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A. Yes, sir.

Q. So you pulled him over. Did you ever check his
tint?

A. No, sir.

Q. So there are machines which measﬁfe how much tint
you can have on.your vehicle?

, A. Yes, sir.
Q. Could you tell if the tint that was on his car Was

the same tint that was originally placed on the car when it

was purchased?

A. What do you mean purchased? Like from the factory
purchased?
Q. Whenever. Yeah. In 20037
A No, sir.
Q. It was not?
A Sir?
Q It was not or you couldn't tell or you don't know?

A. I'm unsure if that's the tint that came oh the

"vehicle in 2003.

Q. I got you. So regardless, if this car is riding
down the road toaay, then it might be in viélation’of the . tint
violation laws today if‘it's no longer owned by Ms. Lowman and
you would need to pull that carlovér; too, Qouldn'tryou?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know that the car had been sold to somebody

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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else, this particular car? .
A. What do you mean sold té somebody else?
0. That Ms. Lowman still doesn't own this car. You
didn't know that obviously?
A. Right. "
Q. Okay. Now when you pull him over and he gets out,

- you tell him let me see your hands and then you ask him to go

back into his car.

‘A. Yes, sir.

Q. And sit back- down.

A.  Yes, sir.
' Q." I've always-been»curipus about this. When I first

started driving, people used to get out all the time and talk

to the police officer. Why do they tell you to go back into

your car now?

-A. They just do. That's the way I was taught so that's
what I did.
Q. Well, if there was a'gun or something in the car or

a weapon, that would put him in contact with it, wouldn't

it

A. iThat's the way I was taught.

Q. Okay. Just cufious. So when you put him back in
the car, then you stand there and talk to him about his
identification information, right?

A. Yes, sir.

A

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. Then you get him out after you determine that his

license is suspended because he hadn't paid a ttaffic

ticket?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. At this time you have.already got at least two

police officers there including_your corporal. And‘when you
pulled up, could you tell.that the window was down on the
passeﬁger<side at that time? |

A. No, sir. ©Not until I actually made contact with the
vehicle. ‘

Q. "Tell me Qhen you realized that the péésenger window

was down?

A. Probably after I started'talking to him._,
Q. And you could seé the window was down?_
A; Yes, sir.
Q. You don't know when the wiﬁdow was put down, do
you? |
A No, sir.:
0. Was ‘it automatic windows?
A.t Yes; sir.
0. And you.we?e able -- When you were behind him in the

car, you didn't see him make any kind of movements or any type
of actions inside the car that appeared to be any different
from him just driving the car, did you?

A. I don't know. I couldn't see inside the vehicle to

STATE OF S.C. VS..ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123 "

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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1 tell if he was moving around or anything.
2. . Q. And you didn't see anything unusual about the car in
3 terms of he wasn't throwing up dirt or anything flying off the
4 - car or‘anything like that, was he?
5 S A. No, sir. ' Not at the time.
6 0. Well, at any\time?
7 i,' A.‘ _No, sir.
8 | Q. So you gotihim out. And I-want .to ask you ébout the
9 ekapt location that you got him. You,say it's on Calhoun |
AlO ' Exfénéion? :
11 A; Yes, sir.
12 | Q. . If I could ask you to step down here and educate me.
13 some. Now, that big "X" right there, 1is that where hié car
14 was pulled over?
15 ~ A. Yes, sir. i
16 Q. Where Qaé your car?‘
17 A. Right behind it. Right here.‘
18 0. And where was Dublin's car? Is it Dublin like
19 Ireland?
20 A. I believe so.
21 Q. Okay. Where was her cér?
22 A. Right at the time of the stop she was not there buf
23 my corporal was. He was parked right here, this little opén
24 area pulled off the road..
25 Q. Okay. So you get him out. After you find out that

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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he hadn't paid tickets you arrest him and then you put him
into your patrol car?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. . Now, who is the actual persbn who goes inside the

trunk to search the trunk?

A. Andrea Dublin and Tony Mosley.
. '

When I say who, I mean are you sure there was more

Q.

than one that actually searched the trunk?'

A= Yes, sir. They split the trunk 'in half and they did

- one half, the other person did the other.. That's what we

always do.

Q. Is there an apartment complex near hé:e?
A. Not in this area. ’
SO How close is Johnston Elementa£y~8chool from here?
A: Maybe .a mile,/maybe;
| Q. What about the police department? How close are you

to the police department?

A. Very close. : '.-

0. Very close?

“A. Probably quarter of a mile.

Q; "Right over here, right?

A. Right. The police department is back this way.

Q; Okay.* Andiy§u don't‘know if tHere is likeAaﬁ -

apartment housing?

A." I believe there's houses up here they use as an

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018—GS—41-Odil6 THRU 00123
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N S
1 apartment building. Whoever owns the houses rents out the
2 rooms, but other than that there's apartments on the other
3 side of town and there's apartments on this side of town.
4 Q. Okay. . Now, is this map, I realize this is an aerial
5 map.
6 | . A. Yes, sir;
7 Q. ‘Do you know if there are more, Izdon‘t want to ﬁse :
8 the word,acCuragé, but do yQQ know(if'thereLaré other
9 - photogfaphs»that were taken that night'that show. the area more
ld - close iﬁ time tQ when you actuallylpulled him over?
11 A. No(Vsir. I'm. unaware.
12 Q: - Okay. fhank you. Have a seat.
13 A. (Witness complies.)
14 Q. This is March. It was éariy spring, right?
15 A. Yes, sir. | | ,
16 Q.- Not a lot of trees.blooming on.March the 8th, are
17 there? | | |
18 , A A.v 1N6f sir.
19‘ _ Q. Now, ydﬁvpfovided an incident rebort. "I don't Qant
20 to intfoduce a bunch of hearsay but you did an incident report
21 on this, didn;t’you?
22 : A. | Correct.
23 , : Q. Could I ask you to review something that would have
24 been your incident ieport and ask you if you're certain that
25 it wasn't Jjust one officer that went through the trunk?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Yes, -sir.
(Proffering.) Okay.
(Witness reading report.)

Could it have been possible that there was really

only one officer that went through the trunk?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Through the trunk or. the vehicle itself?
The trunk. I'm only asking about the trunk.
I'm not sure. That's a year and a half ago.

Having read that incident report, does it refresh

your memory any.’?

A.

Q
A.
Q

A little bit.
A little bit?
Yés, sir.
Okay.

MR. HUBBARD: I don't have any objection if he wants

to put it in.

MR. WILLIAMS: I Jjust wanted it to refresh his

memory.

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q.

p- S O C.

So you don't remember now?

BAbout searching the trunk?

Right.

I know somebody searched the trunk.

You used the word bodies, not body though. Somebody

searched the trunk, right?

Y

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. Yes, sir. We were all present.during the search.
Q. Who was watching Mr. Lowman in the car when this was
going on?
A. Nobody.
Q. Okay. Did you do anything else on the scene after

the two individuals who.were there and you searched, well,
after you searched the vehicle and they searched the vehicle
and everybody searched the vehicle, did you do anything else
besides search the vehicle?
A, After segrching the vehicle, I transported”
Mr. Lowman to the jail in Edgefield. N
Q. So you didn't do any search surrounding the car?
L. No, sir. ‘ ( ' }
MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the questions I have.
MR. HUBBARD: ©No further questions.
‘THE COURT: All right. You may step down.
MR. HUBBARD: The State calls James Mosley.
Thereupon,
JAMES MOSLEY
after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HUBBARD:

0. Officer, please where are you currently working?
A. Simpsonville Police Department.
" Q. Up in Greenville County?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A Yés, sir.

Q Back in laét March where were you working?

A. Johnston Police Department.

Q Were you working the early morning hours of March
8th, 20177

A. I was.

Q. What was your rank at that time?

A. Corporal.

Q. Do you recall working with several other officers
that night? 7 -

A. Yes, sir.

Q Who were you working wifh that night?

A. Patrolman Harding and Patrolman Dublin. ~

Q. What was your role in working with them?

A Training, supervising.

Q. Now, that night or early morning hours do you recall

if you ever had an encounter with somebody working for a repo

company?
A. Yes.
Q. Based on that did you have -- Let me ask you this:

As a supervisor with officers out on the road is it your

policy in law enforcement to assist companies repossessing

vehicles or did y'all - or is that just a private business?

A. They normally get in contact with us once they come

into town and say, hey, I'm here on business. They give us a

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN ‘CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018

STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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1 heads up but we don't go to them.
2 Q. Okay. So is.it more just to let y'all know what's
3 going on?
4 A Yes, sir.
5 Q Did that happen that night?
) A. Yes, sir. |
7 Q Were y'all apprised whether this was a'no payments
8 or no insurance or some other reason?
9 - A, Ask that again. \
10 . Q. Were y'all apprised whether this is a no payment
11 issue or a no insurance issue or some other reason? . ;
12 A. We were informed about the insurance.
13 Q. Now, if there is no payment, do y'all have any
14 interest in that at ‘all?
15 A. No.
16 0. No insurance, ié that of interest to you?
17 A. That's an interest.
18 Q. Okay. But again, were y'all asked to do someone
19 else's work? |
20 : A. We weren't asked to do anybody else's wérk.
21 Q. At some point -- Let me ask you this: The vehicle
22 that y'all were apprised of, were y'all given a description of
23 a vehicle?
- 24 A. We were given a description.
25 Q. Can you tell us what that was that you were on alert

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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for?

A. A 2003 Mercury Grand Marquis.

Q. Okay. At some point during those early hours were
you aware if that vehicle was stopped?
| A. During a traffic stop."™

Q. Yes. That y'all stépped it?

A. Yes. We stopped it during a traffic stop.

Q. Were you aware of which officer made that stop?

A. Officer Harding.

Q. The man who just testified?

A. Yes,-sir.

Q. Who backed him up on that stop?

A. I backed h}m up. y

Q. Okay; I'm going to show you State's 67. ~HighWay
23. What road is fhié right here, do you recall? ‘ J

A. That would be McQueen.

Q. And then this road on the other side of the tracks
from 23 is what?

VAL That would be Calhoun Extension.

Q. You see an "X" right there?

. A. Yes.

Q. Based on your memory of this stop does that
accurately reflect where the stop occurred?

A. Yes. It does.

Q. Where were you positioned, if you can show us, when

STATE

\
\

OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018—GS—£1—00116 THRU 00123
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this occurred?
A, I was positioned right here in this space here where
I could see the traffic stop.
Q. Do you recall about what time this stop occurred?

Approximately 1:30 in the morning.

Was the driver of that vehicle identified?
Yes. He was.

Do you recall who that driver was?

Yes. I do recall.

Who is that? . A

The gentleman sitfing right here.

His name is?

- I o N - o - AR ol S Il>‘

Abin Lee Lowman.

L]

MR. HUBBARD: Thank you. Let the record reflect,
Your Honor, obviousiy he's pointed to the defense table.
THE COURT: Yes. So reflected.

" BY\MR. HUBBARD:

Q. Was Mr. Lowman arrested that night?

A. He was.

Q. What wagwhe charged with?

A. He was charged with driving under suspension.
0. Once he's arrested, what do you or one of these

officers do with Mr. Lowman?
A. He was arrested and placed in another vehicle.

Q. Do you remember whose vehicle he was put in?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE‘18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. He was placed in Dublin's vehicle.
0. Dublin's vehicle?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Let me ask you this: -Who ends up transporting him
- that night to"~the jail?
A. Officer Harding.
0. Now, do y'all conduct a search of the.vehicle?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. When you arrest somebody on a public road, did
thnston have a policy on conducting inventory searches?
<A, Yes, sir. |
Q. What was the purpose of going through a vehicle in
this iﬁstance?
‘A; - Well, the purpose of going through the vehicle is to

collect valuables, if there are any, and also to see if there

are some things that need to be maintained for the person.

0. Would this be for liability reasons?
A. Yes, sir. For liability reasons.
Q. Y'all made the stop,'not Hook and Book or some othef

repo company?

A. We made the stop.

Q. Based on your policy who would that_make responsible
if soméfhing gets stolen-or broken?

A. We would be responsible.

Q. Now, who conducted -- You've got three officers

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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there, yourself included. Do you remember going through the

car?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Describe how y'all search the passenger and the
”driving compartment of the vehicle. How does that go when

y'all are doing it? Ié there a method that y'all .use?

A. We don't have a set method but I did‘assist in the
systematic search. I started on the driver's side. Dublin
was on the passenger side. We went from front to back, front
compartment of the vehicle tb the ‘rear compartment of the
vehicle. We éear%hed the vehicle. We switched roles. I went
to the front side of the passenger. She came to the front
side of the drivér and we did another systématic.search to
cover each other to make sure we don't miss anything.

Q. . Did.y'all fina any valuables 5r anything that y'all

needed to secure for the owner so it wouldn't get stolen or

broken?
A. No, sir.
Q. After y]all did the driving and passenger

compartments, did y'all ever look in the trunk?
A. Yes, sir. We did.

Who was involved in that?

Q

A. . Myself and Dublin.

0 Again, is Officer Harding still present?
A

He 1is.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q What, if anything, is found in the trunk?

A. We found bullets in the trunk.

0Q Did you seize those?

A Yes. I‘did.

Q. Who took possession of them? Out of the officers
who took possession?

A. I took possession.

Q. I want to show yoﬁ State's ID 72 and see if you
recognize what I ha&e here? o

A..- Yes, sir.

Q. What is that?

4. ’it's é black box, has yellow and red writing on it.‘A
It contains bullets on the inside.

Q. If you would, see if you recognize if it's the same

one that you had that night. Would you open it up to see if
it's what you had? ‘

A. (Witness complies.) (Witness-nodding heéd.)

Q. Now, that night -- Let me ask’'you this: .When ydu
found a box of bullets, how many bullets did you find in the

box that night?

A. 13.

Q. How many do you see in front of you?

A. 13.

Q. And the box originally carried how many?
A. A total of 50.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q. All right. Now, I notice this box.is in a bag. Who
put that box in the bag-?
A. I put the box in the bag.
Q. - Who filled out -- I see this bag says evidence. .
When did you do that?
| A. I filled out the evidence bag on the side of the
road at the traffic stop. ‘
B Q. This writing on this bag, .whose writing is that?
A. That'é my writing. .
Q. ‘Who took possession of those bullets that night?
A. I took poséession.
Q. . Now, I do want.to ask you, oh the writing iﬁ
mentions the name Dublin. VWhy is that?
A. Dublin was the one that found the bullets. I placed

her name because she retrieved.the bullets erm the vehicle._
I»placed her name as receiving the bullets from the subject as
fér aévthe custody, the chain of'custod§. It went from the
subject to Dublin.

 Q; Ckay.

: A. ‘And then once we place evidence in our evidence

locker, it goes from Dublin to evidence.

s Q. OCkay. So bgcause you had her as the seizing
officer?
A, Yes, sir. '
Q. Now, you're the one that placed it in the bag?
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A. Yeé, sir.

Q. And you're the one that kept it. Who actually
turned that bag into evidence?

A. T did.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I offer that bag and those
bullets in evidence at this time. K

MR. WILLIAMS: Same objection to chain of custody;
Your Honor. It has not been established appropriately to
introduce it into evidence. | |

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor --

THE COURT: I think under State v. Valentine the
chain can be fillea in in small gapé. He's present when
the bullets are seized from the trunk. The chain is not
complete but it's a short step between Dublin and him so
I'm going to allow it subject to your objection.

MR. HUBBARD: Thank you, Your Honor. Your‘Honor,
this is State;s 72 at this time. Permission to show the
. \
jury. \

THE COURT: Sure.

BY MR. HUBBARD:
Q. Officer Mosley, if you would, looking at State's 72
what caliber are those bullets?
\ A.. Nine millimeter.
Q.v As an officer, a nine millimeter, would that be for

a revolver or a semi-auto? If you need to look at them agéin.
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A. (Witness shaking head.) Could be for both.

Q. Okay. Put them back. You can put them back. So
there's a nine millimeter revolver?

A. No.

Q. Okay. So that's what I'm asking you. What are they
designed for, a revolver or a semi-auto? -

A. Semi-auto.

Q. Okay. There we go. I'm just making sure I didn't

know about a gun out there I didn't know abQﬁt. A1l right.

You worked in Johnston how long?
A. Over five years.
Q. Does the Town of Johnston'pretty much shut down -at

a certain hour?

A. Yes. It does.
Q. About what time are most or all the business
closed?
A. I would say at the latest a business would stay open

in Johnston 11:00 p.m. at the latest they are closed.
Q. Would that include some gas stations as well that
are dbwntown?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you know of any 24 hour gas stations in Johnston
when you were working there right downtown?

A. Never.

Q. I'm going show you State's number 3. Just to orient

“
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you. Highway 23, Highway 121, Tidwell Jewelers. You see

where this "X" is, that red "X"?2

A. Yes.
Q. Is there a gas station back there?
A. The gas station it here.

Q Right here?

A. Yes. That's the gas station.

Q Would that gaé station have been open or closed
after eleven?

A. Closed.

Q. Officer Mosley, when y'all made this arrest, did
y'all have any information of anything tﬁat had transpired in

Saluda, a burglary or a house breaking?

A.  No.

Q. Would this stop have been conducted differently if
you did?\ |

A. Yes.

MR. HUBBARD: That;s all the questions.l have at
this time, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Cross.
MR. WILLIAMS: May it please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes, sir. |
| CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Cfficer, I live in the big town of Batesburg. I
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1 know you live in Simpsonville which is a lot bigger than
2 Batesburg but you used to work in Johnston. Are you familiar
-3 with some convenience stores or gas stations which will allow
4 ’you to get gas by using your card whether or not they're open
5 or not?
.6 A. Yes. -
7" Q. Now, we were talking about that you were in the
8 .courtroom when I was télking to yoﬁr officer a little bit
9  earlier on. What vehicle did you.dri&e back on March 8th?
10 A. Ford Interceptor unmarked.
11 Q. Did you possess in that unmarked car a video camera
12 that woﬁld allow you to record improper driving in the City of
13 Johnston? ‘ |
14 A. Which would allow me to record improper driving?
15 Q. Yeah. I was being nice about it. Did you have a
16 video machine for like DUI.stops and stuff like that in your
17 car? _ AR
'18 A, Yes, sir.
19 Q. Okay. Thank you. So the vehicle that you were ’
20 driving that night had video taping équipment?
21 . A. Yes, sir. It did.
22 Q. On that equipment was that always blue light
23 operated or could you turn it on any time you wanted to?
24 ‘ A. You could do it either way. It would illuminate.
25 The video starts once you turn the lights on or I could
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manually start it.
Q. Got you. Now, you were describing this evidence bag

and you were explaining that it lists Dublin as the person
that received it from the:subject and then it went from Dublin
into evidence and then it went from evidence to Lieutenant
Herlong and then from Lieutenant Herlong obviously it's been
checked out to Investigator Byrd. Your name does not appear

anywhere on this chain of custody evidence log, does it?

A. No, sir.
Q. Well, you've been in law enforcement a real long‘
time. You're no rookie. I know that. If you had custody or

if you had taken possession.of a piecé of evidence, why would
your name not be recorded on a chain of custody information
form?

" A. Are you asking in reference to this?

Q. I am specifically asking'in reference to this but as
a general rule if you had your hands on custody, wouldn't you
be part of.that chain? Wouldn't yoﬁ have your name in that
chain?

A. I filled that form out on the scene. Dublin was
there. I was training her on how to fill it out. That's why
%t's iﬂ,that order.

Q.' But it's not the correct way to do it if you're
seizing evidence, is it? If you're in possession of a piece

of evidence at any point in time, isn't your name supposed to

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



522

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

( JAMES MOSLEY - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

522

be on that chain of custody?

A. Well, Dublin found it and I was instructing her on
how to fill it out. That's why her name is on thé form.

Q. All right. ©Now, let me ask you about the nine
millimeter items that are in here. You said there are 13 out
of how many? You want to see them? I don't want to cheat on
the box depending on how many thereAare. 13 out of how many-
would have been iﬁ the box originally at some point in time?
| A. 50.

Q. Okay. When‘you’re instructing Dublin on what to do
with the évidence; did 'you instruct her as’to whepher or not
‘to use gloves unlike I just~did to see if anybody had touched
this box or had had it in their posseséion if there was an
issue as to who may pr'may not have touched the box before?

A. During the search,'weAweren't talking about gloves
or having gloves on. We were just conducfing a search.

Q. So when you do searches of a trunk on a vehicle like

that, you don't normally wear gloves?

A. Depending on the circumstances.

Q. Okay. What else did you find in the trunk of the
car?

A. There were a lot of miscellaneous things. I can't
remember. I just do remember that Dublin found those nine
millimeter --

Q. Do you -- I cut you off. My wife complains about me
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doing it too. I didn't mean to cut you off. You were going
to say something else.

A. I don't remember everything that was in the trunk.

Just miscellaneous stuff but I do remember Dublin coming in
contact with the bullets. |

Q. Do you remember anything that was in the trunk bf
that car? ;

A. It's been so long. I don't.

Q. So you don't remember anything that was in the trunk

" A. I mean, it was in disarray So I don't.

‘Q. Weli, you have already said that parf'of the policy

o

of the Town of Johnston is to, when you do an inventory search
is to make a list of items so that you know that the property,
the valuables are protected. .Does Johnston have an inﬁentory
sheet~which,it fills out as to items which are in anything
that is seized? |

A. Ask that question again, sir.

Q. Does Johnston have an inventory form which is
pre-produced for the Town of Johnston which lists items that
were found on an inventory search of their vehicle?

A. Since I have been there I have never seen a list. i
have never seen a form like that. |

Q. Okay. You have one in Simpsonville?

A. No.

-

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14

15

16

17
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JAMES MOSLEY - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

524

Q. \ So as far as you know there was no list that would
have listed what was in the trunk when you went through it or
in the car when you went through it, no inventory list?

A. No. We didn't have a form.

Q. Do you'know whether or not the policy and procedure
manual for the Town of Johnston includes -that as gne of their
requirements that they use?

A. When we inventory the véhicle, we are looking for
things that need to bekwith the owner if it's of any value.

Q. Have you evér read the pqlicy and procedural
inventory procedures for the Town of Johﬁston dictating what

they do when they do an inventory search?

A. I have read it.

Q. Do you have a copy of 1it?

A., I have a copy here; L . o
Q. Would you review that and tell me 1f it says

anything about performing an inventory list when you do a .
inventory check?

A. I'm sorry.. This is an impound and tow policy.

Q. - Okay. So are you saying that that is not the policy
which you opérate under when you do an inventory search for
the Town of Johnston? |

A. Excuse me?

Q. Are you saying that you don't use that document when

you develop what your procedures are for an inventory
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\
search?

A. I mean, we don't keep this on us during a traffic
stop. This impound sbeét is the policy in the office. -

Q.V Are you saying that it does not provide for having

~an inventory list of items that are seized or found in an
inventory séarch?

A. This policy is basically giving instructions on
officers towing a vehicle. It gives instructions on motor
vehicle subject‘to'impoundment;y May not be impounded if --

Q.( Have you ever seen that before?

A. I've read this before. 1It's been -- I've read this
policy before. |

Q. Okay. So did you see anything about an inventory
sheet?

A. If I''can go through it and read the whole‘thing if
it's in here.

Q. Would it be safe to say that you ha&e never operated

under the procédure that you give an inventory list of'items"
that are seized when you tow a vehicle, that you don't give
out an inventory sheet?

A. We don't give out inventory sheets.

Q. To give to the owner or éomeboay who's been arrested
wﬁat his items were that were seized inside the car?

A. We don't give out inventory sheets.

Q. Did you take any pictures of the items that were in

~
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the car that night?

A. I did not téke any bictures.

Q. And what type of attire did Abin Lowman, we'll call
him Lee, what type‘of clothing did Lee Lowman have on?

A, Regular stfeet clothing. N

Q. Did he not have a uniform on, a work uniform that
nighté |

A. 'I'm unsure.

Q. Where did you take him? Where was he taken? You

didn't take him anywhere. Where was he taken?
‘fA. Edgefield County Detention Cenﬁer.

Q. All right. And when he's taken to.the Edgefield
County Detention Center, is he photographed and booked aﬁ that
partiqular location? |

A.. They book -- When they take someone, they do
photograph them. They do booking.

Q. You don't remember anything.ébout the color of his

clothing that he had on that night?

A. I don't remember the color of his clothing.

Q. He didn't have a mask or a hat on, did he?

A. I saw him. Wevdidn'titake him with his face
covered.

Q. He looked just like he does right now? |

A. Yes.

MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the questions I have, Your

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.




10

11

12 -

13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

527

JAMES MOSLEY - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

527

Honor.
MR. HUBBARD: No follow up. f ask he be excused.
THE COURT: You are excused. Thank you. Good time
for a lunch’ break? |
MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.

~THE COURT: All 'right. All right, folks, we're

gonna break for lunch. Step into the jury room. Go to

lunch. I would like you back in the jury room by 2:15.

I've got one other thing;to deal with before I can go to
lunch. 2:15 a good lunch time before I get to y'all.
Don't discuss the case. See you in a little bit.

(Whereupon the jury was released for lunch recess at
12?40 p.m.) |

(Luﬁcﬁ-recessJ

BAILIFF: 'All rise.

THE COURT: Thank you. Pleaéé be seated.

MR. WILLIAMS: The Solicitor and I have talked.
These are.charges that is for the next witness that could
be used aéainst him in terms o¢f his credibility. That
would be a strong armed robbery, a bﬁrglary second and a
assault with intent to commit a criminal sexual conduct
first degree.

THE COURT: Okay. Those are convictions?

MR. WILLIAMS: -Those are convictions.

THE COURT: And he agrees you can use those?
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MR. WILLIAMS: He does agree.

MR. HUBBARD: Under the law I think that's --

THE COURT: Those are pretty clear.

MR. HUBBARD: Whéther‘he should or not, I concede to
the Court's discretion.

THE COURT: All righﬁ. Bring the'jury in please.

(Whereupon, thé jury -entered the qourtroom.ét 2:15

p.m.)
THE COURT: All right. Solicitor, call your next
witness. _
MR. HUBBARD: The Staté-calls Steve Brown.
Thereupdn,-*

STEVEN BROWN
after having been first duly swoin, téstified as‘follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q.- Mr. Brown, K if you would, state your name for the

record.
A. Steven Brown.
0. Mr. Brown, the weekend of March 11th, March 12th, do

you remember being with your cousin Nikki?
"A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.
COURT REPORTER: Please speak into the microphone,
sir.

THE COURT: This gentleman right here has to hear
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everything that you say and so do I and most importantly

those 14 jurors there so answer the Solicitor loudly,

okay?

BY MR., HUBBARD:

Q
A.
Q
A

Q.
'énd who?
A.
Q
AL
Q
A

Q.

Where wére y'all, in a caf or at your house?
Vehicle..

A vehicle?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Now, who else was in the vehicle? You, Nikki

My cousin.

Okay. How old is she?
Like seven.

Okay. So a small child?
(Witness nodding.Headf)

Okay. WhHile y'all were together, do you remember at

some point y'all got stopped by a railroad?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes, sir.
A train?
(Witness nodding head.) Yes, sir.

While you were stopped, do you remember seeing

anything while you were waiting there?

A.

I didn't. I didn't see nothing. My bousin, she,

she had seen something, some keys or whatever. I didn't. I

didn't see them. She seen them first.
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Q. Okay. And then once she pointed them oﬁt, is that
when you saw them?

A. Yeah. When she pointed them out.

Q. Okay. Did she get out or somebody get out of the
‘car and get the_keys?

A.  Yeah. M? daughter got them. She told her to get
them becaﬁse -- You know what i'ﬁ saying? —-- she felt like
they were some carvkeys or something like that. .

Q. Okay. And then fhey were in the car at that point?
She put them in her car? ’

A. Yes, sir.

Q. "~ On March the 15th were yéu back in your couéin's
car?

A. Yeah. I was back in there.

Q. And do you remember seeing whe%her you saw those
keys égain and still in the vehicle?

A.’ I mean, she, she still had them in there =-- You know
what I'm saying? -- in her purse basically.

Q. Okay. .And what did you say y'all needed to do with

those'keys?_

A. You know, I told her, .you know, she said she was

gonna turn them into the police because, you know, we thought

they was some car keys. You know what I'm saying? It's Just
that.

Q. So where did y'all go?
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I mean, she took them to the, uhm, to, uhm, to the

police station in Johnston.

Q. Do you remember handing them over to law
enforcement?
« A, Yeah. I gave them to them. 3
Q. Okay. I'm gonna éhow you What's been marked as

State's Exhibit 40, these keys.

over to law enforcement?

Are these the keys you turned

A. Yeah. .
Q. What's that? '
A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. 1 want to show you a photograph. Looking at

this photograph before we actually talk about it for the jury

P

is that where you were stopped with your cousin where you saw

the keys where the keys were collected?

A.

them.

That's where she saw them at. I ain't .-—- She saw

I ain't --

MR. HUBBARD: I'm offering this into evidence at

this time.

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection,

THE COURT: 73 without objection.

BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q.

Your Honor.

Now,vSteve, will you point out whereabouts you saw

those keys?

A.

STATE OF S5.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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over there. \
Q. Okay. Once she got out ana got them, where did she
go get them? You saw £hat, right?
A. She got out and went over there somewhere in that
area there and got them.
Q. Okay. And you saw that? | '
A. I saw her get out of the car and go over there.and
get them.
Q. I want to borrow you for . just a second. Step down
so'this jury can see, all right?
A. (Witness complies.)
Q. Come on. Whereabouts did she get out and pick up

those keys?

Over there in that area right there.

Right in this area?

Righf over there.

Okay. On this side of the tracks?

Yes, sir.

Ckay. All right. Very good.

Now, uhm -- |

Hang on. You can only respond to questions, okay?

QOkay.

oo 0 r o r 0 P PO.'J>‘

Only questions. And this is MéQueen and Calhoun?
MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to the -—-

MR. HUBBARD: That's a question.
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MR. WILLIAMS: Okay.
THE COURT: He didn't answer.
MR. HUBBARD: That's fine. That's fine.
. THE COURT: You want to ask him again? |
MR. HUBBARD: No, sir. That's-all I have got.

A\

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Mr. Brown, so that I understand, I guess what you

actually observed and saw and stuff, did you ever see -- Let
me see where that is at. Did you ever see these keys on the

ground?

-

A. Hey, I want to make a statement, man. I'm saying

I'm totally uncomfortable with this whole process.

THE COURT: You've just got to answer his questions,
sir. ’

THE WITNESS: I'm just - I'm -- I'm -- I'm
uncomfortable with doing thiF, man, because --

THE COURT: Everybody is uncomfortable. Hey, look,
everybody has been up here. |

THE WITNESS: I understand that. I understand that.
But I just don't like the way the process going. It
making me seem like I'm telling something to somebody and
I'ﬁ not because I don't know nothing about none of this,

man.

THE COURT: All right. You need to hush. Just
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-

answer the question.

THE WITNESS: I'm not being disrespectful;

THE COURT: I'm saying you're being disrespectful.
Just answer his guestions and you can be on your way.
Ask your guestion again.

THE WITNESS: I Jjust ddn't —— I'm only -- You know
what I'm saying? If I have to like, you know} somebody

have to be, have to be held'accounfable‘for not

responding, then it is. But I'm not - I'mnot - I'm
uncomfortable, man. I can't go through with this right
here. I don't feel comfortable doing it.

THE COURT: Ask your gquestion again.
BY MR. WILLTAMS:
Q. Did you see, did you see these keys on the ground?

THE WITNESS: Do I have to answer the gquestion?

THE COURT: Yeah.

THE WITNESS: I mean, I - I don't - I don{t -1
don't want to gé through with this. I just can't go
thréugh with it. I can't. No.

BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. Let me ask you, do you know how, how the police got.
these keys?
A. I don't know what to say.
THE COURT: All right. Y'all step into the jury

room real quick. I have to put something on the record.
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(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 2:25

THE COURT: All right. Look, you have not been
accused of anything; 'Nobody has done anything-other than
ask you about these keys. They were seen by, I guess, a

cousin of yours when y'all were stopped there waiting on

‘a train ito pass. Your niece went out and picked them up.

That's been your testimony thus far. The only question
Mr. Williams asked you is did you see the keys on the
ground before they were pickéd up . |

THE WITNESS: Before they was picked up‘I didn't.:
You know what I'm Saying?. I didh?t see them before they
was picked up. - ‘ »

THE COURT:  Okay. That's what he's asking you. Do
you have ény other qgestions to.ask? |

MR. WiLLIAMS: .Just a couple more but nothing
drastic.

. THE COURT:  Okay.

THE WITNESS: I'm just saying, right, you know, it
ain't like -- You know what I'm saying? --'I'm not having
no threats or nothing like that. It's just thét I am —
I jus£ don't do stuff like this. I felt like all I had
£o say ié we found some kéys and we Qere beingvgdodv -
samaritans by %urning them in but the Questioning process

is making it seem like I'm going to testify against
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1 somebody and I'm not‘going to, period.
2 - THE COURT: I understand all of that. I think
3 you're making more of it than you need because the first
4 -lawyér aSked you questions. Said did you find them near
5 the railroad croséing whéﬁ y'all were étopped? .Yes, more
6 | or‘less. And then the.bther attorney is asking yéuvdid
7 you‘see them on the gfound pefore they_were:piékéd them
8 " up? ‘You kind of iﬁdicafed;no;_ _ | |
9.~ THE WITNESS: I explained but T explained to the
10 | first gu§ -= Ydu knOW'what I'm saying? -- that, you know,
| ) 11 - we fouﬁd the keys. |
f 12 THE COURT: Right.
‘ 13 THE WITNESS:A But befbfe the keys was picked up, I
_ v14 . couldn't séy that Itpositivély seen those keys before my.
i 15 cousin seeﬁ £hem. I can't say that.béCause I'd be lying
! . .16 and I just‘swore on- - the Bible td_téll the tfuth.
j 17 ' 'THE C‘OURT\: All right. That's fine. And if that's
| 18 | o youf story, that's the.answer. That's finei You're not
19 o béing accused of anything other than.the\order of thihgé
‘20 ’thaﬁ happened.
1 21 * " CHE WITNESS: Can I go?
} 22 THE COURT:( No. ©No. You have fo finish answering
| 23 his questions. He's got a couple more and then I'm gonna
‘ 24 let you go. Now, if you don't answer his questions, then
25 you and I are gonna talk a little'further. But you have
' STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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got to answer his questions, okay? Fair enough?

THE WITNESS: Can I just say, can I just plead the

Fifth throughout the entire process because that's all I

have like because like I said --

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm okay with that, Your Honor, if he
does that.

THE WITNESS: ~- he's making me sit here and making
it seem like I'm testifying like I know something about
this. I don't know nothing about the situation. I've
got a-baby that's fixing to be delivered and I don't need
to be in this courtroom sitting ﬁ@ here about this
situation. You know what I'm saying? I wrote a
statement when the keys was turned.over to the officer
and I specifically stated I'm not snitching on nobody.
I'm not testifying. I don't know nothing about no keyé.

I'm just being a good samaritan and from.my understanding

" it was just gonna be that and now I'm up here in the

courtroom about the same situation and it's stressing me
out. I need to be with my girlfriend. I:don't need to
be up in here. |

THE COURT: I know. Okay. Here's the thing is they
get the right to ask you a couple of questions because
your statement as nice aé that'is -=

THE WITNESS: I understand that.

THE COURT: .-- nobody can qﬁestion the statement and
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1 . - say were the keys on the ground and where they were.
2 Now, you've answered that.
3 ' THE WITNESS: I mean, they got a statement that I
4 © wrote. |
5 } THE COURT: I know. But it's‘a statement.
6 . ~THE WITNESS: Can I read that out?
7 _ THE COURT:' No, because you can't question the
. 8 : statément. They can't gquestion the statement.
9 o THE WITNESS: I undersfand. I'm just - I'm -~ I'm
10 . uncomfortable.
11 - - . . THE COURT: ' I know. N
12 ‘ © THE WITNESS: I'm totally uncomfortable and it's
13 like I uﬁderstand exactly what you're saying. I respect
14 what you're saying but at the end of the day I'm not with
- 15 this box stuff. I'm uncomfortable. This is not my -
16 éharaCter. You know what I'm saying? And to be honest
17 : with you I got other biggsr and better things that I
18 could be doing than to. be éitting up hefe in court saying
'19 ' things‘going'On about some keys, but I get that. |
20 . THE COURT: If you would just hush and answer the
21 guestions, you could have been out of here ten minutes
22‘ o ago, okay?
23 o THE WITNESS: I mean, I'm trying to figure out why
24 did I have to be here from the beginning? I mean, I
] 25 don't know nothing about nothing so why did I have to be
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called --

THE COURT: All they're doing is asking you did
y'all pick the keys up. You said your little girl did.
THE WITNESS: And that's what I, that's what I
explained. And I felt like it was just going to be that.
You know what I'm saying? But I'm still sitting up here
being asked different questions and I'm telling you I'm

just uncomfortable.

THE COURT: All right. If you would just hush and
answer»the‘questions, they're going to be through
with you (indicating) that quick, okay?'.Just answer the
quéstions and you'll be out of here, all righf? You
ready-té go, Mr. Williams?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Bring the jury in please.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 2:35

p.-m.)

THE COURT: All right. We had an in camera hearing.
Mr. Brown is expecting a baby ény.minute. He's a little
bit nervous. I told him if he answers the guestions, he

will be on his way. Mr. Williams,. ask your next

question.

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. All right. Mr. Brown, the question I was asking you

was did you, individually you, see these keys on the ground
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anywhere near a railroad track?

A. I'm gonna say for the last time I did not see no
keys. My cousiﬁ seén them first. I didn't see no keys, man,
so, I mean, I'm just, I'm done with’this, man. I'm done with
this. |

Q Okay. So you didn't see ahy keys?

A She seen them first.

Q. | Ali fight. 'Now who is --~

A

My cousin got out and got the keys, But can I sit
here and say that I!éétually seen the kéys all dan.I'd be |
'Sittiﬁg heré lyiﬁg. | B o o

Q. '~ Okay. That's good.

A. And I juét swore on the Bible,xman.' I'm not éonna
lie, man. | .

Q.  Good.

A. Bottom line.

THE COURT: Good. Okay.
BY MR. WILLIAMS: |

Q. So let me ask you this guestion. What is your

cousin's name?

A. Nikki.

Q. Nikki?
AL Mason. _ B .
Q. .And how old is Nikki?

A. Well, she, uhm,; she like 32.
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0. Is she in the courtroom now?
A. No, sir.
Q. But this is a cousin of yours and.she had ~-
A. Her daughter which was --
Q. Her daughter?
A. She was 8-years-old. She got out and got the keys.

‘Like I said, we were just being good samaritans. We felt like
somebody had lost their keys or whatever so we was just -- You
know what I'm saying? -- trying to turn them back in to the
officer now. You know what I'm saying? With the extra stuff

'with me sitting up here -- You know what I'm saying? -- and
just pointing and "X" check mark, I'm not with that, man. I'm

not with that.

Q. Let me ask you one lit;le question.

A. That's the bottom line.
\ Q. Do you know Jerry Kirk?

A. Do I-know him?

Q. Uh-huh.

,X_ I —- Yep.

Q. And does he have any relationship to you or Nikki?

A. (Witness shaking head.)

Q. Not a cousin?

A. (Witness shakiné head.) iNow, this the thing‘right
here, man. Now —- You know what I'm saying? -- I'm sitting
up here. She's sworn me on the Bible so now I got to be

« -

N
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honest, right?
‘THE COURT: He asked you if you were kin to him.
BY THE WITNESS:
A. Now, I'm asking you a question. By me telling the

truth am I gonna be like telling a lie te}ling the truth?
THE COURT: No.
BY THE WITNESS:
A. Am I gonna be telling a lie felling the truth?

Yeah, I'm related to him. I'm going to tell the truth. You

THE COURT: That's fine.

BY THE WITNESS:

A. That's what I was saying. All the extra questions,
I don't want to go through that, man. Because now‘it seem
like I'm participating in the trial.and I'm not participating
in it. Once again, I was being a good samaritan because I
felt like someone lost their car keys and we was trying to
turn them béck in. That's just the bottom line. All fhe
extra stuff I doﬁ't want to partake in that. I'm a family
man. You know what I'm saying? I got bigger and better
responsibilities than sitting up here today.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Okay. One last thing. One last thing. It's not
really a question. 1It's one question but it just kind of

rounds out the picture. Are you the same person that was

-
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convicted of a burglary second, common law robbery, and an
assault with intent to commit criminal sexual Cohduct first
degree? |
A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

MR. WILLIAMS: That's all.

.THE COURT: Good Enough. Any redirect?

MR. HUBBARD: No redirect.

THE COURT: You're free to go, Mr. Brown. Good luck

-with the baby. Call your next witness.
MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
Lieutenant Josh Price.
Thereupon,
| JOSHUA PRICE
after having been first duly swbrn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. Good afternoon, Lieutenant Price. How is it
going?
| A, Good.

Q. Where are you Eurrently employed?

A. The‘Saluda County Sheriff's Office.

Q. How-long have'you been employed there?

A. Seven years.

Q. Have you spent your entire law enforcement career at

Saluda County Sheriff's Office?
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A. I have. : !

Q. What is your current position?

A. I'm a lieutenant assigned to investigations at the
Sheriff's Office. |

Q. And as a lieutenant what are your job
'responsibilities?

A. Uhm, to investigate criminal activity within Saluda
County. '

Q. What type of crimes do you>investigate?

A. Saluda County's investigative division is general
investigators so I have investigated everything_from petty
shoplifting to homicide.

VQ. I want to speak to you specifically about why we are
‘all here, March 8th, 2017. Were you working that day?

A. Not -- Well, I was notified of this incident at the

Tidwell residence. I was asleep. I was contacted by our
communications center and was told that investigators were
being requested to be sent to the Tidwell regidencé in
reference to a home invasion.

Q. To be clear, you were off duty and then you were
called in?

A. I was.

Where is the Tidwell residence located?

Q
A. B B B in Saluda County.
Q

Did you indeed respond to the scene?
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A. I did.
0. You mentioned there was a home invasion. Was that

the nature of the call that you responded to?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Can you describe the scene when you arrived?
A. It was still dark when I arrived on scene. The

patrol officers who initially responded at that time were
marking off the residence with crime écene tape. Nobody was
going in or out of the residence at that time. The Tidwells‘
were both outside of their home at which time shortly after my
arrival I spoke with Ms. Lynda Tidwell and I did a brief
interview with her inside of my véhicle.

Q. Can you describe her demeanor when you were speaking

with her?

A. She was very upset. She had been through a very
traumatic thing. She was very visibly shaken and emotiocnal.
Q. After that point, after you gathered, I guess, basic

information of what occurred, what's the next thing you did or
you recall doing?

A. Uhm, after that, after speaking with Ms. Tidwell, I
knew that South Carolina Law Enforcement Division's crime
scene unit was responding to their house to go over the home
forrcrime scene purposes at which time the sun stérted coming‘
up and -I began doing a search of the outer perimeter of the

residence.

7
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Q. You said the sun was starting to come up. ' Jumping
ahead, but how long were you guys working this crime scene?

A. The actual, you know, from start to finish would
have been from the early morning hours until later in the
afternoon 4:30, 5:00.

Q. So while you are there it started to become a little
daylight and where did it take you next? What's the next
thing that you did?

A. V I started doing'a,:just basically doing parallel
searches through the yard. I was looking for any type of
disturbance impressions, any evidence that could be outside
the residence because at that time we couldn't go inside the
residence. |

Q. I'm gonna stop you there. Why éouldn't you go

inside the residence?

A. Because it was secured waiting for SLED's arrival
for crime scene. No one was‘géing‘in or out.

Q. So you basically.wereVWorking the outer perimeter?

A. I was.

Q.> Take me from there. Where did you go from there or

describe to the jury how did you work-the outer perimeter?

A.. Well, when I started doing my search, I stérted
doing a’parallei search in the front yard and then iﬁ the
backyard and kind of fhe side yard. We, 6 were trying to be

careful with out patrol vehicles as different units arrived to
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make sure they didn't mark the grass area. The Tidwells have
a paved asphalt driveway sé we were trying to make sure that
at the same time of doing a search that no one could be
disruptind'the possible crime scene for tire impressibns, foot
wear impressions, things. of that nature. |

Once those areas were searched, when the sun come ﬁp
and we could see, I started doing a search around the house,
kind of parallel, kind o% a grid search. Then I.started doing
what we cail a spiral outer search where I started at the
residence and started doing a search in a circular pattern.
That search lead me across the féirway. They talked about the
fairway throughout the day which is fight by the Tidwell home.
There's a path, a road. It is Fairway Trace. It intefécts
with that fairway, comes out on a golf cart path énd I went up
ip'walking and at which time I located two what appeared to be
foot impressions on that dirt portion of the fairwéy or the
road and it was a dirt/sand type of surface.

I couldn't see any detail with the foot wear
impressions. The ground was saturated and it was, as I have
explained it, they were almost disappearing as I saw them.

The ground was drying up and there was no detail in the
impressions that appeared to be from a shoe or béot. I went
on up the road and at. a certain point that road turns into an
asphalt road and on the, as I was walking away from the

Tidwell home it would have been on my right side that I saw a

i
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rectangular area that was, like I said, the ground was
saturated and on this rectangle area about the size of a car
you could see where it appeared to me a vehicle‘had been
parked for some time. That ground was dry there and you coﬁld
see impressions, four impressions in that area that what

appearéd to be from a tire. There was no detail in that such

“as you couldn't see like a tread pattern but you could

definitely see where four tires had been sitting in that

area.

Q. Please step down. I want to ask you a few follow up

questions because you did review quite a bit.

<

i (Witness complies.)
Q. I want to first ask you, do you.recognize this?
A. T do.

Q. And this is State's Exhibit 1. What do you

recognize this as?

A, This is the Tidwell residence, Persimmon Hill Golf
Course. -
Q. ~Go ahead and take a moment to orient yourself. I

‘ /
want you to kind of explain to the jury from the Tidwell

residence where your outer perimeter search took you so théy
hsve a full understanding.

A. Okay. This would be the Tidwell residence here. As
I said, I did some sc€arches in the front yard, the backyard,

down to the area of the pond, and then I started expanding.
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Once I expanded out, I got to this area and started doing a
search of this road. This is Fairview Trace. This portion
he%s of Fairview Trace to about right here is paved asphalt,
then it becomes dirt and you can see in the picture how the
trail or the road is big enough for vehicles to go down, wends
out and then comes out right hefe below the Tidwell residence
at the maintenance shop.

Q.‘ Where you are pointing, is that on the golf course?
Does it come out ontb the golf course?

a. It does right here.

Q. Again, can yod point out where is the paved portion
of the road?- ‘ |

A. The paved portion.is essentially this area right
here.

0. Now, you have mentioned yoﬁ followed some
impressions and you noticed a area that appears.tﬁat a vehicle
méy ﬁave been parkéed there?

A. Mm-hmm. |

Q. Can you tell the jury whether or not that was on the
unpaved portion or the paved portion?

A. It was essentially right at the area where the paved

met -the unpaved.

Q. Can you point to it on here?
A. Generally right here. It would have been, if you

are walking up this path, the vehicle had been parked right
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here on the right side of the road.

Q- So if you say on the right side, on the right side
of the image that we are looking at right here?

A. On the right side.of this image. This is the
roadway. It was parked on the right side.

Q. :You mentioned that there were some tire impressions.
Based on what you saw was it enough fo?,any type of
comparison?A

A. No. It was not.

\ Q. Can ygu tell whether or not it was a small compact

type vehicle or a larger body type vehicle in that area of the

" space that you saw that wasn't saturated?

A. It was é larger car. Not a~SUV but, you know, a
car.
_ 0. Wﬁile YQu're standing there I'm going to show you a
~photograph that has not been marked yet. 1I'll ask you while

you're up here because I want you to look at the exhibit as

well, 1. Do you recognize that?
A. Yes.
0. What do you recognize this to be?
A. That is the area I located on Fairvlew Trace and I

took this photograph.
Q. And it's a fair and accurate representation of how
it appeared on this day?

A. Yes.
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Q. - And.this would be in the morning hours of March 8th,
20172 | ‘
A. Yes,.ma'am.
MS. FULLER: At this.time, Your Honor, the State
sééks to move State's.Exhibit 74 into evidence.
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection.
THE COURT: State's 74 without objection.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. Go ahead and explain to the jury what they are
looking at in this photograph.
A. - As I was explaining to you, I said a moment ago the

dirt portion of the road is, I'm probably close to standing on

‘it when I took this photograph but it becomes dirt right.here.

If it was a full size picture, somewhere in this area. But as
you can see it's rectangular area like a vehicle is there and
you.can see in certain areas where the ground is disturbed

Ilike a tire had set there and the ground around it was, you

. cahsee the leaves are saturated: They're wet and this area

was dry.
Q. Can you also point out to the jury which direction

are. we looking at? What is in this direction?

A. Can I --
Q. Yes. We're now looking at State's Exhibit 1.
‘A, Again, this area. right here, we're still looking the

same way walking away from the Tidwell residence here. This

7
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is right here.and I'm facing this way to-Persimmon Drive.

Q. And what is over here? Is that the airport?

A. This is the airport. |

Q. This would be on the right side of the road facing
the airp?rt? | |

A. And that's part of, you can actually see part of the
airpqrt complex. :

Q. Thank you, lieutenant. Please take your seat.

A. . (Witness complies.)

Q. ~You mentioned there Was éome shoe.or boot
impressions, I believe. Was that also in this area?

A. Yes,'ma‘aﬁ. it.Was still on the dirf portiqn before
I arrived at that area and locaﬁed that scene.

Q. Could you tell whether or not there was enoughvfor
even a colleﬁtion or a comparison? .

A. There was not. As I said, they were almost
disappearing as the ground dfied out.

Q. From thatApoint where did your investigation téke‘
you next?

A. Uhﬁ, from.there I obtained information about a .
suspeCtAvehicle being a Mercury Grand Marquis. 1I.had obtained
a photograph of that wvehicle.

Q. I will show you that. I'll show you State's Exhibit

69 and ask you if you recognize thié?

A. . I do.
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Q. Did you take this photograph?
A. I believe Investigator Jimmie Smith of the Edgefield
County Sheriff's Office took that photograph, however I was

present with-him when it was taken.

Q. This 1is the samé vehicle that‘you were referring
to?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. So from that point you received the information and

what kind of vehicle is that?

A. Mercury Grand Marquis.

Q. Once you réceived that information, what, if
anything, did you do next?

A.. From there again through the investigation suspects
were —‘we were developing suspects. From there we had
obtained information from the Johnston Police Departmént that
a vehicle matching this description with one suspect being
Abin Lowman had been arrested on a traffic stop in the city

limits of Johnston in the early morning hours.

Q. That would be on March 8th?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So once you received that information, what did you

do/ if anything?
A. I went to the Johnston Police Department and I met
with Chief Lamar Robinson.

Q. And from there?
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1 A. From there I received information that the vehicle
2‘ in their police report had been towed to Hook and Book

3 Recovery after the arrest and from there I weht to Hook’and

-4 Book Recovery.

5. Q. What waé your sole purpose of going to Hook and Bobk
6 Recovery that day? - -

7 A. To locate that wvehicle.

8 ' 0. Can you tell whether or not when you arrived the

9 vehicle was secured?

10 ‘A._ It was secured inside the impound lot.

11 ' Q. What was it secured by?

12 A. A éhéin link fence, barbwire and the owner alsé

13- stated he had security camerés at his property..
14 Q. So once you were there, what, if anything, did you
15 do with the vehicle? ,

16 © A, Once we were there and obtained information that the
17 vehicle was there, we knew by the police report that the tag,
18 the VIN, that thatAwas the vehicle that had been towed from
19 Johnston. I spoke with the owner Mr.. ﬁutland. At that time I
20 . gathered information about the GPS tracker being on the
21 vehicle.

22 Q. Let me make sufe I clear up one thing from you.

23 When you said that you confirmed that the vehicle was the same'
24 one stopped in Johnston, how exactly did you do that? Did you
25 actually take the Johnston pélice report?
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A. I did.
Q. What information, if:any, did it contain that
allowed you to verify that that was the right vehicle?
A. I believe it had the license plate and also the VIN

number -in the incident report.

Q. So from thereﬁwhat was the next step?

A. Froﬁ theréiwhén I arrived there Russ Padgett or
Agent Padgett aﬁd Agent Clint Busbee alsovwent there. They
left. I stayed with the vehicle. It waé a.vehicle of
interest. > Our goal was to obtain é lawful search warrant for
that vehicle. Once we found it, they left Hook and Book. I
stayed with that vehicle to keep a law enforéemeﬁt presence‘
with that vehicle until a search warrant was obtained.

T Q. Let me ask you this: Where is Hook and Book

"located, in what county?

A. It's in Edgefield_Copnty.

Q. So were you able to actually obtain - did you
actually obtain the séarch warrant for this vehicle?

A. I did not. The Edgefield Céunty Sheriff's Office

obtained the search warrant for that vehicle.

Q. And the search warrant was obtained on March 18th,

20177
‘A. It_was. — o
Q.' Were you present and help execute ‘the search

warrant?
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A. I was.

Q.. During that search warrant, can you tell me what, if
anything, of interest as it relates to the case did you find
in the vehicle?

A. On the initial search warrant we found a nine
millimeter shell casiné inside the front area, front passenger
seat floor board of the vehicle. We located multiple cell
phones that were inside the vehiqle. li loéated a, I believe

it was a4SQuth Carolina ideétification card belonging to Abin

" Lee Lowman and also a Maryland identification card belohging

to Robert Goodwin.
Q. Now, you've mentioned GPS. Were you able to verify

that GPS was actually'attached to the car?

- I. was.
Q. You mentioned that earlier. I Jjust wanted.to
confifm, | |
A. Also in the search wérrant the actual GPS‘unit was
taken.
| - Q. So you actually were abié to be p;esent and you took

-

ppssession of that GPS unit?
A. Yes. Along with a walkie-talkie hand held radio
that was found in thg frant seat of the vehicle;
0. Can you teil me whether or not there were any
clothing items recovered during that first search warrant?

A. It was recovered a dark color jacket with the name
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Lowman imprinted on the jacket kind of like a work style
jacket with, you know, a name plate and a dark in color
shirt.

Q.V And then just to be sure, to be clear, the vehicle
was secured when you searched thét vehicle at that time?

‘A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. You mentioned that you retrieved a driver's license

belonging to a Robert Goodwin. Why was that important to take
out of the yehicle at that time?

A. Well, at that time as the investigation was going on
before my_a;rival ét Hook and Book we had developed multiple
suspects and he was known to have been with Abin Lowman the -
week prior.

Q. | Then you mentioned cell phones. What was the
importance of'téking cell phones out bf the vehicle?

A. Cell phoné is pretty common for law enforcement to
ﬁake a cell phone. It's a modern diary. Everything we do is
placed in our cell phones so we use that to gather evidence.

Q. You also mentionéd collecﬁing a nine millimeter

spent casing. What, if any, value did you gain from

bcollecting that?

A. Well, we knew that from obtaining the statement from
N
the Tidwells that they had been met with gun point during the
home invasion. We gathered that shell casing for possible

comparison to anything in the future as part of that
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2 Q. Let. me ask you this: Did you have any other
3 occasion to interact with that vehicle?
4 A. I did.
5 Q. When was that?
6 A. I do not know the exact date off the top of my head.
7 It was several weeks later.
8 ‘ Q. I'm qoing to hand you a copy of your report. Okay. i
9 I'm going to hand you copy of:both search wafrants and see if %
10 that will assist you in youf testimony. So the first search 3
11  warrant you said was on March 8th and the second search
12 warrant? |
13 . A. The second search warrant was on March‘23rd, 2017.
14 0. On March 23rd what reason did you have to seafch the
15 Vehicle again? | . : ‘ o i
16 A. A co-defendant haa been arrested. |
17 Q. Who Was that co-defendant? |
18 A. James Christopher Wilson. Christopher James
19 Wilson.
20 0. James Wilson.
21 _ A. Okay.
22 Q. And go ahead. You were beginning to explain what
23 was the need for the second search warrant?
24 A. We obtained information from him because his
25 driver's license was, in fact, in the vehicle.
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Q. During the second search warrant were you present
for the execﬁtidn of that search warrant?
A. 1 was.
Q. You mentioned his driver's license. Can you tell me

whether or not you found his driver's license in the vehicle
during tﬁat second search warrant?

A. We did.

Q. What, if .anything, else of value to this case did
you locate during that second search warrant?

A. During the second search warrant I obtained six
white,vall white gloves with green trim.

Q. Let me ask you.this: ' At this point in the
investigation why were those white gloves important?

A. .I‘knew they were the same type of gloves located in
the Waffle House along with the money clip.

0. Was there one other item of interest‘as it relates
to this case that was recovered during that search warrant?

A. There was a white color box that had the, that Wés
Cz99 was written on that box.

Q. By this po}nt in the investigation this is March

23rd, why was collecting that bok relevant, if any?

A. I believe it to be associated with a gun.

Q. That would be the gun tﬁat was used 1in this case?

A. Yes. The one that's been introduced earlier
today.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17

18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

JOSHUA PRICE - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

_560

Q. I'm going to show you these items. Do you have a
knife?

A. Yes, ma'am. ‘I do.

Q. Here you go. I'm gonna ask you do you recognize
this?

A. I do.

Q. How db you recognize that?

A. This was céllected on the.date of the first search
warrant. It has a chain of custody on the.bag. It goes from

Jimmie Smith who executed the first search warrant to me, from

me to evidence storage at the Sheriff's Office.

