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MS. FRIAR: We are here today in the State versus
Bobby Randolph Sims. The defense has made a motion in this
case to dismiss this case pursuant to section 16-11-450 of
the South Carolina Code of Laws, also known as the Castle
Doctrine laws. This motion was made by Mr. Nielson on
behalf of his client, Mr. Bébby Sims and he has filed that
motion with the Chester County Clerk of Court. The State
received the motion that was made by Mr. Nielson and made a

reply to the motion to dismiss. Do you have those

‘documents, Your Honor?

THE COURT: I have both documents.

MS. FRIAR: Thank you, sir. Your Honor, as you read
the State versus Duncan, the defendant has the burden of
proving this by a preponderance of the evidence so I will
turn it over to Mr. Nielson to prove this to the Court.

THE COURT: Ail right. Thank you. Typically how I
conduct these hearings, although the defense who files the
motion, of course, does bear the burden of proof, I'll
allow either party to -—- the State can call witnesses to
establish matters or the defense can call witnesses or both
of you can call witnesses in whatever order you wish to
call witnesses, because evidence has to be proffered for me
to make My decision.

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you want to call the witnesses or do
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you want to have the State call the witnesses like you do
in a Jackson versus Denno motion?

MR. NIELSON: I believe the solicitor and I have
decided that I will call some witnesses and then they'll
have the opportunity to call whatever witnesses after my
witnesses are doné.

THE COURT: Of course y'all will be allowed to have a

N
full opportunity to tell me whatever you want to tell me at
the end of everything.

MS. FRIAR: Thank you, Your Honor. I would élso like
for the court to know Mr. Nielson and I have agreed to
stipulate to hearsay today, I think it's normally done with
hearsay but just as a matter of protecting the record we
stipuiate to it.

THE COURT: Is that correct?

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I was going to tell you that as well.
Since I'm the trier of fact in this case I was gocing to
relax the rules of -- the evidence rules as well to let you
get in everything you wanted to get in. Okay.

MR. NIELSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, Mr. Nielson.

MR. NIELSON: The defense calls Mr. Chris Reynolds.

The witness, CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS, was first duly

Sworn and testified as follows:
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. NIELSON:
Q Please state your name for the record.
A Detective Christopher Michael Reynolds, Chester
County Sheriff's Office.
Q And Detective Reynolds, were you involved in the
investigation of a case that began on April 11lth, 2014 ét

Elm Street?
A Yes, sir, I was.
Q And can you téll us what happened that night?
A Webreceivéd a phone call from a passer buyer saying
that somebody was ‘injured and needed help. Upon arrival
with officers they found the victim, Nantonio Byrd, with
gunshot wounds.to his chest and one to his arm in‘the
street around Wilson's in the Lowrys community.
Q Okay. Right by Wilson's in Lowrys, by the feed and
seed place up there?
A That's correct.
Q And when you got there, did you have a chance to
interview the alleged victim in this case?
A I did speak to him at the time.
Q What did he tell you happened that night?
A When I arrived he said that he had been shot and he
was shot by he stated Bobby McGee, which later on was

Bobby Sims.
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q How did you make the connection that it was Bobby
Sims?

A With the community everybody -- a lot of people in
the community knows Bobby McGee as Bobby.Sims. Bobby Sims
is Bobby McGee.

Q And can you tell me where Bobby Sims for the purposes
of this hearing lived at?

A He li&ed behind Wilson's Feed and Seed Store in a

house, which the address is actually Elm Street.

Q Was it Elm Street?

A Elm Street.

Q And so after finding out from Nantonio that it was
Bobby Sims, did you -- what did you do next?

A As I'm over there with the victim our narcotics

officers and road patrol, they didn't know exactly what
went on at the time, they went down to Elm Street and
detained Mr. Sims.

Q Okay. And so they detained Mr.FSims. Tell me what
happened after that as part of your investigation.

A I arrived at Elm Street. He was sitting on the
back of a tailgate of one of our sheriff's office trucks
and he was advised of his rights by Lieutenant Neal,
Johnny Neal with the narcotics division. He was sitting
on the back of a tailgate and he was Mirandized and after

he was Mirandized then I spoke to him.
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q Okay. Did he give a statement to you there at the
scene?
A I'm going to look back. The night that he was

sitting on the tailgate he made the statement that he
didn't know who shot Nantonio, and also he made thé
statement that somebody shot him but he didn't know who
and he was shot at at his property.

Q And what was Mr. Sims's appearance like at that point?
A He did have a cut on I think it was his left hand, a
cut on his left hand, he was bleeding and he did have a
rippéd shirt.

Q To the best of your knowledge did he receive any
medical attention for the cut on his hand?

A He refused treatment.

Q Okay. And what was his -- what was his appearance
1ike? Was he disheveled? Tell me more about what you saw.
A His clothes were dirty, he had. tall rubber boots on.
For me to describevhim, he did look kind of rough.

Q Okay. Was he confident? Was he nervous? What did
you see as his emotional state?

A He was very upset, very emotional and not making a
lot of sense, jumping back and forth with what was going
on or what happened.

Q At a later point in your investigation did you have

any other opportunities to talk to Mr. Sims?
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

A I did.

Q Did he change his story?

A He changed it multiple times.

Q What was the next story he told you?

A ‘The next story he told us that Nantonio Byrd and
another guy pulled up at his house -- and I'm going to

refer to my notes. He said Nantonio Byrd arrived at his
house -- this is the following day during the first
interview, he was interviewed two times. He stated that

the victim, Nantonio Byrd, pulled up at his house, the

first time he told us that he owed him $20 and he and

Nantonio got into an altercation, a scuffle, actually his
words.was a tussle, and they tussled around because
Nantonio wanted $5 interest on the $20 that he owed him.
Later on he told us it was $28, and they tussled over the
$5 interest.

Q Did he say anything about the actual éhooting?

A He did. Bobby stated after he —— first of all he
said that they tussled and he walked back in the house and
he stated that Nantonio snatched the door open, he walked
back outside. During the interview he told us that he
went over towards the burn barrel and there was actually a

fish cleaning station, he stated that Nantonio grabbed a

knife from the fish cleaning station and threatened him

with it. Mr. Sims walked back to the house, as he walked
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

in the house he -- his exact words was "I latched the door
back," and we have pictures of the lock itself, it's just
a latch that -- a screen door latch. The door -~ the
storm door actually stays open, he told us that the screen
door —-- I meén, the storm door stays open but they use a
screen door. He said when he latched the door back that
Nantonio actually ripped the door open and that's when he
shot him.

MR. NIELSON: Your Honor, permission to approach the
witness?

THE COURT: fes.
Q Take a look at these pictures. Is that a picture of

the house?

A That's ;orrect.

Q That you were on Elm Street?

