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Kim A. CoLLINS, MD, FCAP
FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST
P.O.Bos 835 ~
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29402

January 26, 2019

M. Lord Slater
386 Redemption Way
McCormick, South Carolina 29899

Re: South Carolina v. Lord Byron Slater
Deéar Mr. Slater and the Court:

I am a Forensic Pathologist, board certified in Anatomic Pathology, Clinical Pathology, and
Forensic Pathology. I practiced Forensic Pathology from 1995-2008 at the Medical University of
South Carolina as a Professor of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and have served as Director
of both the Autopsy Pathology and Forensic Pathology Sections during this time. I also served as
Chief Medical Examiner of Charleston County. :

On 2-4-2001, I autopsied the body of Sharone W. Middleton, autopsy number FA-01-64. 1
identified two indeterminate range penetrating and perforating gunshot wounds to the chest.
Resultant injuries were to multiple viscera and the aorta. I retrieved one projectile from the body.
Projectile 1, recovered from the 10" right posterior-lateral intercostal space, was described as a
severely deformed, yellow metal jacketed bullet, base = 0.30 x 0.30 inch and length = 0.50 inch.
A numeral one (1) was inscribed on the base. The second projectile caused a perforating wound
and thus was not within the body (the projectile exited the body). The cause of death was listed
as “Two indeterminant range, penetrating and perforating gunshot wounds to the chest”. The
manner of death was deemed homicide. It is my understanding that the solicitor and public
defender agreed to stipulate to the autopsy report. I was not subpoenaed to testify. IfI had been
subpoenaed to testify as to the autopsy findings, I would certainly have done so.

A

Respectfully, 8worn to and subseribed

w‘before me this

AU’y o rwrep 209
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A0 G Ric,

Kim A. Collins, MD AN
. o : SN QNMMISS, ‘D
Forensic Pathologist N _\(,0 RIS
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PREMIER

INVESTIGATIVE ASSOCIATES

MAY 15, 2018

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

'1- IN MARCH, 2018 PREMIER INVESTIGATIVE ASSOCIATES (PIA) WAS
RETAINED BY LORD BYRON SLATER TO OBTAIN DOCUMENTS,
SPECIFICALLY STATE’S EXIBIT 35 (STIPULATION), FROM THE
CRIMINAL DEFENSE FILE RELATIVE TO THE CHARGE OF MURDER
FROM HIS ATTORNEY, ASHLEY PENNINGTON.

2- ON APRIL 11,2018 I MET WITH ASHLEY PENNINGTON AND REVIEWED

' SLATER’S CRIMINAL DEFENSE FILE. THE DOCUMENT (STIPULATION)

WAS NOT FOUND IN THE ATTORNEY’S FILE. '

3- ON APRIL 18,2018 I WENT TO THE CHARLESTON COUNTY CLERK OF
COURT’S OFFICE AND REVIEWED THE MURDER TRIAL FILE.
I LOCATED STATE’S EXIBIT 35 (STIPULATION) SIGNED BY THE
PROSECUTOR AND THE DEFENSE ATTORNEY.

. 4- ACOPY OF THE STIPULATION WAS PROVIDED TO LORD BYRON SLATER.

/ GEORGE W. HAWKINS
- INVESTIGATOR

~ SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
- '15“* DAY OF MAY, 2018

NOTLRY EUBLIL FOR SOUTH CAROLINA
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 3|2 -2 \o

PREMIER Investigative Associates, 1661 N. Main Street, Suite 11, Summerville, SC 29483 843—471—0909



' STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURRT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) Indictments 2001-GS-10-3221, 3223, 3226

THE STATE

STIPULATION
V.

S WA M. T " g

LORD BYRON SLATER

The State of South Carolina, by and through its undersigned attorney, and the Defendant,
by and through his undersigned attorney, hereby stipulate and agree:

1. If Dr, Kim Collins were called to testify she would testifyvthat she is a Forensic

Pathologist at the Medical University of South Carolina in Charleston, South
Carolina, .

2. That on February 4, 2001, she was called upon to perform an autopsy on the body
of Sharone Middleton, who had died on February 3, 2001, _

3. That on February 4, 2001, she performed the autopsy on Sharone Middleton to -
determine the cause of his death, '

4 That after examining the body of Sharone Middleton she determined that he

suffered two (2) indeterininant range, penetrating and perforating gunshot wounds
tothe chest, : ' ’

5. That she would testify that in her Aexpert opinion, to a reasonable degree of

medical certainty, Sharone Middleton died as a result of the two (2) gunshot
wounds to the chest. ' ‘

AND IT IS SO STIPULATED THIS \S_W DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2001.

éale % Du l Temble ; .

Attorney for the State -

Ashley Pennington
Attorney for the Defendant




SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE

Division of Appellate Defense ) : Robert M. Dudek, Chief Appellate Defender

1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 - Wanda H. Carter, Deputy Chief Appellate Defender
" Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332
Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1397

May 24, 2018

M. Cole Brooks Gray #330061

‘McCommick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way : B
McCormick, SC 29899 :

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Gray:

Ireceived a call from your trial lawyer Mr. Oppermann this week. He let me know that you
contacted him to request a copy of the stipulation that was entered as an exhibit at your trial. I am

enclosing a copy of that exhibit for you with this letter.

- T have not filed a brief in your case yet. When I do, I will send you a copy, and keep you
updated on the case.

. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about your case. A
telephone privilege form is on file with SCDC that allows you to call me collect, or you can write
to me if you prefer.

Sincerely,

JKD/ep

- Enclosure




STATR OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) o
_ ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF ANDERSON ) 10™ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
_ ) | , |
THE STATE, ) STIPULATION BY THE DEFENSE
) Indictment Nos.: 2017-GS-04-1220;1850:1851
-V§- ) )
: )
COLE B. GRAY, )
' ' )
Defendant. )
)

The Defendant, Mr. Cole B. Gray, stipulates, by and through his attorney; Mr. Joseph
Oppermann, the following:

1) That on November 12" while operating a mator vehicle and driving on a road, street
and/or highway of the State of South Carolina, fail to stop when sighaled by 4 law
ertforcement vehicle by means of a signal and a flashing light; and

2) That he failed to stop despite knowledge that he had been so si gnaled,

7

/.- - ——
/ﬁ%’ JOSEPH OPPERMANN SC BAR #77543
' ASSISTANT PURLIC DEFENDER
2

Anderson, South Carolina
October 16, 2017
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