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3the‘jnry?

Honor.:

(The following proceedings were had

eJuly 24, 2017, 2:14 p.m., Berkeley County General

Sessions Court, in re: State v. Williams.)

(PLF. EXH. 1 - 42,, were premarked for

identification;)

THE COURT: . Anything before we bring in
MR: CANNON: Nothing at this time, Your

- THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.

'MR. SMALDONE: Nothing at this time,

" 'Your Honor.

THE COURT:.'Allcright,_[So.strikes are

- five and five. Was there any --

. MR. CANNON:_ I Jbelieve 1t s flve and -
ten;i h : | . \ :r
A ~ THE COURT: “I mean,-SOrry{_ten and<
five " And any objectlon to the proposed voir dire
by the defendant° “ | -

. MR.- CANNON Just the concerns we had

I think, in the status conference, which we cleared

~up and we' reAgood.

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon, the offer was
rejected on the record; 1is that right? o

: MR.‘CANNON: In front of you, Your
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THE COURT:  Mr. Smaldone, anytﬁing?
Nothing further? ‘Ready to go forward?
» ' MR. SMALDONE: The defendant is ready
to pick a Jjury.
THE COURT: Any challenges to the
indictment being read'to the jury?
v MR. CANNON: No éhallenge.

THE COURT: Does your client waive

formal arraignment?

MR. SMALDONE: We'll waive that.

MR. CANNON: Your Honor, just for

scheduling purposes, we're going to hopefully get
‘started by 2:30. I would assume it will take
30 minutes, -at the most, to pick our jury, and then

I would assume you would go with the next two

juries.’
What's our expectation about today? We

have witnesses ready to go. I wanted to know so I

-could kind of coordinate.that so we're not sitting

around waiting.'
THE COURT: It's the nature of this
business.

MR. CANNON: I understand; hurry up and

wait.
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VOIR DIRE

THE COURT: I-would=blan on doing your
opening and at least one witness today.

MR. SMALDONE: There is one scheduling
matter I wanted to run by Your Honor, just because

I'm 90 percent sure of the Rule. I'm scheduled as

"a witness in a PCR hearing tomorrow morning. I

know if I was»the~laWyer¢ I WOuld be good under
6b1. ‘I assume as a'witﬁesS~I Qould be”too] but I
wgnted to.bring it to-Your Hoﬂoris attentibn'and
let -you know-that,"_‘ |
THE COURT: In~Charleston?
MR, SMALDONE: - Sumter. h
'~ THE COURT: Who:is-yourvjudge? .
-~ MR. SMALDGNE: Juage Cfaig~Brown.“

THE COURT: We'll send a. note to his:

“law clerk. You can arrive when. we're done with *

.'9oul

'MR. SMALDONE: That's perfect.
(Jury panel in, 2:22 p;m}) |
‘ THE‘COURT: Any jurbrs that feei:you
need a little moré élbow room, please come have é
seat in the jufy boX._ It;s not'a:permanent seat
assignment.
'thank you,. sir. - Everybody wanted you

to do it and nobody was brave enough to do it, so
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VOIR DIRE

thank you.
Is that everybody, Marvin?
MR. GONZALEZ: That's everybody.
THE COURT: We have 44. |
MR. GONZALEZ: 45.
THE COURT: Okay. All right. Ladies

and gentlemen, I'm Judge Kristi Harrington. I am

~your resident circuit judge for the Ninth Circuit.

My.office‘is‘just right.next door. I have the

' pleasure this week of presiding over a term of

general sessions, otherwise known as criminal
court.

So I did not have the pleasure.of

-qualifying you, but I‘do have the ‘pleasure -- I am

" now going to select a jury to-try a particular

case.

Ladies ahd gentlemen, I undérsténd some
of you Were'protected for Wednesday. Is there any
member of the jury panel who, for whatever reason,
can't continue the trial of this case throughout
this week? If so, please stand.

Thank you. There are none.

Ladies and gentlemen, please remember
thatvyou are still under oath to give me your

complete and truthful responses.



s W N e

oy o

10

11
12 -
i3_'
14
;15g2.
e
a7
g
t.léjj'
20

21
22

23 .

24

25

stand.

11
VOIR DIRE

Mr. Smaldone, if you- would please
stand, introduce yourseif and yeur‘client.

MR. SMALDONE: All right. ' Good
afternoon;k My name is Grant Smaldone; I'm.an
attorney. ‘My office is loeated in.West Ashley.

| | . Stand up;‘Chrie; ‘Juet‘faee them ‘and |
Ifll‘introducelyoa; | T |

This. is my client. His name is

-Chrlstopher Wllllams

THE COURT: Thahk»you

Is there any member of the jury panel

related by blood, marrlage, close personal frlends,-'

Cever have any buSlness, personal or.professlonal

deallngs w1th Mr Chrls Wllllams? ;Ifﬁso}'blease'

:ThankfyOu..fThere»are*honeﬂ‘

Is thére any member of theﬂjury panel

“related'by blopd,‘marriage; close” personal frlend

ever have any business, personal or profe551onal

dealings; or ever been represented by Mr.- Smaldone?‘

If so,.please'stand;
Thank you. There are none.

 Mr. Cahnen,‘if.you would;please stand,

‘introduce yourself, your co—ceuhsel,fand tell us a

little bit about your office.-

11
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VOIR DIRE

~"MR. CANNON: My name is Chip Cannon.
I'm an assistant solicitor here in Berkeley County
working under the elected official Scarlett Wilson,

who is the Solicitor, that covers Charleston and

Berkeley. I prosecute cases here in Berkeley

County.v‘There is an office in Charleston.
Assisting me on this case will be

Kamila Sas. She's also,an assistant solicitor in

our.office._'From time tostime, you may see Denita

Brown,'she's‘not in hére currently, but she may be-

. in here. She helps us.- w1th the computer, she is-

from our offlce ‘as well
THE COURT Thank you

Is there any member of the jury panel.

.related by. blood marrlage, close personal frlend

ever have any busrness, personal, or professional

fdealingS'or'ever been represented by Mr. Cannon or

Ms. Sas? If so, please stand.
_Yes, sir, your juror number.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: . 119, Brian Johnson, -
Your Honor. I have cases against Berkeley County.
THE COURT: All right. So,.
Mr. Johnson, the question to you, is there'anything
about that that would affect your ability to be

fair and impartial in this case?
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VOIR DIRE

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No, there is not.

THE COURT: You will be able to listen

to the facts from the witness stand, apply the law

~as I give it, and render a verdict based only upon

those things? .
| PROSPECTIVE JURQR:' Absolutely.
THE COURT: And your juror number is?
'jPRdSPECTIVE JUROR: 119.
" THE COURT: Thank you.
Is there aﬁyone eise?
__Thank you. There are none.
Is there any member of the jury panel'
evér been_employed'by, a member:of yOﬁr family‘been

employed by ‘the Ninth Circuit Solicitor's Office in

_‘any capacity? And, again, there 1is an office in

'Chgrlestonland‘Berkéley. If so, please sfand}'
.. .Thank-you.‘ Thefe are none. -
' PROSPECTIVE JUROR} Can I -- I don't
khdw_if*—— my daughter'just-weht to,fhe solicitor's
office -

THE COURT: TIf you would please stand

~and state your name.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My name is Marilyn

‘MiZZell, 149, and my daughter is Karen Clark. She

used to work- in the Clerk of Court with Miss Ollie

13
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VOIR DIRE

downstairs.
MR. CANNON: She works in our office,
Your Honor.

" THE COURT: What does she do there,

- Mr. Cannon®

MR. CANNON: She is newly added to our
office and does some case management system in our
office.

.THE COURT: And I would ask you an odd
question, how often do you.see youi daughter?
'VPROSPECTIVE JUROR: A good little bit.

THE COURT: Do you live together?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.

THE COURTﬁ If you were selected for

the jury, would it be -- will you be able to foilow

‘the Court's instruction and_not speak to your

daughter about this-case?

"PROSPECTIVE JUROR:‘*Yes, Your Hoporu

THE CQURT: Do you'know anything about
this case otherjthan --

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Just what I'Ve
heard today. |

THE COURT: Perfect. Tell me your
juror number.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 149.
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VOIR DIRE
THE COURT: Thank you.
Is there anyone else?
Thank you. There are none.

.Ladies and gentlemen, it's more

important for us to have more information than not

-enough;;.If you think you need to answef'the~

question, I want-you‘to.étand”Up‘and answer. the

, questlon The rules are pretty simple; stand>upiso

I can see you, and if you will state your juror

number and yoursnamehso that-the attorneyS'——

_they re goling to be taklng notes

Some of you are much more quallfled to i

serve and may be better suited to serve on -
different types of cases. So the attorneys are

taking notea.- And'this'is my ‘court reporter,  Ms.

Denise. She is taklng down everythlng that I say

vas well as everythlng that you say.

She is able to do what we call real .

'time and whathI'm saying is actually popping'up on

the screen. So she's.not<u§,here plaYing whatever

the current game is. She's actually working, and

I'm ‘able to look down and see it.
~So if I have you repeat something,.
please just repeat it, we didn't understand 1t

All right. Ladies and gentlemen, I'm

15 -

15
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VOIR DIRE

‘now going to read the indictments. The indictment

is simply the piece of paper that brings us to
court here today.

In the State of South,Caroliné, County
of Berkeley,-Court of General Sessions, docket
number 2016-GS-08-2106, the indictment for armed
robbery;.that on or about May 7th, 2016, in |
Berkeley County, South Carolina, the defendant,
Chris Nathaniel Wiiliams, by use of fofce, threatsr
or intimidation, andehile'arméd'with a'deédly

weapon or while alleging, either by action or

- words, he was armed while using a representation of
a deadly weapon. or any object which a person

. present during the commission of the robbery

reasonably believed to be a deadly weapon, did take

‘and carry away -monies from the persons or immediate

presence of Sho and Lili Lord with the intent to

: permanently_depriveAthe victims of poSSessidn

thereof and/or defendant did conspire with others
to accomplish the.same..

| And this is in violation of Statute
16-11-33(a) of the South Carolina Code of Laws

(1976) as amended. Mr. Williams has pled not

guilty to that indictment.

The State further alleges in
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VOIR DIRE

2016-GS-08-2107, that in Berkeley County, South

Carolina, on or about May 7, 2016, the defendant,

' Chris Nathaniel Williams, did commit an unlawful

act of injury upon the victim, Sho Lord, and the
act oc;arred during the commission of a robbery,
kidnapping/ or theft, or the defendant offered brw
attempted toiinjhre thé victim with the presénti
abilityrto»do SO, aﬁd the act Waa'accomplished by

means likely to produce death or great bodily

Cinjury.

This is. in violation of Section

. 16-3-600(c) (1) of the South Carolina Code of.Laws

(1976)‘as‘aménded; Mr. Williams has pled not

guilty to this..indictment for assault and battery, -

‘7first-dégrée.

" The State further ‘alleges in-

'2016-GS-08-2108, that in Berkeley County, South
" Carolina, onior about May 7th, 2016,. the defendant,

'Chris}Nathaniel Williams(iuniawfully did seize,

éonfine; inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry
away the victim, Lili Lord, without authority of

law, all in violation of Section 16-3-91 of the

South Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended.

Mr. Williams had pled not guilty to

this indictment for kidnapping.

17
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VOIR DIRE

The State further alleges in
2016-GS-08-2109, that in Berkeley County, South_
Carolina, on or about May 7th, 2016, thévdefendant,
Chris Nathaniel Williams, unlawfully did seize,

confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry

~away the victim, Sho Lord, without authority of

law, all in Violation 6f Section 16-3-910, South"
Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended.
Mr. Williams has pled no£ guilty to
this indictment for'kidnappihg.' ‘ L
- The State further alleges_inv
2016-GS-08-2110, that in Berkeley COﬁnty, South'
Carolina, on or about May 7th; 2016, the'defendaﬁt,

Chris Nathaniel Williams, did physically display .a

~ knife during the commission of or attempted
commissionvof a violent crime, to wit: Armed

'robbery; in vialation of Section 16-23-490, Code of

Léws of South Carolina (1976) as amended.

Mr. Williams has pled not guilty to
this indictment for possession of a weapon during
the commission of a violent crime.

The State further alleges in

.2016-GS-08-2111, that on or about Juné 10, 2016, in

Berkeley County, South Carolina, the defendant,

Chris Nathaniel Williams, by use of fbrce, threats,
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or intimidation, and while armed w1th a deadly

weapon or while alleging, elther by actlons or

words, he was armed while using a representatlon of

d deadly weapon, or any objects which a person
present during the. commission of a robbery

reasonably belleved to be a deadly weapon, did

‘attempt to take away and carry goods and/or monies
- from the person<or immediate presence of Sho Lord,

vwithﬂthe~intent'to permanently deprive the victim

of poSSession‘thereof»‘and/or the defendant'

t'consplred w1th others to accompllsh the same; in

v1olatlon of Sectlon l16- ll 330(b) ofuthe South
Carollna Code 'of Laws (1976) as amended. o

‘er.~Willlams has pled not guilty»toh

this indiCtment for attempted.armed robbery;f

The State further alleges in

2016 GS 08 2112 that in Berkeley County, South

~‘_Ca-r-ollna,' from May-2016.untll June 10, 2016 the'i

defendant, Chris'Nathaniel Wllliams,‘did conspire,l

chmbine, confederate[.agree; or have tacit
‘understanding with'another'or“others forlthe,’

-purposes of acComplishing an unlawfullobject or ‘a

lawful‘object by unlawful means, in violation of
Section 16-17-410 Code of Laws of South Carolina =

(1976) as amended.

19

19
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Mr. Williams has pled not guilty to
this indictment for criminal conspiracy. .

The Sfate further alleges in
2016—GS—O8—2113, that in”Berkeléy County, South
Carolina, on or.about June 10, 2016, the defendant;

Chris Nathaniel Williams, did visibly display a

knife during the commission of, or attempted .

commission of a violént crime, to wit; Attempted
armed robbery in»violatioh of Section 16-23-490,
Code of Laws (1976) as_amended,':n~. .
| Mr. Williams has pled*not guilty tél
this indictmeﬁt‘for possession éf a-Weapon‘duringf
the commiséioh of violent_crime, |
Is there any‘member:of the jufy‘panel
that knows'anything about this'éasé‘other than what
I have just read to you? If 50, please stand.
| Thank you.. There are nohef
Ladies and gehtlémen»l'm now going to
read a list of potential witnesses. These |
witnesses may be galled to testify in this case.
If you are related by blood, marriage; close
personal friend, know these individuals in any way,
please stand as:I call their names. Sho Lord; Lili
LQrd; Tiffany Ravenell; Private First Class Nick -

Smith with the Goose Creek Police Department;
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- Private First Class Greg Jones with the Goose Creek

Police Department; Private First Class Shawn
Wegner, Goose Creek Police Department --

'Yes, sir.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I used to work --

THE COURT: - I need your number. and

. name.

" PROSPECTIVE JUROR: -Robert Taylor, 202.

I used to work at Goose Creek Police Départment,

‘with Shawn Wegner.

THE COURT: What did you- do at ‘Goose
Creek Police Department? . '

PROSPECTIVE JURGR: I was a police

: officer,  . ‘ A
| 'THE-COURT: Ahd how long has it been
'since“yéu have.worked_with Offiéér - which dnéﬁ‘
| 'PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Wegner. About 13
years. | . |

21

THE COURT: wailong have you-been out - .~

of the Goose Creek Police Department?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR:. Same amount of

~time.

THE COURT: Is there anything.about
your relationship with Goose Creek Police:

Department and Office Wegner, in particular, that
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would affect your ability to be fair and impartial
in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, I would say
so. I would lean more towards believing Wegner.

THE COURT:  And .based upon that
response, I will ﬁrotect you from the trial of this
éase. I need you to stay right there.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Thank you, ma'am.

THE COURT: . Do not -answer any further

- questions.

Anyone else know anyone on the list
that I juét called?l Thénk-yéu."We will continue;
| | Sergeant Robert.Vazquez,;Goose Creekx‘
Police Department; Private First Class Scott

Hydrick, Goose Creek Police Department;

"InVestigator'Justin Hart, Goose Creek Police

Department; Crime Scene Investigator Sandy Favero,
Goose Creek Police,Depértment; Wendy Myers, Goose
Creek Police Department;»Invesfigator Nicholas
Powell, Goose Creek Police.Depértment; Allison
Gibson, Goose Creek Police Department as a crime

analys%; Private First Class Christopher McElman,

Goose Creek Police Department; Private First Class

Alex Erickson, Goose Creek Police Department;

Investigator Paul Tremblay, Goose Creek Police
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Department; Private First Class David Mitchum,

Goose Creek Police Department; Sean McWilliams,

formerly.of Goose Creek Police Department; Jeremy

Sandahl; Amy Fox.

.Anyonefrelated'by blood, marriage;:

.'fcloee personal friend; ever have any busineSs,-
Aperédnai;‘prbfesSionalﬁdealingsQWith any of theée:;'

‘individUals? ~Pleaée stand.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Juror 64, Mary

AEVans[.I did stand earlier.. LiliiLord‘was a

previous'eustdmertof mine when I worked at'stete

Farm.. _- | |

N THE CQURT;!.She>was e-preﬁious‘f

customer? L | |
| PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes.

‘_THE'COURT; Do~you;know»anything:about

. PROSPECTIVE' JUROR: " No.

'r:THE COURT&',And'she recelved her

-insurance through you?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, she did. She

‘had a bunch of rental property through us.

THE COURT: When was the last time that

- you had contact with her?

PROSPECTIVE 'JUROR: I left State Farm -

23

23
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in March, so ---
THE COUﬁT: March of this year?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: -—- probably six
months ago. 4

THE COURT: 1Is there anything about

.YOur relationship with Mrs. Lord that would affect .

ﬂyour‘ability to be fair and impartial in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.

THE, COURT: Tell me youffjuror number.

 PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 64, Mary Evans.

THE COURT: .Thank you. :Is there anyone
else? | |

Thank you. 'There ére ﬁone.

Ladiés aﬁd géntiemen,,is there any
member of the jury panel that has ever been
employed with Goose Creek Poiice Department in any
capacity, or a member of your imﬁediate family? If
so, please stand. |

Thank you. There are none;'

Is theré any member of the jury panel
that has ever been a witness in a criminai case |
before? If so, please stand.

Thank you. There are none.

Is there ény member of the jury panel,

you, a relative, or a close personal friend, that
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you were employed with some form of law
enforcément? If so, piease stand.
Yes, juror number and name.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: = James Breaux, juror

‘number_18. My son is with the -- I think 1it's

DorcheéterlCounty Detention Center, Al Cannon.

'THE COURT:. I'm sorry, say that one.

more time. -

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Al Cannon Detention
Center.-

THE COURT: All right. That would be

Charleston County.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Charleston cOuﬁty. .

 THE COURT: Is there anything about

~that that wduld affect your ability to be fair and

“dimpartial in this case?

':'PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: And your jurbr-number, sir?

»PRdSPECTIVE'JUROR: 18.
" THE COURT: AYes,.ma'am.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Laura Crofﬁ, 43.
My husband is a police'Officér for the State Port.
Authority. | |
| A THE COURT: Is there anything about

that that would affect,Your ability to be fair and

25
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impartial in this case?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.
THE COURT: -Juror number?
'PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 43.
THE COURT: You may have a seat.-
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Juror 1, Austen
Adcock. My grandpa was a guard at Liebef Prison.
THE COURT: And is he still a guard at
Lieber? |
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No, he's retired.
THE COURT: ‘Is there anything»about
that that would affeqt your ability to be;fair and
impartial in this case?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: -No. |
THE.COURT: Thank you, juror number l."
Mr. Johnson? i |

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 119, I was .a former

‘prosecutor at the Attorney General's Office.

THE COURT: Anything about that that
would affect your ability to be fair and impartial .
in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: ‘Nothing.

THE COURT: Thank you.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Number 71, Amy

Fletcher. I work for the Charleston County 911
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Dispatch Center.

THE COURT: Do you ever have any

" occasion to work with Goose Creek Police Department

in your Capacity as a dispatcher? )
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I do accoﬁntiﬁg'
so ——:but; no, we don't wo;k_with»Goose Creek. :
| THE COURT: Ahything about that‘that..
would affect your abilityrto be. fair and impartial
iﬁ this case? '
| PROSPECTIVE. JUROR: No.

THE COURT: And tell'me your juror

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 71.
- THE COURT:. Thank you.:
 Yes, sir. . |

PROSPECTIVE JUROR:- I'm juror number

118, and myadaughter¥ih—law is an attorney with the-

‘Secret Service, Washington, DC. -

. THE COURT: Anything about that that -

';would affect your ability*td'be fair.and impartial‘f 

in this case? -
PROSPECTIVE'JﬁROR: Noﬂ )
E _THE COURT: And your juror numbef. o
PROSPECTIVE jUROR: 118.

" THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

27
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR: My name is»Rebecca
Taylor, my juror number is 201. My uncle is a |
police officer in Hampton County.
| THE COURT: Anything about that that
’wéuld affect your ability to be fair and impartial
in this case?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.
THE COURT: And your juror number?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 201.
THE.COURT:Qers, ma'am.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Colleen Gray, 86.
'My brother is NYPD. | -
| THE COURT: ‘Same question for you;

anything about that that would affect your ability

" to be fair and impartial in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No, ma'am.
THE COURT: And your jurbr,numbér?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 86.

. THE COURT: Anyone else?
Thank you. There are none.