Q. So you recognize your name and the date as well?
A. I do. The date that I obtained it was March the
8th, 2017.

MS. FULLER: Permission to open this bag at this
time, Your Honor. |
THE COURT: Absolutely..
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. Now, we mentioned some items. Do you see a
walkie-talkie in there?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And what, if any, value did you gain from collecting
the walkie-talkie in your investigation?
A. The co-defendants gave statements that they used a

walkie-talkie system to communicate.
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MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, a small .objection. Is
this in evidence yet?
THE COURT: No. She just opened it.
MR. WILLIAMS: Okay. I didn't know if it was going
to be published right now or not. - M
MS. FULLER: I'm just taking a few items out. 1I'll
lay'the proper foundation. |
BY MS. FULLER:

Q Remove the walkie-talkie from that bag please.

A. (Witness complies.)

Q Also in that bag ——k

A This is the South Carolina identification card
belonging to Abin Lee Lowman and it has his ID number and his
date of birth as D I B \

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I would note an objection
that indeed these items are currently being published
even though they haven't been placed intoc evidence.

’MS. FULLER: We won't fully publish them. I
apologize ,for that, Your Honor. Just identifying céptain
items. |

THE COURT: I'll sustain that.

BY MS. FULLER:
Q. That's it. Do you recognize this bag that you just
took out of here?

A, I do.
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I Q. Go ahead and open this one for me please. Do you
see an ID card in that bag?
A. I do.
Q Do you recognize it --- R
A. I do.
Q -- without publishing it. Put that back.
A (Witness.complies.) |
0. Thank you. I'll show you several other items that

you just testified to collecting and being present for the

execution of the search warrant and ask you do you recognize

this?

A. Yes.

Q. And how do you recognize 1it?

A.. These) are items collected from that search
warrant.-

Q. I'll ask you to open this top bag and remove the ID

that you located in there.

A. (Witness complies.),

Q. Do you recogﬁize this?

A. I do.

Q. Was this the item that you were present whgle it was
collected?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. How about down here?

A. Those are the gloves, all white with green trim.
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this?

A.

Q.

O ol

" —— in evidence?

.Yes, ma'am.

o r o0 P OO0 F 0 B

Do you recognize these --
Yes, ma'am.
-- as items you collected?
Yes. ‘

And you know these items were

Yes, ma'am.

<

.Do you recognize this item?

1 do. . -

563

563

secured in Saluda

Is this an item that you collected?

Yes.

I'l1l show you this bag and ask you do you recognize

I do.

And this also, if you look in the bag,

let me know

if these are items that you recognize you collected?

A.

Q.

That's the jacket. Yes.

I collected iti

This is in the search warrant that we were just

talking about?

A.

Q.

Yes.

And you testified about cell phones.

recognize this bag?

A,

I do.

Do you

S : :
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1 Q. And these are the items that you collected during

2 the execution'of the search warrant? | .

3 A. Yes, ma'am.

4 Q. This particular cell phéﬁe, can you remove that?

5 - A. (WitneSs complies.)

6 | Q. Is this an item that you éolleqted during the

7 execution of the search warrant?

8 A. Yes. It 1is.
9 - ‘ Q. ~I'll show you this. ‘Do you recoghize this?' You

10 mentioned a nine millimeter shell casing that was/}ecdvered.
"11_ g A. I did. That was the nine millimeter shell casing'

12 | that-I recovered. |

13'k Q. Oné.more item. Do you recognize this?

14 A, I do.

15 “Q;, Was this collécted during --

16 A. It was.

17 Q. —¥_the execution of tbe search warrant?

18 A.  Yes, ma'am.

19 Q. What do yoﬁ recognize this tolbe?‘

20 | A. This is one pair of white gloves with green trim

21.~ located. in the front of the car.

22 Q. 'So all of these items that were found, they were

23 recovered in that 2003 Mercury Grand Marquis?

24 A. Yes, ma'am.

25 Q. And you were present and assisted in the execution
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of the.search warrant on March 8th and March 23rd%

A. Yes, mé'am.

Q. And in looking at all these items are these the
items that you collectéd on those days?

A. - Yes, ma'am.

MS. FULLER: - At this time, Your Honor, I will mark
these items individually but I would seek to move these
items into evidence through this officer.

THE COURT: She identified a lot. Would it be
easier to gb through them one at a time, if you have an
objection to them?

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes.

THE COURT: Are there\any that 'you are good with?

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, there's a basic objection
of tﬁe chain. |

THE COURT: We'll take that up right now. May be
easier.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Let me take a short break and go
thfough all this stuff and we'll streamline this so y'all
step in the jury room. Don't begin discussing the case.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 3:15

THE COURT: Most of these items were obtained from

the car. There were two different search warrants. Most
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1 of these items came from one of those two searches.

2 MR. WILLIAMS: True.

: N

3 THE COURT: All right. Let me hear your.basic

4 objection and then we'll take them individually after

5 that.

6 . MR. WILLIAMS: It's my understanding that thefé were
7 -two search warrants. They go in and search it one tiﬁe,
8 they come béck.p There's a return. That's fine. And on
9 " that return it listslitéms that were found as well as who
10 ‘ received them and who filled out the‘retﬁrn. There's

11 : also a second search and the same process is followed
12 meaning there's a return which is filled out and filed

13 with the magistrate, the individuals who have found those
14 items and I assume that there are separate maybe chain of
15 - custody sheets with thoée items which have been turned

16 in.

17 o Your Honor, I haven't seen the chain to follow it ﬁp
18 " until it's actually received by thé Saluda Sheriff's

19 Department. As a matter of fact, I have contradictory
20 information that indicateé that maybe there is an Officer
21 Doran that actually turns the items over from himself to -
22 Investigator Price. I'm just saying that the ‘chain ié
23 not clean, Your Honor. I don't know what they found,
24 when they found it. The chain is not clean.
25 MS. FULLER: Your Honor. A
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THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor. The search

warrants, I believe Investigator Price téstified that he
was present. He sat on the car and he was there. Sincé
the car was located in Edgefield County, Edgefield County
officers came and he .was present for the full execution
of the search‘warrant and once the items were taken out
of the caf'physically he was present and they were tﬁrned
over to the Saluda County custody which would be
Lieutenant Price. So all these items are non fungible.
I believe they all come in through this offiéer. I don't
think I need to lay a perfect chain and there's only one
person before him and he was present when that berson was
executing the search warrant on the car.

MR. WILLIAMS: I haven't heard him testify to
finding those things; Doran; Your  Honor, whoever he is,
Lieutenant Randy Doran.

THE‘COURT: He's an Edgefield guy?

MR. WILLIAMS: I don't know.

MS. FULLER: Your Honor, these are non fungible
items. 'He was present and he saw them. I don't even‘——
To me this is pretty basic but he was present when he saw
those items and he's identified each and every one of
them. I know it was tedious but there was‘a lot and he

identified each and every one of them on the record.
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1 | _ MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I'm in agreement with the
2 Solicitor about one point, that is that fungible is
3 important when we talk about certain pieces of evidence,
4 I guess, because it Wouldn't likely be destroyed. Still
5 case law says that you're supposed to complete the chain
6 ‘ as far as reasonably possible. It's not like you're
7 ' - talking about spoilage or something like that I agree but
8 I think the defendant is entitled to say who found it,
9 where.it went from there.in the case, how many other
10v hands may éven have touched it, but it's jusﬁ not the
11 . best chain. I don't know that he can then say who found
12 ) . what, what hour or anything; If he even just went
13 through his chain of custody lfst if he had one on each
‘14 e;identiary I think it would help.
15 Mé. FULLER: Your Honor, my position is it doesn't
16 matter. These items are physical items that are readily
17 identifiable. We're not talking about blood specimens
18‘ and DNA analysis. This is an ID card, a walkie-talkie,
19 coat, gloves, found in the car that he has testified that
20 he recognizes because he was present there during the
21 execution of the search wafrant. The case law is well
22 established, and I know Mr. Williams knows that, so I
23 don't really see the issue here. It doesn't need to be a
24 perfect chain. Thefe's only one person before him. He
25 did mention Jimmie Smith actually physically goﬁ that
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first search wérrant. He said Randy Doran got the second
one and he was present for both search warrants. I'm not
seeing the issue. I don't think it's that complicated.
And, Ypur Honor, I can cite a couple of cases for you.
State V. Hatcher, State v. Sweet and Brockmeyer which I
know Your Honor knows because we handled this case in
other trials that I have had in front of you.

THE COURT: Well, I think the problem that
Mr1'Williams has is there was one search done, items were
found, then there wgs an interview with the co-defendants
who says, oh, there's .some other stuffi in there that

N

y'all haven't shown me and he was right 'so where it came

t

from in the car seems to be important when there's three

~ co-defendants and his client. That's what I think his

point is. I'm not sure but it's just a guess.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. Good guess, Your Honor.

MS. FULLER: So his challenge is the second search
warrant? U

THE COURT: No. It's all of them. But let's take a
break. I'm really hot right now. Let's take a quick
break and then we'll talk, come back and put something on
the record.

MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Short break.)

THE COURT: Okay. We're back on the record.
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MS. FULLER: Your Honor, to make it easier and
compromise, I can go through with this officer‘since he
‘Was present and help execute the search warrant where
each item, whére it was found in the front seat, the back
seat or the trunk if that would get us through and over
this issue. I can do that now or in front of the jury.

THE . COURT: I.think-thdt was one of the concerns.
that Mr. Williams had among others. I'm not sure. Tell
me what other -- I understand the two officers, he stayed
with the car'during the first search waiting on the
search Warrant, was there»when it was executed to
whatevér extent his participation was maybe you can
pfovide further. ' The second one --

MR. WILLIAMS: Had to do with.-- I'm not sure --

THE COURT: Had to do with the interview of Wilson
-and whomever.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yeah. Some other officer found these
items and supposedly turned them over to him according to
the chain of custody information that I have.

THE COURT: Let's bring the jury back in and I think
we're getting =--

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm really more concerned about where
you found this stuff.

THE COURT: That's kind of what-I thought you were

saying. We kind of went through it in bulk and it's hard
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to follow them all in bulk. Let's go through them one at
a time and with a little more specificity and see 1if
sufficient foundation has been laid, "all right?

MS. FULLER: Yes, Your Honor:

THE COURT: Let's bring the jury in. I don't want
to do it in camera and then come back and do it again.

~

I want to do it in one run, all right? Y'all ready fo;
the jury?

MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: .Bring them in please.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the coﬁrtroom at 3:30

THE COURT: All right. So the jury knows wh;t we're
suggested doing, let's go through each item individually
and then léy the foundation.

| MS.‘FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor.
BY MS. FULLER: [
Q. Investigator Price, were you present during the
execution of these search warrants?

A. I was.
Q. On March 8th did you actively participate in

executing the search warrant?

A. Yes, ma'am. |
Q. What does that actually mean?
A. On March 8th we were inside Edgefield County. My
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jurisdiction ends at the Saluda County line so we call
Edgefield County to assist us in oﬁr investigation. Edgefield
County investigator James Smith obtained a lawful search
warrant signed by Edgéfield County magistrate‘to do a lawful
search of the vehicle and once we obtained that search warrant
then Investigator Smith and myself along with other officers
from Edgefield County executed'thevsearch warrant to do a
search of the vehicle. _

Q. Executed. What  does that actually mean?

A. That means we went inside the vehicle. Until then I
had not. opened any door or anytﬁihg like that and'searched for
anything. Executed means we went through and searched for
items.

Q. You said we. - Does that mean-you actively
participated in searching for items in the vehicle?

A. I did. .

0. So taking each item one at a‘time, first loéking'at
this item which is a walkie-talkie, do you recall where it was
located in the vehicle?

A. In the-front seat passenger seat.

Q.. Looking at this item which is Abin Lee Lowman's
identification card, where was this located in the vehicle?.

A. Front seatxarea.

0. Still dealing with the March 8th search warrant, !

looking at this item, this is a Maryland identification card
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belonging to Robert Goodwin, Junior, where was this located in
the vehicle?

A. Front seat.

Q. Looking at this item, you testified to collecting

several cell phones, but this particular cell phone, do you

recall where this was located in the vehicle on March 8th of

20172

A. I do. It was on the front seat.
Q. This item you identified as a nine millimeter shell

casing. On March 8th, 2017 where was this located inside the

vehicle?
A. Floor boardvof the front seat passenger side.
Q Do you still have your glovés?
A. I don't. The§ get hot. »
Q I'll open up_this bag. The long sleeve black in

color T-shirt, on March 8th, 2017 where was this shirt

located?
A. In the back seat of the vehicle, back seat area-
Q. This shirt?
A. Yes.
Qv This jacket, on March 8th, 2017 where was this

located inside the vehicle?
A. Same area, back floorbbard.
0. So regarding the first search warrant on March 8th,

2017, all these items were collected by yourself and Edgefield
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County officers during'the execution of the search warrant?

A. Yes, ma'am.
0. Regarding the second search warrant on March 23rd,

2017, tell me this, when you went back to —-- Where was that
search warrant executed? '

A. At Hook and Book Recovery.

Q. Was the vehicle in the same location when yoﬁ

executed that search warrant?

A. It was. It hadn't appeared to be moved.

Q..' Andvthe vehicle was still secured?

A. It was. |

Q. I'm goihg to show you a Maryland idéntification card
< for Jameé Wilson. Do yéu recall where this item was recovered

in the vehicle?
A. In the trunk of the vehicle in a black duffel bag.
Q. Looking at this item, a set of white gloves, do you -

recall where these were recovered in the vehicle?

A. I den't.

Q. They were recovered f;om the vehicle?

A. -(Witness nodding head.)

Q.: I'll ask you to open -- I'll ask you if you

recognize the tape seal on this item?
A. It's an evidence seal with my name on it, my
handwriting and the date of March 23rd.

Q. Go ahead and tell me, do you recall where those
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of my head. Those gloves were

There were a bunch of gloves

like that found in the vehicle.

Q. Scattered throughout
collected on March 23rd, 20177

A. ‘ Yes.

the vehicle. And that was
/ .

|

Q. Referring to the white box ‘that you described, do

hYOu recall where this was recovered in the vehicle?

A. In the trunk of the vehicle.

Q. And again, all these items are items that you

personally collected and participated in the execution of the<

search warrants on March 8th of 2017 and March 23rd of 20172

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. FULLER: Your'Honor, at this time the State

seeks to move all 10 of these items'into evidence.

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection.’

THE COURT: After properly identified -- Did we

number them?

MS. FULLER: Not yetf Your Honor. With the Court's

indulgence actually --

THE COURT: I was saying, they will be numbered in a

minute and we'll make a record of the numbers

momentarily. We'll stand at ease until we get them

numbered.
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MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Whereupon, State's Exhibits.#75 through #84 marked
for identification and admitted.) |

MS. FULLER: Your Honor, the items are marked aé 75
through 84. For the record, Robert Goodwin's ID is
State's Exhibit 75; Abin Lee Lowman's ID is State's
Exhibit’76; James Christbpher‘wilson;s ID is State's
Exhibit 78; the walkie-talkie is State's Exhibit 77; the.
nine millimeter shell casing is State's Exhibit 79; the
Cell-phone collected is' State's Exhibit 80; the white box
recovered is State'é Exhibit él; the set>of gloves,
several sets of gloves is State's Exhibit 82
collectively; another paif of'gloveslis State's Exhibit
83; and collectively fhe jacket ana<the bléck T-shirt is
marked in this bag as State's Exhibit 84. |

THE COURT: All right. State's 75 through 84
admitted without.objection. Identify oﬁ‘the record as to
what tﬁey are individually. All right. You may
continue.
MS. FULLER: Thank you; Your Honor;
BY MS. FULLER: .

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit 75 and 78, throughout the
course of your investigation and collection of those itéms can
you explain why they became important?

A. Both the people that these items belong to were
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arrested in connection and charged with this crime.
Q. In looking at State's Exhibit 78, we're looking at a .
Maryland identification card belonging to James Wilson?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Keep your -voice up.
.A. Yes, ma'am.
-Q. And State's Exhibit 75, are we looking at a Maryland
identification card belonging to Robert Goodwin?
A. Yé;, ma‘am.v
Q. And you testified earlier looking at State's Exhibit
76, do you recognize this? |
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And this is, we're looking at a South Carolina
4idéntification card belonging to Abin Lee Lowman?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And you said this was recovered in the front seat/of

the vehicle?
A. Yes, ma'am.

0. And the vehicle that we're talking about, we're

still talking about in State's Exhibit 69 that Mercufy Grand

Marquis?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And this photograph was taken at or near the time of
the search warrant?

A. Yes, ma'am.
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Q. And so all of the items we just put into evidence
were recovered from this vehicle in your presence and you
helped execute?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. In referring to State's.Ekhibit,84 the black long

sleeved shirt and the jacket, what, if anything, of value did

"you gain from that throughout the course of your

investigation?
| A. The defendant was found on a Walmart surveillance
video wearing that jacket with the other three co-defendants.

Q. And that beoame relovant to the investigation?

A. Yes, na‘am.

MS.,FULLER: Judge, I don't believe I have any
further questions at this time.
MR. WILLIAMS: May it please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Officer Price, as I understand it you appeared on
scene on March the 8th and you along with other officers were
walking over the'area and I guess looking, you've talked about
it, looking for the footprints, looking for the tire prints,
doing all of those.things, correct?

A. _Yes, sir.

Q. As a matter of fact, y'all went to the trouble of
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like the neighbors, the neighbors who had showed up fhere,
y'all actually took pictures of the neighbors' shoes and then
you would mark whose shoes they were?

A. Yes, sir. I believe so.

Q. Right. So you were securing, you were interes?ed iﬂ

securing any type of footprints that you could find out there;

is that correct? ' ~—
A. Yes, sir.
0. Now, let me ask you this: You were talking on your

direct testimony that you found some footprints?

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. | Where were those footprints found?

A. On Fairview Trace dirt portion.

Q. You took pictures of those?

A. I did.

0. And ﬁhose indicated the size at least of the shoes .

that were involved, didn't they?
A. It was close comparison. I used my radio as a
measuring device to kind of do the length but the impressions

were, as I said earlier, disappearing. I could see it with my

eyes but when I photographed, it didn't - it was - the

impressions were not as good. I could see with my eyes but
not with technology.
Q. Did you take those pictures and have they been

admitted into evidence yet? , v
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‘A. . Not to my knowledge.
Q. So those other pictures that you took are not in
evidence yet?
A. I don't ﬁhink so.
Q. All right. But you‘posséss those pictures that at

some point in time maybé the jury can look and see what they
can tell from it, right? *

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okayf So once we get those pictures in, then that
will also show\the type of shbes that the alleged perpetrators
may or may not havé had on because some- of those shoes would
have maybe a little, I hate to.go back to golf again, but you
have these new shoes that have a bunch of little cleéts on |
them and they leave these little impressions and then yod've
gotvregular shges that leave a heel and just a flat area, but
you'can tell from looking at your pictures that what type of
shoe it is, can't you? |

. AL I could not.

Q Do &ou have those pictures with you here?

A.  I'm sure they're somewhere in this courthouse.

Q Okay. But --

A It's more bf an outline. There's no detail as I
explained.

Q. How many footprints did you find?

A. I believe two.
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Q. Just two?

.A. I.think so. And they were separated. They wasn't
-it wasn't (indicating.) .
Q. So we're not doing any of this stuff where we gb

forward and then back track so that no one will know which way

you're going? You couldn't tell any of that -stuff?

A. They just appeared to be walkiné on that road that I
found -- |

Q. ‘Two footprints?

A. -- two impressions that appeared to be of a shoe,

boot, footwear and leéding away or walking, traveling in the
direction away from the fairway there.
Q. Were there two right feet or two left feet or was it
a right and a left?
A. I do not remember and I dén't even know if I could
tell you that.
.Q. Let's talk about the picture that you have placed
into evidence which is State's Exhibit number 74. Now, you
remempber this picture and that is the picture which you said
appeared to be dry when eVerything else is wet and that you
could not tell anything about, you couldn't tell anythingv
\gbout tire impressions; is that right?
A. That's corfect.

Q. So you couldn't tell what type of tire was there.

Did you point that out to the guys from SLED with the
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-expertise that we have heard about?
A. I did and to my knowledge once SLED arrived on
scene, that scene had pretty much disappeared.
Q. So you're saying that the experts from SLED who were

out there who were to do the fingerprint, the DNA, the crime
™~

scene analysis, the photography stuff, that you didn't show

the guys with the expertise'this area here?

A. They were notified of that area.
Q. Who did you notify of that?
A. Anyone on scene. Captain Horne would have been

notified. He remained on scene that day and worked along with
SLED crime scene.

Q. Weil, you came up with a diagnosis that this was a
big éar and nét a- compact car from looking at the dry leaves,
right?

A. - Yeah. And you could see the tirehimpressions where
the leaves were pressed down. |

Q. Well, did you lay something down —--= You jﬁst got
through mentioniﬁg that you had some sort of m@asuring thing
that you could measure the length of the footprints so if gave
you some idea as to how long the footprints were?

I used my radio.
Your radio?

Mm—-hmm .

(O S © B

So when you put your radio down, that would show you
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how long the footprints are?

A. Not really in the photographs. Again, it's
disappeariné. It's drying up. Nature is, it's not, you know,
it's not an imprint .in mud or anything.. Nature is kind of
just regular dirt that's now dry. |

Q. So is this a Kenwood radio? ‘

A.y+ Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. So you because you know‘how long your radio
is that kind of teils you how long the footprint is?

A. I coﬁldn't tell you what the actual measurements of

my radio is but I know when I attempted to take that
photograph, that you could possibly, if you could determine
the length of that impression, then that would be somethiﬁg
that I couid go back and gét‘a measurement from.

-Q. Did you ask Mr. Tidwell if hé had a ;ardstick or had
some sort of measuring tape that you could use to stretch out
and show the distances of things?

A. I did not.

Q. Do you think Mr. Tidwell in that storage room might
have had some kind of, I don't know, some kind of little
measuring thing that he could stretch out and you could see
how long stuff is?

A. Well, at that particular time SLED crime scene had'

arrived on scene and no one, not even Mr. Tidwell was allowed

back in his house.
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1 - - Q. But you didn't show the SLED crime scene the dried

2 leaves?

3 A. No. -I left. After finding that I made notification
4- to my supervisbr énd that that scene was thefe. I

5 photographed it and again before SLED arrived on scene I

6 believe that there was nothing there for them to do anything
7 with. - | | o

8 Q. When you went down to North Augusta and you looked

9 at that 2003 Grépd Marquis‘and went through all the stuff that
10 was in that Grand Marquis; did you maybe take a ruler_with you
11 or something that you could measu£e the axle bases, the leﬁgth
12 of'the car or how wide it was?
13 ~ A. No. I didn't.

14 Q. You know what that would do thdugh, don't you? It
15 would probably tell you how big the car_waé and if your theory
" 16 is.that it;s~my client's car that is parked out there on the
17 dirt road and if that dry area is substantially less than the
18 Marquis, you could say maybe it was ssmebody else's car that
- 19 was parked back there?

20 A. Well, througH\the course of the investigation I had
21 information not only from the GPS tracker that that Grand
22 Marquis had been parked essentially in that same area but also
23 testimony from Mr. Rutland who showed me on a map that Grand
24 Marquis parked in that same general area where I located
25 that. ,
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Q. So you basically had your mind made up that my
client over there and that Marquis were involved in this
break—-in and you didn't do anything to either prove it or
dispel it by measuring the length there of the car?
A. I did not measure the length of the car.
Q. Okay. So when you did your first search which was

—-- When was your first search, March what?
A. The 3rd. March 8th.
Q. When you went in there on March the 8th, you

actually took pictures of the inside of the vehicle, of the

‘Marquis, didn't you?

A. I believe Investigator Smith photographed it.
Q. So you actually possessed I guess pretty color
pictures that shows exactly how it looked when you opened up

the car and where everything was scattered on the top or in

. the trunk or on the back seat or what havevyou, right?

A. It was photographed. Yes, sir.
Q. And you possess -those things?
A. I don't possess them. They.would be with the case

file I assume.

Q. All right. Now, again, that would assist/ would it
not, in detefmining these various items that we have kind of
wheré it waé found because when you first opened it up, you
take a picture, you can see where it is when you first opened

it up. You don't have to worry about memory about, well, I

’
i
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think I found it over here. You ‘got a pictufe showing it
right there on top?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Let me ask you about the --

MR. WILLIAMS: May I approach‘the witness, Your

Honor.

THE'CQURT: You may.‘
tBY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Let's télk about tﬁree itemé that yoﬁ referenced
right hére which appear to be a South Carolina identification
éard, a Maryland idéntificétion card, aﬁd another Maryland
identification card. Where did you findlthe two Maryland
‘identification cards?

"A. The one for Mr. Wilson was located in the trunk in a
black duffel bag. |

0. All right. So Mr. Wilson's ID was located in a
duffel bag‘which'containéd what inside the duffel bag?

A. . It was a wallet that that iD was in, I believe a set
of electronic scales and a container of Cocoa butter.

Q. Okay. And it ciearly, it clearly was a part and
parcel of one group of items that perhaps Mr. Wilson owned?

It was in one bag, right?
CA. It was in a bag.
Q. With these items. Did you look in the wallet and

see 1if there was anything else in the wallet which was
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~identifiable to Mr. Wilson?.

A."'i don't fécall if there was anything‘éise
identifiable té‘Mr;.Wilson.

‘Q; Weii,,was theré anything in the wailet besides the_;’
Maryland'driVer's license?- » : - ' . ‘
| AL I believé possibly could have_beén\a gas g%ft

'certificate card. | |

Q.’ So tell me‘whose namé was the gas certificate

card? | | | | k
~A. :I don't recall it being ; name.
Q. vSo what else was in the wallet_bgsides*Mr. Wiléon's

4

identification‘card and the gas certificate?

A. I'm sorry. It was not a -- It was a Smart Trip

'cardﬁ One Smart Trip card was the name on the card.

Smart Trip'card?1 

Yes, sir.

Is that a credit card?

;I don't know what kind of card it ‘is.
Whose name was on it?

There wasn't a.name on it.

Was it from Maryland?

I don't Know.

What éise was in the wallet?

That's all that I can recall.

‘o » 0 ® O ® O B O B O

You didn't find $4000.00 in the wallet, did you?

“STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123-

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

- l l‘

12

- 13

14
15

17
18
19 -

20

21

22

23

24

25

“a llSt of what was in the wallet wouldn't you?

STATE OF S.C. VS,

JOSHUA PRICE.- CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

588

A. No, sir.

: Q. Okay. When you say that;s all, you would have made

AR

A. I made a list of. what I took 1f I took any 1tems
that were in that wallet.
Q. You wouldn t have left them in the car7

A.  No. I actually collected that I believe, the

';'wallet and I have the wallet and the Smart Trip card and the

ID.

‘Q.'f Dld you get that the flrst time around or. did you

‘get that the second time-around?

'i*A, The second time around A
‘QL So you dldn‘t even take it the first tlme, right?
A;fj.No}'51r. I dldn t flnd it the first time.
Q.‘ 5You and a bunch of people went.through the car and

'you dldn t flnd the 1dent1f1catlon card of .one of the

defendants inside the car the first’ tlme you executed the

.search warrant?

A. That's correct;

Q. . How do you account for its re—-appearance the second

time when you went through the car?

A. Well, once he was arrested he gaVe ‘an interview. to

law enforcement and said --
Q. Told you where it was?

A, Yes.

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q. Well, I mean, when you went through it the first
time, wouldn't you have looked for the identification of‘~
somebody else in a car?
A. I did. The trunk area, it was cluttered._ They had

a ton of stuff in it, clothes; tools, car cleaning stuff and,
you know,‘just honestly it had a horrible smell the first time
we popped the_trunk and I smelled some bad stuff, but it had a
bad odor from it and I think it kind of may have kept some of
the guys myself inclﬁded; it was very smelly back there.

Q. So you really didn't do a very good search the first
time you went threugh the car?

A. Honestly, I could have done a better' search no doubt

on that trunk area.

Q. Did you find the work clothes -of Lee Lowman's

brother in the trunk of the car?

A. ' Uhm, I recall them being in the back seat.
0. All right. That's Amick's. Did it have Amick's on

it? Did you find anything.with Amick's on it, Amick's Poultry

on 1it?
A. Not that I can recall.
Q. Do you remember what you found ie-the car?
A.~. Yeah. I have got them on the returns. On the

second search warrant we took six white gloves with green
trim, one boot, one black watch, two black wallets, one box

with CZ9997169 written on it, one Smart Trip card, one black
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bag containing digital scales and Heal Softens Cocoa Butter,

‘three pieces of paper with handwritten notes, one Maryland ID

beionging to James Wilson.

0. So on the white gloves thaﬁ you found in the car
which you thought was significant because there was a glové
which had been found at the Waffle Housé with the money clip

allegedly inside the trash can, are you Saying that that

glove, that those.—— We;e'there_five gloves that you found?
A Six gloves we found. -
Q. Talking about six pairs or just six glovés?
A. Six white and green gloves.. Six.
Q.. Are they pairs? You follow what I'm saying? Are we

dealing with 12 or are we dealing with six?
A. We're dealing with six.
Q. So you had three pairs of gloves. You found one

glove, one glove has been found in a trash can at the Waffle

House?
A. Yes, sir. _
Q. Did you find the other one?.
A. The match to that glove? "I don't know that we found

the brother or sister glove to it on the first search warrant.
That one glove, I don't know what happened with that.
Q. Let me ask you this: Did you-look at the one glove

which was found in the Waffle House and you open it up and see

what kind it was? It probably had a make on it. And did you

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

" JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JOSHUA PRICE - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

591

confirm that it had the same make as the three pairs of gloves
that was found in the car?
A. As far as like a brand I did not. They were the

same color, same trim type glove, common glove.

Q.  You ever been out to Amick's Poultry?

A. ' Yes, sir. -

Q. Many a time?

.A. Yes, sir.

Q. They got some cold air out there where people have

to deal with chickens?
A. Uhm, I assume. Yeah.
Q. You see a lot.of people walking around Amick's

Poultry with white cotton gloves to keep their hands warm?

A. Yes,-sir.
0. It's a common glove at Amick's Poultry, isn't it?
A. Yes, sir. Or a glove consistent to that particular

style. It is. L

Q. You didn't find any black gloves in that car, did
you? \

A. No, sir.

Q. You knew that you were looking for black gloves from

the alleged perpetrators from the burglary, didn't you?
A. Uhm, I don't know at that time that's what I was
looking for.

Q. You didn't know what the Tidwells were saying about
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1 the kind of gloves that the person had on?
2 A. I believe that Ms. Lynda Tidwell testified that one
3 person that she knew of had on a leather glove.
4 Q. Not a white glove? _
5 A.. I don't know. I think she said that she thought it
6 ‘ was a leather glove just iistening to her testimony.
7 ’ Q. You didn't find any leather glovés,‘did you?
8 A. I did not.
9 0. Let me ask you abbut, let's talk about Abin Lowman}s
10 identification card. You found that onJthe fronﬁ\Seat of his
.11 car, correct?
12 A. Yes, sir.
13 Q. And you noted that the expiration date was not until
l4l 2020, right, or did you notice thaf? | ' y
15 ' A. I hadn't --. "
16 MR. WILLIAMS: May I approach the witness?
17 ' THE COURT: You may. -
18 BY MR. WILLIAMS: '
19 : Q. (Proffering.)
20 A. Yes, sir. 1 see that.
21 Q. Now, we already know that Abin was stopped on March
22 8th around or about 1:30 and that the officer checked his
23 identification card, charged him with driving ﬁnder suspension
24 because he presented his identification card to him but that
25 he didn't have a driver's license. Did you call up the
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officer and say, hey, Mr. Officer, the identification card
which I have found pursuant to a search warrant on the front
seat of the car, could this be the identification card that
the officer - that was shown to you by Abin Lee Lowman on the

night that he was stopped?

A. Can you repeat that question again?

Q. I'll simplify it.

A. Okay.

Q. This identification card that you found on the front
seét -

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -— do you think there's a possibility it might have

been the same identification card that Mr. Lowman had on him

. when he was stopped on March the 8th at approximately what,

1:307

A. Yes, sir. P&ssibility.

0. Possibility the officer just left it on the front
seat?

A. "Yes, 'sir.

Q. There's not two identification cards that have been

issued by the South Carolina Department of Transportation, are

there?
A. I no not know the answer to that.
Q. If you checked, wouldn't they let you know if there

had been a re-issuance of an identification card?
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A. I'm sure that information would be available.

Q. Weil, sure, becéuse they check when you lose your
identification card and when you request a new identification
card, right? Because we have already found out about that
with Mr. Kirk, right?

A. Right.

Q. Okay. ’Now, looking at Mr. Goodwin's identification
caid which is State's Exhibit number --

MR. WILLIAMS: I apofggize, Your Honor. T should
have refereﬁced-that. |
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. When we were referring to as Mr. Lowman's

identification card, 4is was State's Exhibit number 76. When

we were referring to Mr. Wilson's identification card, it was

State's Exhibit number 78. Does‘that sound correct?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. All right. So in referring to Robert Goodwin's

identification card(.State's Exhibit number 75, where did you
find that?

i I recail finding it on the front seat along with the
cell phoneé.

Q. All right. And you-understood that Mr.- Goodwin was
the relative of Mr. Lowman?

A. I didn't know that at the time I found it but later

through the investigation.
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Q. You have since learned that, haven't you?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And I assume you have checked around with family

members to learn that perhaps Mr. Goodwin had been known to
drive that barticular car also, right? Thaf's his uncle,
right? -

A. I have not heard that. Throughout the investigation
that's never been revealed to me at any time.

Q. Have you checked on that?

A. I personally have not. I have not spoken with
ényone in Mr. Lowman's family personally about this case.

Q. Now, the keys that are reflected on the front seat
of Mr. Lowman's car -- Did you take these pictures of Mr.
Lowman's car?

A. I did not.

e

Q. Did you not seize any keys from the vehicle or do

.you know if the keys went with the car or anything about the’

keys?

A. There was some keys taken from the vehicle.

Q. Okay. Why would keys be on the front seat of
Mr. Lowman's vehicle?

A. I - I don't know.

Q. What about all the envelopes and stuff in there.
Did you determine who actually recéived the mail, who it was

]

addressed to?
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A. It was a name on some mail that we collected from
inside of the wvehicle.

Q. All right. Was it all Mr. Abin Lowman's or was it
somebody else?

A. No. It was a piece of mail that had another
person's name on it. It wasn't his or his mother's or
co-defendants. | . |

Q. So who was it?

A. I don't recall. | - ‘

Q. Do ybu have that written down?

A. Should.

Q. Who is it?

A. T don't have the name of that pefson.k

Q. How do you know it's somebody different from any of
the defendants then?

A. It was collected.

Q. Wéll, can we assumé that maybe somebody else might
have been in‘that car besides either a defendant or Mrs.
Lowman?

MS. FULLER: Objecﬁion, Your Honor.
MR. WILLIAMS: Withdraw that, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Withdrawn.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. Was it possible that somebody else had been in that

s
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MS. FULLER: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: What's the basis?
MS. FULLER: Speculation. Was it possible. Not
from this witness, Your Honor.
“MR. WILLIAMS: I can withdraw thét} Your~ Honor.
It's not that important. |
" THE COURT: Okay. -Go ahead.
BY MR. WILLIAMS: |
Q. So let's put it ‘this way. You found other mail -and

letters and stuff inside that car that did not belong to any
of these four people that you are’ talking about? |

A. That is correct. |

Q. And did yod attempt to find these people to ask
these peoplé why their mail was inside this Mercury Marquis?

A. I did not. : \ |

Q. Did'énybody to your knowledge that works with

Saluda}’Edgefield, I.don't know, ATF, anybody?

A. I believe‘that thag mail was out of state. I d§n‘t

think it was mail, from the address it was not, it wasn't. like

Saluda County. I believe it had a Maryland address on that

mail.
Q. and what do you base that belief on?
A. A hunch at this point but I haven't looked at it.
Q. Well, can we say that we're not trying to work on

hunches here?
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A. I understand. I don't recall at this time. I don't
have that information in front of me.

. Q. All right. Well, let's go to something more direct
here. You have got a black jacket, no, a black sweater, sweat
shirt obviously? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you,perfofm or have any. DNA testing done on this
A. No, sir.

Q. -— to determine whoée it is?

A. No DNA was téstéd~on any of that clothing.

Q. I'm going to guess that you didn't have to do
anything on this because this is Abin Lowman's Jjacket because
it's got Lowman on it, right?.

| A. Well, it has Lowman on it. Throughout the
investigatién we found on a video that he was weéring that, a
jacket similar to that with the three co—defendaﬁts.

Q. All right. So we .know that Mr. Lowman's jackét was
found in the car that was his méma's car?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. We just don't know everybody else's stuff thaﬁ was
found in the car and who they were, right?

A. I don't understand your question.

Q. The question is easy. You found a bunch of mail and

a bunch of other stuff with other people's names on it, you
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don't know who they were, where they were from or where it
came from? ,

A. It was three pieces of mail that were found. I do
not recall at this time if all three pieces of that mail was
addressed to the same persoﬂ.or multiple people.

Q. Did you take pictures of the second search that was

done?

A. Yes, sir. I didn't. Lieutenant Doran with

- Edgefield County would have.

Q. Where are those pictures? ' , 9_
A. (Indicating.) I don't have them with me.

Q. Do you have them?

A. I believe we Have them.

Q. Okéy. I assume that nothing that you found -- You

didn't find $4000.00 in the car, right?

A. No, sir. | |

0. You didn't find over a $100,000.00 worth of jeﬁelry
in the car, did you? | |

A. No, sir.

Q. You didn't find anything that belonged to the
Tidwells' house inside the car, did you?

A.‘ No, sir.

Q. And this was the car that Abin Lowman's mama owned

that he was stopped with on March the 8th and nothing was

found in that car that belonged to the Tidwells?

-~
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A. No, sir.

Q. -Now, let me ask you one other question.  You were
aware that the car was left unattended for a period of time
between thé time at which it was actually hooked up by Hook
and.Book and the time in which the police officer had left.
You knew that, right?. That it was just left out there on the
road for about 30 minutes'maybe? We don't really know.

A.. No.

MS; FULLER: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: On what.basis?
MS. FULLER: Your Honor, there's no testimony abouf
}*thaﬁr‘ I don;t know if we got the question yet or
testiﬁony that defénse counsel is putting on the
recofd;_
. gTHE'COURT: Ifll let you have an opportunity for

:rédirecf. U

BY MR“.WILLIAMSi»

.Q. '.Did you . know that, that the car was left ‘unattended

'for a period of time?

_A. - .No. Not at that time during. the investigation.

- Q. Did you take the trouble to go down to the detention
center where Abin Lowman was arrested and secure the clothes
that he had on the night that he was ar}ested?

A. I did not but it was done.

Q. It was done? So you possess those clothes?
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A. I don't but the Sheriff's Office does.

Q. Do you know where they are?

A. In evidence.

Q. Doxyou know what coior they are?

A I don't. I don't. T haven't touched or manipulated

those items. -
MR. WILLIAMS: I don't have any other questions,

Your Honor.' N

THE COURT: Redirect.
MS. FULLER:' Yes, Your Honor.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. FULLER: '

Q. Try to clear up a few things that defense counsel
covered with you, Lieutehant Price. Starting back at the
scene of the home invasion -=

MS. FULLER: Permission to steb down?
THE COURT: Sure. |
BY THE, WITNESS:
A. (Witness complies.)
BY MS. FULLER: |

Q. vAgain, can you show this jury where Fairway Trace
is? |

A. Again, this being the airport, this ié Fairway Trace
and it leads to here.

Q. I'm sorry. Did I say Fairview or Fairway?
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A. Fairway. ,

Q. - Okay. And again, show the unpaved versus paved
area.

A. The paved portion stops somewhere right through
here. This is dirt.

Q. I'm not sure if defense counsel allowed . you to go

into this fully so I'm gonna allow you an opportunity to make
it clear. You said once you got over there, you noted some

boot wear impressions, correct?

A.  (Witness nodding head.)’

Q. And about wheré did you notice them in'this
aerial?

A. = Uhm, it would have been geherally in an area that

would cover roughly this right through here.

Q. And then just to be clear, describe the ground for
the jury.
A. It was saturated. Had been dew on the ground. All

the leaves were wet and that particular area where I found the
impression it appeared that a vehicle had been there. There

was impressions that go with being ‘a vehicle in that area when

it was dry.

Q. You menticoned that in that area when you saw the
shoe impressions that you could see them with your eyes but
when you photographed them, you ‘cannot see them with

technology; is that correct?
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That's correct.

Take your seat 5lease.

(Witneés complies.)

I'm gonna show you these photographs. TI'll aék you,
recognize these?

I do. Those are the photographs I took.

that do;you see? o

I see my radio.

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I have no objection if

/

she's attempting to introduce those items.

MS. FULLER: I will, Your Honor. 85 and 86, Your

Honor, admitted for evidence.

THE COURT: 85 and 86 are admitted without

objection.

BY MS.

Q.

FULLER:

Lieutenant Price, will you step down again and

describe for the jury what exactly anything you see in this

photograph?
A. (Witness complies.) I see my radio.
o) What else? Ground?
A Yeah. Dirt.
Q. I was looking at State's Exhibit 86. And 857
A The same thing.

Q.

Can you attempt to even point out the boot

impression that you saw?
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A. I cannot. Again, as I placed what I could see with
my, with.what God gave me, I could see that I believe that the
impression started at the base of the radio. That's where I
set my radio to try to make a measurement. Then when I tried

to take a photograph, I couldn't see anything.

Q. Could these be compared to anything?

A. No. | !

Q A shoe?

A I couldn't compare that to anything.

Q. Okay.' Please tgke your seat.

A (Witness complies.)

Q 'Aiso, you were questioned about the dry area and you

began to indicate that you were able to speak with

Mr. Rutland?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I want it to be clear. How were you able to verify

- that that was through the investigation that that area where

you saw in State's Exhibit 74 that dry area was the same area
that Mr. Rutland was referring to? |

A. Well, when I got to Hook and Book Recovery after
speaking wiph Mr. Rutland, we pulled up on a computer Google
maps and he told me, you know, he gave a statement about him
phyéically seeing, going to the golf course near the Tidwell
residence, going down Fairway Trace, seeing the vehicle,

approaching the vehicle and on Google maps I asked him to
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‘

point out roughly where that was and he poinfed me to the same
area there. |

Q. Even on the same, what is that, the right side of
the road if you're heading towards --

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. 'There was a lot of business about]the first search
warrant March 8th, 2017 and these ID cards. When you
performed the search on the car, did you know exactly what to
even look for or what you were looking for at that time?

A. We were just looking for any evidence that‘couid be
related to the home invasion that occurred at the Tidwell
residence. ‘

Q. So)when you went back on March 23rd just to be
clear, what, if anything, had changed since March 8th? What
information had changed?

A. The infbrmation:of‘a co-defendant had been arrested
and gave an interview to.law enforcement and in that interview
he sggted that my ID and wallet is in the trunk of the car and
we had that information from a co-defendant that his ID was
still in the vehicle from the night of the home invasion.

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit 33 which is already in

evidence, there's a description line; is that correct?

A. Mm~-hmm .
Q. Can you read that description line for the jury?
A. Well, one pair of white gloves with green trim

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



606

10 .

11

12

13

14 -

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

JOSHUA PRICE - REDIRECT BY MS. FULLER

606

located in the front of the car.
Q. So this pair of gloves as indicated on this bag and
I see that your name is on here as well was collected from the.
front of Abin Lee Lowman's vehicle?
A. Yes, ma'am.
iMS. FULLER: No further éuestions at this time.
MR. WILLIAMS: . No guestions on recross, Your Honor.
. THE COURT: You may step down. All right. Let's
take a few minutes to see if we get another‘witness done.
Step in the jury room. Have you back in in a few
minutes. Don't discuss the case. g
(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 4:20
p.m.) |
(Short break.)A
THE COURT: Back on the record. Ready?
MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: All right. Bring the Jury in.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 4:35

THE COURT: Call your next witness.
MR. HUBBARD: The State calls Nick Sprouse.
Thereupon,
NICKLAUS SPROUSE
after having been firsf duly sworn, testified as, follows,

DIRECT EXAMINATION
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BY MR. HUBBARD:
Q. Agent Sprouse, please state your name and where you
work for the record? /
A. I'm Nicklaus Sprouse. I'm a special agent for the

South Carolina Law'Enfbrcement Division classified as a

forensic scientist for the SLED Forensic Science Laboratory.

Q. How long have you been with SLED?
A. Over two and a half years. :
Q. Now, you mentioned a forensic science laboratory.

Are you what we often call CSI? : \

A. . Yes.

Q.. Fdr those of us who watch TV.

A. Yes. That's right.

Q. How long have you been with SLED?

A. Over two and a half years with. the crime scene

lab.
Two and a half years?
\ - ’

Yes, sir.

Were you in law enforcement before that?

= G I @)

Yes, sir. Prior to coming to SLED, I was a South

Carolina state trooper for over a decade.

0. Now, as crime scene do you have several
specialties?
A. - Yes, sir. Each agent within the crime scene unit

has different diséiplines. My particular discipline
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1 eﬁcompasses three disciplines. One is shooting incident

2 reconstruction,.blood'stain pattern aﬁalysis and crime scene

3 reconstruction.

4 Q. Were you called to assist SaludavCounty in a home

5 invasion here in Saluda back on March 8th of last year?

6 A. : Yes, sir.

7 Q. . Which one of your disciplines were you utilizing

8 when you came to assist law enforcement?

9 A. At tﬁat point in time you do hot know. Typically it
10 can be doing a warrant. You first get tﬁe initial information
11 so you don't know exactly which discipline you're going to
12 use. At this point in time once we did our initial walk
‘13 through and gathered as much intelligence'as we could prior to
14 | entering the scene, the reconstruction portion comes more into’
15 play. We were under the impression there was no acts of,.no
16 blood latent incidents or anything. There was no BPA. No
17 shots fired from what we understood,.so there was no shooting
18 incident reconstruction so at this point in time it was
19 piecing together what we had at the scene.

20 Q. You méntioned a walk through and gathering

21 information. ~Can you let the jury know when you come to a.

22 crime scene, say a house in this situation, what do you do?

23 What is you£ procedure that you have been trained to do? -
24 ’ A. After we get the initial phone call, obviously we

25 meet on scene. At that time we typically go to‘whoever the
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lead investigator be it one of our agents helping on a
particular scene or a county or local agency. At that point
in time.before we even enter the scene we always check our
warrants, search warrants to make sﬁre’everything is valid
befqre we even enter the premises.  But we also gather intel
from.the officers on the scene, first arrival, the people that
are setting up the perimeter to.let us know kind of give us a
guideline on what we arevsﬁpposed to do or what we need to be
locking for, not necessarily be advised but tﬁey can't just
give 'us the scene and say havé at it. So we have to have
information to know where our investigation or our initial

search needs to begin.

Q. Did you talk to law enforcement in this case?
A. Yes, sir. f did.
Q. Do you recall if you even talked to the victims in

fhié case?

A. I did not initially. I was actually shocked. 1It's
a rarity that we have victims at the scene. Typically we're
dealing with violent Crime,.murders,’et cétera, so they were
actually on scene but I didn't speak with them initially. I

wanted to speak with Saluda County first to gather that

information.

Q. So based on your experience when you typically have
a home invasion and are victims there, the ones you're called

to it's typically the victims aren't with us anymore?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. Yes, sir.
Q. So this case is unique?
A. It is unique to me. Yes, sir.
Q. After you did your information gathering, what did

you do as far as with the house? How did you go about looking
to see what you needed to‘dQ?_
A. ~ Our procedure, typically you always work from the

perimeter of the crime scenevinf So weAinitially started

outside. Once we gathered'infbrmation that there had been an

incident we located on the insiae; "We began to do a search of
the perimeter as ‘far as the front yardyvside yvard, backyard,
pretty much all of ﬁhe curtilage vatﬂe house that was the
incident location_as,we‘ll call it. We do a foot search on
that and SLED haslprocedures for crime scene on pafticular

\ .
ways that we search.V.We have patterns, line of patterns,
spiral patterns, grid patterns, such as that.“ So initially
before we even enter the résidence, we are doihg a sweep of
the outside to make sure that we don't find something outside
first prior to going inside.
Q. Okay. And at some point did you enter the house?
A. Yes, sir; Given that i had a paftner with me we
were being very cautious about any kind of evidence‘that we
may disturb once we go in. The scene had been secured so in

order to preserve that evidence we tend to be very meticulous

when we go into a scene. In this particular scene we entered
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through the front door. We opened the front door and used

-oblique light and oblique light is a fancy word for flashlight

held at a particular angle so we can see any kind of footwear

impreséion on the floor that we're entering. The Tidwell home’

had a particular hardwood floor surface which made it really
éasy to see footwear impressions like .carpet obviously so
getting ddwn on my hands and knees at the front door thresbold
we began looking for any kind'of footwear impressions that .
have value and that just simply means that it's not a smudge
or anything, bﬁt that we can actually see markers or
indications of that footwear dr foot trail. So that was how

we entered the house initially which was very painstaking.

Q. Did you make your way through the entire house?
A. Yes, sir. We did.
Q. Now( while you're going through, what is your

partner doing?

A. During that time we are kind of formulating how we
want to go about the scene. What do we want to do first. My
partner is there to assist me with photographs at my |
direction. So typically at any crime scene there's what we
consider overall photographs and that's gonna be your general
photographs that you're gonna take of the scene. Then you're
gonna come back ahd>you're gonﬁa narrow it dbwn éhd start
focusing more on particular areas of interest ér areas where

you have located evidence or items of evidence or of scme sort
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of interest.

So at that point in time we meticulously make our
way through the house. Once we have identified what we
believe are of value footwear impressidns we would nofe where
it was so we wouldn't cqme'back and disturb that. She's
taking pictures constantly the whole time apd once wé find
these items of evidence, we come back and do overall, midrangé
and then we do ciose ﬁp,SOAybu can kind of put everything into
ﬁerspective once you go.baCkﬂthrough fhe pictures so yoﬁ'ré

not just'lookiﬁg at footwear impressions on the floor.

Q. Db'youvdo a diagram of the scene as well?
"A. .Yes,_Sir. ‘I do.
Q. I'm gonna show you what's been markéd as State's 5.

Are you. the one that actually drew this diagram?

A. Yes, sir.

Qv Okay. .So this isAthe Tidwell residénce?

A Yes, sir. | |

Q. Which door did you come in?

A This door right he;e would be the froﬁt door.

Q. Now, as you went through this house ahd as you did
your investigation was there a time when you determined there
was a point of entry for this crime?

A. Yeé, sir. We did. The house was pretty much
unremarkable. That's not a bad thing. It just means that it

was well kempt. It was in order. Here the fifth window from
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lthe back door, this would be a back door entrance to the back

patio, porch area and the course is back this way. The fifth
window from that door you could see where the window had
busfed wood and the locking mechanism was disturbed on it and
aﬁ that peint in time it was determihed that. that would be the
point of entry for the'home.

Q. Okay. I'm gonna show you some photographs thét
already are in evidence. Do these show both interior and
exterior pointé»of the window and points of entry you're

talking about?

A. Yes, sir.
/
Q. These were taken by your partner? ;
A. Yes, sir.
“Q.. At your direction?
A. Yes, sir. [

o 0. Again,.we have seen thesé but State's 33 and 34, are
those pictures kind of framing the room showing where that
window would be?

A. Yes,‘sir. That was the View orienting themselves -
with the room.

4Q. So thése two photos show the room but where you can

look through the room and see'where_the point of entry is; is

that correct?

A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And your purpose in taking that again is to?
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A. It‘s‘intended to put évefything in perspective and
orient the viewer in order for you to be able to pretty much
like you would view a slide show and you can go back and walk\
and say, hey, I'm hefe, I'm here, I'm here. This'is where

that point is in relation to standing in the room.

Q. And 35, is that your close up from the inside?

A. 'Yes, sir. |

Q. So looking at these in ‘sequence you getlcloser and
closer?

A.‘ Yes,»sir. That's the intention.

Q. . Then these two, State's 37 and 36,vare these
exteriér?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And again, one is a little further away?

A Yes, sir.

Q.  Same purpose?

A Same' purpose.

Q Did-you‘determine if there were any other points of

enfry or is that the only place that you found thét appeared
énybody had come into that house? |

A. That is the only point that was unnatural if ﬁhat
makes any sense. It was anything other than a door. There
were other doors that were entrances to the home but that was
the disturbed area that was out of place..

Q. Now, did you also, once you're in the house, did
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you, let's talk about making an attempt to collect
fingerprints. Did you do that? : ' %

A. Yes, sir. Once we identified that point of entry we

again used oblique lighting which is here again essentially

just using your flashlight at an angle and we were looking for

any kind of ridge detail. If you look at your finger,

everyone in here has ridge details on their fingers. So we're

looking for those points on your finger that would be on a

perfect surface such as glass which in this case was at a

window. We found nothing of value, nothing that even remotely.
looked like a fingerprint. -

" Q. If someone is wearing gloves, would that .interfere
obviously with leaving fingerprints?

A. Anything tgat was in betWeen the ridge detail and
the target surface would interfere with leaving a latent
print.

Q. So in your investigation of this big house you found
no fingerprints that were, or any fingerprints for this
case? |

A. Not in the areas of interest that we were looking
at. ‘If we went over the entire house, I'm sure on the
refrigerator or something in the Tidwells' back bedroom or so
we may have found it but...

Q. Is it safe to say when you're in a home sometimes

you find homeowners' fingerprints?
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A. All the time. \
Q. So when you say areas of interest, explain that to
the jury.
A. Yes. Obviously we have talked about the point of

-entry of the home. There was also some areas within the home

that had been

disturbed. You could tell that somebody had

rummaged through -it. 1In those areas, anything from a closet

door or perhaps a drawer or anything to that effect, we also

looked at that area, anywhere that we think that somebody

would have laid prints on it.

Q. In that master bedroom where things were kind of

‘skewed around,

well? -
| A. Yes,
0.
A. No,
Q. Let

and we see it

did yod‘check for fingerprints in there as

~

sir.

No fingerprints?

sir.
me ask you this: We have heard a lot about DNA

all the time on TV. Did you swab that house for

DNA?
A. No, sir.
Q. Can you tell the jury why you didn't do that?
A. Given the information that we had on scene that the

perpetrators in-this particular situation were said to have

had gloves on, having gloves, here again, any time you have

gloves on, it

is meant to hinder that. There will not be any

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

617

NICKLAUS SPROUSE - DIRECT BY MR. HUBBARD

’ 617

ridge detail or fingerprints that will be on items. It also
blocks égainst DNA. Earlier when you saw the officer and
counsel up here and they were handling evidence, the first
thing they put on were gloves so they would not transfer DNA
or any kind of fingerprints gnto that evidence. The séme
common sense and logic applies when we are evaluating and
working a crime scene. If they have gloves on, nine times out
of ten you're not going to get any DNA and it would be highly
unlikely that we did.given the fact that we didn't even find
fingerprints in any areas of interest, all the items of
interest that we found. A ‘

Q. Based on your training what is your ﬁnderstanding of
the effect of Clorox or bleach on DNA?

A. An outside agent other than what's in your system,
in your blood, 1is 6bviously going to dégrade the blood. It's -~
obviously goiﬂg to mix with YOur DNA and it's going to mess it

up’ for lack of a better phrase. It's going to destroy it.

Q. You said destroy?
A. Yes, sir.
' Q. So basically if somebody goes in there and takes a

glove off and puts their hand down but then'qomes in and
sprays Clorox or bleach, you probably wouldn't expect to find
anything when you go to do a swab?

A. | No, sir.

Q. Okay._'Now, did you collect some physical evidence
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from the scene as well?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I want to show you two items .that have been marked

for ID, 56 and 39. I'm going to show you 56 and 39. Do you

recognize what those objects are?

A. Yes. 1 recognize the items and the bag as well.
Q. Okay. Are those objects you collected? *
A. No, sir.. These two items were transferred to me on

the scene.

Q. Okay. What are these items?.

A. These two items are black zip ties that had been
cut.

0. Who did you receive them from?

A. Deputy Dale Hallman.

Q. Are you familiar with Dale Hallmaﬁ?

A. Yes, sir. I know him.

Q. Are you aware of whether he's with us or not?

A. He is no longer with us.

Q. Deceased? -

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. 'So he gave these to you, you bagge@ them, yéu

collected them?

A. Yes,

sir.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, at this particular time I

offer these into evidence.
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MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Item 56 and 39, black zip ties admitted
without objection. |
BY MR. HUBBARD:
Q. If you would, just open those up so the jury can see

14

what you collected.

A. Do you want me to take them out?
Q. Sure.
A. (Witness complies.) (Indicating.)

Q. The bag you just showed just now, who did the zip
tie come from on that one? |

A. This particular bag states Mr. Danny.

Q. Okay. And then this one was?

A. Ms. Lynda.

Q. Okay. I want to show you State's 87 which has not
been placed into evidence yet and see if you recognize both

the bag and the items inside the bag.

A. Yes, sir. Do you want me to take it out?
Q. What is it?
‘ A. That is a white zip tie that I personally collected

from inside the Tidwell residence.
MR. HUBBARD: Offer this into evidence.
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 87 is in without objection.

BY MR. HUBBARD:
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)

Q. Now you can show it to the jury.

A. {(Indicating.)

Q. Now, as tc that item, do you recall where you found
this? |

A. Yes, sir. I do.

Q. If I show you State's 5, can you point out for the
‘jury where you fouﬁd that? | '

A.. Yés, sir. (Indicating.) iJust shy of.the back door
lying on the floor. |

Q. Okay. Now, you have talked about footwear. Inside

the house you .took a number of photographs of footwear and you
said tec document what you saw inside the house.
A, Yes, sir. B

Q. Let me ask you, as far as what you saw inside were

you able to tell what type of footwear was used?

A. Yes, sir.
0. What was that?
A, It was, the items that we found that we were able to

lift were that of a tennis shoe Nike brand.

Q. Any boot wear?
A. I do not believe we found any kind of boot wear or

lifted any boot wear whatsoever in the house.

