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You folks aré'serving on what we call the petit

jury. And you will actually listen to the facts

_presented by both sides, if both sides want to

present. "But the burdep of proot ié much higher in
a trial like this. But this is where the‘actual
guilt or innocenge.phase of the process is
conducted.

..A'person who has been indicted_fbr a crime
never ﬁaS'to prove that they are innocent. vThe
State ér the'governmenf alwéys has to pfove guilt
befond a feésonable_doubt is the burden -- or the
standard of burden-of proof that we have iﬁ this
coﬁhtry. | |

Now, Mr. Santonio Torez Williams has been
indipted %or the crime df murder. Now, I;m going to
read‘you this indictmént so that yéu will knowvwhat
thgse charges are for Ehé.purpose of aSkiné'if
anybod? knowé anything about this case. Remember,
this is the charging instrument, it's not evidence.,
Iﬁ's the only piece of paper thaﬁ goes béCk iﬂto the

codrtroom -- or into the jury room when the jury

‘deliberates. And the only reason —-- or it's the

only piece of paper that's not evidence. And the

foreman can write the verdict, which will be either

‘only reason it's going back is 'so  that'the jury—-—-———-’
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A guilty or not guilty.

Now this indictment, which was issued by the

Aiken County Grand Jury, is Indictment

Williams did, while either acting alone or with

others, in Aiken County on or about April 14th,
. : /

2015, feloniously, willfully and with malice
aforethpught murder | ._. ' by means of
shooting her at 219'Diamdnd Street in Aiken County,
South Carolina,.and thé victim did dié as a
proximate ?esult thereof on April 14th( 2015, all of
this being in violation‘of Section,16—3—ld'of the_
Soufh Carolina Code of-Lawé,.1976 as.aménded.

T will ask, is. there any member of the'juryf
panel who knows anything at ali about .this case?  If .
so,-wquld you please stand..

; I don't knéw if there_was anyfhing in the
news --

Yes; ma'am. You're in the jury panel? -

FPOTENTIAL JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: .Okay: You want to come up here?

Whatlis your name and number, élease?

POTENTIAL JUROR: 116.

THE COURT: What do.yqu knéw’about it?

POTENTIAL JUROR: I'm best friends with his
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morning. If you would report back at 9:30 and we
should'be able to get started promptly after that.
Thank yéu very much for‘your patiehce and we'll. see
you tomorrow at 9:30.. |
(The jury exits the courtroom at 12:20 PM.)
THE COURT: All right. -Now, the rest offyou'

folks, I told you Judge Young, Jeff Young, is going

"to be presiding over a term of civil court. ' He sent

- word up. Since it's_12:30 and they've got‘é couple

little pretrial matters they're trying to work out

‘on that ‘case, he wants you to gb ahead and go to

lunch and just report back to that jury room that
you‘came into first thing this morning. Report-back

there at 2:00 and ‘then they will prbceed from ther%
to dfaw a civil jury. '
Ali right},.Thénk you Very:much for your
patience. I pfobébly!ﬁon't see you again this.week,l
(Balange of the jury pool excused at 12:21 EM.)
THE COURT: Okay. Y'all have some‘mOtioné for
me? | | |

MR. MCCARLEY: Yes, sir, Ybur Honor. The State

has asked that we kick it off.

I ask that the ¢lerk those up. .

Your Honor, that is the motion to sequester the
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State's witnesses during the course of this'--

during the course of this case. We've received 'a

number of inconsistent statements from a number of

i

different witnesses, and we think it's appropriate

) ’ ’ AN . L
to keep those folks out of the courtroom.and divided

_éoing forward. Not everyone -- obviously, it's in

your-solé discretion. Not everyone; law enforcemeﬁtv
and the like —- | .

THE COURT: I USualiy let them keep their lead
investigaﬁor in.

MR. MCCARLEY: Absolﬁtely.

THE COUﬁT: Anybody else has.got to wait until
you céll‘them.

MR. MCCARLEY: . Yes, ‘sir.

oA
\

MS. HALL: Two of the witnesses are a Taquan

Coach ‘and a Patricia Coach. - They are the sistér and

‘brother of the deceased. I think they have a right

to be present pursuant to the Victim's Bill .of
Rights, 'so we'd ask your Court's order not include

those family members. Beyond that, we just ask for

!
! .

reciprocal sequestration.
MR. MCCARLEY: In that regard, Your Honor,

Taquan Coach is actually who's going to be involved

.probably. You'll hear his name later on in these’

motions. He's the person at the scene of an earlier
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/

shooting who, sﬁpposedly, is the'person being
;etaliated against in this'incident. So I think his
pﬁesénée would_bé an issue for the Defehse énd we'd
like him sequéstered as well, Your Honor.

THE COURT: What's his role? .

/

MR. THURMOND: - He is the brother of

the 16-year-old child who was murdered by

Mr. Williams. He was.there on this wall at 219

- Diamond Street, two positions down ‘from his sister,

when shortly after 9:00, a dark-colored, four—door
car comesiby and a singlershétgun blasf is
discharged from the rear driver's side seat.

: Shé‘was nbt the intended target, he was: vHe
was the ihtended target because he 1is the suspect.in
an unéolved‘homicide back frbm Januéry 11th, 2015?
where a yéung man by the name of Doﬁnie Brboks was
murderea in the North Augusta area,-allégedly by
Mr. Taﬁuan Coach.- |

THE COURT: What's the priority that you have

as far as calling'him?

MR. THURMOND: He's the second -- I think the

| C -
THE COURT: Well, why don't we hold him out for

the first one -- -

MR. MCCARLEY: I think his sister may be the
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first witness. He's very early.
THE COURT: I'll balance‘the -— he definitely

would have a right, but it's balanced against the

~defendant's rights as well. So if he's going to be

called as the Second witness or thereabouts, then
I'1l sequester himQ
| " MR. THURMOND; .Yes, sir; Thank yoﬁ, Your
Honor.' | o -

.THE'COURT: All right. Anything else?

MR.VBUSH: Yes, Yoﬁ; Honor. May it pieaserthe
Court. This ‘is going to be an oral motion undér
Rule 5 of Souttharolina Rules of Criminal
Pfocedure. ‘This motion arises out.oﬁ the Defense
recei?iﬁg.eXpert reports-which‘wc.believe,the State
1ntehds t¢ introduce in,their case in chief. We
received these repofts Friday evehing at 5:17 PM and
another‘report, an édditional report, yesterdéy at
2:27 PM, hence why we don't haVe a Written métion
for Your Honor. '. | ¢

We wéuld argue that this expert report should
have been turned over in accordance with Rulé 5(Df
under.the South Cérolina Rules of Criminal
Eroceduref We served aﬁd filed our original Rule .5
letter on Méy 29th, 2015; and'the‘State has had an

ongoing duty to give us any information that is in,
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their possession.

The report from their expert indicates'that the

report itself was generated on November 7th of 2016,

the report that we received Friday. Thatfs 82 days
from the date that the report was generated that it
Came}ihto our posséssion, Your Honor. The repqrt o
that we reCefved yesterday‘afternoon at.2;27 PM_was.
dated January thh, 2017, 17 days.aftef the report
was\generated, |

Given thét these are expert reports and.the
State_intendé to introduce them aS'é&idencé'in chief
at triél, we believe they shou;d have been turned

over to'us as soon as they came into the State's

possession. Moreover, the State knew we hired an

-expert in this case -- a phone'expert in this case

and got us the;é reports in a time that didn't give
us a reasoqable'amount of~time‘to give these re?orts
to éuf_expert and have them fevieWed prior to trial.

"Given their violation of Rulel5, we believe
thatlwe‘Ve been'prejudicéd, Your Honor, and} as a
result, we Would ask that this.Court wéuld sSuppress
any-reports from their expert.

THE COURT: A phone.expert?

MR. BUSH: Correct, Your Honor.~

THE COURT: -From -- is this the person that is
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-5.'6
going to come in from the phone company and say this
is what the reports are? |

MR. BUSH: It's an FBI special égent, Your
Honor. |

THE COURT: All right. Why do you --

MB. TQURMOND: May it pleasé’the Court. We
have long provided the Defense with all of the
underlying data, all of the raw data, if you.will, y
all the-cell phone records,-all tﬁe tower locations.
The report is, essentially, our work product. - It is
how we have dedided'to organize that raw data and
present. it to the jury. |

We have assisted in-the layout. We've placed

our key geographid‘locations on those maps‘that are

relevant to our case, places where the witnesses say

‘they were on the night in question. We have

color-coded phone numbers, both for Mr. Harris and

Mr. Williams -- I;m Sorfy, Mr. Jefferson énd
Mr. Williamé.' |

We selected the calls that we wanted displayed,
we selected-how they were displayed, we selectéd how
the sectors were diSpiayed; fo) thiS'isArealLy
demonstrative evidence. .It's sémething that we have
pérticipated in the creation of.

It has been no secret that we were going to be '

10
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using these maps. We met with defense counsel on

January 20th and. discussed it, again, on the 22nd.

Your Honor, we met in this courtroom on Tuesday, the

24th, for approximately four’hours with the FBI
ageﬁt and we were -- it was still in roﬁgh_draft
form. There were still aspects of his report fhat
did not inblﬁde>infdrmation that we!£hougﬁt was
relevant to the case.

So it has been a work in progress that we.have
shafed with them Eecauséiwe told'theﬁ we had it.and
we told them that we_were erking on it. So I take
a little bit of issue with we have saf on this since.
Novémber 7th, 82 days.  As of Tuesday, January the
24th, it Wasn't done.. So as soon'aé it,was done to
oﬁr satisfaction; we have turned‘that over to them.
And again, Your Honor, this is_demdnstrative in
natg;e and it is‘oﬁf work product.

THE COURT: Sounds like y'all have been kind 5f
awafé of all of‘the.issues_andeﬁateverioéihions
fhat he's goiﬁg to say.  Ybu knew about it as of-
lasfvéeek, ié that not trﬁe?