A Yes; sir.

Q And is that a close-up picture of the porch?
A That is.

Q Okay.

MR. NIELSON: Your Honor, would you like to see these?
A These are the daytime pictures.
Q Okay.

THE COURT: Do you wish to introduce those for the
purposes of this hearing?

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor.
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS
THE COURT: Any objection?
MS. FRIAR: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. This will be Defendant's 1 and

(The photographs were received as Defendant's 1 and
2.)
Q So ydu talked a bit about the tussling that ensued
there in front of the house, in front of the house on the
picture of the house I just showed you, correct, on the

front porch there?

A That's correct.

Q And that's what Bobby said.

A Yes.

Q Okay. And he said that he went to the fish
cleaning -- you testified he went to the fish cleaning

station and came back with a knife. What happened after
that according to Bobby?

A Okay. When they come back from the fish cleaning
station, Bobby walked in the house and his exact words
was, "I got in my ambush spot." He described the inside
of the door to the left-hand side, he said it was his
ambush spot and he waited until Nantonio came in the
house, he said he ripped the door open and walked in the
house and he said that's when he shot him..

Q So at that point that was the first time he admitted
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

that he shot him?
A Yes.
Q But he said it was after Nantonio approached him and

came into the house.

A That's correct.

Q What was the next story he told you-?

A Okay. I think that was it.

Q So that was the only story he told during the first
interview.

A The first recorded interview.

Q The first recorded interview the next day.

A Right. It was three differ stories the previous

night, the night of the shooting.

Q And that interview the next day, was it recorded?
A Sir?

Q It was recorded.

A Yes, it was recorded.

Q Okay.

A It was actually two interviews that day, two

different ones.

MR. NIELSONQ Your Honor, I would like to present for
evidence all of the recordings that were made of interviews
of my client that night. This is two hours long, I will
allow you to take it under advisement and watch it as the

finder of fact when you see fit. I don't see the need to

12
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

necessarily watch them right now, but I would like to put
them into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, those were videotapes that
were made the next day after the incident and the State
does not object to the Court viewing them.

THE COURT: Without objection it will come in as
Defense 3.

(The CD was received as Defendant's 3.)

MR. NIELSON: There's two videos, and then the third
thing that I'm aéking to introduce is all of the pictures
that were taken by the officer that night, it's a DVD with
all of the pictures on-it.

THE: COURT: So Defendant's 3 and 4 are all videotaped
statements or the audio taped statements, or a little bit
of both?

MR. NIELSON: They are all video, vyes.

THE COURT: And then Defendant's 5 is a compilation of
still photographs.

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Defendant's 4 and 5 were received into evidence.)

Q And so that was the first recorded statement that you
made, correct?

A Yes, sir.
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q Was there any further statements that were made by Mr.

Sims that were video recorded?

A The second video.

Q When was that done at?

A After he talked about the ambush spot and -- I'm
going to refer to my notes —-- he spoke about the ambush

spot, and after he shot him he told me that he ran out the
front door, broke the gun in half and placed the gun in a
well,‘the top of a well and dropped it down the well.
That's about where we ended the interview at.

Q Okay.

A We went back out to the house and we got a photograph
of the‘well, tried to retrieve the gun, of course, with
the search warrant that we already had, and we discovered
that the top of the well could not be opened by a single
man. Actually the top of the building fell down on top of
the well, the roof of the building fell down on top of the
well and we knew that he wasn't telling the truth about
where he put the gun. So I came back and interviewed him
for the second time.

Q What story did he tell the second time when you came
back and interviewed him?

A The second time he admitted that after he shot him he
took the gun and put it into a brush pile out back, a

brush pile that -- the pictures show it has got multiple
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

brush. Actually people would come and dump brush —-- when
I say brush different types of wopd, trees, et cetera, and
they would give him money just to dump it on his property.
And he stashed it -- he actually hid it up under one of
his brush piles.

Q And from your investigation of the scene, where was
that brush pile in conjunction with the well itself?

A The brush pile was I Qould say anywhere from 25 to
100 feet away from the well.

Q So it was close.

A Because the brush pile actually goes around. That's
correct, it's'pretty close.

Q And did you have the opportunity to interview my

client at any other time during the course of your

investigation?
A Just the second day.
Q Did he change his story in any other way other than

where the gun was hidden?
A After he admitted that he hid it in a brush pile we
actﬁally transported him out there to retrieve the gun, he

showed us where the gun was.

Q He was able to find it immediately?
A Right. He took us right directly to it.
Q And you —-- going back to the -- now, leaving Mr.

Sims's statements for a minute and going back to your

15

Vi
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

investigation of the case, how many times would you say

Nantonio was shot?

A I believe it was three.

Q And how many shell casings did you find at the scene?
A Zero.

Q Zero? Did you find any unspent shells?

A No. I'm sorry, we found one .22 round, intact round,

the bullet and shell casing and everything together, it
was one non-fired round. But we did not find any shell
casings.

Q And to this day you still have not found any shell

casings from that gun.

A No, sir.
Q Okay. When you got to the house the night of this
incident on April 11lth, can you describe what the -- just

describe the front porch and what it looked like, what was
on it, that kind of stuff.

A The front porch, there was signs of a struggle. It
was some type of —— there was this two chairs that sit on
the front porch, which we determined during the interview
that Mr. Sims and his brother actually share those chairs,
they live together at the home. It was a sign of a
struggle. We had an open beer and a closed beer with the
victim's cellphone laying on the porch. The house is in

disarray, there's no power at home.

16
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q But you were able to see that there was some kind of

struggle there.

A Yes, sir.

Q The porch was in disarray as you called it.

A Yes, sir.

0 At any point in this investigation did you have a

chance to interview the victim, Mr. Nantonio Byrd?

A Yes, I did.

0 Tell me about your interview with Mr. Byrd.

A We interviewed him a couple of days later after he
came out of intensive care and surgery at Carolinas
Medical Center. And he informed me that when he

arrived -- he comes to the house four or five days a week,
he's always welcome at the house with him and his kids.

He said that —-- he verbally even told me that once he's

there somebody will give his kids a few guarters to go to

the store, buy them something to drink and something to
eat. He said he's been coming there all of his life. He
did state that once he got there he was arguing with
Johnny, I believe his name is Johnny, his brother, which
is Bobby's brother. And during the argument that he
looked and Bobby Sims actually came out of the house‘
cussing at him, cussing at his child and making a scene.
And after he got done arguing -- they were arguing and he

said that Bobby threatened to —-- I think his actual
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

words —— I can read the statement.
0 That will clear it up.
A Okay. This is the victim's statement. This

statement was written by his sister, I think. With
Nantonio, he couldn't write with his arm being in a sling.
Q Is that because the arm he normally wrote with had
been shot that night?