Is there any member of the jury panel

- that's had any formal or even some informal legal

. training, such as attending law school, any college

level business course,. a paralegal training, law

enforcement training, or any legal training in the
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coursé7of-your employment? If so, please stand.
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm Laura Croft,

juror number 43. I'm a paralegal at Rosen, Rosen,

Hagood downtown. |

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: ,Brady_Miller}rjuror

number 144; business law class.

' THE COURT: 'In college? .
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yés, ma 'am.
THE COURT: HowAdid you do?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I made an A.
THE COURT: JUror‘numEer?'
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 144.

THE CQURTi' Thank'youé
 Yes, sir.

PROSPECTIVE“JUROR;' RoY'Jenrich, juror

‘number 118. Besidés.busihess law in college, I
- also worked in risk management, which I had —-

attorneys‘reported to me-ih support of my business |

operations. |

‘THE COURT: Juror number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 118.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 132, Anna
Marquardt. I'm a political science major, I'm on
mock trial, I used to work for Elizabeth --

(inaudible.)

29
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THE COURT: Your juror number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 132.

THE COURT: Mr. Johnson.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Juror 119.‘ I've
been practicing law for 17 years, and I also teach
legal classes at Southern Wesleyan. '

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I'm not sure this
counts. Juror number 182, Kimberly Sandersonf I
used to work for the District Attorney's Office and
I used to work for the Department of Staté,,So I
have training with fraud and case management and
creating cases for court.

THE COURT: Okay. And your juror
number? .

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 182.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Juror 61, Eieanora
Ellington. I have expérience in school law:

THE COURT: In school law?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: School law.

THE COURT: Tell me about that.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Leadership
administration.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Is there any member of the jury panel,
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or member of your immediate family, you donate

‘money to or receive any assistance from a community
" law enforcement or victim's advocacy group, such as

‘Mother'"s Against'Drunk Driving, South Carolina.Law

Enforcement Officeffs Association, Alcoholics

Anonymous, State Officerf.Victim’s‘Assistancé?"

~ Anything.of that nature?. Ifnsd; please stand;

3Mr.Jdmxm.

'+ PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 119. My law firm

‘donates tofSéquétt'Wilsbn.j

THE COURT:-'Aﬁything about'that‘thatj

‘would affect your ability to be fair and impartial

in this case? |
_ PROSPECTIVE JUROR:. None.

THE COURT: ~Okay. - Mr. ‘Johnson, is that

“during’the election season?

PRQSPECTIVE.JUROR:f-It,is; N
“THE COURT: - Thank .you. ' Is thérejanyone~
else? ' | B : | | |
- Thank yoh;* There‘are»nohé;

_Ladies and gentlemen, I have sOme'

personal questiOns that I-need'You to .come forward,

and this courtroom is‘very'awkwardiy constructed,”

so I'm just going to have you come forward and

standbpretty much where Miss -Ollie is standing to
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answer the question for me.

| So if you -- I have two questions, soO
please listen very carefully. If you or a member
of your immediéte family have ever been the victim
of criminal conduct, or you_havé been the victim of
an érmed rbbbery, I need ——'specifically,vI will
need you tolcomeAforwardL o |

My final quéstion‘tO»you:'vIs there

anything about’this casé that you‘havéAheard either

through the indictments or my questions to you that

'7you_feelvyou'wbuld be unable to listen to the facts

from the witness stand, apply the law as I give it,

and render a verdict baéed'only updn‘those things

free from any personal, political, religious, or

~moral beliefs?

- If you need to address any' of those

issues, the previous questions, or you just need to .

‘ask me a question about the remainder of your jury

service, if you'will pleasé -- is there anybody

- here in this row that needs to answer those

questions?
If you're guessing, I need ybu to come
forward. Okay. |
- And your juror number?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 82.
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THE COURT: 82.
THE COURT REPORTER: ' I can't -- I need

to”get -
'THE COURT: You'll just have to do the
best you can.

(Rench conference )

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: ~ Somebody broke into

our’ home and stole some computers This was in

‘Kansas, and we walked in on them and they ran. And

so I don't‘know‘if.that counts for anything.
'THE COURT: ' Did you go to court?

'PROSPECTIVE JUROR: :We didn't go to

_court. The police officers caUght them and theynt

'caught them w1th the | computers And‘it was, liker

stuff from our house on them, but they dec1ded not

14to prosecute because they didn't feel there was

enough evidence.

THE COURT Is there anythlng about

‘that experlence that would affect your ablllty to

‘be fair and impartial in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I don't think so.
THE COURT: Okay. And so I just need a

yes or no. Can you be a fair and_impartial juror

‘in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, T can be fair

33
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1 and impartial.
2 THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.
3 (Open court.)
4 THE COURT: Is- there anyone else on
5 this row? |
6 Your- juror number.
7 .~ PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 149.
8 | - (Benchwconference.)
‘9 o PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I've had two
10 break-ins myself in my QWn home when I was at work.

li First time I didn't have the alarm system and they -
12 came in and stole.a lot of my jewelry and a laptop.

137 I don't have a,whole'lot of electronic stuff, but

14 it‘was an invasion, you know. And so that was in
15" 2012.- |
16 . \ And then again this past May of 2017,

17 - there was noquy hqme.}.They took fingerprints, but.

18 they'couldn't find anything. And so -- cost me a ;'

19  lot to have to secure -- (inaudible) .-

20 " THE COURT: Is there anything about
21 that eXperience that would affect your ability to
22 be fair and impartial in this case?

23 PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I think it would.
24 I think I would have a problem with that.

25 : (Open court.)
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THE COURT: All right. Juror 149 is.

excused from the trial of this case.

Mr. Cannon; and, Mr. Smaldone, you may

“approach.
| (Bench conference out of the hearing’of

'.thegcourt reporter.y SR

(Open court )

THE COURT Front row _
PROSPECTIVE JUROR .. Juror 78.
THE»COURT. Juror '78.  Thank you.
»(Bencn conferencer) | '

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: - I'm a victim of a

ViolenteorimefteWhen I was 17, my stepfather tried

to murder: (inaudible) and myselff‘andﬁhe Was

conv1cted of attempted murder
THE COURT Was that in Berkeley°

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No.  I'm from

;Indiana.

THE COURT: - Is' there: anything about

thatieXperience that wOqu'affect your ability to

'be fair and 1mpart1al in. thlS case°'

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Absolutely

THE COURT: And s0. you thlnk that you'

‘would not be --

 PROSPECTIVE: JUROR:  Able to be -

35
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impartial.
THE COURT: Thank you. I'm going to
protedf you from the trial of this case. |
| (Open court.) ,
THE COURT: Thank you. 78 is excused
from the trial of fhis-cése, |
Second row. Is there anybody'on the
secénd'roW? Miss Teresa is 'going to helé you out.
|  Thank you. ‘How about the third row?
PROSPECTIVE JUROR:. 130.
THE COURT: Juror 130.
KBench-conférence.)
PROS?ECTIVE JUROR:- (Inéudibie) -
judgménp from anyone. | |
| THE.COURT%v What,you'fe doing is.
listénihgﬁto.the facté (inéudiblé) and as I give
them to you. . So‘you're able to take the

(ihaudible) and answer those questions. = So it's

- the same concept --

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: And if there is
going to'Be a.cohflict between,my'Bible and --

(Inaudible.)

(Opeh court.)

THE COURT: All right. 130 will

remain. -Thank you.
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Mr. Smaldone, Mr. Cannon.
(Bench conference out of the hearing of
the court reporter.)»
(Open. court.) "

THE COURT: All right. Next row, Ms.

"Teresa®?

. And the final row.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR:- -Juror 121.
4THE COURT: Thank you.

(Bench cdﬁference.)

.PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I was robbed. ' My

;hoUse was robbed, so I'm just not the type.of
person to be (inaudible) charged with it or not.
~ THE COURT: So would that apply to all

.charges .or just --

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Just the ones

THE COURT: All right.:

(Openvcoﬁrt.)

TEE COURT:. 121 'is éxcused from the
tfial~of this caée; Go aﬁead'and have a seét.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Juror 97.

THE COURT: Juror 97.

(Bench.conference.)

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: A guy tried to

37
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break in and I was at home by myself here in
Berkéley. And they tried to break in on me and I
called 911. And the whole time the dispatcher was
on the phone with me, but he‘was trying to breék in
and -- and just -- I don't know.

THE COURT: And so do you feel that
that would affect your ability to be fair and
impartial in this case?

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: No, it wouldn't do
that, but I waé -

THE COURT: ‘Could you listen to the .
facts as the witnesses present them from the
witness stand and the law as I gave it to you?

| PROSPECTIVE JUROR: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Okay. So some jurors are
better suited for a particular case than other
cases. Now is your chance to tell me if you wéuldv
be better suited for another case. Once I seat
you, you can't gét unéeated.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 1 don't want to be
in here today. I just don't want to be in here for
this one.

THE COURT: I will protect you from the
trial of this case. Do you think you could sit dn

a different type of case or --
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PROSPECTIVE JUROR: I don't know. I

" would try.

(Open court.) ) o
THE COURT: . Thank you. ~Stay with us.
Have a seat. | ‘ J
| Ye's, ﬁa'aﬁ;_ _ B
PROSPECTIVE JUROR: - Juror 182;
THE COURT: .Juror 182. T

(Bench conference.)

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: ‘I have a couple of

was kidnapped with a knife. -

THE COURT: Okay. Was that here in

';Bérkeleygbounty?

 PROSPECTIVE JUROR: It was in

  California.' And I know that I wouild favor.the

victim and the prosecutor. .

THE COURT: Okay. ~And do you feel that

~would be in all instances?

PROSPECTIVE JURCR: = Pretty much.

(Open court.)

THE COURT: Juror 182 is excused"frqu

the trial of this case. You cdn go back to your
sedt. Thank you.

PROSPECTIVE JUROR: 'Thank you.

39
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THE COURT: 1Is there anyone else? Now
to tell me. Thank you.
Mr. Cannon, and, Mr. Smaldone, any

Any additional questions challenges
MR. CANNON: We would challenge juror

THE COURT: We discussed her.'

ﬁR. CANNON: Juror 130. We would

~challenge that one if she told you she has a

conflict with anything.

THE COURT: She said she could be fair

and impartial.

Mr. Smaldone, anything further at this
MR. SMALDONE: Nothing further at this

THE COURT: - No challenges for cause,

“Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: No challenge for cause.
THE COURT: All right. |
State ready?

MR. CANNON: .State'é ready.

THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: Defense is ready.
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THE COURT: So I .excused — who did I
excuse for the remainder? .So if I excused you from
this trial, please stand. If I excﬁsed you from
this trial, please stand.

(Standing.)

THE COURT: So if you will pleése go-

with Miss  Teresa —-- put them back in the jury panel
room -- and I just need you to remain in a group
together.

THE CLERK: Members of the jury panel,

as I calI your name, please come forth and bring

your personal belongings with you. If I say,

excuse the juror, please return to your original

'seating:in the audience. If I say, seat the juror,

please have a seat in the jury box and follow the

insﬁructions of the lady in the burgundy jacket.f
Jufor 122, Larry Khun. 4
What says the State?
MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: What says the defense?
MR. SMALDONE: 'Beg the Court's
indulgence? Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: Seat the juror.
Juror 61, Eleanora Ellington.

What says the State?

41
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MR. CANNON: Please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.
Juror 104, Johnathan Hendrix.

What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Beg the Court's
Please seat the juror.

THE CLERK: Seat the juror.

Juror 157, Crystal Nettles.

What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: What says the defense?
MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: Seat the juror.

Juror 189, Geoffrey Sklar.

What says the State?
MR. CANNON: - Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: May I inquire as to the

juror number?

THE CLERK: 189.
MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: Seat the juror.

Juror 179, Sandra Royals.
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What says the State? .

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

" THE CLERK: What says the defense?"

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.

THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.

Juror humber 39, Christopher Craven.

'fWhat"sayS the”State?'l
MR. CANNON: Seat the-juror.
'THE CLERK: What says the defense?

' MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: Seat the juror.

‘ Juror~nqmber”168, Jerry Qﬁick;

What says the State?

. MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

x: THE CLERK: What~says the_defénse? '
‘MR.‘SMALDONEf'-Seat ﬁhe~juror.<
vTHﬁ’CLERKQ* Seat the juror:

" Juror number 86, Colleen Gray.

What says the State?

, MR : CANNON: Seat the juror.

* THE CLERK:  What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.

"THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.

Juror number 64, Mary Evans.

What says the Staté?
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JURY SELECTION

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: What says the defense?
MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.

THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.

- Juror number 95, Sandra Hamby.

What says'the State?
MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

‘MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: .Seat the juror.
Juror number 98, Brandee Harris.
What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat 'the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.
THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.
Juror nUmber 132, Anna Marquérdt.
What says‘the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says»the defense?
MR. SMALDONE: - Seatvthe juror.'

THE CLERK: Seat the juror.

- Juror number 79, Eric Gehringer.

What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Excuse the juror.

44
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JURY SELECTION

THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.
Jﬁror'numbef 13, Rachel Bird.
What says the State? |

MR. CANNON: Excuse the juror.‘
THE CLERK: Excuse the jufor.

Juror 70, Steven Fish.

What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: . What Says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.

* THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.

Juror number 119, Brian Johnson.

‘'What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE:. Excuse the juror.

. THE CLERK: - Excuse the juror.

Jurdr'l65, Carey-Phillips.

What says the State?

' MR. CANNON: .Excuse the juror.
THEfCLERKﬁ Excuse the juror.

 Juror number 201 Rebecca Taylor.

What says the State?
MR. CANNON: . Seat the juror. .

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

45
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JURY SELECTION

MR. SMALDONE: Was that 2017

THE CLERK: Yes.

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.
THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.
Juror 118, Roy Jenrich.

What says the State?

MR. CANNON:‘ Please seat the juror.
THE CLERK:  What'says the defense?
MR.‘SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.
THE CLERKQV EXcuse the juror.
Juror 1, Austen Adcock.

What says the Staté?

THE COURT: State has four strikes,

defendant has eight..

THE CLERK: What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Excuse the juror.

THE CLERK: Excuse the juror.

Juror number 110, Alisha Howard.

. What says the State?

MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: Seat the juror.
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47
JURY SELECTION

Juror number 227, Evan Woods.
What says the State?
MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: Seat the jufbr;

‘THE CLERK: ° Seat: the ‘juror.

Juror 146, Annette Morris'Mims.

What says the State?

“MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

MR. SMALDONE: ' Seat the juror.

‘THE CLERK: Seat the juror. .-

What .says the State?.

MR. CANNON: Seat the jurori’ -

 THE:CLERK:-‘What Says.the defenSé?»fﬂ‘

‘. MR. SMALDONE: .Seat the. juror.

THE CLERK: “Seat the juror...

first altérhate; juror number;144;.

What says the State?’
MR.. CANNON: Seat the juror. -

THE CLERK: What says the defense?

~MR. SMALDONE: Seat the alternate.

THE CLERK: Seat the juror. -
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JURY SELECTION

Fof the next alternate; juror 71, Amy
Fletcher.
What says the State.
MR. CANNON: Seat the juror.
- THE- CLERK: What says the defense?
MR. SMALDONE: Seat the juror.
THE CLERK: Seat the juror.
' THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen; yoﬁ‘
have been selected as the jury to try this.case.

»IsAthere any member in the box that,

for whatever reason, you feel now you would be
'unable;to complete your serviéeuto this case? Now

is the time to tell me.

If you feel that you cannot serve as a
juror in.this case, please stand.

Thank you. All.14 jurors have

indicated. that they are able,tovcomplete their

service..

. .Any motions or matters pertaining to

MR. CANNON: Nonme to the jury
selection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.

MR. SMALDONE: None from‘the defendant.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we
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JURY SELECTION

are going to begin the trial of this case this
afternoon. So I'm going to allow you to make phone
calls; please make ﬁhe necessary arrangements.
We'll probably go until about 6:30.

'It's going to be a long evening, but we

'have‘é lot. to aécomplish and so we're going to go

" ‘ahead sd'we're_not here into the weekend.

So if you would pléase make the
arréngéﬁents."Please let the bailiffs know if you
need to utilize your phone.

| So please be excused.
:PieaSe kemain seated.
Please follow Miss Teresa.
.(Jury”out, 3:20 p.m.)
' THE COURT: Outside the presence of the

jury, any motions. or matters?

MR. CANNON: Just before we start our.

case being called, there are motions to be made.

THE COURT: Pertaining to the jury

MR. CANNON: No.

MR. SMALDONE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. All right. You
were not selected. I am picking another jury, so

if you will please go back to the-jury»room, and
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then we're going to bring you, back -- some of you
will come back in. See you in just a moment.
(Remaining jury panel out, 3:21 p.m.)

THE COURT: What motions are pending?

MR. CANNON: It's not a motion pending.

.I just want to bring it to the Court's attention,

in my opening I plaﬁ to use the blow-up that was
mentioned -in my trial brief. That was it.
THE COURT: = You have an objédtion?
MR. SMALDONE: May T. inquire what the
blow-up is?

MR. CANNON: It's just a map.

MR. SMALDONE: Right. No objection to

that.
| - THE COURT: No bbjection to the use of
the ﬁap? |
MR. SMALDONE: That's correct.
THE COURT: Thank you. |
(A recess franspired, 3:22 p.m.)
THE COURT: Anything from the State?
MR. CANNON: Nothing from the State,
Your Honor.
MR. SMALDONE: Nothing from the
defense.

THE COURT: All right.
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COURT'S OPENING
(Jury in, 4:29 p.m.l .
THE COURT: ¢« Thank you. Please be
seated. |
Ladies and gentlemen, you've beenl
selected as the jury to try this case.. We are y'
going to administer an oath to you at thls time;
‘Madame Clerk. |
| THE. JURY,.
being.first duly sworn,:testified as follows:
THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, I've
provided notepads; that means you may “take notes

throudhout the'progress“of thls.trialg - Remember,

" one  juror's' note is.no more correct or accurate.

than another juror's notes. ItPS'for you to. use as
you see flt You may have the notes w1th you when
you retlre to con51der your verdlct

Ms Rockel you 've been selected as the

.

'jury s foreperson, whlch srmply means you re the
fspokesperson So your responsrblllty is to act as
. the spokesperson You must always 51t in that seat

_ and there wlll.always be a balllff close to you, SO’

if, at anyjtimeg;you need any extra breaks or

anything like that, if you w1ll alert the bailiff

C we w1ll handle that matter.

If anyone needs an extra break or you

51
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COURT'S OPENING

can't hear or see something, please let your
foreperson know and she will let us know.

To my twd alternates, those are your
assigned seats. You may alternate with each other,
but the two of you must aiways‘be on the end seats
as well. |

You are also, Madame Foreperson,

. responsible for writing the verdict.in this case.

Madame Foreperson, I will give'you further
instructions when I instruct the entire jury on the
law applicable to this case.

Ladies and gentlemen, you may see some

‘evidence being adimitted:into evidence in this case.

You may not have the opportuﬁity to view that.

. Please do not be‘COnCefned about that;' We -- that

evidence that is admitted will go_baCk with you -

©into the jury room when you retire to consider.

A lot of times the attorneys may move

to have it admitted and not show it to you. Please

. don't be concerned about that.

I1f, at any time, you need any

‘additional- testimony when you're retired to

consider your verdict, we simply -- my -court
feporter will come back to the jury room and play

the audio to you or we will receive you back into
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COURT'S OPENING

the courtroom and play it back for you. Please

don't think you have to take down notes word for

word. It is more important, I think, for to you

pay attention as to what's going on, because

‘sometimes when you're taking notes, you may miss

what is happenlng before you.

What I now say is intended to serve as
an introduotion to the trial of this case. Please
remember these remarks are not a charge on the law

in this case. I will instruct you on the law

-applicable to the case at the end of the trial

before you retire to consider the verdict. I
simply want to take this opportunity to explain the
procedures that we were going to be following.

- The defendant is charged with eight

1nd1ctments flled in this court with the crlmes of

one count of ‘armed robbery, one count of assault

'and battery,‘flrst degree; two counts of

- kidnapping; two counts of possession of a weapon

during the commission of a violent crime; one count
of attempted armed robbery; and one count of
criminal conspiracy.

I will explain the elements of the

'charges at a later time. Please remember the

indictment is the charge by which the case is

53
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COURT'S OPENING

brought into court. It is not in any sense
evidence of the allegations that it contains.

The defendant has pled not guilty to
each indictment. The State has the burden of
proving each of the elements of each indictment
beyond a reasonable doubt. It is your duty, lédies

and gentlemen, to determine whether the State has

‘met its burden.

Your purpose as jurors is to find and
determine the facts. You are now the sole judges
of the facts. in this case. You may have noticed
when you came in, the parties involved in,'andrthe
members of the audience were standing. This isAout
of respect for your new position as judges of the
facts. So please comé in and take your seats
quickly, because everybody will remain étanding
until all of you are seéted.

If, at any time, I make any comment
regarding the facts of the case, you must disregard
it. You are to determine the facts from the
testimony you hear and other evidence that'is-'
introduced in court. It is up to you to determine
the inferences which you feel may be properly drawn
from the evidence.

It is important that you perform your»
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COURT'S OPENING

duty in determining the facts diligently and

conscientiously, because, ordinarily, there is no

way to correct an erroneous. determination of the

~ facts by a jury.

On the other hand, and with‘equal
emphasis, the same'law that makes you the judges of
the facts makes me the judge of -the law.v:The law
as given by this_court is the only law that you may

consider{ You must accept it'and follow it even

_though you may dlsagree w1th ait. I cannot tell you -~

: what I think the facts are, and you cannot dlsagree.