MR. BUSH: We were aware of the call detail

' /
records, yes, Your Honor. We were not aware of the

‘actual maps that this expert -- Solicitor Thurmond ™~

indicates that he may have -- they may have assisted

11

11
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their éxpert in creating these maps, but the date
s£ampvfrom tﬁe agent who created this map‘ié} égain,
November 6th, 2016, not in rough draft form at that
péint, when he dates the reportihg being finalized.
'Moreover, Solicitér Thurmond indicates that
this-e&idence is demonstraﬁive, but I think they -
intend to introduce this into‘evidénce.that the jury
canltake back with them to review durihg‘the course
of this trial.  So it wéuldn’t necegsarily just be
demonstrative evidence, it's evidence that they
intend to introduce in the trial that their experf-
relied on in forming hisvopinions ébout where people

may or may not have been during the times of £his

“incident, Your. Honor.

‘THE COURT: You have an expert?
MR. BUSH: We do, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Does your expert say they need more

.

time?

MR. BUSH: ‘I was unable to gef in ‘touch with
him until just last night, Your'Honor; He ‘was-
unsure whether or not he was going to be able to
revie& these records prior to our trial begihning.
THE COURT: When is he coming? | |

MR. BUSH: We don't ‘intend to call him as a

witness, Your Honor.-

12



13

10

11

12

13

14

15.

16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

13

13

59

THE COURT: Well, then what dQeS that matter?
MR. BUSH: I apologize. We didn't intend to

call him as a witness. We don't know whether -or not

we're going to need him or not until he has the

épportunity_to reViéw the expert reports that we
have. |

T'HE COURT: Is there anything that yoﬁ didn't
know abbut? 'I.mean, that;s;a surprise?

MR. BUSH: Not from the call detail records,

no, Your Honor. But the layout,'héw they've got the

maps done/ hoW>£hey're sectioned -out, ‘Your Honor,

it's different from the prévious maps that we were

supplied from ATF that theY're'not using in trial.

~

THE COURT: Well, it doesn't sound like the
material in it or the opinion is new material or a
surprise to you. Here's what I'll do: I'll give

you until tomorré4w morning to have your expert

‘review it. If he can demonstrate that it's a

cbmpletely new theory or something_in it that's"
surp:ising and he.doesn't_ha§e'a'chance to rebut it,
I'1ll consider é continuance.

‘But right now I'm hearing it was a work in
pfogress, y‘all.knew about it,. there's nothing new
as far as the theory about it being your c¢lient's —

phone records and where it shows that he was. So

13
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I'il take‘it under advisement and'let;you-review it
in the morning after you've had a chance to.go over
it wifh'your-experf. | _

MR. THURMOND: Your Honor, just briefly, ﬁuié

5(a)(1)(D), it's a section of repérts bf

examinations and tests, that speaks to scientific

tests or experiments. This' is more of like a layout

and design issue. All the raw data was there. It's

just how we have elected. with our input on how we
want-ﬁhét data shown to .the jury.

. THE COURT: Well, having a little bit of
experience with'these things,.I mean, it's not like
this is an'dpinion abbut, you know,‘in a medical
case'where, like, in_my opinion it's/deviated_ﬁrom
the séaﬁdard of care or anything; this is almost
more like a fact witness than it is an opihioh\
witness. o

"I know ypu've got to call him an ex?ert, but

he's just laying out data and showing this is where

it pldts on a map. I'm not sure what Qpihion you're

going to be eliciting from him other than théée afe
the records that wé got supplied to us from the
Veri;dn or phone company, and if you take thoée
nuﬁbers énd piot them out on a map, you can follow

it from these cell towers.

14
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'MR. THURMOND: These phone numbers were pinging
off this sector on this particular tower, that's all
he's going to say.

THE COURT: That's what they typically are.

That's why I say I'm having a little bit of trouble

understanding what préjudiée yoﬁ have. But if your

~expert looks at them>tonight and can come up with a

theory of, oh, this is all new and we had-nd-idea
that any of this is.What we were géing to héér,_then
I'11 éonsider fhé continuance. But we're not going
to kick the evidence but-atfthis éoint.
AVMR.'BUSH: Thank you, Your.Honér,
| THE'CdURT: Wﬁat else?
"MR. BUSH: .Your Honor( the third motion here

arises from a search warrant from Septeﬁber the 6th

~of 2016. 1I've got a copy of those search.warrants

for Your Honor. These are from Facebook records.
" Your Honor, this search warrant was secured

from Facebook records. We believe it's in violation

of the Fouith Amendment of the Constitution of the

United States, Article One, Section 10, South

_Carolina Constitution and Soﬁth Carolina Code of

Laws Section 17-13-140, protecﬁ;ng the right of this
défendént against unreasonable sedrches and seizure.

Now, the search warrant for these records, the

15



16

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

16

16

62

grounds indicate that they were trying to get
information to include all present and deleted user

ID numbers, e-mail address, date and timestamp on

* the account creation date, the most recent log-ins,

registered mobile number, .profile contact
information, mini fée, status uPdate, sharés, nofeé,
wail postingé, friend listings frpm Facebook_group
IDs, group listings with Facebook groﬁps IDs, future

and past events, video listing with file name, user

'phbtd, private messages and IP logs between the

dates of January lst, 2015 to present.

NQw,:specifically,_Your Honor, what‘we're
sayihg is_that'we believe the State inténdé to
introduce evidenqe,of, as law enforcemeﬁt worded it
in their Search warrént, private ﬁessages beﬁweeﬁ.

our client and.other individuals on Facebook. The

way in which, as Your Honor may well be aware,

Faéebook works, you become friends by either

'aCCepting a friendship request or sending a

friendship request to another person. And then once

 you’re friends on.Facebook, you can choose whether

or not you would like to post Qh-somebody's wall or

- you can send them a private direct message.

Here, Your Honor, we're saying that these

. private direct messages should be treated no

16
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differently than lettérs, letters being Qritten back
ana forth,between individuals. Mediﬁms, sﬁch'as
private messages and_text messaging'apd e-mails,
thoSe are, essentially, our letters of today. And
our forefathers when'they envisioned the'FourthA
Amendment protecfing‘the rights of the people in

their papers'éﬁd in letters, they could only go off

what they had, Yodr Hthr. And at that'timé, it was

 handwritten notes --

THE COURT: I don't disagree with you, but this
is not.a>warrantless search. This is a search

warrant. So you're Challehging probable cause?

MR. BUSH: We're challenging probable cause and

‘his expectation of privacy in these direct messages,

Yoﬁr Honor, more the expectation df privacy in these
direct messages. We're saying that —-
‘THE COURT: You'ré séyiné.that they}re_
! : .
absolutely undiscoverable? -

MR. BUSH: We're saying that just because law

enforcement can get Qnto.somebody's Facebook doesn't

/

~mean they would have access to go and read their

Facebook messages. No different than if someone was

convicted of a crime, law enforcement couldn't go in

‘and start opening the mail in ERE1iT Rome to read™ -

what their letters might say.

17
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'THE COURT: Well, that's why they went and got
a search warrant, right?

MR. BUSH: Correct, Your Honor. _ o

THE COURT: So they didn't just.-- I mean, they

.didn't go digging into private accounts.. They could

' see what -- there was. a public account?

MR. BUSH: They ceuldf Your Honor.

THE COURT: Then they went and got a search-

‘warrant?

MR. BUSH; Correct, Ypﬁr Honorx.
. THE CQUﬁT: So -=-

Mﬁ,»EUSH:: And therefs no hexue in the search
warrant to state‘why‘fhey'were goithafter these
direct messages,.theee private meesagee as law
enforcement indicated that they wefe.

So if there was a nexus between the crime and

these Facebook privaﬁevmessages,‘l could see where

that.might be‘ecceptable. But unless>there's a
nexus betweeﬁ'private ﬁessages on Facebook and a
murder, whiehzlaw enforcement didn't know at the
time because they didn't have access to those
messages prior to getting the Search warrant, yeu
know, we -- ouf client's expectation of privacy
would be to keep those direct meesages suppressed;

Your Honor.

18
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THE COURT: What's the State's response?
'MS. 'HALL: Your Honor, an investigator with our

office actually sought_this search warrant. It was

based of f of his viewing of the public page of the

defendant which had commﬁnicafion about the
Ridgeview Manor shooting,- the January 11th, 2015,
shooting, és wéll_és posts related to the Diamond
Street shooting involving.this particular case..

* Based dff‘of thatlr—'and it is aisb outliged in
the investigator's affidavit for the search-wa;rant

that in his experience in investigating violent

~crimes such as homicides, robberies, and home

~invasions, he has firsthand knowledge that‘many

defendants and their coconspirators utilize Facebook

during the planning execution and post-deliberation’

~of the crime;

As Mr. Bush-was saying, these are

communications much like -- these inbox messages are

"like text messages, sendirg-back. and forth. .It's

‘ndt public. ‘But that's exactlflwhat we were seeking -

\
defendant was using Facebook to communicate about
these events. And the search warrant is for what is
not public. T

THE COURT: Well, let me look at these. I

19
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haven't seéh them before. )
| All right. Soas I understand this, the.poiice
had informatibﬁ that the‘defendant was involved in
this shooting and thaf.the shooting was fetaliation
on a gang-related pre?ious shooting. The policé did
investigation on Facebook; saw the defendant and
thié Mr. Go?don both had Facebook pages, and because
they had post?d pictures dépicting gang affiliation
on their Faéébook pages, which wereApublic, they
then got this search warrant to gét their private
reqbrds off of Facebqok. Is that what it boils doWn
to?
K MR. BUSH: 'Eésentially, yes, Your Hdnor.
-QYTHE'COURT: .Did I miés aﬁything?

MR. BUSH: I believe -- you know, %ust.other-
than the Ridgeyiew Manor,.you kpow¢ murder, I guess,
is pa;t of their basis for searching these~rec§rdé-
and finding these privaté messages.

