got one week.

I'm begging for my life, but I supposed [si1ic] to be

the killer. I supposed to be the big time drug dealer
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when I'm not none ¢of this. I'm only 23 years old.

All of my codefendants are older than me. All of my
codefendants are older than me, so the youngest one, 23
years old and you got a man 30-something years old.\ You
got other codefendants, 26, 28, 29, but you got a
23-year-old young man. He 1s supposed to be the killer?
He is supposed to pull the man to the back room and put a
gun to his head and shoot him up?

This 23-year-old man is supposed to grab this
innocent woman and put a gun to her head and force her and
tell her, "Get the keys or else?" This 23—§ear—old young
man? But I supposed [sic] to be the killer. I'm not no
killer, and I'm telling the family I'm not no killer.
Honestly, I'm not no killer.

Please forgive me. Please forgive me. Every night I
wake up. I have nightmares about that incident. The rest
_of them codefendants, they don't -- they don't care. They
don't have no sympathy.

When the day I came in here to éake the plea, I
wanted to talk to the family, but I wasn't allowed to talk
to the family, but now, I'm 1n here begging for your
sympathy, begging for your forgiveness.

Where is the mother to Michael Hayes?

MS. McDUFFIE: Your Honor, we ask that he direct his

comments to the Court.
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THE COURT: You need to talk to me.

THE DEFENDANT: Sorry, Your Honor.

Forgive me. Please forgive me.

THE COURT: All right.

THE DEFENDANT: Please show mercy upon my soul.

THE COURT: All right. Raise your right hand.

FRANK SINGLETON, after being duly
sworn, testified as follows:

THE COURT: Do you admit or do you deny that you
actively participated in the murder of Michael Hayes?

THE DEFENDANT: I was there.

THE COURT: Do you admit or do you deny that you
actively participated in the murder of Michael Hayes?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I participated.

THE COURT: Do you admit or do you deny that you
actively participated in the burglary first degree that
occurred in Kershaw County on or about May 1lé6th, 201172

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, Sl;.

THE COURT: Do you admit or do you deny that you
participated in an armed robbery on or about May 1lé6th
of 2011 involving Michael Hayes?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you admit or do you deny that you
actively participated 1in the kidnapping of Crystal

Shepherd and a five year old -- a five-day-old child in
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Kershaw County on or about May léth of 20117

(Pause.) |

THE DEFENDANT: I didn't force them.

(Pause.)

I plead to the hand of one, hand‘of all, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you admit or do you deny that you
actively partlélpated 1in the kidnapping of Crystal
Shepherd and a five-day-old child?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And by saying, "Yes, sir," are you
agreeing with me that you admit -- are you agreeing that
you admit to actively participating in those crimes?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right.

Anything further, Mr. Straickler?

MR. STRICKLER: I have a few things, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. 1I'll be happy to hear from you.

MR. STRICKLER: First of al&, si1r, lest 1t be lost,
have to convey sincere apologies to the family of Mr.
Hayes. No one deserves to have that happen to them.

Similarly, no one wants to see their loved one spend
the rest of their life 1in prison, so while 1t's trite, 1t
1s true that the tragedy encompasses everyone in the

courtroom.

What I'd like to bring to the court -- or just to

I




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

75

87

summarize for the Court is that Jerome Lewis, who my
understanding 1s a Blood, 1s the main problem here as far
as Mr. Singleton proceeding earlier in disposing of this
case. He 1s substantially older than Frank, and as you've
heard, 1t was a motivating factor in this as far as Frank
1s concerned.

The story about Jamaicans, one could discount, though
that was something that Mr. Kirincich had information
about independent of this case, part of what they talked
with the police about earlier this week, and surprisingly,
we heard from Mr. Drakeford regarding exactly that.

So perhaps you make this part of that. What you have
heard 1s Frank saying that he participated in the hand of
one, hand of all, accomplice liability and perhaps he
acted under duress. So duress 1in this particular
situation doesn't get him any help in this situation.

I -- I would say to you additionally that as far as
the facts in the case -- the links to Mr. Singleton as the
person who fired a gun in this case come from the
codefendants.

The forensic evidence doesn't say one way or the
other. It certainly says a weapon was fired. Which
weapon 1t was, his hand involved 1n 1t comes from the
testimony of the codefendants.

I would also submit that Frank has taken the first
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step to rehabilitation which is admitting to his
involvement in this matter and goes back to what
Mr. Kirincich said earlier.