Q. Outside the house were you able to find any
footprints?
A. We found footprints, boot prints, I'm sorry, on the
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Ve

- back right corner of the green golf cart that was under the

driveway but it looked like it had been stepped on at several
angles and it was considered to us of no value because there
was nothing that you could really do because it had been

smudged and it had been stepped in the same area several

times. i
Q. So on the 'inside it was Nike wear?
A. Yes, sir.,
Q. Outside you saw some what appeared to be boot wear

of some sort?

"~ A. Whét looked to be consistent with boot type
prints.
0. I want to ask you, too, I want to show you what's

been marked as State's 85 and 86, something you didn't

_collect.

A. Yes, éir.

Q. An attempt was made at another location to take
photos of some type of boot wear impression. Do you see

anything there? May be-a trick question.

A. No, sir. Not of anything that we would have lifted

" or even attempted to 1lift.

0. Nothing of wvalue?

A Nothing of value on there.

Q. - So that's how ybu would rate this?
A Yes, sir.
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Q. Okay. So these items would nof be.of value. Now,
you wduld agree with me, say it's wet outside, visually yoﬁ
might see something?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Bﬁg if an officer ﬁnlike yourself is just simply
trying to use a camera to'document something, you would agree
you miéht end up with something like tbat? |

A. Well, not only that bﬁtvif the officer or whoeve;
the operator is of the .camera is not up té_speed on what white
flash or blow-outs are with the camera flash, at times we can
see evidence just as clear as I can see you but once thaﬁw
flash hits, it can coﬁpletely destroy the picture SO whatﬁyou
actually see may not show up on the caﬁera SO you have to know
the adjustments and the settings and the aperture that you
need to use in the propér lighting<to do it.

‘Q. If an officer sees that it abpearslto be_
disappearing because it's wet =--

A. Yes, sir.

Q. -- and'ﬁakes that attempt, fhat would explain Why'he
can't get a.good photo? |

A. It would be futile for even a crime'scene-
in&estigator.

MR. HUBBARD: I believe that's all I have for you at
this time. Please answer any questions. of the defense.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
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CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR, WILLIAMS:
Q. Is it Agent Sprouse?
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Adent Sprouse, how many other SLED forensic people
were involved -- You're a CSI guy?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Crime scene?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was there any other SLED people out there on the
scene?
_A. fes, sir. My partner.
Qf That.was the young lady that you talked about who
Qas taking piétures?
A. | Yés,lsir.b Special agent Melinda Wérth{
QQ. Was there anybody else out there besides thehtwo of
yrall? | - |
A. As far as our crime scene?
- Q. Correct.
"A. ., No, sir. No, sir. It was just gs two.
Q. Nobody else from SLED?
A. Yes. There were other people from SLED but nét
crime scene wise. A | .
Q. Who was out there from SLED besides the crime scene

people?
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A. Special Agent Busbee.

Q. Okay.

A. And I don't recall:that there was any other agent.

Q. Do you know what Busbee does?

A. Yes, sir. He's-a midlands investigator.

Q. Okay. So he's just an -- I shouldn't say just an
inveétigatorf 'He;ll‘get mad. But that's what he does?

A. Yes, sir. That’s,wﬁat he does.

Q. Now, the pictures that you taiked about that show

the impressions inside 'the house, you abtually were able to

see those impressions very well, the Nike impressions, weren't

.you?

A. Two fold. Two fold. -Let me explain that. A, with
oblique~lighting we can éee‘ip and we cén see that it has
detail. Théh we eghanced it,with black powder and that way we
were able'to.see it clearly, place it on a gel lift. Before
we place it bn-a gel 1lift, obviously weV3cale it, We put the
photograph in raw which raw jusfvmeans that it's gonna be a
one to one ratio meaning that it's gonna try to be as beSt to
scale as possible and we have to get it at a 90 degree angle
perfect thch we used a tripod to make sﬁre thatAQe had 90
dégree above the impression.

Q. K When you lay a crime scene, 1is it customary to use
the A, B, C, D, little trifold little things with letters on

it to document where you find evidence?
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A. Yes, sir. I would say that it is to that
diécretion. I use letters for blood and somelpeople use
letters for evidence but I use letters for blood and I use
numbers for hard evidence.

Q. The reéson you do that is to document where yoﬁ find
items, correcf?

A. Yeé, sir.

Q. - Do you ever lay any items down to measure the size

§f the item that you're trying to photégraph such as on this

pafticular case where you were talking aboﬁt your shoe prints.

fou took a'pichre of it, you enhanceéd it so you could visibly

see it number 17 ‘ | | |
.. ‘Yes, sif.

Q. Do‘you ever do anything ‘to mark the‘measurements or

“the size of it? o ' o —

A. ° Two fold. Yes, sir. We do.',We\have an L scale

that wefuse that is a hard scale. 1It's'an L. Or we have

tape} scale tape -that we use. But in this sense it's best to

‘use an L scale for footwear impressions because you need to

get that scale at a flat or almost on the same surface of
level with the particular imprint.

Q. It's kind of like when you go in a shoe store and

 you put your foot up against that little slide thing and it

measures where the ball of'your foot is and it measures where

your toe is and can tell you if your shoes are too tight or
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your shoes are, maybe you need bigger shoes?
A. Correct. |
" Q. Saﬁe idea. You get a measurement?
A. Sahe concept.
Q. Same concept. - So Having done ‘that, when you looked

at those Nike shoes that were inside the house, were'you able
to check'whatvNike shoe they were?
A. With the scaling once we have. it scaled, yes, sir.

We would. Did I look at it at that particular time? No. I

4did'not.‘4But thatQS‘why,I,placed the scale there for-later

analysis.
Q.. Héve'you as of this date deteﬁmined:what size that
footprint of that Nike shoe was inside the Tidwell house?

A. I do believe my partner has and I haven't because

her discipline in crime scene is footwear, tire tread.

- Q. Okay. So she's like,a_footwear/tire expert?
A. :That's‘her.
Q. All right. So 'she will be able to tell us what size

footprint this Nike was that was inside the house?
A. - You can almost, if you‘waht to, YOu can really look
at the pictures and look at the scale and it would give you

~

the --

p
Q. Close proximity?

A. Yeah.

Q. Do you know if she did any tire print analysis?
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627

No, sir. Tire tread. No, sir. ~
Were you taken ouf to the scene where this dry patch
I know you were }n the courtroom —--

No, sir. I was not taken to the scene.

So you don't have any idea about how big this dry

or ahything about that?

No, sir. ‘ . /
She wasn't taken out there to your knowledge?

No, sir. She was with me the entire time.

So would I be safe in saying that number 1, you

didn't find any>fingerprints?

A,

Q.

house was

No, sir. . No, sir. We did not locate any.
Number 2, the only thing that you found inside the

a Nike footprint or tennis shoe?

A. More than just one.

Q. Several?
, A. = Yes.

" Q. Of the samé kind?

A. Now, are we talking about all evidence that was
collected from the residence?

Q. Yes. We are.

A. All right. Yes, sir. We did get a number of
footwear impressions. We collécted, §§ you éeen heré eariier,
‘the,white zip tie and we collected a small note pad from the
half bath in the hallway.
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Q. So how many different types of footprints did you

find inside the house that you were able to measure?

A. That were of value?

Q. Yes.

A.  We found two shoes that were of value.

Q. Have you as‘of this date been able to measure of

ldetermine,.have you compared it .to any other éhbes?.

A. -We have not received a comparison.

Q No one has given you anything to compare it with?

A ANo, sir. We do not have a comparison.

Q. What about the note pad? |

A You want me to explain it?

Q No. I shouldn't have given you a question like
that. A note pad.was turned over to you which indicated that
someone had written on it;.is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And were the impressions lef% on the note\pad or was
théfe any penciling that may have been left on the note pad?

A. There was nothing that I recall that was actﬁally on
that top piece of paper because the information that I
gathered directly from Mr. Tidwell was that it was used to
write on. So I'll séy an assumption would be that if there
was nothing on that front page, that front page was-taken

away.

Q. Did you get a special and kind of color it in to see
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if you could see something?
A. No. We have a whole lot of experts --
Q. More sophisticated than that?
A. We have a whole lot of experts that do question
documents absolutely.
Q. Did anybody do any DNA testing‘of the paper to see

!

if anybody touched it or who touched it?

A. No, sir. No, sir.

Q. Did anybody do any testing to indicate any
handwriting analysis?

A.” From what I recall so far there has not been any
samples given by any potentiai suspects to compare to.

Q. Does SLED possess the ability to take various
handwriting samples from anybody and compare it to what you
have just described and say whether or not that individual's
handwriting is similar fo whatever percentage to the
handwriting, it may be a hundred percent, you possess fhat
ability, don't you? i

A. We have the ability to within a decent sample to be
able to compare it with a subject sample and I could not quote
you the statistics because that a QD, that's a question
document.department quéétion but they have been known to match
handwriting sémples with a particular subject.

Q. And you could either get handwriting samples from an

individual when he voluntarily gave you his sample or you
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could secure it from documents thaf you know that the
individual would have signed?

A. Correct. You would have to know that the individﬁal
did, in fact, create the handwriting that is the subject
sample.

Q. Would this be like a driver's license or
identification card? \

A. I'm sorry.

0. If you get a driver's iicense or an identification

‘card from any state to identify yourself or to drive a

vehicle, the individual who secureé it has to sign their name
on that document, don't they?

A. Called the digital‘signaturé. Yes, sir.

Q. Could you compare that handwriting samplé off of a
driver's license to an impression that was left on é pad that
was left in the house? ) ' .

A. I would have to ask QD if you could. Given the fact
that it's an unnatural surface that you'ré writing on because
even on my driver}s license it doesn't -look like my‘signature.

because it's really hard.

Q. So we would reqguire somebody maybe specialized in

your area to tell us yes or no?

A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir. You would need to get
questioned documents someone to confirm that.

Q. But you certainly could get a person to give you a
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sample of their handwriting sample to compare it?
A. If they were willing. Yes, sir. You should be able
to.
Q. Or any type of letter that they would have signed?

A. . Anything that they are known for, in fact, to have
written or signed. Yes, sif.

Q. Okay. Ndw, did you do any testing on -- Well, you
had a bunch -of items that you tested, didn't you? Or did you
not? Or do yéu not do testing? You're just CSI?

A. I was going to say, I collect it, it does go to
technicians that handle that work. The only thing that we had
tested was from a vehicle processing at a later date.

Q. Tell me about that vehicle pfocessing. Would that

have been a white Denali?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you processed that white Denali?

'A. Yes, sir. : ,
, N |

Q. Would that white Denali have been Mrs. Tidwell's

vehicle which was étolen from her residence?

A. I believe it waé the Tidwells'. I could not attest
to whether it was Mr. or Mrs. but yes, sir, from what we
understood.

Q. © So in that I have insulted you by saying that you
would the tester, you were the collector of the evidence,

correct?

STATE OF S$.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



632

NICKLAUS SPROUSE - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

632
1 A. Yes, sir. 'Yes, sir.
2 Q. What did you collect from the Denali by way of
3 forensics that you have turned over to somebody else to
4 test? ’
5 A. The .only thing that we collected was digital
6 photographs and DNA swabs; l
7 | Q. From what? | 3
8 - A. We did both, all four. doors interior and exterior
9 handles and we also did the steering wheel and the gear
10 shifter.
11 Q. And so you were able to secure fingerprints aﬁd/or
12 DNA from those items?
213 A. DNA only.: No fingerprints. )
&4 Q. You could not find the fingerprints or couldn't
15 determine that but you did determine DNA?
16 A, Well, the DNA, we took a swing a; it because at this
17 point in time we knew that the subjects had taken the vehicle.’
.18 From what I recall it was recovered off of I-20 I believe. We
19 made sure that we asked that whoever towed the vehicle that
20 they use gloves. It was affirmed to us that whoever handled
21 the vehicle used gloves so at that point in time we knew that
22 this vehicle had been taken from that residence within that
23 day and we went ahead and assumed that they may have taken
24 gloves off at that point>in time thinking that it was a clear
25 get away and we swabbed.

!
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Q. Did you take a subject sample from Mr. and Mrs.

Tidwell to confirm that their DNA,

if it appeared on the

633
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Denali, would be something to - because obviously you have to

.take the alleged owner of the vehicle's DNA away from that so

that you can compare it to foreign DNA if you will?

A. Right. Yes, sir. ~
Q. You did that?
A. We did not do it but from.what I recall they have

{

given a sample but I believe that it was through the Sheriff's

Office. We did not do it on scene. No, sir.

Q. Do'you.know if the DNA which was secured from the

Denali was distinct and separate from the DNA of Mr. and Mrs.

Tidwell?
A. f_have not looked at the DNA repbrt.~.
Q. Someone will testify as to any differences? You

know that there is differences but you don't know who it is?

A. Yes, sir. 1 have not looked atlthe DNA report.

have DNA analyst that goes in.

We

. They will‘testify'what their-

nomenclature and everything means in that report.

Q. All right. Leﬁ me ask;you about referring to

State's Exhibit number
That's what I'm looking

clip?

41. I'm looking for a money clip.

for.

Do you recognize that money

A. I haven't seen it before in my life. This is the

first time I have seen

it.
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Q. Really?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay.- So it's safe to assume that you did no DNA on
>it, no fingerpriﬁts, nothing on it?
‘A. . No, sir. I have never seen this béfore in my
life. | .
Q. Anything else that you lboked at that we ha&en‘t
télked.abOUt?}thé£ about, ydu;hadn't done any fingerprint
. analysis'on‘anything that came from ah&.other vehicle,'hgve
.you?
A. No, sir. Just the white Denali that you mentioned.
That's. the only vehicle that I have processed.
| Q. So you haven't.analYZed a Mercury Marquisvfor who -
may or.mayfnot have been driviﬁg it or handles on it or

anybody who might have touched the inSide of the vehicle, none

of that?
A. No, sir. I have not processed any Marquis.
0. You haven't done any DNA'analysis on any of the

items here in the courtroom?
A. Are you'tglking about pursuant to the search
warrant, sir?
Q. Right.
A. Nof sir.
MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you so much.

MR. HUBBARD: Brief follow up.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q. On the footwear you said you only‘found two shoes of
value?

A. Mm;hmm.

Q; But you would agree that doesn't mean there might
not have been another set of shoes? ~

A. Oh, yes, sir. All we were looking for, there were

multiple partials but what we found of value that we would be
able to sufficiently to do anything forensicallyiwith‘was two
different types of shoes. |

Q. Now, in order to complete the analysis you actually
need the pair of physical shoes to compare t§ the prints fo
say did these shoes cause it, correct? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. If those shoes are never found, we just kind of stop
at that point, don't we?

A. The best we can do is get you a classification,
class ‘where we can say this is a Nike Air Force One but we

can't go to specific individual bécause we don't ‘have

anything.
Q. And if we don't have them, we stop?
A Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. The handwriting on the note pad.
A Yes, sir.

{
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,1 Q. SLED can do a lot of things. They can't always pull
2 off from a second or‘Fhird sheet and see if somebody wrote.
3 Would you égree with that?
4 AL I would agree there.are anomalies that we can't
5 do. | | |
6 Q. But the best evidence is if you have'somebodyfthat
7 says 1 did the Qriting?
8 ‘A. Correct.‘
9 Q. Okay. The Denali, you processed that?
"10 A. Yes, sir.
'il Q; You did not proéess the car that this man was found
12 in? |
13 A. I'm understanding the Mercury?
14 Q. Yes! sir.'
15 A. No, sir.
16 Q. And if you have no information or.if there is no .
17 (evidence.that an individual has ever been in a vehicle, would
18 you expect to find his DNA?
19 ~A. Given that we don't know that he's éver been in
20 there, would we expect it? No, sir. We would not;
21 ' Q. That clip that he showed you that you have never
22 séen, you have no idea how many hands it's beén through or
23 anything else?
24 A. No, sir. This is the first time I have laid eyes on
25 it.
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re .
Q. . Let me ask you this: If somebody, an officer brings

you something like that and he's gotten it from, say, a lay
person and there's no indication that it was ever kept,
properly kept so it wasn't contaminated, would you even try to
get DNA off of something like that? Say it was in a public

/
trash can and handled by a private citizen and then passed to

~an officer, would you even attempt to do that at that point?

A. It would be hard tc say that you're not gonna get

multiple DNA profiles off of it which makes it hard to

determine one person so... .

MR. HUBBARD: Okay. All right. I think that's all

I have got. Thank you so much.

MR. WILLIAMS: Just a qﬁestibn ONn recross.
RECROSS_EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:

0. Your an agent with SLED. We like to think as SLED
as being highly qualified, good law enforcement people. You
have a good reputation. | |

A, Yes, sir.

Q. So just because something is hard doesn't mean you
don't try to do it, does it?

A. Exactly.

0. And if like on the money clip, if some officer‘had

gone to the trouble of taking the DNA sample of the person who

was turning it in, the reason you would do that would be to
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exclude that person from the money clip. If you found DNA,
you would know that at least she had touchéd it but you have
DNA that matches with her” touching it?

A. ‘Are yog>saying taking a known sample compared to an

unknown sample?

Q. I am.

A. -Yes, sir. You would.’

Q. pr long have you been in the courtroom, just.
today? |

A. Yes, sir. Just today.

Q. Okay. When you were asked about the footprinfs, if
you didn't have any shoes to compare it to -- Well, you're not

an investigating officer in charge of securing evidence..

You're there to analyze the evidence that's there, aren't you?

A. | No. I dQ secure evidence.

Q If it's there?

A, -Yes, sir. -If it's there.

Q Who is in charge of getting evidence for you to look

at if it's not at the area that you are at?

A. l.I‘m tfying to follow what you're asking.

Q. If you had'footprints, then hopefully some law
enfofCement person would secure other boot wear to compare it
to?

A, Well, at our direction, my direction on the scene we

understood that there were friends and family that had been on

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABRIN LEE LOWMAN ' CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
Al7
.18
19
20
21

22

24

25

23

639

JAMES - CLINTON -BUSBEE - DIRECT BY MR. HUBBARD

639

scene prior to us arriving. It was through my direction to
figure out who all had been theré,’get their shoes, take
pictures of their shoes and compare it visually off the stick
to what we had found thefe. That was what we secured because
that was here again common sense. If you knew folks had been

there and you had those folks, we're looking at their shoes

obviously.
Q. And that was what you were in control of?
A. Yes, sir. That's what I was in control of.
Q. If somebody else was trying to secure the

defendants, they could Have=secured their footwear and brought
it back to you for you to compare, couldn't they?
I can't attest-what somebody else would do but...
MR. WILLIAMS: I 'got you. Thank you so much
again.
MR. HUBBARD: No further questions.
THE COURT: Thank you. You may step down. Call
your next witness.
MR. HUBBARD: The State calls Agent Clint Busbee.
Thereupon,
JAMES CLINTON BUSBEE
after having been first ddly sworn, testified as follows,
' DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q. Agent Busbee, would you please state. your name for
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the record.

A.

Q.

A.
.Division.

Q.

=R O B

Safety and the GeorgetoWn County Sheriff's Office. \

LR = O R

year?
A.
Q.

Sheriff's

= O )

James Clinton Busbee.
Where do YOu work?

I work with South Carolina Law Enforcement

How long~have'you been with SLED?

Septembervwili be four yeérs.‘

Beforé SLED,iwhere did you work?

I worked with the North Augusté Department of *Public
P

How long have you been in law enforcement?

August will be 20 years.

Now,. at SLED what is.your current possession?

I'm an inyestigator in the midlands region.

Y

Were you in that‘capacity back last March of last

Yes. I was..

Do you recall beinq‘called to assist Saluda County
Department in the Tidwell break-in?

Yes, sir. I was.

Did you even go to the scene?

ves, sir. I did.

What day did you do that?

March the 8th. It was before Sunrise that morning I

arrived on scene.
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Q. When you got there, were you briefed on all the
information théy had at the time?
A. Yes, sir. I was.
Q. Did you assist and have you assisted throughout the
whole process of this case? |
‘A, Yes. I assisted all day that day but I have not
been with the Saluda County Sheriff's Office working on the
case every single day.
Q. Just as needed?
A. Just as needed. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you were aware of where the Mercury Grand Prix

was stopped in Johnston? Were you apprised of that that it

was stopped?

A. The Grand Marquis?

Q. Yes. I'm sorry. Grand Marguis.

in the day.

I know it's 1late

A. Yes, sir. That morning the Saluda County Sheriff's

Office obtained that information.

\

‘them s I was made aware of it as well.

Obviously I was there with

- Q. Were you also aware that the victims' vehicle, the

Tidwells' vehicle was found in Aiken County?

A, Yes, sir. It was found near exit 22 right there at

I-20 and US1 also called Columbia Highway.

Q. Were you also apprised of an ID that was found on

the carport at the Tidwell residence?
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Q.
interview
A.
Q.
A.
Sheriff's

SLED.

Q.

charged on this case?

A
Q.

interview

Yes, sir. I was.

Who was that individual?

The name oﬁ the identification.was

I want to ask you, did you have an
Mr. Kirk?

We did later. We did.

You and who?

Russ Padgett._ He was a lieuténant

Office in Saluda at the time.- Now
When you interviewed Mr. Kirk, was

Yes, sir. He was.

Having been involved in this case,

642

Jerry Kirk.

opportunity to

with the

he works for

he arrested and

based on his

and everything you have done and seen since is there

any evidence whatsoever that Jerry Kirk had anything to do

with this
A.
Q.
A.

released.

Q.

case?
No, sir.

To your knowledge what happened to

that charge?

It was either dismissed of some sort. He was

)

Okay. Now, did you also have an opportunity to go

to the Waffle House in Aiken?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir. I did.

Did you have an opportunity to meet with the manager
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or with store employees?
A. Yes, sir. I did.
Q. What was your purpose of going there?
A. During the day when we were, when I was assisting

Saluda County conducting\thé investigation, the Sheriff had
mentioned that the vehicle that was stolen from the Tidwell
residence was located near exit 22 in Aiken County. Earlier
that morning when that occurred, the Sheriff advised me that
the Aiken County Sheriff's Office responded or Were'trying to
locate the individual or the individuals that were in that
Vehicle. So the Waffle House is right-there at exhibit 22. I
checked with the Sheriff before we left that evening on March
the 8th. Since I live in Aiken, I wanted to make sure that
somebody had been by the Waffle House to follow_up to see if
anybody, ﬁhey were given some information that there were some
suspicious persons early that morning on the 8th there so I
made sure that that was followed up on. To the Sheriff's
knowledge he had not heard anything back from Sheriff Hunt in
Aiken. Being that I live in Aiken it's on my way home so
I went by'the Waffle House to follow up on that.  *

Q. When you got there, at some point did the manager
come in énd talk with you?

A. That night the manager was not there. There was two
employees there, a female employee and a male employee. The

female employee knew exactly what I was talking about. I told
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her who I was, there was an incident in Saluda County and I
was there to follow-up on somé information, that there was
some possibly suspicious persons there early that morning
around 3:00 or 4:00.

Q. I'1l show you what's been marked as Staté's 6l1. Who\
took that photograph?

A. I took that photograph.

Q. You took the photograph of what appears to be kind

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Where was this photograph taken, Agent Busbee?
A. That was actually in the manager's office. If I can

back up just a second on a question that you asked. The
manager was not present at that time when I was there but they
called her on t?e phone and I spoke with her on the phone and
;he came in at 6:00 a.m. on March the 8th. When she came in,
one of the cooks told her about some suspicious persons that
were there. The Sheriff's Office had a-lot of deputies in the
area trying to locate the persons from the Tidwells' vehicle
that was stolen and they had three individuals that came in
and --

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, objection. A lot of this

might be hearsay. It appears it could be.
THE COURT: Just ask him what she told him. That's

what - he doesn't need to say. Ask your next question.
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MR. HUBBARD: All right.
BY MR. HUBBARD:
Q. All right. Let's do this. So bottom line, were you-

directed into the office because of things that had béen
éollected by either the manager or an employee?.

A. The manager went .into the bathroom where the
individuals had‘gone, looked around to see if-any items were
discarded. She located the glove and the money clip in the
trash bin in thé mens bathroom. I believe it was the mens

bathroom. And she placed them in her locked. office.

Q.. And then you took the pictures as they were
placed? .
A. One of the employees, she instructed one of the

employees to unlock the office so.I could look at the items
and possibly collect them if needed;

Q. And that's how we got exhibit 617

A. And also when I took the.photogfaph, I also sent it

to the Sheriff and Captain Toby Horne with the Sheriff's

Office.
| Q. Okay. Now, ﬁhat clip, this money clip, let me show
you what's been marked as State's 41. Does that look
familiar? ‘
A; It does.
Q. Is this what you éollected?
A. Yes, sir.
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A.

646

‘Now, there's been talk about DNA and all. Did you
off to be analyzed?

Yeah. I ‘took the glove and the money clip myself to

our lab in Columbia and turned it in to be analyzed.

Q. What were the results?
A I belieye it was.negative on the DNA:
Q. So we did éheck7and it was just negative?
"A. ‘Correct. | |
Q. I'm-gbnna show yOu*a bag- and see if,yod recognize
~what's.in‘i£. It is not in evidence yet. Do yoﬁ need some
gloves?". : |
| A.f f mightﬁ .I can ogly see.a portion of it..
Q. Okay.
A. ziThat.loka like the glove I collected.
MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor,?I'offer thisrinto
evidence. |

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objéction, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Without objection. 887

MR. HUBBARD: That's right. 88.

THE COURT: 8é received in evidence.

MR. HUBBARD: All right. Agent Busbee, I believe

that's all I have for you at this time. Your Honor, he's

another one that I would like leave to recall at a later

time

if I can.

THE COURT: All right.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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MR. HUBBARD: Thank you.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
' Q. Agent Busbee, you were asked about the clip. I'm
gonna ask you abouﬁ the glové.
A. Okay.
Q. You obviously éeized it. Did yoﬁ take it down to
SLED to seé if there was any DNA inside the glove?
A. I aid. I turned the money clip and the glove into
our lab.
Q. Do you know what the results were on the analysis of

the glove?‘

A From my understanding it was negative. I'm not
exacfly sﬁre aboqt £hat but:- from what I have been told it 'was
negative;

Q. Is there someocne in the courtroom who can tell us
the;answervto'that a hundred percent?

A. I'm suré the prosecution and the Sheriff's Office
could iook at the lab and see the actual report.

Q. Good. Somebody can produce the information that

tells us that there was no DNA on that glove?

A. Yes, sir.
0. Is there a size to the glove?
A. I'm not sure what the size is, sir, if there is

one.

(
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Q. Did you do any.testing on the glove at all or did
you just secure it?

A. I secured it and then turned it into our lab.

Q. ‘Is there any other evidence that you have secured
that we haven't talked about yet?

A. Uhm, I believe that is all of the evidencg that I
secured. Yes, sir. n

Q.. All right, sir. Jerry Kirk's idéntificatibn card,

A

‘did you turn Jerry Kirk's identification card intofany of your

people to check --

A. I did net. I never had possession of his --
Q. You never had possession of Jerry Kirk's?
A. -- driver's license or identification. I saw it and

I was told about it but I never turned it-in.

Q. To your knowledge no one has ever tested that card

to see who had possession of that card?

A. I did no testing on Jerry Kirk's identification

card.
Q. And you don't know if anybody else did either?
A. I'm not aware of any other testing that was done on
Jerry Kirk's identification-card. }
MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the.questions I have, Your
Honor.

MR. HUBBARD: No guestions.

- THE COURT: All right. »~You can step down. All
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right.

MR. HUBBARD: Permission to recall at Your Honor's
discretion.

THE COURT: Yes. Subject to recall. Is this a good
stopping place? 1Is this a good time to close? .

MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir. Probably is.

THE COURT: Excellent. All right. Folks, we're
done for the day. Step into thé?jury room. Don't
discuss the case and enjoy'your evening. Remember, it's
importaht, been here now three days/ don't go looking for
someone on the Internet, Facebook, any of that stuff. I
am very much discouraging you from doing that and
encourage you to remember what I said. You will get
everything you need to decide the case here in the
courtroom.— We're all here together.' It's presented to
us. Please let me assure you that both sides will get a -
fair frial by letting nothing else outside the courtroom
influenée your decision. I should have emphasized that
last night and I didn't. But don't discuss the case.
Enjoy your evening. Try ﬁo stay cool. See you in the
morning. We'll start at 9:00 again, okay? Thank y'all.

(Whe;éupon, court was.recessed for the day at 6:00
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THE- COURT: Please be seated.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, one of the witnesses we

planned to call today from the Knights Inn, a Mike Desai
is having to have emergency surgery. He's keeper of the

records. What they have identified as another keeper of

the records is a lady by the name of Dorcas Braxton, I
just wanted to apprise the Court, is the keeper of the

record role, not.a fact witness;, not an eyewitness to

~anything, no statements.

THE COURT: And I did not advise the jury of

anyone's name during voir dire. I skipped over that

since it was an indefinite person. I didn't figure”that

was an issue.

MR. - HUBBARD: All right. Okay.
THE COURT: Any problem with that?
MR. WILLIAMS: No, sir.
.THE COURT: All right.
MR. HUBBARD: Thank you.
THE COURT; Y'all ready?
MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.
MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: All right. Bring the Jjury in.

(Whereupon, the Jjury entered the courtroom at 9:02

-~
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THE COURT: I hope everybody had a good evening.
_We're ready to start. Call your néXt witness.
MR. HUBBARD: Thank you, Your Honor. The State
calls Captain Toby Horne.-
Thereupon,
TOBY HORNE
after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION

~ BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q. Captain, would you state your name for the record
please.

A. Toby Horne.

Q. Where do you wqu? .

A. Saluda County Sheriff's Office. N

Q. How long have you been in law enforcement?

A. Right at 20 years.

Q; All here in Saludaé

A. All here in Saluda County.

Q. Back last year March 8th you were captain at that
time?

A. Yes, sir. I was.

Q. I take it you were involved in this case?

A. Yes, sir. From the very beginning.

Q. March 8th you were out at the Tidwells?

A. I was.
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Q. Were you involved in the entire investigative

.portion of this case?

A. Yes, sir. I directed guys to do several different
things throughout the investigation.
A Q. Let ﬁe do this. I want to jump to where we are in
the case now. We have identified four folks, suspects, I want

to talk about probably the obvious but let this jury know when

. each individual was apprehended. They were all .apprehended?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What we're gonna do is begin with the obvious.
State's 64, do you recognize this individual?

Yes, sir. Abin Lowman.

A.

0. When was Abiﬁ Lowman apprehended?

A. The morning éf the incident.

0. March 8th?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Looking at State's 66, James Wilson, when was he
apprehended?

A. The first déy after the incident March 11th.

0. March 11th?

A.‘ Yes, sir.

Q. Where was he apprehended?

A. Maryland.

Q. Did you ever recover shoes from him?

A.

No, sir. I did not.

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q. He had gotten away?

A. Yes, sir. He made it all the way back to
Maryland.

Q; Théhk you. Spate's 65, Joshua Darien, when was he .
apbrehéhded?

A I want to say it was March 21lst.

Q. 24th?

A 24th. Yes. Yes, sir. 24th.

Q Where was he apprehended?

MR. WILLIAMS: Objection, leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Rephrase your question.

BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q
A.
Q
A

Where was he apprehended?

'In Maryland.

State's 63, Robert Goodwin?

Robert Goodwin was several months later. I want -to

say July 10th in Maryland.

Q.
A.
Q.

lot about

LGOI O

In Maryland?

Yes, sir.

Now, all these guys in Maryland. We have heard_a
shoeé.

Yes, sir.

Of course, Mr. Goodwin you say it was July 10th?

Yes, sir.

Did we recover any shoes from these fellows?
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A. No, sir. I-'did not.

Q. Did you have anything to turn over to SLED to look
at all those shoe prints?

A. No, sir.

Q. Nothing for comparison?

A. No.  They made it back to Maryland and they had been
away from us for én extended period of time.

Q. Now, I want té shift our focus té Mr. Wilson. When

he was apprehehded, and I think you said that was the 11th?

A. Yes, sir, that Saturday, March 11lth.

Q. At some point did we bring him back down to South
Carolina?

A. Yes, sir. I sentlLieutenant Padgett from the

Sheriff's Office and Agent Busbee with SLED to Maryland to

pick him up and transport him back to Saluda.

Q. Russ Padgett and Clint Busbee?
A. That's correct.
Q. Can I ask you why you sent a SLED agent.along with

your officer?

A. We're a small agency. Don't have a lot of people.
Sending>him up there with him to assist him would be a help
and plus he has jurisdiction throughout the whole state.

Q. What day to your memory do you get him back down
here and you get to see him face-to-face?

A. I got to see him the 22nd but he was brought back on

l
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March 21st.

Q. ‘Okay. The 22nd when you saw him, what, if anything,
did you do? .

A. We sat down and talked to Mr. Darien at the Saluda
County Sheriff's Office.

0. | Talked to Wilson or Darieﬁ?

A. I mean Wilson.

Q. Okay; Who was with you when you interviewed him?

A. Myself and Lieutenant Padgett.

Q. Okay. At some point during the course of this
interview was the interview stopped?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who stopped that interview?

A. I did.

Q. Now, based on your conversafioﬁ with him, what; if

for any reason, or what is your concern at that point?

A. During our qonversation there was a mention of a
firearm that was left out in £he public view so anybody could
have gotten it, a child or anyone so for publié safety I
stopped the interview to go locate that gun.

Q. Where did you go?

A. Myself, Lieutenant Padgett and Mr. Wilson traveled
to Aiken County to right there at the Waffle House at the
Quality Inn which is right across from the Waffle House.

Q. So you actually packed up Mr. Wilson and took him
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with you?
A. Yes, sir. He knew where the gun was. I didn't.
Q.” Okay. You said you went I know to Aiken and you
mentioned Waffle House..‘Where exactly down there?
~A. It's right past right up under I-20 on Highway 1,
turn left right there in front of the Waffle House, the
Quality Inn is on the right, Waffle House is on the left;
Q. Were you able to locate a pistol? |
' A. Yes, sir. As soon as when we pulied up, Mr. Wilson-
pointed to a tree and it_wasvsitting there. |
Q. And you saw that pistol?
A. - Lieutenant Padgett stayed in the car with Mr.
Wilson. I got out and walked:over. " It's not a tree. 1It's a

bush. I walked over to.the bush and looked in and I found the
firearm. | ‘ |

Q. [ I show you what's been marked for ID as State's 38.
Do you recognize this as the pistol? V

A. Yés, sir. "That's the firearm.

Q. I notice there's some bullets in there,'too. Were

those bullets loose like they are here?

A. No, sir.

Q. Where were those bullets?

A. They were in the magazine and in the handgun
itself.

Q. So when you found this pistol, it was loaded?
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A. It was loaded.
Q. Let me ask you, you're in Aiken County. Did you
collect that pistol at that time?
A. No, sir. I secured the scene and I contacted South

s . . .
Carolina Law Enforcement Division, Agent Busbee and he come to
where I was located to recover the firearm from me.

Q. Let me ask you, did you stand right over the firearm

the whole time?

A.. I stayed right in front of it in front of that‘
‘bush. . ' | | | .

Q. You:have’a loaded pistol?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he colléct'it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He boxed it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who did he give it to?

A. Myéelf._ |

Q. Right there?

A. Right there on £he scene.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I offer this ‘into,
evidence;

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That's?

MR. HUBBARD: State's 38, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: State's 38 without objection.

MR. HUBBARD: With the Court's permission, may I

have him stand down?

THE COURT: Sure.

MR.” HUBBARD: So the Court knows and the record:is

clear, there's also a gun lock pursuant to court rules.

- THE COURT: Yes. It appears to be secured and we

‘have the sheriff's assurance of that. All right. You

may proceed.

BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q
A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A

Please show the jury thisiweapbn.
(Witness complies.)

What caliber is this bistol?

It's a nine millimeter.
~What type of weépon is it?

Semi automatic.

Does it have a brand?

It's Yugoslavian: It's made somewhere else. Not

made in the U.S. I'm not real good on where they're made

at.

o P O B O

These bullets, what caiiber?'

Nine millimeter.

And these were found in fhe weapon?

They were found in the magazine inside the weapon.

And Mr. Wilson is the one that pointed that out?
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A. Yes, sir. He pointed it out in the bush.
Q. Thank you. Please take your seat.
A. (Witness complies.)
Q. ‘Once you recovered this pistol, where did you go
next?
“A. Uhm, myself and Lieutenant Padgett and Mr. Wilson

traveled to the location where Mr. Tidwell and Mrs. Tidwell's

vehicle had been abandoned on the other side of I-20 on Camp

Log Road.
Q. What was your purpose of going there?
A. Mr. Wilson - I wanted to orient myself and Mr.

Wilson also said there were .some thiﬁgé thrown out there.

Q. What; if anything, did you find out in that afea?

A. He pointed out a Clorox clean up bottle with some
rags.

Q Did you photograph those items?

A. -I photographed them. |

Q Did you collect them?

A I had Lieutenant Padgett who was Qith me also bag
and collect them.

Q; I want'to show yéu what's been marked as State's ID

49, 50, 51. Do you recognize these photographs?

‘A. Yes, sir.
Q. Who took those photographs?
A. I did.
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MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I offer them into
evidence. |
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
» THE COURT: - Number 49, 50, 51 are in without
objection..
BY MR. HUBBARD: ' | ~
Q. Let'é start With fhe close up, 49. What's that a
picture of?:
A:/ ‘AvClorox clean up bottle and a rag simila: to the
type the Tidwells, Lynda Tidwell described td us.
Q. These -other two;phbtos 50 and 51, what are these?
<A, .Thesefére actually just a step back from it to show

where it is to kind of orient you to where it is. There's a
trailer park heading back out to the right and that's just

showing us where it's oriented at.

. \
;

Q. So you have a disEance, medium and then close 3
shot?‘, |
| A. That's'correct.
Q. v.Can I ask you this: As an investigator is there a

method when you take photos?
A. Yes, sir. You start out and work your way in,

narrow your way down to what you're looking at.

Q. Is that just to get --
A. To get the whole picture.
Q. Okay. After y'all finished looking around that area
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f

in Aiken, what did you do?
A. After we finished collecting these items here, the
Clorox, Mr. Wilson was talking to us and had told us --
MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to hearsay, Your Honor.
MR. HUBBARD: 1I'll rephrase it. o
THE COURT: Rephrase it. Sustained as to hearsay.
BY MR. HUBBARD:
Q. Let me do this. I'll pick it up. I'll make it easy
for you. |

A. All right.

Did you come back to Saluda?

I did.

Did you bring Mr. Wilson back? - A\
'He rode with me. Yes, sir.

Did Russ come back with you?

Yes, sir. L N '
When I say Russ, this fellow-here?

Lieutenant Padgett. Yes, sir.

Where did y'all go?

u>ro:uzou>rou>'zo_u>:_o

We drove to the incident location, Mr. and
Mrs. Danny Tidwells; home and while we were there --
Q. Let me ask you this: Once you;re back at their
residence, where was your focus that day when you got back?
A. On.the ponds behind the residence. Through the

investigation we had learned that there was items thrown into
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the pond.
Q. ‘With that knowledge what did you do?
A, That evening after I finished up with Mr. Wilson, it

was kind of late, I contacted South Carolina Department 5f
Natural.Resources dive team and I asked them to come back if
they would be interested in coming and assist us in the
recovéry of items that were taken:from the home.

Q. Did they come out?

A. .Yeé,,sir. I actually had them come out two days
becauée we didn't recover evefything on the first day. They
spent extensivée amount of time on March 24th on the pond
directly behind Mr. Danny's house, then we came back also that
Monday the 27th.

Q. Qkay. I want to show you some photographs for ID

89, 90, 91. Do you recognize those photographs?

A. - I do.

Q ‘Who -took those pictures?

A. I did.

Q What are those pictures of?

A, ‘The first one is a picture of a diver in the pond
pehind Mr. and Mrs. Tidwells' home. He recovered this set of
keyé\and then stopped and I took a picture where he was at in
the pond as he come up with the keys. .The second one is whére
he come up with the phone that belonged to Mrs. Tidwell and

he's standing there where he recovered it in the pond. And
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the third one is the location where he found Mr. Danny's phone
in the pond.
| MR. HUBBARD: Offer these into evidence, Your
Honor. |
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
MR. HUBBARD: é9,'90, 91. |
THE COURT: 89, 90, 91 without objection.
BY MR. HUBBARD:

' Q. Let me ask you thié: On 89 you got a set of keys.

Is this on the same day as the phone?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And Ms. Lynda's phone, which one is that?

A. I think it's like the turquoise is color phone,
bluish. - |

Q. Mr. Danny is the one silver and black?

A. Yes, sir. )

Q. And there are other items found as well?

A. Yes, sir. There was other items found.

Q. Let me show you what's already in evidénce. State's
25.

A. That's the keys that the diver found. I laid them

on the ground to .take a picture of it.
Q. State's 28.
A. That's the Gerber tool that Mr. Danny had reported

was taken out of the home and I also took a picture of it
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after it was taken out of the pond. )
Q. This Taurus Judge pistol which is State's 27.
A. That was recovered at the bottom of the pond by the

South Carolina dive team.

Key fob, two key fobs, State's %6.

Q.-

‘A. That was also found in the pond.

Q. When you say pond, which and was it?
A.

The pond directly behind Mr. Danny and Ms. Lynda's

home. I wouldn't say not directly behind it.- Kind of to the

left a little bit but it's behind the house.

Q. = Again, you mentioned their cell phones. 1I'll show

you .State's 29.

A. That's Lynda's phone.

\Q.' Okay. State's 30.

A. That's me and the phone.

Q. That's you holding it?

A. Yesi : : o, K

Q. So that's the day you got it out of the water? '
A. That's correct.

Q. There's one thing I neglected to do. But now that

we're back at the house. I want to show you what's already
been marked into evidence as State's 43 and 44 inside their
residence. What do we see here?

A. Pictures from the crime scene unit.

Q. Where?
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A. | That is actually tbe top of the stairwell that goes
down into the basemeht.
Q. What are we looking at?
A. At the rags that was consistent with what we found
on the side of the road at Camp Log Road in Aiken County.
Q. I want to show you wHat's been marked és State's 79.

What is this, captain?
A. This is a shell casing that was removed from the
car; Mr. Abin Lowman's, by search warrant by Lieutenant Price.

We brought it back, too, and it was packaged at the Sheriff's

Office.
Q. Okay.' Nine millimeter casing?
A That's correct. ‘
0. And the pistol, State's 38.°
A Nine millimeter as well.
Q Okay. Once you had -- And again, the pistol is

found where?
A. The pistol was found in the front of the Quality Inn
in Aiken County.

Q. And shown to you by whom?

A 'By Mr. Christopher Wilson.

Q. The casing was found where?

A The casing was found inside Mr. Abin Lonén's car in
Saluda.

Q. What is the casing?.
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The outer cartridge of ammo.
What did you do with these two items?
Once we learned that we had both pieces into

I contacted, I called Alcohol, Tobacco and

ATFEF?

- ATF, vyes, sir, and had them come to Saluda, meet

I-knew I had a spent cértilage along with a firearm .

and had the firearm and the cartridge tested.

0.
about?

A.

something.

‘Do you know what brand of ammo we're talking

It's something Tulammo or Tulammo. It starts T-u

I can look on the end of the cartridge. I think

it's stamped on every piece.

Q.

>0 ID

T-u-l-a.

L OO L A &)

There you go.
Have to get glasses.

You're not that old, are you, sir? .

I'm headed that way. Tula or something like that.

All right. Those are the bullets with the gun?
That's, correct.

The casing, all of that goes to ATF?

Yes, sir.

What agent?

Agent Matkins, ATF.
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Q. I want to show you what's already in evidence.
Sfate's 72. A box of ammo. What brand of ammo are we looking
at?

A. Tulammo.

Q. Where was that found?

A. That was found by Johnston Police Department during
a traffic stop.

Q. Of? )

A. Abin Lowman.

Q. So this was found in his car?

A. That's correct.

Q. The casing?

A. Was found in his car.

Q. The pistol?

A. Aikéen County.

Q_

I want you to look at one other item. State's 8, a

cell phone. Where was that found?

A.

That was found pursuant to a search warrant in Abin

Lowman's vehicle.

Q.
A.
Q.

A.

Were you able to find a number for that phone?
Yes, sirﬂ
How did you do that?

Picked up the phone and dialed 911 and walked in the

dispatch center and found the number.

Q.

Let's walk through that. You got a phone so you
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want to find the number you just dialed 91172
A. That's correct.
Q And it goes to where?
“A. Our diépatch.
Q When it éoes to dispatph, do théy actually see the

phone number?

A. They actually see fhe phone number on the CAD.

Q. So you actually walked next door and got the phone
number?

A That's correct.

Q. ~That number on the backkof that phone} is that the
numbexr?

A. Yes, sir. That's thé number. I wrote it there. \

Q. Read for the record what that number is.

A, S 6655 -

MR. HUBBARD: Thank you. Your Honor, -I believe !
that's all I have at:thiS'time but I would ask for leaVe
to recall should I need him again.
THE COURT: Okay. Cross.
MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. May it please the Court.
CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Captain Horne --
A. Yes, sir.
Q. -— I'm gonna start you off with the phone.

4
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Okay.

The area code that ybu had when you came up with

that phone number was 240; is that right?

you.

;

>

A.

Q.

> 0 ® 0 P 0 B O

Q.

(G-I O O

What we come up with when we dialed it?

Yes.

I think it's 240. 1If I can see it again, I can tell

t

Sure.

I think it's 240. I may be wrong.
(Proffering.)

1-240, yes, sir.

Weli, the 1 is not the area code?
No, sir.

So it's 240, right?

That's correct.

What is the area code for Saluda?v
864.

What's the aréa code for Bateéburg?
803.

Whose area code is 2407

I have no idea.

Well, i1if you look in the phonebook, do yéu have a

phonebook? That's not being smart because now-a-days nobody

has a phonebook.

A.

I do.
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Q. Outstanding.A Do you remember in the phonebook in
thevfront part of the phonebook there's normally in one of the -
firstrtwo pages it lists the area codes forAthe various
locéﬁiéns in the United States Qnd iﬁ hasAthe-area codes for
those areas? | ' |

A. I'm sure it does.

Q. Allvright. Did you attempt tO'determiﬁe what area a
240 area code was for?. ‘ '

A. No, sir. T didn't.

Q,:_ Well, wduldn'ﬁ thét'be important ﬁo»you if ﬁhat,area
code~waé;f1 don't know, a;Marylaﬁd area code? |

A. Nof‘sir. It wouldn}t. |

Q:' Okay. So you'did nothing in regards to-determiniﬁg

. where this phone was purchased, wherevthe,phone‘numbér

originated from, who the service provider'Was?

A. I éid not.

Q.  Who did that?

A. I can't answer that. I don't know.

Q.  Did ydu not turn this phone over to~somé50dy dealing
with éell phones to search out perhaps when theAcell phone was
used, who it migh£ have called, who might have called it, who
had actually purqhased the cell phone? You didn't turn it
over for any type of —--

A. T think I turned that phone over to South Carolina

Law Enforcement Division.
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Q. So perhaps South Carolina Law Enforcement did all
- this work? .
A. That's correct.
Q. Okay. Well, I .didn't want to put you on the spot if
somebody else did it. | | i
A. I didn't do it.
Q. Okay. Do you remeﬁber turning it over to South
Carclina Law Enforcement or not?
A.‘. I think I did. I'm pretty fuzzy.
‘Q. Okay.
A. I deal with a lot of phones. I deal with phones on
"a daily basis. |
/ C Q. Okay.‘ Where was that phone found? |
A. - In the front of Mr. Lowman's car.
Q. All right. Did you do any fingerprint analysis on
that phone?
A. I did not.
Q. Did you ask aanody with SLED to do any fingerprint

analysis on that phone?
A. I did not.
Q. Okay. Do you know whether or not they did

fingerprint analysis on thé phone?

. A. I do not.
Q. Well, you are the case manager of this file,
right?
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A. That's correct.

Q. Which means that everybody, it's like being the

coach on the football team, everybody who works gives all the

information to you and then you impart that information to the

Solicitor, correct?

A. To an.extent. Yeé, sir.

Q. 'Okay. But you'aon't know what the deal is with
tﬁat? | | |

A.  With what?

?Q. With whether or not it was fingerprinted? Whether
or not -- | |

‘A. I have no report of any fingerprints being done on

the phone. No, sir.

Q. Wouldn't that be important? Obviously if you have a
cell phone which you're introducing into evidence in a trial
of this nature, wouldn't it be important to determine who
actually handled that phone?

| A. ‘Not really. Abin Lowman was arrested in that car
with that phone. |

Q. But if there was more than one persbn who may have
béen in £hat car who hadvused that car, wouldn't that be
important to you?

A. Not really. No, sir.

Q. Okéy. Now, on State's Exhibit number 29 and on

State's Exhibit number 30 which are the cell phones which were
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found in the pond behind the Tindell home, right?
A. The Tidwell home. ’
Q. Tidwell home. I'm sorry. It appears that they are
in an otter box? ‘ ‘ . .. ' '
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is an otter box?
A, Protective case.
Q. All right. ©Now, I happen to have an otter box also
because I drop stuff and it's a protective case.
MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, is there a question?
MR. WILLIAMS: I'm getting to it.
THE COURT: Let's hope so. ;
MR. WILLIAMS: It's a long question.
BY THE WITNESS:
‘ A. So I need to be listening.
BY MR. WILLIAMS: ‘
Q. Yes, sir. It's complicated. When you got this cell

4

phone, that cell phone, when you got that cell phone oﬁt of
the pond, could you tell whether or not it was, that.the
protection that was provided-fof the cell phone was such that
it would protect it so that you could, I don't know, take
fingerpriﬁts off of that phone because it's a protective
covering? Some things are waterproof.

A. Are you saying to take theicase off the phone for

fingerprinting?
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Yes. That's exactly what I'm saying.

With all the water that was in the phone and the

screen and all that?

Q.

Well, we haven't talked about that. When you pulled

it up, did you take the case off?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

No, sir.
Who did you turn the phone over to?
My evidence room.

+And I note that you.show tHe ottér box with the

phone in it, correct?

B0 IJ>‘

Q.

Mm-hmm.
But‘you don't show the face of the cell_phoné.
Okay.

Well, does the face of the cell phone -have this

protective covering on 1it?

A. I can't tell you thét.

Q. Okay. \

A. I'm sure it probably does if it's an otter box.

Q. Now, so you got the two cell phones. You féund some
keys. Uhm, you found the tool and you found nothing‘else in
the pond, right? Correct?

‘A. Found a gun.

Q The gun. And which gun did you find in the pond?

A. Taurus Judge.

Q So all of these items, the Taurus.Judge, the tool,
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thése are’the only items that actually were owned by the
.Tidwells, correct?

A. No.

Q What else was owned by the Tidwells?

A The key fobs.

Q. The keylfobs. I'm sorry. Anything else?.

A‘ We have all the pictures. I just pointed them
. out. |

Q. Okay. I'm just asking what your recall is.

A. I know we found tﬁe keys, the keybfdbs, the gﬁn and
two cell phones aﬁd the Gerber tool.

Q. And that's it?

A. That I recall.

Q. Okay. And you were talking about what you had done
on this case. I think you've talked about that you went and -

picked up Mr. Wilson; is that right? And then y'all went to a

motel area outside -- Am I wrong about that?_

A. I didn't pidk hiﬁ up.

Q. You went with Mr. Wiléon?

A. I carried him after the interview oﬁ the 22nd. Yes,
sir.

Q. He was in your car --

A. ‘That's correct. ‘

Q. -- and you got him out there. So the two of>y'all

were together?
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A. Yes, sir. Along with Lieutenant Padgétt.
Q. Okay. At a motelf Where did you take him?
A, To the Quality Inn in Aiken.
Q. The Quality Inn which is a motel?
A. That's correct.
Q. When you got to the Quality Inn in Aiken, he pointed
at some area where a bush was? 
A. He'pointed at the bush.
Q. He pointed at the bush and then you found thé weapon

that we{ve taiked about, what you have talked about which is
in this box?‘ ’
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Cérrect.
MR. WILLIAMS{’ it takes me a long time oﬁ Christmas

day, Your Honor.

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. This?

A. Yeah.

Q. I‘ll.point it out. You found this?

A. Yes, sir. |

Q. And when you found fhis, obviously it's got on this,

I'm gonna hand it to you and just tell me what are the

1
markings on this particular pistol? What does it have on the
pistol?

A. Markings?
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Q. Yeah. Who's it méde by?

A. It's Ceska Zastava.

Q. It's got a name on it, right?

A. Zastava. Yes, sir. |

Q. Got a -serial number on it?

A. It does.

Q. What's that serial ﬁumber?

A. 101291.

Q. Okay. And does it say where it is made?

A. Made in Yugoslavia.

Q. All right. Did you - did you hand it to - did you
or did you hand it to ATF and ask them to check énd see 1if
Vthey could determine where that pisfol was purchased?

A, After we had them in custody, yes. It was turned
over to ATFE. ‘

Q. And you asked them if they could determine where it ~
was purchased?

A. I'm pretty positive they did.

Q. Obviously what you're trying to determine is whether
or not it might have been purchased in Maryland, right?

A. Might have been.

Q. Whén you turned it over to ATF fbr them to check on

that, I assume you noted the discrepancy in the magazine from
the gun?

A. What discrepancy?
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\
1 Q. Well, would you iook oh the magazine and tell me
2 where that was made?
3 A. Brazil.
4 | Q. Okay. So unless it's like a Ford that's made in
5 Mexico, then you would expect maybe the magazine to be made in
6 Yugoslavia? |
7 ' A. No.
8 | Q. Now, you_have the bullets‘which were found in the
9 ‘gun, éérrect? L
10 A. | That's correct.
11 o Q.  And then you found a spent cartridge in the vehicle
122 which Lee .Lowman Qas arrested in?
13 A. I did\not find it.
14 - Q. You had it?
15 : A. Yes/ sir. /
16 . Q. So you turned it over to ATF to see if it's the same
17 batch, same group that would have come from the gun that you
18 found, correct?"
19 A. That's correct.
20 | Q. And what you're'réally attempting ﬁo do is see if
21 that matches up with the box which is found in the trunk of
22 the car, right?
23 A. The what? , ,.
24 Q. Remember there was a box thatvwas found --
25 A. That's correct. |
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Q. -- in the trunk of.the car witﬁ nine millimeter
bullets, right?

A. (Witness nodding head.)

Q. And what you're trying to do here is tie all of
these items together to see if thé cartridge, to see if the

N
bullets fit with the gun?

A. Okay.

Q. Is that true or are you not trying to do that?

A. Yes. I am trying to match the cartridge from being
fired from that weapon.

Q. Did you ask ATF to do a rifling test on it to
determine if the spent cartilage‘actually came from that
"pistol or not? |

A. I asked them to test it to see if that cartridge was

fired from that weapon.

Q. Okay. So someone has done a report that will
indicate whether or not that cartridge was actually fired frdm
that pistol?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay.  With the bullets that were found in the trunk
of the car, did you turn those over to ATE?

A. The bullets that was found in the trunk of the car?

Q. | Yeah. Lee Lowman's car where you found the
cartridges or the bullets?

A. I did not turn them oéer to ATF.
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Q. Did anyone to your knowledge turn these bullets or
cartridges over to ATFE?

A. No, sir. They did not. -

Q. So they remained with you and was never sent to ATF
for them to examine those?

A. They were not.

Q. Well, ATF is the federal agency that specializes in
firearms, don't they?

A.  They do.

Q. Okay. Did you ask that any fingerprint analysis be

done on the box which was found in the trunk of the car as
well as fingerprint analysis done on the gun as well as
fingerprint analysis done oﬁ the spent cartridge to indiéate
which individuals had hahdled all of those items?

A.. No, sir. At this point during the investigation (I

already knew they all had handled the gun.

Q. They all had handled the gun?

A. That's correct.

Q? Are you basiﬁg that on what’ you were told or what
scientific evidence you had actually seen?

A. T was told that.

0. Now, since you were at the Quélity Inn which is in
Aiken where you located that pistol, did you inquire inside to
see if Mr. Wilson had stayed at the Quality Inn where the

pistol was found?
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A. I did not. I do think somebody did go in there, one
of the agents that was there when they came out to the scene.

I did not myself.

Q. Do you know who went in there and inquired?
A. - I cannot tell you that.
Q.- Did you ask him to inquire as-to video footage to

see if perhaps the video footage at the Quality Inn would show
who-aﬁtually put the pistol in the bush?

A. At  this time I aiready had knowledge-of who put the
pistol in the bush.

Q. Again, did you ‘have any independent evidence or just
what "somebody tpldvyou who may or may not have been in&olved
in ghe case to back that up to prove who was there?

A.- I ﬁean, I don't - I never-seen anybody that just

knows where a pistol is laying in a bush anywhere. This. guy

told me.

.‘QQ Well, the guy you were talking to was a suspect in

the case, right?

A, That's right.
Q. Some guy who is accused of committing a crime?
A. That's correct.

Q. And you're basing everything on what this guy is

.telling you, right?.

A. I'm corroborating everything he's telling me.

Q. So why didn't you coerborate that by going to the
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Quality Inn and aéking if they had videotape showing who put

the gun in the bush?
A. I told you'at the time somebody else did.

Q. So somebody else is going to be,able'tp testify

‘about the video?

A, I have no idea. That's what I'm testifying to. No,
sir. '
Q. Now, the Clorox container that was found that

Mr. Wilson pointed  out to you, did you sgcure that?

A. I did not.

Q Did anyone secure- that?

A Lieutenant Padgétt did..