MS. HALL:l Your Honor, as part of the gang
affi;iation, oftentimes there 1is a certaih>way that
peopie write When they're affiliated with a gahg.
That is depicted in private m@ssagés that they'ré

referring. That sort of information is within the

private messages.

THE COURT: Okay. But yod're challenging

20

20
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probable cause>to issue the seérch warrant.. Is thaﬁ
. : : « (

MR. BUSH: Just to the private messages, yes,
Your Honof. | | |

THE COURT: Well, I understand that they're
private messages. The question is, did they have
probable cause to seize thoSe(privaté messages?"Is
that whaﬁ your objection'is? 

‘., MR. BUSH: Thaﬁ_i§ correct,’Your Honorﬁ

THE COURT: ' It's not that private_mesSages on
Faceboékfare’undiScoverable? | |

MR. BUSH: Correct, Your Honor.

THE.COURT: Just that they didn't have probable
cause to have Facebook give them access to those
particular private messages?

MR. BUSH: ' Yes, Yp{;r Honor.

| THE.COURT: SQ'YOur fésponse to that?
Mé. HALLE Your Hdhér, the inﬁestigator iaid

out particular knowledge that he_had from prévious

" investigations that Facebook message is utilized to

communicate during the course before a cﬁime and
after a crimé. >

Now, that is not public communication, these
péoplé'arenft”publicly communicating about crimés;”

it's within these private messages that they

21
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communicate. It was obvioﬁs fromra public page that-
he had an_aqtivevaccount, had an active account |
durihg‘tﬁis time and”wasvactively communicating
abouf these partiéular eveﬁts on the.public.page.

So there w§s probable cause to believé»thaﬁ he wés,
in factr'communicatihg in thé messagés that could
not - be seen by'the_publicf |

THE COURT: Okay. Well, I agree. Based on

' what I -have heard by way of arg@ment and what I've

read in the supporting affidavit that .accompanies

the search warrant-waé the basis for the search

" warrant, they've‘laid out a sufficient groundwork

that I think gave rise to probable cause'for the

issuance of the search warrant; that they had

ke

knowledge or they had reliable information that the

defendaht was involved in the shooting, was a gang

member; that this was a gang—related-shooting, and

: , ‘ . |
that the intended target. was a gang member and this

’

wrong time. But they were making comments on the

death of the victim, which I understand is the

motive for the shooting on Facebook.

So I think that gives rise to probable cause
o

for the issuance of a search warrant so that'they'

~could ‘then go after any -- and look and see if theré

22
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are any private messageé assoclated with'the
deféndant'érFacebook accounf. So your motion is
denied. All right.

MR. BUSH: Thank you, Your Honor.

" THE COURT: Whaﬁ else?

MR.- MCCARLEY: gYour'Hdnor, the bfief.that the
State sent you raised approximatély'fivé iésues.
And they féquested -— Mr. Thurmond\requested that I

speak to those. 1I'm handing up two cases, one for

‘ you and your clerk --

MR. THURMOND: fgur HonQi, can we —-- could we .-
let the victim's mother étep out? Some of £his
sﬁbject métter is kind of sensitive, and_shé'd like
to step out. |

THE COURT: Sure.

MR. MCCARLEY:v Your HOn@r, it's.our

understanding that the State is going -to seek to

A

introduce what -- I don't know how we all want to

refei to it, the murder.of DonnielBrooks,‘the.

January 2015 murder, fof which the Séate alleges

this incident ié retaiiation. _ | o
Iﬁ'their brief to you, Your Honor, they cite

State v. -- I don't know how to pronounce this, I

apologize -- Ratschi [phonetic]. In tHat casé, Your ~

Honor, that was a close personal intimate

23
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relationship; bank accounts and dating and, again,
intimate. It was a domestic call, it began as a

domestic: call, and they go to motive ﬁhere in a 404

’

,analysis to get the prior bad act and character

evidence in.

in this case, Your Honor,‘it’s aétuélly thé
opposite: Théré.is né relatiOnship‘between the
parties and they're trying to create one ﬂith gangs
and gang retaliation. So. I think we can aistinguish
this(inéideht from the‘case that the State cites on
those groundé. |

Furthermore, Your Honor,‘one’of the cases that .

I handed up, Spears, begins with a 404 analysis, but

. then demands a 403(b) probative prejudicial

analysis. . The State's brief to you does not go into

403. I'd like to go into 403 particularly as it
relates to-them trying to get the previous shooting

" b I
in.’

Relevant évidence may be excluded if its
probative'value is substantially outWeighed b;;‘one}
the~danger of unfair prejudicé,vwhigh.is any undue
tendency to suggést decision oh:improper basés‘such
as emoﬁioh. | |

Your Honor, I think when we talk about gangs,

it's not.classic emotion like an autopsy photo or

.

24
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anything.iike that, but I think it'definitely gives
rise. It's, essentially, an aggravéting
circumstance in a lot of ways.' And that's the way a
lot of‘people view it. 'And, frankly, with gangs,
oftentimes, rightfully so.

Improper basis -- gives rise to an improper

" basis for the decision of the jury. They'd find him

guilty of being in a gang as opposed.to what he's

‘Charged with,vYoqr Honor, éssentially‘lowering the

bar. ’

Number two under 403 (b) is confusion of the

. issues. I think this absolutely confuses the issue

when you discuss first murder, second murder,

Brooks' murder. It's going back and forth. I think

Cif the‘State Wanted tb go down that road --

' THE COURT: Brooks was the first --
MR. MCCARLEY: 'Donﬁie Brooks' ﬁurder. The
murder of Donnie Brdoké/would be the first mﬁfder.
_THE COURT: Okay. - |
MR. MCCARLEY; .And whé%vthey're-seeking to
bring into this case, Yoﬁr Honor. I think it
definitely confuses the issue‘and will confﬁse the
jury.
, Misleading-the'jufy. "I think, esgehtially["-‘

they're misleading the jury. They want to talk

25
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about this first murder and folks' involvement in
that and gangs' involvements in that. When my
client -- near as I can tell, to the State's credit,

they did turn over the investigative materials from

the first murder, which is unsolved, uncharged."
They did turn those over to me because they were

‘going to seek to get them into the case. And I have

réviéwed them. I haven't seen'énytﬁihg where my
client was'theref So it's just -- it's juSt a lérge
distance that:can only be covéred_by putting them in
gangs between these two. ~And I think that is going
to mislead the jﬁry, Your Honor. o

In State v. Smiﬁh,»You; Honor -- gding back to

the 404 analysis, has to be clear and convincing

evidence. In State v. Smith, and I'm going to quote .

4

this case: Evidence of Defendant's possiblé

involvement in an earlier murder, which second

murder_victim appeared to COnfeés in a phony.suicide
note.was not admissible' to show that Secénd:ﬁurder
was committed in order to exculpate in the first
crime. : o *

And this is wheére it's impdrtant: Evidence of
the defendant's involvemént in an earlier crime was
not clear or con&incing inasﬁuch as there Was no

(

évidence-plécing him at the scene. Your Honor, the

26
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13

person actually‘plaéed at the scene would be Taqdan'
Coach; who was the suépect in the.first -—

THE COURT: Well, as I understand it, they're
hotvalléging your client was involved in the first
murder. It's just that this Qas gaﬁg{retfibution
Ifor -= they_were'in opposite rival gangs and the
murder of Donnie Brooks took place in rétribution -=

MR. MCCARLEY: The second -- )

THE COURT: The‘second‘hurder took placé.fof
retribution‘for Doﬁnie Brooks, ndtvthat &our'ciient
was involved in ahy way with Donnie Brooks.

MR. MCCARLEY: Correct.

THE COURT: They‘were ih the same gang, I take
it. | | |

MR. MCCARLEY: Right. I think involving that.
unsolved, unchargéd'murder in this case}is.going to.

involve him for'the jury. And that's why we'd ask

- Your Honor to keep;that first case out. If --

THE COURT: -Does it involve Him? I mean, is

thére evidenée that he's involved in the first one?

.MR. MCCARLEY: The State is going to present
evidence that hexs in a gang'that was‘inVO;ved ih

the first one. They're trying to involve him in

THE COURT: Well, other than just they happen

27
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‘to be members in the same gang, that's not enough.
There's goﬁ to bé-some lihkage —-— somebody has gét
té be. -- there's got to be_ste evidence to éhow
‘this wés done in revenge.‘
MR. MCCARLEY: That's correct.

THE COURT: So not -- you're correct. I mean,

" the gang affiliation'by itself is highly

prejudiciél;'hOwever, it can be used to éhow_mOtive‘
if they can show something other than pure
mempership in a gang.

MR. MCCARLEY: Correct.’

JTHE COURT: Has to be clear and convincing

.evidencs.

So what you got?

~

MR. THURMOND: Réspectfully, the Court and

Mr. McCarley are'using the term gang a whole. lot

mbre thén we are planning to. This January;llth'
homicide of’Donnie Broéks bccurred aﬁ the Ridgeview
Manor Apartmeﬁts. An individual by the name of,"
ChristianvGordon’gave the namé~of Taquan Coach to
law enfpréement as the last personnhe saw, the only

person he saw, outside the window and running away

. from the scene moments after Donnie Brooks was

)

murdered with a shotgun,‘ Your Honor --

THE COURT: And he was the intended-victim in

28
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this murdet, Taquan?
- MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. ,Thereiare
numerous.—— | ’ .
THEvCOURF: At least, that's your theory —--
MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir.
- : : ,

THE COURT: -- he was theé intendéd.victim?

MR. THURMOND: ﬁumérous Facebook pictures and
posts on Janﬁary the 11£h, the dayrDonnie érdoks was
murdered, on thiS'defendant‘é Facébook rage; to
include a photograph of the incident location with

North Augusta Public Safety still processing the

scene, and numerous photographs showing Donnie

together bn numérous occasions.
I'm not prepared to call them all gang members,
although I have reason to believe that they are.-

But .the three of them had a close personal

retaliatory shooting as Taquan Coach missing him on
the 14th of April, just about three
months afterwards. .

