STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

Larry E. Hendricks, 254256
' Plaintiff,

VS.

Douglas S. Strickler,
Defendant.
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This is a declaratory judgment action seeking a declaration that the Defendantﬁ)ougfas

S. Strickler (Strickler) must produce certain documents under the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA). Strickler has made a Motion to Dismiss under Rule 12(b)(6) SCRCP. Based on the

following findings of fact and conclusions of law, this Court GRANTS Strickler’s Motion to

Dismiss.
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)IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
) "

) Case No.: 2010-CP-40-6943

'ORDER
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. FINDINGS OF FACT

The Plaintiff, Larry E. Hendricks (Hendricks), who i)rocceds pIO se, is an inmate in the

custody of the South Carolina Department of Corrections. Strickler represented Hendricks years

ago as a Richland County Public Defender.

Hendricks requested copies of his case files from the Richland County Public Defender’s

Office. The Richland County Public Defender’s Office sent Hendricks copies of the entire case

files with the exception of Strickler’s attorney’s notes.

Hendricks seeks to compel production of Strickler’s attorney’s notes under the FOIA.

Strickler contends that FOIA does not compel him to produce his attorney’s notes.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The FOIA does not compel Strickler to produce his attorney’s notes because Strickler is an

individual. The FOIA requires public bodies to disclose certain of their records on proper

2
o
=
—

374

>
z
o)
o
o
c
=
-
~<

SCANNED



’

requests from citizens. S.C. Code §§ 30-4-10 et seq. I;’OIA’S definition of public body makes
clear that it does not include individuals. S.C. Code § 30-4-20(a). Strickler has no obligations
under FOIA as an individual, so Hendricks’ FOIA claim against Strickler fails as a matter of
law.

Strickler’s attorney’s notes are also exempt from disclosure under the FOIA. S.C. Code §
30-4-40(7) specifically exempts “work products of legal counsel for a public body” from
disclosure under.the. FOIA Since the file materials withheld from Hendricks are attorney work
product, Hendricks’ FOIA claifn seeking those materials fails as a matter of law.

WHEREFORE, this Court GRANTS Strickler’s Motion to Dismiss and ORDERS that
Hendricks’ Complaint is dismissed with prejudice.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED!

L. Casey Manfiing '

/ Z " Circuit Court{Judde
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