Q. So you have possession .of iﬁ?'

A It's in the custody of tﬂe Sheriff's bffice.v.Yes,

sir.
Q. " Which means that you're'gonna‘have the expiration

date, you're gonna have the indication where it was sold from,

right?“

A. . Does Clorox expire?

0. I don't know.

A. I don't kno@.

Q. Did you look at the bottle?

A. Lieutenant Padgett bagged it and put it)into
evidence. |

Q. Did you do-any testing on the Clorox bottle?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. I did not.

Q. Do you know anything different about that Clorox
bottle from what's home in my house?:

A. No, sir. I do not.

Q. Now, you were ﬁafking about shoes when all these
people came down here that there was no worry about testing of
the shoes. Didn't you say that? That you didn't test any
shoes because you picked them up on like March the 22nd? When

did you arrest Wilson? March the 22nd?

A. No. I didn't arrest Wilson.

0. When - did you.see Mr. Wilson?

A. I seen him on. the 22nd.

Q. .  22nd.' When did you see Mr. Darien?

A. Mr. Darien was, I spoke_to him on the 25th.

Q.v When did you visibly see him?

A. I do not rémember when he was transported back to

South Carolina.
You saw him at some point in time?
Yes, sir.

And when did you see Mr. Goodwin?

= G O

I don't remember seeing him except for one day after

he was transported back.

Q. All three of these individuals have been arrested,
haven't they?

A. That's correct.
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Q When they were arrested, were they all barefoot?
A. No, sir! Not to my knowledge.
Q Well --
A I didnft arrest them.
© Q. Okay. Did you cﬁeck to see if the shoes‘that those

individuals had on when they were arrested would match up to
anything that came to the crime scéne?

A. Sir, they were arrested in Maryland.

Q. Okay.: Did you ésk'about the clothing they had on
when they were arrested? |

A. No, éirt I did not.

' MR. WILLIAMS: That's all I have, Your Honor.
. MR. HUBBARD: A feﬁ follow up. | |
. 'REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. HUBBARD:- /

’Q. Captain, I want to show you, yéu'mentioned a gun
box. There’s<two gun boxes in my hand here, exhibit 81,
State's 81. Where was this found?

A. That was found in Abin Lowmén's éar in the trunk.

0. So this box--- Now, there's some numbers on it.

What is that?

A. CZ99.

Q. Okay. Now, let's look at the pistol that you found
in Aiken and see if you see that same number in there. Take a
look.
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Okay.  So the pistol you recovered in Aiken matches

the box you found in Mr. Lowman's car?

A

Q

.A.

Q
came from

A.

Q
A
Q.
A

Yes, sir.

Well, the numbers do.

The numbers do.

They're consistent.

Now, you mentioned, you have talked about all this

an interview with Mr.

All of?

Wilson, correct?

.The information about the gun?

The'gun and all of that came from Mr. Wilson.

‘You mentioned you alsoc interviewed Mr. Darien?

I did along with the agents in Montgomery County,

Maryland and Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

. Q.
A.
denied.
Q. Okay. Mr.
statements?
A. They did.
Q.
A. Yes, sir.

Did you make any attempt to interview Mr. Goodwin?

I attempted to interview Mr. Goodwin but he

MR. HUBBARD:

MR. WILLIAMS:

\

Darien and Mr. Wilson, they made

You will.

Ckay. We will be hearing from them?

Thank you. No further gquestions.

One question on recross.

RECROSS EXAMINATION
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BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. And the box which you say was in the trunk of Lee's
car’ --
A, It was.
Q. -— and it has a number which identifies it to the

gun, right?

A. It has numbers consistent with what type firearm
that is. Yes, sir.
Q. ‘Let me ask you if you will take this and tell me

what numbers you're looking at that identify it to the gun?
A. I say consistent. I didn't say identify it to the

gun. It's CzZ99.

Q. cz?

A. It's in the top corner.

Q. Cz2997

A. That's correct. That's consistent with the model

number that that gun is.

Q. And the numbers that are written here 97167, what is
that for? ﬂ |

A. I have no idea.

Q. Would you say that the nuﬁbers thattare written on

the top hand corner of the box, the ink matches the numbers
thap were written on the middle of the box?

A. That's correct.

Q. Does the box indicate é make and model?

\
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A. I think the make is the, or the model number is the
CZ99. |
Q. Is there anything about this box that indipates that
it was from like a gun store? From a Walmart?
A. On that box it also has some\writing on it.that says

15 round mag which would be consistent with magazine and then
new 15 round server so I don't know. It's consistent with

being from a gun store.

Q. And it's handwritten by an ink pen, isn't it?
A. That's correct.
Q. So there's nothing prefab about that box such as, I

don't know, a picture of a gun, who manufactures it, what have
you, 1s there?
A. No. It's CZ99. That's the only thing that's

consistent with that gun.

" Q. Do you know who wrote that on the box?
A. No, sir. I don't.
Q. Am I correct in saying that you're saying that this

gun was in this box?
A. I didn't say this gun was in that box.
Q. Are you saying -- You're using those numbers to
matcﬂ that up, right?
A. I said they're consistent.
Q. There wouldn't be a lot of room for packing in that

box, would there?
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1 / A, Probably puﬁ some in there. I could put some in

2 there I imagine.

3 | Q. Did you do any fingerprint analysis on this box?

4 A. No, sir. I did not. |

5 ‘ MR. éILLIAMS: That's'all Ilhave, Your Honor.

6 o MR. HUBBARD: No questions.

7 ' THE COURT: Step.down-subject to recall the

8 paptain. !

9 MR. HUEBARD: May we havé ten minutes? The next one
10 is gonna be a long one.

11 ~ THE COURT: Let's take a few minutes break. The
12 | next one is gonna be a little lengthy witness. Step to
13 - the jury room. .Don't discuss the case. |

14 | (Whereupbn, the jury entered the jury room at 9:55
15 a.m.) | |

16 S (Short break.)

17  - BAILIFF: All ;ise. Court come to order please.

18 THE éOURT: Y'all ready?

19 MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Your Honor.

20 MS. FULLER: Yes, Your Honor.

21 THE COURT: Al1l right; Bring them out.
22 (Whereupon, . the jury entered the courtroom at 10:10
23 a.m.)
24 THE.COURT: Call your next witness.

25 MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
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James Wilson.

Thereupon,

JAMES'CHRISTOPHER WILSON

after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,

MS. FULLER: Your Honor, permission to release one
of his wrists?

THE COURT: That's appropriate, as long as the
Sheriff is good with it, I'm good with it.
\ MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Whereupon, one wrist of the witness was released

from the handcuff.)

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. Please state your full name for the record.

Tidwells?

"A. James Christopher Wilson.

Q. Mr. Wilson, are you charged with armed robbery?

A. Yes. |

Q. Are you charged with bufglary in the first degree?

A. Yes.

Q.v Are yoﬁ charged with two counts of kidnapping the

A. Yes.

Q And are you charged Qith criminal cohspiracy? ;
A. Yes.

Q Are you being promised anything to be here today?
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No, ma'am. A

Any promises of leniency?

No, ma'am. ) : \
Any threats?

No, ma'am.

We're just gonna jump right into it. Back on March

8th of 2017 did YOu along with three individuals break into

the home of Danny and Lynda Tidwell?

A.

ﬁhat?

e

Q.

=0 ¥ 0o P 0

Yes, ma'am.:

‘Who did you commit these crimes with?

Abin Lee Lowman, Robert Goodwin, .Joshua ‘Darien and -

Showing you State's exhibit 64, who is this?
Abin Lee Lowman.

The fellow sitting at the defense table, who is

Abin Lee Lowmaﬁ.'

I show you State's Exhibit 63. Who is this?
Robert Goodwin.

Showing you State's Exhibit 65, who is this?
Joshua Darien.

Showing you State's Exhibit 66, who is this?
Myself.

You are wearing glasses in this photograph and

you're wearing glasses today, correct?
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Q.
giasses?

A.

Q.

A.

691

Yes, ma'am.
Did you always wear glasses?
Yes, ma'am.

Back on March 8th of 2017 were you wearing

Yes, ma'am.
Where are you from, Mr. Wilson?

Originally born or -- I was born in South America,

Guiana, South America and came to the United States when I was

nine.

X

oo o 0

Q.

Carolina?

A,

DO » O P O

Where did you live in the United States?
Maryland.

Is that where you've always lived?

Yes, ma'am.

Have you ever lived in South Cafolina?

No, ma'am;' |

Before March of 2017, ﬁave you been to Soutﬁ
No, ma'am.¢

Have you been to Saluda, South Carolina?
No, ma'am.

Back in March of 2017 how old were you?
22 years old.

Joshua Darien, where is he from?

Originally from South Carolina but lives in
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Maryland. A
Q. How long had he lived in Maryland?
Since he was 15.

How old was he back in March of 20177

= O B 2

18 years old.

Robert Goodwin, is he also from Maryland?
Yes, ma'am. | |

Abin Lee.Lowman; where is he from?

South Carolina. | '

Did you know Robert Goodwin from Maryland?
Yes, ma'am. |

How about Jéshua Darien?

Yes, ma'am.

~

Let's talk about Joshua. How long had you known

o ¥ 0o r 0 PO ? O

him?
A. From the time of the incident approximately about a
year.
Were you guys friends?
Yeah. Yes, ma'am.
Say your words lo;d for the record.
Yes, ma'am.
What about Robert Goodwin?

Associates.

How long had you known him?

> 0 wp 0O B O P O

Approximately a month.
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then?

20177

O P

Q.

o OPL0 O 0 or 0 B

693
Before March of 20177
Yeah. |
. So ‘that would be a little bit longer but back
Yes, ma'am.
And that's what you're referring to?
Yes, ma'am.
Did you meet hiﬁ in South Carolina or Maryland?
T met him in Maryland.
Abin Lee Lowman, what did you call ﬁim?
Lee.
Lee. How long had’you known him prior to March of

Approximatély one month. Month and a half.
Who did you meet him through?
I met him thfough Robert Goodwin.

Can you tell me whether or not there's any .

relationship between Abin Lee Lowman or I'll call him Lee and

Robert Goodwin?

A.

Q
A.
Q

Lee is a nephew or uncle.
So they were uncle/nephew relationship?
I believe so.

Everyone knows why we're here so let's start with,

we'll start from the top. Tell me about this plan. How did

we even get here?
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A. I met obviously Abin Lee -Lowman fhrough Robert
Goodwin. After a few times of encountering each‘other, he
asked me if I wanted to do a lick with him as weléall it.

Q. A what?

A, | A lick.

Q7 What's a lick?

A.. TIt's a robbery. ‘And'he'told me that he knew some

people that had drugs, jewélry and money.' He said it would be
something that I would be able toﬂdo and never look back
from. ‘ |
Q These people, did he tell you where these were?
A Where? |
Q.  Where would this lick take placé?
A It would happen-in Soutﬁ Caroliné.
Q.  You said ﬁevsaid you would never have tovlook back.
What did you take thatﬁto mean? | .
A. A substantial amount ofvmoney;
Q. How much money were you thinking?
MR. WILLIAMS: Objection., Speculation..
MS. FULLER: How much money was he thinking?
MR. WILLIAMS:‘ Withdraw that objectién fhén.
‘MS. FULLER: .That was the questibn.
THE COURT: That was the question. He didn't hear
you. Okay. Now you can answer the question.

BY THE WITNESS:
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A. It was anywhere from 300,000 to more.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. Do you recall when he mentioned this plan to you?

A. The exact date I wouldn't know. It was about a week
prior, a week or so prior to me coming down to South Carolina
though.

Q. So a week or so prior. You've known him about a
month at this point. So he mentiéned this plan to you. Did
he tell you when you wére going to carry out this plan?

A, At that time he mentioned there was no set date.

N
\

Q.. So describe the plan. Give me full details. How
were you supposed to carry‘this,out? ‘

_.A; _ The plan was to, uh, comé' to South Carolina. Uh,
Lowman would providelthe, uh, the rental car and the guns.
Uh, we were to have money for hotel, food, ana anything extra
and; uhm, he said he knew.where they lived and, uhm, pretty
much all we had to do would be to go in there and pretty much
rob them, tie them up, lay them down. Uh, I was to get the
codes. :

Q. Before we get there, we'li just stay in Maryland and
take it in order.

A. Oh, vyeah.

Q. So in Maryland the plan was to come down here. How

were you supposed to come down here?

A. He would bring us down here.
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Q. When you say bring you down here, how was he gonna
bring you down here?
A.' Drive us.
Q. So the plan was, can you tell me whether or not the

plan was to go in with guns or not?

A, Yes. Guns were always in the plan.

Q So the plan was to. commit an armed robbery?

A7 Yes, ma'am. |

Q What, if énything, were you supposedvto prepare in f

order to carry this out?

A. Uh, on our‘end we were just supposed,to'have'the
funds.
Q. And then on his end?

A. He was gonna supply the guns and the rental car that
was supposed to be used.
Q. Can you tell me whether or not you guys'planned to

go in with your faces covered?

A. Oh, yeah. Definitely.

Q. Dark clothes?-

A. Definitély dark clothing, faces covered.

Q. And that was all discussed in Maryland?

A. Uh, vyeah.

Q. Back in Maryland who was involved in this
discﬁssion?

A. Just Mr. Lowman and myself.
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Q.. Now, we mentioned that you committed this with
Lowman, GoodWin, yourself and Darien. How did‘Joshua Darien
get involved?

A. Josh got involved with me by myself. I bsought it

to Josh's attention about the opportunity so...

0. And this was after speaking with Lowman?

A. After speaking with Lowman.

Q. Did you give him the full details of the plan?

A. I did.

Q. What did you teil him the plan was?

A. I told him that there was a substantial aﬁount of

money involved and that, uh, it was pretty much a robbery that
we were gonna go to Soutthafolina and commit. It kind-of
took three days to deliberate whether we wénted to do it or
not. Kind bf weighed out the .good and the bad. We went ahead
and decided that we were gonna go ahead and do it.

Q. And you said that there was a substantial_amount of
monéy involved. Was the plan to go steal cash? |

A. The_plan was -- This is how it was explained to me.
It was explained to me that they_were-drug dealers that owned
a jewelry store that was a front for the drugs and there was
gonna be cash, drugs and jewelry invoived all in one.

Q. Did he give you the namés of the individuals who the
drug dealers were supposed to be?

A, At the time he just told me Tidwell. Tidwell
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Jewelers. He didn't give me actual first names.

Q. So when you were in Maryland, -you discussed the plan
that the Tidwells were drug dealers?

A. Yes.

Q. And he wa;\going to bring you down here to rob some
drug dealers? |

A. Yes, ma'am. ] . .

Q. You mentioned Goodwin is involved. Was he involved
in the initial plan in Maryland?

A. No, ma'am. \

Q. . We'll get to that a litfle‘later. You said that he

discussed this plan with you a week before you came down here.
When did you come down hére?

A. ‘Uh, I came down here on the 1lst but we left Tuesday
night so it would be February 28th we left. We got here
Wednesday.

Q. So I notice you're looking down at what we have
ﬁarked as State's 92 which is a calendar to help refresh your
memory. So you indicated on the 1sté

Yes,(ma'am,
- And who came down here with you?

Me, Josh, and Lee.

Who was driving?

Mr. Lowman. Well, we all took turns driving.

You said --

(O =T OX - & {J>‘
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A. Wé all took turns driving. Mr. Lowman drove
first. ’

Q. Whose car was it?

A. Mr. Lowman's. \

Q. And the week prior do you know whether or not he was
in Maryland the entire time for that week?

A. | He was not. He came to Maryland on the ZSth and we
left on the 28th, February 28th that is.

Q. Can you repeat that?

A. He came to Maryland on February 28th and we left on
February 28th.

Q. So on the same day that he came up there‘he said thé

(
plan was a go? Or how did that happen that the same day he
came back you guys decided to leave?

A. We met him, me and, uh, Josh met him at the

'McDonald's on-Cassat Boulevard in Maryland and, uh, we

discussed the situation. We discussed that we thought about
it and that we would, we were willing to give it '‘a go and he

said, well, you guys go ahead and packed and we leave

. tonight.
Q. So you packed. What did you pack?
A. Uh, nothing but necessary stuff. Maybe I think a
‘change of clothes and that's it. Just some cash money.
Q. Did you pack a bag with you?-
A. No. It wasn't a bag. It was like a throw over.
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1 Q. What's a throw over? Like a duffel bag?
2 MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to leading.
3 THE'COURT: I'm gonna allo& that one.
4 BY THE WITNESS: | |
5 , A. Uh, it's not a - smaller than a duffel\bag.
6 BY MS. FULLER:
7 Q. Okay. ‘But something you can put “your items in?
8 - A, Yes. |
9 Q. And yoﬁ‘Said you had caéh. Did you have your wallet
10 with you? |
11 A. Yes, ma'am. .
12 Q.  And you got in his vehicle and you came down here?
13 A. Yes, ﬁa'am. |
14 Q. What happened when you came down here? _
15 A. Uh, we got toiéouth Carolina. Did a lot of going to.
16 car loté. That's the first day. That's what we did almost
17 all day; We went’to car lots and,'uhm, that first day he took
.13 . us to a house that he believéd was Mr. and Mrs. Tidwells'
19  house but it wasn't the right address.
20 Q. | Where was this house located?
21 A. I believe in Johnston, South Carolina.
22 Q. You said this was on what day?
23 A. This was on March 1st. i
24 Q. So as soon as you guys got down here you started
25 looking for them? |
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A. Later on that day. Later on that night. Yes,
ma'am.
Q. How long were you planning to be in South
Carolina?
A, We were supposed to be here Wednesday, Thursday, do

the robbery on Friday and be back by Saturday.

Q. At what point did Goodwin get into the piéture?

A. Uh, Goodwin got into the picture on Thursday
morning. Uh, Wednesday night we, uh, spent the‘night at the,
uh, Econo Lodge in Aiken and Goodwin got in the picture the
next morning. He was never originally, he was never supposed
to be part of the plan. The next morning he showed up with

Abin Lee Lowman and, uh, he came and that's Thursday, March
!

2nd. '

Q. ~ Thursday, March 2nd?

A. Yeah.

Q. So you said you're at the Econo Lodge in Aiken?

A. Yes, ma'am; |

0. So did Lee stay with you that night?

A. No. He did‘ﬁbt.

Q. Just to be clear. At that point what did you guys
do?

AL Uh, we, uhm, did some car searching, riding around

car lots.

Q. What were you searching for cars for?
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1 A. Uh, I believe Mr. Lowman said that he was looking
2 for a car for his mom.
3 Q. Okay.
4 A., And, uhm, later on when it got to be about 5:30 we
5 headed to Johnston, South Carolina. And there's a gas station
o across the street from the Tidwell Jewelry Store.
7 | Q. Let me show ydu anraerial: Looking at State's
8 Exhibit 3, I'll let you orient yourself. I'm not sﬁre if you
9 recognize this, but do you recognize this aerial?
10 - A, Yés, ma'am. - -
11 AQ. And how do you recognizé it?
12 . A. Uh, that'é the gas station. That's the parking lot
13 and that's Tidwell Jewelers. |
14 - - Q. So for the jury you said you parked at a gas
15 station. Which gas station? | |
16 - A. This gas station right here.
17 o Q. And what- was the purpose of parking at that gas
- 18 station? |
19 | A, Ffom that gas station we ﬁould see clearly-to the“
20 Tidwell Jewelry Store with little or no obstruction in
21 between.
22 Q. While you were sitting there what were you guys
23 ééing?
24 A. We were waiting for Mr. and Mrs. Tidweli to come out

25 of the store. They would close about 6:00 I believe.
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Q. And then they leave a short time later?

A.  They leave about 6:30. They walk out to their car.
Their car is parked in the middle. From there we could, like
I said, the day before we went to the wrong address so we
didn't know where they lived at at that point.

Q. Let me stop you there. Youl!re saying when Lee came

" to Maryland, he didn't know --
A. He said he knew but the address that we went to the
- first day-was an incorrect address.

Q. I'm tracking. So at this point you're watching them
to do what? s

A. To follow them to get the .correct address: -

Q. Take me through that‘firét day. You're talking
about Thursday the 2nd. Do you follow them that day?

A. Yes, ma'amnm.

Q.  What route do you take?

A. They comé out of the store. They come over here,
make a left on this road. I'm not sure what road it is.

Q.' You said you're not sure what road it is becausé you

have never been here before?

A. No. Never been. Make a left. They make a left.
We pulled out of the gas station ana we followéd them, stayed
about three cars behind them but 6n this day we were in an
Impala.

Q. An Impala. Is that what you guys drove down in?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So on Thursday, March 2nd you follow them. Where
did that take you?
A. That took us to the golf course. I'm not sure of

s

the name of the road but it's a golf course on that road, we
drive down that about 15 minutes.

Q. Just to be clear, when you say-that road, you're
talking about this road?

A, Yes, ma'am. Straight down there.

Q. Are you sayiﬁg you could takg this straight to the

golf course?

A. Straight to the golf course.
Q. Then what happens on that day?
A. Uhm, they take, they go into the golf course. We

aséumed that where they went is where they lived but as we
turned around theykwere coming back out and theﬁ they drove to
the entrance of the golf course so we, we kind of figured
that's the general area of where they lived at but we didn't
know the exact house. | |

Q. I have a couple questions about, this. Were all four

of you guys in the car at that time?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Who was driving?

A. Lee.

Q And Goodwin, he was in the car?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So is this when he became part of the plan?
A. Goodwin was the first one to address the fact that
the Tidwells came out of the jewelry store. See, I never knew

he wasva.part‘of the plan until that moment and I didn't know

\

he knew anything about it until that moment.

Q. When you saw him at the Econo Lodge in Aiken, what

were you thinking?

A. He was aiready down here so I wasn't really thinking

too much about it.

Q. Let me ask you this: The last time you saw Goodwin

was where, in Maryland?

A. In Maryland but I knew that he left Maryland and

came to South Carolina so I didn't know.

Q. Sodyou said the first one to address him.

our.lingo is a little different down here so I want to make

. sure we understand what you're saying?

A. As the Tidwells Walked out of the jewelry store,

Goodwin was the first one to identify them so the speak.

4

I think

¢

Q. You were pointing. You stopped kind of right there

in the middle. What were you'stopping at?

A, The car.

What kind of car was 1it?

Q
A. A Yukon GMC.
Q

How do you know that?
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A. It was at the hoﬁse. I meén;»that‘s the car we
followed. That's the car they entered into.r'
Q. And you stopped at that parking spot. Did you see
them.in that parking spot?
| A. That's the exact parkingrSpot they were parked iﬁ
_‘every day. |
Q. And you‘sa;d Goodwin pointed'thém out when-they
w&lked out of the store? |
| A. Yes, ma'am,. ]
Q. Sd.another‘folloﬁ up qﬁestion{ You folléwﬂthem in.
Now you see the%. vAf this pointfare you still thinking "
they're drug dealers? - | | |
A,! Uhm, I always had my doubts to be honest with you
-but greed and béing naive .led me on.
Q. So I'm'gonna show you State's Exhibit l.; Do you
gecognize fhis? ’ ‘
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. How do you recogﬁize it?
A. It's the éolf course where Mr. and Mrs. Tidwell
. resided. ‘ |
Q. You described them turning in so I'm gonna ask you

to explain to the jury what you mean. What did-you see?  Can
you orient yourself? N

A. I'm trying to.

Q. Okay.
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A. As we came down this road £hey turned in right
here.
Q. Okay.
A. And they went to the back, all the way to the back.

The first day we didn't go back there though. We just
observed them turn that way.

Q. Okay. And then you said they came back out?

A. Yeah. We turned around further down this road
there,'tufned‘back around and as we were coming back because
we pretty much at this point we narrowed it down to that they
lived in this area they were pulling back out and, uhm, they
turned into 'this, to the actual golf course, the main entrance
and, uhm, we didn't-really_think much of it. We thought Mr.
Tidwell ﬁas going to play;golf. The Masters was .going on and
there was a lot of activity going on at the golf course so we
just kept going for the day.

Q. - So that was it for following them on March 2nd,

Thursday, March 2nd?

A. That's right.

Q Again, who was driving the car?

A Abin Lee.

Q. Where did you go after that, do you recall?

A Uh, after that the Impala was I believe actually his

nephew's car.

Q. Goodwin the nephew?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. No. No. No. Anofher nephew. And he had the Qrand
Marquis that I'm ﬁsed to'seeing Mr. Lowman in. | i

Q. So let me show you a photograph, State's Exhibit 69.
Do you recognize this? |

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And what is this?

Afl That's the Grénd Mafquis.

Q. And so you said, you can-pick up from where you
were. You said you got into thé.Grand Marqdis.

A. Yeah. We got into the Grand Marquis and spent the
night in Ridge Spring.

Q. SpeakAup into\the mic so everyoﬁe can hear you. - So
you said you spent the nigHt in Ridge'Spring?'

| A. Yes, ma'am. -

Q. - Did anything else happen that day? You just stayed
in the car? -

A. Just stayed in the car the rest‘of‘that night,
Thursday.

Q. So then let's take us to Friday, March 3rd. That

morning are you still in Ridge Spring?

A. Yes, mé'am.

Q What happens that morning-?
A. Uh, we get pulled>over.

Q Who was driving?

A. Uh, Abin Lee.
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Who was in the car-?

Myself, Goodwin, Darien and Mr. Lowman.
Did you encounter law enforcement?

Yes. I did.

Did you provide your identification?

“Yes. I did.

'Do you see the officer in the courtroom you gave

your identification to?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
recognize

A.

T O 0 ® O

Q.
last time

A.

Q.

A.
/

Yes. I do.
Who was 1t?

Mr. -- I'm not sure of his last name.

'I'm showing you State's Exhibit 78. Do you

this?

Yes, ma'am.

What.is this?

That's my ID.

Is this what you showed him?

Yes, ma'am.

And this isvan ID and not a driver's.license;
Yés, ma'am. |
When is the last time you saw this ID? When is the
you had it in your possession?

March 8th or March 7th.

Where did you leave it?

I left it in Mr. Lowman's car.
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Q. Did everyone give their ID that day?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And you guys left? You guys were able to leave?
A.‘ Yes, ma'am.
Q. Who drove away? -
- A. Joshua did.
.QL :Why did Josh drive away? {
AL Mr. Lowman's license was suspended I believe.
Q. Sobon this day, now we'rern March 3rd, where do you
go?' N
A. We, uh, we go to - we go - wé go back to Johnston, I
© believe. I believé at the time Mr. iowman goes in and buys a
ring. | | {
Q. Okay. I'm gonna ask you to keep your voice up so

everYoﬂé hears you. So you go back to Johnston?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q; You were péinting down here, that's why I'm picking
it up. Is this where you go back to?
Yes, ma'am.
Where do you park?

We park in front of the library.

(G- O [I>‘

I'm not sure where the library is. .I'll ask you to
point it out for the jury.
A. (Witness complies.) We park on this side right

here. -

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU.00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10°

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

711

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

711

0. And that's still across from Tidwell Jewelers?

A. Yeah. Tidwell Jewelers is right here.

Q. What, if anything, are you doing there on March 3rd?

A. Mr. Lowman went and bought a ring and Josh went in
there wifh him. I'stayed in the car as well as Goodwin.

Q. Why did Josh go in?

A. I have no idea to be honest with you. Just being
.curious.

Q. You say Lowman goes in?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q; | Do you remember how long they were inside the
store?

A Approximately maybe 15, 20 minutes.

Q. And their only purpose was to go buy that ring that

day?
MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to leading.
THE COURT: Sustained.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. What was the purpose?
A. The purpose was to, it was, one, to look around the
store. Two, to try to see if we could get a better

understanding of the exact location of the address.

Q. Do you know if that happened?
A. I believe it did.
Q. What did you guys find out?
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A. Uh, we found out that they actually owned a house on
the golf course. We still did not know the exact address but
we were a hundred percent sure at this point ﬁhat it was on
the golf course.‘ |

Q. So as to March 3rd, on Friday, March 3rd Lee and-

Josh were able to come out of the store that day with

information on exactly what area the Tidwells reside?

'

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. = So what do you guys do now with that information?
A. We, uh, we —- Well, he bought a ring so now we know.

Now we just have to go figure out what house it is. So it was

Friday. Friday was supposed to be the deadline, or the

original deadline but it's now Friday and nothing has come

about so, uhm, we kind of figured we were going to delay for
the weekend and try the next weekend.
Q. . So there was nothing goi;g on on the weekend?
A. Uhm, we went to - we went to - we WQHt and got a
hotel room in Aiken Knights Inn.
And who got that hotel room?
Mr. Lowman did.
What hotel Was that?f
'Knights Inn. Three nights.

For how long?

Three nights.

© » o PO PO

So looking at this calendar Mr. Lowman got you guys
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a hotelfroom fbr three nights so that would be March 3rd,
March 4th and March 5th§

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And who stayed there?

A. Myself, Lowman, Goodwin and Darien.

Q. Now this ring that he bought, what, if anything,
happened with this ring?

A. He went to visit his girlfriend and I believe he
gave it to her. She came back to the Knights Inn with us.

Q. She stayed there with you?

A. She did not stay-that night. She ended up leaving
but she was there for --

Q. So you were able to meet acquaintances and family

members of?

A. One.  That's it. That's the only one. I met.

Q. Do you know where you ﬁet her?

A. Uh, I met her in Augusta.

Q. Do you remember who she is?

A. She's sitting right there in the courtroom in the
_back.

Q. In this courtroom?

A. Yeah. Sitting right there-

Q. So you gé to Augusta on the 3rd?

A. Yes, ma'am. —

Q. and he gives her that ring?
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A. I did not see him actually exéhange but that was the
point of buying the ring so I believe he did.
Q. Do you remember what part of Augusta you went to?
A. Uhm, I'm not sure.
Q. Okay. So you're at the Knights Inn the 3rd and the

"~ 4th. What, if anything, did you do on the 4th?

A. Uhm, the 4th, it was, as a matter of fact, that

night, Friday night, again we followed, we went back to

Johnston and followed them again and, uhm, came up with the

same outcome. Could not find the ;ocaﬁion.

QL Why was it the same outcome?

A.- It's a lot of - it's not a-iot of houses back there
but there's a broad,rénge of houses. We did not want to
actually follow them straight to_their house, not literally

follow behind them so every time they went into the golf

2course we kind of fell back.

Q. Did they go in the same way each time?
A. Uh, after work they normally took the same route.
Q. And they turned into the second entrance and- then

come out and go into the first entrance?

A. Yes, ma 'am.

Q. On Sunday March 5th, what, if.anything, did you guys
do?

A. Uhm, On Sunday -- Sunday, Sunday, Sunday...

Q. Let me ask you this: What, if anything, did you
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guys to do prepare for this robbery?

A. Uhm, I believe that the gun was bought on the --

Q. You mentioned a gun. What kind of gun?

A. It's a nine millimeter.

Q. Where did you purchase ——\Or, weil, who purchased
that gun?

A. Mr. Lowman did.

Q. Where was it purchased?

A. It was purchased out of the classified ads in the
newspapér but we drove to, I_believe, Spartanburg or
Greenville to buy it.

Q. , Okay. So let's break that down. Where did he find
the gun? |

A. In the classified ads in the newspaper. It's a
newspaper where they sell guns.

Q. How did he make contact with the seller?

A, Uh, I believe that his girl called them at firsﬁ and
then he ended up calling them. | ‘

Q. And then from there was a plan develcped to meet up
with the seller? |

A. Yeah.' We met up with them that night and we bought

the gun from him.

Q. You mentioned it was out of Spartanburg or
Greenville?
A. Yeah. It was about two hours away from --

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. Two miles?
A. Two hours.
MR. WILLIAMS: . Objection to ﬁhe leading.
THE COURT: I don't think she was leading him but be
careful. |
BY THE WITNESS:
A. It's about two hours away %rom Aiken where we were
at.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q Do yoﬁ know who he purchased this gun from?
A. I do not know‘the name of the guy.
Q Do you remember what he looked like?
A A white guy, kind of heavy set. He drove a white

pickup truck.

Q. He drove a what_kind Qf.piékup truck?

A. A white pickup truck. I'm not sure of the exact
kind.

Q.  So you saw his vehicle. Can you tell me whether or

not you went into a store to purchase this?
A. No. It was in a parkiﬁg lot.
In a random parking lot?
It was like a mall parking lot or somethiﬁg.

Q
A
Q. Did you interact with this guy?
A No. I did not. ’ |
Q

He didn't speak to you guys?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABRIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. No. He didn't speak to us. Only one person got out
vof the car.

Q. And he didn't see you guys in the car?

A. The'éar has pretty.dark tint so it would be hard to
see anybody else in there. |

Q. Who else was with you guys when he.purchased, Qhen
Lee purchased, was it just you and him?

A, No. It was all of us going, Goodwin, Darien and
mysélf.

Q. I'm going to éhow you State;s_Exhibit 8l. You
probably havé not seen this but I'm gonna -ask you if you
recognize this? -

A. That's the box the gun was purchased .in.

0. How do you know this was the box the gun was
pgrchéséd in? o |

A, That's -the box it came in. I was in the car that
night.

. Q. Can you describe what the gun looked like?

A. .It's, uhm, camouflaged color, nine millimeter.

Q. Do you remember what brand, what kind of gun?

.A. It's a Zastava. Itfs not, not an American brand. I

believe it's a Zastava.

Q. ~ Do you recognize this?
A. . Yes, ma'am.
Q. What is this?

STATE OF $.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A.

Q.

clip.
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~either, I
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That's the gun.

Thisbis the gun that Lee purchased --
Yes, ma'am. |

-- in either Spartanburg or Greenville?

Yes, ma'am. -

" Let's talk about the clip for the gun. Was this

with the gun?
Yes, ma'am. It came with it.
One came with 1t?

Two came with it, a 16 round clip and a 10 round

We only have one. Where is the second one?

I dropped the second one.

_ Whé;e did youvdrop it

In a field on the golf course.
When did ybu do that?,
Uhm, looking for the house. I believe I did that on

believe it was. the 4th. We were looking for the

house going through the neighborhood and I dropped it.

Q.

So after you purchased the gun, you had the gun with

you when you went to the golf course?

A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

And if you don't remember exact dates, that's fine.

I just have the calendar there to assist you.

A.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Did the gun come with ammunition?

No, ma'am.

When did it get ammunition?

Uh, I believe it was purchasedlthe next day.

Who purchased the ammunition for the gun?

.Mr. Lowman.

Were you with him when he purchased it?

I was in the car with him. I did not go into the

store with him. ' \

Q.
- purchased?

A.

Q.

Q
A.
Q
A

Take me through that day. Where was the ammunition

It was purchased in North Augusta.

“Where?

' In Walmart, North Augusta.

Did you see the ammunition?
Yes, ma'am.

Can you tell me whether or not you went to more than

one Walmart?

A.

>0 » 0

We were to two Walmarts that day.

Where is the first one?

Aiken.

What did you guys go the first Wélmart for?

The first Walmart we went there originally to get

the bulléts from there but we all went to the store so instead

of getting bullets we just bought the walkie-talkies and some

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABRIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 dark wear, dark outfiﬁs to go into the house with.

2 Q. I saw your head nod down here.- This is State's

3 Exhibit 77.>'Is this the walkie-talkie? !

i 4 A That's one of them. ’

5 9) ‘How many did you.purchaseé : ‘
6 A. It was fou; of them. ' .

7 Q Well, we only have one in evidence. What happened ﬁ
8 to the other three? .

9 A Could ﬁot>tell you.

1Q Q But you'wefe preseﬁt when fhis was purchased? -
ll_‘l. A Yes, ma'am. |

12 Q This was at the Walmart in Aiken? 1
13 A Yes, ma'am.

14 Q And you said you purchased dark élothing?

15 A. Yes, ma'am.

16 Q Why did you do that?

17 A Robbefy. To commi£ fhe robbery with. .

18 Q Did everyone purchase items that day? .

19 A Myself and Joéhua did.
20 0 I'm going to show you some photographs.

21 MS. FULLER: Without objection?
22 MR, WILLIAMS: 1If he identifies them.

23 BY MS. FULLER:" .
24 Q. Looking at State's 102, do you recognize this?.
25 | A. Yes, ma'am.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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721
Who.is this?
Josh.
Where is he? o /
I believe that's in Aiken.
RAiken. What store?
Walmart.
-Looking at State's 103, who is this?
That's Goodwin.
. Where is he?
Aiken, Walmart.
What date was this?
The 6th.
So that's on Monday the 6th?
Yes, Qg'am.
Who is this?
That's Lowman.
What is he wearing?
Work clothes.
Was he going to work that day?
No, ma'am. He always wore work clothés.
What do you mean he always wore work clothes?
Always wore work clothes. He élways has on a work

jacket and overalls.

Q.

A.

Even when he comes to Maryland?

Yes, ma'am.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU-00123
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1 Q. This is State's 104. What day was ~this?

2 A. The 6th.

3 Q. Looking at State's 105, who is this?

4 A. Myself. \

5 Q. - You have a bag in your hand?

6 A. Yeah, containing the dark clothing.

7 Q. Looking at State's 106, what do you see hefe?

8 A. That's everybody. Lowman, Darien, Goodwin and

9 myself. |

10 Q. Where are you guys?

11 | A, In Walmart in Aiken.

12 ' MS. FULLER: At this time, Your Honor, the State
13 seeks to move State's Exhibits 102, 103, 104, 105, 106
14 into evidence.
15 MR. WILLIAMS: Withou£ objection, Your Honor.

16 - THE COURT: State's 102, 103, 104, 105, 106 without
17 objectiqn.

18 BY MS. FULLER:
19 AQ. I'm going to publish State's 102. Who did you say’
20 | this is?
21 A. Josh.
22 0. At the Walmart in Aiken? -
23 A. That's right.
24 Q Publishing 103. Who did you say this was?
25 A Goodwin.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Yes, ma'am.
J

Yes, ma'am.

Communication.

Looking at 104.

> O » O P 0O F O » O

Aiken.
His work clothes.

No, ma'am.

LGOI - 2 ©)

work?

No, ma'am.

Yes, ma'am.

No. There is not.

Looking at 105.

That's myself.

LOT A S R

106.

At the Walmart in Aiken?

What's wrong with cell phones?

o

This is where you purchased the walkie-talkies?

What was the purpose of the walkie-talkies?

The service in Saluda is pretty bad.

Yes, mafam. That's Lowman in the Walmart in
And you identified what he was wearing?

"And he didn't go to work this day?

The times he came to Maryland was he gding to

And you saw him in his work clothes?

Is there an Amick's Farm in Maryland?

723

723
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1 A. >Thét's all of us.
2 Q. When you say all of us, this is Lowman, Goodwin,
3. yourself and Darien?
4 A. Yes, ma'am.
5 Q. I'm going to show you a few more exhibits. You
6 mentioned you went tora second Walmart in North Augusta or in
7 . Augusta. State's Exhibit 93,-do>you remembef recognize
8 ,this? |
9 A. That's Lowman.
10. Q. And where is he?
11 ‘A. At Walmart, North Augusta.b_
12 Q.V And whére were you? -
13 A. In the car.
14 Q. Looking at State's 94, who is this?
15 ~ A, Théﬁ‘s Josh.
16 Q. And where is he?
17 A. At Walmart -in North Augusta.
18 Q. Now, you testified that thag's where the ammunitioﬁ
19 was‘purchased?
20 A. Yes, ma'am.
21 | Q. Did Josh purchase the ammunition?
22 A. No. He did not.
23 : MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to that, Your Honor.
24 Speculation.
25 . MS. FULLER: That's not speculation.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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THE COURT: Reask the question. . If he knows.

MS. FULLER: He answered. Do you want me to ask him

again?

THE COURT: Yes. I didn't hear his answer over the

objection. If he has knowledge and can answer the

question, then the objection will be overruled.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q
A.
Q
A

BY MS.

=T O - O A &

- ORI I - @

Did Josh purchase the ammunition?

No. He did not.

Do you know what he was doing in Walmart?
No. I believe he bought some food.

MR. WILLIAMS: Objection. Speculation.

FULLER:

Did you see the food?

He came out with bags of it.

Looking at 95..

~

That's Lowman.

And this is iﬂ Walmart?
Yes, ma'am.

967

That's Lowman.
{Indicating.)

That's Lowman.

That was 97. 987

That's the car, the Grand Marquis.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-0011l6 THRU 00123
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Who's driving?

Lee Lowman is driving.
And where were you guys?
We were in the car..
You're all in the car?
Yes, ma'am..

997

oo op O @ o0 r O

That's the car again.
1007
M;; LoWﬁan.
" He has-a bag in his hand. What's that?
That's the ammunition.

Did you see it?

- ol A ol &

Yes, ma'am.

1017

= 0

Mr. Lowman again.
MS. FULLER: I would like to move these into
evidence.

MR. WILLiAMS: Your Honor, I'm goiﬁg to object to
the following exhibits for lack of foundation. That's.
95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100 and 101.

THE COURT: Let me see them.
MS. FULLER: (Proffering.)
(Side bar off the record.)

/

BY MS. FULLER:
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Q.

We'll take them one by one again.

is this photo taken?

"A.

STATE OF S.C. VS.

» 0 ¥ 0O ® O ¥ O » O »r O ¥ O »P ©O '? O ? © ? O

At Walmart in North Augusta.
What day?

On the 6th.

And this is Lowman-?

Yes.

Looking at 94, who is this?
Josh.

Day?

6th.

Walmart?

Walmart.

Where?

North Augusﬁa.

9572

Mr. Lowman.

Where?

At the cash register at Walmart.
What day?

The 6th. March 6th.

Did you say North Augusta?
North Augusta.

967

Mr. Lowman at the cash register.

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E.
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0. Where?

‘A. North Augusta.

Q. What day?

A. On the 6th.

Q. 977

A. Mr. Lowman.

Q. Where? |

A. 1North Augusta, Walmaft, thé 6th.

Q. I'm sorry. 2017, righf?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. 9872

A. The car.' Evérybédy in the car.

0. Whefe?

A. Walmart, North Augusta, the 6th.

Q. You're picking up my rhythm.

A: Yeah.

Q. 9972

A. The car, Walmart, North Augusta,; the 6th.

Q. March 6th?

A. Yeah. March 6th.

Q. Okay. 1007

A. Mr. Lowman coming out of the Walmart,'North Augusta
on the 6th.

0. What's ﬁe coming out with?

A. A bag which is the ammunition.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. And that's the bullets that were in the gun?
A. Yes, ma'am. |
Q. 1017
A. Mr. Lowman, Walmart on the‘éth; North Augusta.
MR. WILLIAMS: I have no’objection to the
introduction of the items. I would move to strike one

statement that was made about fitting in the gun because

it wasn't a question I don't believe. |

'.THE.COURT: What statement?

MR. WILLIAMS: Move to strike the statement in the
gun because he was describing a;bag and.the purchaée of
items.:

_THE COURT: 'Okay.' I thought his answer -- I didn't.
hear that statement bﬁt buying-the»ammo fhaf}s in the |
bag. 1If.he ﬁéde a comment regarding'the gun,vthat wouid
be stricken aﬁd disregard it. Otherwise 93, 94, 95, 96,
g7, 98, 99, 100 and 101 are admitted.

MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MS. FULLER:

0. The ammuﬁition that was purchaséd in Walmart at
North Augusta, can you tell me whether or not that's the same
ammunition‘thatvwas in the gun, the Zastava?

AL It'was.'
MS. FULLER: Publishing the exhibits now, Your

Honor.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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THE COURT: Certainly.

BY MS. FULLER:

> 0 ® ©O » O B O B O B O

937 g

-Mr. Lowman, Walmart, the 6th, North Augusta.

(Indicating.)

Joshua,. Wélmart, March 6th, North Augusta.

And that was 94. 952

Lowman, Walmart, North Augusta on the 6th.

967

Lowman, Walmart, North Augusta, March 6th.

9772

Lowman, North Augusta, Walmart on: the 6th.

What is he wearing?

730

Blue jeans, regular clothes. I never seen him wear

sneakers though, I don't think. He always wears boots and

regular coat.

Q.

o ® o » O B O P

(Indicating.)

_The car at Walmart on the 6th.._

And ‘this is exhibit 98.

Ndfth Augusta.

. And that's the car all of you guys~wefe.in?'

" Yes,; ma'am.

997
The car, Walmart, North Augusta on the 6th.

1007
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A. Mr. Lowman, Walmart, North Augusta on the 6th.

Q. What is he carrying? R

A. A bag of bullets.

Q. And 1017

A. Mr. Lowman coming out of Walmart, North Augusta on
the 6th.

Q. This is the caf? \

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. State's Exhibit 69, what is this?

A. Grand Marquis.

Q. And State's Exhibit 985

A. Same car, Grand Marquis.

Q. And you testified that you were ih this car on March
2nd?

A. ° Yes, ma'am.

Q. Now, we know it's not the same éar you came down in.

ﬁid you ever switch cars again?

A. No, ma‘%m.

Q.A On the day of the home invasion can you tell me what
car you were driving?

A. The Grand Marquis.

Q. And on the day of the home invasion can you tell me
whether or nof”Lee Lowman was dfiving that car?

A. He was.

Q. Showing you State's Exhibit 31 and 32, let you

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 orient yourself and. ask you do you recognize this?
2 A. Yes, ma'am.
3 Q. Where is it?
4 A. That's the entrance to the back of the golf course.
5 - That's the white‘housé there in the front.
6 Q. What, 1if anything, else do you see in this
7 photograph? :
8 Aa. The Grand Marquis. I'm in it.
9 Q. Yoﬁ're in this car?.
10} A. ‘Yes, ma'am.
11 Q. How do you know? : y-
12‘ A. Because I'm élways in it.. I'm always 1in the car.
13 Q. Did“YOU ever- have another car?,
14 A.  No, ma'am.
15 Q. Who else was in this‘car on this -- Let me ask you
.‘16 this. Hold on. Do you see a date there?
17‘ A. . Yes, ma'am.
18 Q. What day was this?
19 - A. 3/7/2017.
20. ’ Q. Who was in the car with you on this day at the golf
21 course on March 7th, 20177
22 . A. Lee Lowman, Goodwin, Darien and myself.
23 Q. After the ammunition was purchased, who put the
24 ammunition in the gun?
25 A. I loaded a clip and I believe Joshua.loaded a

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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clip.

Q. Can you tell me whether or not the gun was fully
loaded?.

A. Definitely it was.

Q. .Can you tell me whether or not you tested the gun?

A. Yeah.

Q. Go ahead and tell the jury about that.

A. Uhm, I'm not sure on what road it was. 1It's a long

back street in Saluda. We were driving in the car with the

gun, open the window, fired it. I fired it twice. Josh fired
it. Goodwin fired it.

Q.  Who wasvdriving when you guys tested the gun?

A Lowman.

Q. And in what caf?

A The Grand Marquis.

Q. Can you tell me whether or not you would be
surprised if we found d spent casing in the car?

A. I wouldn't.

Q. You testified earlier that you guys purchased nine

millimeter. You testified earlier that the gun was a nine

millimeter. I'm ask you do you.recognize this box?
A. Yes, ma'am. That's the box of bullets.
Q. How do you know that this is the box of bullets?
A. That's the bullets bought at Walmart in North |
‘Augusta.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q.

A.

Q.

734

The box of bullets that who purchased?
Mr. Lowman purchased.

Can you tell me whether or not you would you be

surprised if I told you we found that box of bullets in

Mr. Lowman's car?

A.

Q.

bullets?

A.

Q.

A.

Tidwells.

Q.

A.

Q.

that day.

A.
to be in
we still

it's one

I wouldn't be . surprised.

Do you remember when you last saw that box of
.

Yeah.

Do you remember when you last saw it?

Yes, ma'am. When I was in the car going to the

Let's now get to the day of the incident.

Yes, ma'am.

It all started, we're on March 7th. Take me through

Uhm, that night, the whole plan was for me and Josh

the house before Mr.
N

did not know exactly what house it is but now we know

and Mrs. Tidwell got there but

of the houses in the front of the golf course so we

found a road back over there.

Q.

you and speak up a little bit.

house?

A.

I'm gonna ask you to slow down so we can all hear

How did you narrow down the

Because Mr. Tidwell goes to the front everyday so we

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND,

2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

735

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

735

figured that he doesn't live in the back. He has to live in
the fronf. So we noticedrthree houses up there and we just
had to figure out which one it is. So around maybe 4:00 or
4:30, 5:00ish we go to the neighborhood and it's me, GoodWin,
Josh and Lowman and we got the walkie-talkies, we got the gun,
he drops us off right there and me and Josh make our way to
these three houses to figure out which one of the hoﬁseé is
the Tidwells: Uh, it just so happens that the first house we

apprcocach they had these big windows in the back.

Q. You said what kind of windows?
A. Big windows. Big windows. No curtains. You can
look into the house. When we looked into the house, it was a

K

Tidwell Jewelers jacket on one of the chairs at the dining set

that was back there.

Q. Who was with you when you noticed the jacket?

A, Josh and myself. |

Q. Where was Goodwin?

A. They were in the car.

Q. 'I'm going to show you State's Exhibit 11. You said
you narrowed it down to three houses. Do you see them un thi;
exhibit?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Which house did you determine was the Tidwells?

A. This one right here.

Q You said that's the first house you went to?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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-

Yes, ma'am.
You mentioned windows.
The windows on the back.

Did you guys walk from the front or the back?

=0 r 0

We walked from the back. There's a path that you
use. It's.a goif course path that has different pathways.

Q. Looking at_State's Exhibit 1, whatxpath did you
use? |

A. It comes from right here and runs all the way down.
There's a path that comes around here. . There‘s a regular golf
path that dblfers use when they're golfing and leads straight
to Mr. and Mrs. Tidwells' house.

Q. Can you tell me w%ether or not you were in the
,Meréury?

- THE éOURT: Hang on. Hang on, Ms. Radlein. He's
speaking softly. I can barely hear him. Mr. Williams
and Mr. Hubbard are not able to hear, so I'm concerned
that the jury can't hear him so come back over here in
front of me. You being in front of me doesn't bother me
~a bit. The jury needs to see the exhibits more than I
do.

MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Henor.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. So go ahead and describe that path again.

A. There's a pathway that comes —-- This is a regular
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road right here. This is a regular street. This is an empty
lot back here. 1It's for sale with another house. If you take

that road,>it leads straight down to this lot and that's where
we was. From that empty lot there's a pathway and it brings
you ocut onto another path. That's part of the golf course.
From that path you can go straight here. You will be able to

see the Tidwell house from right here.

Q. You started out up here?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Can you tell me whether or not that portion was

paved or unpavedF4

A. The beginning portion was paved and then it turned.
into an unpaved road, like a dirt road.

Q; I'm going to show you another éxhibit, State's 71.

Do you recognize this?

A. Yes, ma’am.d That's the pathway.

Q. Can you point out the pathway?

‘A, It's right here (indicatiﬁg.)

Q. And looking at State's 74, cén.you tell me whether

or not you recognize this?

A. That's the spot where we parked the car.

Q. How do you remember that that's the spot?
A. It's all the way down to the end of the, end of thé

dirt road or whatever and the pathway is right behind it and

we turned the car around, parked it that way facing the other
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way.
Q. = Why did ydu turn it around? Or who was driving?
A, Lowman.
Q. Why did he turn it around,facing the other way?
A. So he could leave out. Mr. Lowman was --
Q. Speak up.
A. While we were at the house, supposed to be at the

house, Mr. Lowman was'supposed to go to the store.
Q. What store?
A. Tidwell Jewelers in Johnston and he was supposed to

go there to rob the store or whatever was in there.

Q. So you recall him turning the car around and facing
it out?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And iooking on State's Exhibit 1 can you point on.

here what direction the car would. have been facing?

A. Facing that way.

Q. So now you figure ocut what houée it is?
A. Yes, ma'am. |

Q. What happens next?

A. Uhm, Josh and I, we went to the --

Q. Josh .and who?

A. Josh and I.

Q. Okay. '

A.

We went to the, uhm, to the shed looking for
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someéthing to get intQ the house with because we didn't have
any tool to get into the house. 1In the_shed.we located a bolt
cutte%,»a wooden bolt cutter with some writing on it that we
used that to pry the_window openvand, uhm, at that point we

tried to contact Lowman.

Q. I'm génna stop you for a éecond.

A. All right. |

Q. Looking at State'5423; do you {gcognize it?

A. That's the shed.

Q. This is what you're calling a shed?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. You mentioned a bolt cutter. Looking at State's 24
A, Bolt cutters.right here. ’

Q. Let me ask you tﬁis: You're gonna commit a home

invasion. What else did you do to prepare?
‘A. Preparation was very limited.
Q. So before approaching the house, what was your game

plan to get in the home?

A. Uh, we were Jjust gonna use something to get into the
window.
Q. and you mentioned that window. Looking at State's

Exhibit 36 and 37, do you recognize it?
A, Yes, ma'am. That's the window.

Q. That's the window that what?

CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THéU 00123
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A. That we broke into.

Q. Using what‘wevsee in State's 247

A. Yeah. Yes, ma'am. '

Q. Now, since we still see i£ in 24 how d%d it get back
here?

A. We placed it back there;

Q. Looking at State's 23, can you tell me whether or.
not this door.was open or closed?

A. It washclosed.

Q. Was it locked or unlocked?

A, It.waé uﬁlocked.

Q. So .from there yoh were étarting to say how you‘tried
to contact --

A. We tried tO'confact Lowman with thé walkie-talkie
but the walkie-talkies, théy were no good. There was no -
they wasn't working so —--

Q. Yoﬁ're looking at State's 777 -

A. Yes, ma'am. So I tried to call hih but the phones

being messed up so, uh, we went back to.whére he was supposed
to be parked and, uhm, we got back there, he was not there so
at that point I'm calling trying to figure out where he is
and, uh, I actually’got a hold of him and he told me that he
was following the Tidwells back from the Jjewelry store.

0. So if he was the following them back, around what -~

time would you say this was?
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A. This would be around I want to say maybe like 6:15,
around there.

Q. So do the Tidwells eventually get home?

A. Yes. They do. But when they get home, it's too
late. Like they make it home before we linked back up, before
we gét back fogether so by the time we got back to the house,
they were already there. | | |

Q. So-now the plan is different?

MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to leading. '71 N

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. So what happens next?
A. At that point the original plan kind of went out the
window. It's no element of surprise. We were supposed to be

in the house when they got home. So at that point we kind of

didn't know what to do. Uh, we.jusﬁ kind of figured, at one

‘point we kind of chop it off as a loss. Wasn't going to

happen. Then -we just iounged around and decided, well, since
we came. all this way, we might as well come up with another
plan and we did. |

Q. So you said you were lounging around. Do you mean
you went back to Aiken?

A. No. No. We were still on the golf course. We were
still at the di;t road.

Q. And where is Goodwin and Lowman at this.time?

A. They were there. They were there.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 Q. So they made it back?
2 A. Yes, ma'am.
3 Q. "So tell me about that. What's that conversation
4 like to devise another plan?
5 : A. Uhm, I didn't want to go in there because I had
6‘_ found some shotgun bullets and some .22 bullets in»the shed so
7 at that point I'm kind of like, I know how it is down south.
8 I'm not from the south but I know that a lot of people down
9 south have guns so the element of surprise is not in our favor
10 . because if we go in there, by law you can shoot. So I didn't
'11 3 want to go .in there: But that's what the plan turned out
12 being that we were gonna make our way'in there through that
. 13 ‘,windéw. |
14 “ ' Q." Now, looking at‘the window, is this how you‘left the
-15 - wiﬁdow?. | |
16 ,' A.. . No, ma'am. It'was'pulled back aown: -Whén it was
17 pulléd-back down, that fell béék. We didn't leave it like
18 théﬁ.: We-ieft it back uphbthen;we pulled-it back. down.
19 ii.Q. So if someone were to come hoﬁec‘they wouldn}t see
20 ¢ it like this?
21 - A. No. They wouldn't see it like that.
- 22, Q. At this point are you still thinking they're drug
 23 dealers?
24 A. Uhm, I had my doubts. I'm still thinking that but I
25 had my:doubts.
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Q. So what happens next? .
A, Next.it gets dark. Uhm, we're layingbon the slope
trying to figuré out what to do. Mr. and Mrs. Tidwell are in
the house obviously and it starts getting real late so they
start, Mr..Tidwell laid on the couch. Mrs. Tidwell, they were
watching fV, I believe, and then Mrs. Tidwell went to use the
pathroom and then Mr. Tidwell laid on the éouch, fell a§leep.

At that point Mr. Tidwell went to éleeph.the TV went
off so we decided that we would make entry. The way we would
make entry would be going in.there saying ATF, law
enforcement. Come out with your hands up. Tryito avoid a
shoot out. So at that point we started looking around the
premises and as we're looking around the premises I opened the
car door to the car and, uhm, .I found a .380 gnd the car keys.
I mean, not the car keys. Thé keys to the business in the
console but I did not know at-that time that it was the keys
to the business and, uhm, we found two flashlights in the car
as well.

At that point I kind of;.I told Josh I don't know
about this drug dealing stuff becéuse I don't know no drug
dealers that leaves his stuff open especially if it's supposed
to be the car of Mr. Tidwell, that it was explained to me that
he was supposed to be a drug dealer. So people don't really
normally leave their stuff open like that. So I told Josh

that, but we still grabbed that stuff and go in the house and

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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whatever. So at that point Lowman and Goodwin, Goodwin was
not supposed to go in'thé house with us but we told Goodwin
that he had to come in the house with us because me and Josh
kind of felt uneasy with Mr. Lowman and Goodwin leaving us at
the house while he goes and do whatever he going to do at the
jewelry sfore.

VQ.»k Why did you feel uneasy?

A. | Like it all just Qasn't coming together.'ﬁlt just

wasn't cdming togéther for them. The only reason we kept on

" going with this is because of the greed. The facts.was in our

face but we were kind of naive to the facts. That money tsok
over‘our.thinking. 'Thefe'was a lot of red flags.. We just
overlooked them.

Q. To clarify some things, you mentioned a slope. In

looking at State's 10 do you see the area that you were

referring to in your testimony?

A, Yes, ma'am. This is the slope, that hill rigﬁt
hefe.

Q So tﬁis is what you're calling a slope?