So I would join the requests ofﬁothers before you
asking for your mercy in this matter purely as an act of
mercy. I would also just bring to the Court's attention,
I submit that there should be no sentence imposed on the
counts of kidnapping in this matter just as a matter of
law.

THE COURT: Now, say that last line again.

MR. STRICKLER: The Court should impose no sentence
as to the two counts of kidnapping. The plea 1s entered.
No sentence should be imposed.

In that regard, I just refer to 16-3-910, the )
kidnapping statute which says that the penalty must be
imprisonment for a perirod not to exceed 30 years, unless
the sentence for murder as provided in 16-3-20, he is
being sentenced today for murder as provided in 16-3-20.

There is a huge body of case law to the effect that no

sentence is imposed for kidnapping under those

circumstances.
I'd cite Owens v. State, 503 S.E.2d, 6--- 462, a '98
case and just read it briefly, Your Honor. "The Court has

summarily vacated life sentences for kidnapping when the

defendant received a concurrent sentence under the murder
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statute." It then goes on to cite about a dozen cases 1in
that regard. This took'place -- this case took place
afker the sentence was changed from a life sentence to 30
years maximum.

The Court also notes, "Effective June 5th, '90/'91,
the penalty for kidnapping was reduced to a maximum period
of 30 years imprisonment. The prohibition against
concurrent sentences for murder and kidnapping was
retained.”

So to my knowledge, there 1s no case law which
authorizes this court to impose a sentence for kidnapping
when it 1s imposed -- 1t is concurrent to a sentence
i1mposed for a murder.

THE COURT: Well, wouldn't that be if the victims
were the same?

MR. STRICKLER: Well...

THE COURT: I mean, 1f the kidnapping charge was on
Mr. Hayes --

MR. STRICKLER: I understand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: -- that's one thing, but the kidnapping
charge 1s on Ms. Shepherd and the child. So I guess --
now I'm not reading the statute as you're sitting here
gquoting 1t to me -- and I'm not saying that you're quoting

it wrong but --

MR. STRICKLER: Yes, sir. That's the very thought I
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was going over 1n my mind as I drove over here this
morning. I'm unaware of any cases that directly address
that. I could be wrong. I'm not aware of any cases that

address 1t.

THE COURT: Well, under statutory construction, the
kidnapping éffenses would both be separate offenses,
separate and distinct from the murder charge upon Mr.
Hayes because they involve different victims. Therefore,
they involve different elements. Therefore, they are --
actually, the kidnappings 1n and of themselves are
separate and disklnct from each other because of the
different victims within.

So what you're telling me 1s that there's no case law
on point on that in this state?

MR. STRICKLER: Not that I'm aware of, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. STRICKLER: It was ——

THE COURT: In the case that you quoted me, was the
murder victim and the kidnapping victim --

MR. STRICKLER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- the same person?

MR. STRICKLER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. STRICKLER: The 1ssue before the Court was

petitioner —-- and that's the case. That situation was one

o
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1in the same person as far as both the murder and the
kidnapping.

The 1ssue, as the Court frames 1t, he contends the
kidnapping statute prohibits concurrent life sentences
where a defendant is also convicted of a murder which
occurs during the commission of the kidnapping. We agree,
okay.

The statute, I don't know what 1t says, so I'm just
putting that on the record at this point 1in time.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. STRICKLER: And I can make 1t bad law later on.

THE COURT: Thank you.

What else, Mr. Straickler?

MR. STRICKLER: Nothing; no, sir.

?HE COURT: Okay.

Do you want to respond to that, Ms. Campbell?

MS. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, 1f I could just respond to
some of the assertions made by Mr. Singleton during his
account of things.

At the time that he was arrested, he did give a
statement to police which we were not intending to offer
in our case in chief, however, we would have used for
impeachment should Mr. Singleton have testaified.

At that point, Your Honor, 1t's my understanding 1in

that statement that he blamed not the Jamaicans but the

e
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Bloods. He indicated that he was a Crip and that the
Bloods were the ones that were around him.

In that same statement, he also did his best to
distance himself from his own nickname of May May
(phonetic) because that was how he was referred to by the
codefendants in that case.

So at that point —-- the first time we've ever heard
anything about any Jamaicans was Monday of this week,
three years later.