-

“with me about what the. law 15'or‘what-the law -

"should be.

' Your jObvis to»take'the'law aS‘I give'-

it to you, apply it to the facts as you find it

jfrom the testlmony of” the w1tnesses and any other

‘ ev1dence that is: 1ntroduced ~and after d01ng that

you w1ll render your verdlct ‘a verdict. under the

solemn oath that you just took

Until I adv1se you to begln the

'deliberations, you must not discuss the case with

anyone. That'includes your fellow jurors, your

friends@ familyumembers, or anyone else It

-includes face—to—face,conversatlons, but it also

~does include any electronic communicatlon. You_may
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COURT'S OPENING

not text about this case, blog about this case,
make any entry on any social media. Simply put,
you may not discuss the case with anyone in any
form until I tell you otherwise.

You must decide this case based solely
on the evidence presented here in the courtroom.
You may not conduct any independent research about

the case, eithervtogether or as a group. You may

‘not ‘do any Google search or anything of that nature

concerning the facts of the case,  the evidence
presented in the case, the people or the

organizations involved in this case. Simply put,

~do-not do any independent research. Everything you

~need to know about . the case will be presented to

you.-

Do, not go to the scene where the

‘alleged events are said to have,taken'place; and,

most'importantlyptdo~not read, watch any news -
accounts concerning this -case should there be any.
Ladies and gentlemen, if you become

aware of another juror's violation of the rules,

© you must tell me immedietely.

It is important that you keep an open

- mind and not decide any issue in the.case until all

of the evidence has been presented, -the parties
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COURT'S OPENING
p | ,
have made their closing arguments, and I have

instructed you on the law applicable to this-case.
It is your. solemn responsibility to determine the
guilt or innocence of theldefendant, and your

verdict must be based solely onfthe_evidence as it

is presented to you during this.trial, and on the
AlaW'as;I instruct you during trial and at the close

fo the trial before you retire to consider your

verdict..

. In just.a moment, the Solicitor is

going to make what's called an opening statement in-
‘which the Solicitor will explain to you the issues
in this case, or at least what the Solicitor

pbelieves the issues to be. .The attorney for.the

defendant ‘may also make an. opening statement

Lalthough he' s not required to do'so at this time

Please remember what the attorneys tell

'byou -in their opening statements as well as their

clOSing arguments is not eVidence.in this case.

' The evidence in this case will be presented to you

by the testimony of the sworn witnesses from the

~ witness stand, as‘weli as the exhibits that will be

introduced into evidence.

-From time to time, one of the attorneys

'may make an objection or ask to approach the bench
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COURT'S OPENING

If I have them approach the bench, please do not
try to overhear what we're saying. If I excuse you
from the courtroom for a short while, please do not
think I'm trying to hide anything from you.

The reason that I must do this is
sometimes it is necessary for me to make.a comment
on the facts in order to issue é ruling in the. law.
So I will excuse you so that, in no way, anything
that I say or do throughout the progress of tﬁe
trial indicates td you that I have any opinion
about the facts in this'éaseig The law does noﬁ
allow me to have an opinidﬁ about the facts in this
case. B

In détermining what the true facts are,

‘'you must decide whether or not the testimony you

‘hear is believable. It is my responsibility;to

rule as a matter of law whether'certain'testimony
is admissible. Once the testimony is admitted,
whether or not you believe it is sélely for you to
determine. |

In deciding whether to believe a

‘witness, you have the right to consider the

interest of a witness, the bias of a witness, the
prejudice of the witness, the opportunity for the

witness to have seen the matters and things about
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

which the witness testifies, as. well -as the.way'the

- witneéss acts on the witness stand. "You have a

right to consider anything*in‘the-record-that would
help. you evaluate the testimonyA That meanshitjs ‘

your duty to pay close attentlon -Please do not

let your thoughts wander SO at the end of the trlalrﬂ
S after I've 1nstructed you‘on ‘the law appllcable'to
this case, you w1ll be in a p051tlon to determlne
‘_what the facts are, apply the law to those facts

_and render a verdlct based only upon those thlngs

Please glve‘your strlct attentlon.:
- Mr. Cannon. ‘
MR. CANNON: - 'Afternoon, everyone .

Chrls Wllllams thought he was

untouchable Chrls Wllllams is greedy and trled to
»“take advantage of hard worklng people, but what

Chris Wllllams didn' t know was the. pollce were

watchlng'the entlre tlme- Now, you ve: heard a lot

of the 1nd1ctment readlng already, and thls~1s not g'

a one—day event.' This 1s a crlme ‘that took place

over the course of-flve\weeks that terrorlzed the

family of the Lords. Sam-and Lili Lord, sitting on

the second row, were terrorized for. five weeks by

Chris Williams.

Right -here (indicating) is a map of the
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

 Lord's neighborhood. That's going to be a big key

to this case. May 7, 2016, the Lords were in their

- convenience store on Remount Road. They left for
home, they pulled in to their driveway in the back
--of o ~ 1n Goose Creek, the

3<Hamlets.

‘Mr. Lord gets out of the vehicle, walks

around to therpassengerjside to pull out a bag when

. he's approached from behind with a man wielding a

knife at'Hisiéhest. " Lili scfeaming; féarful for

‘what's going‘on; uhabie to get out of the vehicle,

éVentually‘relinqhishes thé money bag she's
hoiding; Chris Williams runs into thexnight.

That"might be where the.st¢ry ends, but

it"s not where it ends. You see, a couple of weeks

léter)‘the police-had no léads.. They-didn‘t know
who to loQkAfér,_bdt what the Lordsvdid, fhey-set
up hémgjéurveillance td}give themselves some’peéce
of mind at their home, their sanctuary.
On‘June.an, looking at that AT&T

surveillance system, they see none other than Chris

Williams walking down the driveway of his house in
‘his neighbotrhood. Mr. Lord knew right then these

‘pebple didn't belong because he knows the people on

the street. What he did do is call the police.A He .
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. OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

called Goose Creek and said, I've got some
suspicious people, check it out.
' Goose Creek, doing their due diligence,

set up a surveillance system. And for the next

~week, for the most part, every day, they had two

_officeis hiding underneath the stairs of the

neXt;door-house. They ‘had people hiding in
unmarked‘cars down the_street.‘ We had officers
hiding ih a garage down_the street. They set hp
trail cams, pictures of stills of Chris Williams in
that neighhorhood casing the house.

And why is that important? Because |

Chris Williams doesn't live there. - Goose Creék Was

'able:tO'finally.figure out hewahe was getting there.

and were able to determine the vehlcle he was

‘ arr1v1ng 1n, o was the llcense plate,

reglstered to’ Tlffany Ravenell

You are g01ng to hear from the Lords

that they know Tlffany Ravenell because’ she shops

in the convenience store that they own.

Goose Creek startedftracking this.

‘Ultimately, they wefe’able to catch, on June 10th,

Tiffany Ravenell dropping off Chris Williams and a

third man -- a second man, third of the

.cohspirators;to rob the Lords.
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

On June 10th, Mr. Lord pulled into his
driveway and as he pulled into his driveway, Chris
Williams ran out from the backyard holding a Taser
and knife and a can of Mace ready to do it all
again.

What Chris Williams didn't know is the

police were right there watching this-unfold and

pounced on him. Under arrest in the backyard of

the Lords, ready to rob the man agaih.
While that's the facts of the case,
you're going to hear from several people. You will

hear from Tiffany Ravenell herself who drove Chris

‘Wiliiams there on May 7th, throughout the week of

early. June and‘June 10th. . You're going fo hear
from her tell you her side of the story and what
happened. |

Now;'before I go any fﬁrther_with that,

t

i want to give you a brief synopsis on the law in
this éase. There are a lot of charges here, but I
want to talk to you real quickly -about that. Those
are the charges that'you've already heard. I'm
going to give”you:a_littlé bit of a legal
background of what they are.

We're going to start with armed

robbery. A person who commits an armed robbery are
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

armed with a‘pistolf dirk, slingShot, metal -

!

‘knuckles, razor or deadly weapon. The taking or

seizing their money with a weapon is considered an -

armed robbery.
-Now;ylttold you -already this 1s a week

-- excuse me, a month of a conspiracy. This charge

: pertains to the.first night May 7th‘ 2016 where

Chrlstopher Wllllams ‘was’ able to take the money ==
THE DEFENDANT Chrls Wllllams

MR. CANNON " -- was able to take the’

. money and leave the scene .. Now, "to be an:armed

robber_—— to be conv1cted of?armed-robbery} you :

have to be alleged to have those deadly weapons, or

whlle alleglng by actlons or words to make the

_ person<bel1eve that you ‘are armed._ That quallfles

as an-armed robbery.. -

"Assault and battery, first'degree; how

" do we getuto:this?l.hssault and battery is'a'person

who commits an‘assault-and battery, first, if one
injures another person and if the act,occnrred .
during the commission of a. robbery. There isjan.
injury ‘that's occurred during the commlssion'of«a
robbery; assault'and battery, first degreel

Or offers or attempts  to injure a

‘person‘during the commission“of a robbery. So you

-
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

can have an injury or yoﬁ can have an alleged act
or wanting-to commit the injury during the
commission of a roBbery, and that can qualify as an
assault and battery, first degree. |
Kidnapping. Everyone has a vision of
what kidnapping is. It's probably tying you up,
putting you down in the pit, and_keeping you
hiddeh,'kidnapped,'away. The law in South Carolina .-
not -- fhat is a kidnappiﬁg, but you can also be

kidnapped in'other‘ways,ﬂ Kidnapping,.beSt defined,

'isAsome¢ne who feels they are confined and can't
ileave,a space for a moment in time. It could be

‘brief,.it could be short, it could be a few

seconds, oOr it.could be several days.

"In:this casé, Chris Williams was

charged with two counts of kidnapping'to Sho and

Lili Lord. Remember, I told you on May 7th when he
approached from the back of Sam Lord, Sho Lord, Sho
ié going to tell you that he didn't feel like he
could leave. 'He was wrapped with an arm around his
fhroat and a knife to his chest; he was seized, he
was confined. |

Lili, in the vehicle, couldn't get out
because Chris Wiliiams was standing right thefe

blocking her from getting out of the vehicle:
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON '

Again, a person who is unlawfully éeized, confined,

that is a kidnapping, however brief, however short.
Attempted armed robbery. Again, this

was a long six-week period. This goes to the

Juﬁe 10th attempted armed robbery where Chris

Williams, along with the co-defendant, rushed from

- the backyard to- try to take Sam Lord down again and'

get his money. ' You will hear from Goose Creek, he

“had a Taéer,,he had a knife and a can of Mace. All

were ready to do it on June 10th.
And, again, just like the armed
tobbery, if you're armed, an attempt can occur

while armed with that weapoﬁ, or while alleging

either by actions or words that you're armed;

that's an attempted.armed_iobbery.

Now,rtWOmere'chafges; the poséession
of a weapon during the commission of a'yioleng
crime. Sﬁatutorily def;ned in South Caroliﬁa;
armed robbery and attemptéd.arméd'robbery are
viblent crimes as'defined by the State General
Assémbly. | |

If you're convicted of that. and you

possess a weapon, you're guilty of possession of a

weapon during the commission of a violent crime.

Criminal conspiracy. Conspiracy 1is two

65
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. CANNON

-- more than one, two people, at least, conspiring
to do an unlawful object. In this case, we have an
armed robbery and we have an attempted armed
robbery. We have multiple people involved. Again,
you heard me tell you Tiffany Ravenell is going to
testify. She's one involved. We have Chris
Williams who also is in&olved- We have another
co-defendant who is involved as well.

That is the conspiracy. :The conspiracy
lasts from May.7th, 2016, for that six-week périod,
to June 10, 2016. bThat whole time frame two'A
conspired to do that unléwful object of robbing the
Lords at their house.

- Beyond a reasonable doubt. Whét is
that? That's the burden. in criminal cases. You've

probably'héard/ burden beyond a reasonable doubt in

television, Law.and Order. What is beyond a

reasonable doubt? . It's hard to define. When I try

to talk to juries and explain to them what beyond a

‘reasonable doubt is, it's after you've viewed the

evidence, you being the judgé of the facts,,you
take the law as the judge law gives it to you, the
judgerof the law, and apply those two things
together..

After you've taken the facts with the
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Alaw she gives you, i1f you're firmly convinced that

the State has proven thelr burden, then

Mr. Wllllams is gullty of all those charges we just

‘talked about; you. have no cheice but to f;nd_hlm

guilty on those‘charges.
Now, you're going to hear a lot of

witnesses'that are-going to be -- it's not going to

be long, but it's a lot of redundancy What I mean
- is, we're g01ng to be beatlng a dead horse It's
-not because I want to do that, "I'm not trying to

"bore.you, it's my job to prove the case to you.

I have to do that as thoroughly as

‘possible to make you firmly convinced that aftert;

"you have'heard*the facts, seenithe'pictures;‘heard

fconv1nced that Chrls Wllllams is’ gullty of those

And I ll tell you now, when 1t comes -

time for you<tovrender yourwdec1s1on, I belleve

you're going to be firmly convinced. -

THE COURT:. Thank you.
. Mr. Smaldone. |

“MR. 'SMALDONE: May it please the Court.

. Mr. Cannon, Ms. Sas, ladies‘andwgentlemen>of the .

ejury, afternoon.
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. SMALDONE

It's been a long day. I'm going to try
to be as brief‘as possible, but I ask that you
listen and pay attenfion, I ask that you listen
and>pay atﬁention throughout'the course of this
case.

Because it's been a long day, I'm going
to start with the easy part. I'm going to.étart

with the-easy part. I'm going to startﬁwith‘what

we can all agree on. I'm going to start with what

I'm not going to fight. I'm going to start with
what we'could say is pretty much an agreement.

We can agree that the family, the

LQrds,.Were robbed in May of last year. Not a

dispute. . They.were robbed. We could agree that it

.wés terrible what-happened.' We could agree that-

they lOét money} We could agree that Mr. Lord was
injured. And it's okay to feel bad about that.
It's okéy to feel sorry for them.

What we‘re not here to do_ahd what the

‘State came here to do is to confuse those feelings

of how bad it is to be robbed, how bad it is to be

injured, how scary it is to be injured or robbed
with the guilt or innocence of Mr. Williams.
Because what we don't agree on and what

this trial is all about, and what I'm going to be
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. SMALDONE

talking a lot about probably, is the fact that the

- State thinks that Mr. Williams is guilty of the

offenses.

I can tell you-loudly,_probably, I can

tell you that Mr. Williams is not guilty of this

offense. And we actually right now agree he'é-not

' guilty of the offenSeé because he's innocent until
" proven’guilty.  But it's not just that. It‘snnot

Just the constitution.

It's not just, oh, he's not guilty

: bécauSe he's not guilty yet:. It's not that he's
‘not gﬁilﬁyvyeff*itfs'that he‘é not guilty.. Becausel
dWHatJhappéned on that day in June of last:year was,
'Mr. Williams didn't have é’éaﬁ, was brought to a
‘neighborhood, was{bfought to a ﬁeighb§rhood by

jsémeoné you already heard about, Ms. Ravenell, and

éli of a sudden gets swarméd by fhe police and
blaﬁed for everything bad{that’s happened in. that
neighborhobd. o A |

| Mr.AWiiliams waé éf the wrong place at

ﬁhé wrong time, but probably more importantly than

that, he was with the wrong .person. ‘He was with

Miss Ravenell. 'When Miss Ravenell felt the heat

"and felt the pressure, who was easy to blame? Who

was the easiest person to blame? Little Chris

69
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OPENING STATEMENT BY MR. SMALDONE

Williams, scapegoat for everything bad that's
happened in the neighborhood. Chris Williams..

Ladies and gentlemen, I told you I
would be brief, and I'm going to stick to my word.
So I'm just going to ask that you pay close
attention to this case.

Consider all the witnesses,. consider

* what motives they have, what motives they'have to .

tell the truth, what motives the have to lie. And
then I want you to go back there, I want you to

deliberate, and she is going to make you do it; you

are'gbing to deliberate, and when you see that the -

evidencé doesn't édd up, that the facts don't add
up, that the Staﬁe éan't prove that itvwas Chris
Williaﬁs because it wasn't, not just.because they'
Can't prove 1t, but_because it wasn't, then.you
return a verdict of not guilty on‘everything.

Because Chris Williams is innbcent.
Chris Williams was set‘up, and When it was.easy to
close the case-and easy to see -- to figuré out and
easy to blame someone for what I've already said
was a terrible incident, they just stopped. It
doesn't add up. |

So, ladies and gentlemen, Chris

Williams is not guilty of -all these offenses. And
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I ask you, at the end of all the evidence, at the

end of when 'you've heard whét people éay and what
they don't say, I ésk you to return'a.verdict that
réflécts those facts, and that verdict is not
guilty. Thank you. |
THE-COURTQ Call your first Witness;
MR. CANNON: ~State calls Sam Lotd, .
Sho Lord. | o S
| SHO LdRD;'
,beiﬁg_fitst duly‘swofn, testifiéd as follows: .
| | "~ _THE CLERK:»lPlease havéra seat, state
YOur'fﬁli name and spell your_last.' |
‘THE WITNESS: My namé'isAShé Lord and
‘Sam Lord too. tLord is 'L-0-R-D, laét ﬁame;’:t‘
h biRECT'EXAMINATIQN;. o

‘BY MR: CANNON: .

0.  Mr. Lord, how are YOQ?
A.i: Good;fthank you. - -
Q. . ‘Sorry you have to bé here under these

circumstances.

'~ ".How old are you? -

A. I'm 65 today. -
Q.' Where were you born?
A.. . I born in Taiwan, ROC.

71

Q. When d;d ybu come;to‘the United States? -
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. I come into the United States, 1984,

Decembef. |
| Q. Okay. Are you married?

. Yes, I do. —

Q;' What is your wife's name?

A. My wife's name is Lili'Lord.

Q.v Is she,present in the courtroom today?

A¢- ' Yes. She is right there.

Q. Okay. ;What do you do for a living
~here? | |

A. I was'wofking fbr steam shipping line,

but after I retired from them, I have a. convenience

store on Remount Road.

0. .What is the name of that;convenienée.
'store?  | | |
AL Convéniencé store name is SS Mart.’
'Q. And who works at the SS Mart with YOu?
- A; Me and my wife: |

'Q.- What does S. S. stand for?
A. I had -- I have —- I had a partner
named Shﬁng. So the SS Mart mean Shung and.Sam.
Q. 'You made mention, Sam -- what do people
in the'store call you? |
A. They call me»Sam. Everybody‘on Remount

Road call me Sam.
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Q. Okay. And who wqus at the SS Mart
curreﬁtly? |

A. . I have employee right now.

0. Okay. And outside of that emplbyée,
who else: works there? | A |

A. Me and my’wife,

Q.  And so if you're not there, who is.
ﬁhefe to run the business?

A. Youvknow,'befOre I have é partner ahd:,

he has brothers work for us, but since my partner

is moved out of town, moved out of state, and so

shefquit; So I own by myself right now. So me and

my wife work from 5:30 to 10, 9:30 or 10:00.

Q. How many days a week do-YOu work?
i;A;,' Sevén days. |
'Q.’A_Are days at the’SS Mart‘busier.than‘
@thefs? - -
| A.  Yes.  Like Friday, Saturday more busy

fthan normal day,

4Q." Why is that?

A. Because S. S. Mart not only do the

.~ convenience store. We sell some groceries, beer,

wine, cigarettes, we do check cashing.

Q. Okay. And Friday corresponds with

paydays for some people?

73
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. Yeah. Friday, Saturday people get
paycheck so they need some cash so they come to me.
Saturday most banks closed. If they have a check,
they come to me.

A Q. I see. And what other businesses are
around the SS Mart on Remount Road? |

A. We've got a -- the reason we have it
there, we have a tempvservice there called:Staffing
Zone. |

0. In relation to the S. S. Mart, where is

the Staffing Zone?

A. Staffing Zone only two doors hext to
us. |
Q. Okay. Do you-know who Tiffany Raveﬁell_
is? - -
'A; Yeé, I do.

Q. Who is Tiffany Ravenell?
A. Tiffany Ravenell, she is the driver for

Staffing Zone. Take workers to and back to work.'

Q. Okay. How you ever seen Tiffany
before?

A. Yes.

Q. Where have you seen her before?

A. In the parking lot of the Staffing

zone.
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q; Okay. Has Tiffany ever been to your
store?

A. Yes, couple of times.

Q. For what reason? _

A. A.I think. she cashed a check oné‘time\‘ 3

before.

"~ MR..-CANNON: Permission to.approach -

" the witness, Your Honor?

THE.COURT: You may;‘
BY MR. CANNON: *

Q. fI'm-showing you what was premarked as

~ Exhibit 1. Do you recognize that?

. A. ¢ Yes.
Q. What is that?
'Aﬂ‘ This is ﬁy‘neighbéfhéod;'v{ |
Q. Okay. ‘Déés that — :li:._i Ti' B

. MR. CANNON: ' Will you put that up

please? - - - - AR ) N

 BY MR. CANNON:

Q. - Does thatineighbofhood accurately

reflect the neighborhood in May of 201672

A. - Yes.
MR. CANNON: At this time, the State
would move to entet‘Exhibit 1 into evidence..

THE COURT: ~ Any objection? -
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MR. SMALDONE: No objection.
THE COURT: State's 1 into evidence

without objection.