A. Yes, ma'aﬁ. |

Q And what were you doing on the slope?-

A. Laying there. The neighbors are up. We got the
neighbors up. Mr. and Mrs. Tidwell, they're watching TV. You
can see straight through that window, the back window right

there. You can see the light because they had the lights off

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q. You mentioned going intec their car. What car was
it?
A. A GMC Yukon.
0. And where was it parked?
A. It was parked in the carport.
Q. I'm going to show you State's 19 and ask you do you
»recbgnize this?
A. Yes, ma'am. .That's the car.
0. This is the Tidwellé‘ car?
A. Yes, ma'am.
. Q. Looking at State's 7, do you4recognize this?
A. Yes, ma'am. That's the carport.
Q. Where was the car parked? .
A. On the left-hand side of that Blazer right ﬁext to
the door right there. | |
Q. {(Indicating.) And you testified that you saw, you

got the gun out of the car --

A.

Q.

. Yes, ma'am.

—-— in the car door.

\

Looking at State's 20, can you

describe where you found the gun and the flashlight?

A.

called.

Found it right here in the little whatever that's

{
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Q. Who was with you when you were going through the
car?

A. Lowﬁan was there, Goodwin was there, and Joshua was
there. We were all looking around the premises.

Q. What were you wearing? -

A. I was in some jeans. I had on some Jordans and I
had on a black T-shirt and my face was covered up. I had a

T-shirt wrapped around my face.

X Q. What did you have on your face?
A. I had my T-shirt wrapped arpund.
Q. Whét about your glasses?
A. I was wearing glasses.
Q. What was Josh wearing?
A. Josh was wearing the same clothing as swell.
Q. And what kind of shoes was he wearing?
A. He had some Nikes on his feet.
Q.. What about his facé?
| A. -Face'was covered up. '
Q. What was Goodwin wearing? _
A. Uh, Goodwin was wearing his hoodie and, uh, Nikes on

his feet, face covered up.

Q. You mentioned that Goodwin wasn't part of the
original plén to go into the store, into the house?

A. He wasn't.

Q. Was he prepared with gloves?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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5

Uh, it was an extra set of gloves in Mr. Lowman's

car that he used.

Q. What kind of gloves were they?

A. Uh, white gloves with I guess you call it a mesh.

Q. I'm gonna show you 'State's 82. Do you recognize
these?

A. That's them.

Q Have you seen these before?

A Ygs, ma'am.

Q. Where have you seen these before? '

A In Mr. Lowman's trunk.

Q. Do you gnow if anyone used these type of gléves in
Marqund? |

A. No, ma'am.

‘é; Is there a chicken farm, plant‘in Maryland?

A, There's no chicken farm in Maryland that'I know
of.

Q. I'm gonna show.you State's 88 that's been admitted
into evidence. Tﬁis was recovered that night. Do you ,

recognize this?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Goodwin?

Yes, ma'am.
Who was wearing this glove?
Rob.

When I say Rob, are you talking about Robert

'
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Robert Goodwin. Yes, ma'am.
What kind of gloves were you wearing?

I had on black gloves that I purchased from

What about Josh?.

Black gloves purchased from Walmart.

Can you tell me whether or not Lee was wearing Nikes

on his feet?

A.

boots?

S S T e S 7

Q.
said they
A.

Q.

He wasn't.
Jordans?
(Witness shaking head.) o

Can you tell me whether or not he was wearing

He had boots on. He always had boots on.
You said he always had boots on?
Always had boots on.

Even when he came to Maryland?

A Always_héd boots on.

I apologize. ‘Now you're watching the Tidwells. You
-- Where were they watching TV?
In the-living room.

And you said they went to sleep. Did they'go to

sleep in their living room?

A.

Q.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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want to make sure it's clear, that's when you guys started

going through the carport?

A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

You said that this gun was purchased from a man in

Spartanburg or Greenville?

A,
Q.
testified

A.

Q

A.

Q
hands up?

A.

Q.

A.

Yeé, ma'am.
What, if any, other guns besides the one you just
you got out of the Tidwells' wvehicle did you have?

That's it. !

Not much preparation here?

At all.

The plan .you said now was ATF. Come out with your

Yes, ma'am.

" Who came up with that?:

Mr. Lowman and Mr. Goodwin, myself. I mean, it was

kind of like a group, Jjoint.

Q.
dealers?
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

So ATF. But you guys thought they were drug

I don't know what to say. Yeah.
I was just curious.
It doesn't make sense I know.

I was just curious. Take me through, now, when do

you guys go in>the home?

THE COURT: This is a good time to take a break.
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We've been going an hour and 15. Kind of'chanée of
subjects. Let's téke a break. Y'all step in the jury
room. Give you a break. We'll come back and finish this
testimony before lunch. Don't discuss the case.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 10:00

a.m.)

{(Short break.)

BAILIFF: Come to order.

THE COURT: Be seated please. Let's bring the jury_
in. .

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 10:10
a.m.)

THE COURT: All right. Ms. Radlein.
MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. I need ybu to spegk up. Ouf accents‘aré a little
different down here so I want to make sure we understand you
clearly, okay?

‘A. Okay.

Q. We left off about going into the house. When did

you guys. make entry? |

A. Uhm, I don't know the exact time.

Q Go ahead and keep your voice up. ;
A. I do not know the exact time.
Q Was it dark outside?
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Yeah. It was definitely nighttime.

And can you tell me whether or this was well after

they went to bed?

A,

Q
A
Q
A.
Q
A
Q

Yeah. It was after they went to bed.
This was --

After'they~went to bed.

Who went inside the home?

Myself, Goodwin and Darien.

Where was Lee?

He-was on the back porch.

- Looking at exhibit 8, can you identify the back

porch you're talking about?

A.

Q.

A.

Right here.
Go ahead and speak into the mic.

Right here. 1It's the back porch. Like it's a

little sitting area in the back. You can -go back there and

sit.

i ORI O

Q.
the home?

A.

And where did you guys go into the house?
That window thére.

Is the window on the back porch?

Yes, ma'am.

\
N

I'll ask you this: What was your role going into

We were going into the house to get the information

from Mr..Tidwell for the jewelry store. I was supposed to get
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the combination to the safe, the keys and the security code
for the establishment.

Q. What was Joshua's role in going into the home?

A. ‘Joshua's role, he really didn't - he was just an
extra hand as far as like searching to find anything.

Q. What was Goodwin's role?

A. Same thing, searching, finding. Yoﬁ know, pretty
much that was it.

Q. What was Lee's‘role?

A. He was going to the jewelry store.j‘The whole time
the plan was always to gét him the information he needed to go
to the‘jewelry store. He said that that's where Mr. Tidwéll
does his business transactions at as far as like drug buys and
jewelry store buys. People come in there and. they look to
buy, act like they're buying jewelry and but they're buying
drugs. He said it was an old bank, had a bank vault in the

business and he was going to clean the bank vault out.

Q. Keep your voice up, okay?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So when you say, ‘when we talk about Lowman, we're

talking about Lee? ‘

A. Yeah. Lee Lowman.
Q. You have now testified about two guns. Who had guns
going into the home?

A. Myself and Rob, Robert Goodwin.
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What gun did you have?

I had the Zastava.
State's Exhibit 387

Yes, ma'am.

And you said Rob Goodwin?
Yes, ma'am.

What gun did he have?’
The .380.

Where is that .380 now?
I'm not sure.

Josh went into the home. What did he have?

B0 @2 0 B O » O ¥ O P O

Nofﬁing.

Q. You mentioned some flaéhlights. What”was the
purpose of the flashlights? |

A, It was dark in the house. Didn't want to turn the
lights on so we felt the flashlights would ‘be handy.. Also, -
wheﬁ Mr. TidQell came out, we used the‘flashlights to biind
his face so he wouldn't be able to really see who was
screaming ATF.

Q. Take me through it. You go into the back window

from the back porch?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Who goes in first?

A. Rob goes in first. Robert Goodwin goes ih first.
Q Who goes in second?
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1 A. Myself.

2 Q. Who goes in third?

3 A, Josh.‘

4 Q. And who stands by the window?

5 A. Lowman. ‘

6 Q. Who yellé ATF, come ouf with your_hands up?

7 , A, n'Goodwin does it. 1I. think I do it, too.

é "Q. . What happens nexﬁér

9 A. Mr. Tidwell comes. out with his~hands,up. He asks ﬁs
10 who Qe are. We'téll them égain that wefre ATF and ask him to.
11 - get“Qpithe‘érbund. He did. And then Mrs. Tidwell came.out
12, and she did the same thing.‘, -

+ 13 o 5 Q. - What happens next?

14 | A. ' Next they were tied up with zip ties.

15‘ | Q. Where were these zip ties-before?
16 A. Robert Goédwin had them. -

17 Q. Where did you get the zip'tieserom?

18 A. A hardware store in Saluda.

19 Q. Who purchased the zip ties?

20 A. Lowman did. |

21 Q. Where do they get down on the ground? ‘

22 A. 'They get down between the, there's an area between
23 the master bedroom and the bédroomé'on thé other side of the
24 héuse; It's like almost right in front of the main

25 entrénce.
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Q. Showing you State's 5, it's a floor plan of their
home. Does this assist you in describing where they laid
down?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Where do‘they léy down? .

A. Right here.

Q. I'm gonna ask you to show that to the jury. Where

;

do they lay down?

VA.; Come out the master bedroom and lay down right
here. |

Q. Is that where they're'also tied up?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. What happens next?-

A, Next I asked Mr. Tidwell for the code, the security

codes and stuff and, uhm, he starts telling me it and then I
go and get a note pad and write it down. He also tells me
that the keys to the business is in_the, uh> car but we had
already gotten that out of the car so that's when I realized
that was the keys to the establishment and, uhm, he tells me
about how té unlock the bﬁilding from - how to unlock the
building from the security stuff.

Q. Now, Jjust to be clear, whén they're told to lay down
on the ground, what, if anything, is in their faces?

A. A gun.

Q. And what else? Flashlights?
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A Yeah, flashlights.
Q. When they come out of the room.
A Yeah. Flashlights.
Q. When you start asking him for the codes and the keys

to the jewelry store, is he still laying down on the ground?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. In the living room?
A. It began in the living room and then we moved up to

- the separate areas.

Q. Go ahead‘andrtéll me about.that. So they're laying
down on the gréund? . |

A. Yeah. Tied up. Mr. Tidwell is moved into the half
bath. . Mrs. Tidwell'is mévedu She was going to go to' the
master bathfoom but there was a phone in there so we brought
her béck to the\washroom and that's where we laid her down.

Q. You say "we.“ Who did that?

A. Myself gnd Josh. And-I wenﬁ back to Mr. Tidwell in
the half bath. I kept on asking him fo£ the code and stuff,
put the gun to him and, uhm, he told me everything. He told
me everything about the code and he gave tﬁém to me, you know?
I went back to Mrs. Tid&ell. No. At that point I went out
and I gave Lowman thé, uh, keys, the combination to the safe
and I télg him how to unlock the building and at‘that point I
see -= I don'"t know if you want me to go into that.

Q. Okay. . Let's finish here for a second. This sounds
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hard right now for .you but I have to ask you somé queétions.
Staté's 38, this is the gun that you're carrying?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. When you're asking Him for the codes, can you tell

me whether or not this is the gun you had in his face?

A. It is.
Q I need you to keep your voice up, okay?
A. It is.

h Q And this Qould be in that half bathroom?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q. You say you take Lowman some keys and the codes.

Did you tell him the codes or did you give him something?

A. No. It was written down like on a piece of paper, a
tablet.

Q.  Who wrote the code information down?

A. I did.

Q. Where did you get the code information from?

A. Mr. Tidwell.

Q. And you wrote it while you were where?

i
A. In the bathroom.

Q. I'm going to ask you if you recognize State's

Exhibit 407

A. That's the keys to'the establishment.
Q. And who did you give these keys to?
A. Mr. Lowman.
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Q. Where were you when you gave him these keys?
A. On the back porch.
Q. While Lowman is standing on the back porch, what, if
anything, happens next?
A. I see - I see headlights coming towards .the, coming

down that dirt road where the car is parked.& It's about like

1:00 in the morning at this point. I see headlights. I can

‘see the headlights through the woods coming down into where

the car is parkedp
Q. Keep your voice up.

A, At first I didn't know who it was so I told Josh
that it's probably people that I'm thihking<we'll wind up in a
shootout. As the car keeps coming down you could see it's a
truck. As ‘it turns around you could see it's(a tow truck. So
at that point we're tfying\to figure out why is there a tow
truck on the golf course at 1:30, 2:00 in the morning. The
only car that's sitting there is Lowman's car.. So I pretty
much know that they're goiﬁg to tow the ca£ bﬁt I didn't
figure out that part, how they know the car was there and I
told him like, you better go-gét your car. He's just standing
therellooking at. me. They about to tow your car and he runs
off and gets in the car.

Q. Where were you standing to see, you said lights
first and then you see the truck?

A. On the back porch.
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”Q. And how do you know that the tow truck was coming
down éhe same path as where the car was?
A. It's the only road.v It's the only'road down
there.
Q. You said he leaves. Does he ledve with the keys?
A. Yes. He leaves with the keys, combination to the

safe and I told him‘how to gef in the building. .

Q. So what happens after that?

A. After that I go back in the house and, uhm, just
searchiﬁg through the house trying to find a safe, trying to
find cash, drugs, whatever is éupposed to be there; Uhm; it
didn't take me long to.recognize that‘I was on a search for
nothing, pretty much nothing in the house. I figured I was

kind of a little mean to Mr. Tidwell because I figured he was

kind of holding back information from me, thinking about who I -

Vo,
was. As I went to Mrs. Tidwell I kind of realized that the

whole thing Qasn't what it was set up to be.
Q.- Go ahead and describe to me your interaction with
Mr. Tidwell.
A. I had the gun in his face being kind of,“I was

talking to him in a type of way just trying to see if he was

lying to me or not. Uh, that's pretty much it./ I was kind of

rude to him. Not kind of. I was. I was. I was doing my

stuff.

Q. And tell me whether or not you recall seeing a gold
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bracelet on Mr. Tidwell.'
A. I do. I replaced it -- I mean, I took it from him.
I removed it from his hand.
Q. Now, Mrs. Tidwell, you described her earlier that

she was in what room?

A. She was in the washroom.

Q. That's on here?'

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. ‘Did it have a washer and dryer in there?

A. Yes, ﬁa'am.

Q; 1So like a laundry room?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you point to it again?

A. Right here.

Q. Can you descgibe for me your interéction with her?

A. Uhm, Mrs. Tidwell was kind. of, she was; éhe was like
real emotional. She, uhm, she was going through it so I

pretty much trying to let her know that we weren't really
gonna hurt her. She was, she was real worried about her
husband and, uh, she had these earrings in her earsband, uh,
she had these earrings'in her ears and i asked her about them
and, uhm, she told me, she‘told me what they were and stuff
and, uhm, we was supposed to take everyfhing but I couldn't.
I couldn't take it from her so I toldyher she could keep her

earrings and, uh, she kept on asking me if we was gonna kill
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her. I kept telling her no. Wé're-nop gding to and she was
just, she was praying.

Q. She was what?
A. Praying. She was praying a lot. And she, she was

going through it and, uhm, pretty much like that's when I
really kind of, that's when it really hit me like this whole
thing was, I knew what it was at that point and I left out of
the room. I left her alone in there for a second. I came
back a little bit later. Josh had gave her a pillow. I gave
her - I took, her nightgown had slid up and I pulled the
nightgown down.

Q. You said she had on what?

A. A nightgown that had slid up and I‘pulled her
nightgown down and put a blanket'ovef her and I just told her
that, she kept on asking if we was gonna kill her. I kept
telling her no. .I told her -- She wouldn't‘look at me at

first so I asked her to look at me again. She did and I told

- her that I wouldn't hurt her.

Q. After that what did you do?

A. I went out the back window where we came in and I
sit on the back porch. I took some binoculars out of the
house and went and sit on the back porch and, uh, I was, I
called Lowman and, uh, he didn't answer. "I was just pretty
much, -at that point I was upset because I knew, I knew it was

kind of - everything, whatever we were told that was supposed
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to be in there, it was never in there to begin with. It was

- never gonna be in there. It was nothing to be found in the

» +

house and, uhm, at that point I just knew that I messed up big

time.

Q. You knew that you What?

A. Messed up big time. I'm sitting on the back porch
with the binoculars. I'm just thinking I just really messed

up. Rob and Josh is still in the house searching around and
stuff and I'm just on the back porch kind of.
Q. I'm gonna ask you about some things that went on in

the home. You have mentioned that Josh got Mrs. Tidwell a

pillow?
A. Yes.
Q. How was Josh treating Mr. and Mrs. Tidweli?
A. Josh was, when it comes down to it, everybody that _

was 1in that house, Josh treated them the best out of

everybody.
Q. What was he doing?
A. Uhm, he gave Mr. Tidwell some water. Sat him up,

give him some water, gave him a pillow. Gave Mrs. Tidwell a

pillow. He waé just - overall he was the nicest one to
them.

Q. What about Rob, Robert Goodwin?

A. Rob is, he's just cﬁrsing at them and he's doing

stuff in the house that we just don't understand like running
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around with a flashlight and'flashing it all over the place.
I mean, they got neighbors and stuff so we didn't want to be
seen in the house and he's just got a flashlight, went all

over so we're kind of arguing with him about the whole

scehario.v
Q. You're kind of what?
A. Arguing with him about the whole scenario. Stop

doing this. Stop doing that._ Why you doing this? Why you
doing that?

Q. Can you tell me whether or not you saw how Goodwin
treated'Mr. Danny?

A. I cannot speak to how he treated Mr. Danny but I
know for a fact that he was standing over Mr. Tidwell asking
him if this is you. I heard, I didn't actually see but I
heard him saying, is this you, biﬁch? I don't know what:he

was doing that for.

Q. And you heard Goodwin deoing that?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Let me talk to you about things in the home. Can

you tell me whether or not jewelry was found in the home?

A, Jewelry was found.

Q. What jewelry?

A. I believe it was two rings, a Rolex watch, a
bracelet. I'm not sure what else.

Q. Who took that jewelry?
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Josh toock the jewelry but it ended up in my

possession.

Q.

A.

At what point do you guys leave the residence?

Uhm, I

get a call from Lowman and this is before,

I'm still sitting on the back porch. We're not leaving yet.

>

He tells me that there's a police officer sitting across the

"street from the jewelry store so that's the reason he hasn't

been in there and, uh, at this point we already have went

through everything we went through, so I already knew what it

was but I didn't want'to say anything to him in any type of

way.
Q.

A.

You said you knew what it was. What do you mean?

Yeah.

As far as it being there was nothing in the

house but I didn't want him to know that IAknew at the time.

I said all right

minutes later he

Q.
with him,

A.

When I seen that

Let me
did he

He was

énd stuff. And approximately maybe about ten
tekt me. It was like, I got pﬁlled over.
text, I  knew it was time to go.

ask you this: When you were on the phone

tell you where he was?

in Johnston. He was at the, not at the

jewelry store but he was somewhere where he could see that

there was a police officer . sitting there at that same gas

station that we were at.

Q.

A.

And you were talking about Tidwell Jewelers?

Yes.
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And you say this text message —-

fes.

—-— came from Leée?

It came from Goodwin's phone but Lee used, was uéing
phone.

It's been quite some time but do you know what phone
was using? |

It's 6655

Did you have this phoné‘number in your phone?

Yeah. I saved it.

You mentioned though it ‘was:Goodwin's. Where is .

2407 .What érea code is that?

> 0

Q.
Goodwin's

A.

That's Maryland. -

" And Goodwin lived in Maryland?

Yes, ma'am.
Why was Lee, if you know, why was Lee dsing
phone?

I believe his pﬁone was off. When I first met him,

he had his own phone but it was off for a little bit so he

~started using Goodwin's.

Q.

Let me ask you this: Can you tell whether or not it

was an iPhone or an Android?

A.
Q.

A.

It was an Android.
How do you know?

I had an iPhone so anything iPhone would be blue.
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His text messages were green.

Q. and back on March lst when you -guys came dowh here,
do you remember whether or not he had Goodwin's phone with
him?

A. He did.

Q. ‘And when he left that day and ieft you guys there on
the 8th.to go to the jewelry store that night, do you recall
if he had Goodwin's phone when he left? |
‘A " He aid.  That's the onily phone communication.

Q. - _Yogvsaid.that was the what?

A That'waé the only phone communication with him.

Q I'm donna ghow you State's Exhibit 80. It has a
phbﬁe number wriﬁfén on thé back and there was tegtimony-that
was associated With ﬁhat phbne. Is thét thé phone humber>you
just described? |

A.- Yes, ma'am.

Q. Would you bé surﬁriéed if Ittold you that.this was
fqund in Lowman's car? |

A. No,  -ma'am.

Q. Just .to be clear, this entire time Goodwin is
with you? | |

A.‘ Yes, ma'am.

Q. So you get this text message that he had been pulled
over. What was going through your mind at that point?

A. Uhm, I really thought he was lying. I didn't
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believe him to be honest with you because I kiﬁd of figured
once I realized there was nothing in the house, I kind of
figured it was, he kind of used us to go aﬁd rob the jewelry
store so I'm thinking‘that he just robbed the jewelry store
and just left us. I didn't believe him at all 5ut just to be

on the safe side I left. I left the house.

0. How did you leave?
A. I took Mr. Tidwell's Yukon GMC truck.
Q. Is this the same one you testified earlier that you

got the gun out of?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. This one?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Who was driving?

A. Myself.

Q. . Who else was in the car?
A. Rob and Josh.

. : » .
Q. You testified that it was parked. I apologize. I

was’looking at State's Exhibit 19. You testified State's

Exhibit 7 that it was parked in the missing spot in the

carport?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. How did you get out of the carport?
A. I backed up. I backed up going towards, I was gonna

back all the way out the driveway because I didn't know about
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the extra space right here. I didn't pay attention to it. I
was gonna back all the way out the drive but I realized I
wasn't gonna be able to back all the way out because 1
couldn't éee the pavement so I turned around on fﬁe grass,
went in between two trees, .pulled back onto the driveway and
pulled out; |

Q. Wﬁen you say pulled in between two trees, can ybu
tell-mé wheﬁher or notvthe trees are in the grass?

A, <In'the grass towards the front of the house.

Q. So does that -mean that the front of the thicle
would have been shining into the front of the house?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you tell me whéther or not the headlights were

on when you were backing out?

A. They were. -

Q. Where do you go from there?

A. Uhm, I pulled out. Mr. Lowman, he always told me
about the route to get back to where -- We were supposed to

meet up with him in Ridge Spring. ‘So taking a right we would
get baék to Aiken so, uh, I tooklthe route that he explained
to>me.. As soon as I came out of the golf cburse I made a
right and made another right and by the street where the
airport is and I went-all the way down, made a left by the
sharp turn, sharp right turn. I did some more. It's all back

roads. I think I stopped there, made a right and ended up

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.




10

11

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

769

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

769

back in Ridge Spring by Peach Field. That's where we were
sﬁpposed_to originally meet up but I kind of péséed that énd
went to Aiken. ' )

Q. Let me ask you this: Did you ever go by the ?idwell
bewelry Store?

A. No. No. We never went back to Johnston. The way
we left but we went, togk the back way to Ridge Spring into
Aiken.

Q. To be clear, you never went back into the town
limits of Johnston?

A. Never went back into Johnston.

Q. So you sayvyou went back to Aiken-and you're in

their car?

A. Yeah.
Q. Where do you go from there?
A. Once I got to Aiken, I knew it was only a matter of

time before Mr. and Mrs. Tidweli get up from Where they are.
Uhm, the car is brand new. It's a newer Yukon so I know it
héd OnStar on it so I knew we had limited time in the car. So
once we got back ﬁo Aiken, I figured it was time to get rid of
the car so I parked it in this like iﬂ the woods or |
whatever.

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit -- I'll find it
eventually. But where the car was parked you said was in

v

Aiken?
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A.

770

Yes, ma'am.

And do you recall anything about where yod left

Uhm, it was near a, it was like a electric, like a

electric box. There's a trailer park over there, too.

Q.

I'm gonna show you State's Exhibit 57. Do you

recognize this?
v

A
Q
A.
Q

car?

down.

Q.

Yeah. That's where we parked it. ' -
When you say "we", who was driving?
I parked it. That's where I parked it.

State's Exhibit 57, this is where you:left the
Yes, ma'am.
What, if anything, did you guys do with the car?

Uhm, the car was sprayed down with bleach and wiped

You mentioned bleach and wiped down. I'm gonna show

you State's Exhibit 49, 50 and 51 and ask you this: Where did

you get the bleach from?

LGOI O IDIO

A.

I personally’didn't have the bleach.
Keep‘your voice up.

I personally didn't have the bleach.
Do you know where it came from?

It came from the house.

I'm gonna show you and see, do you recognize
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A.

Q.
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Yep.

Do you know how they got there?

They were tossed.

When were they tossed?

R}ght aftef being used on the vehicle.

Can you tell me whether or not they were tossed by
vehicle was left?

Yes. On that road.

There's also a microfiber rag in the image. Where

did that come from?

A.

Came from the Tidwell house. It was the same rag

. . . |
that we used on the entry way that we used to enter and leave

was also sprayed with bleach and wiped down.

Q.

A,

0.

A.

bleach.

Q.
sprayed?

A,

Q.

there?

The entry way you're talking about is that window?
That window. Yes, ma'am.
And you sprayed the entire window with bleach?

I personally didn't but I witnessed it sprayed with

Keep your voice up. You witnessed the bleach being

\
\

Yes, ma'am.

So now you leave the vehicle. Where do you go from

I walked, I walked down towards the Waffle House.
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It's oﬁ, I'm not sure of the name of the highway but it's a
Waffle House, Quality Inn. There's a McDonald's across the
street and a gés station down there so I'm walking down. We
go to the Waffle Houée, enter the Waffle House. We decided we

were gonna get something to eat.

Q: Who were you with? -

A. I'm with Josh. I'm with Rob.

Q. So you guys are there in the Waffle House?

A. Yeah.  They go to the bathroom while I order food

and as they were in the bathroom I see a whole bunch of
undercover police cars kind of like swarming the area so that
leads me ﬁo believe that they were there for us but I'm not
sUrelof that and, uhm, they're just in the érea and they just
took off towards.where I‘left the car énd I heard so at that
point I kind of figured like, all right, 'so they're here for
us. So I still had that gun on me. I still have that nine
millimeter on me. I ran outside and as I tossed the gun in
the bushes, as I'm tossing the gun in the busheé at the
Quality Iﬁn, acréss the street is a police officer that's

pulling up and I think he seen me tossing the gun but I guess

‘he didn't but we made eye contact. We looked at each other.

And he pulls off and follows the rest of them. So I go back
into the Waffle House and I tell them it's time to go. We got
to go.

Q. Is your face still covered at this point?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. No, ma'am.

Q. What about Josh?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Goodwin? : )

A. No, ma'am. '

Q. I'm gonna show you State's Exhibit 59 and 60. Do
you recognize this? |

A. Yes, ma'am. That's'Josh.

Q Where are you guys?

A. At the Waf%le House.

Q Do you know around what time and what day this
was?

A. It was definitely the 8th. I'm not sure of the
time. But it was late in the morning or early. in the mofning

I guess you could say.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
picture?
A.
Q.
Goodwin?

A.

And 607

That's myself and Rob.
Keep your voice up for me.
That's ﬁyself and Rob.

So looking at 59 you identified Josh in this

Yes, ma'am.

And looking at 60 you identified yourself and

Yes, ma'am.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN#.2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.,



774

~

10
11
12
13

14

-15

16

17

18

19

20 .

21

22

23

24

25

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

Q.

A.

Q.

\

774

So Goodwin is still with you?
Yes, ma'am.

Let's finish out that night. What happens to the

gun you mentioned? This is the same one?

A.
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
. Waffle

A.

- O R @

-

Yes, ma'am.

Is this the one that you dropped in. the bushes?

Yes, ma'am. N ‘

Was it still loaded When‘you dropped 1it?

Yes, ma'am.

-So after»thét; you guys, you say you leave the
House and Aiken police is swarming the area?

Yes, ma'am. ' |
Is that safe to say?
Yes, ma'am.

What do you do? .

Go behind the Quality Inn and we just sat there for

a few minutes trying to- figure out what to do next because we

don't ‘have any car. We're thinking about getting a room at

the Quality Inn .but my ID is in Mr. Lowman's car. Rob's ID is

in Mr.

Lowman's car. The only person with ID is Josh and he's

not old enough to get a room so we're kind of just sitting

there trying to figure out what to do next and, uhm, Josh

[

tries to go get a room anyway even though he's too young. He

says he's going to try to work it out. So when he's doing

that we sees the, we sees the Aiken police talking to the cook

STATE OF
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at . the Waffle House and that's the end of the deal for us and

so we ran into the woods. As Aiken was pulling in in their

cars, they chased us for about two hours in the woods but they

gave up and we came out at the trailer park down the street a
nice little ways'down the street. I called a éab and we got a
cab and went back to the Econo Lodge.

Q. And the Econo Lodge is where you first stayed when

you came. down here?

A. ~ Yes, ma'am.

Q Do you eventually leave Soufh‘Cérolina?

A. Yes. I dov /

Q How do you get ouf of the Staté?

A The same, on the 8th that same day, uhm, after

'waking up after 12:00 we left the hotel. I called a cab to

Columbia, then I called Rob a cab to Ridge Spring. He didn't
want to go back to Maryland but I wasn't sure why. I also
thought maybe Mr. Lowman really didn't get pulled over because
of the fact that Rob didn't want to go back to Maryland with
us because We just did something crazy and YOu don't want to
leave the State. I go back to Columbia with Josh and, uh, we

get a bus ticket back to Maryland. That night we leave. We

get back to Maryland Thursday morning.

Q. ‘You mentioned earlier some Jjewelry taken. When you
left that day, did you take jewelry with you back to

Maryland? .
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A. Yes, ma'am. t

Q. So when you guys left the home, you left with
Jjewelry? |

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Where is the jewelry now?

A. It's sold. It was‘sold.

Q. How much money did you get for the jewelry?

A. The jewel;y, we couldn't get anything near as much

as it was worth because jewelry like that involves paperwork
so the most they would try to give up was $5000.00 so we gave

it up just to give it up because we didn't want anything to do

with it.
VLQ. You eventually were arrested, right?
A.. I was arrested the next day on the 11lth.
Q. When you say the %1th, are you talking about March
11th? |
A, Yeah. I was- arrested two déys after this
. incident. |
Q. And how were you arrested?
A I was pulled over on the highway.
Q. In a random traffic stop?
A I believé - I believe so.
Q. And you were.éventually brought back to South
Carolina?
A. Yeah.
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Q. Beforé we talk about being brought back here, I want
to go through a few things and it's gonna take us kind of
back.
A. Mm-hmm.
Q. Back at thé house there was something left behind in

the carport. Looking at State's Exhibit 21 and 22, something

was found on the ground. Can you tell me what that was?

A. It was a ID.

Q Who put that ID there?

A Mr. Lowman.

Q. Do -you recali where it was placed?

A It ‘was piaced in the‘drive;fs side ‘door of where the

'Yukon was parked.

Q. ‘Can’ you pdint to it roughly in this image?.

A. Right .about there.

Q. How:do you know Lowman is the one that put it
there?

A; I watched him put it there.

Q. Whefe did this ID come from?

A. I'm not sure where it came from but Mr. Lowman had
it. It's a South Carolina ID of some‘other duge.

Q. Do you remember what it looks like?

A. An ID, a dude with dreads, expired in 2007.

Q. | I was an expired ID with some guy with dreads. Do

you even know what that guy's name is?
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A No. I do not.

Q. . Had you met that guy before?

A Never met him before.

Q. Was he involved with the four of you guys in
committing this home invasion? |

A. Was not in&olVed at all.

Q. What was that purpose of pﬁtting the ID there on the

~Vcarport? |
A. TG mislead.law énforcemen£. To mislead, send law

enforcement to him instead. While they. were busy trying to

lock him up, figure out whét4£ﬁe case was with him. As
opposed to:all of us, tfylto figuré oﬁt what was going on Qith
him.

Q. I'm gonna try to repéat thét beéause it Qés kind of
muffled a little bit.. Say it one more time.

A. ,It was to thfow off law enfofcement. It was to’
throw them off, have them thinkiﬁg it was him but he reaily

had nothing to do with this.

Q. Looking at State's 16, do you“fecognize this?
A Yés,*ma'am;
0. And what is this?
A. That's where Mr. Tidwell was ‘laid down.
Q And that sheet in the imagé, how did that get
there?
A. That's the sheet I placed on him. That's the pillow

STATE OF S$.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.




10
11
12
13

14

15 -

16

17 -

18

19

20

21

22

23
24

25

' a bad person.

779

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

779

Josh gave him.
Q. You testified that she was, when she was in here,

she was asking about her husband?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Do you remember what she was saying?
A. She was asking us not to hurt him. Uh, she was

telling usvthat he isn't who we think he is because what we

told her that, well, we told her that we think her husband is

Al

Q. ‘You told her that what?

A. We told her that we knew her.husband was a bad

‘person and she told us, no, he's not.”

Q. She told you what?

A. No. He's not. She pretty much' thought we were

:gohna really‘hurt him and I kept on telling her that, no,

we're not gonna'hurtvanybody."

Q. Néw, while she was in heré some éérrings did.come up
miésing? |

A. Yeah.

Q. 'What'ﬁgppened so .those earrings?

A. ‘I believe.—— I don't want to draw an objection. I
mean, .they ended up missing. Somebody tock the earrings.b I

don't know who took them.
Q. But you came to learn who took them?

A. Yes. I eventually learned who had them.
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Q; And it was one of the three of you guyS‘in the
home?
A. Yeah. That's. who, that'; who took ié-buﬁ it ended
up in an'individuai's handsvthatAwas not in the home. |
Q You said an individual's hands? ,.
A The individual's hands that was not in the‘hbme.
Q. And whose hands was that?
A . Mr. Léwmanf | '
0 ‘Sbfif'they ended up:in his handg,'he would have
- gotten tﬂem before he lef£ the house? | | S
“A. "Yés,imaVém. - |
‘ Q,. ‘Aﬁd{Wheré’wbuld they be?
;A. Thékéarf%ngs?i Where Would théyAbé!now?
@. Yes. - | |
A. Uhm, it Was - I wouldn;f kﬁow[i
Q. 'But'if‘we-don't have theﬁ today, if we doﬁ't hayeA

them today, Qhéré would they be?

MR;.WILLIAMS:W'Objgction,7uhiess‘he kno&é,;ydu£: 
Honor.  Hearsay. Speculaﬁion; ? |

THE COURT: I agreei' If he kndws,ihe can énswér.
If he dqesn‘t,‘he can say I’don't know.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. If you know, you can answer.
\ s
A. Somewhere in the Edgefield County jail.

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit 61, do you recognize

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

781

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON -~ DIRECT BY MS. FULLER

this?

b= O S O B

money.

O

clip?

© » O » ©O » 0O P O B O P O B O ¥

781

Yes, ma'am.

What is this?

That's £he glove and money clip.

What's significant about this money clip?

It was taken from the Tidwell house along with some

'

Do you remember how much money was in this mohéy
I don't reﬁember tﬁe exact amount.

Who took the money.clip?

Josh.

But there wés cash in the mohey clip?

There was éash. - C

Where did this money ciip'eﬁd up?

In a trash can in Aiken in the Waffle House.

And this glove?

Trash can in Aiken in Waffle House.
Who had this glove?

Rob.‘ ' )
Showing you State's Exhibit 75, who is this?
Rob Goodwin.

Where did you say his ID last was?

Mr. Lowman's car.

Now, I'm gonna show you State's Exhibit 76 and ask
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you to hold it and tell me if you recoghize it?
A. I do. |
Q. How do you recognize it?
A. It's Mr. Lowman's/ID. i took a picture of it when
we first got to South Carolina.
Q. Why did you take a picture of his ID when you first

got to South Carolina?

A. Because I always had my doubts about this whole
situation. Uhm, I kind of didn't really trust.Mr. Lowman. I
was asking him the whole way, whyp'why pick me? Because he
know a lot of people so why did you pick me? And his bEStf
answer was 1 looked out for him rather than some of his home
boys when he first got out of, I guess, prison. Something
about the whole situation didn't sit right with me so I toock a
picture of his ID just in case anything foul happened.

Q. And about the ID, is there anything significant
about it that -- |

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I‘have a matter of law to
" take up outside the presence of the jury.
THE COURT: Okay. Step back in the jury room. Have

you right back out here.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 12:30

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Williams.

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I would move for a
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\

\

mistrial. This witness on the stand has testified that

‘my client has been to prison, gotten out of prison.

Obviously he can't talk about prior criminal history of

my client whether or not he's been to prison or not been
to‘prison because my client's record hasn't been entered
into é&idence.

THE COURT: Ms. Radlein.

MS. FULLER: -Thank you, Your Qpnor. The standard
for mistrial, of course, is prejudice to the defendant
that would be cause. 1In this case one of the charges is-
burglary in fhe first degree and it is gonna come out
that he has two prior burglaries. ,Of;course,‘it was
never the State's intention -- The State definitely
intends. to give the‘defendant a fair trial and never
intentionally elicit that he had gone to prison and i
don't think the witness intended to suggest anything in

that -nature. At this point, Your Honor, I don't think

‘there's enough prejudice. I have tried to' move on from

. the issue so it's not highlighted as much. Later in the

trial the jury will learn about the two priors and take
from that whatever they may. I thing we can minimize
this and not cause any prejudicelto the defendant at this
stage in the trial. -

THE COURT: All right. I think I heard the

statement because he said something didn't seem right.
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1 Why did he want me to help him with this when he got out
2 of prison, something foul going on, something along those
3 lines was the substance of the testimony.

4 MS. FULLER: He said he>looked out for him when he

5 got out more than his home boys did. That's what his

6 testimony was.

7 : MR. WILLIAMS:' I heard the word prison mentioned;

8 THE COURT: . I did, too. ‘I will -- As soon as he

9 said it I thought the same thing. The indictments have
10 7 already placed.the jury on some record notice that

11 : there's convictions involved in Mr. Lowman's éast. Up to
12 this time nothing has been mentioned about iﬁcarceration,
15 i.jéil, prison dr anything. ’I think the sqbstantive

14 testimony in whole thus far has been that of we were

15 4planﬁing to do something bad. That's been his testimony.
16 ' -So Mr. Lowman's character has been placed in dispute so
17 to sbeak by the testimony that's been presented

18 properly. )

19 fMR..WILLIAMS; That's his opinion.
20 THE COURT: Righf. The proper testimony has been
21 . presented. I don't want to comment on the facts in front
22 of the jury but enough has been presented.that the jury
23 is going to ﬁave gquestions about that, know his character
24 has not been placed in issue by Mr. Lowman but I think
25 . either we move on or I will entertain a curative
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{

instruction that they strike that comment and disregard
it. I'll do either one.

MR. WILLIAMS: 1I. think I would be silly to ask you
to give a curative instruction.

THE COURT: So respectfully considering the totality
of the testimony presented thus far i don't find that the
comment made by Mr. Wilson was unduly prejudicial. |
Certainly it contains some prejudice but it's not unduly
prejudicial considering the whole picture‘that has been
painted in the three days of trial so respectfully your
request for a mistrial is noted. UThe statement is of
record. I'm gonna respectfully deny and éaution the
p?osecutor and the prosecutrix in their mind flow because‘
that's the first thing Ms. Radlein said is that he didn't
intentionally do that and she did not nor did the
witness. He was answering the question in the banter of
questioning. So we'll attempt to minimize any further
comments to that extent. And, Mr. Williams, if you would
like the Court to instruct the witness to be careful
about making these comments further, I will be happy to
do that.

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, your instruction, I think
he's qﬁite intelligent. I'm sure he understands exactly
what you‘fe saying.

THE COURT: All right.
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1 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

2 THE COURT: Good enough.

3 : MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, for the record, as we have
4 prepped this case and talked to. both this witness and the
5 other éo—defendant who will testify, we havé been very

6 careful about talking about this and I think they have

7 . tried to be but as you know, Ygur Honor, it's his first

8 time'in court.

9. . . . THE COURT: Yeah. Okay. All right., TIt's 12:35.

10 Do y'all wént to go about 15 more minutes, 15, 20 minutes
11 and then break for lunch?

12 MR. HUBBARD: We'll see how long she has;'Judge;

13 ‘ - MS.. FULLER: Your Honor, since it’s 12535 I do have
14 : ' a little more, I'm sorry, teo get through énd some more

15 stuff I have to get out, probably another 30 minutes, if
le that's okay? Or we can break now and pick up after

17 lunch.

18 THE COURT: All right. Y'all want to break now and.
19 come back at 2:00?. An hour and 25 for lunch. I have a
20 . plea unrelated to this case that one of the folks in the
21 back wanted to do and I think doing it just before we
22 resume after lunch break would be more appropriate.
23 . MR. WILLIAMS: Whatever Your Honor wants to do. I'm
24 flexible. My time is your time.
25 THE COURT: All right. Let's do that. Let's break

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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now. We'll come back about 2:00. I'm gonna try to do

that plea at 1:50, thereabouts. That will give us a

-lunch break. We'll leave everything as is. 2All right.

‘Bring me the jury back in and we'll tell them they're

going to lunch. They can leave their note pads in there.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 12:35

THE COURT: All right. Folks, we've —-- That's good,
isn't it? - I'11 f£ill it back up. After lunch we'll fill
it back up. We'll break for lunch now. We're gonna-

break and let y;all have a lunch break until 2:00. 1I've

'got something to do just before 2:00. Ms. Radlein is not

done with her questioning. She has about 30 more minutes
of guestioning. I don't want to go right to 1:00. I
want to break before 1:00. Sovwe're gonna break now. I
want y'all back just before 2:00 and we'll continue on
then. .Remember, don't discuss the case or don't let
anybody outside the courtroom infiuence yoﬁ. Enjoy your
lunch. See you back shortly before 2:00. 1I'll have the
chocolate(replaced. Lauren will be on that.‘ |

(Whereupon, the jury was released for lunch at 12:35

S p.m.)

(Lunch recess.) S
BATILIFF: All rise. Court is back in session.

.THE COURT: Ready to continue?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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MS. FULLER: The State is ready, Your Honor.
- MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Yéur Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Mr. Wilson, you're still
under oath. Bring the jury in.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 2:00

THE COURT: Ms. Radlein, you may continue.
MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your;Honor.
BY MS. FULLER:
-Q. Earlier you testified about taking a picture of the
defendant's identification. Looking af‘State's Exhibit 76, is

this the identification that you took a picture of?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q How did you know that'é_it?
A. Well, I took a picture of it.
Q Did you hold it in your hand?
. :

_Yes. I did.

Q. Iim gonna show you what's beeﬁ marked as State's
Exhibit 108. What did you use to také a picture of his ID?
My phone. |
I'm gonna ask you if you'recognize.this?

Yes. That's the picture I took in the car.
You said the picture you took in the car?

Yeah.

(ONH - G TR O B

How did you know this is the picture you took in the
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car?
A. I'm sitting there in my jeans and his ID was in the
middle console.
Q. And you pointed to the image and said my Jjeans. Are
you saying that you see jeans?
A. Jeans (indicating.)
MS. FULLER: At this time the State seeks to move -
State's Exhibit 108 into evidence.
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 108 submitted without objection.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q;> So this is thevphotograph_of his identificatiqn that
you took?
A, Yes. That I took.
0. When did you take this photo?
A. March 1lst.
Q. And you remember that -- How do you remember that
that's when you took the photo?
| A. I was sitting in that gas station when I was taking
the picture. He went inside. It was me and Josh were left in

the car. We discussed it.” I said, well, in case anything
hapﬁens, I'll take a picturé of his 1ID.

Q. Now, his identification here appears slightly
bent?

A. Yes, ma'am.
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Q. Can you tell me whether or not you see that also in
this photograph?

A. It's bent.

Q. So would it have been bent when you took this
photograph? ’

A. Yes, ma}am.

Q.. 1Is that also how you know this is the identification
you held in your hand? |

A. Yés, ma'am.

Q. . Can you tell me whether or not ydu took any photos

- of relevance on your phone -=

A. There was a —--

Q. -— that are relevant to this case?

A.: _Uh, I don't believe so.

Q.,"I’m gonna show you this and ask you if you recognize

”,thisf Kind of_refresh your memory.
. MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I object to that. He
‘,'élready'Said he didn}t take aﬁy pictures.
O MS. FULLER:‘ I said i'm refreshing his memory.
THE COURT; I'm_nét sure T héard a question. Your
quéstion you asked waé what?
MS. FULLER:v,if he recalls if he took-ahy photos of
relevance and he said he does not remember.
THE COURT: I thought you said relatives.

MS. FULLER: Then that's my fault.

"STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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THE COUR?: Reask that question. Let's hear it
again.
MS. FULLER: I can move on from that.
THE COURT: Okay. 1If you want to.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. I want to show you State's Exhibit 107. 1I'll ask
you do you recognize this?
A. Yes,»ma'am. |
Q. And how do you recognize this?
A. It's a picture I took.
Q. And what's it a picture of?
A. A Holy Bible and a gun.
Q. And what gun is that?
A. The gun that I used in the robbery.
Q. When did you take this photo?
A. Uh, I believe the night before the robbery.
MS. FULLER: At this time the State seeks to move
State's Exhibit 107 into evidencé.
MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 107 is in without objection.
MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, sir.
BY MS. FULLER:

\

Q. Can you tell me whether or not you were in a motel

room when you took this photograph?

A. I was.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 Q. Were you in Aiken?

2 A. At the Econo Lodge.

3 : MS. FULLER: I'm going to go ahead and have this

4 | marked as State's Exhibit 109.

5 : (WHereupon, State's Exhibit #109 marked for

6 ' identification.f

7 BY MS. FULLER:

8. 0. On State's Exhibit 109 I'm gonna ask you to open

.9 that and ask you if you recognize it? |

10 AA. (Witness complies.) I do.

11 Q. How do you recoéhize it?

12 ‘ A. It's my phoﬁe.

13 , _ MS. FULLER: A£ this time the State'seeks‘to move

14 State's Exhibit 1O9Ainto evidence.

15 ‘ i MR. WILLIAMS: If I could see thaf, Your ﬁonor.
‘16;;‘/ '_ ~© MS. FULLER: (Proffering.)

17 - _ MR. WILLIAMS: No objection.

18 THE COURT: 109 is the iPhone?

19 % ' MS. FULLER: Mr. Wilson's iPhone.

20 v THE COURT: 109 admitted.

21 BY MS. FULLER:

22 Q. Would this be the phone that you used to take those

23 two photographs?

24 A. Yes, ma'am.

25 Q. Can you tell me whether or not you gave your phone
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to law enforcement?

A.

Q.

]

I did. !

Can you tell me whether or not you alsd'gave them

the PIN to your phone?

A.

Q.

I did.

Let's talk about that. Do you recall on March 22nd

meeting with law enforcement?

A. I . do.

0. This would have been after you were arrested in
Maryland on‘March‘llfh? ‘ ~

A. Yes,vma'am.

Q. - And you made it down to South Carolina?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you,teli me whether or not you shared with them

exactly what your role was in being involved in this home

invasion?

A,

Q.

)

I did.

And you shared with them much of the testimony that

you gave here today?

A.

Q.

located?

I did.

Do you recall showing them where this gun was

I do.
Go ahead and tell me about that.

Uh, I was in the middle of saying what happened and,
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uh, I told them that I threw the gun and we immediatély cut it
short and they took me to show them where it was and I did.

Q Where did you show them it was?

A Iﬁ was 1in the bushes at .the Quality Inn in Aiken.

Q. - And that would also be by the Waffle House?

A Yes, ma'am. Right across the street.

Q Can you tell me whether or not you also tobk them

back to the Tidwell residence?

A. I did.
Q. What,. if anything, did you show them was there?
A. It was two iPhones, uhm, I believe another gun; I

believe two gﬁns that was supposed to be in the pond right
beﬁind theirkhouse.

Q. .Let me show you this. You said thexpond behind
their house. ‘Can you tell me whether or not looking at
State's Exhibit 14if you see that pond?

I do.

And where 1s it?

This one right here.

" And when did those’items end up in the pond?
Uh, that night. The night of.the robbery.
And who threw those items in the pond?

Josh.

And where did these items originally come from?

:>ro:>'zou>p;>p;>

The house. The Tidwell residence.
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Q. - .The gun that you took from, that was taken from thé
victimé' car, whgre did that end up?

A. I do n;t know. ' - | i' 7/

Q.  You~mentioned that there may have been two-guns in
the pond but you képt you;s: What's this other‘gun that
you're talking aboqf? | .

A.  Supposed to be a derringer one shot .22 and a
Judge. | » |

Q. Okay. A Judge. Wé've heard some talk ébout the

~ Judge. .The .22, where did - that come from? ‘ T

A, Itvwas sitting on the nightstand.

Q. Whose nightstand?‘ | h

,A.-‘ T believe Mr. Tidwellfsvnightstand or it was in the
drawer. Tt was either on the nightstand .or in the drawer.

Q. Would this .be inifhe‘mastef»bedroom?

A.‘ Yes, ma'am. It's a little one shot.

Q. When yo& went to the Tidwells'_house that day and

committed this homé invasion, can you tell me whether or not
you were given aﬁy instructions onvwhat to do if things went
bad?
MR{"WILLIAMS: Objection. Calling fbr hearsay. . I
don't knd& who 1it's cdming from. |
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. By your co—defendanf?’

.

THE COURT: Well, she can rephrase it. Rephrase

~ \
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1 that question so it's -
2 BY MS. FULLER:
3 : Q. I'll say it the same way and then add on by your
4 co-defendant? A ' _ o |
5 vA. Lowman told us specifically if anything went bad, to
6 gd ahead agd dispose of them.
7 \. Q. I>need you to-é@éak up and ﬁaké that a clearer
-8 . statemént? \
9 - .A; : He-told us to‘go aheaa and diSsté of_theﬁ.
710 Q. What-does.aispoée of them ﬁéan? o
11 A. Kill them. |
12 Q. 'Ahd who gave yoﬁ‘those inétructions?
13 VA._U Lowman. | a
'14 ] Q. Lowman?
‘15 J ‘A, Abin Lée Lonan.T |
16 . | -.Q. So waé the plan that day to disﬁose‘pf or~kill the
17 Tidwells? | | '\ |
18 A. Only if it went bad..
19 Q. 'Did things .go bad?
20, A. It definitely did.
21 0. Who made the decision not to kill them?
22 A; Kind of like a jbint deéision between me and Josh.
< 23 %rmeén,‘it waé nbthing,uthere was nothing there that we wenﬁ
24 for. It was - it was completely - there was nothing there
25  that we went for so we knew that they weren't who they were

i

/
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made out to be so it wasn't gonna happen.
MS: FULLER: Nothing further at this time, Your
Honor.
MR. WILLIAMS: May iﬁ please the Court.
THE COURT: VYes, sir.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS: |
Q. You ére James C. Wilson, aren't you% (
A. I am.
Q. You don't have another ideﬁtity or anything like
that?
A. I do not.
Q. Now, as I understand your testimony you said that
you felt bad about going in this house. You tried to comfoft

Mrs. Tidwell. Tried to comfort Mr. Tidwell. All these things

true?

A. I never said I tried to comfort Mr. Tidwell.

Q. Just Mrs. Tidwell?

A. Yes, sir.

Q.- But you felt bad about what you-did?’

A. Definitely did.

Q. And the person who told you to go ahead if things

went bad and kill these poor people was Mr. Lowman?
A. Yes.

Q. And we can all agree that Mr. Lowman didn't take
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ut of that house, did he?
He did not. ’ s

Well, now, doesn't that contradict what you said,

earlier when you said that he got some ring from the ears of

Ms. Tidwel
Center?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

1 and it is currently in the Edgefield Detention

I never said that he got them himself.
Okay. So-how.did that happen?
That would be hearsay, sir.

So you don't know how that happened but you know

that the ring which came from --

A.
Q.
front of i
(sic)?
A.

Q.

I never said it was a ring, sir.
I'm sorry. The earrings. TI'll put the ‘ear on the

|
t. The earrings that came from poor Ms. Tisdale 1
. . \

- Mrs. Tidwell.

Tidwell. I'm sorry.. I'm just old and a little

stupid. But they came from her and somehow they end up in

Edgefield
A.
Q.

Edgefield

Edgefield

Detention Center, right?

Mr. Lowman had them.

Well, now, don't you think that somebody with the
Detention Center, if he was checked into the

Detention Center, they probably would have put that

information down and the head Solicitor over there Rick

Hubbard would go say let me Jjust introduce, let me get that

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123'

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

'+ 799

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

799

and introduce that if we have that?
MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I don't need'to be a part
of a question. I'm not the investigator.
THE COURT: I don't want to create a witness issue
so rephrase your queétion.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. Don't you think if law enforcement had arrested
Mr. Lowman, placea him in the Edgefield Detention Center and
he had an item which was stolen frdm Ms. Tidwell, somebody
would have gogten it, would have taken a picture of it, would
have listed it?

A. I can't do their law enforcement job for them,

sir.
Q. You can'ﬁ do their job for them?
A. I can't do law enfdrcement's job for them.
‘Q. So that's really a little closer to what I'm trying

to get to. So that's the James Wilson I want to talk to now.
I want to talk to the James Wilson that takes a picture of a
gun and puts it next to the Holy Bible before he goes off and

robs these two people. You did that?

A. I did.

Q. What was funny about that? What was humorous about
that?

A. I never said it was humorous. ’

Q. - What was your point?
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Q.

You wouldn't understand.
Explain it to me.

It's unexplainable.

Why did you do it?

It was ‘a poor choice.
Why did you do it?

It was a poor choice.

Is there an underlying reason why you would

the high regard for having these two items together?

a reasén for that?

A.

name?

b

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABRIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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There's no reason for that.
Where are you originally from?
South America.

Whét'country?

Guiana.

And you're friends with who? Josh? Is that

Yes, sir.

Where is he from?

From South Carolina.

Where is he originally from?
South Carolina.

Where afe his parents from?
South Carolina.

He's not from Guiana or anything like that?

800
not have
Is there

his
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A; No. He's not.

Q. So you're the only one from there?

A. I'm from there.

Q. -~ But you and he are frierds that met up in Maryland
and became good friends. Were you working up in Maryland?

- A. I was at one poinﬁf
T Q. At what point were you workiné up ﬁhefe?
.A.' T worked for UPS.

Q. UPsS?, |

A, Yes.

Q. When were'you working for UPS?

A. vI_cannOt recall the exact dates.

Q. How old were you when you worked for UPS?

A. I believe 21.

Q. So you got a job working for UPS, some guy from
South Carolina\saYS let's gb down.and have a lick on séme
people that live down here in South Cérolina?

Al When this situation happened I was 22. I was no )
longer working at UPS. B

Q. When did you quit working for UPS?

A. I don‘t:know the exact date.

Q. i What were you doing back when ybu were 22\and some

guy from South Carolina dangled some opportunity for you down
here in South Carolina?

A. Nothing.

A
\

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



802

10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

STATE OF S.C. VS.

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

802

Q. I'm sorry?

A. I was doing nothing.

Q. Doing nothing?

A. No.
| Q. How were you getting by?

A%‘ How‘was I getting by? I was doing nothing.

Q. Weli,‘you can't get by'doing nothing, can you?

A. I see a lot of people that get by doing pothing.
- Q. Well, don't you think these two individuals over

here who éo to work every day, I doﬁ't know,. 6:00; come home -
eyery>night 9:00, they're doing something.every day, aren't
they?

A Yes, sir.

Q. And that's why they have sométhing?

a It is.

Q. But you came down here to steal money and jewelry
ffom them? |

A. Made a bad choice. I had the wrong imﬁreSsiqp of
them first of all because 6f your client. :

Q; - Well, we don't ﬁéed have to worry about it then if
it's jdst a bad choice, right?
A. I;m not worried about it.

Q. What did you tell law enforcement in regards to why
you came down here? Did you mention that Mr. Lowman was

trying to sell you a car?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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" A. He was. /
Q. He was? -
A. He was.
Q. So when he was driving you around here in Séuth
Carolina, he was'showing you car lots?
A. That had nothing to do with the car that he was
trying to sell me. The car that he was tfying to sell me is

currently sitting unable to move with transmission problems.

Q. Okay. So you actually came down here to buy a
car?
A. No. 'I did not come down here to buy a car.
Okay. |
A. That's just - that was - that was - there was talk
about a car but I did not come down here to buy a. car. I came

down here strictly for-the reason I'm sitting up here right
now‘in handcuffs. |

Q. So even though y'all talked about him selling'you a
car down here, the real reason you came down here was to
commit a lick?

A. A robbery.

Q. You called it a lick, didn't you?
A. That's the same thing as a robbery.

Q. I just want to deal with Mr. James C. Wilson when I
use that word lick.

A. James C. Wilson would call it a robbery also.
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Q. Well, he doesn't do it when he communicates with law
enforcement. He calls it a lick, doesn't he? Doesn't he?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. So you say that'you are with Josh and

with Robert Goodwin who happens to be the uncle of Lee,

right? a
A.  Correct.
Q... And I think you said, correct me if I'm wrong, but

you came up, he came up on one day and y'all decided to come

back on the same day to come down to do the lick?

A. I did.
.Q. Same d&ay?
A.  Same day.
. Q. Didn't think about it very long, did you?
A. The opportunity was already presented to me about a

week before when I saw Mr. Lowman a week before. _The day that
I told him that we agreed was the day that we left, not the
day that it was presented to me.

Q.  So y'all did do somekthinking about 1it?

A. We did. |

Q. 2And it would be your understanding that my cliént

over here.is the mental giant to master piece this heavy dufy
burglary and break-in and everything, right?

A. He did.

Q. And he is so clever, so clever that he gets
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somebody's ID with somebody else's name on it and he puts it
there on a carport so that law enforcement will how some say,
well, it must be somebgdy else?