He also indicated that he 1s the youngest one, and he
didn't know any better. He 1s the one that actually
recruited his own cousin, Mr. Drakeford, who was the
youngest one. He 1s younger than this young man by two
years.

Also Mr. Drakeford, who had his allegiance -- he just
met Mr. Lewis, I believe right around the time o? this
robbery. His allegiance would be to his cousin. However,
Mr. Drakeford in his statements to us 1ndicated that the
defendant admitted to him he was the shooter.

So any allegiance or any bias or prejudice would be
there for Mr. Drakeford, i1t would be there towards, for
this defendant.

In his version, Your Honor -- and I double checked
with the victim 1in this case with the surviving victaim,

Ms. Shepherd. His version of how he was the victim in
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this case, how he was just made to do this,‘how the gun
was put to his head, how he was begging for this wvictim's
life 1s totally contradicted by any testimony she would
have given. It simply did not happen that way.

Your Honor, we would submit she would be more
credible. The other thing I would point out, Your Honor,
1s that during the course of this, he did recruit his
friend, Mr. anes, to get him to lie for him.

Your Honor, as far as -- I would just noge that the
shoes were recovered from both Mr. Lewis and I believe
Mr. Macklin, as well as this defendant. The .40-Caliber
gun that was used in this case was recovered with his
shoes which would have matched the shoe print that was on
the front door. They kicked in that door. That's all we
have.

THE COURT: What's your position on this kidnapping
thing?

MS. CAMPBELL: Your Honor, we agree with your
assessment. I would -- I understand what Mr. Strickler
was talking about as far as 1f 1t's the same victim.
However, Your Honor, these are distinct offenses. It's a
separate crime with separate victaims.

There is no similarity, because I believe 1f you look
at the reasoning in those cases, it's because it's the

same set of events on this person.
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If you would give me a few minutes, Your-Honor, I'1ll
be glad to -- I would be glad to have Ms. McDuffie look
into 1t.

THE DEFENDANT: I'll tell you something else.

(Pause.)

(Conferring with attorneys.)

(There was no response).

THE COURT: I just wanted to make sure the footnote
1s correct.

All right. While she 1s pulling that up, let me say
this. This hearing 1s about to adjourn. We're not going
to take a break. We've been going now for a 51gn£f1cant
period of time, and I'm sure the court reporter 1s past
her breaking point of doing things to the best of her
abilaity. -

I'm about to render a sentence in this case, and 1f
you cannot control yourself when I do this, then ' now 1s
your free pass to exit the courtroom now.

I'm saying that very seriously. I understand people
are emotional. I understand that people are upset
regardless of which side of this courtroom that you sit
on, but this court will not tolerate anything beyond
crying.

This is a very sad day. This 1s a sad day regardless

of which side of this courtroom that you sit on. So if
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you cannot control yourself -- and I mean this
seriously —-- you need to exit the courtroom now. Somebody
can tell you what happened, but 1f there's going to be
anything beyond people crying, you need to leave now.

If you do not, you will be spending the rest of the
day, at least, at the Kershaw County Detention Center.

(There was no response.)

Okay. First thing, first and foremost, the sentences
in all of these cases is going to be concurrent.
Secondly, the sentences in all these cases, Mr. Singleton,
1s going to be given credit for his time served.

Do you have a calculation on that, Mr. Kirincich?

MR. KIRINCICH: No, Your Honor. We can run it from
May 17th, 2011. That would be accurate.

THE COURT: Okay. Is that the date that he was
arrested?

MS. McDUFFIE: It was, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. So I'm going to put on here
May 17th, 2011 for the purposes of that calculation. And
last, before I render sentence, Mr. Singleton, you are not
allowed to have any contact with any of the members of
Mr. Hayes' family.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: One thing I will tell you, Mr. Singleton,

that I did not advise you on Monday, but I do need to
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advise you at this point that 1f you wish to appeal the
pleé and sentence of this Court, that you have ten days
from today to do so. Do you understand that right?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: If you choose to file an appeal 1in this
case, 1t must be filed with this Court directly. Do you
understand that? .

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The sentencing on the kidnapping, both
counts, the armed robbery, and the burglary in the first
degree 1s all of the sentences -- that Mr. Singleton be
committed to the State Department of éorrectlons for a
determinate term of 30 years.

On the murder cha?ge, the sentence of the State of
South Carolina vs. Frank Terrance Singleton, III, the
sentence of this Court 1is that you be committed to the
State Department of Corrections for a period of 50 years.
They're all to be run concurrent, credit for time served.
Godd luck to you.