THE COURT: Can you préve all this without

reference to gang membérship then? . |
'MR. THURMOND: There's going to be @ little bit ~—~— - -
of incidental reference to gahg membership.

(

29
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Post-arrest Mr. Williams makes a statement to one- of

but shot her, reférring to Taquan Coach and

But he kind of laughed about. he was

trying to shoot both of them and that it was in

his cellmates that he shot these people, missed him,

retaliation for his friend that got killed and would

elevate his status in the gang. That's from a .

jailhouse informant.

Your Honor, there is an allegatioh that Taquan '

Coach;is a member of a neighborhood group or a gang -

.called the Wolf Pack. And there is going to be

'testimony that a day or so after the shooting that

Santonio Williams made a statement to a

Mr. Jefferson that he got to shooting at the Wolf

Pack. .So we think that is relevant.

. , : A - .
So I think there's some incidental gang

this is not a gang prosecution on our end. We're
not’ going to offer any expert testimony on gangs.

Se&eral of the pictures, there's a whole bunch of

affiliation evidence that's going to come out, but

- hand gestures, which I don't have a clue what they

~

mean, we're not going to coffer any evidence of that.

-
h

Three réally good friends, one was killed, they

retaliated.

Incidentally, 10 minutes

]

before the

~But' it's kind of an old-fashioned retaliation:

30

30 -
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- .murder of ‘and'one minute after, this:

1

defendant is on the phoné-With Christian Gordon, who

is an individualvthat advised law enforcement that

‘Taquan‘Coach was the probablefsuspect,in the death

of Donnie Brooks: So it all kind of ties together.

/ . .
But we are not just going to gratuitously~dump a

" bunch of gahg membership out there. :But thosé:

couple of limited occasions that I have mentioned --

31

THE COURT: What if,you kept -out any.references

to gang membershig other than what the defendaot
said?
. MR. THURMOND: ~ And that'wOulo be-two,occasions;
I got to shooting aﬁnthe Wolf Pack and I ooot theso
people, in part, to\elevate_my status ih'the gaog{
THE- COURT: That'o/words out of his mouth?
MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir. B
TéE'COURT:' Okoy; Tf you keep out of the'rest_

of the references to gangsvand -- because you‘can

shoot somebody in retribution and have nothing to do -

with a gang, correct?

MR. THURMOND: "Correct, Your Honor.
'THE COURT: And you don't have anybody that's,

other than him, out of his own mouth, ‘saying this

‘'was gang related? T ‘ o o e

MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir.

31
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And just for the?record,.the Ratschi [phohetici
case, the quote; the rule that evidenée tending to
;show motive or absence of motive on - the part ofrthe
accused is felevant and admissible, and‘that a wide
latitude of thé édmissionbof tﬂis kind of evidence
is permissible. They're particularly applicable in
caées Qf ciréumstantial:evidence; motive being a
circumstance bearing on the identity of the accusgd'
as a perpetrator of the crime is precisely the
factual .scenario of this case. |

‘ MR. MCCARLEY: We're agreeable to only the Wolf
Pack -- only those two instances géng—related
terminology coming_in.‘ - ; 

THE COURT: I'd feel a iot more cbmfortable
with it because itﬂs'cléar if you.read case law on

gang-related incidencesﬂ our courts are very -

hesitant to throw out.gangimemberéhip because it has

~such a highly prejﬁdicial effect. "So if you've got

a case that you can‘put together without reference

to gang membership and the only references that will

"come in would be out . of the deféndant's

N ( +
mouth himself, if he takes the stand, or, I guess,

youvhave‘it through other witnesses, not him, taking
"the stand.

But if you have it coming out of words that he
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said to other'people, then, yoﬁ know, that's what he
says, it was his_motiVe and then you got it‘in, and
I think you lessen thé prejudicial éffect. But the
probative value is == it;s tﬁere, definiteiy there.b
But-it's just thé -~ the pfejudiciél value is so
high that I think our courts would prefer tb find a
way to keep_it out, if at all possiblen

_If you’&e gét'evidence,‘which youAdo, it's
through ﬁim[ his mouth, that can come in. But the
rest of it, I'm a litﬁlé bit hesitant to let it in
becauseAit.is1so highly prejﬁdicialL So if we've
got an agreement thaf it doesn't come in except
thréughtwitnessesbthat say he séid that.it»was géng'

reiated, then let's go there.

MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir. Wé_éan establish that'

"relationship without discussing gang membership.

The title on all Mr. Williams' Facebook posts on

-that day of Mr. Brooks' -- love you forever,

brother, rest in.peaéé, gone’ but not forgotten. éo
there'sjamplé‘opporfuhity for us tb_establishltheirv
cloée}peréonal félationship between these Facebook
pbsts and through testimony not speéifically
représentihg géng membership. |

" THE COURT:»IOkay. T e e e

MR. MCCARLEY: Did Your Honor want to rule as

33
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to the first -- or January of 2015 shooting, whether

evidence comes in or not?

THE COURT: T think that is cléarly in because
it is’reléQant as to motive. You can shoot somebody
in revenge or retribution'and not be a member of a

gang. And it sounds like they've got, at least,

‘somg evidence to say this is why it all took place.

‘And then if he —- if théy can show through his own

words that it was gang related, well then he's got
to live with what he said.

-MR. MCCARLEY: Yes, sir. In their brief, the

'second point is that they're going to seek -- or

posSibly going to seek to introduce a jail phone

call where‘my client is rapping back and forth with .

a friend, rapping in regards.to hip-hop lyrics, not

- Just talking.

And I just want to hand up to Your Honor --

I've given one to the State -- what we believe those

~lyrics -- I talked with Mr. Thurmond and he said we

would handle this if and when they seek to introduce

it. I just wanted to hand that up in response to

“bullet point number 2 ih_the State's brief, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: Who is he singing this to? I read

this in ‘the brief.

34

34



35

10

11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

20

21

22 .

23
24

25

35

MR. MCCARLEY: A friend on the phone. He

The friend raps,‘he raps back, or vice versa.
can't remember who raps first.

THE COURT: What's your position on this?

- 81

is

detained and calls his friend on the cell phone.

I

MR. THURMOND: I think, to put a little more

context on that call, those lyrics have been written

down, so it's not just kind of

stream-of-consciousness rapping.

" Your Honorng'think we would ask if the Court

: ( ‘ , \
. would maybe withhold ruling on that evidence until"

Your Honor has heard from some of thé witnesses and

seen some of the exhibits, I think we'd be in a much

better position to put some context to it and maybe

flesh out a little more of the basis for --

'THE COURT: It doesn't jump out at.me as a

confession right off, but we'll see how it plays

: v
‘out. |
MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: So that's under advisement.
MR. MCCARLEY: I believe point number three, we
actually.already discussed already. It's in regards

to Wolf Pack. We already discussed that during

point number one.

Number four: Witness intimidation being

35
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‘introduced. Your Honor, the State is going to seek

to introduce another two jail phone calls

whereabouts my client is talking to Christian Gordon

L

throﬁgh other people's cell phones. People put cell

,phones on speakef and talk tb<second, third; and

fourth parties. And he says —-- makes some chess

references. And Christian Gordon is expected to
testify that means that someone, a witness -7 a

possible witness in this trial is supposed to be

killed, posSible witness against my client.

The'SPate's stance is.that intimidatioh,of a
Witness_is proof of a éﬁilty'mindf 'My issue with
this, Your thér, is it'é not the_persoﬁ being .
intimidated that will bé téstifyingt ’it‘s going to

have, to go through a translator. - And when you.look
. ) <

.at State v. Edwards, which I believe the State

cited, I hope, because I didn't bring it, it says,

Your'Honor/ there could be;no other logical

vexplanation_for the statement being made other than -

to intimidate a witness. fhe fact that they're
having to use,’essentially, é translator to make it
a threat or méke,it intimidation of a witness.

Your Honor, aiso in Edwaras,'they essentially\

lay out a test whereabouts it has to be both related

"to the offense chafged and reliable. I would argue

36
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it's unreliable due to the fact it has to go through

a translator who seemingly, acﬁually,.is in cahoots

with my client. It's actuélly Christian Gordon, who
we've already talked about a couple of times. | He
waS'actﬁally aﬁ the scene bf the murder of Donﬂie_
Brooks. And it's not felated to fhe offense
éﬁarged,lit‘s'a chess\reference. We would like to
keep'that,dﬁt,;Your.Honor;

THE COURT: Okéy. ;Who's talking on your side?

MR. THURMCND:_-Your Honor, it's reliable
because it's recordé&.:'lt's the defendant's voice..

On October the 24th of 2016,-Mr..Williams, using

'.somébodypelse's pin number,-calls ‘an individual by

the name of Ashton Brighthop. Ashton Brighthop is

'Standing next to sohebody by'thé.name of MaCk
vNeison. Mr. Williaﬁs relays thrdugh these-twd
_individuals to then -call ChriStiaﬁ Gordon. ‘SO'yoﬁ
kind of havé these two-cell phones kind_of married
' up, if you will, to surreptifioﬁsly, on two levels,

" one, somebody else's pin number, and tWo,.through

another cell phone, to allow Mr. Williams to speak

"secretly with Mr. Gordon.

I think that goes to the heart of -- that this
was a serious step, and steps that they toock to ~ 7~
avoid detection by the Aiken County Deténtion

4
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Center. Christian Gordon is told a number of
things: He's told,repeatedly that that king is
running all over the boagd, wefre.getfing ready for
trial, it's‘time to checkmate.that:king.

And the relevance of "we}re getting_réady for.
trial," and this was’October 24th, this_éase-had
béen set fbr trial in November once before, so:it
was kind of go'fime, everybody was getting prepared.
And both Ashton Brighthop, who~heérd,the_call, and
Christian Gordon, who was oh fhe call, ére prepared
to testify& tﬁat checkméte, that kind Specifically
meant Demarius Jeffersoh because he was the one Who
had énitched. And He was not incarcerated, he was
outAén‘the streét..