A Right, and he had surgery on it. It says, "I
Nantonio Byrd, went to Johnny Ray and Bobby- Sims's house
around 4/11/2014 around 9:00 p.m after leaving my mom's
house, Elizabeth Byrd's house. They stay in Lowrys, South
Carolina. While pulling up in the Sims yard Johnny Ray
was sitting on the front porch of his house. I got out of -
the truck with my two kids, Nashawn and Nantonio Byrd. We
walked up on the porch, started talking to Johnny Ray
because we wanted to check up on them, I asked Johnny

Ray where was Bobby and he said he was in the house and
smoking crack. My son went to Johnny Ray talking to him
like he was normal -- like he normally does and Johnny
started using obscene language and talking hateful to him
so I told Johnny not to talk to my son, Nantonio, Jr. like
that because I wouldn't télk to yoﬁr child like that.
That's when Bobby came outside, yelling, 'Shut the hell
up. Tony wouldn't' -- I'm sorry, it's hard to read --

'Tony wouldn't want to hear that shit,' he said, 'I'm sick
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

of your shit,' and I told him, 'I'm sick of your shit
too.' That's when Bobby said, 'Wait a minute, I got
something for that shit.' He went in the house, he came
back out with a gun. I thought Bcbby was piaying, but
when I seen the gun I grabbed Nantonio, Jr. and Bobby
started firing the gun. He shot soon as I grabbed him and
threw him and that's when I got shot in the right wrist.
So Nantonio wouldn't get shot I threw him" -- I'm sorry, I
can't read exactly what that says. "That's when I got
shot protecting him. After shooting me in the wrist he
shot me two times in the chest, that's when I grabbed
Nantonio, Jr. and started running and that's when -- he
was already shooting when I was carrying, running with my
son. He wés running after me shooting yelling, 'I'm going
to kill, I'm going to get that mother fucker,' while
running being shot three times in my chest. I was running

toward the fire department to get help.

Q So that's the statement that he gave y'all?
A Yes.
Q So you stated a minute before you started reading the

statement that it was Bobby that was saying something to
his son, that he stated that it was Bobby saying something
to his son?

A It was Johnny.

0 So it was Johnny who was saying something to his son?
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Yes. And Bobby came out cussing.

But there's no allegation from Nantonio that Bobby was

the one who was saying something inappropriate or obscene

A

0

“to his son.

Correct.

Okay. Throughout the course of your interviews with

Bobby, did he ever actually admit he even knew the boy was

there?

A

No. He actually stated that he did not know that his

son was with him.

Q

with

So he denied over and over that he knew his son was
him.

He did.

And you questioned him prétty hard about'that; isn't
correct?

Yes, sir, I did.

Saying that he had éaid something obscene to him and
that line of guestioning?

Yes, sir, I did.

But it was not, in fact, Bobby who was alleged to have
something to his son.

It was Johnny.

Okay. Thank you. Based on the statement -- also when

you were interviewing Bobby, did he ever state that he told

Nantonio to leave?

20
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS
A Yes.
Q Did he say that as part of every one of his statements
that he gave to you?
A He did.
Q So he was very consistent in saying that he told
Nantonio at some point to leave.
A Right.
Q And you --
A I do recall that he did state during the interview
that when they were walking to the burn barrel he told him

"to get the hell out of here" is what he said.

Q You just read the statement by Nantonio Byrd.

A Right.

Q Didn't Nantonio admit that he was told to leave?

A I don't remember what he said, it was kind of hard to
read.

Q I'll lét you consult it.

A Okay. It says, "That's when Bobby came outside
yelling shut the hell up to him. Wouldn't want to -- he

said, "I don't want to hear that shit. I told him I

didn't want to hear that shit."

Q Okay. So —-

A I don't see it.

Q So at best, though, even Nantonio says that Bobby says

he didn't want to hear from him.
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CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

A Right.
Q Did Nantonio make any statements to you other than
what was written out at his written statement at any point

during the course of your investigation?

A Not a written statement.

Q Was there any recorded statements that he made?

A No, sir.

Q So there was never a recorded interview of Nantonio's

conversation with you or any other officer that you know

of.
A No, sir.
Q And how old was Nantonio, Jr. who was on the porch

that night?

A I'm not sure, five maybe.

Q Was there anlattempt to interview him?

A There was one attempt where a forensic interview was
set up and they didn't make the -- we couldn't get ahold

of the victim to let them know what time the forensic
interview was. So no, there's no interview for the child.
Q So there's never an interview of the child in this
case.

A No, sir, not by me.

Q Was Nantonio and/or another caretaker of the child
informed of when the interview was supposed to be?

A No, sir, we couldn't get ahold of him. And that was

22
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actually this past Wednesday.

Q Okay. So that was this week that the attempt was
made.

A That's correct.

Q Nearly a year after -- nine months after the alleged
incident.

A I can explain why that happened.

Q Qkay.

A We set it up with a process of forensic interview,

which is the paperwork with Safe Passage in Rock Hill,

they said that they did not receive our fax. We have

proof that we did fax it to them and it did go through, so
it was a paperwork mishap.

0 From your experience as an officer, would it be better
to interview a five year old child close to the time of the -

incident or nine months after the incident to get a good

testimony?
A Closer to the time.
Q Okay.

MR. NIELSON: Thank you. Beg the Court's indulgence
for one minute, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

(Break in proceedings.)

MR. NIELSON: Your Honor, if I may approach the

witness and show him a couple of more pictures.
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MS. FRIAR: Can I see them?

MR. NIELSON: Yes. Your Honor, I don't know if you
want these in evidence, they're already in evidence in the
pictures that are part of the DVD.

THE COURT: If they are just duplicates you can just

show him.
Q What is that a picture of, Detective Reynolds?
A That's a picture of the front screen door on the

front of the house.
Q Is that another picture of the front screen door on

the front of the house?

A That's correct.
Q What are these three —-- or four pictures pictures of?
A This picture with a tape measure on it is the bullet

hole where he was shot from inside the house.

Q Okay.

A These are other hdles from other times that -- I
can't explain these holes. These are larger holes than

the holes that we measure with a tape measure. This is

-another picture of one of the holes. This is the close-up

picture that shows the fibers of the screen in the
direction. 1It's not a very good picture but it's the best
we could do in our equipment. But it shows the direction
of the fibers bf the screen pointing from the inside out

as in a bullet would transfer through.

24
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Q So a bullet would have had to go from in the inside of

the screen to the outside of the screen to make that

puncture.

A That's correct.

Q And what's this one?

A This is just showing the diameter of the .22. It was

a .22 rifle and the .22 round it went through.
0 So it's your testimony that the newer holes in that.
screen door that you measured and believed to be the holes
that were made by Mr. Bobby Sims shooting at Mr. Nantonio
Byrd were bullet -- were made by a gun shooting from the
inside of the house to the outside of the house with the
screen door closed; is that correct?
A On the night thatvhe was shot, that the victim was
shot, vyes, sir.