‘BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Real briefly, I want to show you. the

ﬂpictUre that you just saw. I made the mistake of
. taking it down. That is State's Exhibit 1. Right
" here to your left, my right, is a blowup. Do you

. recognize this?:

A. Yes.

0. Okay. I'm going to give you this laser

‘pointer. .If you hit the red buttén, you can zoom

in. Would you say that"this map is a close-up of

Exhibit 17
~ 'A. . Yeah. |
0. | Okay.. Do yoﬁArecall May 7, 20167

A. Yesf' May_7th,.yeah,’2016. Yes,IOf
course. |

Q. And what were you doing on May 7th,
20162 o

A. I -- this is'not a working day for me,
and we leave our store around 8:00 that night and

we're going to look at property, pétential buying

l property on Read Street off of Remount Road.

Another property off Remount Road nearby the trophy
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
" shop.

Q. Do you recall what time you left your
business that day?

A. Around 8, 8:30.

Q. Okay. And you said you went to look at
some property in the area? |

A.  Yes. |

Q. Where was that property in-relation td

"the SS Mart?

A. Just nearby.
Q. What street wés that'on?-'

A. Read Street, RQE—A;D, Street.

Q; '~ Who was with you?

A. My wife, Lili.

Q. Lili. And what type éf véhicie were

you driving that day?

A. I was driving my Lexus 300 IX.
0. - Is that a sedan or SUV?
. A.  SUV..

Q. And do ydu recall the path you took
home that day to get home?

A. Yéu mean fhe path -- yeah. I drive
from Remouﬁt Road fo I26 and get off at College
Park Road. .

Q. Yes, sir.

77
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SHC LORD -~ DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. And then go into the Hamlets, Crowfield
Plantation and back home Hamlet Circle.
Q. All right. I apologize for the
technical difficulties we're having.
On the big map to our left, do you

recognize where Hamlet Circle 1is?

A. Here is the Hamlet Circle.
(Indicating.)
Q.  Which direction would you have been

coming from May 7th, 201672
A. Coming from here, passing by the Hamlet
Park. Come to the{Norfolk Way and then come to

North Norfolk Way and go home here. Here's my

home. (Indicating.)
Q. Okay. And that home you're pointing to
or circling 1is . which has the

bolded label?

A. Yes.

Q. What personal items do you have in your
vehicle that night? |

A. In my vehicle that night, because we
just get off work, I have my chéck cash bag. My
wife have the store cash bag and cbmputers, this
and that.

Q. Where was the SS Mart -- you said you
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had two different’businesses at the S. S. Mart.

You have a convenience store and a check-cashing

business?

A.

fQ.
va;

>13~'

A

.Q.v

A.

 BY MR. CANNON:

' Yes, sir.

" Do you keep those bags separate?
Yes, sir. _ Aib ,

‘And your wife had what bag? -

AShe got SS Mart cashbox

The cash derlved from the convenlencef‘

store of the business? -

Yes.
':What coﬁnty‘is youf home"in?‘v
fBerkeley County
:-And do you- know what c1ty°
~GoosetCreek~01ty,

MR;.CANNON:f Permission to approach |

"~ the witness, Your Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

T m g01ng to show you what was'

premarked as EXhlbltS 3 through 9. Take a look at .

25

A..
| my:home,

Q.

7

I recognize -all these because this 1is

Do you know when the' pictures were

79
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
taken?
A. Yeah, from this blood on the floor --
Q. Just talk to me right‘ndw. We'll show

the pictures, but talk to me. Do you recognize the

'pictures?
A. Yes.
Q. And when were they taken?

‘A.  May 7, 20 -- last Year.‘
- oi 20167
A, Yeah, 2016.
Q. Do these-pictures accuréfely reflect -
your house on May 7, 20167 | |
) A. "'Yes,4sir,

0. Do they appear to be altered in. any

way? Changed in any way? .

'A.° No. 'No, no change;“

MR. CANNON: At this time, the State

‘would move to enter State's 3 through 9 into

evidence.
THE COURT: ‘Any objeCtion?
MR..SMALDONE: No objections.
THE COURT: State's 3 through 9 into
evidence without objection.
MR. CANNON: Thank you.

BY MR. CANNON:




® o s W N e

10

11
Y
13
ETIE
;1},6'4;‘
17
18 -
19

20

21
22
23

24

25 .

81
SHC LORD - DlRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. When you pulled into
;,-what happened that night?
A.  We pulled in that way almost -- bome,

almost around 10:00. .- It was so dark. I don't have

lights on because our house near water so many

" mosquitoes coming. -If I have ligbts on, mosQuitoes

comeyisoll don't have the lights on that night.

I pull in, when T park the car, I get

',outlfrom my driver's side and go to the passenger
'-side‘and tried to get my bag and go home, and

somebody come from my back.

'Q; ‘Let me stop you rlght ‘there. Where did

you park the car that night?-. Take the laser

pointer and --

thlS case happened;. T always park my car in the

back srde because the: garage is in the back Okay

I don' t park it 1n‘the~front side. I park 1n'the.

back side.

0. .~ Did you park in the back side:on May 7,

20167

A’ Yes,“l'parking"back,side May 7, 2016.
Q.  When you got.out, you said somebody
came from behind?

A. Yes. I get out of the car from the

AL nght riow —- usually -— usually, before-

81
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

driver's side, go to the passenger side, the rear
seat, tried to grab my bag, somebody show up right
behind me. |

MR. CANNON: Okay. Permission to
publish these? |

THE COURT: You may.

MR. CANNON: Exhibit 3, please. .

~ BY MR. CANNON:

Q. And do you récognize that image? B
A. Yes, that's my house.
0. That's from the packet of pictures I

gave yoﬁ.right here?

A. Yes, sir. .
0. And that's the front of your house?
. A. Yes, that's from the front view of my

house.

MR. CANNON: = Could we go to 4, please?

'BY MR. CANNON:

Q. What is that?
A. My driveway. . o | |
C Q. Okay. And can YOu point on the map,
point with the laser where that would be standing?
A. This is my -- here's my house. That
picture was taken from here. That's the driveway

going to the back yard.
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SHC LORD - DIAR4ECTVEXAM BY MR. CANNQN
MR, CANNON: Eéhibit‘5, please.
BY MR. CANNON:
Q. 4Okay;
A That is my backyard.

MR. CANNONr'r'Okay. -Next- one, please.l

THE WITNESS: - That's my backyard:

BY MR. CANNON

Q. Exhlblt 77

:A,J: ‘That's my backyard That's wherefllm-"

_parklng my car May 7th last year

Q. Okay Now, let S . talk real qulck as

the gentlemen approached you from behlnd You said

"a male approached you from behlnd°

_A. - Yes. A black male approached behlnd

.me. o
: S Okay. 'Did you See_who’that_persoh'was?

AA,.1 It's eo‘darkul cahhot*eee;very clear.

'Q.~‘;Howvdid'youukh0w it’washa black;maleé”

A. ,.Because l:turned,myﬁhead back and lfséw j
’her —— I saw him. |

0. Dld he say anythlng to you. at that
momeht? | '

-vA.' Yeah,rhe’eaid eomethlng. .He say'—¥

because when approaching me with the arm over my

83"
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

neck and knife in front of my chest, and I grabbed

him. And he said -- I tried to fight with him and

‘he said -- I've got peoplevin front. I got people
at front.

Q. How did you know thefe was a knife?

A. Because I grabbed -- I thought I

-1grabbed hlS hand, but 1t s so dark. I grabbed his

“hand, but actually I grabbed his knlfe

Q. Okay. . And what did that knlfe do to-

“you? .

A. It eutlmy'hand right here.

(Indidating.)u I have to go to the emergendy ;odm

Qhave ten stltches on it.

Q.. Okay_ As he reached around- -- the

person reached around. you with the knife and you -

-grabbed it, what did yQubdo?'

.A.  You know, I tried to protect my wife

and my-propertyr SO ;-tried to hold the knife and

don't -- cannot let it.go.
Q.  How did you feel at that time?
A. ,I,was”sorscared.because'my life was

- flashing. I could be killed at:that moment.

Q. - Howeoldfare you?'
- A. - I'm 65 years old.

Q. How big\are you?
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
‘A. . I'm only five, three. .
Q. vHow‘much do you weigh?
A 135.
Q. Okay. And-were YOu able to-get away. .

from'himfat all?
A. No way, because he got arm, he got

knife on'hié‘hand, and I got so much things.I have

' to-proteét/.Ilcannot leave.

Q. How long did you remain in that
poéition?:
| A. .Probably, just a few seconds.
0.  Okay.A And what happened next? -

A. I-grabbed his -- I grabbed the hand,

‘the knife,vI cannot 'let it go. And he saw my wife

get- out of thé car with a bag. So he tdrned around

,-to‘get -- to rbb.my'wife, to get the bag-from her. .
' I'still not released the knife because if I release

the knife he will -- he might hurt somebody. My

wife say, let him have it, let him have it. -

- Q. ;Have what?
A. Have the bag;
0.  And what did the bag contain?

A. That bag contains-SS Mart that day's
money.

Q. Okay. After she -- that was said, what

85
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
happened next?
A. So my wife tell me, let him go, let him
have the bag. So -- so I reiease the kﬁife. And

he got —-- before fighting with him, he said, I've
got people at front. He tried to tell me, don't
fight, because he said we've got more péople
coming. That's what he tried to tell me.

Q. What did he do néxt?

A. He grabbed the bag. When he grabbed
the bag, he run from my driveway. He grabbed the
bag here and tried to run aWay from here and go
here. (Indicating.) |

Q. - What did you do? |

A. I was not chasing him. I tried to find
out where he go. So I ruh to here, and wés -1
was bleeding bad so I have to go home to try to
stop my bleed -- my blood.

MR. CANNON: Please publish Exhibit 8.
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Do you recognize this? I will show you
the hard copy. That is what is on the screen. Do
you recognize that? |

A. Yeah,‘our car. I cannot fofget that.

Q. What stands out in that picture?

A. See all my blood there and my bags,
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other things from fallingfout;from the bag —-
Q. Okay. - |
A - dufing‘the ﬁighting:
Q: Does . this image cabturéjthe'entire
space where the robberyutook place? |
| A. This-L—.not whole majbrity.».
Q. Okay. I}m’going to éhowgyou State’é
Eghibiﬁ 9. Do'yoq récognize;that? .”
. A.  Yeah. -This is‘my -- that's my back
dOér.ﬁ'
Q. Okay. o
.AJ JUsuél;y-I«go'homé from this béforg the
_:fdbbery.. | | o B
Q.- So you Said(Yougwént’here-befq;e‘fhé
robbery?j ; | : | - |
; ” A, : Né.' I went ﬁome:——;I use this@dobr -

pefore the‘acéideﬁt happénéd,‘but_now I do not use

this door no more.

Q. I understand what you're saying. I

understand what you're saying, but I want to clean

this. up. Where is this door located on your house?

A. Located at the back side.

Q. Yes, sir. When you come home at night

nbw[‘do you use .this door still?

A, No.  I.use the front door now.
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SHC LORD .- DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q.  Okay. And how did all the blood get on
the door? |

A. Because my hand was cut so I tried to

'go home and clean it up and stop the bleeding. And
that's why. .

Q. Okay. After that night, what was the
next thing you did as a result of this robbery?

A. . After this robbery; my lifeAchanged. I

try to go'home before the sun go down. And so

we're so scared we not go nowhere. After work we

come from work and go home straight, and no more

restaurants, no more leisure time, no.

And then we started to install more

lights ‘in my backyard and then I installed a

security camera from ADT to monitor the house. I

" went to buy my gun and I went to get my concealed

weapons permit too to protect me and my wife and my

- property.
Q. I see. Did-you ever talk to the
police?
A. Yes. ‘You know, after this happened, of-

course, my wife called the police and the police
come to the site help us, this and that. And after
we install the camera, we found out this guy come

back again.
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Okay.
MR. CANNON: Permission to approach

the witness?
THE COURT: You may.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Do you recognize this?

A. Yes, sir.

'Q.‘-'What is this?

A. - This is the video recording ffom my

security camera.

Q. ~ How do you know it?

A. Because we saw it.
Q. | How do you know that?
A. We review this at your office.
0. Is that your signature on.the‘disk?n
Aﬂb Yes.: ‘. ’ 4
g Q. Does it'appear to be the cbmplete.»

sﬁrveillancé video.from June 2, 20107

A. -’ 'Yes; sir.

Q.. You made mention that yoﬁ installed
surveillance video? |

A. Yes,.sir.

Q. What did that do to help you with this
case? .

A. That security camera system helped me a

89
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

lot. We can see life or we can see anything happen
there. They will send me a text message to my cell
phone so we can open up and see who is there. If
no activity -- when there is activity, they would
record and it would alert me so I céuia open it up
and see what happened there.

So I see couple of times the people
come back again, so I was so scared.

Q. When you saw -- I'm sorry to cut you

A. i called Goose Creek Pplice Department.
Q. Okay. And this video that you have
seen —-- | - |
MR. CANNON: Permission to publish

THE COURT: You may.
(Video playing.)

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. What did you see on June 2nd of‘2016?

A. T saw two guys walking down frém my
driveway towards my backyard. ‘

Q. Okay. Will you show us on the map
where you installed the cameras?

A. Yeah. I installed three cameras: One

‘at the front door; one at the driveway, right here
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

(ihdicating), at theﬁoorﬁer pointed to the

driveway. - Anybody walk down the.driveway they will
‘record. I installed a camera -at the back of my
house in that'corner, so they would cover this

area,‘ (Indlcatlng )

Q: T'm playlng for you what was marked as

:State s EXhlblt 12.

(Vldeo played )

: THE-WITNESS: I see those two guys.

"BY MR. CANNON:

Q.. Do you know'who those two people are?
de. Those people,” they intend . to'roh me .
9.~ Do you know -- do you know who they

are?

A;V At that'time;'I really don t know who

" are they, but I'm so scared

0. . Had you ever ‘seen those‘people before?
B Just to be honest with you, when I come

-— after I install the camera, I tried to go home .

‘before -- before it get dark- T saw those people

in my nelghborhood a couple of times. One time
only maybe five feet away from them I'm dr1v1ng my
car.

Q. I will get to that; but my queetionvto
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

you is, have you ever seen those peoplé before that
day? | |

Aw No. -

Q. Okay. Do you know all your neighbors

on the street?'

A. | Yeah, I know most of them.
Q. How loﬁg have you lived at
: .
A;  Aboﬁt five or six-years, I think.
Q. Have ybu ever seen people walking on

thé street that you didn't know before?
AL ' Not ﬁény. , | o
Q.“_'Okay} .And why.ié that?

" A. Because people -- mostly peopie theré,
ﬁhey,have a .car. They don't walk arouﬁd.except to
take a leisﬁre walking, but I know most peopié. I
have:a dog. I walk‘my dog every day;

Q. Okay. If you pulled into —- my’;
questidn is, what is south here on Norfolk Way?
Aa. Both end is dead end. Nowhere to go.

Only one way to get in or out Norfolk Way. This

side -- this side is dead end. That side is dead
end too. (Indicating.)
Q. Do you see a-bunch of foot traffic on

Norfolk Way?
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A. No. I can actually mention one thing.

In May, the weather is so hot. When people walk

down the street that day I saw them, they even wear .
_the jacket and hood. .Why they do that? It's very

. strange. Automatic draw your attention; who are

they? What are'théy doing5 ‘
| Q. After you saw’ thlS video of your ADT
system, ‘what did you do with 1t9 .

A._ What do you mean?

Q. - Who did you contact as a result of
seeing thaf video in June?

. 'I»called'the Goose Creek Police

~Department rlght away

Q. - Who did you speak with?

A. I speak to Powell; E

é; PoWell? .

A. -Powéll.

Q. Do you sée Powell here thay?:
A, Yeah;.right there.. (Inaicating)).
9. And I'm pointing to this Qentlemann

'rightfhere. '(Indicatiﬁgfj
A. .  Yeah. ?eahz'
Q. AAfterlyou‘QontactedvGoose Creek and

spoke to Powell, what did they do?

A.. Powell —- they set up a system to
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
monitor my house, nearby the house. So they got'——
every day_they have‘police officers there.
Q. Okay. Did you -- when.you-came home, .
did you see these_police officers?
| A. They are hiding somewhere. You don't

see them on the street.

Q. I see. You made mention -- you made
mention earlier that one day you were’driving and
saw two individuals you did not recqgnize.

A. Yeah. You know, I saw them. I was

driving down to go home and I saw twobguys, two

black, walking here. So I --.I don't turn to left
side to my home,’I turn this side. . (Indicating.)
And they come to this side too. They're close,

maybe only five feet away from me.

Q. So what did you do?
A. T called the police. I didn't go home.
Q. When was that date in relation to when

this.video of June 2nd was filmed?
-~ A. “That was before June 2Znd.
Q. Okay. I Qant to now talk to you about
June'iO, 2016. Do you remember that day?
A.  Of course. |
Q. | Okay. What were you doing that day?

A. That day I still working. Officer
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Powell called me: He asked me, what time I go

~home And I say, pretty soon. I got maybe another

20 minutes. _
Q. About what time would ‘that have been? -
A. . I'm not recalling{‘ Probably like 7:30,
8:00." Six -- around 7100. |
| " Q.'; When you got that phone call what did
you do?

A.  When I got the phone call,‘I:know”

' something is goingion« So my wife was with me, so

I don't want her:.getting involved It .S dangerous

'situation. So I. drop my wife, at her brother's

honse. Oniy me gOIng home that night..

So i drive just like every day. I qsed’_

Remount_Road, IZG,SCoilege“Park.Road, thenngo to

Crowfield'Plantationv'then‘go Hamlet CirCle,“thenl
go home. When'Iim-driving home'passing by the

‘-Hamlet‘Park I saw a car parked 1n there 'fSo~Iim‘

driVing - Powell tell me to drive :home like usual

like normal..

SolI'm;driVing home,” I turned to m§, S

baokyard‘and'drivev‘parking-the:car right in“the

‘front side because after that’Iﬁneverdee,myfiears

door, my back door.

0. When -you say, after that, what -are you
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SHC LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
referring to?
| A.  After May 7th, the day I was robbed. .
Q. Okay. So onlJune 10th, when you came

home, you did not park in the back like you had

said in the past?
A. Yeah.

0. . When you pulled into your driveway,

what did ydu see?

A. After. I pulled into -- when I pulled

into my driveway, I saw two police officers»hiding'

here, béhind thé.bush. (Indicating.) So I drive.

'there and‘turn‘around and go . out, parkihg-in front,

not in back. .

Q. " What do you see in your back yard?

A. Two'ﬁuys in the backyard near the water
in this area: (Indicating.f .

Q. Whaﬁnwere they doing?

‘AL VI'don'f know. I'm so scared, I'jﬁst

drive and park and let poliCe‘officers’handle that;

Q. .. Do you recall what they were wearing?

A. . They were wearing the jacket and put
T _

" hood .on in the.middle of June.

'Q. Whenever you turned around in your

backyard in- the driveway, you pulled back out. into

. the front of your driveway? .
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"SHC(LORD~— DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON '
| A. ‘i_pulled~ébdut~right_here;
(Indicaﬁing;f B j
_Q:1:VWhat did yéu do-néxt?‘
‘;A;: I stéyéd in the car and.Waited to see:
i What'happénedki[ o
| .Q,'j Okay. ‘Did Yéu éver‘get éﬁt‘of the
vehicle? o t | | |
A  NéVé£.V‘I?stayed in the ca;;"i"dqn't _'
AQaht'td'get:ou£,*_" R |

Q. 'Qkay. ‘Héw long did you stay in;?our
vehicle? L |
'A.' .Probabl§i30, 40 minutes.
0. 0kay., And after that 30, 40 minutes,
whaf happenéd“next?_ | . |

A." ..I saw the police arrest two guys and

‘put them in thé’police“caf[~

A’HI Q. - Qkay.Q-Did you recognize those two:

A. .'YeéhQ “Thdse'aré_the guys -- they are
the guyé walking.iﬁ thé videotape, those arg.the‘
twoAguy§. |

Q.. And had‘you'seen thosé two guys before?

\A;'~‘Yeah.- I saw them just that day I was

'walkingadéwnghere -- driving down here, I saw them

“walking on- the street:

97 -
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SHE LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Do you know who Chris Williams is?
a. I know.him now.
Q. Did you know before?
A.  No.

Q. Do you still have surveillance video at
your house?

A, Yes.

Q. What has happened s&nce June iO?

A. After that, now it's peace and.qﬁiét.
Q. Okay. Peace and quiet.

A. I want to add something. Those two

guys come to my house notione time/:three or four .
times.

Q.. And on June 10, 2016, when yéu-pulled_
down fhe driveway back aroundAto,tﬁe front of your
house, why did you not get out of your.vehicle?

A.' I was scared I get hurt. You know, one
time is eﬁough. My life was threatened by a knife.

I'm only five, three, 130 pounds. One Chris

"Williams I cannot handle. Now I have two, . two

guys.

MR. CANNON: At this time, the State
would move Exhibit 12 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. SMALDONE: No objection.
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" BY MR. SMALDONE:

| 59 99
SHGC LORD - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE, ‘
THE COURT:- State's 12 info'e§idence
without.objection.
| ~ MR. CANNON:  Thank you, Mr. Lord.:

Please -answer any.duestions that Mr. Smaldone may -

THE WITNESS: - Okay.

. CROSS-EXAMINATION

‘0. .Good afternoon..
A. Yes, sir;
Q. I just want to_élear a few things up.

I won't take mUch,éf-your time.

_ You didn't know Chris Williams before

this,'tight?,

.A.  Yeah.