Mr. Gorden makes a céuple‘of comments. I
looked for him for two hours on this partiéular day.
Theréis sdmé sugéeétion by,Mf. Williams about
checking the campus. Mr. Jefferéon had résided with
his,girlfriend on the USC-Aiken campus for a.period
of time.

So all of those little details, I think, bring

'some credibility to that call for whatever value the

jury wants to'place. I mean, these folks are going

to say it meant to silence somebody, harm somebody,

 including killing somebody.  So that's a pretty

38
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strong commitment for a defendantvto not want the
jury tb hear ffom a witness tha£ they were willing ‘-
to take those steps to silence them.

So we think if clearly gbes.to consciousness of
guilt:. We'll be prepa;ed to lay proper foundation

through both the detention center and from

‘Mr. Christian Gordon who has cooperated. and was.oh

thé ofher end}of that call. And ~-
THE COURT: - He was the recipient of fhe'threat
or he'waé —- | |
' MR. THURMOND: No. He was supposed to go carry
out the threat. And he sang, I've been'looking for 
him. I've been -- talking about Mr. Jefferson. |
Saying, we've got till November to get this done

because we're going to trial, checkmate that king.

‘I don't think Mr. Gordon was being invited to

participate 'in a chess tournament.

So he is relaying back to Mr. Williams, we're
looking for him, we've been here, we've been'here,
we've been here, we can't find him. Mr. Williams is

saying, you know, if the shoe was on the other foot,

“I'd do this for you.

THE COURT: So you have the person -- what did

you say his name was?" ' B - - L e

MR. THURMOND: Christian Gordon.

39
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THE COURT{ Gordon?

MR. THURMOND: 'Yes; sir.

THE COURT: 1Is going to come in here and séy he
was‘taking this as orders from Mr. Williams to =-

MR. THURMCND: Yes; éir.

THE COURT: ~-- go éut'and do something.to
somebddy.eise? | |

MR. THURMOND: . Yes, sir.

THE -COURT: .All right 

Mrf Mccérley?” |

MR. MCCARLEY: Interestingly enough, early in
one of ﬁhe'éxact same phone balls/ they are actually
talking-about fhe chess. The guy that he calls.
says, what are ybu doing?.'Hé'says, I'm.chilling
with Rick blaying'ghess. So checkmate that king

means what it means. What does chilling with Rick

playing chess mean? Your Honor, we'd just like for

you to exclude it. It's not reliable and it's not
rélated to the crime.

THE COURT: Well, how about before we get to
Mr. Gorddn's testimony, I hear what he has‘to.say

outside of the presence of the jury?

'MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir. Let me -- just a few .

more 'of these languages. Christian Gordon is the

same person who was with Donnie Brooks on January

40
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" interest if he is making a threat to somebody. -

87

11thland has fingered Taquan Coach aé the
peréétratpr of thaf cfime. Christian Gordon 1is the
saﬁé person Who‘s‘on the phbné with Sahtonio
Wiiliams~10 minutes before the homicide and one
minute éfter, gets on the phone with him again.on

October 24th looking'to hunt the State's witnesses.

*THE COURT: Okay. I still want to hear what he

has to say. But if you're going.to put him up and

"play that tape, it might very well come in. I just

want to hear what he has to say first.
MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir.

MR. MCCARLEY: If théy're going‘to put him up,

Your Honor, and he'é going to lay that foundation,

it's going to be that specific, would it be

‘necessary to play the tape?

THE COURT: .At that point, it's not hearsay.
MR. MCCARLEY: Okay. .
THE COURT: If it's the defendant's voice.

 MR; MCCARLEY: Is it not bolstering the

teétimony that he's giving right there fo play the

tape?’
THE COURT: It doesn't matter if it bolsters

it. It's a statement against the defendant's

41

MR. MCCARLEY: Yes, sir.

41
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THE COURT: All right.
MR. MCCARLEY: Last point, I believe, Your

Honor: Autopsy photos the State is going to seek to

‘introduce. I was shown them about 10, 15 minutes
“ago. I hand up one for the clerk and one for Your -

‘ Honor, State v. Collins.

Your Honor, to the extent that these are going

/

to have a tendency to suggest decision on an
improper basis, such as an emotional basis, Your

Honor, the medical examiner, pathologist is going to

testify.to.thes’eT Frankly, it's not something
that's_at issue "in thislcése,- There's no queStiqn
that the girl péssed'aﬁd how she passed.
~_Yo'ur.'Honor, I've_highlighted'a couple passages
there. 'The boftéh of page 4, our_%?alysis depehd;
heavily on the capacity of these photos to draw the

jury's attehtion away from the elements of the crime

charged, which are framed to focus the‘jury

primarily on the conduct of the defendant.  Seeing

the photos of the child partially -- in this case,
it was a dog case.

The child's partially eaten body lying on the

. autopsy table prompts an' intense emotional response. (

The photos;ihvoke sympathy for the boy and, also,

for his mother for what she‘must have endured when

42
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préjudice, an undue tendency to suggest a decision ’

wgruesomé as the ones in Collins, which I actually

" on an emotional basis as opposed'td-a‘factual and

legal basis.

43
89

N ,
she saw her son in this-condition in the Collins'
yard. Consequently, the'photos have precisely the

effect contemplated by the definition of unfair

on an improper basis commonly though not neqessarily
emotionally.

‘ Ahd, Your Honor, these5photos are not /as

lQQkéd‘up, but I think it dovetails neatly in the
sense thatihis mother -- her‘mother is»actualiy on
the witness list and is going to be called. ' She's

going to be présent.” And I think that the jury is

going to have an undue tendency to make a decision

Réading further on, on page 5, the State

afgﬁes, however, the photos corroborate the

" testimony of the patholdgist and.the dog behavior

expert,:and thus it's sufficiently high probative

value that it is not .substantially outweighed by the
danger of unfair prejudice. . g T
The State is correct that the extent to which

an autdpsy_photograph corroborates other evidénée or

‘testimony incré€ases it's probative value; however; T " T~

the-probative value from a photograph's tendency to

43 -
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corroborate will vary depénding oﬁ the facts of an

-individual case. 1In some cases, photographs that .

corroborate important testimony on issues

significant to the case may have very high probative

.value.

Your Hdnor,‘I think to any level to which it's
probative, it's also cumulative in the sense that
the pathologist can testify tovit and it's_not.
something that I'm goiné.to argue ébout. I may notA

even question the pathologist, Your Honor. It's

just not something that's at issue and I think it's

specifically deéigned to get an emotional reéponse

from the jury.

MR. THURMOND: May r ;ubmit’the éroposed
photographs for the Court,to view?

THE COURT: Yes( sir. |

MR. THURMOND: Your Honor, we haQe cropped a
couple of those photographé and, if ‘the Coprt would.
noté; none of'thém depict the Victim's face or any
other parts of her body other thén the location of
the injuries.

The murder weapon in this qase_is somewhat
unique.' And our argument goes to both'coiroborate

other evidence and, I think; maybe even offer some

" evidence of malice. She was shot with a l2-gauge

44
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Sabot -- S-A-B-0O-T -- slug, which is very unuéual;
It's almost a 500-grain lead prbjectile} like four
Eimes larger'thén a .9-millimeter, twice as:big as a
.45—caDiber, I mean, a huée chunk of lead. And that
Sabot.slhg is protected by two plastic sleeveé to
allow that cartridge to travel smpothly down a
shotgun barrel. You're esséntially firing a rifle
bullet fﬁrough a shétgun barfel. Pretty unique..
The phOtos-:eally go to tﬁe'angle ip which she

wasjshot, corroborate where she was on that wall,

_the distance from which she Was shot. There's a

picture where this plastic casing is embedded in her

hand that Iﬁvestigator Chuck Cain took ovéf at MCG
in Augusta. And theré~are'numerous injuriesTto her
caused by this.one bullet because of that plastic
jacketihg that separated on'éach side.

\

So it's going to corroborate evidence that the

weapon used was a shotgun, there was- one shot fired,

and the approximate distance and location from which

it was fired. 1If a layperson looked at that -

.
picture, they could not believe there were not

multiple shooters with multiple weapons given how

destructive it was to her body.

45

‘ﬁ““”THé'pf@jeéfile;itSélf"waswrebovered”there*at

MCG, it had just fallen out of her élothes. And

45
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then the SLED analyst took that projectile and added
it to the weight of the two lead pieces removed from
her body to basically get a total weight of what
this rifle slug used for hunting large animals, that
it was, in fact, that bullet that was fired. We"

don't have a'shoﬁgun to compare it to, put it does

~ corroborate testimony on those points that I've

felayed to the'Court.

MR. MCCARLEY: Eirst oﬁ ail, Your Honor, I
believe all that can come in thr0ugh othér witnesses
and without the pictures. .Further, the‘Defense
would be williné to sti?ulate to the angle, the
bullét, the weapon;_the disfance, and the ioqation,
especially, Your Honor, the‘picture of the wall with
the bloocd on it.- Théf's --

MR. THURMOND: And, Your Honor, the purpose of

that picture'with the wall with a small amount of

“blood on it is that half of that Sabot slug casing

was found di;éctly behind her --

.THE COURT: A;éryogﬁtalking about the one that
looks like grass with-a curb? Didn't you say a _
wail? I'm lodking at a.cinder block wall.

MR. THURMOND: A cindef.block wall, a low wall.
| THE COURT:: A wall?

MR. THURMCND: A wall.

46
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THE COURT: W-A-L L

MR. THURMOND: Yes, sir..

THE COURT: I'm not séeiﬁg a wall. 26 is -

MR. MCCARLEY: Tﬁat’svit, Judge;

THE COURT: - a curb —-

MR. THURMOND:: Your Honof is referring it as a
curb. That's a low wall that ﬁhese children were
sitting on.

THE COURT: Oh. Well, it just looks like it's
ébout three .or four inches’high.