Court i1s in recess.

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded.)
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT

)
COUNTY OF KERSHAW )

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on MAY 1(5, 2013, the

Grand Jurors of Kershaw County present upon their oath:

MURDER

That Frank Terrance Singléton Il did in Kershaw County, on or about May
16, 2011, wilifully, feloniously, and intentionally kill the victim, MICHAEL
HAYES, with malice aforethought, either express or implied, by means of
gunshot wound, and the victim did die as a proximate result thereof all in

violation of Section 16-03-0010, S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

Do)

DAN JOHNSON,”SOLICITOR
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Frank Terrance Singleton III ) A/WH:  M099333
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OUTH CAROLINA
STATE OF SOUTH CEROLINA) INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF KERSHAW )
At a Court of General Sessions, convened on MAY 15, 2013, the

Grand Jurors of Kershaw County present upon their oath:

|

| ARMED ROBBERY
. 'That Frank Terrance Singleton III did.in Kershaw County on or about May 16, -
2011, commit robbery by feloniously taking from the person or presence of
MICHAEL HAYES, by means of force or intimidation, goods or monies of
MICHAEL HAYES, such goods or monies being described as US Currency
and/or safe and/or conents of safe, with the intent to deprive the owner
permanently of such property, while armed with a pistol, dirk, slingshot, metal
knuckles, razor, or other deadly weapon, or while alleging, either by actions or
words, that he or she was armed while using a representation of a deadly weapon
or any object which a person present during the commission of the robbery
reasonably believed to be a deadly weapon. Allin violation of §16-11-330(A), SC

Code of Laws (1976, as amended)

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

I

D)

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) :
| ) INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF KERSHAW )

At a Court :of General Sessions, convened on MAY 15, 2013, the Grand

Jurors of Kershav'v County present upon their oath:

; BURGLARY, 15T DEGREE

That Frank Terran;ce Singleton II did in Kershaw County on or about May 16, 2011,
enter the dwelﬁné of MICHAEL HAYES located 2t [ NG
without consent al;.d with the intent to commit a crime therein and when, in effecting
entry or while in the dwelling or in immediate flight, the defendant was armed with a
deadly weapon amiilor entry or remaining occurred during the hours of darkness and/or
caused injury to ai nonparticipant in the crime and/or uses or threatens the use of a
_ dangerous instrumfent and/or displays what is or appears to be a knife, pistol, revolver,
rifle, shotgun, maciaine gun, or other firearm, all in violation of Section 16-11-0311(A),
Code of Laws of Sé)uth Carolina, 1976, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in

! .
such case made and provided.
|

|

D

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR




" Amended

WITNESSES DOCKET NO. 2013-GS-28-0254

After being fully advised as to my
legal rights, | hereby waive presentment

. . to the Grand Jury.
(S) Christopher Phillips — Kershaw The State of South Carolina
Countv Shariff
County of Defendant
Kershaw

hereby appear in my own proper person and plead
guilty to the within indictment or to

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER og . Y TERM 2013
: Defendant
M099334
THE"Ss'l.'ATE Witness:
. C.C.C.PLS. AND G.S.
ACTION OF GRAND JURY

TRU E BELL Frank Terrance Singleton Ili

= 2 o
. %es 5 L
/ L= / %&é @ =
“Foreperson of Gpénd Jury, é"; » a9
O
Date: PRI =
Cos > D
ﬁcz X m
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AMENDED Ho & D
Indictment for (3] - 9
BURGLARY 1ST DEGREE

SC Code: 16-11-0311
CDR Code: 0079

aoreperson of Petit Jury
ate.

ol
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS . 1 O 5
COUNTY OF Kershaw g
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2013-GS-28-0255
Frank Terrance §ingleton m y  A/WH _M099335
. AKA: y  Dateof Offense: _5/16/2011

Race: %_Sex M 26 ) S.C Code § :_16-03-0910
DOB: SS#: — ) CDR Code#: _ 0095
Address: ) . -
City,State,Zip:  Camden, SC 290200000
DL | SIDF: ; SENTENCE SHEET
*CDL Yes[[] No[] CMV Yes[] No[] Hazmat Yes[] No[]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was (1 CONVICTED OF or XIPLEADS
TO: Kidnapping / Kidnapping :

inviolationof § 16-03-0910 , of the S C. Cogeé of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0095 '