A, Somebody from South Carolina. Somebody from
Charleston._vA place that I have nevér béen before.

Q. Well, wouldn't he have been smarter to steal
somebody else's ID from some other area than somebody who
migﬁt even know him maybe?

A; You would have to ask'yQuf client that; sir.

Q. Well, why would he pick somebody's ID wﬁo happened
to be the cousin who found the key that allegedly was used on

the car that drove away? Why would he do that?

A. I cannot answer that.

0. Those circumstances are just remarkable, aren't
they? !

A, I cannot answer that question.

Q. All right. Let me ask you these questions. You

weren't straight with the police when you were telling them

what went on originally, were you?

A. Yes. I was.
Q. You were? What did you tell them about the jewelry

and where from jewelry was located?

A: Oh, I didn't. Okay.
Q. What?
A. You're right.
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Okay.

I was not straidht at first.

Okay. And what did you tell them the first time?
I told.them that the jewelry was left down here.
Left where?

In SOch Carolina.

Where? _

In back of the Quality Ihn. .

And then you changed it, didn't you?

I did.

When did you change it?

I changed it -- I cannot remember the exact date.
Was it the next day-? -
No. It was not.

Was it the next week?

No., It was not.

Was it‘thé/next ﬁonth?

I cannot recall.

And then wﬁere did you say it was?
It was sqldAin Maryland.

Well, now, did tHe remorse that you had after doing

this robbery,'is that what made you all of a sudden decide to

tell law enforcement really what happened to the jewelry?

A.

The remorse was there from the beginning. You

cannot take the remorse away from me.
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Q. Well, why did it take so long to kick in?
A. Me saying, me telling them about the jewelry had
nothing to do with remorse.
Q. Why did you tell them about the jewelry then?
‘A. I told them about the jewelry because it needed to

be done. It had nothing to do with taking nothing away. from
the remorse I feel. |

0. Do you think it has anything to do with the charges
that you currently have pending against you?

A. ~ No. 'it does not. My charges are the same. They
will be the same.

Q. What are your charges?'

A. I cannot tell you offhand but'it's ghe same charges
that I agreed to. |

Q. - Yoﬁ dén't know what you're charged with? -

A. First degree bﬁrglary, two counts of kidnapping,

armed robbery.

Q. Anything else? o J : ' i
A. I do not believé so. I'm not sure. I believe'there
were eight warrants all together. I can't remember.
0. Well, that's not eight so there's got to be some
more. | |
A. I canﬁot remember. Thaf's what I'm saying. I think

criminal conspiracy.

0. _And what else?
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-
A, Possession of a weapon during a violent crime.
Q. And what else?
A. Theft of an auto. -
Q. What else?
A. Grand larceny. Well, that's grand larceny.
Q. Thatis a bunch. There's more though, isn't there?
Did you get charged impersonating an ATF officer?
A. Yes. i did.
UQ. bThat's impersonating a police officer?
A. Impersonating a police officer.
Q.. The essence of that charge ié lying about beipg who
you are. | '
3 A. ' Correct.
Q. Just like you lied to the police officer about where
the jewelry was.
A. Correct.
Q. Now, what else did you not tell the polibe that was

accurate? We'll use the word accurate.
:‘A' That's it.

Q. Well, how about telling them where the gun was
bought, the gun that was purchased? Did you originally tell
them that, did you tell them originally that the gun was-
bought from some guy in Spartanburg/Gfeenville or did you tell
them if was something?

A. I told them Spartanburg or Greenville. I believe I
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said it started with an "S".

Q. What now?

A. I believe I stated it started with an "S".

Q. We're breaking down now. - So it started with an ",
Anything else? Did you go through a litany with the police
officer about whether or not it“was Swansea or Colgmpia or
what have you? |

A. "I'm not from South Carolina, sir. I'm not familiar
with around here.

Q. Did you know where the gun was purchased from?

A. I know it was two hours away in the upstate so it
could not have been Columbia.

Q.- Did you tell the officer originally that the gun was
bought two hours away?

A. I told him it was bought in a big city with an "S".

0. It was bought in a big city with an "S". Well, like

it could be Seneca, I guess, if you're from the upstate?

A. I'm not familiar with the upstate.

Q. You didn't know where you were, did YOu? Right?
A. (No response.)

Q. Let's falk about the Walmarts.

A. Ckay.

Q. Did you originally say that you bought - that all

these things happened on one day? That you went to two
Walmarts in one day?

Ve
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I did.

So you didn't say you bought the bullets the next

I may have my days confused.

What else have you got confused?
Nothing else.

Are you confused about Lee over there?
No. I'm ﬁot confused about your client.

Well, let's talk about when you said that he always

has, he always has his work clothes on and has his work boots

on. Do you remember that?

A.

Q.

Exhibit 97

I do.
Let me show yOu what has been marked as State's

(proffering.) ’'Do you remember talking to the

. Solicitor about that particular photo or exhibit?

AL

=IO E - O L.®,

have on?

It was asked about from earlier.

Where did you say it was taken?

It was taken in North Augusta.

North Auéusta. . And who is that in that picture?.
Abin Lee Lowman. | N

What kind of shoes dQes he have on?

Boots.

All right. And what-kind of work outfit does he

He doesn't have a work outfit.
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Q. So he doesn't always have on a work outfit, right?
A.. That same day, earlier that day'he was in the

exhibit in the State's evidence wearing the work jacket.

Q. But he doesn't always wear it, right?

A. He must have took it off because he got hot.

Q. Well, now, look at State's Exhibit number 101 and,
100. Aga;n, he doesn't have his Work outfit on theref
right?

A.__ That's the same exact picture walking out of the

same Walmart.

Q. As this one?

A. As that one.

Q. And that's your testimony that those are work
boots?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Dié you tell law enforcement that when he was puyihg

bullets, that you were in there, you and Josh were in there

looking at video games?

A, I do not recall.

Q. You don't recall?

A. No. )

Q. What did you tell the Solicitor éarlier about what

you were doing?
A. I was in the car.

Q. You were in the car?

)
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A. He wanted to go buy something because he didn't want
anybody on camera with him. ,

Q. So what is it you don't recall? Are you saying that

you might have told the police officer that you and Josh were

in there looking at games and things like that?

A. I'm saying I might have got the two Walmarts
confused. -
Q. What else do you have confused?

AN

A Nothing;

Q Who is Jay Wilson?

A. . Myself.

Q Is théré anybody else that is known as Jay>Wilson

with a gmail address gmail.com?

A.. I wouldn't say so.

Q. I'm sofry?

A. No. I wouldn;t know. I wouldn't know. I just know
myself.

Q. Well, let's talk about March the 3rd. You remember

March the 3rd of 2017, right?

A. Yes. '

Q. That's the day when you and the other three guys
went to Tidwell Jewelers and Lee went in and bought a ring for
his fiancee, girlfriend, wife, whatever, best person and you
say Josh went in with him, right? |

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. All right. While he was in that store, who was on

the Internet on their cell phone looking up information about

Tidwell Jewelers?

AL Possibly myéelf. _

Q. Possibiy yourself. Well, now, wh? would you be on
your cell phone looking up information about Tidwell Jewelers
when your friend, we'll call him your friend, was simply in
there buying a ' ring for his girlfriend?

A. I was looking up information about Tidwell Jewelers
because we came down here to rob the Tidwélls. It had nothing
to do with‘anybody being at the store. 'He went in the store
to try to find out information about where théy lived.

Q. Is that the first time that you started getting on

your cell phone to look up information about Tidwell

Jewelers?
A. I believe so.
Q. So it just so happened that when you happened to

pdli up in front of the jewelry store where he's going in to
buy a ring for his girlfriend, that's when you start looking
up information about Tidwéll Jewelers, not. before, but on.
March the 3rd is when you started looking it uﬁf tfue?

' A. T did no£ know -- Yes. That's true.

Q. How. many times did you go on your cell phone looking

up information about Tidwell Jewelers?

A. I cannot recall.
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Six?

I cannot recall.
More than ten?

I cannot recall.

Did you look up information about Danny Tidwell?

-l o - o

Yes.

Q. You did. 'On;your cell phone you looked up and tried
to find out where he lived_on-your cellvpﬂone?A |

A. Yes. - |

0. Well, now, if you're counting on_Lee Lowman to tell
you where. he lives, why are you on your cell phone looking.up
information about Mr. Tidweli and about his jewelry storé and
where he lives? |

A. Because all four of us all togethef did- not know

where he-lived so we thought that would give us an idea.

>Q. Give us?
A. Yes.
Q. Who had the cell phone?
A. Mel
.Q. Who was looking it up?
" A. Me. Biit I'm not by myself. I'm not alone.
Q.. “But Lee's lived down in Saluda a long time or in

this neck of the woods I should say-a long time, right?
A. Right. So how would I know Mr. Tidwell's name is

Danny if I didn't even know his name?
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Q. Because he told yoﬁ that he was going to buy a ring
for his girlfri?nd.

A. But he never told me he was gonna buy a ring for his
girlfriend from Danny Tidwell.

Q.: So when was the first time you started looking up
something about Danny Tidwell?

A. You just - you just - you just asked me that.

Q. March the 3rd, right?
. A. Yes.

Q. When he goes to the jewelry store to buy a ring?

A. Buy a ring. I knew his name was Danny. I never met
the man before. |

0. Not on March the 1lst, not on March the 2nd, right?

A. Those dayé I'm>qounting on Mr. Lowman to know the
address. Like I said'before in ﬁy testimony, he took me to a

~

house on March 1st that was supposed to be the address of the
Tidwells bﬁt it wasn't.

Q. Now, on that March 1lst date are you saying he was
driving the Impala on that date? '
A. Driving an Impala.

Q. Out of curiosity, why would you be riding around in
a Mercury Marquis that haé GPS monitoring on it?

A. You got to ask your client that, sir. It's not my
car.

Q. And you weren't driving that car around?

-
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1 A. I didn't know it had GPS monitoring. It was never
2 brought to my attention.
3 Q.‘ Let's talk about March the 3rd. Now, March the 2nd
4 where did you stay that night?-
5 A. March‘2nd we spent the night in Ridge Spring.
6 Q. Where did you spend the night at?
7 A. - Ridge Spring.
8 Q; Where?
9 A At the.apartment complex in Ridge Spring in the
lQ car.
11> Q. At the apartment complex éf'who?
12 ' A. Uh, I'm not sure who was that.
13 .Q. You're in Ridge Spring at an apartment complex and
14 you're spending the night in the car?
15 - A. 'I'm in the Ear.  Yes, sir.
16 Q.- How did you decidé to spéhd the night in a car in an
17 apartment complex in Ridge Spring?
18 - A. It was not my decision. It was Mr. Lowman's
19 decision. |
20 Q. Who was in the car with you?
21 A Me,fJosh, Rob and Mr. Lowman.
22 Q. He spent the nighﬁ in the car with you?
23 A He did.
24 Q So all four of you guys are sleeping in the car,
25 right? /
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Yes, sir.

And then the next day he goes to get a room at

At the Knights Inn.

Knights Inn? | N

Yeah.

And he gets it for three nights?
He does. |

And how maﬁy people does he put down that are

staying there?

A.
Q.
A.

there.

oo 0 0O

" stay?

Augusta.

Uh, I'm not sure.
You don't know?

I'm not sure how many people he put down staying

That's where you saw his girlfriend?
Yes. .

And who stayed in that room that night?
Myself, Mr. Lonan and Josh. |

Where did Mr. Goodwin and where did his girlfriend
Ended up taking her home that night.
I'm sorry?

Ended up going home that night. He took her back to

So he drove them back to Augusta?
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A, Yeah, that night and came back to the hotel.

Q. So you and Josh and Robert Goodwin did not get in

that Marquis and leave them there while y'all drove around

that night?

A. ‘Oh, we did earlier that day but we came back.

Q. Wait a minute. Let's slow down.
A. When we first got to the hotel, they wanted some

.privacy so we left them in the room. That was before night

. even fell. At 5:30 that afternoon we got back in the car and

we left her in the room and we went and followed Mr. and

Mrs. Tidwell,vthen we Came back to the hotel after we were

finished and Mr. Abin Lee Lowman took his girlfriend, fiancee,

whatever you want td_call her, he took her home .’
Q. '~ Let me slow you down. So didn't you just admit two

seconds ago that you and Josh and Robert Goodwin took the car

i
{

and left Abin Lowman with his girlfriend‘at the motel room
which he got for heland his girlfriend and y'éll drove off
somewheres, correcté | A |

A, Wé néver léft Aiken. We drove off.in Aiken to drive
around before 5:30, beforé Mr. and Mré. Tidwell closed their
store that night. .

Q. And then you came back and followed Mr. and Mrs.
Tidwell around?

A. We went back to the hotel-room. Abin Lee Lowman got

in the car, left his girlfriend in the hotel room, all four of
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us collectavely went back and followed Mr. and Mrs. Tidwell
that night, then we went back to the hotel room which me} Rob
and Joéh, they did while Mr. Lowman took his girlfriend

home. i

Q. Do they have'pameras}at.that Royal Kﬁighﬁs Hotel?

A. I cannot say that. I was not looking for cameras..

Q. Have you ever been to a motel “that didnft have
.cameras? -G

A. 'i’can‘t tell_you. I never paid atﬁention to cameras
or -that.

Q. So you come down here. ,Youfre supposed to have the.

cash to buy the goods, right? And he's supposéd to furnish
the car and he's supposed to find you a place to stay,

" right?

‘A, We'bought our own motel trooms.
0. You,deght your oOwn motel‘roqms?‘
: ~
A, Yeah. We‘paid for our own rooms. We paid for our

OWn Trooms regardless of who was paying that they weré puﬁ '
into, we paid for them. |
Q. You even had the taxi.cab driver's ﬁame,‘didn't you,
on one motel receipt? | |
A. Yes.
Q. So please tell the jury why in the world a taxi cab
person would give you his ID to register your room in?

A. He never gave me his ID. He bought the room on his
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1 own beécause When we got into that cab, my ID was in Mr.

2 Lowman's car. . Rob Goodwin's ID waé in Lowman's car. Joshua

3 - Darien was too yéung to get a room in his name.

4 Q. So you're tellingvme fhat after you did ‘this

5‘, robbery/ you called a taxi cab driver, right? To pick y'éll
"6 up; isn't that right? .

7 . A. ,From Aiken after'we ditched the cafi ’

38 Q. All right.- Because‘yoﬁ didn‘t_neéd a . car if you;had _t
-9 -avcar solyou called the taxicab.peoplelfo’pick you up, right?
10 . A. After we run from the police in Aiken. |

"411" : Q. .Qkayf Wellf if it helps you remember it, that's
12 finé.‘xBut‘you did,thét and when the taxicab guy épt there,
13 ybu‘told him( look, we don't have.an ID but would you please
14 give ' us a room or use your name to~ren£_us a room at‘this';—
15 Whe£e‘did you‘stay?i
16 | A. .We’stayed'at the Econo Lédge;

17‘ © Q. Econo Lodge? "~

18 l A. AYeah. )

19 Q. When‘was this, March the 8th?

20_ A. Yes, sir. |

21 Q. What wasfthe name of the taxicab guy that used his
22 ID to get you guys a room at the Econo Lodge? . |

23 A. I cannot recall his name. |

24 : Q. - Did you have to pay him extra to use his ID?

25 A. He did not requiréu |
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Q. He did not require?
A. He felt bad for us because he thought we were
stranded.
Q. So none of these, none of these motel people require

~you to actually show an ID, do they?

A. What do you mean?

Q. You didn't have to have the ID to show it to the

‘person who was giving you a, room, the taxi guy, you didn't

have to have the ID? You could just say my name is John Smith

and then you could det the motel room, right?

A. No. You Have to show ID. o

Q0.  You don't have to show an ID?

A. You do have to show ID.

Q. So he came inside, showed his ID and gét you a room

that night?

A.  He did.

Q. And you didn't pay him for that? ‘

A. I did not pay him for that. He thought we was
stranded. |

Q. How much did you pay him to pick you up?

A. I do not recall. |

Q. What was his name?

A, I do not recall.

Q. Did you see him again?

A. Never.
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Q. Do you know if they keep records of pick ups and
stuff like that by taxi people?
A. I wouldﬁ't know. ‘
Q. How much did you pay him?
| A. I do not recall. |
‘Q. You don't remember anything about money about .
that?
A‘;, I don't remember How much the taxicab ride was.
Q. Okay. ‘Well,r;et me ask you this: How much mqnéy
did you take from Mr. and Mrs. Tidwell?
'_A.' I did not,personally take their money.
Q. So you didn't take any jewélry from them? You
didn't take any money from them?
A. I admitted to taking jewelry.
Q. You did? ,
A. - Yes. I did. I took the bracelet off of
Mr. Tidwell's hand. I just said that in my testimony
earlier. .
Q. Didn't you tell law enforcement at some point
through these many times that yéu didn{t_take any‘jewelry?
A, No. I did not physically possess the jewelry when

we left the house. Physically I possessed the jewelry after
the robbery _when we were on our way back to Maryland.
Q. Aren't you playing with words there?

A. No. I'm not.

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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Q. You're saying you didn't take it from the house?

A. I never said -- I did not -- I personally did not

have the jewelry in my possession when we left the house.

Q. Okay. You had no jewelry, right? When you left the:

house, right?

Yes, sir.

Continue.
Continue.
<Thatvis true.

4

Josh. Joshua.

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
0.
A
Q
A
Q
A Yes.
Q

This is the young guy.

/

Correct me if I'm wrong.

Well, is that true or not?

And how much money did he have?

You had no money when you left the house, right?

Who had the money and who had the jewelry?
Now, this is the young guy, right?

Your friend who you got into this?

A. Uhm, I cannot say the exact amount. He did not give

me - he did not §how me the exact amount.

I got about $700.00.

,

He just split it.

Q. You know it was 40007
A. I did not know that. No.
J
Q. You didn't know the jewelry was over a hundred
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thousand, did you?

A. No. I did not.

Q. So Josh isvthe master mind here, right?
A. No. Josh is not the master mind here.
0. Who sold the jewelzry?

A. I-did.

Q. Who-did you.séll'it to?

A. This lady in Méryland.

Q. What's her name?

A. I do not know her name.

Q. Yoﬁ don't now her name?

A. No. I don't.

Q. Didn't you.tell law enforcement that you weren't

] .

gonna give them their name because you didn't want to get her
in trouble?
| A. No. I said I did not tell the truth at that time

because I did not want .to implicate the lady.' I didn't know

her nameé.

Q. Well, you didn't tell them you didn't know the name,
did you?

A. Thgy didn't ask me if I knew her name.

Q. So now we've got to ask -- Law enforcement is not

ésking you the correct questions, are they? Is that how this
works?

A. I cannot answer that.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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' 825

Let's talk about these walkie-talkies. You bought

four walkie-talkie, right? You bought them?

A.

0.

that.

N Q.

>'©>o'>o‘g>o

Correct. No. -Not me individually.

"Okay. I don't want to trick you.

Me and Josh, we both collectively spent money on

So you and Josh bought four?
Right.

Where did you buy them at?
Walmart.

I can't hear you now.

"Walmart.

You bought them from Walmart?

Right.

.You didn't tell anyone at any.point in time that Lee

bought these walkie-talkies and zip ties from Western Auto or

anything. like that, right?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

No.
Who bought the zip ties?
Lee did.

But you bought the walkie-talkies? Lee bought the

walkie-talkies?

A.

.Q.

N

No.
Josh bought the walkie-talkies?

No. Me and Josh paid for them collectively.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. It's gonna be -- All right. Who physically hands
thé money to the cashier?

A. I believe it was me.

Q. Okay. So you took Josh's money, ybulwént to the
cashier, you gave them the money and then you took the

walkie-talkies away from the store?

A. "That's correct.
Q. -When did‘YOu do that?
A. Uh, it would have beén‘that day or the ch;
Q. ..On the 6th? | o
A.. ‘On the 6th when I boﬁght the rest of my clothing.
Q.  Is this picturé State'é Exhibit 105, ié that you?
A. Yeaﬁ. That's me.
Q. So what's in this bag here are. walkie=talkies?
A. Walkie-talkies with some dark clothing and some
glovés., | |
; Q. 'Ali right.- And is this Josh gn page 1027
| A. Yes. | | o ’
Q. And what's in his bag?
A. Some dark clothing” and some gloves.
Q. How 50 you know what Josh is putting in‘his bag? -
A. Because we got our itemé from the same exact
‘aislé.
Q. But he gives you money and you combine youf money

and you pay for stuff and you get a bag and then he gets other

-
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money to pay for his clothes and gets another bag, right?

A. He bought his clothes himself. I bought my._clothes
myself. But we both collectively put together our money for
the walkie-talkies. That's how that played out.

QL Well, you and Josh have been together for at least

four and a half months over this last .year, haven't you?

A. Uh, yes. We have.

Q. You have. Have y'all talked a lot?

A. Yeah. We talk a lot.

Q. Every day?

A. He's in.the same pod as me.

Q. ‘Same pod?

A. Yeah.

Q. For four and a half months. Okay. Well, when y'all

went to Mr. anders. Tidwells' house and you said that all of
y'all were out there and Lee left~—7.Or how long did y'all
haﬁg out there waiting on something to happen%

A. We stayed out there for‘quite a while. We were
there from the ﬁime‘they were home until the time we left.

Q. And the picture that showed the hill there, that's
where y'all were laying on the hill,'right?
Laying on the hill. '

Is that right next to the par 3 green?

I don't know about golf courses, sir.

]

Did you see something that looked green that had a
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stick in it that had a flag on it?

A
Q.
A

Q.

There's a lot of those on a golf course.
So how many people were laying on that hill?
Four.

So you got four guys in the middle of Saluda County

on Persimmon Hill Golf Course laYing on the side of a hill,

right?-
A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Nobody came up to you and said, hey, what are -you

guys doing here?

A.

Q
A.
Q
A

10

It was nighttiﬁe.

So it waé nighttiﬁe the whole timé?
No. .It got dark.

So when did you lay on the hill?
When it was dark.

You waited until it was dark. So you sat in the car

until it turned dark?

=R O @) ?

- Didn't stay in the car.

So where did you stay?
On the pathway.
Did you stand the whole time?

We were standing on the péthway trying to figure out

what to do next. When it got dark, we decided to go and ‘lay

on the slope.

Q.

.

And you laid down there and you watched Mr. Tidwell
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lay down there on the couch and watch TV, Mrs. Tidwell went to

bed. You said Mrs. Tidwell went to bed first, didn't you?

A. She went into the bathroom.

Q. She went to the bathroom. Do you know when she went
to bed?

A I do not know the exact tiﬁe.

Q Did you have binoculars with you?

AL ﬁo.

Q Did you méah to have.binéculars withlyou?'

A No.

Q. And did you see Mr. Tidwell get up after the TV went

off and go to bed?

A. vNo. I just saw the TV go off. )

Q. .So you're the one in Chatge of Watching everything,
right?

A. No. We're collectively all right there on the hill

- doing the same thing. .

Q. You all were seeing the same thing, you all were
putting your money together?

A. This was a collective.

Q. It's collective.

A. This was a joint thing.

Q. Joint thing.

A. Yeah. It was not - it wasn't a one man thing.

Q. Then why is it that only three of you went in the
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1 house?
2 A. Because Mr. Lowman had another objective. His
3 objectivé was to go to the store and canvass the store while
4 he sent me, Josh and Robert Goodwin into ﬁhe hou;e.
5 Q. So he didn't go in the house?
6 A | No. Mr; Lowman never went in the house.
7 Q. Never went in the house?
8 A Mr. Lowman never éntered the housé.
9 ' Q. So if he never went in the-house, how did he obtain
10 the earrings that ended up in the Edgefield Detention
11 Center?
12 A. Must have been passed to him.
13‘ Q. How?
14 v A, I don'tvknow how. That would be.speculation, sir.
15 VI can't say. |
16 Q. But you left them in Ms. Tidwell's ears?
17 A.  Yes.
18 . Q. Let's talk about flashlights.
19 _ A.\ Okay.
20 Q. You didn}t have any flashlights when you went there,
21 right?
22 A. No. We didn't.
23 Q. So if there were three flashlights being shown in
24 that night in that house, you don't know where that other
25 third flashlight came from, do you?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-Gs-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18
19
20
21

22

.23

24

25

JAMES CHRISTOPHER WILSON - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

831

831
A. There was onlyktwo flashlights.
Q. There were only two flashlights so that there could
have only been two people holding a'flashlight, right?
A. Correét.
Q. Okay. So having said that, objectively if you were

counting flashlights with one pérson holding each one, the

third person who would have been in there, if there was a

third person who was in there, would not have had a

flashlight?

A. - He would not have.

0. And who didn't have the flashlight? -

A. Josh.

Q. All right. So you and Robert had the flashlight,

Aright?
A. Correct.
Q. All right. Now, who wés in charge of Ms. Tidwell?
i .
i Nobody was specifically in charge-of anybody.
Q. Josh wasn't in\charge of her?
A. Jpsh wasn't in charge of>anybody.
0. You said he was the nice one, right?
A. He was the nice one.
Q. And 'you were the nice one?
A. I was not nice to Mr. Tidwell but I was showing

compassion to Mrs. Tidwell.

-~

Q. This is not like the three bears story, is it? You
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got one guy who's really mean, one guy who's kind of in
between, one guy who's really sweet?

A. I'm not familiar with the three bears story.

Q. So Robert, you call him Robert or Bob?

A. Call him Robert.

Q. ‘Robert?

A.  Robert.

Q. Rob?

A. Call him Rob.

Q. Rob. Uhm, hefs the one who goes in first, right?

Al Correct. | | |

Q. Now, who is the one who breaks the window so that
everybody can go in?

A. Josh.

Q. You're not the woman who —-- You're not the man} not
the persoh -- I'm sorry. You're not the person who goes into '

the storage room and gets the piece of equipment to break the

=0 2 0 IJ>‘

cutters.

Q.

I am. . -

You areé

I did.

So you are the one who broke the window to go in?

I did not break the window. I went and got the bolt
I did not break the window.

Who broke the lock so that you could go in?
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Broke the locks where?

In the window. How did y'all get in the house?
Josh bfoke the window.

Josh did it?

" Yeah.

LI - O N © B

So let me get this straight. You don't actually
break it open so people can come into these peoples' house?
You don't actually take apy'money from the house? You don't
actually take any jewelry? You don't acﬁually buy a gun? You
don't actdally --
MSL~FULLER: Objection, Your Honor.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. -- do anything, dé you?
vMS. FULLER: That was like five questions.
THE COURT: : It was five. |
BY THE WITNESS: |
A. I'm actually guilty of everything I'm charged
with. | V

THE COURT: He can explain his answers.

‘BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. I'm sorry?

A. I said I'm actually guilty of everything I'm charged
with.

Q. But you didn't do any of those things, right?

A. (No response.)
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1 Q Right?
2 A. (No response.)
3 Q You didn't break iﬂ, right?
4 A (No re§ponse.)
5 Q. You didn;t take any money, right? I can give them
6 to you one at a time. All you've goR to do is say yes or no;
7 is that correct?
8 . A Correct.
9 Q You'didn't take the jewelry, .correct?
10 A. Correct.
11 Q But you did check out Mr. Tidwell on your cell
12 phone, correct?
13 \ 'A. Correct.
14 ‘ Q. When is it that you learned -- Did you make any text
- 15 back to anyone back in Maryland after you were on the run, on
16 the lam? |
17 | A, On the lam as far as going back home?
18 Q. After you had gotten away from the house after the
19 police had chased you for two hours in the woods, did you text

20 anybody?

21 A. Uh, I'm sure I did.

22 | 0 You're sure yoﬁ did?
23 A. Yeah. I'm sure I did.
24 o) And who did ybu text?
25 A I'm not sure.
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Well, now —-—

0.

A. Probably only one person.

Q. Well, you were in trouble, right?

A. I was.

Q. You've got the police chasing you in the woods?
A. I was.

Q. Seems like the first persog‘you'text would be

somebody important in your life, right?

A. I would.

Q. I'm sorry?

A. I would.

Q. It was?

A. I said I would.
0. And Who was it?
A. Uh, I'm hot sure.
Q.

take the earrings out of Mrs.

A. I'm certain.

Y/

Tidwell's ears?

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, that's all I have.

THE COURT: Redirect.

MS. FULLER: I don't have any redirect, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Wilson, you may step

down. I think this is a good time to take a break.

have been going ‘an hour.

Y'all step in the jury room.

835

835

Now, you're certain that you were not the person to

We
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Don't discuss the case. If anybody wants to step outside
if you need to smoke, just tell the bailiffs. BAbout 15

minutes.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 3:00

p-m.)

(Short break.)

THE COURT: You ready?

MS. FULLER: Yes, Your Honor. The State's ready.

MR. WILLIAMS: fes, Your honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Bring them in.

(Whereupon, the juryientered the courtroom at 3:15‘
p.-m.)

" THE COURT: Call your next witness.
MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
Dorcas Braxton.
Thereupon,
DORCAS BRAXTON
after having been first duly sworn, testifiéd as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. Ms. Braxton, where are you employed?

A. Knights Inn, Aiken, South Carolina.

Q. Do you know what the address of that Knights Inn
is?

A. 1850 Richland Avenue, West Aiken, South Carolina.
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Q. How long have you been employed there?

A. Ten plus years.

Q. As you said a manager?

A, General -manager.

Q. As general manager. I'Qant to ask you a few

" questions. In the normal course of business is it customary

to keep records of people Qho rent rooms from you guys?

A. Yes, ma'am.

0. And these records, is this -something that.you would_

" have access to in the nérmal course of business? |

A. Yeé. ‘

Q. I want to show you a few documents.. I want tb‘ask
you if you recognize them? 4

A.  Yes. |

0 How do you recognize this?

A These are our guest‘folios.

Q. You say ours?

A Yes. Knights Inn.

Q And do you recognize this?

A.ﬁ Yes. It's a registration card, Knights Inn v
registration card for the gueét. |

Q. How do you recognize this?

A. This is the identification card. We always make
copies of it.

Q. These three items, are these the items that would be
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kept at the Knights Inn on Richland Avenue?
A. Yes.
MS. FULLER: Your .Honor, at this time the State
seeks to move what's marked as State's Exhibit 110, 111
and 112 into evidence. |
| MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I think she's asking if I
have any objection. I do not héve any objectien.
THE COURT: State'sillo, 111, 112, business records
of Knights Inn withoﬁt objection. -
Bf MS. FULLER:
Q,: ‘Just so the record is elear, State's Exhibit 110,

what éxactly is this?

A.- This is a gquest registration card.
Q. And 111, what is this?
A. Registration card folio.

0. And 1122

‘A. This-is the Yes, I do notification, a copy of it.

Q. Leoking at State's Exhibit 110, can yoﬁ tell me who
Was registered to a room on'this,night et the'Knights Inn?

A. It says Mr. Lowman. Lowman.

Q. And what date?
A. This is for March the 3rd, 2017. He departed on

March the 6th, 2017.
Q.. Looking at State's Exhibit 111, can you explain to

the jury what information is completed on this document?
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A, - Okay. The guest name, address, and his
arrival/departure date and room number. and the guest signature

at the :bottom.

Q. Let me ask you this: Who complétes this top.
pertion? | | |
A.” The guest aoes.
Q And the signature?
A The guest.
Q I notice here a DL number. What éxactly‘is that?
A, That's the driver's liceﬁse idéntifiéation‘number.
- .Q And who recofds that information?
i A Usually it?s~theﬂclerk;
Q And where would the clerk obtain'that information ..
-from?;» | |
A.’ From the copy of the ID and tﬁe'copy'of the  —-
0. I'ﬁ gonna show ydu-State's 112. T know these are
originals. Do you mind if I séparate)them?
AL No. o
Q. And these are originals that yéu brought to court

here tOdéy?

A. Yes. They are.

Q. Now that they are separated, téli me.what is the
purpbse of photocopying the i?dividual's‘ID?

A. Wé_always have to make sure that it's the correct

individual, that no one else is using their ID.
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.Q. Let me ask you this:- You have been working at the
Knights Inn for quite soﬁe-time. Can you explain the process
when a peréon comes in and submits. the ID to the clerk?

A. It's for verification.

Q. Ahd does the clerk verify thaﬁ the person ﬁanding‘
them the identificatién is the person standing in front of
theﬁ? | | | |

‘.

Y.
A. 'Xes,' They do:v
Q. . Lopoking at- State's Exhibit 111, do you see the ID

- number on there? = &

‘A.  Yes.. I-do.

Q.\ ‘Can‘you.réad it for me?

A.  Sure. Tt ié‘IDvhumberfOO7799444;
Q. Aﬁd whose ID is this?

A; ‘ It“Safs Abin Lee Lowmén;v

Ql‘ Isithére a date'bf birth onfthére?
A. Thieré is. —

Q.- CénAyou tell if this is an identification cafdAor'a
driver‘s’liceﬁse? i
A. At the top it says idéntificatibﬁycard.,
Q. Looking at State'stxhibit 111 where the DL number
is recorded on there, can you tell me what nuﬁber is recorded
on there?

A, Sure. NG

0. .And this information would have been collected and
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)
recorded on March 3rd of 20177
A. Yes.
Q. "And these records would have been maintained by
you?
A, Yes.
0. Included in this folio?l
A. Yés. \
MS. FULLER:. That's‘all I have at this time, Your
Honbr.
MR. WILLIAMS: May it please the Court.
) THE COURT: Yes.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS: | o
0. Ms. Braxton, I'm Theo Williams. - You are the general

manager for the Knights Inn; is that correct?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

That's correct.
And you have been there for over ten years?
Ovér ten years.

I'm not going to ask how many. As your duty as

general manager how many Knights Inn are you over?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

One.
Okay. Y'all got more than ohe, don't you?
In Aiken we only have one.

I got you. Because of where it's located, you're

over one Knights Inn. Like if you were in another city maybe

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE‘LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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with two, would they'have more than one general manager if you
had like two Knights Inn in one city?
A. No. They would probably have a different one but I

don't know.

Q. But you're different from a manager, right?
A, Yes.
Q. Because a manager would be in charge of the day to

day operations of the staff that work there at the‘KnightS
Inn, right? Maybe I'm not being clear here; ‘Probably not.
I want to know why'they call you‘a general manager for the
Knights Inn?

A. Because I oversee the managers. I oversee every
employee'thefe.

Q. Got yéu. So because you can't be but in one place
at one time. Is there always a manager -on duty at the time
that the motel is being operated?

A.' Yes.

Q. Anhd how many managers are normally on duty during
that time period?

A. There's only one in the daytime, one in the
afternoon, one at night.

Q. All right. Now, are the managers the only ones that
can check somebody in?

A. No. It's not.

Q. So they have clerks?
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:

A. They do.

Q. That operate during the day that check people in,
don't they?

A. Mm-hmm.

Q. ~Now, you're the keeper‘of all the personnel cards,
aren't you?

A, Yes.

Q. I understand your manager is not available tocday; is
that correct?

A. Exactly.

Q.  But there are clerks that aléo work at that
location,.correct? )

A. Yes:

Q. .And they would normally be the individuals with the

personal knowledge of what happens at a specific time'during
that day; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. So are you capable of telling if you were askedland
hadvtime to look it up, are you capable of telling us who
would have been the clerk who was available on-Marcﬁ the 3rd

of 2017 at 1:00 in the afterncon? Is that 1:00 in the

afternoon?
A. - I can't see it from here.
Q. I'm sorry.

THE COURT: You have to talk loud. My court
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reporter has to hear you.
" BY THE WITNESS:
A. I said I couldn't see him from that distance.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
- 0. When would the person have checked in oﬁ thaf date
or do you know? .
A. I don't know.
0. The item shows that there's a check-in time of 1:00
p.m. on State's Exhibit number 1107
( A, Check-in time. Yes. You can check in any time
after 1:00 p.m;
Q. Any time after 1:00 p.m. you can check in?
A.' Yes.
Q. So you poséess‘the ability given sufficient time to

' check payroll records and the personnel records to tell us Who
was on duty at that time when Mr. Abih Lowman rented this room
for a guest for three nights?

A. Yes.

Q.  ‘And,did anyone reéuest that'of you to you
knowledge? | |
- A, No. Not.that I know.
Q. What do you know about what happened on March 3rd --
Strike that. Do you have -- Were you working on March the 3rd

of 2017 after 1:00 at the Knights Inn?
A. No.

\
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So you have no personal knowledge of anything that

happened that day?

A.

Q.

No. I haven't.

Now, clearly this shows that someone rented room

126; 1s that correct?

A.
Q.
A
Q.
registér,
A.

Q..

to rob you or something like that?

a copy of
you could
A.

Q.

Yes.

And is that a first level?

Yes. It is.

And describe, if you will, when you come in and

I assume there's a lobby, correct?

Yes. There is.

Do you have security cameras in case somebody tries
|

Yes. It is.

How many cameras you got unless it's a trade

In the front there are three cameras.

OCkay. If ;émeone had asked you té record, to bring
a tape of who checked in on such and such a time,
actually go back and check?

Yes. They could provide it for them.

And what does it mean if you have a check in time

with one guest? What does that mean?

A

Q.

!

[

What now?

Well, the receipt says, it has Abin Lowman's name on

-
2
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it and then it says guest one. What does that mean?
A. That means it only has one guest.
MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, ma'am.
THE COURT: Any redirect?
MS. FULLER: 'No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: All right. Ma'am, you're good to go.
MS. FULLER: Your Honor, request that she be
excused. |
THE COURT: All right. .She's got 1it.
MS. FULLER: ‘Thank you. Your Hono};jthe State calls
Agent Tommy Hines. |
Thereupon,
/ GEORGE THOMAS HINES
after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. FULLER:
Can you state your full name for the record.
George Thomas Hines.
Where are you currently employed?
The South Carolina Law'Enforcement division.
How long have you been employed thgre?
Apprqximately 12 years.

What is your current position?

- o N~ o X ol L S

I work in the fusion center on team three which is,
we basically are an intelligence gathering unit.

\
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Q. Can you break that down a little bit for the jury?

A. Basically what we do is we gather, analyze,
iﬁterpret intelligence as it relates to criminal
investigations thfough face to face contact with pebdple
through resources like data basis, cell phone intelligence
such as downloadiﬁg cell phohes, cell phone records so we
cover a wide variety of intelligence.
| Q. So to be clear, intelligence, what exactly does
intelligendé inclﬁde?

A. So intelligence can be any information that's gained

in reference to a criminal or fugitive investigation so it

could be any information about that individual, criminal

‘history, where they reside, where they have worked. It could

be cell phone information such as their gall records, their
call locations. 1Intelligence 1is aﬁy kind of information
that's gained in a criminal investigation.

Q. What's your-law enforcement education?

A, I have been through quite a bit of schools through
SLED, with'tﬂe Criminal Justice Academy. I also have been.
through several training classes outside of that that
encompass cell phone extraction, investigations,
interrogations, interviewing techniques as well as cell phone
data records and interpretation analysis.

Q. In general what is your law enforcement

experience?
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A. So I have been an agent at SLED for about ten years.
I started my career at SLED. I started on the bomb squad for
two years and then I have been working in the position I am

for the last nine years.

Q. Have you testified in court before?

A. Yes, ma'am. I haveL

Q. Have you been tendered as an expert before?

"A, Yes, ma'am. I have.

Q. qu many times have you been tendered as an expert

in court?

A. Four times.
Q. What were you tendered as an expert as?
A. Cell phone record analysis and interpretation.

MS. FULLER: At this time, Your Honor, the State
seeks to move Agent Tommy Hines as an expert in cell
phone records interpretation and analysis.

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.

.THE COUR;} Without objection.- All right. Wﬁat
that means is that Mr. Hines has training, experience,
education in cell phone record analysis or data analysis?

MS. FULLER: Cell phone records-analysis and |
interpretation.

THE COURT: Cell phone Eecords analysis. He is able

because of expertise to offer opinions.in that field not

just did you see it, what did you do. Interpreting,
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providing opiniéns to you‘which is a little bit different
than a lay witness who said I saw this. I did that. He
can give opinions also. Continue on.
MS. FULLER:»'Thank you, Your Honor. Permission to
approach the witness?‘
THE COQURT: Yes, ma'am.
BY MS. FULLER:

Q. I'm gonna ask you, do you recognize State's Exhibit

-1097?

A. Yes, ma'am. This is the cell phone belbnging to

. James Christopher Wilson.’

Q. How do you recognize it as that cell phone?
A. The IMEI which is a equipment identifier nuinber
. that's ‘on the back of the cell phone. It is unigque for each

_individual‘device, and also my signature is on the chain of

‘custddy here on the front.

Q. Can you tell me whether or not you had an-
opportunity to perform an analysis on that cell phone?

“A. I conductea a forensic extraction, data extraction
on the device.

Q. I want to show you, I have a couple of questions

from items that are in evidence from the cell phone. I'm.

"handing you exhibit 108. Can you tell whether or not you

~recognize that image as being an image taken from that cell

phone?
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A. Yes, ma'am. I do.
Q. Before we get there, can you go ahead and explain
briefly to the jury how you perform a cell phone extraction?

A, So I have a piece of equipment that is called

- Cellebrite. Basically what it is is a small computer roughly

about this large in size (indicating.) What I do is I have
cables that I connect to a device and it depends on what kind

of device it is which cable I'11 use. As you know, there's

. many differeht types of devices that use different cables. So

I connect those to Cellebrite-and then I connect the-
Cellebrite to my computer.
There are several different options for downloading

information from cell phones. There are several different

types of extractions that can be conducted. The basic

- extraction type is called a logical extraction. It just

extracts a minimal améunt of data, just basically what
information is readily available on the phone. It doesn't go
do a very deep extraction.

' The next type iS»called a file>system-extraction,

What a file system extraction does is basically what the name

" says. It.goes through all the files and extracts all the

files that are on the device.
And then the most extensive version of extraction is
called a physical extraction. That extracts basically

everything that's currently on the phone to include deleted

1
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content. Some of the other such as logical or file system can
also sometimes get deleted content. |

Q. In this case what type of extraction did you
perform?

A. - So I performed actually three different types of
extractions in this case for this device. So I did a file
system extraction and two different types of logical
éxtraction. Typically I always try to do é physical
extraction when poééible. Some devices do not support a
physical extraction and iPhone's newer version, iPhone 4 do
not allow for physical extraction. So basically what I do is

I will conduct two different.types of extractions and then I
can merge all that content togethér SO that'I gather as much
information .as possible. |

" Q. And in this case were you able to successfully
remove some information from the phone? |

A. Yes, ma'am. I was successfully able to extract
quite a bit of data off the phone.

Q. Looking at what_I‘ve jusg handed you, State's
Exhibit 108, cah you tell me whether or not you were able to-
extract this image‘from the phone%

A, Yes, ma'am. I was.

Q. And were you able to generate a report that shows
that this item was removed from the phone?

A. Yes, ma'am. Once I conduct an extraction, I will

\
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generate a report based off of that information using the
Cellebfite software.

Q. Looking at ﬁhis document can you tell me whether or
not this image also comes with GPS location 6f where the
photograph waé taken?

A. Yes, ma'am. That particular image.also~came wiﬁh
Geolocation.

Q. Can you tell me where that Geolocation is? .

A. It's approximately in thé,area of the 4400 block of

Jefferson Davis Highwéy_in the Belvedere/Clearwater area of
Aiken Countyi
Q - And that would be Aiken County, South Carolina?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q What date was‘this photograph taken?
A "That was taken on March 1§t, 2017.

Q. .Looking at State's .Exhibit 107, I'll ask you, were

.you able to determine if this image - were ybu able to extract

this image from the cell phone?

A. Yeé, ma'am.

Q. Can you tell me what date this image was taken?

A. That one was March 6th of 2017.  *

Q. Can you tell whether or not this image also had GPS
location?

A. Yes, ma'am. It also contained‘Geolocation.

Q. Where was the location?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. University Parkway and Ridgeland Avenue West in
Aiken County. More specifically in front of the Econo
Lodge.

Q. On your extraction can you tell me wﬂether or not -
you were able to determine if the phone ever connected to any
wireiess.networks?

A. Yes, ma'am. It actually connected to several

‘"wireless networks.

Q. Can you tell me whether or not it ewver conneéted to
a wireless network at the Knightsllnn?

A. Yes, ma'am. It did.

Q. What date did it connect tod the wireless network at

Knights Inn?

A. On March 6th, 2017.

Q Does that also give you a time frame?

A; Yeé, ma'am. |

) What's the time frame?

A So there éfe two times. It has 10:41 a.m. and 12:03

Q. I just have one more question for you. When you
extfacted records, did it also extract call aetails?

A. Yes, ma'am. It also extracted call logs.

Q. 'In this particular case we have a phcne number in
evidénce on State's Exhibit 80. The number is | 655

Were you able to determine if James Wilson's phone ever

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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connected?

MR. WILLIAMS: Objection to that, Your Honor. The

question that was asked did not include -- I don't think

he's testified that that particular number is James

Wilson's phone or anything regarding James Wilson's

phone. I don't think that this witness has testified to

that.

MS. FULLER: He testified that this phone is James

Wilson's phone.

THE COURT: No. James Wilson testified to that.
MS. FULLER: And then heé also did, too.

THE COURT: All"right. I didn't hear that.

MS. FULLER: He did.

THE COURT: Keep moving forward. I'm not commenting

on the facts. Y'all are presenting them. I didn't

listen to every single question but that's neither here

nor there.

BY MS.

Q.

was?

A
Q.
A.
Q

FULLER:

Whose phone did you have information that this

It was presented to me as James Wilson's phone.
Were you able to extract call details as well?

: {
Yes, ma'am. I was able to extract calls.

There's a phone in evidence, State's Exhibit 80 that

has a phone number associated with it as |- 6655. Were

STATE OF
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you able to determine if any, are there any call details from

James Wilson's phone to this phone number?

A. - Yes, ma'am. There are multiple callslbetween those
numbers.
Q. Referring to March 8th, do you have records in front

of 'you from March 8th?
A. . Yes, ma'am.

Q. vIn the early morning houfs.can you tell me Qhether
or not there was a call connected from E-665> to James
Wilson's phone?

A. Yes, ma'am. There were multiple calls.

Q. Can you tell whether or not was there any seizﬁre
time, meaning could you tell whether or not the calls actually
connected?

A. It looks like several of them that there was no
duration or very short duration but there was one call at 1:24
a.m. that had about a minute and a half duration.

Q. Does your records reveal whether or not that was an
incoming or oﬁtgoing call?

A. It was an incoming call.

Q. So the 240 number would have been calling James:
Wilson's phone? ‘ r |

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q.'. Were you able to also retrieve text messages from

the phone?
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A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. In the early morning hoﬁrs of March 8th of42017,'
were you able to retrieve a text message from James Wilson's -
phone that would have been coming from a 240 number?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were you able to retrieve -- What information, 1if

any, were you able to retrieve?

A. Basically all the Cellebrite was able to retrieye

was just the connection so it just showed the connection

détails."lt did not capture the content of that text

message.
Q. Can you explain how that happened?
A. There's a few possibilities for why that happened.

It could have been an error in the coding in the phone. It
could have been removed by the user. But more than likely it
was an error within the. coding on the phone because that

happens with other occasions within the text message logs.'

Q. Within ofher occasions in text message logs on this
iPhone?-

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. You said éould have been remo§ed by the uséri What

does that mean?
A. There's a potential that the user may have been able
to remove it but that is unlikely.

MS. FULLER: Okay. I have no further questions at
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this time.
MR. WILLIAMS: . May it please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes. |
CROSS EXAMINATION d
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. P;cking up on what you were just talking about, the

last question dealt with a call from a 240 number but I did-
not hear the question related to JM-6655. Your statement
or. your answer to that question was that, to the last guestion

\

was that you didn't get detail on it or something like that.

'Did you have that from that number N-66557

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And when you said that there was a problem with the
coding inbthe phone, whose phone had the coding problem?

A. it would have been the phone I extracted so James
Wilson's phone.

Q. So James Wilson's phone could not receive the text

properly from whatever that phone call came from?

A. No, sir. That's not quite a thorough explanation of
. \-

it. It could be that between the software in Cellebrite and
the device itself. So it seems to have been received properly
because there was a connection log and it received the
connection so it shows that. ‘What it doesn't show is the
content.

Q. Okay. All right. Cell phones are extremely
/ .
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complicated now and unique now, aren't they, in this
society?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you aware of an app which can be placed on a
phone and make it appear that another phone.was called?

A. There's potential. |

Q. And that exists in today's world. You have probably
seen it, haven't you?
.;. A. - Yeé}'sif.

Q. Tell the'jury what you are talking about when you
say that.

A. Sovthere are apps out there, they are called phone
spoofing apps. There's many, many, many of them that you can

have a number generated for you that you can use and basically
you're not using traditional cell phone cé&erage. You're
maybe using 4G of EVDO data network. So it doesn‘t'use the
traditional cell phohe network but it 6 can generate numbers for
you. |

Q. Such as if I had that app, I could call your cell
phone and make it appear that your wife is calling you and
telling you to come hoﬁe?

A. Potentially.

Q. Now, you only dealt with James Wilson's cell phone;
is that correct?

A. I did have a few other phones in this case.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. How many other phones did you have that you dealt
with? .

A, I had an additional five devices.

Q. What were those five phone numbers that you h%ve?

A. I do not have the phone numbers for éll those
phones. I Jjust have the devices, the model and make.

Q. You had at least five other phones that you were

asked to perform an analysis on, correct?

A. Yes, sir.

»

Q. And on those phones were you asked to do the same

sort of work, that .is determine what could be extracted from

those phones?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you able to extract what came from those five
phones?

A. - Only on two of them. So I had a blue studio selfie

2, an Apple Ipad mini, an Apple iPhone 6, a ZTPZ793C, a cool

pad 3622A and an HTCD10OL.

Q. Let me stop you here.
A That was five.

Q. Okay. I'm sorry.

A

How many phones is that?

So.-out of those devices, the Apple Ipad mini, the

iPhone 6 and. the cool pad all had passwords that I was not

able to bypass. They were code locked and set to disable the

device.
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Q. So you were able to extract from two of the five
phones that you had? |
‘A. Yes, sir.
MR. WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir.
THE COURT: Any redirect?
MS. FULLER: No redirect, Your Honor.
THE COURT: You may step down. Call your next
witness;
MS. FULLER: The State calls Jasoh Henson.
Thereupon,
JASON CARSON HENSON
after having been first duly sworn, testified as fdllows?
| DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. FULLER:
Q Can you please state your name for the record.
A. Jaéon Carson Henson.
Q Where are YOu currently employed?
A Walmart in North.Augusta. /
Q. I'm gonna ask’you to keep your voice up. You said
Waimart in North Augusta?
A. Yes, ma'aﬁ. .
Q. How long have you been employed there?
A. I started there this year in March.
Q. How about your prior Walmart experience. How long

have you been employed with Walmart?

N
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A. I started iﬁ Walmart in April 2011. I left for
three months in 2013 and came Back agd been there since.
Is it safe to say you're familiar with Walmart?
Yes, ma'am.

WHat»is your position in Walmart?

=R O )

As a asset prevention associate. We catch
shoplifters; review cash shortages, cémpliancé issugs, stuff
like that.

| Q. In that capacit? dQ.you have access to.fecords at

Walmart as well surveillance footage?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What do you use surveillance footage for?
A. To catch cash shoftages or make videos of

shoplifting incidents in the store, accidents in the store.
Q. You ‘mentioned cash shortages. Would this also give

you access to receipts and other things from the cash register

as well?
A. Yes, ma'am.
MS..FULLER: Your Honor, permission to approach the
‘witness.

THE COURT: Sure.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. I'm gonna ask you if yéu recognize State's Exhibit
1137

A. Yes.
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Q. How do 'you recognize it?

A. My initials a}e on it.

0. What do you recognize that to be?

A. Video\from the Walmart in North Augusta the store
I'm at.. |

MS. FULLER:‘ At this time, Your Honor, the State-
seeké to move into evidence State's~Exhibit 113.
MR. WILLIAMS: ‘Your Honor, I would object at this
j'time to the relevance of it. There's been nd date as to
when ‘it is'or anything like that. -
THE COURT: All right. Lay further foundation for
- us. '
BY MS.AFULLER: 
’Q;.' Do you know what date is on -- Let me rephrase it.
On‘ﬁhis>video‘dq¢you know whether or nét this is Walmart at
Nor£h Augusfa on Mérch 6, 5017?
:MR. WILLIAMS:‘ Objeétién. Léading. Suggesting an
ansWef. | | .
" THE COURT: Hang on.
MS. FULLER: Whether or not?
BY THE WITNESS:
A Yes.
THE‘COURT:. Rephrase -your question. Don't lead.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. Do you know what date is recorded on this video?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. March 6th, 2017.
MS. FULLER: Your Honor, at this time the State
seeks to move State's Exhibit 113 into e&idence.
MR. WILLIAMS: ©No objection, Yéur Honor.
THE COURT: State's 113 admitted without
‘ :objection..
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. I'm going to hand you a series of exhibits, 93, 94,
95/ 96 and ask you do‘you recognize them? |
A. Yes, ma'am. That'é the grocery entry/exit at store
1270 in North Augusta. |
THE COURT: You need to speak‘up a little louder
I'm having a hard time heafing you now.
THE WITNESS: i'm sorry. |
THE CCURT: That's all right..
BY  THE WITNESS:
A. It's the groéery entry/exit of store 1270 in North
Augusta. |
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. How do you know that just by looking at this
image?
A. Thebnumbers on the bottom left corner has thé store
number imprinted in it as well as I work there everyday.
) Q. So store 1270 that you just mentioned, would that be

the North Auguéta store?
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That's right.
Do all the stores have store numbers”?

Yes.

o B 0w

Can you, tell me whether or not 94, 95 and 96 are
also from the North Augusta store?

Yes, ma'am.

Can you tell me what date are on these images?
‘ March 16th, 2017. -

March --

I'm sorry. .March _6th, 2017.

Would these images be from the video surveillance?

Yes.

ol R R C - O R

Looking at 98, 99, and 100, can you.tell me what
store tﬁis is? |
A. Thap;would be the North Augdsta store. My store.
Q. ”1276 North Augusta and that would in exhibit 100 és

well as. 99 and 987

A.'4 Yes.
< Q. Are you familiar with ofher,store numbers?
A. In South Carolina. Yes, ma'am.
Q. I want to show you these. I'm gonn§ ask youvif you

can tell what store these images are from?

A. That would be store 4487 which is one of the Aiken
stores.
Q. We're looking at State's 102. Would that be the
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same for 1037

A.

- A,

Q
A
Q.
A
Q

Yes.

1047

Yes.

And this is all ﬁhe Aiken store?

Yes, ma'am.

How are you familiar wi£h the store number?

I have trained other AP assocliates for those stores

as well as working there in quite a few of them.

Q.

When you say a APA, is that asset prevention

associate?

A.

H o » 0O B 0

Yes.

And looking4at 105, is that the same?
Yes. |

And 1067

Yes.

That's the Aiken Walmart store?
That's right. -

MS. FULLER: Request. to publish the video, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: Sure. How long is 1it?

MS. FULLER: Your Honor, the videc is approximately

10 minutes long. I don't intend to 'play the whole thing.

We're just gonna start it and cut to where we need to.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 (Whereupon, Staté‘s Exhibit #113 is played for the'
-2 Jjury.) -
3 BY MS. FULLER:
4 Q. While the video is playing, if you can help me, and
5 please keep your voice up, and describe to the jury what
6 exactly they're looking in this image?
7 A. This is thé sporting goods depértment in North
8 Auéusté. You have the two gun cases you see there in the
9 bottom half Qf the screen.' The register for Sporfing gdods is
10 on the right-hand side behind that gun case on the right.
11 Q. The‘individual moving round in tﬂe video, can ydu
12 tell what aisle he is in?
13 A. He's in the, that's the gunAcasing he's in front of
14 © right now where the ammunitidn ié kept.,’
15 Q. From there can ydu see what time is on the video? .
16 A. 1:33 p.m. on March 6th, 2017.
17 Q. We're gonna jump ahead about two minutes. Can you
\ 18 téll what time is on the video now?
| 19 A. It's.1:35 I believe it is. '1:35 or 1:36.
20 Q. Do you still see that same individual that you
21 indicated earlier?
22 A. Yes.
23 ' Q. Can you tell what he's still in front of?
24 A. The gun case where the ammunition is kept and
25 there's someone to his right which would be behind him.
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Q. And what is the individual doing now?

Al The one gentleman walked off and ﬁow there's the
other, the gentleman that was there first is still there
~looking at ammunition.

Q. We are referring to the individual in the black long
sleeved T-shirt? . |

A. Yes. '

Q. He'svjust been over. What is he looking at?

A. There's ammunition from top to bottom in that case,

different brands, different sizes, nine millimeter, rifle

ammunition, handgun ammunition.

0. Can you tell me whether or not that area is
secured?

A. It is.

Q. The ammunition?

A.. It is.

Q. -~ What's it secured by?

A. A locking case where it only opens with a key.
'Q. Who would have that key?

"A. Sporting goods associate or management would have

the key to retrieve these sporting goods keys out of the

back.
Q. Can you tell what‘time is on the camera now?
A, 1:37.
Q. So several minutes have gone by?

B
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A. Yes.
Q. We're gonna jump ahead another two minutes. Do you -

still see that same individual in that same black long-sleeved

T-shirt?
A. Yes.
Q. What time is on the camera now?
A. 1:38, just changed to 1:39. That's the sporting

goods associate just walking dp the aisle to-the right
there.

Q. We're gonna jump ahead another two minutes. Can you
tell what time is on the camera now?

A. 1:40 p.m.

Q Do you still see that same individual-?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q ‘What is he still standing in front of?

A The gun case where the ammunition is kept.

Q. We‘ll.jump ahead another two minutes. That
individual -in the black long sleeved shirt, can you tell what
Aaisie he's in now?