Q.. : Yéu‘did hét{know Him?

A I dpn}t;knbw him.'

Q;  You never. got-a good %obk,at the  :

robber's face the first time?.

“A. ° Yeah.
Q.- . You did not?
A. I turned my héad back. I saw a black

male, you know, age about 45, SQ. That's all.
Q. . Okay. And when you spoke to law

enforcement previously, just'tQ clear it up/‘did
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SHC LORD - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

you not’say it was 35 to 40, the age?

A. Actually, I didn't speak to them. My

-wife spoke to them. I was in the hospital.

Q. Okay. But you never saw the face of
the person that robbed you the first time?
A. You mean before the --

Q. During the first robbery, you saw a

”bbrief face, buf you couldn't pick him out of a

lineu@} could you?
- A. No. _
Q. ~ And you never talked to a sketch artist

or anything like that? 'Théy‘néver,drew a picture

of the‘déscriptidn,vright?

~A... ‘(Shaking head.).
: Q. ’ That"s'okay;
. And was there not -- was fhere someone
else that came to youi housé‘around this time

trying to sell you air-conditioning?

“A. No, that's before.
Q. ‘ Before the robbery?
A. Yeah, before robbery. Not after or

during the time.
Q. So before you Were robbed, someone came
to your house and tried to sell you

air-conditioning?
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That is the -- they went to a guy. I

met him over Remount Road.

Q.

Right. And he came to your house to

try to do something with air-conditioning?

A.

0.

right?
' A.

0.

sales?

- A
;talking, ,
. Q.
‘ybu? 

:A.
Q.
K.
Q.

Yes.
And --
Repair or -- you know.

And he was trying to sell that to you,

Yeah.

- And did you learn later on that he

'doesn'tjhaVe anything to do with air-conditioning

It will never happen. He was just

Hevcame to your house and talked to

At Remount Road.
Right.
Yeah.v *

Okay. And he was -- but did you learn

that he doesn't sell air-conditioning later on?

"A.
Q.

AL

" Yes.

You did learn that?

His business -- his job is related to

101



102

= W M=

~ o

10
11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

102
SHC LORD - REDIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

the air-conditioning.

Q. But he would not make money by trying
to sell you air-conditioning, right?

A. No.

Q. So he just showed up to talk about
air-conditioning?
| A. On Remount Road.

Q. Right. And did you learn his name?

Q. Okay. And just to be.clear, to make

sure that‘we're on the same pagevand make sure your
answers are what I think they are, you did not --
you did not have a good enough look at the person
that robbed you the first time to be éble.to tell
who it was that robbed yoﬁ, right?.

A. Yes. | ‘

MR. SMALbONE: And that's all ‘the

questiqns I have for you right now.

| THE COURT: Redirect?

_REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CANNON: |

Q. Mr. Lord, on May 7, 2016; what was the
lighting like in your back yard?

Aa. There's no light there.

MR. CANNON: Okay. No further
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: L‘ILI'.LORD - 'DIREICT' EXAM BY MS. SAS .
questions. S |
THE COURT: Re-cross?
MR. SMALDONE: No.re—cross;

"THE‘COURT: Sir, you may step down.

'THE WITNESS: Thank you

‘THE COURT I plan to call one more

w1tness before we break Do you all’ need a comfort

break?;“ _ | ,

| JURy.FOREPERSON} ‘We're good. ’
THE COURTE- Call your next witness.

| s SZYMCZYNSKA—SAs: The State calls

Lili Lord.. o

| | | LILI LORD,

being‘first’dﬁiy.eworn,itestified as’followsf ..

THE'CLERK:' Please'étate’your fgllfname 

and spell your last _ 7 A
THE WITNESS: Okay My name is Lili.
Lord. Last name is L-O-R-D. o

DIRECT ‘EXAMINATION

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Afternoon, Mrs. Lord. Can you‘tell

" jury how old you are?

' A.  How old I am?

Q. Yes, ma'am.

103
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1 A. I'm 60 years old now.
2 _ Q. All_right. And can you tell‘themvwhere
3 ,ydu are originally from?
4 A. Taiwan, ROC.
5 Q. Okay. And how long ago did you come to
6 _ﬁhe United Stateé?
7 A. ‘31.years.
8 - 0. Okay. And where doVyéu,live.now?
9 o A. Goose Creek; South.Carolina. 'Berkeley
- 10 ‘County. |
- 11 Q. ‘Okay.,.And~whath that address?
12 A.; | E o .,.' ' Goose Creek. o ‘
13 Q. How long have you lived at that house? |
| 14 © A. Five years. . |
15 Q.  Okay. Who.did you live there with?
16 = A.  Husband.
17 Q. ”,What.is his name?
_ 18A - A. Sam Lord, Sho'LQrdf‘
"19 : Q. How long have you beeﬁ,marfied?
20 }V;- A. 35 years. - |
21 Q. Ana-do'you work anywhere?
22 | | A, Yes.
23 Q.  Where do you work?
24 ’ A. SS Mart.

25 - Q. Okay. And what is SS Mart?
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A.

Q.

Convenience store.

Okay. And where is it located?

:1639'Remount~Road.

Okay. And what kind of business do you

and your husband do there? -

A,

cigarettes,

and do some

Q.
A.
.
business?
A.

. Q.

aA. .

o

A.

Q.

" convenience

A.

0.

'We sell groceries and beer and wine,

1like a convenience store, but no gas,

check-cashing business.

:And do you work every day?

Almost.l

Okay.. How long have yod been in

. Since-year 2013.

"~ Okay. _And‘do you recall a chain of ..

Yes:

; SpecifiCally,,dd you'recall“May 7th of

ves. |
Did you work on that-day?

Yes.

Okay. 2And you.worked at the

store?

Yes.

| Okay. How long did you work that day? .

105
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS Hoe
A. Since about 3:00 p.m., until nighttime,
probably 8:30.
Q. Okay. And do you remember what you did
that day after work?
A. My husband and me drove to Read Street

to meet an owner there and have some‘conVersation
over there. And then we stopped by the coffee
store on Remount to‘make a phone call to the owner
and aék some questions on the p#operty and went
ﬁome. | |
0.  Okay. And what happened when you got

home? | |

A.  When I get HpmeJabout.9354, my husband
drive. the car.to the baCkyard. And then my husband
éet out of the car,ffried to get —- grab the bag
from the trunk.

Q. Okay. . So you'brought'things.béck home

with you?

A. . Yes.

Q. Some bags?

A. Yes;

Q. And whét'was in the bags?
A. T have two bags every day.
Q. Okay.

A.  One bag for the computer and one bag
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for the daily transactions received.

Q.

A

0.

- Did you have any money?

Yes.

Okay; Do you,recali'how much money

approx1mately you had that day'>

A.

Q.

A.

husband got

AL

frontnside;

lights;

A.-

Q.

' Yeah. I got $3,621.

" 'Was the money all in one bag?

Two:bags.

Tw0‘bags°

Two bags

]Okay So.you arriVed-home,*your‘_

out of the car. Where were‘you?

"I'm on the rlght 51de, ‘the passenger

Okay And where dld you park the car?

Backyard

No. That night we didn't turn on the *

‘Why not? .

Because the mosguitoes‘keep’ooming.
Okay. |

A lot of insects We turn it off

You parked the car -- your husband

107

A:Washthere a.light,outfin7the backyard?

parked the car and he gets out .What happens after"
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

that?

A. Yeah. He -- he get out of the car
earlier than me. I think I either sending some
text message to‘somebédy else, I fbrgot, but after
two ——.two minuteé, I get out of the car. I open
the door ana T heard-my husband screaming.

| So that'time'I'found out something is

going.oh._ I found out the robber comes to my side,

tried to rob my bag.

'g. Okay. And wéré you able té get away
from him?f.Were you able to get. out of the car?

A, No. Just f; I just stepped the}right
foot out of the caf, and Ivﬁad one bag with me.
Computer bag I have still in thé car. Sd-the money
bag}héitookiaWay,.right‘away.‘

My hquand.scﬁeaming éhd I don't know -
what is goiﬁg on. Never happen this before. And

he's Screaming. And I heard the guy either say,

somebody ‘on the front waiting there, or somebody

has gone over there.

So I'm scared I tell my husband, just

let him get the bag.

Q. Was the guy who was robbing you taking
the bag away from you, was he in your way?

A. "Yeah.
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
Q. Were youvable to get away?
A. I tried to step out, the robber come to

my side. And I have bag on this hand (indicating,)

and he took my bag.

Q. So“he was in your way —-
A., Yeah.
Q. . —-- blocking you?
A Yes.
- Q. ‘What happened after he was able to take

the bag away°

| A. He took the bag away andvheArun from
the backyard to the driveway and to the front. My
hnsband.got hurt from the hand. I didn't know at

that timeA So I opened the back door, tried to get

- my dog out cha81ng the robber.

Q. ‘What klnd of dog do you have°
f A. : Golden retrlever

Q. What did you do after you let the dog

out? '
| A. The,dog go halfWay and-come_back.
Q.- Drd you call faw enforcement?
A. ’ Yeah- After that, I called police -

' department and they respond very quick and come -to -

- my home. And then my -- my husband got bleeding on

the hand so he goes upstairs to clean the hand.

109.
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

And there's a lot of blood on the downstairs.
So-poliée come in, do the report, and
the police see my husband got injury, so he called
911 to send him to the Trident Hospital.
Q. Okay. And what did you do when he went
to the hospital? .
A. I had to do the police and talk with
police. | 4
Q: You talked to law enforcement?
" A. Yes. | » |
Q. Did you do anything after that night
with law enforcement?
A, Yeah. After police comé,‘I went to thé
Trident Hospital to pick up my husband.  |
Q. . Okay. And-I_waﬁt to go back a little

bit to the individual that was there who took the

‘bag away. Did ybu make any'observations about that

individual that-you can recall?

A. It was so dark. I know he's a black

~guy, tall guy. It's about his size, tall guy.

Q. - Okay. 'And as a reéult of the robbery,
did you do anything to your\house?'
. Yeah. We called ADT to schedule and
install security camera. And they came probébly'

five days later install everything. And then after
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
that, I found the robber came tovmy.house.agarn.
Q. There\were some people on the
survelllanoe - |
A. Yeah, and We'called police. .There was -

one female pollce servrc1ng the same street of my
home. So she come back to my home about mldnlght
Q. " And you’ turned all the surveillance
videos to them? | |
| A. Yes.

0. ~I want to talk a-iittleﬂbit_more about

June .10, 2016

A. - Uh-huh. | \

o. Do you recall that- day°

:A:A';Yeah

Q! - Were you working that day?

A, Yes. |

é#g Did you go home after work that-day°‘
- A,"'No,. My husband got phone call from

PoWell say somethlng happenlng there. So my

“husband scared, want me not go home directly with

‘him.
| lQ.h‘ Okay.
| A.‘fiéo he send me to my brother's home,;
stay there. o

~0:  He took you home -- to your brother's

111
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LILI LORD - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

house ---

A. Yeah.

Q. -- and he left?

A. Yes. _

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: ' Beg the Court's

indulgence? .

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Ms. Lili, when you were in the car --

A.  Uh-huh.
Q... == and the bag was being taken away

‘from you, I think you mentioned that you were

scared?

A. Yes.

0. Were you able to get up and run away,

‘or was the person in your way and you were too

- scared?

A. . No. The guy took the bag and run away.

" He pulled the bag very hard until the hahger is

»erkenL You see on the floor is a lot of stuff

dropped.
| Q. When you weré sitting in thé car and he
was in front of you -- |
| A. | Yeah, by the car.’
Q. -= wére you écafed?

~ A. Of course very, very scared.
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- LILT LORD - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
Q. .So you were not‘really ablé to go
anywhere?
MR. SMALDONE: Objection; leading.
THE WITNESS: No.'
MR. SMALDONE: Objection.
THE COURT: Overruled.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:
o Qf Were you able to go anywhere?
AL No, I'm scared. It never happened. I

live in USA, Charleston, Hanahan, Goose Creek for
30 years, never happened to me.
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: No further
questions, Ydur Honor.
CROSS-EXAMINATION - -

BY. MR. . SMALDONE:

Q. . Good afternoon..
A. . Good afternoon.
0. I just,want to clear a few things up..

Just one thiﬁg,Tactually. You said you did not see

" who it was that took the bag?

A. I just know he's a black guy.
Q. Okay. -

A.  Okay. Very dark.

Q; I understand. I understand.

MR. SMALDONE: And that's all the

113
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questions I have for you.

THE WITNESS: All right.

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA—SAS: No further
questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down.

~THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank YOu.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Did you have another short witness
feady?

MR. CANNON: We don't, Your Honor; We
sent them away until the morning.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and
gentlemen, we have reached the conclusion for
thay. "You are going to get to go home now and SO
this is where the -- all of my admonitions are
really important, because someone is going to ask
you what you did today.

And your response is, the judge says I
can't talk about it. So when you get your phones
back, don't start texting or posting anything on
Facebook saying that you're serving jufy duty. You
may not discuss this case with anyone in any format
until I tell you otherwise.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury,

please do not do any independent research regarding
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this case. Don't look up -- if there was a word

that you were unfamiliar with, don't go home and

look it up. I will give you all the information

that you need when I instruct you on the law

applicable to this case.

Ladies and gentlemen, please be back.:

- and report -- we're going to start at -- if you

will report'at‘8330,invthe’morning. Please be

-mindful of each other's time. We can't start until
'all 14 of you are here ‘Miss Teresa and Mr. Justin'
~is g01ng to tell you where to report and then bring

*you up as a group.

'You‘know how to dress_appropriately_for
this courtroom. Some of ‘you may be hot or cold or

unoomfortable or not -dressed appropriately for

115

court as 1nstructed ‘So. please make sure that you y;.'

"brlng whatever 1t 1s that you need to- brlng

We w1ll not go as long as we did today o

I just needed to get a few thlngs - to get this-

case started _

' Thank you for your patlence.Wlth the
Court;. We had a lot g01ng on today. - Thank you: so
much.. | l |

Please report ‘back at 8 30 in the

mOrning Agaln,'my balllffs w1ll 1nstruct you on



116

w N

S

o O

10

11

12

13

14
15
16
17

18

19
20
21

22
23

- 24

25

116

where to show up. Thank you.

Please rise for the jury.

(Jury out, 5:48 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be
seated.

Mr. Cannon, how many witnesses do you

‘have left?

MR. CANNON: . About 12. And I think.
the_majority of them werwill Zip right through. |
THE COURT: .All right. And how many
witnesses do you énticipéte callfhg} Mr. Smaldone?
MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, between zero
and 6ne. »
| THE COURT: All right. Have you
advised your client of his right to testify?

MR. SMALDONE: We have spoken about it

inlthe past, but not todayfdr any time close to

this week. .
THE COURT: And Mr. Williams has a
prior'record as I understand 1it; is that correct?
| MR.'CANNON: ~ He does, Yopr Honor.
THE COUéT: And you have gone over that
with him? " -
MR. SMALDONE: I have sﬁoken about

that, not today or last week, but in the past I
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 CHRIS WILLIAMS. - EXAM BY THE COURT

have talked about itr

THE COURT:V Let's swear Mr. Williams.

CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS,
being first duly-sworn, testified as follows:
' EXAMINATiON |
BY THE COURT: |
0. Mr.. Williams;'pleaseﬁremain standingv:

So I'm’ 901ng to advise ‘you. of. your rlght ‘to testlfy

and the consequences and beneflts of doing that I"

don' t expect an’ answer-' The State has not rested

but I llke to adv1se you as early as I ‘can SO you

‘have the opportunlty to speak to your attorney

~;about what I'm going to instruct you. Do you -

" understand?,
A. Yes.
Q. CIf you don t understand anythlng I

explaln to you, I need you to ‘let me know And ifv

_you have any further questlons, I need you to let

me know. Can you do that?

A.  Yes,. .

Q. . Okay. -Some time tomorrow or perhaps
Wednesday morning, we are going to reach the stage
of,the‘trial where you may present your own
defense. Do you understand'what that means?

" A. . Me or my lawyer?

117
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - EXAM BY THE COURT
Q. You. This is you. These are all your
rights. '
A. Okay. -Yes.
Q. ' Mr. Smaldone is heré to be your zealous

advocate, but the decision you make on whether or

not you're going to testify is solely yours.

A. . Yes.

0. Did that answer that question?

A. Yes. _

Q. You understand‘ﬁhat a defense 1is?

A. 'Yes. | | |

Q. CAll right.“And so at some point, you
. are going to -- we're going tolreach.the~stage of

the trial where the State will have presented all

of their evidence and rested, and then I'm going to

look to you and ask if you wish to presént,a

defense. Do you understand?

A, Yes.

Q. It's not today.
A, Right.

Q. It's coming soon.
A. Uh-huh.

Q. Okay. So you will be able to present
your defense. You have a right to claim the

protections given to you by the Fifth Amendment of
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CHRIS WILLTAMS - EXAM BY THE COURT_,

the Constitution of the United States. This
amendmentVStates in part that no person shall be
compelled in any criminal’ oase to be a witness
against himself,i |

" That means that you cannot be required

‘to testify in this case. You do"haveithe right to

testify on your own behalf' ‘No one can’ make you-

,»testify' This is your personal right, andrno one -

" dan’ waive this right except for you.

" So even~if Mr. Smaldone says, . I'don;t
think you should testify, or I think you should

testify, he can't phySically put you on the stand'

or physically take you offr Do you understand?A

A.  Yes. | |
0. If youidecide“to testify, you Will be

subject to the same rules that .govern other

witnesses and you may Te . examined and

cross?examined on’ any-releyant issue in this case.

In addition, if you have any . .

conVictions involv1ng dishonesty or false

statements, or for crimes punishable by

imprisonment for more than one year, and-I

, determine the probative=value of admittingkthat

evidence outweighs its prejudicial'effect'to you,

" the Solicitor will be able,to'present your record

119
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - EXAM BY -THE COURT
to attaék your credibility. Do you understand?
A. Yes.“
0. If you.decide to testify, this decision

on your paft must be freely, voluntarily,
intelligently made with the knowledge of the

protections given to you by the Fifth Amendment and

the consequences. in your decision to testify;

 If yoﬁ'decide not to testify, I will.

instruct .the jury that they cannot give the'factl.'

that you did not testify any consideration
whatsoéver, and thére is'tbﬁbe absolutely no -

: prejudice,to'you because you did not‘testify.'

- It is 'left entirely up to you whether
or not you testify.. You may talk to your attorney,:

family,vfriends) or dnyone else, buﬁ the final

_decision is left entirely uprto you;

“Do YOu~understand'what I have explained
to you? | |
.A. Yes.
0. Do you have ahy questions about‘whét I.
héve explained to you?
A. | No.

Q[ All right. And so at the.appropriate

. time, I will ask you whether or not you have

decided that you're going to testify and what that
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decision is. All right?
| A. Okay. Thank you.
THE COURT: Anything before we break
for the day?

" MR. CANNON: | The only thing I would

‘bring up is the Lords do ruh their own business. -
They haVe'a new employee of two days. . We would ask |

. tor excuse them fromJComing back tomorrow so they:

could operate their business as usual.
'THE.COURT: Mr. Williams, I appreciate

—— T know that you're trying to be involved in

vthis, but pleasé-let your attorney speak.

So interrupting Mr. Cannon during his

opening statement is not appropriate, and I
understand you may‘notrliké what he's saying, but

'_yousdon't.getlto correct -him.’ Let's practice that.

right:ﬁow7 I know it's.difficult.

THE. DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. Yes,

ma'am. -

" THE COURT: Have a seat. -

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I will leave
it to the Court's discretion. My client wishes for

- them to be heré, but I will let Your Honor decide.

THE COURT: TIs there ény reason they

need tofbe-here?

121



122

=S w N

~ o U

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24
25

122

MR. SMALDONE: There is no legal
reason.

THE COURT: You've had an opportunity
for meaningful cross—examination, which is all that
the law requires. I'm going to release them. If
ét some point you needed to call them in yoor case

in chief, I'm sure Mr. Cannon would make them

‘available and we will make that -=

MR. CANNON:  We can.certainly'
accommodate that. | |

MR. SMALDONE: I would ask they be
excused for tomorrow, but not completely'released
from the Subpoena.

. THE COURT: Thank you. Anything
further? | |
‘MR. CANNON: Nothing further, Your
Hooor. | |

THE COURT: Anything further,
Mr. Smaldone? L | L
MR. SMALDONE: Not today. Thank you.
"THE COURT: Thank you. We'll be at
ease. | : . - !
(These proceedings'weré recessed at

6:00 p.m. to be continued 7/25/17.)
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(The -following proceedings were held
July 25, 2017, at 9:02 a.m., Berkeley County -
General Sessions Court, in re: State v. Chris'

Williams.

THE COURT:. All right. Anything before

we bring in'the jury? Mr. Cannon?
L MR. CANNON: - Ready, Your Honor.
"THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone. |
"MR. SMALDONE: 'Yonr.Honor,ethere is one

mattern; I belleve, ‘the first witness-willAbe

- Ms. Ravenell I have not been made aware of any

deal that she has made, ‘and I know she has pled

”gullty, so I don t know what she plead guilty to.
AI believe pursuant to Glgllo,.I m entltled to knowA
_rwhat terms of any agreements, 1f.any,.she had w1th

j‘the sollc1tor 'S offlce
MR, CANNON At this time,gshe"h'as-'net |
__been'sentenced There s been no deal there's -been

-'no offer made. She pled gullty to one count of

crlmlnal consplracy and one count of attempted
armed robbery.. | ‘
| MR. SMALDONE: ,All.rigntq ‘No problem.