MR. NIELSON: No further questions for this witness.
Answer anything that the solicitor has.

THE COURT: Madam Solicitor?

MS. FRIAR: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MS. FRIAR:
Q Investigator Reynolds, was Deputy Peoples the first
person to arrive on the scene from the sheriff's office?
A Yes, ma'am, he was.

Q And does he have some sort of equipment in his vehicle
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on his body whereby he can record audio and video from
scenes?

A He does.

Q And did he have the opportunity to record part of this
scene this night?

A He did.

Q If you could tell us, have you had an opportunity to
review that?

A Yes, ma'aﬁ.

Q And as Deputy Pecoples arrived to the scene, who is

present at the place where somebody was shot and where was

that?

A At the home?

Q No. Where was the person who was shot?

A The victim?

0 Yes, sir.

A The victim was in the Lowrys Fire Department.
Q So Mr. Byrd was at Lowrys Fire Department.

A Thét's correct.

Q How had y'all gotten alerted that something had
happened?

A A passer buyer in a car seen him on the side of the
road and stopped and helped and rendered aid and she said
he was shot.

Q And did he say that he was with a little boy as well?
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A Yes, sir.

Q And that's information y'all received when y'all went
there; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And when Deputy Peoples arrived, did he find Mr. Byrd
and his son in front of the fire department?

A He did.

Q And isn't it true that at that time little Nantonio
Jr. said to Deputy Peoples, "Bobby had shot my daddy?"

A Yes, ma'am, he did. And it was a recorded statement.
Q And that's something that has been turned over to the .
defense and is part of our record; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And so then when he was at the scene, were the
officers responding for two different purposes, one to help
the victim and one to find out what went on?

A That's correct.

0 Can you explain to Judge Gibbons about that, what
happened with that, what happened regarding that?

A Yes, ma'am. When officers arrived from the narcotics
team and also patrol uniformed deputies, we didn't know
exactly what the scene was, who was shot, I mean who did
the shooting, we did have a name. And they actually went
to the home, which is a few hundred yards behind the store

in Lowrys, and when the officers arrived at the house on
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foot they found Mr. Sims walking from around the house and
went ahead and obtained him then.

Q When the officers first arrived, were part of the
officers -- some of the officers were Sergeant Neal; 1is

that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And Sergeant Crawford; is that correét?

A That's correct.

Q And Captain Darby; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And when they arrived and other officers arrived at

the scene and first responding officers arrived at the
scene, 1isn't it true that Mr. Byrd was saying he was

concerned for his own life, he thought he was dying?

A That's correct.
Q And he said, "Get my son;" is that correct?
A That's correct.

Q All right. What.was he referring to trying to tell
the officers while he was trying to recover from the --

A He was referring to his other son, his second son was
actually asleep in the truck during the altercation.

Q So one son, one five year old son was with the
gentleman when he was found being shot; is that correct?
A Correct?

Q And the victim kept orating over and over, "Go get my
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son, he's in the truck;" is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And who was he referring to?

A The son's name?

Q Yeah. 1Is it Nashawn?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q So Nashawn was in the truck down there by the house;

is that correct?

A Right.

Q And so were y'all able to locate that little boy?

A We were.

Q How far was that truck from the entrance of this home

where the shooting had occurred?

A It was less than 50 feet.

Q  All right, sir. When the officers arrived and they
were able to get the other little boy out of the truck and
able to secure the five year old and get medical assistance

for the victim, did he have to be held back out?

A Ma'am?

Q How did the victim get transported from medical
attention?

A The victim?

Q Yes, sir.

A He was airlifted to the Charlotte Medical Center.

Q And during this course of time, was Sergeant Neal and
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Sergeant Crawford able to apprehend Mr. Sims?

A They were.

Q And have you had an opportunity to review statements
that Sergeant Neal, Sergeant Crawford and Captain Darby
gave to you?

A Yes, ma'am, I have.

Q Now, during the course of them going to try to locate

Mr. Sims did they say Mr. Sims was rambling on about

~anything?

A Yes, ma'am, he was.

Q And is the first thing he said was Somebody else shot
Nantonio?

A Absolutely.
Q "Somebody else did it, I didn't do it at all.”
A That led us to believe that somebody was still in the

area with a gun.

Q So what did y'all do because of that?
A The team that was down there then, they spread out to
go ahead and search the home and -- exigent circumstances

search the home and search the property to make sure

nobody else was in danger.

Q And so nobody else was even down there; is that
correct?
A No, ma'am, they wasn't.

Q And when y'all went into the home -- I'm going to show



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31 31

CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

you what has been marked as State's Exhibit Number 1. Is
that a true and accurate representation of how the house

appeared the evening?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q As opposed to how the house appeared the next day”?
A That'é correct. This is the nighttime pictures.

Q So the picture is already in evidence for the court

submitted but the defense are pictures that happened the

. next day, that y'all took the next day; is that correct?

A That's correct.

0 This is the picture that was taken that night; is that
correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Can you please describe inside the house right there

and what that looks like?
A Inside the house is very cluttered, hard to walk,
actually no way to walk throughout the home without

stepping on some type of items.

0 How many rooms were in it?

A I'm not sure. I can't remember how many rooms. it
was

Q Does the first room look like it was occupied?

A The first room was actually a foyer type —-

Q Okay.

A —-— a small foyer that I'm looking at right here and
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it was cluttered.
Q Okay. And that foyer is right in front of the area

where the screened porch is; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And were you able to find any shell casings there?
A No, ma'am, we could not.
Q And if somebody had shot somebody right there, would

you think you would have found shell casings?

A Possibly.
Q - Did you look for them?
A We did.

Q Couldn't find any.

A After the search warrant we could not find any.

Q Okay. -When you talked with Mr. Sims later on
videotape and looking at that photograph right there, could
you please describe for the Court the chairs and where
people sat and whose chairs were who?

A The chair on the left was where Johnny Sims sat and
drank his beer, and actually slept. One of the statements
from Mr. Sims says he slept in the chair. The other chair
was actually Bobby Sims's chair.

Q So as far as both the defendant and the victim in this
case, they both indicate that Mr. Johnny Ray Sims waé
sitting in that chair right there that you were describing

that's overturned; is that correct?

32
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A Yes, ma'am.

Q And the screen behind him is where the defendant is
alleged to have fired from; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q So if somebody was sitting in that chair and somebody
was firing from that screen, would it be possible that they

would try to run away from the scene and overturn the

chair?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay.

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, I would ask that you look at
this as we go through and talk about it.

THE COURT: That's going to be on Defense Number Five?