A. Another aisle in sporting goods where flashlights

and camping gear is kept.
\

Q. Can you tell what, if anything, he's doing?

A. I think he asked the associate for some
assistance.

Q. What time is on the clock now?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. 1:42 p.m.

Q. We can jump ahead a minute or so. Can you describe
to the jury what's happening now and what time is on the
clock?

A. It's 1:43 p.m. and he is, I guess I'm going to say

‘he's about to get some ammunition because it looks like she's

opening the case.

Q. Can you tell what your associate is doing?
A. She's gonna bring up the ammunition for him.
Q. We'll pause it here and switch camera angles. Can

you tell me whether or not there's another camera over the

register?
A. Yes.
Q. S6 we'll pull up that angle; Can you tell what time

is on the clock now?
A. 1:44 p.m.
Q. Can you walk us through this entire process right

here and if you need me to pause'it, let me know.

A. Okay. She's --
Q. Pause it please.
A. She's checking his ID because for all ammunition

‘sales, gun sales we have to check their ID to make sure

they're over age, the correct age to purchase which ammunition(
AN
I believe it's 18. To purchase a gun is 21.

Q. In this image can you tell whether or not the
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associate»is actually-holding an ID in her hand?

A. Yes.

Q. We'll play it and just walk us through what's
happening. b

A. She has to sign using her associate ID log. Once
‘'she scans the ammunition, it's gonna prompt her to enter a
birth date which she'll have to get off the ID. As loﬁg as
everythzng is correct and it's the person on the ID that's

standing in front of her she gives it back to him and sells

him the ammunition.

Q. From this can you tell what type of ammunitdon that‘
is? .
-A. I cannot.
S Q. But you can tell it’é ammunition?
A. Yes.
Q! What is she doing now? ‘
"A.. She gave him his receipt and his change and that's

the end of the transaction.

Qp We'll pauééAit there. What time is it?

A. It is 1:45 p.m.

'"(Whereupon, the playing of State's Exhibit #113 was

concluded.)
BY MS. FULLER:

Q. Looking at State's Exhibit 93 what do you recognize
this as?

~
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A. The entry, grocery‘entry/egit to store 1270.

Q. The individual in this image wearing the long
sleeved black T-shirt, what time is he entering the store?

A. 1:29 p.m.

Q. So is that approximately 15 or so minutes in the
store? |

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. and we just watched the video for appréximately 10
minutes in the ammunition section?

A. Yes. _

Q. Looking‘at State's Exhibit 95 and 96 are these still
shots of wﬁat we just watched? |

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And is 95 the clerk holding that'identification'
card? h

| A; Yes.
Q. I'm going to hand you now State's Exhibit 114 and,
\ .

I'm gonna ask you if you recognize it?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. What do you recognize this to be?

A. The receipt from that transaction on that day at
1:45 p.m.

Q. How do you know that this is the receipt for that
transaction? |

A. The store number is at the top, the date and time is
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at the bottom and whatever was purchased is in the center.
Q. And on this receipt what was purchésed?
A, Ammunition for $10.97.
MS. FULLER: At this time, Your Honor, the State
seeks to move State's Exhibit 114 into evidence.
MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, if I could see that? ;
THE COURT: Sure.
MS. FULLER: (Profféring.)
MR> WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 114 without objecﬁion received.
BY MS. FULLER: |
Q. During the wvideo, you testified fhat the clerk‘wQuld
be entering a date of birth into the system?
. A. "~ Yes, |
Q. Can ydu/tell me whether or not you see the date of
birth on that receipt?
A. ‘Yes,' ma'am. - B
Q.‘ I'mxgonna hand you State's Exhibif 76 and ask you
can you read the date of birth on ID?
. f i I
‘MS. FULLER: Permission-for the witness to step
down.
THE COURT: Sure.
BY MS. FULLER:
Q. Can you point out for the jury on this receipt where
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the date of birth is recorded?

A, Right here. Date of birth, N HEE BN

Q. Thank you. Pleése take your seat. |

A. (Witness complies;)

Q. Did you have an opportunity to determine what type
of’ammunitioﬁ waé pur%hased in this case?

A. No, ma'am. Your PC just Séys‘ammunition whenlyou
ring it up in the system like it does on the receipt. It
doésn;t verify what brand of caliber.

Q. So I'm gonna show yoﬁ this and ask you a question.
Do you know what type of ammunition this is?

A. Yes, ma'am!

Q. Do'yéu know if Walmart seils this ammunition?

A. wé'do. ”

0. What type of ammunition is this?

A. Tulémmo ammunition forla nine millimeter.

Q. And the video we just watched and_this receipt, does

it match up with the purchase?

A. Yes. Can I see that?
Q. (Proffering.) : A
A. The bar code on the back of that box matchéS'the

numbers- on the receipt.
Q. .And where is the bar code on the receipt?

~A. Right here.

'

MS. FULLER: Permission for the witness to step
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down.
THE COURT: Sure.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q.. Can you point out
recorded.
A, Right next to the
purchased. .
| Q.. Can you point out
ammunition?
A. ~The small numbers

bottom right.

874

to the jury where the bar code is
description of what's been
the bar code on the box of.

underﬁeath the bar code on the

Q; Thank{you. Please take your aeét.
A (Witness complies.)

Q. You said this is Tulammo?

A Tﬁiammo, yes.

MS. FULLER: No further questions at- this time.

"MR. WILLIAMS: Just a  couple questions, Your Honor. -

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Sir, when you originally looked at the receipt, you

indicated that there's no, there's nothing on the receipt to

indicate what type of ammunition is being quchased,

correct?
A. Correct.

Q. - Then when you looked at the box, wherever it is,
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when you looked at the box, you said that there's a bar code ,

/

A. Right.

Q. -- which is what everything has got nowadays --.

A. Right.

Q. -—- that matches up to the receipt where it says
what?

A, It's a UPC. That's how everything is sold in

Walmart. Everything has that number on it underneath the bar
code so-that way when it scans, when it's scanned at the

register, it shows up on your receipt so they match.

Q. Can I ask you to step down a second?

A Yes. (Witness complies.)

Q.. This is the bar code on thé box, right?

A Correct.

Q. And . these numbers here, 814950011531, those are the

numbers of the bar code?
A. Yeah.

Q. Now, if I look at the numbers down here} are those

- numbers reflected here?

A. Yes.
Q. And when you say they are, show me where they are.
A. It starts with the 8 here and it ends with the 3

- here. The 1 is not used. The zero at the beginning is always

taken off. Why I could not explain. That's just how it's
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done in Walmart. When I enter cases in the system fof
shoplifting, we always start out with zero zero, but when you
look at the receipt, one of the zeros just magically
disappears.

Q. Do me a favor. We have 814950011531, we have
several numbers that in a row?

A. Yes. | {

Q. I want to make sure we are saying the same thing.

Are you saying that some of the numbers here where it says

TC67141680066067646113, some of those numbers are part\of this

" number?
A. Which numbers did you just call out.
Q. These numbers. These numbers. Are those the

numbers you say match up.

THE COURT: You need to speak up a little bit so I

‘can hear you.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:

Q. Which numberg are you sayingAmatcﬁ up?

A. The numbers next to what the description of what's
being sold.

0. So the 0814950011538 shows up?

A. Yes.

Q. What you are saying is that actually:there's two
different numbers reflected on the bar code versus what's
showing on the receipt?

1

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

877

JASON CARSON HENSON - CROSS BY MR. WILLTAMS

877

A Yes.

Q Thank you. Please take your seat.

A. (Witness complies.) |

Q Now, is there -anything on this that tells you --

Well, there's nothing here. It doesn't have an expiration-
date or ahything like that to tell you whether it's bld Oor new
or when it was bought or anything like that, is there?

A. . Correct.

Q. So we saw a lady on the video who assisted a
gentleman buying something and she works at the same store
that you work at, right? |

A. Yes.

0. Do yQu know who she is?

A. Her name is Ms. Mary.

Q. Ms. Mary. ‘You‘recognize her? ’
A. Mm—hmm;

Q. And she was thg'individual who actually waited on

the person?
A. Yes. N
Q. So she would be the person who actually sold the
item to whoever purchased it, right?
A. Correct.
Q. If she were here todgy, she could look at whoever

she sold it to and say I recognize this being the same guy,

this is exactly what I sold him, right?
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A. I would say so. Yes.

MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the questions I have, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Anything else?

MS. FULLER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Henson, you're done and free to go.
It's a good time for a break. I think the last break was
a TV break and I didn't get to make it. Y'all step ihto
the jﬁry'room and we'll have you out here in a few
minutes. - Don't discuss the casé.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 4:23

p.-m.)
(Short break.) A | c
BAILIFF: All rise. Court is back in session.
THE COURT: Be seated. Let's bring the jury in.
(Whereupon, the jury entered‘the courtroom at 4:40
p-m.)
THE COURT: All right. Call your next witness.
MR. HUBBARD: The State calls‘Agent Nicholas
Matkins.
Thereupon,

NICHOLAS MATKINS
/ .
after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
b DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HUBBARD:
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A
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Agent Matkins, would you please state your name and
work.

My name is Nick Matkins. I;m employed with the
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.

How long have you been.with what we call ATF?
Approximately three and a half years.

Prior to that, where did you work?

I was employed by the State of North Carolina as a

prosecutor.

Q.

PO PO i

Q.

what was your status?

A.

State level?

Yes, sir.

Just like me?

Yes, sir. I was an assistant not a The.
How long were you aJprbsecutoré
Approximately ten years.

Now, the last three years that you were a prosecutor

-
A

I was sworn . in the Middle District of North Carolina

with the United States Attorney's Office as a Special

Assistant

Q.

United States Attorney prosecuting federal cases.

So you‘@ere a state prosecutor but you actually

worked for Federal Court with federal prosecutors?

A.
Q.

A.

Yes, sir.
And federal agents?

Yes, sir.

1
AN

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



380

NICHOLAS MATKINS - DIRECT BY MR. HUBBARD

880

1 Q. And then became an ATF agent?

2 A. Yes, sir.

3 Q. Which one do you enjoy most? You don't have to

4 answer that. I'll move on.

5 A. I enjoy both.

6 Q. Okay. Now, let me ask you this: Were you asked by
7 law authorities in‘this case for your assistance and the

8 assistancé of your agéncy?

9 A. Yes, sir. In March of 2017.

10 . Q. Wé have a board over here,with several indi§iduals,
11 co-defendants of theAdéfenaant. Do you recognize these

12 individuals?

13 A. Yes, sir. ‘
14 Q. Let me ask you this: James Wilson, were you
15 involved in the interview‘with him?
16 A. Yes, sir. I spoke to Mr. Wilson on March the 22nd
17 of 2017.

18 Q. How about Joshua Darien?

19. A. Yes, sir. I was part of a conference call along
20 with Captain Horne when Mr. Darien was interviewed I believe
21 on March the 25th of 2017.
22 Q. Were you part of the attempt tovtalk to
23 Mr. Goodwin?
24 A. Yes, sir. I was.
25 Q. All right. And he declined?

" STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. That's correct.
Q. Now, I want to just get right to it. As an agent

with ATF obviously y'all deal with firearms among other

things?
A. Yes, sir.
Q Are you familiar with the firearm in this‘case?
A. Yes, sir. I am.
0. I'm gonna show you State's 38.
A Yes, sir.
Q. This pistol. Were you asked to do anything in

)
particular with State's 382

A. After the recovery of the firearm, I was asked to
assist in tracing the firearm where it came from and

ultimately who it was sold to.

Q. What, if anything, were you able to-determine?
A Uhm, the ATF has a branch which specifically traces
firearms. We will input information from the particular

firearm thaf we have, the make, model, sefial number, caliber
and then we'll begin with the actual manufacturer of the
firearm, we'll go through and contact each licensed retailer,
distributor or wholesaler until it is actually traced to the
initial sale to just a normal citizen.

Q. So it's a comprehensive look back from when it
leaves the manufacturer, goes through various storeé until it

hits the marketplace?
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1 A. Yes, sir. And ultimately until 4t hits the
2 street.
3 Q. Were you able to determine when that weapon hit the
4 Street? |
5 A. Yes, sir. Ultimately it was shipped to All Star
6 . Gold and Pawn which is a pawnshop located in Spartahburg,
7 South Carolina. It was shipped there on January 10th of 2017.
8 From there it was sold to an individual, retail sale, sold to
9 an individual on January 13th of 2017.
.10 . Q. Do you know who that individﬁal,is?
| 11 A.  Yes, sir. I do. That would be Robert Adam
12 - Jollie.
‘ 13 Q. Robert Adam Joilie?
j 14 A. Yes, sir.
i ~15 ) 'é. | Let me ask you about Mr. Jollie. Do you have éome
‘ | 16. information on him?
17 | A. Yes, sir.
| 18 ' Q. ié he a white male, a»black male, or Hispanic?
% 19 : A. "Mr. Jollie is a white male.
i 20 Q. Do you have anything else about his description?
} 21 A. When he filled out the ATF Form 4473 which is the
1 22 form that's filled out any time you purchase a firearm from a
1 23 federally licensed firearm dealer, he listed his height as six
; 24 two, weight 300 pounds. It also included his driver's license
25 number so I was able to look him up through the South Carolina
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Department of Motor Vehicles.

Q. So he's a heavy set man?

A. He is a heavy set man.

Q. - Do you know hair color, énything like that?

A. Bald or shaved head. R

Q. Do you have aﬁy information about what type of
vehicle he dri§es?

A. Yes, sir. Mr. Jollie drives a Ford F150 white in

color confirmed through the North Carolina Department of Motor

Vehicles and I have also seen the vehicle.

Q. So an F150 is a pickup truck?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, I want to ask yoﬁ this: 1I'll show you State's

79 which is a casing. Were you asked to do-anything with both
the casing and this pistol?

A. Yes, sir. I was asked to transport essentially Jjusk
deliver to fhe Greenville County Sheriff's Department,.
Greenville County Departﬁent of Public Safety both the Zastava

firearm as well as the spent shell casing.

Q. Who asked you to do that?

A. The Saluda County Sheriff's Office.

Q. Who actually provided you bpth the pistol and that
casing?

A. On February the 14th of this year I went to the

Saluda County Sheriff's Department and picked up the firearm,
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the associated ammunition and.companion magazine as well as
ﬁhe spent shell casing from Lieutenant Toby Horne with the
Sheriff's Department: -

Q. Who did you deliver these items to?

A. That same day Fébruary 14th, 2018 I travelled to the
Greenville County Sheriff's Depértment and delivered these
items to custodian, property evidence custodian Witherspoon

with the Greenville County Sheriff's .Office, all those items

that I mentioned, the pistol( the associated rounds of

ammunition within the pistol magazine and thé spent shell
casing.

Q.. So‘again the pistol iﬂcluding as you just mentioned
both the bullets and the magazine?

A.l " Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And the purposg.for delivering them to
Greenville County Sheriff's Depqrtment is for what type of
testing?

A. Comparison testing between the spent shell casing

and Zastava firearm.

Q. To see if this pistol fired this casing?

A. -Correct.

Q. Okay. Are you aware where the pistol was found?
A. Yes,bsir. |

Q. Where wés that?

A. As far és whefe it was recovered by the Saluda
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-County Sheriff's Office?

Q. Yes. Correct.
A. Yes, sir. That was across the street from the
Waffle House in Aiken. I don't recall right off the address

but I actually was out with, the Sheriff's Department arrived

"on the scene shortly after. They recovered it from a bush at

a hotel there in Aiken right across the street from the Wéffle
Housé. | v | o :

Q. And I don't know if you know this. Do.you know
where the casing was recovered? v | |

A. It's my understanding the casing was recovered from
thefMercury Grand Marquis vehicle pursuant to one of the
seafch warrants that executed on iﬁ. |

Q. - So the task that you were'asked to assist with is
seeing if the casing found in the defendant's vehicle matches
the gun found down in'Aiken?

A. = That's correct. Yes, sir.

0. Now, I want to shift gears totally. I want to ask

you, there was some mention in this trial about a masked man

outside the store of Tidwell Jewelers on 3/7 of last year.

Did you have any role in looking that up and following up on
that? |

A. Yes, sir. When I spoke to Mr. Tidwell pursuant to
this case, he did advise regarding a masked individual and

indicated that there was one around closing time in front of
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his store. Following that I was able to identify that
individual based on Johnston city police office records that

it was an individual by the name of Rashad Lott. On April the

6th of 2017 I was able to speak with Mr. Lott. He is a

student at BRenedict College in Columbia. He spoke with me. I
spokejwith him regarding March the 7th and the incident when
he was out inAfronf of Mr. ‘Tidwell's jewelry store with the
mask on, |

Q.  Following that interview and:based on that interview
and since that time have yoﬁ found whilé working with the
Saluda Sheriff;s Depértment and with.SLED and with all the
other agencies that have touched this case, have you found

anything that would link Rashad Lott in any way with this

case?

“A. No, sir.
Q. So basically he's clear?
A, As far as our investigation of him there was nothing

that led anywhere else to any involvement that he would have
had in the home invasion of the Tidwells.
MR. HUBBARD: Thank you. I believe that's all I
have at this time, Your Honor.
MR. WILLIAMS: May is please the Court.
THE COURT: Sure.
CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. WILLIAMS:
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Q. Just a couple questions. Your last name?
A, Matkins, M-a-t-k-i-n-s.
Q. Mr. Matkins or Agent Matkins, the Rashad Lott guy

who was going down Main Street in Johnston with a ski mask on
was a college student?

Yes, sir.

From Benedict?

Yes, sir.

How old was he?

TR S VRS &

I don't recall right off how old he is. He was

college age.

Q. Certainly old enough to know better?

A. Possibly old ehough to know better.

Q. Butyou couldn't 1ink him with the other
indi§iduals? |

A. _ No, sir. There was nothing else. Of course, in my

investigation and my understanding of Saluda County's
investigation there was nothing that linked him.
0. The gentleman who had the white truck, did I

understand you to séy he lived in North Carolina?

A. No, sir. He lives, he's from Spartanburg, South
Carolina.
Q. I thought I heard you say something about North

Carolina. That you checked it through North Carolina.

A. If I said North Carolina DMV, I apologize. I meant
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1 South Carolina DMV. I was in North Carolina prior td this so
2 I apologize.

3 Ql That's okay. Have you met the guy?

4 A. Have I met him?

5 Q. Yes.

6 A. I have not spoken with Mr. Jollie. No, sir.

7 Q. Do you know where he lives?

8 A. Yes, sir.

9 MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the.questioné I have, Your
10. Honér. A

11 THE COURT: Okay.
12 . MR. HUBBARD: Nothing_f@rther.
13 : _THE COURT: All right. You may step down. We
14 talked about schedﬁling earlier. We still at that same
15 ' pOstdre?

16  MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.

17 THE COURT: All right. This is the question I'll-
18 : | ask because you've beén hearing. The prosecutors and

19 : defense attorney and.the judge and all these jurors are
20 concerned are we gonna get dbne this week? So I had the
21 conversation last break. All right. What we got léft?
22: I need a little something from y'all early. I asked the
23 lawyeré what we got left? This witness. Co-defendant.
24 Someone else. Someone else. If we start at 8:30, can
25 y'all do that? <Yes. 1I'll bring more candy.
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Ndw, the reason fhat i'm.asking or suggesting that
we start at 8:30 is the co-defendant liké Mr. Wilson one
of the other guys, I don't know Which one, doesn't
matter, his lawyer is not here. He wants to be here with
him when he testifies. 1He can be here firs£ thing in the
morning so I can't start him today. 'That's why we're
done for the déy._-Can y'all be here at 8:30? We'll
étart and get done. ‘The State has told me that if their
feStimony goes as expected, they shoﬁld‘be done by 11:30,

12:00, then lunch break; Mr. Williams and his client

.decidé;what they want. to put up, if anything, and he only

had a few witnesses to put up anyway and then instruct

the jury and closeing arguments, and y'all can deliberate

- tomorrow afternoon. That's what we're looking at. That

S will get usrdone-tomorrow afternoon late. That will get

us home for the weekend. Can we do 8:307?
(Entire Jjury agrees.) »
THE. COURT: All right. We're done for the day.

Don't discuss the case. Here's the way it works. We get

" the witnesses done, send y'all out to lunch, come back

and if Mr. Williams and Mr. Lowman sign anything up,

we'll do the instructions on the law and closing
arguments right after lunch. Otherwise there will be a
little bit of testimony after lunch and we'll do it mid

afternoon. Everybody good with that? Super. Don't
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and what we hear in here, leave your note pads in there.
See y‘éll early. Now, we're gonna be here early. We'll
be gdod. The courthouse opens at like 8:30. We'll be
here eérlier than fhat. Ms.’C6leman will get us in here.
We talked abouﬁ what we had planned. See y'all in thé
mofning. A

{Whereupon, court was'récessed for the day at 5:15
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JUNE 22, 2018 . n
BAILIFF: All rise.
THE COURT: Pleas be seated. Good to go?
MR. HUBBARD: Yes, Your Honor.
MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Let's bring them in.
(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at 8:35
a.m.)
THE COURT: Call your witness.
MR. HUBBARD: Yes, Your Honor. The State calls
Joshua Darien.
Thereupon,
JOSHUA DARIEN
» after having been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. HUBBARD:
| Q. All right. Mr. Darien, I'm going to ask you to

state your name loud and clear for the court reporter and :for

the jury.
A. Joshua Darieh.
Q. You don't have to speak right up in it. It will

kind of pop. As long as you speak up, we'll hear you, all

right?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, Joshua, do you mind if I call you Joshua?
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Q.
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Yes, sir. Yes, sir. That's fine.

Okay. Just speak up. Right now

as you sit in this

courtroom you've got a number of charges; is that correct?
N )

A.

Q.

Yes, sir. X

Have any promises or deals been made with you or

your attorney?

A.

Q.

A,

Q.
correcté

A.

o P o ® O ® O B O P O

No, sir.
You've got burg first?
Yes, sir.

And you're gonna talk about your

Yes, sir.

You're guilty of that charge?
Yes, sir.

Armed robbery?

Yes, sir.

Two counts of kidnapping?

Yes, sir.

YouFre guilty of those charges?
Yes, sir.

Criminal conspiracy?

Yes, sir.

involvement,

So as you sit here today you're acknowledging your
B ,

role, your guilt?

A.

Yes, sir.
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Q. No deals?

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. Now, let's talk about you. Where were you
born?

A. In South Carolina. o

Q. So you're originally from here?

A. Yés, sir.

Q. Now, at some point did you move from South
Carolina?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Where did you move to?

A. Maryland.

Q. How long have you lived up in Maryland?

A. Four years. )

Q. When you were in South Carolina; what part of South

Carolina did you liye in?

A. Jasper County.

Q. During your time growing up in South Carolina have

you ever come

~

to Saluda County?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever come to Edgefield County?

A. No, sir.

Q. I'm gonna move the microphone just a little bif

closer to you

A. All

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 Q. I want to make sure everybody hears what you have to
2 say, okay? ‘ (
3> A. Yes, sirt '

4 Q. So the last four years of your life you've lived

5 . where? »

6 A. In Silver Spring, Maryland.

7 Q. Silver Spring, Maryland?

8 A. Yes, sir. |

9 Q. Mr. Lowman} Abin Lee iowman, do you see him in the
10 . courtroom?

11 i -A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. WheréAwas the firét time, fhe‘first place you met

13 him? Was it in South Carolina or Maryland?

14 A. Maryland.

15 Q. How long had you known Mr. Lowman before you got 1in
16 a car and came to South Carolina and committed thése crimes?
17 A. Two weeks.

18 Q. Two weeks?

19 A. (Witneés nodding head.)

20 'Q. And you met him in Maryland not in South Carolina?
21 A. fes, sir. |

22 Q. How many occasions had you had to meet him?

23 A. A couple.

24 Q. LA couple times?

25 A. (Witness nodding head.)

S
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Q. When he was coming up to Maryland, do you recall
what he was driving at the time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was he driving?

A, A Grand Marquis. |

Q. I want to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 69. Does this car look familiar?

A. Yes, sir. That's the Grand Marquis.

Q. So he was driving this car to Maryland. I want to
ask you about several folks here. You said Mr. Lowman you had

6nly met him a couple weeks before all this?

A. Yeé, sir.

Q. What about James Wilson, how long had you known
‘him?

A. About a year.

Q. | How would you describe your relationship with him?

" A. Close friend.

Q. Close friend. Had y'all ever lived together?

A. Yes, sir..

Q. Was he living with you or you liviﬁg with him?

A. He was living with me.

Q. Did he have a place to live before he lived

with you?
A. No, sir.

Q. You opened your door?

{
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Yes, sir.

AN N
What about Robert Goodwin, did you know him?
No, sir.

Now, prior to all of this, had you ever seen him in

Maryland before?

A.

0.

Yes, sir.

Did you know him to be from Maryland, South Carolina

or did you know where he was from?

A,

O P O

I didn't know.

But you had seen him in Maryland?
Yes, éir.

No rélationéhip with him?

No, sir.

While you're in Maryland at some point do you

remempber Mr. Wilson letting you in on a plan?

Q.

oo P 0O FB O ?

Yes, sir.

Can you tell me what that plan was?

The plan was to rob some drug dealers.

. The plan was to rob some drug dealers?

Yes, sir.
Where were these drug dealers supposed to be?
Located in South Carolina.

What, if -anything, did these drug dealers do for a

living besides selling drugs?

A.

I vaguely remember him talking about they were

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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jewelry store owners.

Q. Okay. Do you even remember.the names? -

A. No, sir. -

Q. = So some jewelry store owners that were really in the
drug'businéss? |

A., Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember about what kind of money or price
tag on this job what it might be?

A.  $250,000.00.

Q. So it was big money?

A. Yes, sir.

QL Now, when Wilson was telling you this,_whére was all '

thié plan coming from?
A. Coming from Mr. Lowman.
MR. WILLIAMS: Objection. Hearsa;.
'MR. HUBBARD: No, sir. Co—conspirator. Part of the
.plan.
THE COURT: <Sﬁstained. I mean, I'm sorry.
Overruled.
MR. HUBBARD: Thank you, Your Honor.
BY MR. HUBBARD:
So you had known Mr. Wilson for about a year?

~ Yes, sir.

Classified your relationship as good friends?

R e

Yes, sir..

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A
Q
A
Q

898

Had you ever knownAhim to be from South Carolina?
No, sir. |

To cdme‘from South Carolina?

No, sir.

Do you know Where he was originally‘fromé

He was frbm South Aﬁérica. |

South America not South Carolina?

Yeah. South ‘America.

At some point. when this plan is conveyed to you, do

y'all have to mdke a‘deéision‘like this (indicating)?

A
Q.
A

Q.

Yes, sir.
Or..do you have time: to think about it?
‘About. two days.

About two days. Okay. So y'all didn't have té make

" a decision right there and get in the car?

A.

A.

Q
A
Q.
A
Q

¢

No, sir.

Did you think about it?

N

Yes, sir.

" The pros and cons?

Yeé, sir.
What did you decide?

I said, hey, they was drug dealers so, I mean,

there's no risk of police getting involved.

Q.

Okay. Basically if it's drug dealers, if they got a

complaint, they're not gonna go to somebody with a badge?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. No, sir. »
Q. >Did the fact that it was in South Carolina have any
bearing on your decision, too? |
A. Yes, sir. Because I knew it was farther away from
home so I knew that the chance of getting éway was very
high. \

Q. Did you talk to anybody about it before you decided

to get in this thing?

a. No, sir. . ' !

Q. Did you talk to Mr. Wilson?

A. Yes, sir.

Q.. You did talk to him?

A. Yes, sir. §

Q. But not to‘anybody else?

A. No, sir.

Q.A Okay. Did you know if Wilson was 1in?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who else at this point is part of the plan?

A. Just the three of us, Mr. Lowman, Mr. Wilson and
myself.

Q. Is Mr. Goodwin's name even in the mix?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall at some point‘cominglto South
Carolina? |

A, Yes, sir.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JOSHUA DARIEN - DIRECT BY MR. HUBBARD

900

Q. bo you remember what day? If you don't, that's
fine.
The 1si.
The 1lst of?
March.

Of 201772

- T O R R © B

2017.

0. Last year. 'Okay. And when we talk about dates, I'm
not going to be as interested in the dates as I am about

S . .
don't know what date,

activities so just in case, if you
that's fine, okay?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. We'll still talk about the activity. But your

'recollection is that y'all came down March 1st of 201772

A. Yes; sir.

Q. Who is driving? -

A. AMf. Lowman .

Q. Do you remember>what‘he's driving at that point?
'A.‘ Chevy Impala.

Q. Who's in the car?

A. Mr. Wilson, Mr. Lowman and myself.

Q. Now, - when y'all get down to South Carolina, do you

y'all stop along the way, sleep anywhere?
A. No, sir.

Q. Y'all just drive straight?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A.

Q.

do y'all start doing?
A.

Q.

' A.

Q.

901

901

Drive straight.

When you get to South Carolina,'what, if anything,

Looking for another car..
Okay. Do y'all find one?
No, sir.

What's the purpose of looking for a car as far as

your understanding at that time?

» O P 0O B O P 0O P O PO » 0O B0 ?

3

Just for a second motor vehicle.
For this job?

Yes, sir. |

~Dbid y'all find a car?

- No, sir.

Where\did\y'ail stay that night?

We stayed in an Econo Lodge in' Aiken.
Econo Lodge?

Yes, sir.-

Who stayed there? o

"Mr. Wilson and myself.

Mr. Lowman, he didn't stay there?
No, sir.

Next morning, I guess it would be March 2nd?

Yes, sir.

Do you see Mr. Lowman again?

Yes, sir.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 0. Morning, noon, late in the day?
2 A. Morning.
3 Q. Is anybody with him?
4 A. Mr. Goodwin.
‘ 5 Q. Okay. Robert.GQodwin?
6 A. 'Qes, sir.
'7<\ _ 0. Let ﬁe show you.whatxé been marked State's 63. - Are | !
8  we taiking about this man?
9 - 'Af Yes/'sir;A i \
10 ‘. Q.‘ Now, on‘this date,do‘yéu recall if y'all made any
11 vaftempf‘to go by the jewelry store?
12 ~ A. I do not recall. .
13 - Q. You'doﬁ't recall. Do you £ecall:if there'was any
14 attempt to find.Wheré the jewelry store owners lived?
15‘ ‘ Al 'deOn't'récali.
16 _“ Q. Do you recall‘learning whether Mr. Goodwin, Robert
17 Goodwin, if he's in or not? |
18 , A. .Yes, sir. .
19 Q. How did you.cqme,ﬁb_that.conéiusion?
20 A, Because-he‘sfarted talking abouf his role he wés
21 going ﬁo play in.tﬁe crime;
22 ' 0. ‘So fhis was your first iﬁtroduction to the fourth
23 person? ,
24 ~A. ~Yes, sir.
25 » Q. So at fhis point just so I'm clear with you, you've

v
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got four people. There's you; 1is that right?

A.

2

=T o N - T o T R © B I O R A @ II>‘rO

Q.

Yes, sir.

See your picture in State's 65.

Mr. Wilson.
State's 667
Mr.
State's 63.
Mr. Lowman.
Stdte's 64.

Yes, -sir.

Where is Mr.

Over there.

Yes, sir.

Goodwin.

Who 1is this?

And, of course, who 1s this?

Do you see him in the courtroom?

Lowman?

So there's four of you?

At any time was there a fifth or sixth person

involved in this?

A.

STATE OF S.C. VS.

=T © S - T O N S © A )

No, sir.

So from this point forward there's four of you?

Yes, sir.

At any time does one of you drop out?

No, sir.

Y'all were all in?

Yes, sir.

That second night where did you sleep?

In the car.

_ JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018
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Do you remember where y'all were?
Ridge Spring Apartments.

But you weren't in the apartments?
No, sir. |

What car were you sleeping in?
Grand Marquis.

Do you remember at any time that following morning I

guess early hours of the 3rd or sometime on the 3rd talking to

some police officers?

A.

here?

o orF 0 O {I>‘IO

» O » O » O >

Yes, sir. '
What, if anything, were they looking from you?
Driver's license. |
Did you have a license?

Yes, sir.

.Were they asking ID's or licenses from just you?

No. From all four of us.

All four of you. Do you remember this officer right

Yes, sir.

Russ Padgett? h

Yes, sir.

Do you remember seeing him that day?
Yes, sir.

So he was one of those officers?

Yes, sir.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q. Was anybody.arrested thatlday?

A. No, sir.

Q. Who epded up driving that car away?b

A. Myself. /

Q. When you drove it away, who all-was in the car?

A. All four of us.

Q. 'Now, on that day, I guess we're still talking the
3rd, do you remember at any time going by Tidwell's Jewelry
Store?

A. Yes,'sir.

Q. What Qas your purpose of going there?

A. So we could‘come ﬁp with a plan to follow them |
home.

Q. Let me ask you, why did you need to follow them
home? . |

AL Because Mr. Goodwin - I mean, Mr. Lowman wasn't sure

of where the house was about.

Q.

A.

That day did y'all figure out where they lived?
ﬁo,'sir.

Did you actually follow them? .

Yes, sir.

Where did you follow them ﬁo to the best of your

To a golf course.

Okay. Let me show you what's been marked as State's

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1, a big aerial. Does this look familiar?

A. Yes, sir.

0. All right. Do you see the clubhouse?

A. Yes, sir. 1It's right thefe.

Q. Down in the right-hand corner?

A. Yes, sir.

-Q, Do you see this road down ;E the bottom?

A, - Yes, sir.

Q. Road 1217

A.‘ Yes, sir.

Q. Do you‘also See an airprt?

A. Yes, sir. ﬁere.

Q. All the way on the back side of the golf course?

A. Yes, sir.:

Q. What roaa did y'all come down following that?

A. We came down 121. '

Q. Qkay. You will see there's two entrances. One at
the golf course and fhen one down on the far side of the
course. Which entrance do you recall going into?

A. =~ The second entrance.

Q. Okay. And what, if anything, did y'all see down
here? |

A. Houses. , )

Q. Do you remember a house right here where you see an

"X"?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A

Q

A.

Q
Where did

A.

Q.

A.

907
Yes, sir.
What color was that house?
White.
When y'all went back that day, did y'all drive -
y'all go? How far down that réad? |
We went all the way down the road to the end.
Down to this area here?

It goes down farther. It was like a roundabout. We

turned around. A

Q.

Okay. At any point do you recall that day going

down another little road here?

A.

Q.

way.

address?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.’

Did y'all explore that?

No, sir. Because there was no houses down that

So aﬁ that time you hadn't done that?
No, sir.

So on this date y'ali still didn't have a known

No, sir.

Now, did y'all have a plan -- Let me ask you this:

You've got four of you. Y'all are talking about breaking in a

home. Did y'all have any weapons?
A. No, sir.
Q. What, if anything, did you guys do to get a

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 weapon? 2

2 - A. Mr. Lowman purchased a tell and sell ad. '
3 Q Tell and tell ad?

4 A. A tell and sell ad. |

5 | Q A tell and sell ad. I'm geﬁting old. My hqéring is
6 going. All right. 1Is that like a little newspaper where you
7 sell things?

8 A. Yeah. Newspapef out of a‘gas station. )
9. Q. Did he or y'all find éomething y'all Wanted to

10 purchase?

11 A. Yes, sir.

12 Q. ‘Where did‘y‘all go to purchasera‘gun?

13 ! A. Spartanburg.

14\ Q. Had you been to Spartanburg before?

15\“ A. No, sir.

16 Q. Being from South Carolina had you heard of

17 Spartanburg before? |

18 ‘ A, Yes, sir.

19 Q. Who all went to Spartanburg?

20 A. All four of us.

21 0. What car were you in?

22 A. Grand Marquis.

23 Q. Where in Spartanburg did y'all go to buy this gun?
24 A. I just know it was outside of a mall. I don't know
25 the exact location.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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Q.
purchase?
A.

Q
i
Q
A

0.

It wasn't in a store?

No, sir.

~-

In a parking lot?

Yes, sir.-

Was it daylight or dark?
It was dark outside.>

Do you recall who got out of the car to make the

Mr. Lowman.
What did you do?

We proceeded to stay in the car.

'You and who?

Goodwin and Mr. Wilson.

Those windows on that Marquis, how would you

describe them?

A.

you?

Do oy 0 P 0O ?

Very tinted.

If you were sitting in there, could anybody see

No, sir.

But could you see out?

Yes, sir.

Could you see Mr. Lowman buy this gun?

Yes, sir.

Can you describe the guy he was buying it from?

Older white heavy set guy.

909

908
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1 Q. All right. Do you remember what that guy might have
2 been driving?

3 - A. A white pickup truck.

4 Q. Do you remember what the gun looked like?

5 A. I just knew like a brown tannish at the time.

6 Q. I want to éﬁow you what's been marked as State's 38.
7 A, That's the firearm. . |

8 Q. That's it?

9 VA, Yes, sir.
10 Q; What caliber is this firearm?

li’ A, Nine‘miilimeter. |

12 Q. Once y(ail bought this-pistql, thié nine'millimeter
13 pistol, what bullets did you have to shoot it with?

14 ‘ A. Wé didn't have ﬁo bﬁllets at thé time:

15 Q. So do y'all recall or do you recall at some point

16 'going somewhere to get bulléts?

17 A. Yes, sir.-

18 ‘:Q. Dé you remember wﬁat day that Qas?

19 _‘A. AbAround the 6th.
20 0. Where do y'all go?

21 A; To a Walmart.
22 - Q. Which Walmart did you go :to?
23 A. The first Walmart we‘proceeded té go to was the

24 Aiken Walmart. |
25v ' Q. Did you buy anything there? ’ ’

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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911

Yes, sir.

Did you buy any bullets there?

No, sir.

Do you know why you couldn't get bullets?
I can't remember.

I want to show you some pictures that are in

1

evidence of that Aiken Walmart. State's 102. Who is that?

A.

buy?

b= O R - N © B

© ® O » O » O P O P O

That's myself.

This one is you. State's 103. Who is that?
Mr. Goodwin.

State's 1047

Mr. Lowman.

State's 1057

Mr. Wilson.

And then State's 10672
All foﬁr of us.

So you're all together?
Yes, sir.

Now, .you say you bought something. What did you

Walkie-talkies and some gloves.
What were those gloves for? .

For the crime.

What were the walkie-~talkies for?

For communication purposes.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A.
Q.

where did

o0 P O » O B O ® O P

Q.
buliets?

A.

-

912

For the crime?

Yes, sir.

Since you couldn't buy or didn't buy bullets there,
y'all go next?

To the North Augusta Walmart.

You did that the same day?

Yes, sir.

Wﬁo went iﬁfo that Walmart?

Myself and Mr. Lowman.

Who was going in to buy the bullets?
Mr. Lowman.

Why did you go in?

To go to the McDonald's.

State's 94, who is that walking in?

Myself.

You never went back to the sports section to buy

No, sir.
You're going in there to get what?
McDonald's.

Let me show you two other photos, 96 and 97. Who do

ybu see in these photos?

Q.

A.

Mr. Lowman.'
And 96, is he at the cashier counfer?

Yes, sir.
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Q. Is that the day he bought the bullets?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. 9772

A. Yeah. That's him.

Q. Walking out?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay.. I'll‘show you whét's been marked as State's
72. Do you recognize this box?

A. Yes, sir. It's the box of ammunition. ‘

Q. Who bought this box?

A. . Mr. Lowman. ’ ‘ | -

Q. What caliber? _

A. Nine millimeter.

Q. Now, looking inside this box you see there's a bunch
missing? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you explain that?

A. We proceeded.to fir? the gun.

Q. Who is we?

A. All four of us.

Q. Where were y'all when y'all did that?

~A. Driving down the road.

0. Were y'all around houses?

A. No, sir.

0. Who fired thé gun?

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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oor 0 » 0

casing is?

A.
Q.
surprised
A.
Q.

You've got

914

All four of us.

Was the car moving?

Yes, sir.

You were just firing out the window?
Yes, siri

Now, when you fire this pistol, do you know what a

Yes, sir.
What is that?
That's the outside part of the bullet.

When you fire this pistol,'what jumps outside of the

A casing.:

The.bullet goes straight, the casing jumps out?
Yes, sir. |

Do you recall or do ybu know or would you be

if there's casings in the car?

I wouldn't be surprised.

Now, let's get back to looking for the house.

a gun. You'wve got bullets. You're still looking

for the house?

A.

Q.

house?

Yes, sir.

Do you recall making any other attempts to find that

Yes, sir.

K
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Q. How do y'all dQ that?
A. Proceed to follow them one more time.
Q. Did y'all determine which entrance you needed to go
in that time? o
A. Yes, sir. E
Q. Which entrance?
A. It was the second entrance. The first entrance was

the house but we proceeded to go around to the second entrance
to that back road area.

Q. So which entrance did you decide you needed to go in
to find the house? |

A. The first entrance to find the house but ﬁhe second
entrance we proceeded to go to.

Q. All right. Let's use this map now. Where is the
house and entrance?

A. Right there. The entraﬁCe is right there.

Q. All right. Now, you falk about a back road. What

road are we talking about?

A. The road goes along here and then right through
here.

Q. A little cut through?

A. Yes, . sir.

Q. If you go all the way through there, can you walk
all the way thfough there?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. When you come to this area, how many houses do you
recall being there? |

A. Three.

-Q. At that time did y'all know which house would be the
house?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now,vlet me ask you this, too. Just on this map, I

won't bring it all the way back up, but that second entrance,

N

do you see that little "X" there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember what color thaf house,wés?

A. White.

Q. At some point did y'all‘think-that might be the
house? | |

A. No, sir.

Q. Okay. Thét wasﬂ't in your mind?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recall at some point -- And I don't care
about the date,bokay? -— but acfually whether any.one of you

four went in TidWelleewelers?

A, Ye?, sir.

Q.  Who went in?

A. Me and Mr. Lowman.

Q. Why did you go in?

A Just to look around in there.
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Q.
robbing?
A.
Q
A
Q.
A

Q.

Just curious?
Yes, sir.

Okay. Why did Mr. Lowman go in there?

Proceeded to go in there and purchase something.

Could you see who he was talking to?

Mr. Tidwell. |

Do you see Mr. Tidwell in the courtroom?
Yes, sir.

Where is he?

Over there (indicating.):

So at that point you knew who you would be

Yes, sir.

" Did you see Mrs. Tidwell that day?

Yes, sir.
So you knew their faces?

Yes, sir.

All right. ©Now, let's talk about the plan.

understanding of what you are there for is for what?

A.

Q
A
Q.
A
Q

STATE OF S.C. VS.

For drugs.

But you know he runs a jewelry store?
Yes, sir.

The day y'all do this what day is that?

The robbery?

Your

Yeah. Or what day do y'all actually set up to do
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this?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A. Yes, sir.
Q.

A, All four of us.
Q.

A.

Q.

dark at this point?

918

The 7th, the previous night to the 8th.
Where do y'all go to do this set up?
Where the location is on the golf course.

That little road we've been talking about?
Okay. Who all is on that little road?
What, if any, 'car is out there?

Just our car, the Grand Marquis.

So what's the plan at that point? 1Is it daylight or

A. It's daylight.
/ p
Q. What's the plan?
A. Me and Wilson wa$ gonna go up there and pop the

-

window just to make an initial plan.

Q. Pop the window. Were y'all actually going to go
'in? | o

A. No, sir.

Q. What was the plan then?

A. The plan was really to run up behind them, but we

wanted to haVe a second entrance in case they went up in the

“house too quick.

Q.  Say that again.

I'm sorry. 'I kind of missed it.

A. We wanted to have a second plan éo we popped the
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window because we didn't want them to go up in the house too
quick and for us to miss them.
Q. Okéy. So was the plan -- What was the plan then, to

get them when they got home?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Was anybody going to tell you when they were coming
home?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. . How was that supposed to wprk?

A.v Mr. Goodwin was supposed to be on the main highway

and he was supposed to tell.us when they was coming home.

Q. And what was Mr. Lowman's role?
A. He was suppoéed to like watch out on the main
road.
Q. What were y'all using to communicate?
;A The walkie-talkies.
Q. Did those things work?.
A. No, sir. |
Q. Did the plan work out that way?
A. No, sir.
Q. I want to talk about the window. I'll just show it
to you real quick and see if this looks familiar. State's 36,

37. 1Is that the window you popped?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you've got the broken sash there. Did it look
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like that when you initially popped it?

A.

Q.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A.
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

No, sir.

Wﬁat, if anything, did you use?

Tﬁe hedge clippers.

Where did you get those?

Out of the shed. It was in the.carpQrt.

State's 23, do you see the shed?

Yes,.sir;

Looking at State's 24, what do you see?

The hedge clippers.

Who used those?

Myself.

Who put them back?

Myself.

You pop the window. Where do you and Wilson go?
Go back into the wooded area where the road was.
Is it still daylight?

Yes, sif.

Do you see people playing golf?

Yes, sir.

When y'all go back to the little cut through area,

is that where you said you went?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Okay. When you go back there, at some point do

y'all meet up again?
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Yes, sir.

Who all is there?
All four of us.

So what's the plan at this point?

The plan is just to wait for them to come home.
At some poin£ do you see them come home?

Yes, éir.

What's the plan at that point?

We proceeded to hold back because there was people

still on the golf course that was like you could say like on

the hole that was right there.

Q.

there?

A.

Right. All right. So how long do y'all stay

We stayed there for about an hour waiting for

_everything to clear out.

o0 o» o0 P o >

So at some point the go;fers are gone?
Yes, sir.

Where do y‘ail move to at that point? ;
We move up theibank closer to the house.
The bank. So it's like a hill?

Yes, sir.

What do y'all do on the hill?

Proceed to lay down and just keep a lookout and

watch like the movement going on.

Q.

Who all is with you when you do that?
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All four of us.

Including Mr. Lowman?

Yes, sir.

By this point is it still daylight?
No, sir. It's not.

When you look into the house, the Tidwell house,

now, let me ask you, when you were up at this window, how did

you figure out that's the house out of those three?

A.
o.
A.

o

you're

house?

>

Q.
do you do?

A.

Q.

STATE OF S.C. VS.

=R N © '? 1O

on

I seen a Tidwell's Jewelry jacket.

So you knew that had fo be him?

Yes, sir.

Okay. So now you're all back~on'the,ﬁill.' When

that hill, are there lights on in the Tidwell

Yes, sir.
Do y'all go in when those lights are on?
No, sir.

What do y'all do?

Proceed to wait until they go to sleep.

Do y'all wait a while after the lights go off?
Yes, sir.

Once those lights go off and you wait a while, what

We proceeded to move up closer towards the house.

Where do you go first?
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Go to the white GMC in the carport area. )
Is that the car you had been seeing them drive?
Yes, sir. - |
What do you do there?

We were looking in the car because we was gonna see

if we could find keys to the door. |

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

To avoid having to go in the window?

Yes, sir.

Do you find them?

No, sir.

Do you find if the door is open or not?
No, sir.

The car doér?

Oh, the car door. Yes.

Okay. Do you go in the car?
Yes, sir.

What do y'all find?

A handgun.

Do you remember where it was?

It was like you could say in the bottom in the door

compartment.

Q.

A
Q.
A

In the driver's door?
Yes, sir.
Do you remember what kind of gun?

It was a Ruger.
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Do you remember what caliber?

No, sir.

Do y'all take that?

Yes, sir.

Now, who carries this nine millimeter?
Mr. Wilsoh. -

So James Wilson has State's 387

Yes.

Who carries the Ruger?

Mr. Goodwin.

What gun do you have?

No gun.

Do yéu remember anytﬁing about flashlights?
Yes, sir. |
Did you find some in the wvehicle, too?
Yes, sir.

Who takes those?

I don't recall..

Did you have yéur own flashllght?

Yes, sir.

So that one was yours?

Yes,!sir.

What was the plan when you go inside? Was it to

talk to them, put them in a corner or what?

A.

Just go in there and yelling like we were police,
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police. Get down. We were still under the conclusion they
was drug dealers.

Q. Okay. So what happened next? Tell me once ybu

. y'all got this gun, you got some flashlights, what did y'all

do?
A. We go up to the window and we proceed to like rough
house it open because it still needed a little, like I didn't

finish popping it all the way with the hedge clippers so we

" had to give it some muscle and pull it all the way up.

Q. All right. And did anybody come out of the house

when you did that?

A. No, sir.

Q Did y'all go in?

A Yes, sir.

Q. Who all went in the house? | !

A Me, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Lowman. I mean
Mr. Goodwin. -

Q. Okay. So there's you, James Wilson, Robert
_Goodwin? N

A. Yes, sir.

0. Where was Mr. Lowman?

A. Mr. Lonan was right.there on the back porch area.

Q. State's 5, does this look familiar, this little
drawing?

A. Yes,'sir.

1
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the house.

A.

.

here.

ORI ORI @

house?

©

X

Q.
A

safe code.
Q.
A.

Q.

926

This is the front of the house. This is the back of
Which side did y'all come in on?

The back of the house.

Where did Mr. Lowﬁan stay?

He was on the back porch area like right around

Okay. Where did y'all come in through?
The window that was over there.

So two of you have guns and you don't?

No, sir.

What, if anYthing, was Mr. Lowman wanting from this

You said what was he wanting from the house?
Yes. ' 7 . , ' ™
The drugs.

Anything else he's asking you guys to get him?

"~ The keys to the jewelry store and the alarm code and

All right. Who was to provide that to him?

Mr. Wilson.

1

When y'all go +in, what do y'all, what, if anything,

do y'all say?

A.
7

Q.

just said

ATF.
Y'all say it loud or do you just say it like you

it?
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A. Loud. ATF.

Q. What happens at that point?

A. Mr. Tidwell proceeds to come out.

Q. Who else comes out?

A. Mrs; Tidwell proceeds to come out.

0. What do y'all do with them?

A. They prbceeded to go on the ground.

Q. ~ Face down or face up?

A. Face down.

Q. What do y'all do with the Tidwells at that point?
A. They were separated.

Q. Do you remember, do y'all tie them up or do y'all

just separate them?

A. They was tied up.
Q. What did y'all use? —
y

A. Zip ties.

Q. Where did those zip ties come from?

A. Auto Zone.

Q. Were those already provided or did y'all buy’thbse,k
too?

A. We bought those, too.

Q. Do you remember who bought those?

A. 'Mr. Lowman. !

Q. Mr. Lowman. You say from where?

A. From Auto Zone or Advanced Auto.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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1 Q. Do you remember what day y'all got those?
2 : A. The‘same day, the 7th.
3 Q. When they're tied up, hands in frént or hands in
4 back?
5 A. Hands in the back.
6 . Q. You mentioned separating. Where did Mr. Danny
7 Tidwell, where did y'all put him?
é A In thé bathroom.
9 Q. Did you do that?
10 A. No, sir.
S 11 Q. Ms. Lynda Tidwell, where Qas she taken?
12 A. Into the wash room.
13 Q. The wash room. Did you do that?
14 A. No, sir. |
15 Q. What was your role?
16 A. Basically like be a scavenger over‘the house, look
17 around in the’house trying to find the drugs.
18 - Q. Were you going all through the house?
19 . A. Yes, sir.
20 v‘ Q. At any time while you were there did you find any
21 drugs? |
22 ' A. No, sir. -
23 - Q. At some point you talk about Mr. Lowman wanting code
24 and keys and combinations. Was that provided to him?
25 A, Yes, sir.
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Q.
did he go?
| A.

Q.

929

Who provided that to him?
Mr. Wilson.

When Mr. Lowman had that, did he stay with y'all or

He proceeded to leave.

When you didn't find any drugs, what, if anything,

did you take?

A.
Q
A
Q.
A

Q.

Some Jjewelry.

Where did you find 1it?
On the dresser.

In what room?

The master bedroom.

Now, whilé you're in that house and Mrs. Tidwell 1is

in that laundry room, what, if anything, do you do with her?

A.

right.

Q
A
Q.
A

Q.

I proceed to check on her and make sure she was all

Did you do anything in particular for her?
Yes, sir.

What did you do?

I proceedeg to get her a blanket and pillow.

I want to show you State's 16. Do you see the

laundry room?

A.
0.

A.

Yes, sir.
What else do you see?

The blanket and pillow on the floor.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



930

.10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

JOSHUA DARIEN - DIRECT BY MR. HUBBARD

930
Q.- -Who gave her that? .
A. Me. N
Q. What, if anything, did you do with Mr. Danny
Tidwell?

A. I proceeded to go in there and check on him and see

+"if he was all right;

Q. Did you give him anything?

A. A pillow. )

Q. Let me show you State's 15. Is this.that half
bath? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. That's where he was?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you see -- What else dé you see?

A. The pillow on the fléor.

Q. You gave that to him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you do anything else for Mr. Tidwell?

A. Yes, sir. He told me he was thirsty so I proceeded

to go to the refrigerator and get him some water.

Q. Do you recall if you did anything else for him?
A. No, sir.
Q. What, if anything, when you're with him, is there

any inquiry about how his wife is?

e

A. Yes, sir. He was asking how was his wife is and

~
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everything and if we're gonna kill them and stuff like that
and I told him no.

Q. At some point did you go back to Mrs. Tidwell?

A. Yes, sir. |

Q. What, ifﬁanything, did she ask you about Mr.
Tidwell?

A. Asked me the same thing. Is he all right and aré we
gonna kill them and stuff and I proceeded to tell her no,
we're not.

Q. With Wilson and Goodwin how were they behaving with
the Tidwells dat that time? ” B
| A Wilson I don't know about because that's when I
spent a lot of time in the master bedroom. But Goodwin, I
could see him. He was pretty like kind -of rbugh on Mr.
Tidwell like yelling and stuff like that.

Q. What, if anyfhing, did you say to him?

A. T told him.- I brought him - I pulled him aside and

I said, man, you know, that's not necessary. You know, chill

-

out.

Q. At some point do y'all have contact from Mr.
Lowman?

A. Yés, sir.

Q Do you remember who that came to?
A. Came to Wilson.
Q

As a result of that what did y'all understand his
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1  situation was?
2 A. That he was pulled over in his car.
3 Q ‘So now he's out of the picture?
4 A Yes, sir.
5 Q. What do you guys decide £o do at that point?
6 A To stéal‘the car.
7 Q Now, when y'all were getting feady to do that, you
8 said you took soﬁe jeQelry?
9. A, Yeé, sir. -
10 Q. Did you still have it?
11 A. Yes, sir.
12 Q. Did you take it with you?
13 A. Yes, sir.
14 Q. Do you know what the other guys had? .
15 A. No, sir. | |
16 Q. No drugs?
17 A, No, sir.
18 A Q. Did it become clear té you at some point that there
19 never were drugs?
20 A. Yes, sir.
21 Q. At what point when you were in that house, these
22 folks down on the floor, did it become clear to you that there
23 was no drugs in this house?
24 : A. Like I seen there was no evidence of no drugs, no
25 scales nowhere. Like I couldn't find nothing. Like it was
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just basically a clean house, drug free, no evidence of

anything.
Q.
told you?

Al

Q.
A.
Q.

What did that tell you about what Mr. Lowman had

That he was lying about the plan.
" You began to gquestion ‘this now? -
)

Yes, sir.

All right. You find-out he's out of the'picture

now. You said something about taking their car. Which car do

y'all take?

LR Sl

Q-
anything,

‘A.
as we was

Q.

The white GMC.

Is that the same one the gun came out of?

"Yes, sir.

When y'all were getting in that white GMC, what, if
did you ﬁotice right around that car?-
T noticed -- I.was looking around in the car first

pulling away and I seen the OnStar syStém.

Let me ask ybu this: First of all, let me show you

State's 19. Does that vehicle look familiar?

O - © R - © R

Yes, sir.

What is that?

The white GMC.

Who all gets into the white GMC?
Me, Mr.‘Goodwin and Mr. Wilson.

Before you get in that white GMC, let me show you
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State's 21 of the'carport area. Do you remember anything on

A.

of the

o P b

go?

A.

Q.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
‘A.
Q
A
Q
A
Q

| - the ground?

Yes, sir.

What was on the éround?
ID. |
Who put that ID there?

Mr. Robert. Mr. Goodwin,

- Do you know where it came from?

Came from Mr. Lowman. -

You say it's an ID. Did you know who it was?

No, sir.
Was it. anybody that was involved in this?
No, sir.

Do you know as part of the plan whether it was part

plan?

It was part of the plan. A diversioﬁ tactic.
To divert who?
Law enforcement. o .

Once y'all were in that white Yukon, where.do y'all

‘We proceed to go to Aiken.

Had you-been in Aiken before before you came back

down to South Caroclina?

A.

Q.

No, sir. .

While y'all were riding in this white Yukon, what,
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if anything, is discussed? I think you mentioned it a little
bit earlier.

A. We was talking about the navigation system, _the

OnStar. I was telling them because I had a car with OnStar

before and I was telling them theyAcan track this car. We

need to hurry up and get out of here.

Q. Do y'all make it all the way to Aiken?
I A. Yes, - sir. |
Q. What do y'all do when you get down to Aiken?
.A. Proceed to ditch the car.
Q0. Now, I want to ask you something about the car. Do

you remember at any time having some Clorox?

_A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did you get that?

A. From Mr. Goodwin. Mr. Goodwin came out of the house
with it. | |

0. Did you ever use it in the house?

A, Yes, sir.

0. What did you use it for?

A. To spray it on ﬁhe window.

0. Which window?

A. On the window that we proceeded to come in.

Q. What was your purpose to doing that?

A.

To like wipe away the evidence, anything like

that.
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Q.
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Did that spray bottle go with you guys?
Yes, sir.

Who took possession of that bottle?
Myself.

When y'all abandon this Yukon, what, if anything,

did you do with that spray bottle before y'all got, out of the

truck?
a
Q
Al
Q J
A
Basically
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A,
Q.
go?
A.

I threw it out.

Do you remember spraying it at all in the truck?

Yes, sir.

. Why did you do that?

Basically because I was sweating real bad.

to élean up evidence.