MR.VTHURMOND:V Yes, sir. It's a whopping two |
feet high. |

THE COURT: You éanﬂt really tell it from that-‘
angle. | o

‘ MR} MCCARLEY: It waé also,‘Your Honor, on

) : . r

social media ahd in thevnewé meaia, that pértion'of

the wall with balloons and cards and bears and such.

And I think, in particular, that just ddesn‘t‘have

-~ I

anything to do with the firearm or anything like
N\

Cthat. I guess I don't quite understand that -- I'm

not a firearms guy -- what, actually, they're
seeking to get in about the weapon on the wall with

the blood.

T UTHE COURT: ~WeIl =-" "~ " ~77 = = o s e e

MR. THURMOND: That picture shows where she was

47
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sitting.

THE COURT: I'm trying to --— yoﬁ know, after
you've béén doing this for a while, you've seen some
pretﬁy bad picturoSu Compaied toa lot of what I;Ve

seen, I've seen a lot worse. - S0 there's definitely

‘reason why I think you would need to have this

corroborate whatever the pathologist's testimony is

going to be with regards to that or any forensics.

It's not overly shocking compared to a lot of

-

ones that we see,. I guess is the words that I'm
' )

' trying to gét out. So as long asoyou're tying it in

to testimony and not just gratuitously showing them,

'I'm sure without a proffer of the testimohy,'you've

got somebody to show'why‘tﬁey need to show that. If
so, then I'll.letithose_in.j
ALl right. What else? .

MR. MCCARLEY: Nothing from the Defense.

THE COURT: _Anythihg'from the StAte?’

MR. THURMOND: Your Honor, we're having some -
certified transcripts orepared for some of these
jail calls that we would_seek to introduceoin our

case in chief, and we'll have those tomorrow.

. THE COURT: All right.. Well, let's be ready to

go at 9:30 in the morning.

(Trial in recess for the evening at 2:58 PM.) .
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" your mind, but not before that. :

All right. We‘ﬁill begin noﬁ with -- the State
has the right‘to firét aréument. So we will hear
from thé solicitor.'

MS. HALL: Maywit please the Court. Counsel,
Judgé, | |

Goodvmorhing. I the you'vé all héd a good
night, well rested and you’ré ready tq-spénd<a few

days in the courtroom with us. This week you're

going to hear a case about revenge, retaliation, and

“the senseless killing of a 16-year-old child. 

On a Tuesday afternbon, April 14th, 2015,
16-year-old , o was at a birthday party
for her cousin on Diamond Street. There was plenty

of_family‘thére. It had been_posted on Facebook, .so

‘was a féwgfriends there too. Now, Diamond Street is.

just about 20 minutes from this courthouse. It's
over. by Clearwater'Elemehtary, over next to the

Midland-Valley recfeation's6ftball and béseball

fields.

That night [Jj and her family had been out
there for the better part of the day. When it was

dark, - her older brother, Taguan Coach, her

“older sister, Patricia Coach, and a few friends were - ——

sitting out on a cinder block wall out in front of

49/
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the road in front éf_the neighbor’s,hodse hanging
out. |

_Just after 9:00, a dark, four*door.car‘drives
up Diamond Street. Nothing out of:thevordinary,
just a regula;-car passing by, until a single shot
is fired f;om thevrear driver's side winéow of that
car. Patricia and'Taquan;;£hey rolled back off of
the wall to take cover in the yard. But i} she
had begn struck. .

She was shoﬁ‘ih the abdomen with a’lZ—gauge
shotgun slug. She fell_off of that wailland was
immediately surroﬁnded by family. 911 was called
and EMS responded wifhin minutes. They rushedfher
to fhe hospital in Augusta,.buf théy couldn't save
her. - died within the hour. So why
was she_éhot that hight? Why did v, lose
her life? Because Santohio Williams.wasvout'for
revenge that night.

= Three months prior td this shooting, Santbnio.
Williaﬁs' best friend, Donnie Brooks, had been
murdered at the Ridgeview Manor Abartments_in-North-
Augusta. Law enforcement investigated that case,
talked to>numé£ous witneSses, but theyIWere never
able to'get'ehough evidenéevto arrest anyoné, to

prove who was responsible.
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But throughout that investigation,

with a person of interest,

person was Taquan Coach,

116

they came up

someone who was there
-that night that could have been responsible. That

who was seated just down

from - on the wall that night on Diamond Stifeet,

the night

As part -of this trial,

she lost her life.

you're;going to get to

hear from the three guys Santonio Williams was’

hanging out with that nignt.

And their names are

very similar and they start to run together. We've

-I've done,

We're going to.-refer to them as Mr.

.got a Demorris, a Demarius, and a Darian. So what

I've written their names out for you.

-Harris,

Mr. .Jefferson, and Mr. Davis because those first

names sound a lot alike.

The afternoon of April 14th, 2015,

Santonio

Williams and these three guys had been riding around

in Mr. Jefferson's girlfriend's car,

four-door black Toyota:Corolla.

a 2015

And when it got:

dark, they all ended up at the basketball courts

4

over across from North Augusta Department of Publlc

Safety right off of Buena Vista Avenue.

Shortly after they arrived there,

T Williams ask ed Mr.

that car,

the black Toyota Corolla.

Mr.

Santonio

Jefferson

51

“Jé f’féreo'n'fi f "h‘e" could borrow—~————" " - -
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didn't trust Santonio to take the car by himself, so
he told Mr. Harris to drive him. And you're going
to get to hear from Mr. Harris that he did drive-

Santonio Williams from the basketball court and he

was getting directions from Santonio Williams where

‘'to turn and where to go. Santonio Williams was

seated.in the back seat behind him. The last

direction that Santonio Williams gave Mr. Harris was

to drive up Diamond Street.

“Mr. Harris pulls down Diamond Street and he
sees ‘a crowd of people. He sees the people at the

party, so he slows down because they're right there

close to the rbad._ And in that mbment, he hears
Santonio Williams -rack a shotgun in the'back seat.

He looks back and he sees Santonioc Williams point

the gun out the window_ahd,firefthat fatal shot. He
was scared out of his mind." He punched.the gas and

he got out of there. And he's going to tell you

‘that he doesn't remembertevery single detail after

that shot was fired.. His world had beeﬁ turned

upsidg down. But he femembers that shot and.he'

remeﬁbers who was holding the gun. |
What you'fe not going to hear in this casé is a

bunch of forensic evidence. CSI and NCIS, great

shows, but they do a great job of skewing reality.
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Santonio Williams didn't chug a can of soda and
chunk it out the window leaving his DNA at the crime

/

‘'scene that could be matched with absolute certainty

within a. . 60-minute timeframe of a,télevision show.
That didn'ﬁ ﬁappeﬁ. .But it doesn't mean he didn't
ki1l | thaf night. .

You are\going to hear otﬁer evidence. Because‘

Mr. Jefferson anduSantonio'Williams had cell phones

on them that night,. you're going to get to hear from

a‘special'agent with the FBI whose expertise is
analyzing call detail records-for cel; phones}. And
whét he's‘doﬁe is he's mapbed out which‘toweré those
two phones were uéing ﬁhat‘night.

You're going to get to see that when

Mr. Jefferson says he was with Santonio Williams,

‘both of .their cell phones,are using the same tower

and the same sector of those towers. And you're

going to see just ten minutes befdre'and‘oné minute

.aftef.9ll was called, Santonio Williams' phone was.

using a tower over by Diamoﬁd Street.

You“:e also going to get to hear from an inmate
that was housed with Santonio Williams at the Aiken
County Defention Center who overheard-Santonid

done that night, April 14th of 2015. And that

53
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inmate is going to come in here in an orange
jumpsuit and shackles. =
| And you're going to see a couple witnesses.in
orange.jumpsuits; I don't get .to hénd pick my
witnesses. The witnesses YOu're gbing to get to
hear from tﬁis week are witnésses in the. case
because of what théy saw and.what they heafd
directly from Santonio Williams. They're not people

you're going to want to hang out with this weekend

or go to dinner with.

And the Defense is going to tell you they're

bad.people and you Cén't trust them. Well, they’re

s
~not great people, but I'm not asking you to take one

_person's word ‘for it. You're going to get to hear

. ) . o
from a lot of witnesses and you're going to hear a
lot of evidence, and it all-lines up.

" So what does the State have to prove in this /

‘case? Santonio Williams is charged with murder.

That's the killing of another' person with malice:
aforethought. What is malice? Malice is hatred,
ill-will, or hQstility towards ahother person. Put

simply, it's meanness. And that malice -- malice

,aforethought does not mean that the malice has.to be

present for any set certain amount of time before
. y -

the shooting, just has to be,présent right before
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1 - and during the killing. Malice can be developed in

2 a split second, in ihe blink of an eye before the

3 o trigger is pulled.

4 _ And like the Juage just told you, in criminal

. 5 . © cases the State has to prove the defendant!s guilt

6 beyond a_feasonable,doﬁbt._ And we weicome that

7 . .burden. In life, anyone can cause you to doﬁbt juét
.8 ’about*aﬁythihg, but iﬁ the courtfoom,'that doubt has’

9 . to be reasonable, it hés"to-be ;ational. The

101_1 Defense would like yéu to thihk that reééonable

11" o doubt is Lhis‘miragé ou£ there,ijust out of réach.
12 Butllikéﬂthe Judge7toldlyoﬁ,.if after you've heard
13 - - all the evideﬁce in this case; you are firﬁly

14 ~ convinced that. Santohio Williams killed e théfc
15 . night,bhe'g gﬁilty.‘ | |

lé . . You're gbing'to hearlfrom a lot of'witnesSes'
’17 ' this week. There's going to bé;allot.of é&idence' (
18 . presented. And I ask that you pay close attention.'
19. You.play a vital role ih the judicial system. We

20 - . are fortunate. We do not_have a king, a dictator, ak
21 - ruler coming in here to unilaterally decide guilt or
22 - innoéence. For over 200 yéars, citizens just like

23 you, juroré just like you have come_inﬁo the

! .
24 7 T courtroom with differé&nt backgrounds, different life— e

.25 ' éxperienées, and their‘éommon sense.