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

MS. FRIAR: Actually, it's not, it's State's Number 1.
I think defenses are daytime, this is nighttime, this is a
different photograph, it's going to be on the tape.

MR. NIELSON: The nighttime photos are also on the DVD
as well.

MS. FRIAR: Thank you, Your Honor.
Q Okay. So the first thing that he said was somebody
shot him; is that correct?
A Yes.

Q Somebody besides himself. And then what was the next

‘thing that he told the officers?
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A The night he told them that he didn't know who shot
him, and thén he stated that -- let me go back and look.

He did state at first he didn't khow who shot him, and he
stated that -- if I recall it he stated thét somebody shot
him but couldn't get a description of him.

Q And then thereafter did he admit that he did shoot the
victim, but he shot him because -- somebody had shot
somebody because somebody was trying to rob him and that
person .robbing him cut his hand; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am, that's correct.

Q So that's the second thing he said. He first says, "I
didn;t shoot the gun, I didn't shoot nobody."

A Right. |

Q Then he says, "I shot someBody that was frying to rob
me and that person who was trying to rob me cut me;" is
that correct?

A That's correct.

0 Now, then I believe Captain Darby has an opportunity

to interview the victim as well; is that correct?

A He does.

Q And this has all been under Mirandized rights; 1is that
correct?

A That's correct.

Q And when he talks with Captain Darby -- and you've had

an opportunity to review Captain Darby's statement, have
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you not?
A I have.
Q Isn't it true that he told Captain Darby two black

males tried to attack him and they cut him?

A He did, that's correct.

Q All right. Regarding the evidence at the scene and
the photograph that was taken that night, I'm going to show
you what has been marked as State's Number 4 and ask you if
you can tell us what this is?

A The evidence marker is B that we laid down. There is
a knife that was later identified as one of the knives

that are over in the fish station -- fish cleaning station
is what Mr. Bobby referred to. And also I think it was a
black glove or dark colored glove that was laying on the
steps.

Q So the photograph that the Court is looking at and has
access to, State's Exhibit Number 1, that's just a close-up
of the knife and the pair of gloves that were found when
y'all entered the scene; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am, that's correct.

Q If you see anything else on that porch, do you see a
cellphone on that porch?

A Not in this picture. But there was a cellphone which
was the victim's —- identified as the victim's cellphone.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
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Exhibit Number 8.

A That's the victim's cellphone.

Q So as you approached the scene and you are at the
house in the photograph that the Court has, there was a

cellphone that belonged to the victim; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And also, what is there?

A There's a Natural Light can, a beer can.

Q And was that can full or empty?

A It was full.

Q Open or unopened?

A It was unopened.

Q So the victim's cellphone -- did you determine whose

beer that was?

A Yes, that was fhe victim's.

Q And so the victim's cellphone and the victim's can of
beer was on the porch; is that correct?

A That's correct. |

Q The victim did not have the cellphone on him at the
time when he got shot then; is that correct?

A No, ma'am.

Q@  All right.

A He actually stated in a verbal statement that he laid
the cellphone down along with an unopened beer and an open

beer that he was drinking at the time of the incident.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
‘19
20
21
22
23
24

25

37 37

CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q Okay. I'm going to show you what has been marked --
I'm going to show you what has been marked as State's
Exhibit Number 2 and 3 and ask you, can you tell what this
is? |

A Yes, ma'am. This is the second knife that was laying

in the yard at the scene.

Q Okay.
A And it's laying really close to the victim's truck.
Q And so the knife that -- there was one knife found on

the steps with a pair of gloves; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And then there was another knife found on the ground
near the victim's truck; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q All right, sir. Now, did you have an opportunity to
photograph the defendant that night?.

A Yes, ma'am, I did.

0 All right. And I'm going to show you what has been
marked as State's Exhibits Number 5, Number 6 and Number 7.
Would you please tell us what that is a photograph of?

A This is a photograph of Mr. Bobby Sims.

Q All right. And what can you tell us about these
photographs? How did Mr. Bobby Sims appear as far as his
jacket is concerned?

A His jacket was -- had a rip or some type of rip or
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cut from -- a vertical rip or a vertical tear.

Q And as to State's Number 7 that you reviewed, what is
that a photograph of?

A Seven 1s a photograph of his left hand, that's a cut
with blood.

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, at this time I would like for
you to View.these in order so I would like to move them
into evidence.

THE COURT: Okay. Any objection?

MR. NIELSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Have they already been marked?

MS. FRIAR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. They've been offered into
evidence without objection, they're in evidence.

(The photographs were received as State's 5-7.)

Q Was Mr. Sims taken into custody at that time?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q All right. Did you have an opportunity to interview

Mr. Sims the next day?

A Yes, ma'am, I did;

Q Okay. 'When you spoke to Mr. Sims about Mr. Byrd
coming to his house, what did he tell you about that?

A He stated that he comes err there anytime, that he
has known him since he was a young child, and they come

over and pitch horse shoes, drink beer together and

38
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they're friends.

Q Okay, sir. And so Mr. Sims -- Mr. Johnny Sims and Mr.

Bobby Sims who live at that house frequently have Mr. Byrd

as a guest in their home.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q He's invited in their home.

A Yes, ma'am.

0 It is widely done and done often; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Pretty much everyday?

A Yes, ma'am. I think he said it was four or five days

a week they come over.

Q The next day when you interviewed Mr. Sims, and this
was on the tape from the department that's been entered
into evidence, Mr. Sims didn't say anything at all like the
things that he had said the night before.

A No, ma'am, he didn't.

Q None of the stories at all about the night -- like the
night he said before; is that correct?

A No, ma'am.

0 On this particular occasion what did he tell you
first?

A He said that the argument was over $20 -- first of

all he said $20, later on he said $28 —— but $20. He owed

Mr. Byrd $20 and the argument was over a $5 interest.
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Q Okay. And so he's saying that Mr. Sims -- when he
knew Mr. Byrd was at his house, he showed up and said that
he owed him $20 and then they argued over whether there
would be $5 interest; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q All right. And so did any of this time when you're
interviewing Mr. Sims, does he say anything about the child
being there first of all, the five year old?

A No, ma'am.

Q Does he say anything about an argument between his
brother and the five year old?

A No, ma'am.

Q And so he does not say anything about them arguing at
that time; is that correct?

A No, ma'am, he doesn't.

Q All right. What is the next thing he told you, sir?
A He says that Nantonio pulled -- I'm sorry. His words
were -- he said to the -- he said that they were in a
tussle. They did not hit each other with closed fists but
they were tussling is what he said.

Q All right. And so Qhat happened after that?

A He said once they tussled that he tried -- he walked
in the house and Nantonio ripped the door open.

