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Your petitioner respectfully requests relief from this Court. The petitioners
in this action have filed multiple motions and scheduled substantive hearings for
" June of this year, while this case is still in this Honorable Court’s appellate
jurisdiction, pendingza writ of certiorari to review the South Carolina Court of
Appeals decision.

BACKGROUND

The central question presented to this Court for review is whether a jury trial
is available given the circumstances of the case.

Your petitioner timely filed a petition for certiorari to review the Court of
Appeals opinion dismissing the appeal. As such, the case has never returned to the
circuit court or the Master in Equity’s court; however, the respondents have
requested orders and relief from both courts and scheduled substantive hearings.

First, the respondents represented to the circuit court that the case was
dismissed by the circuit court and requested the chief administrgtive judge, the
Honorable Jocelyn Newman to reinstate the case. 'The mode of trial is at the heart
of the petition for a writ of certiorari and the referral order to the Master in Equity
is the order that was appealed. The Master in Equity Judge Joseph Strickland is

the Judge that actually signed the administrative dismissal that dismissed the case

! Order from Judge Strickland dismissing the case




in the lower court. As such, he is the judge that should have reinstated the case;
however, the respondents requested the reinstatement from the circuit court instead
without the benefit of this Court’s decision regarding the writ of certiorari.

Second, the petitioners have also filed a motion for summary judgment, but
this time they filed thé motion in the Master in Equity’s court. This hearing has
been scheduled, before the Master in Equity, for a hearing on June 18, 2018.

Quite obviously the Master in Equity’s order that dismissed the case would
need to be vacated as it was entered inadvertently, a’; a time when neither the
circuit court nor the Master in Equity Court had jurisdiction, over the case. The
circuit court signed the order; however, it is the petitioner’s understanding that the
Master in Equity and not a circuit court judge that must vacate his own order
because the circuit court judge is on the same level as the Master in Equity, given
the referral.

Instead of waiting for this Court to determine whether it would issue a writ
of certiorari, the respondents have presented both the circuit court and the Master
in Equity’s court with requests for hearings and requests for relief without waiting
for this Court’s decision.

The actions of the respondents may be due to the fact the attorney
representing the respondents has left the firm of McGuire Woods and new

attorneys have entered appearances. Nevertheless, the petitioner is placed in the




position of having to respond to multiple motions and preparing for substantive
hearings at a time when the circuit court or the Master in Equity’s court does not
have jurisdiction.

The petitioner respectfully requests this Court to enjoin the respondents
from filing further motions or substantive hearings until this Court enters its

determination.
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Wlthout Prejudlce

The court S transrtlon to an electronic case management system '
madvertently farled to provide a method of closing some cases. Asa

result, South Carolina Court Admmlstratlon has notlﬁed this offlce of
several thousand pendmg cases in Richland County Court

Admlnlstratlon records are not accurate, because of a computer glitch.
Thus, all cases reported as pendmg on the attached exhlblt are hereby
dlsmlssed wrthout prejudlce \

IT IS SO ORDERED.

) Jo&p\ M. Strickland

Richland County Master-In- Equity
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