_ ' THE COURT: «Anything before we bring in
the jury?' ' |

:MR. CANNON: . No, Your Honor.

123
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THE COURT: All right. Let's bring

them in.

(Jury in, 9:03.a.m.)_

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be
seated. |

Morning, ladies and gentlemen. = First
of all, thank you for being so prompt. -All of my

bailiffs had let me know that you'complied»With my

P

instructions and so thank you for doing that. It

is really important for you to listen and to-

follow, and I know that was an’eaflylhour.foﬁQmOst

of you to be up, SO thank you fsf complying with my:'

instructions. o . |
As far as my other instructions, did

every jurbr comply with my"instfuction over the

- evening hour? If you did any independent

investigation or talked about this case, did

anything that violated.ﬁy instructiorns, please
stand at this time. o
Thank you. All 14 jﬁrors have
indicated they've complied with the Court's
instructions over the evening hours.
| We will continue the trial of this
case. Call your next witnessf

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: The State calls
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~AMY FOX - DIRECT EXAM BY:MS. SAS

Amy Fox.
AMY FOX,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spellvyour last.
THE WITNESS: Amy Fox, F-0-X.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q.‘ Morning, Ms. Fox. Can you please tell

the jury how old you are.

- A. 26.
- Q. And where do you live currently?
A. Currently; Crowfieid Village.
Q. Where do you work?
A I'm a realtor.
SOR Aﬁd how lohg'have ydﬁ been a realtor?
" A. About three months.
Q.  Okay. -And did you have an -occasion to

be neaf the Hamlet subdivision back Mayv7th of
20167

A. Yes, I was out there fishing. I grew

:up in the neighborhood across from -the lake, so...

Q. So you're familiar with the area?
A. Uh-huh.

‘MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Permission to

125



126

w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

126
AMY FOX - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

approach?

THE COURT: You may.

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. I'm going to giVé you this little

pointer to click on the red button.
Is that the area?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. ‘And T think that area may not be
visible on the map, but can you kind of show on the
map where you were that day?

A. Yeah. There's a dock when you get
right in that area (ihdicating), like a.little
trail that comes down this way. -

Q. Okay. And what approximate time Qf the
day were you out there?

A I know it was after dark. it was
probably -- I had been out there maybe 30 or

40 minutes, so probably after 9:00 sometime.

Q. And were you alone?

A. No. I was out there with a friend
fishing.

Q. . And did you hear any -- or see anything

unusual that night?
A. Well, at first I didn't see anything.

We were just out there and we could hear people,
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AMY FOX - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

you know, having a good time, but then we heard a
scream and it was not a good scream. After that,

it kind of went silent for a second and then the

crickets started going again, -but you could tell

everything stopped for a second when we héarq the
scream. | | .

;Q.  And did you see anything?

A, Well, we looked around because then it
Sﬁarfed sounding liké“therénwas‘Soméone in the

woods behind us. 2And we gotrour’flashLight and

kind of looked around and didn't see anything, but

then it sounded like someone was there and then -

there’ were blue lights in the parking lot.

Q. Didfybu'have occasion to talk.to law
- enforcement?
A, . They'did'come'to,thevdock'and théy qame'

. and talked to-us. -

Q. Qkay.' Did you prdvide a written -
statement to them? | o

A. Not a writtén, but he was writing it

Adown‘as_we'wére speaking'td him, so I don't know if

that;couﬁts or not.

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Okay. Court's

indulgence?

No further questions..

127



128

o 1o~ WD

10

11

12
13

14

15

16
17
18

19

20
21

22
23
24
25

128
AMY FOX - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. SMALDONE:
Q. Just to be clear, you didn't see anyone
in' the woods?
A. I didn't see anyone in the woods, no,
sir.
0. All you did was hear ‘a scream?j‘
A. Yés; sir. ‘
MR. SMALDONE: Thank you. .No further
questiéné.

THE COURT: Redirect?
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: No further
questions, Your Honor. . |

THE COURT: You may step down. You are

free to stay, but you are free to leave.

Call the next witness.
THE COURT: State calls Tiffany

Ravenell.

TIFFANY RAVENELL,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows;
THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spell your last. | |
THE WITNESS: Tiffany Ravenell,

R-A-V-E-N-E-L-L.
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CANNON:

0.

A.

Q.

A.’

Morning, Ms. Ravenell. How are you?
T'm fine.. How are you?

How old are you?-:

24,
." “ Bnd where are you from?
. Summerville, South Carolina.

Where did. you go to high school?

Cané Bay High School.

Okay. Do you work?

Yes, I do.

-Where?

At Shamono. It's a warehouse on

Palmetto Commerce.

Q.

A.

.

A.

Q.

you work?
| A.

Q.

How long have you worked there? .

I just started last Tuesday.

What do you do at Shamono?
I'm a quality‘aésurance;technician.

Okay. And prior to Shamono,'where did

At Staff Zone.

Let's talk about Staff Zone. Do you

recall when you started working at Staff Zone?

129
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

1 A. In June of 2015.
2 Q. Okay. And how long did you work at
3 Staff Zone?
4 A. Almost a year.
-5 Q. Do.you recéll when you left?
6 A. In April of 2016.
7 , Q. Why did you leave?
8. " A, They chaﬂged insurance companies -- I

9 was a van driver, and they changed insurance

10 = companies, and you couldn't have any tickets or

11  anything on your record, so théy just let me go.

12 Q. Okay. Were you fired?

13 Afl I was.let go, yes.

14 Q. Because of your driving record?

15 A, Because of my driving record, yes. -
16 0. . And when was -- when did you leave

17 Staff Zone?
18 A.  In Bpril of 2016. -
19 Q. Okay. I want to talk roughly about

20 that time frame. .Did you own a car at that time?

21 A. Yes.

22 0.  What kind of car did you own?

23 A. 2008, it was a gray Chevy Impala.
24 ' Q. And how long had you owned that

25 vehicle?
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A I would say going on about a month or .

so, two months.
Q. Two monthé? _
A. Yes.. I had just gotten it.
[} Do you have,-roughly; abouf’a détevwhen

you got that Chevrolet Impala? I don't neéd'av

7 ~spécific date, but just -- .
g8 .,A; T would say it wés:géfore Apfil, before
9 I got let go. Yes. ) |
10 »véi . How do you know‘Chris'Williams?
11 “ A. . I met him When I waékwbrking;at Walmart>
'12v.vihAMoncks‘COfner. |
3 0. And, about roughly what‘time period was
” that? R e . : I
. 15'_:' "': AL ThiSAQas'alﬁoSt‘fiVevyéarsfago;;f 
16. Q. And”what;didiyog dd.ét Walmait at the"'
17 time? : | | o
18 “;CAff?<I_wéé a'salés dséébiate.;
19 . Hoﬁ‘did you make contact or come to
20 knbw‘him:aﬁithaﬁ;timé? ' B
_21 K:.ffl'was-éﬁ émployee'énd'éhrié;\he.was'a
22 hcustomer;: HeAcamé-in_as a éustomerx: |
.23': 0. And tell me how that‘in%eraétion began.
24 " A. I was stocking the ice cream-at the_.
25 . time, and;he‘came up to me. and just stérﬁéd falking
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

to me. And ever since then, we were friends.

Q.

Okay. And that relationship -—" how

long did that last?

A.

Q.

'-with Chris?

About five years. -

Were you ever more than just friends

A. No, we were not.
.Q; Défine what the relationship was.
A. We’were just friends. 4
Q. vokéy; Like a brotherly/sisterly type?
A. 4 Just friends. |
Q. Qkay.A What did Chris want in the
rélatiohship?
| A, I mean, in theibegihning he likea me,

“but I didn't like him like that. But he was a cool

guy and we just remained friends.

"Q-

I understand. And.after you left

- Walmart, how -did yougremain'as friends? .Did'you

‘stay -- how .often were .you -- did you remain in

contact with each other?

A.

Q.

I would say almost every ‘day.

Do you recall where he worked about

that time period when you were at Staff Zone?

A.

If I recall, I don't think he was -~ he

was working at Sanders Brothers, but he left there.
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TIFFANY RAVE’NELL -~ DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON >
He got —-- yes.
Q. And let's move forward to April of 2016
. Qhen~you say you were‘let go by the Staff Zone.
A. - .Yéé, sir.
0.  What were times like for you at that
pointlin time in your life?
L aA. - It was hard.
Q: Whyé
A. Because 1 was looking for é job and T
copldn't find one. |
Q. Okay. Have you ever been to the SS
Mart before? |
A. Yes, I have.
0. ‘Telllme'yOur-experiencé at the SS Mart .

. and what you would do around the SS Mart.

A. Well, T worked at Staff Zone. Staff

. Zone and SS Mart are right nearby each other. I
. wouldrgé there and cash my checks and buy snacks

~and things I needed for work.

_ Qf, The period you were ‘looking for.a job, -

how were you getting money?

A. Can you break it down?
Q. If you weren't working for Staff Zone,
how were you getting -- where were you getting an

income from?
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A. I wasn't.
Q. Okay. Did you come up with an idea to

-- how did you come up with an idea to make money?
A. Well, I heard -- I heard some guys
around Staff Zone and they were talking about, you
know, Mr. Lord was making -- doing a lick on the
guy that worked there. |
Q. Okay. Let me stoﬁ you right there.

Define what a lick is.

A. Rob someone.

Q. Okay.

A.  Yes.

Q. While you were around the Staff Zone

April of-2016, you heard people talking about
robbing somebody?'

A. I actually heard about it in December;
around Christmastime.~.

Q. Who was this person they were talking

about?
A. Sam.
Q. Sam Lord?
A. Sam Lord.
Q; Okay. Do you know Sam Lord?
A. Yes, I .do. . |

Q. When you heard that information, what
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TTFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON >
.dld you do w1th it?
| A, I took it back to Chris Williams.
Q. What dld.you say to Chrls? ‘
A. - That~I heard these gQYS, you‘know; that
you cah get money -- we can get money geal qulck

- And I went to hlm about 1t and he was down for 1t

ArQ,4 -Okay. How d;d:you'explaln to him how

.to get money°

!
‘

CI'11 ask the question dlfferently
. A. .- Thank you

Q. [eYou heard.thebpeople talkingfabout

robbing Sam?

A, Yes.
0. Andyou took info;matieﬁ,te:——
A, 3Beck to. ;> |
.. . - Chris? |
g’AQ ':Yeég‘

0. What ‘did you talk about?
A. ;nAbout how to do 1t and how we would go
abeut-do;ngvit.~' . |
b-Q. u'Okay.‘ Wﬁatldid,dhris say te‘you?’
AL He wae‘down for it. |
Q. Okay., Do you recall about when that
conversation_took place? |

‘A. - It 'was towards the end.of April, if I'm
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136

not mistaken.

Q.
A.
Q.
.‘A.

Q.

” Chris about

A,

Okay.

Going into May.

Goiﬁg into May? -

Yes.‘ H

After;you had:thatjconverSation with
robbingASam)vwhat did you doé

We started going up to Remount Road and

just sitting there waiting.

Q.

time?

time?

Road?

A.

Q.
that'time?

A.

Q.

And what -- where did you live at the.

In Sdmmerville;

Where did Chris Williams live at the

In Moncks Corner.

How_did'Chris Williams get to. Remount

I would go and pickfhim up.

And whatlvehigle would you drive at
. U

My 2008 Chevy Impala.

At that time period in May, was that

the only vehicle you drove?

A.

Q.

That's the only vehicle I had. -

So when you say you went. to Remount
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Road and sat to watch, do you recall roughly when
you first did that?

A. May 6th was the first day.

Q.  And how did you -- why did ydu go to

Remount Road?

A. To see when the Lords were leaving just

to scope out things’basically.
Q. And in that -- on Remount Road where

did you park?

" A. Across the street from the SS Mart.
é. - And who was with you at that time?
A. © Chris Williams.:

Q. - Okay. Who was driving?
. A. I was.

Q. ‘What did you see on May -6th of 20167

Alv' Can you rephrase.

Q; Okay. You arrived at Remount Road'and
parked across from the SS Mart with Chris

_'Williams —-=
A, Yes.

Q.. -— in the Chevy Impala. Do you recall
roughly what time you got.there? .

A I don't recall the time; no, I don't.

Q. - Was it dark outside?

A. It was -- it was stiil light outside, -
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

but it was getting dark.

Q.

A.

‘Creek.
to this map?

A.

Did you ever observe anything that day?~
The Lords>leaving, yes.

What didAyou do when they léft?
Followed them.

Where did you follow them?

To Goose Creek, to Crowfield.

Do-you see that map to your left?

Yes, I do.

Do you recognize that?

Yes, I do.

You say you followed the Lords to Goose

At any point would you have followed them

Yes, sir.

MR. CANNON: ‘Permission to approach

the witness, Your Honor?

"THE COURT: You may.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q.

I'm going to hand you this pointer.

The top. button-is a red button; if you hold it

down, it shoots light.

- Can you describe for the jury, please,

on May 6, 2016, how you arrived on thatbmap?

A,

Came down this road right here, all the
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

- way down'hére, and the Lords were turning down here

and I turned behihdjthem. (Indicating.) And as

they were turning in, I looped around, and by the
timé that, you know, anything‘had‘happened, they

Qere already gone.. |

0. What did Chris Williams say at that

time?

A;?, We couldn't get them at this point in

time because they were already gone.

Q. Didrigu see where‘they weﬁt?:
:A.. They went this way;..(IndiCéting.) I
Know that mﬁch, yes. | | | i
_ Q. Did anydne get“but‘of the car that
night? | |
A. ~ No, siri 

0. . As a result of -that day, what did you

do?

"~ A. Left the same way I came out. Left out

and went back to Moncks Corner.
'0.. What happened next?

A. On the same daY?

0.  Just what was the -- after that day --

clearly, no .one got out of the vehicle you just
testified to.

A.  Right.

139
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Where did you gd that night? .
A. Back to Moncks Cbrner, and I dropped
him off and I went home.
Q. .What was the next thing you did in
regards to this case?
A. The next day, May 7th?
0.  Yes. o
a. I left my house in Summefville, went to
pick up Chris Williams in Moncks Corner, and we
went back to Remount Road. ‘ |
R Q.‘ Okay. Who was with you that day?
A. Chris Williams was. |
Q.. Who was driving?
A, I'was driving. ’
Q. What vehicle were you in?
A. My 2008 Chevy Impala.
Q. Okay. Did you-obseived.the'Lords_that
day?‘
A. Yes, we did.
Q. Do you recall about what time that‘
would have been?
A. I know it was getting dark outside on

May 7th, and we sat and waited for the Lords to
leave. And as they were leaving, they went to a

street over from down by the S&S. It was a street
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« TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

called Read Street.’ And they -- it was a dead end

road, and we went down there and the Lords were
parked on the -- when you came in, they were parked
on thevright—hand side.

And I went and I turned around and I

" parked like, as I'm coming out, three car lengths
“'back.  And Chris got out of the car and he told me

- Jjust to stay right here. - And as we was going, he

picked'up -- it was a rock or a.briCk or something
like that. |

Aﬁd he went. up to the car and-he tried
to break thé back passenger driver's side window,

but it wouldn't break. .

0. What Was he't£ying to get to?
A. The money'that was . in théir car.
@.-  How do you'kﬁOW:there was money in the
car? | |
‘A, Because they -- we watched the Lords

when they came out, and- they had the money bags in

their hands.

Q. Had they dohe this'oq{May,Gth?‘
A. Yes. '
Q.  Did they do this on May.7fh?
A.  Yes, sir. ﬁ

0. When Chris Williams was unsucCessful?in

141
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1 breaking that window, what happened next?
2 A.  He came back to the car.
3 Q. What did he say?
4 A. We were going to wait and follow them
5 and then that's what we did. And then when the
6 Lords left, we knew where they lived, so we ieft

7 Read Street aﬁd we came back to Goose Creek right
8 here in the same -- in this location right here. I
9 drove down this road and I parked off right here.
-10 (Indicating.) | |
11 Q. . Okay. And who was with you at thatA

12 time? .

13 A. Chris Williams.
14 . 0. What did he .do?
15 ' A. He was about -- he got out of the car.

16 I parked right here. I stayed right here, and the
17 Lords came not too long later. And'they turhed

18 down this. road, and Chris got out and he went

19 across"and.that's when the robbery occurred.

20 - (Indicating.)

21 0. Okay. Did you khow what Chris was

22 going to do?

23 .A. Yes, I did.

24 Q. Do you know if Chris had anything on
25  him? |
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and told me’ to pull around And as I pulled out of‘

here, I met hlm'rlght here. (1nd1cat1ng) And he .

-was coming dOWh,here, like, breathlng hard, you

know, picking up things as he came along, and he

got back in the car and we left.

143

TIFFANY RAVENELL‘- DIRECT EXAM BY MR.'CANNON:
A, I know that he»alWays_oarried a pooket
knife. | | - |
Q. Have you seen it before?
A. 4Yes; I have. | »
Q. Can you descrlbe that knife?
Af It's retractable,Alt folds in and folds -
¢out; I know it had a thick blade
‘.A ‘ Q.' Do you<khow if helhad it oh'him that
Cmightz o | ERRE
| | A. ;-I'mhpretty<Sure:f Hetalways:carfies it.
;HIQ. 'Okay ;And on that hight,‘what did he
;say as he got out of the vehlcle° | | |
_.A.‘ To stay rlght there, he 11 be: rlght
‘haok;” : j;?
- ';gfwy OkayﬁSuHoW-lohg»was¢he'gone?
A. ) He‘uash?tTgOne*ef'it'Washlt_even ten .
mihﬁﬁes_e : PR ,
» d: * When dld you actually.next see'him
adain? , o | | B |
dA[ | When he came out because he called me . .
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Q. - What did he have with him?
| A. | He had -- it was a money bag. It was a
blue and black money bag.

Q. Okay. What did he say when he got back

in the car?

A. To get me the hell out of here.

0.  'What did_you,do?

{A. Got out of there.
- Q.- Okay. Which direction . did you go from
':tﬁeré? ' E |
| A  I'left"——“well} this-road came out and:
T made a’right;on —- Ilthihk’that's'érowfieid,

Boulevard, - if I'm not mistaken.’

Q. . Okay. What was he.saying while yoﬁ,
were getting out of there on'Crowfield?'

‘A. " That the_ladyzwoﬁldh't_iet the money-

'.go, that he had to hit her, and he cut Sam.

Q. ‘Okéy;
A. Yes.
Q.-f Did you see anything else while you

were leaving the neighborhood?

A, I saw police coming,. yes. They were

_coming in the direction that we were going and they

were coming.

Q. Were their lights on?
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. Yes, there were. '

Q.  What did you think when you saw that?
_ A. I knew what they were coming.'

Q. Sorry? | |

A. I said, I knew what they were coming

for. v
| . Q. After you picked up Chris and left the
neighbérhood, where did you go?’
| A. 'Béck to Moncké Corner.
Q.  Okay. When yéu got there, what did you
do? | ' |
A. I went down a dead end street looking
for‘his ;ousin's house, and I parked backWardS.

And I took the money out of the bag, and Chris took

" the blue bag that the money was in. And there was
a black floppy disk -- or a black hard drive. And

‘he took all bf'that,and he went in the woods. —-

kind of in the woods and he burned it.

Q.  What did he burn?

A; The black and blue money bag, the '*
disks, and papers that were in the bag.

Q. What did he do with the money?

‘A. The money was in the car.

Q. Do you recall roughly how much it was?

A. Like almost $3,000.
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

I'm sorry?

Almost $3,000.
$3,0007?

Yes, Sir.

How do you know that?
Counted 1it.

How did you split -- what did you do

with the money?

he say?
A.
after that.
Q.
A.

Q.

We split it.
How much did you get?
About eight.

"~ $800°?

Uh-huh.

And after you split the money, what did
Nothing. We went our sepgrate ways
Where did you go?

I went home.

After that night, did you ever come in

contact with Chris Williams again?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir, I did.
When was that?
A couple of days later.

Can you tell us what that conversation
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1 -was about?

2 . a. It wasn't really nothing like that. It
3 wasn't really -- just regular conversation at that
4 kpoiht in:time. |

5 »{QJ  Okay; ~And.after you had‘the

6 ‘.éénversation with him, what did you dé with yéuf'A
1 moneY?  o ‘. S

'8 ""A;- T spent it. .

S vQ. fHdW qui¢kly'did you spend it?
10 -A. ,‘I.wbuldn't‘éay too fast.

.ll | Q. Moviﬁg forward, did - you evervtalk about
12".this évehﬁé | |
i3gl_ ' ‘jA'ﬂ ‘Not feally,'no}' No, sir.

14 . 4>Q;- ;Wha;'was:the'next ﬁhing -- when was the
i'15';gnext‘ﬁimé'thét‘yéuftalked about this robbery?
16, - . A;g This one?v'This'samé}one?
17 0. Yes.
18 o A. -.Téwards.thé‘end of the month.
19 0. - Why was that?
2Q1' A  To’do'it'again;"
‘21r“> 'Q.;'-Whoéé idea was.that?
RFZé ‘. Mr;:Williams. .
23 Q. You say Mr. Williams; you're télking
v24"‘about'cﬁris Williams?‘ - |
25 L A, Yes;"
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1 0. How did that conversation come about?
2 A. ~ We were talking about it and it just

-3 . came up again. Didn't have any money and wanted to
4 dé the same thing again.
5 0. Right. Did you talk about this May 7th
6 . robbery?
7  A. No. _
8 | Q. Mr. Williams wanted to talk about —
9 " Chris Williams wanted to talk about doing this

10 again, what did he say about it?

il - A. This is when ——_weli, I meén, I know

12 anothér guy got involved with it.