55 K - o : 55
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You wére,checked at‘thé‘froﬁt,door this ﬁorning
through a metal detector. Your bags were checked/
but yoﬁ didn't have to check and leave yourvcommon.
senée aﬁ;the doorlJ Xou bring that inAhere with you
to decide‘what happened:- in this case.

And after yqu'veuseen éil of the évidence and
you've heardffrém all the.witnesses, thé'only
rational, logical, reasQnable verdict.is,that
Santonio Williams is guilty of murder; Thank you.

THE COURT: Defense?

MR. MCCARLEY: Thank you, Your Honor.

Good morning. The Government is absolutely

' going to be able. to prove to you beyond a reasonable

doubt, even beyoﬁd a shadow of a doubt, that a
tragedy occurred:. This ié~absolutely a tragedy,

nobody is éoing to argue fhat. If you think I'm

argUing that, then,you'Ve.misinterpreted what I'm

-~

saying and why. Okay? This little girl lost her

life, that's a fact. I'm n@t going to argue it,
What theyfre not going to be able to prove is -
the identity of who's fésponsible for this tragedy.

One of the things she didn't say, the solicitor

didn't say that they do have to prove is the

identity of who did it. You can have a crime. We

56
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This is my client, Santonio Williams. Okay? And

122

1

- have crimes all the time that they can't prove who
- did it. She already told you about one, this:

Ridgeview Manor shooting in Januéry, unsolved,

uncharged.
There is going to:be some evidence, okay,

that's why you're here, that Santonio Wiiliams'was

-

‘involved, but they're.not/going to be able to prove

béyondja reasonable doubt that it was Santonio.

that's hi§.father sitting-right there a couple rows

back -- and his fiancee —-- Mr. Jennings. His

'adopted,mother:actually was going to be here this

morning, ‘but had a panic attack in the hallway.
That's how serious what we're dealing with is.

In a trial,.the facts anq the law come
togethe?f Okay? The facts are absolutely and
complepely up to you. I really ;ppreciafe whét the
Judge'had to éay, none of the fac£s:come'from me, ' !
none of them. Néne Sf whét you just heard from thél _3
State is a fact.'_It'has to come ffom that witness ' : |
stand‘and evidehcé gets entered through that witness |

stand. So I'm not going to-talk to you. about the

facts of this case, bécause I don't know them. They

“don't even éxist yet. "And becaltse “they” don't exist = —— -

yet, Santonio is innocent.

57
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If you have any otherlthought in your mind as

you sit right here besides the fact that that young

man is innocent, then you're not fulfilling the oath

that you juét took, because that's the law. And

“unlike the facts in this case that change day to

day, okay, the law is not going to chénge over the

next couple of days, so I can talk to you about

that.
And what I-want to talk to you about first and

foremost is —4’well, not first and not foremost, but

first. I'm going to.work my way through the law

)

- kind of as y'all were being exposed to it. Okay?

e

(

You've heard about -a 'grand jury, you'wve heard about

‘an indictment. And research shows that a-lot of

4

jurors, when they get polled after a trial,

" misunderstand what a grand jury is. Okay?

A grand jury is a group of 18 people, 12 of
whom have to agree. It's 18 people and a police

officer in a room. There's no judge, there's no

'lawyers, there's noAdefendants, there's nobody

that's been accused of anything. It's alpolice

officer and‘l8-people, 12 of whom have to agree.

And out of thaf comes this piece of paper that

everybody has, it's the indictment. It says what

that police officer said to the grand jury. Okay?

58
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1 And.it matters,not; it's‘nothiﬁg. It's no évidence.

2" .I know ‘you've heard it said( but it's very,

'3  , very important and it helps us'ﬁnderstand just hOw
4 innocent Santonio is as we stand right now. Because
5 1111 tell you what, if this was any kind of
é _evidencé,'the.clerké, the judge wouid'be getting‘
7 * &ery,.very, very mad'at ﬁé right nOQ. Okay?
8 | _ - Another very -- getting into‘the twd'main --
9. : the t&o_main pillars Qf the criminal juétice-system,
10 ' ' okay,~ére the.preSumptioﬁ of innocénce —= you can |
11 o probablyftell by how many times_I'Ve‘talkedvit
'12 already, okay, and reasonable doubt, which is the
13 - " level of proof that has to be proved‘to convict’
14 somebody of a crime. Okay?  B |

15 ' The présumption of innocence. There'é a

16 | federal court judge that.likes to refer to it as a
17. éteel curtain that we all have around ﬁs. Wé all

18 ‘have around ué all the timé,'it.goesAeVerywhere with
19 ~.every American citizen every déy. Itfs with,

20 Séntohio-in this courtroom right now. And'the

21 gove?nment tries to break déwn that steel_curtain

22 ' with evidence. Okay? And they'll £hrow evidénce'ét
23 _ thét éteel éurtain. And does it chip away at it?‘

77247 T Does it¥bxeak'it?‘”That*é"fbrfy'all‘tb"decidey e

25 ' abSolutely.and cémpletely for y'all ‘to decide.

59. | . o 59
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Part of the presumption of innocence is the
right to remain silent. We don't have to defend
ourselves. In this country we don't have to defend

ourselves. The burden is absolutely and completely

‘on the State 100 percent. T don't even have to be

- making this argument. I don't have to get out of

that chair. Santonio probably wouldn't be very
happy with me if I didn't, but I don't. "That's how
étrong our presumption of innocence is.

Reasonable doubt. You're going to absoclutely

‘hear a lof about that, alféady have. "'If you are

firmly convinced of a fact, then you believe. that

fact beyond a reasonéble doubt. Another way to put

that is if you hesitate to act, then you have a

reasonable doubt. Anything that would éause'you ﬁo

hesitate to act means you have"é.reasonable doubt.
Ilwas_actually walking td work this morning and

passed by the Terminix truck, the_little termite

truck. I was thinking -— obviously, been thinking

about this for months and months. And it made me

think about reasbnable doubt. Found your dream

house -- imagine you found your dream house. You

-got- it inspected, closing date is coming up. You've

been over there, you, your family, your spouse, just

you, who knows. You love it. .

60
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iR}

And you go in that house right before the-

clbsing date,. you're walking around, you see a

termite, just one termite in a big beautiful house

- that you love. Does that termite make you hesitate

to act? What if you go into another room, there's

another termite? What if you go upstairs in-another-

room and'theré“s another termite? vDoes all thét
méke you-hesitate td.acté And I'm éoing £o come
back to_that; Okay? I'm absolutely goiné to come
back to that when we ¢lose this case.

Last thiﬁg, crgdibility, is goinéjto be a. very,

very big thing in this case. Okay? And you are in

- . charge of what's credible and what's not; not the

o judge; not.thé government, not me, you judge that.

When people take the stand and say things, are they‘
¢redible? Do ybu'belieQe them? . Do you belieye'what
they're/Saying beyond a reasonéble doubt? Do thesé
people’make'yoﬁ hesitate? BeCauSé that's absolutely
your purview.  Thét's what you dgéide, is whether or
.notvto believe these péople. Just because the
Solicitor's,foice'qalls them to the étaﬂd doesn't
mean they're believable at all. ,

Ms. Hall just said that I was going to try to.

~It's not. It's going to be sitting right there the

t
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.

.next two to two and a half days and you're going to

see it. And because you're going to see it, you're

‘going to know that Santonio Williams is not guilty.

THE COURT: 'All right. Folks, I think what

~weé'll do is take a 1l0-minute break, use the restroom

whiie we get ready_fof the first witness. So pléase
donﬂtAbegin deliberations of»discussions. While
y'éll'are‘back there -~ I like to?let yéu pick'the
foreperson of the djury.

if you can't come to.én agreement on who it
will be, I'll pick somebody. The foreperson of tﬁé‘

jury,doesn't"get any .extra pay or anything/'they

just write down the verdict at the end of the ‘trial

and lead the discussions when we have the

deliberations. But I'd like to see if y'all can

/¢
/

Rick'your own jqry foreperson.  So do tha£<whilé
we're on thé.break and &e'll see you béck in about
10'dr 15 minutes. : | -
| (The jury egifs the courtroom at 10:34 AM.)

THE COURT: Okéy. Let's take 10 minutes while
you get yourAfifst witness ready:'

(Short break.)

'THE COURT: All,right. The defendant is in the
courtroom. | o

Bring the jury back in, please.

62
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(The jury enters the courtroom at 10:49 AM.)
THE COURT: Okay. Folks, I understand.y'all

Is that you?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right:. You're the foréperson
of the jury, congratulations._

We will begin now with the State calling their
fifst witnéss. o |
MS. HALL: The State calls Patricia Coach.

PATRICIA COACH

being first duly sworn, testifieq as fOllOWS{‘

THE WITNESS: Amen. |

THE CLERK:“Have a seat up here in thé wifness
box, stating your’full.name and spelling your l;st.
name . -

THE WITNESSE My hame is Patricia Coaéh, laét
name C-O-A-C-H.

N
~

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. HALL:

Q. Good morning, Patricia.

A. Good morning.

Q. Patricia,uplease tell the jury how old you are.
,AfW”TmQUT'”“" "”"”“””WT“M“””“;WMW“*—“W%W
Q. And where aré you from?

63
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A. 'Augusta, Géo;gia. .
Q. Okay. How far did you go in school?
A. . I finished high school. | )
Q. Where didryou go té high school? |
A.  Aiken High. |
Q. What was your relationship to
A. My little sister.
9. Do you pa&e any cher siblings?
\A.. Yes; ma'am.
Q. Who are £hey?
A.- Taquah Coach and Jenny Roper.
'Q. Afe they older than.you? |
|
A. Yes, ma'am., - - .
| Q So\- was thé baby of the fami'liz?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. How old was Bl en this happénéd?
'A. Sixteen.'
Q. Where did she gO'ﬁo hiéﬁ school?
A. Aiken High..
Q.  I'll turn your attention to the night of April
14th, 2015', That's a night you‘re never going. to
forget, right? L
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Where were you that day?
A..A On Diamond Street.:
{

64
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Is that in Aiken County?