Q At some point in this story does he say he latched the

screen door?
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A He does.
Q And does he say that Nantonio ripped the door open?
A He does.
Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Number --
A His exact words were that he latched the door.
Q So Mr. Sims says he latched the door.
A Latched the door closed.
Q Is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am, the screen doors.
Q And I'm going so show you what has been marked as

State's Number 9 and 10. And if you could, tell Judge
Gibbons what these are?

A This is close-up photos of the lock on the door which
he reférred to as a latch, and the latch is actually just
one piece of metal with a I-bolt screwed into the door on
the inside of the screen door.

Q And you observed this physically yourself, is that

correct, Investigator Reynolds?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And when you observed the latch part of it, was there
any deformity to the part that —-- the long part that

latches into the hook?
A No, ma'am. There was no damage to it.

Q And so you got a picture there of the hook you say
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that it goes into; 1s that correct?
A That's correct.
Q When you went to the scene, were you able to latch the

latch back into the hook on the wall?

A I was.

Q Was there any indication that it had been ripped
apart? |

A No, ma'am.

Q Was there any damage to the latch?

A No, ma'am.

Q Was there any damage to the hook?

A No, ma'am.

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, at this time we move these
into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. NIELSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Without objection introduced then as
State's 9 and 10.

(The photographs were received as State's 9 and 10.)

Q Okay. I believe the next thing he told you was -- Mr.

Sims is that he walked outside to the burn barrel and
Nantonio picked up a fishing knife and tried to cut him; is
that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Later does he tell you, sir, that Nantonio never had a
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knife?

A That's correct.

0 And so that was not true what he said.

A No, ma'am, it was fabricated.

Q Now, please.tell the Court what he said to you when he

said that Nantonio ripped the door open, what was he doing?
What was he already doing?
A He said that -- Mr. Sims said he was in his house

waiting on Nantonio and he was at his ambush spot.

0 Please describe to the Court where his ambush spot
was.
A He described it in the interview that he walked in

the front door and it was over to the left. He said the
only light that he had, which I did observe that night,
was some type of glass lantern, I don't know what fuel it
was, but it was a gas lantern in the background. And he
says once you walk through the door you turn to the left,
and in between the doorway and the froﬁt foyer walk —-
front wall is‘his ambush spot, that nobody can see where
he was.

Q So if somebody was entering the house they wouldn't

see him behind in his ambush spot; is that correct?

A No, ma'am.
0 And that's where he said he was standing; is that
correct?
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A That's correct.
Q All right. ©Now, he was telling you that all of this
happened when Nantonio walked into his house; is that

correct?

A Yes.
Q So at this time he's staying in his house and Nantonio

was in his house; 1is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q What did he tell you that he had done with the gun
after he shot Mr. Byrd?

A The first thing he told us was that he broke the gun
in half, and he describes breaking it over his leg in a

downward motion and placing the two pieces in the well.

Q All'right. And was there a well in the back yard?

A Yes, ma'am, it was!

Q And did the well have a roof of a building on top of
it?

A It does.

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as 11 and 12

State's Exhibit. Could you please address thé Court and
tell him what that is a reflection of?

A This is a roof of an old storage building. And the
second picture, 12, is a picture of the top of the well.
The top of the well has a 55 gallon drum with some type of

wood top on top of the drum to keep anything -- to prevent
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anything from falling down in the well. And also the
picture shows that the roof of the building is on top of
the well itself.

Q All right. And so isn't it true Mr. Sims told you
that the well was deep and that you would not probably find

the gun at the bottom of the well?

A Yes, ma'am, he did.

Q And so did you go search the well at that time?

A I did.

Q And could you tell the Court the state you found that
in?

A After the first interview I went back out to the

crime scene, and the pictures shows where it's a very
heavy -- I couldn't move it myself -- roof that's
collapsed on top of the well, which then we realized that
he was not tglling the truth where he put the gun at.

Q ' So it would be an impossibility for him to have put
the gun in that well.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q So he was making that up when he told you that; 1is
that correct?

A Yes, ma'am, he was.

0 All right. And this is the weapon that he used to
shoot the victim with; is that correct?

A That's correct.



46

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

46

CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

Q So when you went out there the next day, Investigator
Reynolds, I assume the first thing you did that day is to
interrogate Mr. Sims; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And the second thing you did was, based on what he
told you, go back out to the scene and see if it matched
up; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q So the first thing you found out was he couldn't have
put the gun down the well; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q All right. Did you notice anything else regarding the
screen door? And I think you illuded to this somewhat with
the defense, when it was daylight were you able to find

bullet holes in the screen door?

A I was.

0 And you.took measurements of those; is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.

0 And we have what I would like to submit to you is

somewhat similar to what you have talked about and
described but have not been admitted on the photograph by
Mr. Nielson states --

A We found three holes.

Q Okay. Found three holes, 13, 14 and 15; is that

correct?
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A That's correct.
Q And tell the Judge what these are photographs of.
A This 1is a photograph of the front screen door with

some type of projectile starting from the inside of the
house and coming through the door. We determined that by
the size_of the holes that fits the .22 caliber rifle that
we were looking for, and also the fibers of the screen was
in the direction of the projéctile from the inside
outward.
Q Okay. And so were you able to —- so what you're
telling us some fibers in the screen had larger holes and
that they were damaged from the outside coming into the
house; is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q But these photégraphs depict square or round very
sharp and pointing from the inside out photographs of
holes in the screen.
A . That's correct. There were no other holes -- there
were three holes that came through the screen door that
fit that description.
Q All right, sir.

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, at this time I would like to
admit these into evidence.

THE COURT: Have they already been marked?

MS. FRIAR: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. NIELSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Without objection introduced.

(The photos were received as State's 13, 14 and 15.)
Q Now, was it at this time in the daylight when you had
the opportunity to look at the latch and the hook that we

talked about earlier?

A Yes, ma'am. That's when the photographs were made.
Q .And that's when the photographs were made; is that

correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q All right. So were you able to locate thé gun when

you were out there?

A No, ma'am, not at that time.

Q Okay. Did you have an opportunity to go back into an
interview with Mr. Sims after you found this evidence at
the scene?

A Yes, ma'am, I did.

Q All right. What did he tell you at that time
regarding the gun?

A After he was Mirandized again on the same day the
second interview, that he did admit -- after we proved
that he could not physically have put that gun down_a
well, that he did admit that he stuck it in a brush pile,

I think his words were he stashed it or put it in a brush
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pile behind the house.

Q And did you have an opportunity to confront him about
his story about Nantonio yanking the door loose and
damaging the latch and the hook?

A Yes, ma'am, I did. And he did admit that he did
discharge a weapon through the door.

0 And did he also say that Mr. Byrd didn't yank open the

door after all?

A He did.

Q In fact, Mr. Byfd was not in the house at all.