13 . Q. Who was that?-

14 . AL - Térry Lewis. -

15 vQ._ What is -- who is Terry Lewis?

16 A. It's actually'Chnis's éoﬁéin,

17 0. Had you ever met Terry before?

18 A.' .Yes.

19 Q. What was yburﬂrelétionship like with

20 Terfyéi
- 21 A. I mean; I knew him..-

22 Q. Okay. Was it on the same level as youil
23 relationship with Chris Williams?.

24 A. No, it was not.

25 Q. Did he say why Terry Lewis was coming
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON e
on board?
A. I mean, at one point in time he said
that he just wanted somebody else for help.
Q. - Okay. Why waé that?
A. - To help with another robbery with the
next one. _
Q. Okay; Did you talk about whé that -
‘person was going to bé? |
A. ffSavaOrd. |
Q. Qkay. Lets talk‘agout the next time --
wheﬁ waé the next time.you showed up at the SS
Mart?
~A. i think June 2nd. 4
Q.  Okay. WhQ'Was With_you that day?'
}A.:,‘éhris,Williaﬁsﬁand Terry Lewis.
'Q: :.Okay.,gWhét véhiCle'were you driving?
A. 2008 Chevy Impala.. '
Q. What'did you observe that daY?
A. Well, them_léaving’again: 4
0. Okay. What did you do?
A. . Well, aé-they were leaving, we left so

we could go back to Goose Creek so.thét'they could
go and set ﬁp. | .

Q. Okay. Did you do that back on'June‘
2nd? - |
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A.
Q.

showed up?

Yes, sir.

Can you walk us on that map where you

Came down here, the same main road, and

A.

I parked in this parking lot. (Indicating.)

Q. Yes.

'A.  And then they e#it the car and they
would come up this way I know. (Indicating.)

Q. Okay. |

A. Ana'down this street right here.
(Indicating.) |

Q. -~ 'All right.  And you -- where did you

'lA.
Q.
A.

Q.

remain during that whole period?

In that‘pérking lot. (Indicating.) -
Whoiwas with you thét_day?
Chris Williams and Terry Lewis.

Okay. 1I'm going to show you what was.

previously marked and entered into evidence as

State's Exhibit 12, and ask you the question while

I'm loading this, do you recall if anybody, Terry

Lewis or Chris Williams, took anything with them --

what they took with them from the vehicle?

A.

I had a Taser and pepper spray 1in my

center console.

Q.

Did Chris have anything with him?



Sw N e

-~ o U

10

11
12
13

14

15

16,
17 .
18

19

20

.21

22
23
24

25

the car. and came around‘here‘(iﬁdicatihg), and like

I said, I'm in the parkiné lot so I can't really
see around there}-,*

0. I understand. I'm going to play you

what's been marked as Statefs‘Exhibit'lZf-’Do5you

recognize the people?

'A.  Yes, I do. |
Q. Who is the guy in the front?
A. . That's Chris Williams.

Q. What ié.he weéring?

151

TIFFANY RAVENELL - DfRECT,EXAM BY MR. CANNON =
A I know he had his pocket knife and my
Taser and pépper spray,.yes. | |
Q. How long were they gone from YOﬁr
vehicle? |
A. I would say almost 30 minutes. . 7
Q. . Okay. What did Chris Williams say when
"he left the Vehiclé? B | .
A. :They were going ﬁo set up.
Q. Okayi_, VV'
A. And that He wbuldzqall me. He would
cali:me. |
0. When yéu say, set up, what do you mean? .
A. On tﬁe Lord's premises.
Q. =Doiyou know wheré;théy4went?
A. When.tﬁey gdt.dut -= they‘gbtﬁout QfAm“\.
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TIFFANY RAVENELI, - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A. A jacket, a hat, khaki pants and
sneakers. |
Q. And who is that in back of him?
A. That's Terry Lewis.
Q. What is he wearing?
A. Looks like-a hooaie and khaki -pants.
Q. And you say this was -- this was -- for

the purpose of this hearing -- or for this trial,

. this video was taken on Juneﬁ2,’2016. Have you

ever seen this video.before?

A.

Q.

No,

I have not.

After'they got out of ydur car and

left, you said they were gone about 30 minutes? .

A.

Q.

A.

night?

A.
that night.
Q.

A.

Yes.

Did Chris Williams ever call ‘you?

Yes,
What

That

Okay.

T do

Okay;

They

What

he did.
did-he say?
they were still there.

Did you ever see the Lords that
not remember seeing them at all
What happened next?

come back to the car.

did they say?
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' TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT'EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. That they were there, it was a dry run,
so they got_in the car and we left and I dropped
them off in Moncks.Corner.

Q. Who did you drop off?

A. Chris Williams and Terry Lewis.
Q. Okay. What did you do next? -
A. - - The same thiﬁg happened:again.
0. . Okay. And do you récali.roughly -- noﬁj

" this was June‘an you said. When was - -the next time

Vthat you had gone to the Lord's property?

AQ I don't recall.
Q. Okay. You Wére arrested June 10th?
‘ A.. Right. o _

0. This was June 2nd when you dropped them

off and were unsuccessful. * Did you go to the -
brbperty-ever'again?- | |

A.. Yes,isir.,

Q. AHonmany times would you.have anewto

that property?

a. I would say’aboﬁt'four df_fiye.

Q.- Okay.~ |

A. If I'm not mistaken, yeah.

Q..‘ And when you wéht to fhe.property, do

you recall who would go with you?:

A. ChriS'Williamé and Terry Lewis, yes. .

153"
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_ TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Okay. Let's talk about -- let's talk
about your -- YOu called it a dry run?
A. Yes.
Q. What is a dry run?
A. Well, basically they were unsuccessful

at getting the Lords basically.

Q.
operation?
' a.

Q.

A.

Qm

A.

Okay. And what would be your mode of

Where would ydu go first?

‘Moncks Corner to pick them up.

To pick up Terry and Chris?
Yes, sir.
Where would you go next?

We would go to Remount Road or

sometimes we would just go straight to Hamlet Park.

Q.

Okay. When you would go -- what was

your purpose of going to the neighborhood?

A,
Q..
A.

Q.

To the neighborhood?

Yeah.

To set up to do the same thing.

‘Every time you went would Terry Lewis

always be with you?

A.
Q.

A.

go.

No, he would not. -

- Why was that?

It was just some days that he wouldn't
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q.
A,

Q.

- Who would go?

Chris Williams.

Okay. And, again, we saw the video of

June.Zhd and you were arrested -

A,

Q.

‘A,

Q-

- June 3rd.

-- 10th?

Yes, eir
That S roughly elght days°
Yes, sir. *

"I know it's been over a. year ago. How

many tlmes would you say you had gone to the

property durlng that elght day perlod°

. A.

A

to get

Q.

.3

Q.

‘mét's talk‘about’ June 10th.

About four or- flve that I can recall

. You know what I mean? .
I.understand%i

Yes, sir.

Yes.

Whatftime didhyou*go to Moncks Corner

Chris Williams that day?

A.

Q..

I don't recall at the time.

. Was it'light'outside?'
7Yes,‘1t was. T '7) ’ '3;
Who got in the car w1th you9A

Chrls Wllllams and Terry Lew1s dld
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q.

A.

Q.

What vehicle were you driving?
2008 ChevyVImpala.

On June 10th, which is the day that you

gbt arrested, what did you do when you picked them

up?

A.
Road?

" A.

We went to Remount Road.

- And what did. you bbserVe,at Remount

The‘Lords leaving, and as they Were

leavingj,we went back to Hamlet Park and Chris and

Terry went to set up. .

—

A.

here.

them?

sir.

Let's walk through that map. Where did

you f—,whefe»did~you'park that day?
j"Right here-at Hamlet Park (indicating),

~and we got out -and they“went‘to the premises over

Okayl( Do you know what they'had with
T know Taser and pepper spray, Ves,

What about Chrié Williams?

He had the Taser and pepper spray.

Did yoﬁ-see the knife?

His knife was always in his pocket.

So you never saw it. You're just
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - D‘IRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
-aésumiﬁg that he had a knife on him?
| A Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. What did Chris Williams say when
he got out of the vehicle?
A. ‘They went to set up, and whéﬁ they got

back to wherée they were, Chris called me and he
told me to honkAmy_hbrn when I éaw the Lords;
While we were on the phone; he‘thd me to honk it
to see if he could hear it. And T did and he
could. And‘he told me to honk it when they were
passing by.

0. What was the next thing you remember
that night? | |

a. Tﬁe Lords passed by and I remember

honking my horn. And 'as I went to leave out of the

parking — well,. the parkiﬁg spot, I was travelling.

down this road rightfhere (indicating), and that's

when I“got.ihtercépted by poiiCe:

g. Did you ever see Chris Williams again?
| A. No, Ildid}not; 

0. Did he ever call you on ﬁhelbhone?

A. Before that.

Q. What did he say?
A. Before we got arrested?

Q. Yes.
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A.

passing by,

This was before, when the Lords were

what I did -- I called him and told him

they were passing by again. And after that, I

pulled out and that's when I got intercepted by

police.

Q.
happened?
A,
Départment;
Q.

night?

question.

Okay. What was the next thing that

I got transported to Goose Creek Police

-Did you speak with law enforcement that

Yes, I did.

Who did you speak with?

Investigator Powell."

Whét did you tell Powell that night?
That -- | |

MR. SMALDONE: objeétion.

THE COURT: ‘WhatYs the basis?

MR. SMALDONE: Hearsay.

THE COURT: 1Is there an exception?

MR. CANNON: I will withdraw the

THE COURT: All right.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q.

Over the course of the time from
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT'EXAM‘BY MR. CANNON

May 7th to June 10, 2016, who gave you directions

on what to do?

A. I'mean;_Chris.gave'some directions.A I
mean, I had my own inputs, but Chris would be the
one to tell me he would like to have eyes on them

and thlngs llke that or how to do certaln thlngs,

'~Qj. When you say, tellvmevhe would like to

'have eyes -on them.——g

A He would like- to see where the Lords

- were at all times ba51cally

' Q. FOkay. How did he act about this whole
_lrobbery?
'fAf_f I can' t really -- I don t know how to

_answer that questlon

h MR CANNON: .LOkay. ‘Beg the Court's.

1ndulgence9

BY MR CANNON

h‘Q.'; Durlng that tlme perlod what klnd of

‘car dld Chrls have9“’

A, A car?

0.  Yes.
A.  He did not have a car.
Q.  What was his mode of tranSportation?

A. I was his mode of transportation. -
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. And what kind of phones were you -using
during this time period? '

A. Well, I had a regular phone through4a'
company, and then I had an EBT phone. It was a
touchscreen black phone.

Q.  What abouthhris; do you know?

A, He‘had anAEBT‘phone. |
vQ.n Okay. vAre those.known as burner
phones?

A; ~:Yes,451r .

Q. And so they re bought in the store, and

.that s where you get -- |
‘A. No. They actually had a tent set’ ‘up on

- the side of the road for people that get EBT, and

you can get a phone through them like that.
Q. Okay. And you are here today, but have
you'been charged in this case?-
A. No, I have not.
Q. You have not been charged in the

robberles of the Lords°

A. Oh, yes, I have. I'm sorry.

Q. Are you nervous today?

A. Yes, I am.

Q. Have you ever testified in court

before?
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A. No, I have not.
Q. And you say -- I asked you if you were

charged, you said yes. Have you pleadkguilty in
this case? |
. A. Yes, I have.
Q. Has the State promised you anything for
your-guilty plea? ‘ v
A, ANo,:they have not.

Q. Are you relying on the State to make a

. promise to you?

A. No, 'I'm not.

0. And ybu'pled guilty. What did you

Aplead guilty to?

A. 'Criminél conspiracy and attempted armed.
_rObbery.' , |
| - Q. How do you feel about.what‘happenéd?
A.: Very remoréeful. _If"I could do it all

" over again, I wouldn't do it.: I feel bad about the

whole'sitﬁation; |
. MR. CANNON: No further questions at
ﬁhis timé{ s | | |
| THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone..
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. SMALDONE:

Q. ~ The State hasn't promised you anything

161
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

to testify?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

No, they have not.

Did you pleéd guilty to armed robbery?
No, I did not.

Did yoﬁ plead guilty to kidnapping?
No) I did not.

Did you plead guilty to another count

of kidnapping?

A.
Q.
A.
charges.
Q.

A.

robbery?

A.

Q.

No, I did not.
Okay. Did they dismiss those charges?

I don't have —— I didn't have those
You weren't charged with those?
No, I was not.

You were never charged with armed

With armed‘robbery, yes.

_You were charged with armed robbery?

Yes.

Did you plead guilty to armed robbery?
No, I did not.

Okay.

Attempted armed robbery.

Attempted armed robbery. And you know

that armed robbery carries 10 to 30 years?
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

A. .

relevant.

approach?

Yes, sir. . ‘
MR. CANNON: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Sustaired.

MR. CANNON: Punishment is not

- THE COURT: Counsel, do you want to

MR. SMALDONE: T do.

(Bench conference.)

THE COURT: You've heard testimony

about pdtential-puniéhment‘that-soméone‘may face.

V'forvafparticular charge. That is not to be’

discussed in your determination on the.defendant's

guilt or innocence. It is used to show bias ‘in .

this‘particﬁlar-instance.-

. 0.

robbery?

A.

Q.

robbery?

A.

Q. -

‘Note your exception to my ruling. You
‘may continue. R
BY MR. SMALDONE:

‘You were originally chaiged'with armed

Yés, sir.

Okay:“You did not pleadvto that armed

No, sir.

You made a deal?

163
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
A. No, I did not.
Q. They just dismissed it?
A. I don't know_the answer to that:
question. _
Q. Why»are.you testifying today?
A. I don't khow how té énswer that
question. |
0. You .answer the question that I asked

you. That's how youbanswer it. You talk. You see

the microphone in front of you?
MR. CANNON:  Objection, Your Honor:
He has no reason to badgér the witness;,t

THE COURT: Watch your attitude.

- BY MR. SMALDONE:

0. You didn't plead guilty to armed
robbery? | |

A.. No, I did not.

Q. Okay. The;State_dismissed that charge.
Did it?. |

A, I'm ---if I plead guilty to attempted
armed robbery, then? yes. A |
Q. And you've already pled guilty to
attempted armed fobbery? |
A.- Yes.

Q. And you know that charge carries no
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"TIFFANY RAVENELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

. mandatory minimum? -

A.

Q.

Yes.

So you know that by testiinng you

© could avoid prison?

A.

Q.

is?

A.

Q.

No.

Do you know what: a mandatory minimum

Yes, I do.

You know what something without a

mandatory minimum is?

A.

"I've never been in this situation so

"I'm still learning.

A.
. Q'
- Al

Q.

You pled QUilty?
Yes. :
Is. that right?
Yes. '

All‘right.7:So you know that you could

v“possibly»avoid~goingfto prison by testifying?

"Right? -

I guess so.
You just showed up today to testify?

Yesf

Is that right? Are you under Subpoena?

Yes.

Did‘yOufplead guilty to this offense in -
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

exchange for your testimony?
A. No, sir. _
MR. SMALDONE: Okay. All right. Beg
the Court's indulgence?
THE COURT: Take your time.
BY MR. SMALDONE:A
Q. All right. Just as to clarify, what.
were.Qou originally charged with'in this case?
A.  Armed robbery, criminal -- two armed

robberies, criminal conspiracy.

Q: Two armed:fobberies and two criﬁinal
aconspiracies?‘ | |

A, Yes. A

Q. ‘You weren't charged with attempted“

armed robbery?

A. No, sir. |

Q. Okay. -You weré‘charged with
kidnapping? - |
| A, No, sir.

Q. All right. Two armed robberies, right?

A. .Yes. |

Q. Two conspiracies?

A. - Yes.

Q. And what did you plead guilty-to?

A. Criminal conspiracy and an attempted
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TIFFANY RAVENELL - REDIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

armed robbery.

Q.

A.

~ questions.

So the State dismissed charges?

I guess so.

MR. SMALDONE: All right. No further

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR, CANNON:

Q.

- Ms. Ravenell, do you know what your

sentence could be?

A.

Q.

A.

this wiﬁnesél

No, I do not.

Has the State made you any_promiséS?

lfNo, they have not..

How does it féei to tell the truth?

'it‘s-What yOuifé‘supposéd;;o d¢;
- Have you doné so-today?  S
_'Yes?ijhave.tw.: ‘
TQ.both atﬁofneys; queStionS?
. - Yes, I have. o

“ MR. CANNON;~ No fﬁrther’queStionS<for‘

. THE COURT:- 'Mr. Smaldoneﬁ any re-cross?

MR. SMALDONE: No re-cross.

THE COURT: Ms. Ravenell,'you may_stép»

- down. This is.an'appropriaté-time»for‘us to take a

167 167
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NICHOLAS SMITH - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

break. Are we good?
THE JURY FOREPERSON: We're good.

THE COURT: Call your next witness.

S MR. CANNON: - Judge, may Ms. Ravenell

be released from —

THE COURT: Any objection,

Mr. Smaldone? She's still under subpoena. We'll

~do it that way.

- MR. SMALDONE: All right.
'THE COURT: You're free téigo. Step._
éutgidé; you'ré free to go. |
y | THE COURT: Who is your next witness?
MR. CANNON: Nick Smith.

~ NICHOLAS SMITH,

» beinq first dulylsworn, testified as follows:

_ - THE CLERK: Please state your full name’
and épell your last1' , - -
- THE WITNESS:~ Nicholas Smith, last name
is S-M-I-T-H. - L
" DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Good afternoon, Nick. How are you?
A ' Good. How are you?
Q. - Doing well. Thanks.

Where are you currently employed?
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NICHOLAS SMITH - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A. City of Goose Creek Police:Department.
.Q. How long have you been there?
A. Almost a year and nine months.
Q. Okay. Do you recall roughly when you
started? | |
. A, The beginning of November 2015.
Q. Okay. And what are your
 respbnSibilities currenfly with the Goose Creek
" Police Départment?
;A.A I'm a patrol officer.
Q; Wére thoéé —- Can you tell us what
those‘responsibilities entail?
4,A°‘ I patrol throughout the city, respond |
to crimes, investigate certain :crimes, conduct
traffic stops and stuff liké thaf.<
0. .Were'thosevresponsibilities the samé
" back in May of 20162 “ |
. .FA.' Yes, sir. .
Q. | Ha&e you ever testified in a trial
befofe? |
| A! Trial like this, no, but trial to my

court, yes.
Q. When you say your court, -are you
talking about magistrate court?

A. Municipal court.

169



170

10
11
12

13

14
15
16

17

18

19

20
21
22
23
24
25

< oy s W N

170

NICHOLAS SMITH - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Were you working on May 7, 20167

A. Yes.

Q. What were you doing that night?

A. I was in field training with Officer
Elder. We had just gotten to the station. .

‘0.  Okay. What do you remember from that
night? | | / B

A. As soon as we got to the stétion, we

were still in the station and our dispatchers
dropped tones and tOld’us that there was an»arméd.
robbery in progress'in the Hamléts; We responded_ f
to | . .,’ which ié‘where the armed

robbery was at.

Q. Who was drivihg?

A. - I was.

Q. Ckay. And you say,yéu wefe with Larry
Elder?

A. Yeé, sir.

Q. Who is Larry Elder?

A. Currently, he's overseas.

Q. Okay. Do you know what he's doing
there? J

A. He's in the Air Force, I believe.

Q. When you got to , what

did you first observe?




N o s w N = .

10

11
12

13
g
15
e
o
18

19

20 .-
21

22
23
24
25

| ! 171
NICHOLAS SMITH - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. When I first got there, I observed
several.officers on scené already aS'wélilas
medical pérsonnel fo attend to one of the victims
who had a . stab wound to his hand.

AQ. - What did you learn on scene?

A. I learned that a black male had

’preseﬁted a khife,and cut .one of the.victimé on the

~hand and theh‘fled fromrthe'Scene.with two of three

money -bags. :

Q.- - Okay. I'm,going~to show yéu”What's

'been‘ehtéred4as Exhibit 3. Do YOu‘recognize'thét?

Vv

" A.  Yes, sir.
0. _ What is that? .
'A. - This is the house, -
Q. .UAQd‘iS“that the house’ you responded,to

",Qn:MaY~j; 20167

‘“A;L_ffyés,”
.':Q3'";And_do_you recall that .area?
AL 'Yés,nsir. Tbatfsvthe driveway that'

leads to the back of the house.

Q. Okay. Thumbing through to Exhibit 8.

Do you recognize that picture?

A.  Yes.

Q. What is that on the ground right there?
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NICHOLAS SMITH - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. Blood from the victim.

Q. Okay. And where was the Victim
injured?

A. In his hand. .

Q. . Okay. . What all did you do on scene
that night?

A. OnCe we got on sceﬁe, we wefe advised

that the suspects had fled through the woods. So
once Officer Joneslgot on scene, we‘conducted a K9
track through the wOodstwhich didn't lead anywhere.
And then»affefvthat, I took a statemént from Lili'
Lord; one of the victims, and I alSo'géthered a

cheek swab from Lili as well.

- Q.  Did you ever lbcate any suspects that
night? |
' AL No,.sir.
Q.- After responding to

, and yoﬁ did the duties andﬂresﬁonsibilities
YOu just'discusSed, what‘else.did you do'Qn‘the
case? |

A._A Noﬁhing.