1 Q.
2 5. Yes, ma'am.
3 \ Q. What time did you get out to Diamond Street?
4 A. Around 3:00 or 4:00 in the evening.
5 Q. Did [} come with you?
o A.  Yes, ma'am. ,
7 Q; Why were y'all there.that'afternooﬁ?
8 ‘AL My'COQSin birthday ?arty.
9 ‘ Q.. What's youerousin's'name?
10 . A. . Tyson Coleman. -
11 | Q. Was the party advertiséd or posted on social
12 media?
13 f. | A. Yes, ma'am.
14 . Q. Facebook? -
15 A. Yes, ma'am.
16 s Q. Do yéﬁ remember about how many people wefe o o ‘
. 17 . "the£é that night? o ‘
18 A. About:2Q, 25,
19 :' Q."AEamily? |
20 AL Yes, mé'am.
21 Q. ° Some friends? |
v22 A. Yes, ma'am.‘
23 Q. Whét was the mood like that afternoon?
R '"‘2@“’""‘“””AI"“EVéfyb6dy“Waé”jﬁst“taIking”and”Iistening“tO‘““"“—“—**‘“”~-;'”
" 25 music, having a good timé..
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Q. ‘Okay. Around 9:00 that .night, what were y‘all'

doing?

A. Just sitting outside on the biick w511. 

Q. Okay. Can you describe that brick wall for me?

Afﬁ, It's kina-of long, so it was a good bit of
~-people of us én there.

Q. And who.all.was'sitting ori the wall with you?

A. Me, my sister, my brbther -

Q. Yéur brother being Taquan.CoaCh?

A. Yes, ma'am. A couple of my cousins and

,friénds.

Q. Tyson Coleman? |

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. HALL: Permission to approach the witness,
y ) . . : /
Your Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

- Q.  Ms. Coach, I'm showing you what has preViouSly

been marked as State's Exhibit 2. Do you recognize

this?

A. Yes, mafam. )

Q. | What_is it?

A. TheAbrick wall we were Sitting on.

Q.  Does this picture accurately depict the wall on

April 14th, 20157

A. Yes, ma'am.

66



67

N

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18 .

19

20

21

22

67

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF PATRICIA COACH BY MS. HALL

132

A
MS. HALL: At this time, the State would move
to introduce Sfate‘s Exhibit 2 iﬁto'evidence.
MR. MCCARLEY: No objectidn} Your Honor._"
THE C_IOURT: Admitted.
(State's Exhibit No. 2 admitfed into evidence.)
MS. HALL; Permission to.publish,ﬁYour Honor?
THE COURT: 'fdu.may. |
BY MS. HALL:
Q. Ms. CoaCh,'I'm~g§iﬁg,tQ have you step down for
juét a second. You can gd to the otﬁer side for me.

If you could just point out where [} was si'tting

.on* this wall?

AL I was, like, right here, so my sister was,

like, right here on the left side of me.

Q. "So. you were the first person on the wall?.
A. Yes} ma'am.

Qf * . Then _

A.- Yes, ma'am.,

Q. Can‘you pleése point out whefe‘Taqﬁan Coach .

was, your brother?

67

A. I'd say somewhefe down, here.
Q. Just - a few people in between?
A, Yes, mé'am.

(o

“Okay. You can go ahead and take @ seatt Thank

!

you.
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All right. Ms. Coach, just after 9:00 that

night, y'all were sitting on the wall. What did you

see?
A. A dark-colored, four-door car roll up the

street. And it.was kind of\normal, nobody think

nothing of it. And the back seat window of the

/

driver came down and you just seen the light in

the -- you heard the gunshot and everybody>was kind
of scattering, they ran. But I didn't:know what was
going on, so I kind of just -- I felt the power from

the gun. My sister 'was, like, so close to me, s0

when it came, i just kind of fell back and --

0. Back off of the wall?

“A:  Yes, ma'am. And after the ringing, you could

just hear my sister screaming Saying she got hit and

stuff.

Q; You said you saw the flash.' What do you mean
by'thét? |
A.  The light from the gﬁn.

Q. - The flash.from the end of the gun?

A. | Yes, ma'am.

Q.  And that came from the back drivér's Side
window?

A. Yes, ma'am. N

Q. Was that window already down?

68
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A.

Q.

It came down.

134

Okay.

It wasn't already down.

" And hoﬁ far was the car away from y'all?'

The next lane on the street.

Sdfjust one lane in between you and the car

that night?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

'Okay.\ Did that car ever stop?

No, ma'am.

Could you see who was in .the car?

No, ma'am.

‘Cbuld'you tell even how many.people were in the

- No, ma'am.

Could you tell if someone was in the back 'seat?

Yes, ma'am.

Could you sée their face?

No, ma'am.

Was there anything unusual whatsoever‘abbut

that car before the shot?'

No, ma'am.

Headlights were on?

'(Nbdsmﬁéad)ﬂ"f“‘fmfmﬂi”w_” - - T

Okay. You stated that when the gunshot went

69
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off, you rolled back off of the wall into the. yard.

where was [Jj at that point?.

A.  she had fell on the ground on hér back.

.Q. 'In front of the wall or beﬁind it?

A. In front of the wall.

Q. Okay. So you séid.you heard her.écreaming.

What happened at that pOinf?

A. She was juSt'scréaming like she got hit and she

needed help.

Q. Was she breathing at that point?

‘A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And she could speak?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q.- Do you remember what, if anything, she said?
"A. When the ER people was asking her Qer name and

stuff, she was like, ask my sister. She didn't want
to talk, but they were trying to get her>té talk.

Q. Did you stay with your sister until EMS

arrived?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And at some point after that, did law
enforcement arrive?
A. Yes, ma'am.

0. Did you give a statemént to law enforcement

that night about what you saw and who was there with
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you?
A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did you go to the hospital that night?,
A. . Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did you see B chere? "
A. Né, ma'am.
Q. The last time'you_Saw her aiive was on Diamond
Street?
A.  Yes, ma'am.

MS. HALL: . I beg fhe Court's'indulgénce.
Q. I'm just going‘tO'get you to show me one more

thing on this‘picture. Hold it up for the jury to
see. Can you show us-which direction of travel the

car was coming?

Al This way.
Q. © Okay.
Av Up towards here. ‘ ' ' , .

Q. =~ So the car was coming up and y'all were on the
left of the. car?.’ |

A. Yes,'ma'am,_on thislside.'

Q.. I have no further questions fgr yépQ Please

ahswer any the Defense may have.

THE COURT: Cross?

T T CROSSTEXAMINATION — ~ T S s

BY MR. MCCARLEY:
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Q.  I'm sorry for your loss, ma'am. The car never
stopped{ is that correct?
)
A. That's correct.
Q. Okay. How much time was it between when»jou

saw the window go down and then»heafd.br'felt_the

N

A. Like, seconds.
Q. Okay. And'the car never stopped?
*A. It never stopped, but it slowed down. Like, it

slowed down and then the window .came down and then

v the shot.

.Q} Okay} ‘Do’ you remember telling Sergeant Turner

that the person in the car had a white shirt on that

\

-night?
A. No. I'can't recall.‘
- Q. ‘kaay. I don't have any.furtherAqueStionS.

| THE COURT: Redirect?
MS. HALL: No,-Ydﬁr\Honor.
THE COURT: You may step down.
Next witness. | .7 |
MR. THURMOND: Your Honor, the State calls

Taquan Coach.

TAQUAN COACH.
being first duly sworn, -testified as follows:

.THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am.
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THE CLERK: Have a seaf up here in the witness
box.‘,State your-full name and speli your lést naméL
please.. | |

THE WITNESS: My name‘is'Taquan.CoaCh,
céofA—CéHﬁ.' - |

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY -MR. THURMOND:
Q. Mr. Coach, good morning. Try to speak real
loudly and clearly for me. Okay?

A. Yes, sir.

Q." How old are YOu?

A.  I'm 22.

Q. Where do you.alive?

A. Aiken, South Carolina.

Q. How far did you go‘in SchoOl?'
A. I went to the 10th grade.

\

0. I got a couple of questions I need to ask you

- about your prior record. -Were you convicted of_

possession of cocaine in January of 20132

A. Yes, sir.

Q: .And failure to stop for a blue light inbépril" | | , :
of 20162 . - I o
A. Yes, sir. |

'fo‘”Wﬁéf”wéé"yéﬁf”félétiéﬁéhip“t@“Ms: " I
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A. My sister.

Q. Your sister? ' ‘

‘A; - Yes, sir.

Q. Do yoﬁ‘héve any other siblings?

A Patricia Coach. And thét's all. She's my
- sister élso. 

Q. A1l right. Let's go to April 14th, 2015.

' " Where Qere ydﬁ that afternoon, tﬁat evening?

A. 4I wa$ on Diamond Street.

Q. | What time did you go theré?

.A. I Went around‘there, like, 2:00 or 3:00 that
afternoon. - |

Q. 'Spéak up forAme. Everyone's got to hear you.:
Okay?

A. i went down thére afound, like,'2;00 or:3;00‘v
*thét afternoon. | | - |

Q. . Why were you there?

A. ,‘Well;”a cousin -- my cousin birthday‘party,
" like a get—tégether. | - ' v,
Q. What's his ﬁame?

A. lTyson Coleman. '
- Q. And was that party advertised or published on
social media sites?

‘A. Yes, sir.

Q. About how many people were there?
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A.- Like, 25.
Q. What was the mood like at that party for your'
cousin's'birthday?
A, it\wasn't notﬁing. We was just all a;ound
talking,Agathefing together.
Q. About 9:06, what we;e'y’all doing?,
A. Nothing, out there in the-front on the brick
.fwéli‘sitti