A . No, he wasn't.

Q And then did you confront him about the holes in the

screen that you found where it had been shot through?

A I did.

Q After hearing all of these things that you confronted
him with that the evidence showed, what did he say to you
regarding shooting Mr. Nantonio Byrd? Did he shoot him in

house or out of his house?

A He was outside the house when he discharged the
firearm.

Q So Mr. Byrd wasn't in the house after ali.

A No, ma'am.

Q He was outside, and he admitted that he was shooting

at him through the screen door at that point; is that

correct?
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A That's correct.

Q All right, sir. After this, sir, did you give Mr.

Sims the opportunity to show you where the gun really was

at?
A T did.
Q I'm going to show you what has been marked as Exhibits

Number 16 and 17. Did y'all discuss anything else
regarding the evidence before you went out to the scene
after having this conversation with Mr. Sims?

A We did.

Q And what was that?

A I questioned him about the knives, the two knives we

collected from the scene, and he admitted they were from

" the fish station and he admitted that he planted the

knives at the crime scene, that Nantonio did not have a

knife and nobody else was with him had a knife.

Q What did he say -— so he admitted to planting the:

knife near the victim's truck?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q He admitted to planting the knife on the steps.
A Yes, ma'am, and the gloves.

Q And he admitted to planting the gloves on the steps;
is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And as part of his first statement the first time he



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

said that the person wore gloves who was attacking him and
robbing him?

A Right.

0 But at this point what does he tell you about how his
jacket got ripped open?

A I asked him about his clothes and his jacket, and
during the video interview he admitted that he took the
knife in his right hand, pulled his shirt out and in a
downward motion he cut his shirt to make it look like he

was attacked, and the knife slipped and accidently cut his

hand.

Q So nobody else cut his hand.

A No, ma'am.

Q He admitted that he ripped his jacket on his own to

look like somebody had stabbed at him; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And in so doing he cut his own hand; is that correct?

A It was self inflicted, that's correct.

Q Okay. Did he tell you anything else that you think
the Court should know before you went out to the scene to
look for the gun again?

A No, ma'am.

Q All right, sir. So you go out to the scene and I have
handed up Exhibit Numbers 17 and 18 to you. What is that a

photograph of?
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A This is a photograph of the .22 rifle that was used
during the shooting that night.

Q So this is when Mr. Sims comes to you with the real -
this is where he put the gun and showed you where he put
it; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am. He was transported out to the scene the
following day after the interview to show us exactly where
the gun was.

Q -Had you led him to believe that his brother, Johnny,
might be getting trouble regarding this gun if he didn't
assist you in finding the gun?

A I did.

Q And do you feel that is the only reason he told you

where this gun was?

A Yes, ma'am, I do.

Q So>you were able to locate the gun.

A I was.

Q And those are the photographs of where it was found

and the gun itself; is that correct?
A That's correct.

MS. FRIAR: Your Honor, at this time I would like to
enter these into evidence.

MR. NIELSON: Without objection.

THE COURT: Without objection. Have they been marked?

MS. FRIAR: Yes, Your Honor, they are State's 17 and
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18.
THE COURT: They are in evidence.
(The photos were received as State's 17 and 18.)
Q When you found this gun and you realized what kind of

gun it was, let's go back to when you first walked into the

house and you saw that bullet on the floor.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q ~What kind of bullet was found on the floor?

A It was a .22 long rifle bullet.

0 And it was a live cartridge .227

A That's correct.

Q Is that consistent with the caliber of weapon that you
found?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Still no shell casings found, though.

A No shell casings.

Q Now, in the photograph that we have of the gun, you

have the gun in the evidence at the Chester County
Sheriff's Department; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Have y'all had an opportunity to measure the barrel of
that thing?

A We have.

Q And it's a rifle, right?

A Yes, ma'am.
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Q It's a sawed off rifle; is that right?

A It's a sawed off rifle.

Q What is the measurements of the barrel on that gun?
A It's about 11 inches long.

Q So it's certainly under 16 inches; is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q During the course of this interview -- now, you've
already read into evidence a statement of thé victim, Mr.
Byrd, and part of his statement it says, "I asked Johnny
Ray where Bobby was and he said getting high off smoking
cradk;" is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q  Did you have an oppdrtunity to queétion Mr. Sims about
whether or not he was smoking crack that night?

A I did.

Q And what did he tell you, sir?

A He later on did admit that -- I actually asked him if
we pulled his blood or if.he volunteered a bléod test what
wquld show up, 'and he said that crack cocaine would be in
his system.

Q And he admitted to using the crack and was under the
influence of crack at that time; is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am, he was.

Q Okay. So then after this, did you have an opportunity

to get a written statement from Mr. Bobby Sims?
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A I did.
Q All right.
A It was actually a typed statement that I typed and I
read to him during the interview, it was audio and video
recorded and he signed it after I read it and explained
the statement to him.
Q Okay. So his final story is in this statement that
you have; is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And in the statement he says, "We did not hit each
other with our fisté;" is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q He said he told Nantonio to leave and he didn't so he
went inside and got his .22 caliber rifle; is that correct?
A That's correct.
Q He indicates that in this statement he was —-- that the

victim was walking toward the door so he shot him; is that

correct?
A - That's correct.
Q Did he say anything that he walked into the door in a

threatening manner?

A No, ma'am, he didn't.

0 Did he say anything about walking towards the door in
an aggressive manner?

A No, ma'am.
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0 Did he say anything about walking in the door with a
weapon on him? |

A No, ma'am.

Q So he could have been walking in the door  just to try
to continue to talk with Mr. Sims;.is that correct?

A It's possible, yes, ma'am.

Q There's nothing that says that that's not true; is
that correct?

A No, ma'am.

Q All fight. And Mr. Sims has admitted to multiple

fabrications of evidence and lying at this point; is that

correct?

A " Yes, ma'am.

Q In Mr. Byrd's statement Mr. Byrd says it had nothing
to do with money and —— excuse me, in Mr. Sims's statement

he's saying he tried to pay him $28 that he owed him and
"He told me I owed him $5 interest," is that correct, in
part of his statement?.

A That's correct.

Q Now, let's look at Mr. Byrd's statement. Does Mr.
Byrd say anything or has he ever said anything about
wanting to get money from Mr. Sims?

A No, ma'am.

Q What does he say the nature of the problem was on that

particular evening?
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i\ The problem was that Johnny was cursing at his son

and speaking to his son in a threatening manner.

0 Okay. And isn't it true that in part of the
audio/video recordings that the argument continued and that
a man can only take so much of somebody just talking back
to him; is that correct?

A Absolutely.

0] And he was tired of hié mess, or his shit if we will

go with that.

A Yes, ma'am, that's what his words were.

Q And so that is why he shot the man; is that correct?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And isn't that what Mr. Byrd told you?