What kind of evidence wefg you thinking about?
DNA.

So you know about DNA?

Yes, sir.

How did you.learn about DNA?

I watch a lot of crime shows.

You know Clorox will wipe that away?

Yes, sir.

v

When y'all get out of that Yukon, where do y'all

Proceeding to walk. We went to the Huddle House -

the Waffle House.
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You say the Huddle House. Waffle House, are- they

very similar?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Which one to your memory was it, Waffle House or

Huddle Housé?

A.
0.
A,

Q.

Wéffle’House.
When y'all get there, do y'all actually eat?-
Yes, sir.

What, if anything, happens while you're at the

Waffle House?

A.

We seen a cop roll by real slow and suspicious

looking in so we were pretty much like, hey, man, it's pretty"

much time

Q.

A.
Q.
A.

to go. They may have found the car.
Do you leave anything at the Waffle House?
Yes,  sir.

\

What do you leave?

I went into the bathroom area to use the bathroom

and I took like it was a money clip and I threw it in the

trash can.
0.

away”?

Did anybody else in your group throw anything
Yes, sir.

Who?

Mr. Goodwin.

What did he throw away?
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A. , A glove.
Q. Do you remember what color it was?
A. White.
Q. Let me show you first of all a picture, State's 6l.
Do those items look familia;?
A.  Yes, Sir.
Q. Those are the items y‘ali left at the Waffle
Hpuse?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. This money clip, I want to.show yéu State's 41. 1Is
that the same money clip that we see in State's 617
A. Yes, sir.
Q. This is the money clip you threw awayé
A. Yes, sir..'\ [
Q. Now, when you took this money clip, was it empty
like this?
A. No, sir.
Q What did it have?
A. Some cash in it.
Q How much cash?
A Around, it was over 2000. I know that it was over
- $2000.00. I'm not sure of the éxact amount.
Q. Who took that money? ‘

A. Myself.

Q. Did you keep that money?
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A
Q
A
-0.
A
Q

939

Yes, sir.

Did you share that money?
NQ, sir.

That was yours?

Yes, sir.

I show you State's 88. Does this look like the.same

glove in State's 617

o0 WP

Q. -

Yes, sir.
Who had this glove?
Mr. Goodwin.

Let me ask you about that. Y'all had gone to a

Walmart in Aiken. What did you buy?

A.

Q.

gloves?

o:uo»:o:u:o:u’:.o;w

Some gloves and walkie-talkies.

When Mr. Wilson went in the house, did he have

Yes, sir.

Were they white gloves like that? -
No, sir.f

Mr. Goodwln, what did he have?

He didn't have no gloves.

So he got him a white glove?

Yes, sir.

Was there a second glove?

I'm not sure about it.

Okay. Now, you said you dropped stuff off in the
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1 trash can in Waffle House. Why was that?

2 A. Just to discard it.

3 Q. You mentioned something about cops or seeing --

4 A. Yes, sir. ,

5 Q. What did you see? ‘

6 A. Just seen Aiken County. I seen them roil'by on the

7 highway on Route 1 in front of the Waffle House so we said,

8 man,vit's time to go because they was kind of looking at us

9 like they was on their way towards the car.

10 -~ Q.  Where did y'all go?.

11 o A. We proceeded to walk behind the hotel that.was right

12 there.

13 Q. Did you still have the jewelry with you? ’

14 A. Yeé, sir.

15 Q. What was it in?

16 A. It was in Jjust like in my pocket.

17 Q. Did.you have anything to put it in?

18 A. Yes, sir. I found a litfle bag on the ground that I
- 19 prqceeded put it in, tied it and put it behind the dumpster.

20. . Q. So yoﬁ didn't take the jewelry with you?

21 A. No, sir. |

22 ’ Q. At some point do yoﬁ come back and get that

23 jewelry?

24 A. Yes, sir.

25 Q. We'll talk about that in just a minute. Once you

[t
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" put it behind the dumpster, where is that dumpster?
A. The dumpster is right behind - I don't know the name
of the hotél. There was a hotel right there.
Q. Okay. Now, that hotel, let me ask you, do y'all go ‘

anywhere? Do y'all try to go into the hotel?

A. Yes, sir.

Q Are y'all able to get a room?

A No, sir.

Q. Why not?

A Bécause I'm not old enough to get a room.

Q What about the other two guys, they're old enough,

‘

right? V

A. Yeah. But they didn't have their ID's.

Q.; Where were their ID's? ’

A. Left inside of the Grand Marquis.

Q. So who is with’you at this point?

A. Just me, Mr. Goodwin and Wilson.

Q. And again, Mr. Lowman is out of the picfure?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. When y'all don't get a room, where do
y'all go?

A. Proéeeded to go through the woods because when I was

around the front trying to like get a room, I seen the police
{

was over there at the Waffle House. .

Q. Okay. How far through the woods do you go?
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I can't remember how far we went through but we went

through a good distance.

Q.

Were you afraid those law enforcement officers were

gonna catch you?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

At some point when y'all come ‘out of the woods do

you know where you are?

A.

IO:PIO':D‘PO?D‘I.C)

Some type of RV park.

When'y’all get there, what do you'dé?
Proceededito call a taxi.
Do you get a eab?
Yes,.sir.‘

Where do you go?

To the Econo Lodge that we épent the first night.

When you got to the Econo Lodge, had you already

paid for the room for that day?

A,

Q
A
Q.
A

No.

Who paid for the room that day?

Taxi driver.

Why is that?

Because he overheard us talking about we need to get

someone to get a room for us and he said he would do it for

us.

Q.

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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The next day what do you do?

Proceed to call a taxi again.

All right. Do all three of you get in it?
No, sir.

Who gets in that cab?

> O > L @R ] @]

Me and Mr. Wilson get in a second cab. Mr. Goodwin

he gets in the first cab.

Q. Where is he going?

A.. Back'to Ridge Spring Apartménts.

Q. What‘was your plan eventually for you and Mr.
Wilson? ‘

A. To go. back to Maryland.

Q. Before y'all go back, you mentioned‘that dumpster.

Do y'all make your way back to that dumpster?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What do you do when you're there?
A. Proceeded to go get the jewelry.
Q. From there where do y'all go?
A. Proceed to go to Columbia to the Greyhound
station.
Q. From Greyhound where do you go?
A. Back up to.Washington, D.C. , ’ \
0. This jewelry, what, if anything, do you do with_fhat

jewelry?

A. I gave it to Mr. Wilson. Mr. Wilson said he knows

Ky
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somebody that can get rid of it.

Q.

> 0 » 0 » O P O ¥

Q.
jewelry?

A.

L o NI e SR "R o)

Q.
Maryland?
| A.

Q.

A.

Get rid of it meaning what?

Sell it.

Did you get some money from that?

No, sir.

You don't recall getting any cash from that?
No, sir. Well, yeah. It was a sﬁall amount .
Like abqut what?

About a thousand dollars. @

A thousand dollars is a small amount?

Yes, sir.

Were y'all expecting to get a lot more from that

Yes, sir. .
And then you kept the money from the money clip?
Yes, sir.

So about hbw much from the money slip?

I would say around 2500.

So you ended up with about $3500.007?

Yes, sir.

Now, at some point do you get arrested up in

Yes, sir.
Do you remember what day?

The 23rd.
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Q.
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And- you were arrested on these éharges?
Yes, sir.

And you're brought back here?

Yes, sir.

Do you remember being interviewed?

Yes, sir.

By both the State and Federal Government?
Yes, sir.

Has the Federal Government also got some charges on
Yes, sir.

Are you cooperating on those charges?
Yes, sir.

Are there any promises by the Federal Government on

what we're doing here today?

A.

Q.

here?

again.

A
Q.
A
Q

No, sir.

And you know. I'm the one in charge 5f your charges

Yes, sir.
What deals do you have with me?
None.

I want to ask you about that Mercury Grand Marquis

When -Mr. Lowman would pull somewhere and stop, would

he keep that car running?

A.

Yes, sir.
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Q. Do’yog\recall at any time if the car would stop and
it wouldn't run?
A. Yes, sir.
0. What would Mr. Lowman do?
A. He would have to get like a jack and jack the car up
and proceed to go under it and hot wire it.
| Q. How méﬁy times during your time with him did he have

to do that?

A. Several. Several.

Q. Several. 1Is that basically hot wiring it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Let me ask you this, too. Before y'all left the

Tidwell residence and got out of there, do you recall

disposing of any property before y'all got in that Yukon and

fled?

A. Yes/ sir.

Q. Where did‘y'all dispose of that property?

a. In the ponds.

Q. Behind the house?

A. Yes/ sir.

Q. What did you do?

A. Proceeded to throw it into the pond.

Q. What items do you recall throwing in the pond?

A. It was a handgun. It was a small little handgun and
that's it.
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Let me ask you about that. That's what you threw?
Yes, sir.

The émall handgun, was that used in the robbery?
No, sir. |

Where was that taken from?

It was found in the house.

Do you remember what room? /

Tt was in the master bedroom.

The other gun that you're talking about, what gun is
The gun that was used in the crime? It was the
The one that was found in the Yukon?

Yes, sir.

Were you aware if any other items were thrown in the

pond at that time?

those?

A.

A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q

Yes, sir.

So you weren't the only one throwing stuff?
No,‘sir. ‘

Do you remember what y'all did with the phones?
Threw them into the pond.

What about the house phones, what did y'all do with

The house phones? I didn't throw them into there.

I noticed them when I was still scavenging around the house.
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1 I seen them inside of the toilet.
2 Q. Do you remember seeing anything in the showers?
3 A. Yes, sir.
4 Q. What did you see in the éhower?
5 A. It was like a purse.
6 Q. Did anybody tell you the reason for throwing fhe
7 phones in the toilet and the purse in the shower?
8 | A.  Yeah. Robert, he said. that he had touched it in
9 .a way and he was like, you know, he was trying to throw it in
10 ~the shower to wash away anything, if anythiﬁg was left on
11 it.
12 L Q. Okay.' One final thing. You've gotlali of these
13 ; charges on you today? |
14 A.  Yes, sir.
15 Q. And you're admitting your invol&ement. You
16 understand that? |
17 _ A. =~ Yes, sir.
18 Q. And again, I know we have harped on it --
19 A.  Yes, sir: |
20 Q.: -- but have I made you any promises?
21 A. No, sir.
22 Q. HavevI made you any deals?
23 A. No, sir.
24 Q. Here}s what you're gonna need to do now. The
.25 defense lawyer is gonna stand up and cross examine you.
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Q.
name?
A.

Q.

949
" Yes, sir.
Answer any questions he's got.
Yes, sir.
- MR. HUBBARD: Thank you.
MR. WILLIAMS: . May it please the Court.
THE COURT; Yes, sir.
CROSS EXAMINATION
WILLIAMS: |
Let's see. Your name 1is Darien.t What's your last
Darien is my last name. Joshua is my first name.
Joshua Darien. VAS I understand it you're actually

from South Carolina; is that right?

Yes, sir.

What part of South Carolina did you say you were

Jasper County.

Jasper County. And you moved up to Maryland where

you meet up with Mr. Wilson, right?

A.

Q.

too?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

"Now, 1is your family originally from Jasper County,

My family 1is spread out, wide range of everywhere.

Well, Mr. Wilson is from South America. What's the

name of that country he's from?
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A. Guiana.

Q. Guiana?

A. Yeah. Guiana. Something like that.

Q. Are any of your relatives from Guiana or anything
like that? ~

AL No.

Q. Y'all share anything in common? You and Mr. Wilson,

y'all share anything in commoné

A As faf as property w;se? No.

Q. Anything?

A, No; sir.

Q Y'all don't éhare any same interests or anything
like that?

A. Interest in certain activities, yeah.

0 Like breaking into houses?
A. No. No.
Q All right. Let me ask you this: For the last four

and a half months you have been incarcerated since what, March

of 20177
A. Yes, sir.
o) When were you arrested?
A I was arrested up in Maryland.
Q. Yeah. When?
A March 23rd.
Q March 23rd of 2017. And you have been sitting up in
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Anderson City jail for, you and Mr. Wilson were in a pod for

like four and a half months, right?

A.
Q
A.
Q
A

Q.

Yes, sir.

Y'all had contact with each other?
Variation. ‘

Talked all the time?

Not all the time.

But you're in the same area? You weren't kept apart

or anything, were you?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

We was kept apart for the first ten months.

The first ten months?
Yes, sir.

So then you were together for the last four and a

half months?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

So were you -- The first ten months were you in the :

Anderson City jail?

A.

Q
A
Q.
A
Q

\

No, sir.
Where were you then?
Saluda County.
Vs
You were in Saluda County?

Yes, sir.

So when you were in Saluda County, they kept you

apart, but when you got back to Anderson, they let y'all stay

up there together for four and a half months?
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i A. Yes, sir.
2 0. When were you arrested?
3 A. In Maryland.
4 Q. Yeah. When?
5 A. March 23rd.
6 Q. And after you were arrested, do you remember being
7 ihterviewed, or interrogated might be a better word? Was it-
- 8 interrogated or interviewed? What would you call it?
9 - A, intefviewéd. |
10 Q You were interviewed?
11 A Yes, si;.
12 Q.v Do you remember hdw you were arrested?
i3 | A Yes, sir. |
14 . Q. And your interview was actualiy in the hospital,
15 wasn't it?
16 L A. Yes, sir.
17 Q. What was wrong with you that you were in the-
18 hoépital? |
19 A. I received a head injury.
20 . Q. What kind of head injury did you receive?
21 A, Would you specify head injury?
22 ’ Q. Yeah. What was wrong with you? What happened to
23 your head?
24 A, I-received a head injury. I broke my orbital
25 bone.

~
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Did this happen in an accident?
Yes, sir.
What kind of accident did this happen in?

Received'by law enforcement.

So law enfércement helped you with that accident?

No, sir. They didn't help with it. They caused

They caused it?
Yes, sir.

How did law enforcement cause these injuries to your

Proceeded to hit me in the face.
Fractured your orbital, right?
Yes, sir.

I'm going to ask you to look at that picture and

tell me is that an accurate depiction of how you looked after

the police got through beating on you?

A.

Yes, sir.

MR. WILLIAMS: Your Honor, I would move to introduce

this as Defense Exhibit number 1.

MR. HUBBARD: No objection.
THE COURT: Defense 1, admitted, no objection.

(Whereupon, Defense Exhibit #1 marked for

identification and entered.)

BY MR. WILLIAMS:
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Q. Will you step down here and please show the jury how
you looked.
A. (Witness complies.)
0. And your first interview was done from the bed with

the‘police officer talking to you?
Yes, sir. Severél days after I first got these.
And aétually came to the hospital?
Yes, sir. |

So how many days were you in the hospital?

A
Q
A
Q
A. Seven.
Q Seven days?
A Yes, sir.
0 You can have your seat?
A (Witness complies.)
Q Now, when you first started talking to the police
about what happened -- How many times have you talked to law
enforceﬁent about whét happened down here?

A. . Are.you talking about while I was in the hospital?

Q. I don't care. Let's start with that. How many

times in the hospital did you taik to law enforcement?

A. Just once.

Q. After ybu left the hospital, how many timesvdid you
talk tg law enforcement about what happened? ‘

A. None until I proceeded to what you call.being

interviewed for this, for the trial.
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Q. Right. So you weren't interviewed by law
enforcement in Maryland other than that one time?

A. No, sir.

Q. When you came down to South Carolina, how many times
have you been interviewed by law enforcement?

A. Just once.

Q. When you were interviewed by law enforcement, dia
you tell them that you went to~Spartanburg to.pick up the
gun? |

A.  Yes, sir.

Q. You sure you didn't tell them you went to someplace
called Sumterville?

A. I don't. recall.

Q. You don't deny that though, do you?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Now, when you were talking about how you got here,
vyou éaid that Mr. Lowman drove you down here in the Impala,
right?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then once you got down here, you actually drove

around and you followed the Tindalls in the Impala, didn't

you?
A. | The Tidwells?
Q. Tidwells. I'm sorry.
A. No, sir.
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1 1 Q. So you never followed them in the Impala?
l 2 A. No, sir.
; 3 Q. So when was the last time that you were in the
4 Impala?
5 A. It was around the second day. .
6 Q. And you have talkéd about this and you were asked
7 several times about this white house which was over in
8 Persimmon Hill. When you d?ove over in Persimmon Hill, did
9 that strike»you, did that white house just stand out to you as-
10 being something that you.éhould,remember?
11 A. The white house?
12 Q. Yeah. B
13 A. Yeah.
14 Q0. Why did that strike you?
15 A. Because I saw the camera on it.
16 Q. You saw a camera on 1t?
7 . A A camerd on the house.
18 o7 Q. So you knew that you were being recorded when you
o 19 rode by £here?
20 A. Yeah.
21 Q. But even though you were being recorded you didn't
22 worry about that?
- 23 A. No, sir.
24 Q. Did you know that yoﬁvhad GPS monitoring. on the
25 Grand Marquis?
STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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A. No, sir.
Q. Did you think it was unusual that Mr. Lowman had to
jump the car every time?
A. Yeah. He said he was having starter problems.
Q. Starter problems. You remember seeing'a tow fruck
out thére, right?
A, Yes, sir.
| Q. All right. What did you think they were doing out
there?
A. I didn't know what they was doing.
Q. Let's go to the night. Lét‘s kind of cut to the

chase. You .said you got out there and you watched a bunch of’
people play that par 3. What did»you have on?
‘A black jacket, some black sweat pants.
| All right. What else?
Some shoes.
What color were the shoes?
Like multi colored shoes.

Did you have a hat on or a .ski mask?

> 0 » O P oo P

A ski mask. Ski mask and'I ripped my shirt and I
tied it up like a ski mask.
Q. Okay. So you didn't have a mask mask, right?
A No. Not like an official mask.
Q. What did Mr. Wilson have on?
A

Same thing.
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So he didn't have a real mask?
It was like ripped like a ski mask.

He had a ski mask?

=T ORI o)

Tt was like a ski mask. It was ripped like a ski

mask, his shirt.

Q. His shirt was made into a mask?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How about when .you were arrested, do you recall law

enforcement getting masks and glo?es from your place?

A. From my house?
0.  Yeah. |
A. I don't know.

-~ Q. Let me ask you to look at that. Tell me, doés that

look familiar to you?

L. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, what is that?

A. That's two different pairs of shoes, some gloves and
a mask.

Q.  Whose gloves and mask is that?

A. The mask is actually Mr. Wilson'é. The gloves,

those appear to be mine._ The shoes, one pair is his and one
pair are mine.

Q. All right. When were those taken?

A. Those were never taken with us.  The shoes was worn

by Mr. Wilson, but them other shoes, those wasn't worn.
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Q. When were those received by law indictment?
In Maryland?

A. Yeah.- When they searched my house.

Q They got them out of your house 1in Maryland?

A. Yes, sir.

Q And it's yéur testimony that that's the ski mask?

A Yeah. Like I said, like that's more like I would
say an official ski mask.

Q. Is that what Mr. Wilson had on when he went in the
house? |

A.  No, sir.

Q. Are you sure that's not ‘'your ski mask?

A. _It‘s not my ski mask.

Q. Why was it ét your house?

A. Mr. Wilson was staying at‘my house for a while so,

of course, he gonna have some stuff over there.

Q. So he normally has a ski mask at your house?
A. It's very cold up there in Maryland.
Q. So that black ski mask is what you wear when it's

really cold?

A. Yes, sir. It's like a style or trend you can say up
there.

Q. Say that again.

A.. It's like a style or a trend. @A lot of people wear

ski masks up there.
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Q. And- they céver your entire face?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And black is normally a good. color to get, too,
isn't it?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Are these the same gloves that you wore when
you went inside the Tidwells' house?
A. . No, sir.
Q What happened to those black gloves?
A I threw fhem out.
Q. I'ﬁ sorry? |
A I threw theﬁvout.
Q Where did you throw them out at?
A . I can't remember whéfe I threw them out at.
Q. You goﬁ a real good-memory on a lot of stuff. You
-sure you can't remeﬁber where you threw them out?
~A.  No, sir.
Q. What about, you said when you went in there, you had
a shirt, righ%? A shirt wrapped around your face?
A. Yes, sif.
Q You didn't have a mask?
A No. It was made into a mask.
0. How do you make it into a maské
A Rip it. 1It's kind of hard to_describe. It's ‘easier

to show you than telling you.
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Q. ~ You have done it before a lot?
A. I just done it that one time that time.
Q. And you put it on your face and you go in and people

can't tell who you- are?

No, sir.

What did you do with that?
With the shirt?

Yeah.

Kept it on.

When did you get rid of it? Do you still got it?
No, sir.

What happened to it?

Got rid of it.

When did you get rid of it?
Along with the gloves.

When did you get. rid of the gloves?

> O B O B O ® O B O > O P

After the crime.

When after the crime did you get rid of them?

o0

I don't recall exactly but I know I got rid of
them.
Q. Well, you didn't throw them down in the Tidwell

house, did you?

A. No, sir.
Q. Didn't leave them in the white car, did you?
A, No, sir.
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1 ' Q. Didn't throw themlout with the Clorox bottle, did

2 you? | |

3 A. No, sir.

4 Q. So you carried them back to Maryland with you?

5 A. No, sir.

6 Q. Well, you;re pretty sure about when you didn't do

7 it. So what happened between the time in which YOu'got out of
8 the vehicle énd you went to the Waffle House and the time you
9 got the taxi cab guy to pay for your motel room? Did you

10 throw it out maybe in the motel room? |

11 ' A. I know when I got to the Greyhound station I didn't
12 have them with me. I didn't have no gloves or I didn't have
13 thatlripped shirt no‘mote whenrl got to the Greyhound

14 station.

15 Q. So you just . know whatlyou didn't have?
_16 ] A. Yes.

17 - Q. Now, it's ybur testimony that when y'all went to

18 Waffle House,'that you weéent in there and you dropped the money
19 clip in there because you were concerned somebody would catch
20 -~ you with that money clip on you, right?
21 -A. I just didn't want the money clip. I wasn't
22 concerned about anybody catching me with it.
23 Q. Why would you throw it away if you weren't concerned
24 about that?
25 A. I just didn't want the money clip no more. It was
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kind of like poking at me in my pants.
Q. It was inconvenient; is that right?
A.  Yeah.
Q. And you say you and Mr. Goodwin and Mr. Wilson went

inside tﬁe bathroom, right?

You said inside of what bathroom?

The Waffle House bathroom?

Me and Goodwin, we went inside the bathroom. >
Y'all went in there together?

No. Not in there together.

You went in there separately?

Yes, sir.

o » O » O B O

So if we‘wereblooking at a surveillance camera, we
would be able to see the two of y'all going into the bathroom
on two separate occasions?

A. Separate. It's a one man bathroom.

Q. Right. And if they had a surveillance camera there
at the Waffle Hoﬁse, we would see each one of you going inside
that bathroom? |

A. Me and Mr. Goodwin.

Q. Cor}ect. All right. ©Now, did. Mr. Goodwin tell you

that he only threw away one glove?

A. He said that he got rid of the glove that he had.
Q. Got rid of the glove that he had?
A.  Yeah.
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1 Q. Did it seem unusual that he only threw away one
2 glove?
3 A, He said glove. He didn't say pleural so I knew he
4 was talking about one glove.
5 . Q. Did it seem unusual that he didn't throw away both
6 gloves?
7 A. I didq’t say nothing about it. It wasn't Qéfy
8 impoftant to me. ‘
9 Q. But you didn't throw away your black leather gloves
10 then,lright?
11 | A. Not then. No.
12 ’ Q. Now, do you remember you were talking about the
13 | bullets and you said that Mr. Lowman bought fhe bullets,-
14 - right?
15 ‘ ‘ A; Yes, sir.
16 Q. And everybody was riding down the road firing the
17 bullets, right?
18 A.  Yes, sir.
19 Q. How many times did you fire the gun?’
‘20 A, Say around three or four.
21 Q.. All right. Three or four. How many timés did
22 Mr. Wilson fire the gun?
23 A. I don't recall.
24 Q. And how many times did Mr. Goodwin fire the gun?'
25 A. I don't reéall.
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’

Q. How many times did Mr. Lowman fire the gun?
A. I don't recall.
Q. ~ How it is that you remember the exact number of

times. that you fired the gun but you don't remember how many
times anybody else fired the gun?

A. I mean, I fired the gun so'I know how many times I
fired it but I knew it was passed to everybody to fire it.
How many times did you load the clip?

Just once.

So you only loaded the clip one time, .right?
Yes. But we had two different clips.

Did you use more that one clip?

No.

o » o » o » o

So you had_one clip that you used. You didn't use

more than one clip?

A. No, sir.

Q. How many bullet in that clip?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Well, let me ask you-to look at this ‘and tell me if

you recognize this as the clip that y'all were using in the
gun?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is distinguishing about this clip that tells
you that this was the one?

A. Because the other clip is much longer.
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So this is the shorter clip?

1 0 .
2 A That's the shorter clip.
3 Q. This is the one that you were firing?
4 A Yes, sir.
5 Q. So it's going to have fewer bullets in it,
6 correct?
;7 A, Yes, sir.
.8 Q. Do you know how many bullets. fit this clip?
9 A.. No, sir.
10 Q. ‘Do you know how mény bullets were in the box?
11 A A. No, sir.‘
12 © Q. Well, if the box says on it 50,'y0u_wouldn't dispute
13 that? 7
14 A. I.don't pay attention to stuff like that.
15 0. Now, who was driving the car? i
i6 i At the time it was being fired?
17 Q. Yeah. -
18 A. Mr. Lowman.
19 Q. So how is Mr. Lowman firing the gun?
20 A. One hand on fhe wheel and the other hand out the
21 window. | |
22 Q. Firing it underneath his arm?
23 A. Yeah.
24 Q. So he would be firing across traffic, wouldn't he?
25 A.  Yeah.
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Q. Did y'all hit anything when y'all were firing that
gun?
A. It was in the Qdods. Shooting into a wooded area.
Q: So you weren't in a field area? You were in a

wooded area?

A, There were some trees and some fields. It was

mixed.
| Q. So you éot a little of both?
AL Yeah. |
Q. How many times have youvgbne over your testimony?
A, How many times have I gone over my testimony?
Q. With the Solicitor or law ehforcément?
A. Once. Twice. Once. Once.
Q. Once once?
A. Yéah.
Q. Just onqe?
A. Y-eah.
Q.

Do you remember your testimeny to law enforcement_

-

'about‘ridinglaround. ‘Mr. Lowman was driving y'all around

~

going to car lots? : \
| | A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you tell law enforcement that the reason he was
riding around looking at the car lots was because he was
trying to buy a car for his mother?

A. Yes, sir.

!
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Q. Well, now, why would you say thathr. Lowman was
trying to buy a car for his mother if you told the Sélicitof
just now that ydu were riding around to the car lots to get a
second car for the robbery? |

A. Because at first he was saying it was for his
mother;A He said both of them. First he said it was for his

mother. Second he éaid'he_was trying to get it for the

robbery.

_'Q. ' So originally it was for his mother, but then he

- decided it was going to be for —--—

A. The robbery.

Q "Well;‘now, you-ﬁad two éaré, right?

A. No. |

Q | Well, you had the Impala, didn't you?

A No. .The impala was somebody else's car.

Q. ‘That's the one ﬁhaf he drove up there in and picked

you up and drove YOU back in, right?
A. Yeah. .

. 0. Of course, you didn't drive it again once that

‘happened, right?

A. .He had to trade up the Impala becéuse the guy who
was driving.the Impala, he kept cémplaining about the starter
issues saying it kepﬁ cutting off on him so we had to go trade
out cars with him.

Q. So the Impala had the same starter issues that the
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Marquis had?

A. No. The Grand Marquis had starter issues. He was
driving the Grand Marquis. The other guy. I don't know his
name. I don't recall what relation he was to Mr. Lowman but
he said he was some relation to him.

Q. So you didn't ride ‘around in the Impala following
the Tidwellg to the their house?

A. I don;t recall. No.

Q. There's a big difference between I don't recall and
I didn't do 1it, isn't there?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Let me ask you this: The Grand Marquis, you and
Robert Goodwin .and Mr. Wilson have driven that car without Mr.

Lowman being in the car, haven't you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q How many times?

A Just one time.

Q. Just the one time. And when was that?
A I can't recall the date.

Q And Qhat did y'all go off and do?

A.  We just basically wanted to get out of the hotel
room because he was saying, he went to go pick up is
girlfriend so he just wanted some time alone with his
girifriend inside the hotel so we just drove around in

Aiken.
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Drove around in Aiken?

Yeah. We was looking for a person to get some

marijuana from.

Q.

. ) .
So'you and Mr. Wilson and Mr. Goodwin was looking to

get some marijuana in Aiken?

A. Yeah. But we ain't never found none.
Q. How do you do .that? How do you just go to Aiken and
say I'm gonna go find -- I mean, is there a store that you can

do that at?

A. No, sir.‘
. Q. How do you do that?
A. Just somebody who looks the part.
Q. Say that again.
"A. Somebody who looks the part.
Q. Somebody who looks the part? |
A. Yeah.
Q. So y'all have the ability fo go around and éay that
guy's got marijuéné. I'm gonna buy marijuana from him. |
A. It's kind of like the sameltactic that_law_

enforcement. uses.

STATE OF $.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
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ﬁight.

I just have a very creative mind.

Had to do it a lot?
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A. No.

Q. Why were you chosen to be the one to pop the
window? |

A. Because we didn't have nofhing else to pop the

window with so I just said I'll find something probably in the
shéd, some type of crowbar and I seen a hook, it was like a
hook that was on a clip so I said this would go under the
window and it fit perfect.

Q. Well, now, were youlleading this situation? Were

you the leader here --

A. No.

Q. -- telling people where to go and what to do?

A. No.

Q. You had all the good ideas, right? How to get in,
right? .

A. That's one of many.

0. Okay. So' who goes in first into this house?

A. You talking about like once the robbery was taking
place? | |

Q. Yeah.

A. Mr. Goodwin and Mr.‘Wilson‘because they proceeded

with the firearms.
Q. And they had the flashlights, right?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You didn't have a flashlight?
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1 A. Yeah. I had a flashlight, too.
2 Q. Where did your flashlight come from?
3 A. I already had it.
4 Q. You already had a flashlight?
5 A Yeah. It was on my key chain.‘ I had a little key
6 chain flashlight. N | \ _
7 Q. So you come in with a key chain flashlight, right?
8 .A. That I had.
9 Q- How bright was that?
10 A. It was bright. Not too bright.
11 Q. Bright but not too bright?
12 A.  Yeah.
13 Q. Everything is just kind of in the middle, isn't
14 it?
15 A. Yeah.
16 - Q. Codd aﬁSwer. So you come in and you yell ATF,
17 right?
18 A. All three of us do.
19 Q. Everybody ig yelling. Where is Mr. Lowman wheﬁ
20 y'all are doing that?
21 A. Right behind us. A
22 : Q. He's behind you. What dces he have: on? ’
23 A. He has on like this, it's like a - he said it was
24 like his work shirt, a work shirt and some pants.

25 Q. He said it's like his work shirt?

i
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A. I'm saying he had like a work shirt on. ,
Q. Why did you say he said it's like his work shirt?
A. I meant to say he had it. He had it. |
. Q. But why did you uée that phrase, he said it's like
his work shirt?
A, I messed up. Mispronunciated (sic) 1it.
é. Well, you know, that sounds like somebody said --
MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor;‘that sounds like he's
testifying. He can ask a question.
THE COURT: Ask questions.
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
0. So‘he has on a work shirt. What color is it?
A. It's like grayish, bluish.
Q. Grayish, bluish. Not gray, not blﬁé, but grayish,

bluiéh. What color is his pants.
-Just jeans...
'Justvjeans. What color?
Blue jeans.

Blue or black?

It's like a, say like a dark Navy bluish.

o Or o0 P o0

4Almost black, maybe blue. All right. What kind of

shoes does he have on?

A. I don't recall. I think it was -- Actually I do
recall. It was Timberland.
Q. Timberland?

¢
i
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Q.
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Yes, sir. Timberland boots. !

So you know the model of it. What color were

Tan.

Tan?

Yeah.

You looked at the pictures just a little while ago,

didn't you, of him in Walmart, didn't you?_k'

A.

QX
Al
'know what

I o T S o B

0.
Are those

A,

Q.

Same ones?

A.

Q.

Yeah.

Yeah.
What color were the boots he had on there?
I don't remember what shoes he had on then. I just

!

shoes he had on that day.

-~ Were they tennis shoes or Timberland boots?

Timberland. boots.

They were Timberland boots?

A

In the Walmarﬁ?

»Yéah.: No. When we did the crime. {

‘Let me ask you-to. look at State's Exhibit number 97.

the Timberland boots that he had on?
Yeah. . Actually those are the same ones.-

Those are the same ones. ‘Real light color, right?

Yeah.

Okay. Now, when you first had an interview with law
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enforcement about Walmart, did you indicate that you had gone

into McDonald's or something like that to get something to

eat? \

A. That waskthe second Walmart.

Q. That's the segond Walmart. What's at the'éecond
Walmart?

A McDonald's. It's insidé of the Walmart.

Q Is thaﬁ-whereer. Lowman got the bullets?

A. Yes, sif. |

Q I'm sorry?

A. Yes, sir. That's where Mr. Lowman got the bullets

at, the second Walmart.

Q. So you went into Walmart into the’ McDonald's in the
Walmart?
A. Yes, sir.
~
Q. Got something to eat. So you weren't with Mr.

Lowmah when he was buying this ammunition?

A. It's not in the picture. No.

Q. Because it's not in the picture, that means yoﬁ’re
not with him?

A. I'm inside of the Walmart inside of McDonald's and
McDonald's is in the front. The ammunition and everything is
I would think is in a different department.

Q. Do you know where they are?

A. No.
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1 0. All right.. I think we're about through. Would it

2 surprise you to know that the jewelry was worth over |

3 $100,000.00%

4 A. It woﬁldn't surprise me.

5 Q. Were you with him when he cashed out the jewelry,

6  Mr. Wilson cashed odt the jewelry?

7 A. No, sir.

8 E Q. Do.you kgéw whq he sold it to?

9 o A. No,'sir.

10 Q. What about the cash. You sure you only had $2500.00
11 in cash?

12 o A, I had 2500 plus the thousand dollars that he gave

13 . me.

14 Q He gave you a thousand?

15 A. Mr. Wilson.

16 Q And he kept all the jewelry?

17 A Yes, sir. I gave all'the jewelry to him because he
18 salid he knew a person.

19 . Q. Tell me again what charges are pending against
20 yQu? |
21 AL State and Federal?

22 Q. Yeah.

23 A. My Federal is possession of a firearm and

24 brandishing. 1It's called 924 (c), firearm during a robbery and
25 impersonating law enforcement. That's the Federal. The State

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

977

JOSHUA DARIEN - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

977

I got burglary first, armed robbery, two counts of kidnapping,
grand larceny, conspiracy, possession of a firearm during a
violeét crime and impersonating law enforcemgnt.

Q. And you haven't had any discussion with them about

downward departure on the Federal case, have you?

A. No, sir.

Q. You haven't heard that before?

A. No, sir.

Q. Tell me about the guy that the gun was bought from.

How tall did you tell law enforcement the guy was?

A. - I know he was shorter than Lowman. I was 1in the car

3

so I can't get-a direct height approximation.

Q. Did you tell them he was approximately five six?
A. Yeah. I said he was shqrter than Mr. Lowman.
| Q. Did you -say he was five,six?
A. I don't recall.
Q. And did you say that he was 50 to 60 years old?
A. I said he was older looking.
Q. Did you say he was 50 to 60 years old?
A. Yes.

MR. WILLIAMS: -Thank you. That's all the guestions
I ha&e, Your Honor.
MR. HUBBARD: Quick follow up.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION‘

BY MR. HUBBARD:
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Q. The charges that were mentioned, grand larceny, the
impersonating a police officer and possession of a firearm,
any deals on those?

A, No, sir. .

Q. You got arrested in Maryland. South Carolina cops
arrested you or‘Maryland cops?

A. Maryland.

Q. How old were you at the time?
A. 18.

MR. HUBBARD: Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. You may step down. All
right. Ready for a break? Take about 15 minutes. If
you need to step outside, you may. Don't discuss the
case. We‘ll have you back in here in just a little
while. |

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 10:00

(Short break;)

BAILIFF: Come to order.

THEVCOURT: Have a seat please.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, there is one matter.
Apparently Mr. Darien has since entered into a plea
agreement with the feds with a downward departure. I'm
unaware how that will affect me, but we would like to

make that known to the jury.
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THE COURT: Okay. Y'all didn't know about it?

MR. HUBBARD: I didn't. I knew that they were
entering into discussions to talk about pleading. I have

stayed out of that because I don't have any business in

that.

THE COURT: How do y'all want to present that?

MR. WILLIAMS: We just want -- Ybu want to have him
admit -- He can just admit that on the stand, Your Honor,

or we can stipulate to it or his attorney is here who can
say that he's got a downward departure.

THE COURT: You've given me three choices. I can
put him on the stand, y‘all>cén stipulate to it, or his
lawyer can get on the stand and say the same thing.

MR. HUBBARD: Why don't we just put him on the stand -
since he's here, Judge.

THE COURT: Since the lawyer is here and he's kind
of reluctant, I would like to put him on the stand. " All
right. -Let's put him on the stand and we'll do it again
so bring me the jury please.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the courtroom at iO:2O
a.m;)

THE COURT: All right. Folks, the lawyers brought
something to my attention and asked could they be allowed
to put on a few more facts from Mr. Joshua Darien so,

Solicitor, would you like to present that? Mr. Darien,
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you're still under oath.
MR. HUBBARD: Thank you, Your Honor.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION CONTINUED
BY MR. HUBBARD: |
Q. Mr. Darien, your lawyer that represents you on both

your\State and Federal charges is present?

A. Yes,-sir. . |

Q. Have you been informgd that with the feds, the
Federal Government, you have entered into a plea agreemént
with a downward departufé?

A. Xes, sir. I remember it as, called ‘it a proffer.

) -
As a proffer?

Q
-A. . As a proffef.
Q You understand wigh your State charges, you're in
State court today that that has no effect on what I do with
your'charges. You understand that?
A. Yes, sir.' It has no effeét.
! MR. HUBBARD: Okay. Thank you.
MR. WILLIAMS: Just one question.
RECROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. But you understand fhat that downward departure was
based on your testimony and will cause a decrease in the
amount of time that you do in Federal Court on the Federal

charges?

JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.
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A. Yes, sir. In Federal Court.
Q. Right. And decrease the amount of time that you
will do in jail on the Federal qharges? )
A. Anythiﬁg in the Federal system. Yes.
v MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the questipﬁs I have, Your
Honor. |
THE COURT: Okayl Thank you. Now you caﬁ step
down. All right. Ms. Fuller.
MS. FULLER: The State calls James Armstrong.
Thereupon, |
JAMES WILLIAM ARMSTRONG
after having“been first duly sworn, testified as follows,
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. FULLER:
Q Please state your full name for the record.
A. James William Armstrong.
Q And where are you currently employed?
A, I'm currently employed with Greénville County

Department of Public Safety, Forensic Division Crime

Laboratory. ,
Q. And what exactly do you do?
A. I'm emploYed as a criminalist. My main

responsibility is as a forensic drug chemist and a forensic
firearms examiner.

Q. How long have you been a criminalist?
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A. I've been a criminalist now over 22 and a half
years. ;
0. What is firearms identification?
A. It's the examination of fife evidence that includes

firearms, fire casings, fire bullet specimens, comparing those
to like items and to fire them myself to see if they were, in
féct, fired by one or multiple firearms.

Q. What exactly makes that identification possible?

A. That makes it possible because every firearm that's
made by a tool, those tools leave imperféctipns or &arioué
striations like a fingerprint ieft behind on those items.

When the fireafm is fired, those fingerprints would then be
impressed or striated onto the fire evidence and then they can
be gleaned back like matching a puzzle ﬁo a puzzle piecé with
the firearm.

FQ. Can you describe your education, specialized
fraining as it relates to firearms identification?

, 8

A. Yes. T have a Bachelor's of Science in chemistry
from Mercer College. I'm trained in the area of firearﬁ ’
identification. Approximately two years doing apbrenficeship
type training under the direction of a retired fiéearms
examiner from the Philadelphia PD. I have attended 14
different manufacturing facilities to see how firearms a?e

manufactured from raw material to the finished product. I

have attended four different ammunition manufacturing and
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assembly plants to see the same pfocess. I have been through
five different armor schools to learn how to work on various
firearms and fix any problem that comes about. I have also

attended numerous schools sponsored by the Bureau of Alcohol,

- Tobacco and Firearms and firearm identification and serial

number registration and I'm a member of the Association of
Firearm and Tool Mark Examiners. I have also testified in
Federal and State court at least 63 times as an expert in the
field of firearms identification.

MS. FULLER: Thank you. Your Honor, at this time
the State moves to declare James Armstrong as an expertv
in the field of firearms identification.

MR. WILLIAMS; Without objection,‘Your Honor.

THE COURT: As I told you before: pecple with
'expertise can offer opinions in that field because of
their special experience, training and education.

MS. FULLER: Thank you, Your Honor. Permission to
approach?

THE COURT: Yes.

BY MS. FULLER:

Q. State's exhibit 38 and 79, I'm gonna hand these to
you and let me know if you have had the opportunity to review
these items before and examined them?

A. Yes, ma'am. I have.

Q. How do you recognize them?
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1 A. The exhibit 79 has my initials and the date where I
2 actually sealed the item back when I completed my analysis.

3 It also has my initials and the date on the inside bag which

4 is when I opened the container. State's Exhibit 38 has my

5 initials and the date where I actually cut the seal to open

6 the item and my initials and date are also.on the evidepce

7 sticker on the outside wheré I segled the bag.

8 Q. Can you please describe in detail the examination

9 yéu completed on'these two items?

10 A. Yes, ma'am. I took the State'é Exhibit 38 which is
11 my item number 1. It was a Carina Zastava model CZ99

12 semiautomatic pistol with serial number T101291, the caliber
13 is nine millimeter Luger: It was made in,Yugoslévia and

14 impbrted by Century Armslﬁhich is located in Vermont and also
15 = was submitted with 15 caliber nine millimeter Lugér cartridges.
16 .‘and then .I took the pistol and went to a tank ﬁoom, entered

17 factory live ammunition and did test fires to make sure the

18 gun was operable; And then I opened item number 2 which is

19 State's Exhibit 79 Which is the fire cartridge case, caliber
20 nine millimeter Luger and then I sat down at a microscope, a
21 comparison micrbscope with the evidence which is my number 2
22 and compared it to the test fires I generated from my number 1

23 pistol.
24 Q. And what conclusions did you reach as a result of

25 your examination?
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A. That this fire cartridge case was fired in this
pistol.
Q. Can you also tell me what type of ammunition was

recovered with, that was in the item as well as the spent

~

casing?

A. Yes, ma'am. They were all manufactured by
Tulammo.

0. Is that the nine'millimeter?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I'm gonna hand you State's Exhibit 72 and pleaée

tell me whether or not they're consistent with the ammunition

in the bullet as well as the spent casing?

A. . Yes, maVam. They are. _
Q. ‘And they're all Tulammo?
A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. FULLER: No further questions at this time.
MR. WILLIAMS: Only one guestion.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS:
Q. Did you use any of the bullets out of the box when
you did youf test firing? |
A. No, .sir. I was not given any of these for the
examination.
| MR. WILLIAMS: That's all the 'questions that I

have.
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THE COURT: All right. You may step doﬁn.- Call
your next witness.
MR. HUBBARD: The State calls Russ Padgett.
Théreupon,
~WILLIAM RUSSELL PADGETT
after having been first duly sworn, testif}ed as folldWs,
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HUBBARD:

Q. Agent Padgett, if you would, please state your name
for the jury..

A. vWilliam Russell Padgett, Junior.

Q. Agent Padgett, where do you work?

A. South Carolina Law Enforcement Division.

Q. Back on May 8th of last year where were you
working?

A. ‘May 8th I was working in --

Q. Not May 8th. March 8th.

A.. March 8th I was working in the Sﬁeriff's Office in
Sa}uda. |

Q. 'it's been a iong day and.it'é not lunch time yet.

On May 8th did you have an opportunity toAinterview Mr.
Lowman?

A. On March 8th. Yes, sir.

Q. March 8th. All right.  March 8th. Who was with you

when you interviewed Mr. Abin Lee Lowman?
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Special Agent Clint Busbee with the South Carolina

.Law Enforcement Division.

A.

Q.

Is he present in the courtroom?
He is.

Right in the very back?

Yes, sir.

Where did this interview take place with Mr. Lowman

on March 8th of last year?

A.
Q.
A.

Q.

At the Edgefield County Sheriff's Office.
Was Mr. Lowman under arrest at that time?
Yes, sir. He was.

Prior to talking with Mr. Lowman, what, if anything,

did you and/or Agent Busbee do?

A.
Rights.

Q.

Special Agent Busbee advised him of his Miranda

He was using a SLED Miranda Waiver Form.

I'want to show you what's been marked State's 4 and

see i1f you recognize that as the Miranda form that was used in

that interview?
A.
Q.

A.

-

Yes, sir.

- That one was used?

Yes, sir.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I offer this into evidence

at this time.

MR. WILLIAMS: Without objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Without objection, State's 4 entered
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1 without objection.
2 BY MR. HUBBARD:
3 Q. Now, Agent Padgett, prior to interviewing him and
4 giving him those rights, did y'all make any promises with Mr.
5. Lowman to get him to talk to you?
6 A. No, sir. |
7 Q. Any promises about what might happen on any charges
38 vthat might be forthcoming if he talked to you? |
9 A. No, sir.
10'_ Q. Any threats or anything that might be vieweé as
11  coercive to get him to talk to you? Something that if you
12 don't talk, this is gonna happen?
13 A. No, sir. ' |
14 Q. Did Agent Busbée make any type of promises or
15 threats?
16 A. No, sir.
17 0. Now, that Miranda Form, who fills-out the top
18 portion.of that?b
19 i The top portion is filled out where it says place,
20 date and tiﬁ;. |
21 Q. And that's done by Agent Busbee?
22 A. Somefimes the agents do it. Sometimes we allow the
23 person we're interviewing to fill that part out.
24 Q. But it's filled out?
25 A. Yes, sir.
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Q. All right. Now, will you please explain to the jury
how those rights were preéented to Mr. Lowman?

A. Agent Busbee read this form word—fér—word to Mr.
Lowmén and over here is where you can initial it as long as
you understand.your rights and it says before we ask you any
questions, you must understand your rights. The first one is \
you have the right to remain silent and is initialed by A.L.
which is Abin Lowman saying that he understood that.

Anything you say can be used in court as evidence
against you which is initialed A.L.

You are entitled to talk to a lawyer now and have
him present now or at‘any time during questioning. Also
initialed.

If you cannot afford an attorney, one will be

appointed for you without cost. That's also initialed.

If you decide to answer questions now without a

lawyer present, you still have the right to stop answering

"questions at any time. You also have the right to stop

-~

answering questions at any time until you talk to a lawyer.
That's also initialed. |

And then there's two questions and it says do you
understand these rights? And he answered yes with his
initials beside his answer. And it says do you wish to talk
to us at this time? He answered yes with his initials. Up

under that it says I have read this statement of my rights and
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"I understand what my rights are. I am willing to talk now

without a lawyer present. I understand and know what I am
doiﬁg. No promises or threats have been made to me and no
pressure or coercion of any kind has been used against me and
it's signed by Abin L. Lowman.

" Q. Let me ask you, as to this document, this Miranda
Form, these initials, who actually placed these initials
here?

A. Mr. Lowman. .
Q. You had the two questions. Do you understand these
rights? Do you wish to talk to us at this time? There's

initials there but also the words yes. Who wrote that?

A. Mr. Lowman.
Q. And then the signature at the bottom as a witness
is?
: /
A. Agent Busbee.
0. Okay. While you're in the room with Mr. Lowman,

does he appear to be under the influence of -any kind of drug

or alcohol?

_ )
A. No, 'sir. He appears coherent.
IQ. Clear headed?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did he appear to you to understand whatlhe was
doing? |
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. All right. And he said he chqse to make a
statement?

A. He did.

Q. What did Mr. Lowman tell you and Agent Busbee about
that night or early morning hours of March 8th, 20177

A. - He admifted to being at . Persimmon Hill Golf Course
or near Persimen Hill Golf Course shortly after midnight. He

advised us he was fishing in a pond. He advised that a repo
man showed up at the golf course. He had left his car running
because he was having issues with it. While he was fishing he
had left his car running. The repo man showed up and left. )
He then ran back to his car and left. He was followed to
Johnston by the repo man. Then he went to-Ridge‘Spring and
then back to Johnston where he was stopped and arrested on an
unrelated chargé to this. |

Q. Was he made aware of the fact that there was a GPS
tracker on his car prior to him getting into this statement or
during this statement at sbme point?

A. Yes. I advised him that there was .a GES tracker on
his car. When he was advised of that, he kind of dropped his
head and he said I'm gonna get a thousand years for this.

Q. Now, when.you interview somebody, anyone, after you
do Miranda and you go through the form we just went through,
do you have a conversation with them before anything is put in

writing?
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A. Yes. .We interview them verbally before we finalize.

Once we finalize the statement, we will ask them to write it

down and they have the option to write it or not write it.

Q. Okay. Did he choose to talk anymore at this
Apoint?
A. He did not.
Q. Did hé’choose to méke a written statement?
A. He did not make a written statement. The dnly opher

thing he advised of when I'asked him where his fishing

_equipment was since he was fishing, he said I could have

dropped it off somewhere.
Q. So he said that night after midnight he was at

Persimmon Hill Golf Course?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Out on the golf course?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Fishing?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. He mentions the repo man?

i Hé did. |

Q. And between leaving from the repo man and getting

stopped in Johnston he could have put his fishing equipment
somewhere?
A. Yes, sir. But he did not advise me where I could go

find it to corroborate his story.
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MR. HUBBARD: I believe that's all I have.
MR. WILLIAMS: Please the Court.
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. WILLIAMS: ”
| Q. Lieutenant Padgett, you were in a room with the SLED
officer. What room were you at?
A. It was at Edgefield Sheriff's Office/jail. I think
it's their squad room. I'm not sure.
Q. How long were you and this SLED officer inside this
room at Eddefield Detention Center?
A. From my recollection I believe it was about an hour.

I didn't document when we terminatéd the interview.
X Q. So you'and the SLED officer were in there
approximately one hour with my client and the'statemént you
just read was 30 seconds. What did y'all do for an hour?
A. Talked to Mr. Lowman. ’ A -
Q. And did you tell Mr. Lowman anything about the

alleged break-in or anything like that at Persimmon Hill?

A. We did.

Q. So you told him essentially before he ever made a
statement --

A. What we were investigating. Yes, sir.

Q. And you told him where the alleged break-in was?

AL Yes, sir. |
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Q. And even after doing all of that he said that he waé
there and he was fishing, right? : ‘ Y

A. He admitted to being at the golf course before we |
went into what had actually happened. ?

Q. How do you know when he says what -- You're
there for an hour. You don't have it recorded, do you?

A. No, sir. It's not recorded.

Q. And you don't havé a written statement from him?

A. No,'sif.

Q. = And did hé say neér Persimmon Hill or did he say at
the golf course?

A. He said hé was at the golf course fishing.

Q. All right. And did he say which pond he was in?

A, He did‘nbt. He also didn't tell me where his
fishing tackle was.

Q. . Which room is this at the Edgefield Detention
Center? |

A. I think itfs the squad room.

Q. Did you .check to see if they had this thing Videé
recorded?

A. No, sir.

Q. Well, most police officers - police locations have

video camera and recording equipment, don't they?
A. I have been to a lot that does not.

Q. All right. Wouldn't it be important if you had

STATE OF S.C. VS. ABIN LEE LOWMAN CN# 2018-GS-41-00116 THRU 00123
JUNE 18TH THRU 22ND, 2018 - STEVEN E. LeBLANC, R.P.R.



10
11
12
13
14

15
.16

17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

995

WILLIAM RUSSELL PADGETT - CROSS BY MR. WILLIAMS

995

actually gotten the recording showing what actually transpiréd

there?

A.

Q.

That's --
You didn't record it?
4Nb, sir. I did not record it.
MR, WILLIAMS: That's all the questions I have.
MR. HUBBARD: No further questions.
THE COURT: You éan step. down.
MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, we have a stipulation.

It's just a question of how we're gonna put it on the

record.

(Side bar off the record.)

THE

COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, there's some

question of fact that y'all will not get the answer to

~ because they're in dispute, but then when the parties

agree, it's called stipulating. We agree to these facts,

okay?

The Prosecutors and Mr. Williams and Lowman have

agreed to tell you that this fact is an agreed upon fact.

Mr.

burglary.

Abin Lee Lowman has two prior convictions for

He was convicted in Edgefield County of

burglary on March 17th of 1998 and on March 20th of the

year 2000. So he has two prior burglary convictions.

\

That's the stipulation and it's in the record.

MR.

HUBBARD: Thank you, Your Honor. I would like

to offer that into evidence. That's marked as the next
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exhibit 115.

THE COURT: That's Sﬁate‘s Exhibit 115 admitted.

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, at this time the State
rests.

THE COURT: All right. Now, I need to put some
other things on the record. Y'all step in the)jury.room
and have a break. 1I'll have you>back in here shortly and
let you now what we'vé gof left to do.

(Whereupon, the jury entered the jury room at 12:05

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Williams.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Your Honor. Your Honor, motions
made at the end of the State's case, Your Honor, we would
move to dismiss the indictments for which my client has
been charged with on the basis that the evidence as a
whole is insufficient as a matter of law for the jury to
return é verdict of guilty on the indictments that he
has. We would conclude that even though there would be a
changing standard based on if it's just the closing of
the State's case or the close of the defendant's‘casé
because I would tell the Court at this time that the
defendant does not anticipate testifying or putting forth
any evidence in his case in chief.

THE COURT: Okay. And so I'm going take it first,

the close of the State's case. The State has presented
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sufficient facts to present questions of fact for the

jury to consider on all indi;tments, burglary first, two

counts of kidnapping, armed robbery, and conspiracy.
\fhose are the five?

MR. HUBBARD: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: That will go to the jury. "Now, Mr.
Williams, if you're telling me the defendant intends to
put up nothing, then likewise you've renewed your motion
andlI‘ve ruled consistently with my ruling at the close
of the State's case so we're clear on both.

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. WILLIAMS: Doces the'Cogrt want to inquire of my
client?

THE COURT: Sure. You're not putting anything up?

MR. WILLIAMS: No.

THE COURT: Okay. Let me talk to you, Mr. Lowman,
real quick. Madam Clerk, will you place him under oath.

Thereupon,
ABIN LEE LOWMAN
after having been first duly sworn, testi%ied as follows,

THE COURT: Mr. Lowman, a couple questions for you. e
You're under oath. You have been sitting through the
entire trial. I have observed you’throughoﬁt thé entire

trial. You have a right to present evidence, if you
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1 like, and you have a right to testify, if you like. You
2 have a right to remain silent if you so choose. These
3 rights I'm explaining to you are yours. Mr. Williams is
4 your attorney. He can give you advice. He cannot tell
5 you how to exercise your rights. Do you understand that?
6 MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir. |
7 THE COURT: ‘Now, have you had an bpportunity to
8 . . discuss putting evidence in the trial or not with
9 Mr. Williams?
10 ' MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
11 ' , | THE COURT: You have understood your conversations
12 with Him? |
13 . MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
14 THE COURT: And you've been considering this
15 . decision not just this morning but over the last several
16 days?
17 ' MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
18 . THE COURT: bkay. So it{s not like a last minute \
19 decision for you. 1It's a decision you have been making
© 20 as you've been accﬁmﬁlating the State's case as they have
21 J presented it, having your thoughts, reviewing them with
22 Mr. Williams, getting his advice over the course of the
23 trial?
24 MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
25 ' THE COURT: Do you feel comfoftable with your
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decision?’
MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
. THE COURT: Now, you have a right to téstify. Same
right. But you dqn't want to testify? |

MR. LOWMAN: No, sir.

THE COURT: You’undefstand that if you don't
testify, tHe last thing I'm going to instruct the jury is
that they are not to discusé your exercising any Of your
rights not to present testimony, not to present facts.
Exercising your right to remain silent is not to be
discussed during deliberations. They have got to decide
the case based upon what was stated and presented. Do
you understand that?

MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you had an opportunity to discuss
that fact with Mr. Williams?

MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And are you comfortable exercising your
right to remain silent?

MR. LOWMAN: Yes, -sir,

THE COURT: Do you need any more time with him to
discuss any of these issues I have discussed with you?

MR. LOWMAN: No, sir.

THE COURT: All ;ight. Feel good today?

"MR. LOWMAN: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Not sick?

MR. LOWMAN: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. I think that's
sufficient. .

MR. HUBBARD: Your Honor, I would put on the record
just so he knows and Your Honor knows his prior record

because I know that would also factor into his decision.

"He's got a 2012 weapons charge witthhe Federal

Government. He's on probatibn right now with that. 1In

1997 he had a breaking into auto. 1998 oﬁe of the

‘burglaries Your Honor mentioned which we have as a

violent burg second. He has a grand larceny from 1998.
Hé has giving false information in 1999. The other
burglary Your Honor méhtioned from 2000 which is a burg
second non violent. Then in 2004 he's got a distributioﬁ
of marijuana within proximity of a school. 2009 he-has a
distribution of crack cocaine within proxipity of a
school. 1In 2010 he has assault and battery of a high aﬁd
aggravated hature.- If he were to take the stand, we
would ask to impeach him on all of those. |

THE COURT: Okay. ' Mr. Williams, you have discussed
his prior record with your client and how the State éould
utilize that to his detriment?

.MR. WILLIAMS: I have. He's well aware of his prior

record and how it would, particularly in sentencing, how
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