[7] NON-VIOLENT [&¥ VIOLENT [JSERIOUS OST SERIOUS  {T]Mandatory GPS(CSC (08172545

w/minor 1st or Lewd Act) :
The charge is B’As Indicted, [ JLesser Included Offense, [ |Defendant Watves Presentment to Grand Jury (defendant's initials)
I'he pleas: [3"Without Negotiations-or Recommendation, [J Negotiated Sentence, [] Recommendation by the State.
ATTEST: ¢ |
i nencre. . Ta? e zp0y

() DomrBres SC Bar# Defenda UAttomey for Defendant C Barif
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the E State Department of Corrections, [ ] County Detention C:Entcr,
for a determinate term of 3 O duysia , [] under the Youthful Offender Act notto exceed = years
and/or to pay a fine of T e— - provxded that upon the service of — days/months/years and/or payment

of$ - ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for — {
- ) . I
months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference. 1

CONCURRENT or {7] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: |

The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40to be calculated and apphed
by the State Departmeiit of Corrections. ey 7. votr
"] The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to,S C. Code §17-25-135. |

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for.a person convicted of a violation of Section 16:25-20 or 16-25-65 (Cx‘%minal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition.

, SPECIAL CONDITIONS:. g
[CJRESTITUTION: [] Deferred {] Def. Waives Hearing [JOrdered PTUP ;
Total: § _ plus 20% fee: $ days/hours Public Service Employment?
Payment Terms: Obtain GED 0
7] Setby SCDPPPS ‘ Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp.

— May serve W/E begining L
Recipient: : Substance Abuse Counseling’ ] E
*Fine: , $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing O f
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments'107 5 %) L S .. P Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) swoe § J/)g) (O pmts. of § _ beginning ?
§14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) _ $100 § = . ) ) ;
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) rog12 3 paid to Public Defender Fund ;
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) L $25 S Other:

Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) : $500 $ R R : ..

§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Fundmg) ~ © $25 § o] G OU NC ponted it Vieden

§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) ©o8150 "% ’ |

§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $ k

§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) ' $40/ea  § ™ e [ Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, |

Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) 35 $ D, N 8 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk 1

3%to0 County (if paid in mstallments) $§ R 99H during probation: i

TOTAL S 13395, ‘B / 7
) * Presiding Judge . . S

Clerk of Court/ D: ) ‘ >77 W Judge Code: 27

Court Reporter: ; Sentence Date: 3/ r6//cs '

SCCA/217 (03/2011) SENBMING = / 12 /2 0ly

OV e oot
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STATE OF SOYTH.CAROLINA) AMENDED

T . )
COUNTY OF KERSHAW_, _ ) INDICTMENT

- ww
R T
it

~n o~

NP DA Ty
At a Court of General Sessions, convened on MAY 15, 2013, the

Grand Jurors of Kershaw County present upon their oath:

KIDNAPPING

That Frank Terrance Singleton 1l did in Kershaw County on or about May
16, 2011, unlawfully seize, confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry
away one CRYSTAL SHEPPARD, without authority of law, in violation of

Section 16-03-0910, S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended

\

Against the peace and dignity of the State, énd contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

D.__§__
DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR

el
~
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o WITNESSES
-

(S) Christopher Phillips — Kershaw
Countv Sheriff

—

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

M099335

e c———
e p————

———a———

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

TRUE BILL

Forepérson of Gran
Date:

i [N 19 2018

VERDICT

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date’

DOCKET NO. 2013-GS-28-0255

The State of South Carolina
County of

Kershaw

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

MAY TERM 2013
K96

THE STATE
vs.

Frank Terrance Singleton Il

AMENDED
Indictment for
KIDNAPPING

SC Code: 16-03-0910
CDR Code: 0095

After being fully advised as to my

legal rights, | hereby waive presentment
to the Grand Jury.