A That's-correct.

MS. FRIAR: All right, sir. I don't have any further
questions for this witness.

THE COURT: All right. Redirect?

MR. NIELSON: Yes, Your Honor, just to clarify a few
things.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. NIELSON:
Q = Did Mr. Bobby Sims ever tell you that the reason he
shot him was because he was sick of his shit?
A Sir?

Q Did Bobby Sims tell you the reason he shot him was
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because he was just sick of his shit?

A No, sir, he didn't.

Q So the only place that comes from is the victim saying
that that is what happened, correct?

A Yes, sif.

0 But Qe have no recorded version of the victim giving a
statement, correct?

A No, sir, we don't.

0 Discounting the first statement that Mr. Sims gave you
the night that this happened and moving to all the recorded
statements after that, was Mr. Sims very clear that he told
Nantonio to leave?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he make that a part of every stétement that he
gave ‘you?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was he very clear that Mr. Nantonio Byrd was coming

back towards the house?

A That's correct.

0 Was he very clear that he was the one who shot him?

A Yes, sir.

Q So those things never changed once you started getting

recorded statements at the police station, correct?
A No, sir, they didn't change.

Q And that's no different than his written statement,



10
11
‘12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

59 59

CHRISTOPHER REYNOLDS

correct?

A That's correct.

Q Now, there's other things that changed but those
things never did.

A No, sir.

Q Okay. When you say you searched the house, did you
pull everything out of the foyer to look for shell casings?
A No, sir.

Q Is it possible that when a gun discharges the shell
casing that it could have flipped those shell casings

somewhere in that foyer that you did not look?

A Yes, sir.

Q You stated that the foyer was extremely cluttered,
correct?

A Yes, it was.

Q So that is a very distinct possibility that there may

have been .22 shell casings, which are extremely small,
that may have been in that room that you did not find.

A We searched the best of our possibility.

0 Is that possible?

A Yes, it's possible.

Q How big is a .22 shell casing?
A I don't know the size.

Q But are they small?

A Very small, yes, sir.
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Q When you interviewed Bobby at the police station in

the recorded statements, was Mr. Sims very clear throughout

‘the entire time that there was a tussle that took place?

A Yes, sir, he was.

Q A fight of some kind?

A That's correct.

Q But did Nantonio deny there was a fight or did you

just not make that a part of his statement?

A The victim denied it was a fight. Aqd the
explanation of chairs being flipped over from the victim
was when Johnny was sitting in the chair and the shots

started that Johnny flipped it over running from the

scene.
Q Was it the chair that Johnny was sitting in?
A I'm not sure. I do believe -- Johnny. clarified that.

I believe Johnny's chair was the chair on the left and
Bobby's chair was the chair on the right.
Q The chair on the left or the chair on the right that
was flipped over?
A The chair that Johnny was sitting in was not flipped
over, but the chair that was flipped over was Bobby
Sims's.

MR. NIELSON: This 1is a picture that's already in
evidence, Your Honor. 1It's on the CD if it's not in

evidence there.
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Q Is that a picture of the front porch?
A Yes, sir.
Q And which -- is there anything impeding the spot in

front of where Johnny is sitting that would have forced him
to cross over the front door to knock over that chair?

A »There is some type of blockage right here with the

gas tank. But if Johnny was sitting on the chair on the

left, no, sir. It depends on which angle he would run to.

Q Where were the shots coming from again?
A Coming from inside the house in the foyer area.
Q So to knock over the chair on the right, would Johnny

have had to cross over the door where the shots were coming
from?

A I'm not sure exactly what position the chair was in

on the porch, just information that we got from the victim
that the chair was on the frént porch.

Q Okay.

A There's so much rummage on the right side that it
would not be in front of the door so it would be beside

Johnny's chair --

Q Okay.
A -— in this area here.
Q Okay. But did anybody tell you that's where the chair

was sitting?

A No, sir.
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Q But where the chair is sitting in that picture, is the
chair on the opposite side of the door from where Johnny
was sitting?
A Yes, sir.
Q Thank you. Did Nantonio, Jr. make any other recorded
statements other than Bobbylshot my daddy?
A No, sir. |
Q ‘That was the only statement he made that night‘thaﬁ
you know of.
A Yes, sir.

MR. NIELSON:V Beg the Court's indulgence just one
momenf.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Break in proceedings.)

MRﬁ NIELSON: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ms. Friar?

RECROSS EXAMINATION

BY MS. FRIAR:
Q Is it possible that the casings were right there where
the gentleman shot Mr. Byrd -—
A Yes, sir.
Q —-— but he picked them up and took them away so y'ali
couldn't find them?
A That's correct.

THE COURT: Thank you sir, you can step down. Let me
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see the lawyers.

(A lunch break was taken.)

THE COURT: The defense can call their next witness.

MR. NIELSON: Thank you, Your Honor. The defense
calls Mr. Bobby Randolph Sims.

THE COURT: All right.

The witness, BOBBY RANDOLPH SIMS, was first duly sworn

and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. NIELSON:

Q Please state your name for the record.

A I'm Bobby Randolph Sims.

Q And Mr. Sims, do you recall what happeﬁed on April
11th at Elm Street?

A Yes, sir.

Q Starting with when you got home that night, can you

tell us everything that happened that day?

A Well, when I got home from work?
) Yes, sir.
A I got home from work, I had been doing landscaping

work, just wanted to sit out by the barrel and get a fire
going to keep warm. I decided I wanted to split some wood
and get the barrel ready for the fire.

Q Okay. And at some point that night -- who lives at

your house with you?
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My brother, Johnny.

And is that your house, Elm Street?

Yes, sir.

Does anybody else live there besides you and your

brother Johnny?

No.

Okay. And that night, did anybody come visit you at
house?

Yes, sir, Mr. Nantonio Allen Byrd.

Mr. Nantonio Allen Byrd?

Uh-huh.

What do you call Mr. Byrd?

I called him T-Byrd, B?rd man.

Does he have a variety of different names that you
him by?

Yeah.

How long have you known Mr. Byrd?

Since he was about 15.

So you've known him a long time?

I used to babysit him. I used to baby sit him.

Do you know how old he is now?

He was born in , SO he would be 35.

How old are you?

Fifty-two.

And he came to your house that night; 1is that correct?

64
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A Right.
Q Can you tell me what happened when he came to your
house?
A I told him i would go split some wood up and Ivheard
my brother Johnny said, "Bobby, here come Byrd man." And

I said, "Okay. What in the hell do he want?"

Q Were you excited to see him?

A Well, yeah. But just pay him the $28 I owed him.

Q So you say you wanted to pay him $28 you owed him.
You owed him some money?

A Yeah,'I owed him some money.

Q And during the course of that night, did you p