Defendant

hereby appear in my own proper person and plead
guilty to the within indictment or to

Defendant

Witness:

C.C.C. PLS. AND G.S.
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s1{38OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF Kershaw ;
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: ___2013-GS-28-0256
Frank Terrance Singleton III y  A/WH# _M099336
AKA: ) Date of Offense: 5/16/2011
Race: BLACK Sex: M . Age: 26 y SCCode §: 16-03-0910
DOB: SS#: )  CDRCode#: _ 0095
' Address: )
City,State,Zip: _Camden, SC 290200000 ) SENTENCE SHEET
DL# SID#: )
*CDL Yes[] No[]] CMV Yes[] No[] Hazmat Yes[]J No[]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was {7 CONVICTED OF or XIPLEADS
TO: Kidnapping / Kidnapping
inviolationof § 16-03-0910 of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0095 .
[J NON-VIOLENT [} VIOLENT [OJSERIOUS OST SERIOUS  [JMandatory GPS(CSC [08§17-25-45
w/minor 1st or Lewd Act)
The charge is. []/As Indicted, [TJLesser Included Offense, [ ]Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant’s initials)
Thepleais:  [JWithout Negotiations or Recommendation, (3 Negotiated Sentence, [ ] Recommendation by the State.
: i’
RSN e I3 C— __ GeBV2.
Perar BNt SC Bar# Defendpdt ttorney for Defendant SC Bar#
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the Xsme Department of Corrections, [] County Detention Center,
fora determinate term of 3 &  diypoirmmbifyearsdr [ underthe Youthful Offender Act notto exceed =  years
and/or to pay a fine of $ - ; provnded that upon the service of - days/months/years and/or payment
ofg ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for - b

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.
CONCURRENT or [J CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant is to be given credit for t:me served })ursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied
by the State Department of Corrections. 7, 221
[] The Defendant is to be placed on the Centtal Regnstry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawfal for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Crimipal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS: /

[(JRESTITUTION: [] Deferred [] Def. Waives Hearing [ Ordered  PTUP
Total: § plus 20% fee: $ days/hours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: Obtain GED 0
O Setby SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp.

— May serve W/E begining
Recipient: N Substance Abuse Counseling g
*Fine: ) 2 $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing + [
§ 14-1-206 (Assessnients 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) 5100 5 /YT OO0 pmts. of$ beginning
§14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 $ .
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 3 b3 S paid to Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 5 Other:
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $560 —
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 § A\ JU NO Lonvtder _patd VIohsm)
8 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $
§ 56-5-2942(7) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ca 4 [0 Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 3 4l § 47.12 requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3%to County (if paid in installments) $ i i
TOTAL $

during probation
>77 Mﬁ;‘d‘“g Judge ]a M

Clerk of Court/ Depu Cod VA4
Cout Repores %@MQ@L Seatence Date: 3 /6 77
SCCA/217 (03/2011) COSTENENF 3/ [2_/2” Y,
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)
AMENDED

R L L L T = S LA n.u)
AW -
COUNTY &F KERSH ) NOICTMENT

. ecmsemy

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on MAY 15, 2013, the

Grand Jurors of kershaw County present upon their oath:

KIDNAPPING

That Frank Terrance Singleton lli did in Kershaw County on or about May
16, 2011, unlawfully seize, confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry
away one MINdR CHILD, (M.S.), without authority of law, in violation of

Section 16-03-0910, S. C. Code of L aws, 1976, as amended

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the

statute in such case made and provided.

D §

DAN JOHNSON, SOLICITOR
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

October 17, 2014

Robert M. Pachak
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT



WITNESSES

(S) Christopher Phillips — Kershaw
Cointy Sheriff

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

MO099336

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

TRUE BILL

J‘\‘
.

Foreperson of Grand\Ju

DOCKET NO. 2013-GS-28-0256

The State of South Carolina
County of

Kershaw

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

MAY TERM 2013
K96

S ——————
e —

THE STATE
VS.

Frank Terrance Singleton il

,,.
ot

Date:
VERDICT
CForeperson of Pelit Jury
<Date:

t
~

“ L

£ iy

i )

AMENDED . I
Indictment for’ e
KIDNAPPING g

L O

SC Code: 16-03-0910 5

LETER

CDR Code: 0095~

After being fully advised as to my
legal rights, | hereby waive presentment
to the Grand Jury.

Defendant

|
hereby appear in my own proper person and plead
guilty to the within indictment or to

Defendant

Witness:

C.C.C. PLS. AND G.S.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

October 17, 2014

Fohd fn %/
Robert M. Pachak
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

’ RECEIVED
0CcT 17 2014
8G Court 0f Appeals
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

October 17, 2014

Fold fu f,,éé/

Robert M. Pachak
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

0CT 17 2014
SG Coutt of Appedls