Q. Okay. One more question here, Officer
Smith. What county is this address in?

A. Berkeley County.

Q. What city?
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JUSTINVHART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A.. Goose Creek.
MR. CANNON: No further questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.
MR. SMALDONE: No quéstions for this
witnéss; |
THE COURT: Okay. You may step down.
Feel free to stay w1th us, but also free to go
Call your next w1tness. -
MR. CANNON: State calls Justin Hart.

JUSTIN HART,

being “first duly sworn, ‘testified as follows

_THE CLERK: .Please state your full name

Aand'Spell your last,

THE WITNESS: Justin Lee Hart. Last
name 1s spelled, H- A R T

DIRECT EXAMINATION

'BY MR. CANNON:

Q. - Good'morningf Investigatof'Hart;~ How
ére you?‘ r |
A. Fine. How afe_you?'
Q. . Doing well.

.- Where are you currently employed?

A. Currently employed with the Goose Creek

Police Departmént. Been employed for approximately:

six years now.
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. And what is‘your current capacity at
Goose Creek?

A. I'm currently an investigator with
Goose Creek. 1I've been an investigator coming up
on six months now.

. Q.  Prior to you becoming an investigator,

‘what was YOur role with Goose Creék?

A. Just prior, I spent three years on.
patrol. During the time frame of this incident, I
was a strategicaliy assigned officer. It was a
unit where we were put in high crime areas and we

did answer citizens' complaints and tried to answer

questions.

Q.  Was thét the role you were.in on May 7,
20167

A. Cofrect. It's. similar to a patrol

function, but slightly different.

Q. Was there anything special about your
vehicle you were opefating at that time?

A. Yes. My vehicle was outfiﬁted with an
automatic license plate reader. It's the only
vehicle in the City of Goose Creek that had that
system on it. |

Q. Okay. And let's bring your attention

to May 7, 2016. Where were you that evening?
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JUSTIN HART -* DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Aa. I was working an off-duty assignment at

Chick—fil—A,ih‘Goose Creek'looated oh Saint James

Avenue. And at that time I heard the dispatch call’

out that there had been an armed'robbery in the

-'locatioh of the Hamlet ahd I responded.

'Q,- Okay Roughly, how far is-it from that

Chlck Fll -A to that address'>

A, I would guess approx1mately four ad to.-
five miles. |
Q. Do you recall what-route you~took that
hight?‘ - | | | '
| A. I did. Traffic‘was probably light to

medium. I left the Chickefil—A parking_lotL took>a4

' left onto Saint James Avenue,“made a right'onto

Centennial Boulevard, which is the most direct

) route to the Hamlets.

Made a. rlght onto Crowfield Boulevard

'iand then I actually proceeded to the Stratford High

.School parking:lot to set up perlmeter

Q. Were you successful 1n.locatihg'anybody
that night? -
A. That night there was a suspicious

vehicle in the parking lot of Stratford High

School. I got out with the vehicle and determined
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

that it didn't have anything to do with the
incidenf. So my primary role that night was to
provide security on the perimeter.

0. What was traffic like that night?

A. It was light to medium. It was pretty

"well traveled on Saint .James Avenue, but once you

get onto Crowfield Boulevard side, it was very

light traffic.

Q. Was it light outside?
"A.  No, it was dark, sir.
Q. Okay. When you arrived oﬁ scene, what

did you learn? o | ‘

A. I had learned -- it was more Jjust

‘régurgitatidn from what dispatdh‘had told over the

radio, that there had been ah armed robbery_on

Norfolk Way. The suspect was armed with a knife,

~and after the robbery had occurred, he had fled

intb the wood lineltoward Hamlet Park which was
adjacent to the victim's residence.
'_Q. And what were your-responsibilities
that night arriving on scene?
A. It was simply perimeter. T was just
going off of the information that I had heard on
the radio and from what officers had told me, and I

just created a perimeter and was on the lookout.
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We had no idea where the subject had fled to.
0. Did you do anything else that night on
this case? | |
| A. I did. I ended up in Hamlet Park. I

made contact with Officer Wegner and he, again,

’fregufgitated the information that I had. learned
‘over the radio.’ WéJdid'a cursory -search of -
 "anything that might have been missed by the K9 or

» tHe officers that initially responded, -and I met

briefly with officers on scene at‘the.victim's
residence, but I'didﬁ't have any direct-interaction
with the victims.

Q. . Was that the last time“you had any

interaction in this case -- involvement in this
case?
a. No, no, sir.

Q. What was the next point during your-job_

where you got;involvedAih thig case?

A. I want to say it was JuneZGth was my
next,interaction. ‘There was an operation conducted
based off the victim's obsérvatibns, suspicious

activity at the residence. And I was not present

for the first couple of days because I was on

vacation during that time.

Q. I see. And when you say
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

1 surveillance -- you got involved with the

2 surveillance you said?

-3 A. That's correct.

4 Q. And what was your role in that?

5 A. It was looking out. I was iocated on
6 Norfolk Way at a residence facing toward Hamlet
7 Park. We were observing the vehicle pulling into

8 the park and had observed the suspects exit the

9 vehicle and walk down Hamlet Park»as they were
10 conducting their own surveillance on the victim's
11 . residence.‘
12 ' MR. CANNON: Okay. Permission to
13 approach‘the_Witness?

14 THE COURT: You may.

15 BY MR. CANNON:

16 Q. i'mlgoing to show you-this‘laser

17 pointer.b Do you recognize this map?

18 ‘A, I do, sir.

19 ;Q.. VI'm not going to block the jury, but

20 does this map accurately reflect HamletiPark in May

21 of 20167

22 A. Yes.
23 , Q. The top button will shoot a red laser.
24 A. Okay. |

25 Q. You say you were there as part of
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

sirveillance on June 6; 2016?. 4
) A, Yes, slr;‘6th through the.lothp‘lf T
recall correctly. |
| 'Q. Okay;

~A.. I believe, if T recall June 5th was'

" the flrst sighting of the vehicle. I wasn't:
present for that ~but the follow1ng day I was.

.gThat was: w1th Investlgator Tremblay and

Investlgator Powell on the 5th.
. 'And on that map;-can you»position-where

yOu4were~located?<~Or:show where you were located.

SUAL - Right here;u_(Indicatfng})r
Q. What vehicle were‘you in?
A, We'were'in a Town‘and‘Country van).one'

of our- unmarked vehlcles, undercover vehlcles lWe-;
n‘were pulled forward 1nto the drlveway looklng at_.

:the parklng lot of Hamlet Park

va; Which part-of thehvehiole'were yaﬁg~

A. I was p051tloned in the drlver S seat

facing. forward w1th the dlrect llne of 51ght to the_

parklng lot, and Investigator Powell was in the
rear of‘the vehicle facing out for any potential -
foot trafflc that was observed. | |

our What dld ‘you observe that day°
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
A. . June 6th -- I believe the 6th and 7th
hothing was observed on those two days.
MR. CANNON: I'm going to show him --
 this is his report.
' MR. SMALDONE: .Okay.
MR. CANNON: -Permission to'approech
the witness? B | |
' THE COURTi You may.
BY MR. CANNON: |
0.  You mentioned June 5th. I'11 let you

_ look at that to refresh your memory on the report

. to be certain on dates.

A. This was.on June 10th. Tt was the
night of the actual takedown. |

0. All right: And it tells -- .what were-'
the dates. the survelllance started°‘“”ff“

- A I believe it was June 3rd through the

10th.v

‘Q. " What were yeur ohservationé in the back
of the ‘unmarked van -faced towards Hamlet Park?

| A. At that tlme the vehicle had been

recognized as Tlffany Ravenell's. So it was the

~day -- the 5th,'és I recall correctly, the license

plate was taken from that vehicle and the vehicle

was identified.
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" JUSTIN HART —_DIRECT'EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Okay. -And with that information, what
did you do? :
A.'. With me having the access to the

automatic license plate reader database, I useéd

* that Vehiclé tag and put it into the database,. and

it ‘was at that timé that we recognized that same

vehicle we .had been watching in the-Hamlet Park was

' associated with the initial incident back in May.

" Q. And real quickly, can you tell the jury
what the automatic license plate reader is?

‘A. Yes. It's a camera system. They're

throughbut“the tri—cbunty area; some are mobile and

‘some of them are stationary. What these cameras:do

is,they capture the license plates from the back of

‘the vehicles. And it doesh't take any personal

data from vehicles. ' It simply .logs the license

plates that are collected and it also takes a
picture of the'veﬁicle at the time the licenée
plate is collected.

The GPS coordinates, as well as the

date and time of those pictures are logged as well

in the database.
0. Okay. And you said some of these are
mobile and some arevétationary?

A. Correct. .
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. You mentioned earlier that your vehicle
was outfitted with ALPR?

A. Yes, it was the only one. And it's
.still the only one outfitted in Goose Creek.

Q. After you were able té determine the
,licénse plate, what did you'do with_that
information? ”

Aa. The information was then run through

the database, and it was observed that that vehicle
on the May date was on Remount Road at .-

approximately 9:26_p.m.,-roughly, and the vehicle-

was then seen again roughly-a half hour later. about

9:58, 9:57 p.m. when my mobile unit collécted data
from it. |
MR. CANNONE Perﬁission to approach?
THE COURT: You may. |
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. I'm going to show you what was

premarked as Exhibits 10 and 11. Do you recognize )

those?
A. i do, sir.
Q. What are they?
A. Those would be the photographs that I

just described from the license plate reader

capturing the vehicle from the GCPD mobile one,
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- JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

which would be my vehicle, and the NCPD which would

be North Charleston Pollce Department Remount

ARoad. 4

| Eéch of‘theee.licenSe plate'reedere‘aS‘
‘well; they're all uniquely'identified by}their~
location,*what they're'used"for So:ittwouid'be

. GCPD moblle for a moblle unit in Goose Creek.

Q. - How are these documents generated°
,iA.~ I'm not a tech expert so T can't tell

you how they're uploaded into the system, but I do

'know that SLED malntalns the database.

~”er But would you have to input that

flnformatlon to actually get ‘the populated document

of these pr1ntouts9
A. © That' s correct
MR. CANNON: At this time, the State
wouldvmove to enter‘IO'and,ll-rnto ev1dence,-
| - ' THE COURT: Any objection? -
'”MR.-SMALDQNE- ”No'objection;

THE COURT: At this tlme, State"s 10

.and 11 1nto ev1dence w1thout

'objectlon.‘

- (PLF. EXH. 10 in evidence.)
(PLF. EXH. 11 in evidence.)

' MR. CANNON: : At this time, I would
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‘JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
like to publish 10 and 11 to the jury.
| THE COURT: You may.
BY MR. CANNON:
Q. I'm going to show you Eﬁhibit 10. Can

-you use the laser pointer and show us the dates and

locations that you were referencing?

A. Yes, sir. It's not -- it's not working
on the TV.’
Q. - Are you able to -- the third line down,

the capture date, is that what you're referencing?

A. .That is the capture date of May 7,

2016, at 9:29 p.m.

0. And what was‘the-loCation_of_this
camera?’” |

A. That was Remount Road in North
Charleston. | | |

Q. Okay; Are you able to determine what

kind of vehicle this is?
A. Yes.- It's a silver Impala. -

Q. i'mvgoing to show you the next exhibit .

“which is Exhibit 11. Again, that's the,éame'

license plate as the previous exhibit?
a. That is the same license plate.
Q. And where was this captured?

A. It was captured on Centennial
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JUSTIN_HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Boulevard. | |

Q. Okay. And what'date and time?

A. That was going to be on May 7th at
9:58 p.m.

Q. Okay. And it says, rear traffic. What
does the rear traffic;mean?

A. So the vehicle is outfitted with four

cameras. You have a parking camera that runs --

shoots directly perpendicular from the vehicle for

‘parking lots. You have a forward facing camera on

the passenger side that faces forward so I can

capture vehicles as I pass them or they pass me. .
And ybu have a'téar facing camera on the back side

of the driver's side that captures the vehicles -

~going away:_-And then there's'another forward

facing camera on the driver's side as well.

v . .
And so what that was, that would be the,

left rear driver's side camera that captured that

vehicle. -So the vehicle was approaching me in the

opposite direction.

MR. CANNON: Okay. All right. Thank
you. |
Permission to approach the witness.
. THE COURT: You may.

MR. CANNON: Thank you.
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

BY MR. CANNON:
Q. Do you recognize this?
A. I do.
Q. What is that?
A. That would be the DVD of my in-car

video the night of the May 7th incident.

Q. How do you know that?
A. Because I've reviewed it.
Q. Is that a Complete and accurate

depiction of your in-car video from May 7, 20162

A. Yes.

Q. - Does it appear to be alte&ed in any
bway?

A. No.

MR. CANNON: At this time, thé State
would move Exhibit 2 into evidence.

THE COURT: 'Any-objection?

MR. SMALDONE: No objection.

THE COURT: State's 2 into evidence
without objection. You may publish.

(PLF. EXH. 2 in evidence.)
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Investigator Hart, these are the two

ALPR reports. The second one, Exhibit 11, had a

time of 9:58 which would have captured your -- from
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
your in-car -- your camera.
" A. . Yes, sir
. I'm gorng to play you your in-car video

from that night.

‘A. I do apologize. .My sirens -were not

n’working,‘so.Igwas a little cohfhsed_in the'initial
_response. A little comic'relief for .you all.

‘3. S (Video'piayedyih“open‘court.)'

BY MR. CANNON:-

0.. I want to paﬁse right there>- Do you-'

' know what road you were on at that p01nt°-

'A.' At Centennlal Boulevard that I'm

QCurrentlyvon

’ Q. Where is Centennlal in relatlon to the
Chlck £il-A and then h_ ‘y S _. 2 |
fA-. oI would 'say maybe a half -= Centennlal

'is probably. about. a -half mile-from Chick—fil—A
roughly and maybe three ish mlles from the Hamlets.

Q. I don t thlnk your srrens were working

- that night?

"A. - 'No. The issue was-resolved after that.-

(Video playedtin opeh court.)
BY MR. CANNON:
0. Are you able to -- I'm sorry, I

apologize, it's really hard to see on that TV, but

187



188

fnN

~ o U

11

1o
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

188
JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

on the bottom of that in-car video, you may be able

to get down and see bétter, what time is that right

there?
A. Is it okay if I kind of lean over?
Q. You can step down if you need to.
A. It's going to be 9:574§.m.jj

Q. Okay.: And. it says .02577 -

A.  Or 21:57.

Q. And that»equates‘to 9:57?

A PIM. | _

0. If we look back at Exhibit 11 on the
ALPR report, it did have a time stamp on there.
Here it is 9:58,'whiéh‘is roughly about 30 seconds,b
maybe a minute off that?

© A. Correct.

Q. Do you know-if those clocks are synced?-
A. No, I do not know how close they're

synéed.. The ALPR unit from4my understanding goes
off the satellité'time like your cell phone_wouid.
The in-car camera is manually programmed. It's
going to be roughly off 30 seconds to a minute.
Q. This vehicle that is approaching you,
do you know what type of vehicle it is?
| Al I can't tell you looking at the video

alone, no.
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

0. Roughly, though, that's within 30

seconds of where the ALPR from your vehicle latchéd

"on to the Chevrolet Impala

A. Correct.
(Video played in open court.)
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. I'm going to stop it right there, but

. for that minute and a half after we paused it

189

before, did you observe any vehicles coming in your .

, direction?
 ‘A; No.
Q. Okay. What is your assumption then -

from.reviewing that in-car video?
A. That the vehicle we witnessed last on

Centennial Boulevard was the suspect vehicle

fleeing the scene.

. Q. Okay. Did.you have -- at that time

period, did you have a description of any véhicleé?_

A.  We had‘ho'véhiclé"description._ The -

-last known information we had was. that the suspect

had run into the wood line towards the Crowfiéld'-

lake system.

‘0. Okay. You stated earlier -- I want to
move back into the surveillance aspect of this

case, your involvement. You made mention of being
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

parked in a van viewing Hamlet Park. Did you do
anything else in this case?

A. T did. For the later few days, we
conducted the surveillance. It was a roiling

surveillance that was conducted, as well, on the

vehicle where we followed it into Moncks~Corherh

Q. .. Do you recall when that was?

A. I would have to refér‘to the incident

report. I want to say it was June 8th, but just to

be 100 percent, I woﬁld like to refer to the

incident report.

Q. Were you in charge of this
invest@gation? .
| A. I was not. I was simply ahbther set of
eyes. | |
0.. If dates were misstated, is that
because -- what woﬁld be the reason for you

, misstating dates?

A. It would be because I wasn't the
initial  investigator on the scene. I was a second

set of eyes.

Q. Who was involved in that rolling
surveillance? |
a. Investigator Powell and Sergeant

McElman and PFC Mitchum and myself.
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uUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. How many days were-rolling surveillance
conducted? |
A-. -We did+0ne day:of rolling surveillanCer
Q.‘ Where dld that start? |
~AA; It started in Hamlets -- from the
Hamlet suhdivision and followed them =- it was the‘

.same dlrectlon of travel that - was located on- the

,ALPR. They took a right onto Crowfleld Boulevard

a left ontq‘Centennlal Boulevard, followed that to_

GainsborOugh Boulevard, where they’tOok a left,

Awe followed them into Moncks Corner from that

© Q. Okay Was that the only thlng -— was

~that the last thlng you dld 1n the case° «Mﬁ‘

AL No. - The flnal day -—- as I recall

hJune lOth was the final day of the survelllance

;when they attempted a second armed robbery on

,er. Lord s it
:o.‘ Where were you p051tloned that- day°"
" A. That same location; we were 1njthe

"driveway of this residence here. We observed the’
silver Impala approximately in this location of the

- park. -I‘observed‘tworhlack males exit the vehicle

and there was another;suspect, which was later

determined to be Ms. Ravenell. She had exited
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JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

briefly and walked. around and gotten back in the
vehicle.

We were in communication with Mr. Lord
that‘whole‘time.- Ihvestigator Powell was. I
remember as- Mr. Lord'é‘vehiCle passed the park, we

heard.a‘vefy loud honk. It wasn't like a normal

g.get—out—of—thefway.“ It was probably a good second,

- two-second honk, blaring honk,vand we all - I

femember‘lockiné eyés with Investigator Pdwell aﬁd
we knew tha; the,show_was.ébout to start,
Q. . What was the;next thing you did?
VA,, ’The'next.thing wé,did, hear radio

communication. I can't recall who -— Sergeant.

. McElman saying that théy had made. contact- with two

' subjeéts in the bushes.-

0.. What did you do?
A. . I threw the vaﬁ'ih reverse and we came

to a stop right here, at which time I exited the

. van and ran .to provide support for Seréeant McElman

and PFC Mitchum. We had to triangulate them.
» When I made contact, the two suspects
were in the prone position just outside the bushes.
Q. Was anybody with you at that time?
A. Yes. I was accémpanied by Sergeant

McElman, PFC Mitchum, and Investigator Powell was
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'.JUSTIN HART - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

closély behind.

Q. Afﬁer they were in that position, what
did you do.next?- | |

A. I assisted with thé arrest. We jointly
placed fﬁem under arrest. I remember putting
Mr. Lewis in handcuffs. I can't recall who put
Mr. Wiliiams in‘haﬁdcuffs. |

- We eécorted them from the rear of the

residence to the front where they were searched
incident to arrestﬂand.placed in separate patrol
vehicles and‘they were tranéported to the -Goose
Creek Police Department.

PFC Mitchum also, at thé time, had
mentioned that when they made contact they observed
the two suspects.

MR. SMALDONE: AObjeqtion; hearsay.

THE.COURT:.'Ié'there'an exception? |

MR. CANNON: There isn't, Your Honor . -

' THE COURT: Sustained.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Did you make'any obsefvations after you
approached them'Where they were in that iﬁifial
prbné position?

AL’ I did. We searched’tﬁe area of the

bushes, and a Taser, a pink can of Mace€, and a

193
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JUSTIN HART - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
knife was located in the bushes.
Q. - Can you point with that laser pointer’
where you're talking about?
a. This thicket of bushes where they had
been crouched in just prior to them coming out;
TQ. Again, what did you observe in that
area? |
A. It was a pink Mace can, a knife, and a
Taser.
Q. Okay. After they were placed in cars

. and taken to Goose Creek, did you do anything else

in this case?
‘A. I didn't have any involvement with the

questioning or anything with that investigation.

Q. You never spoke to any of the
defendants? \
A.  No.

MR. CANNON: No‘further questions.
THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.
CROSS~EXAMINATION
BY MR. SMALDONE:
| Q. I want to clear a few things up. You
did not observe the initial attack, correct?
A. - Correct.

Q. All right. And I'm a little confused.



S ARV S M SR UV SN N S

195 195

'~ JUSTIN HART - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
The second incident, you did not personally observe

anYone until they were alréady'under arrest or

about to be under arrest?

A. Correct.

Q. So you never witneséed-anyone approach

the Lords, right? -

- A. - No. |
-8 L Q. i'Yoﬁ just:got there éfterwards?
‘-9 A.','Well, we Were:in —— rightﬂl Right. '
10 Observation? No} I did not observe them éomejout
“11 of the bushes. | -‘ |
12 Q. You‘gbt to the immediate area
-13,  a££erwards,:ri§h£?-_. .- |
14 _A.  Right. J
) i5» ‘ﬂQ..-_Yéu wéré-in»the gehéral‘area?i
16 AL élYeélﬁ | “ 4 |
:ij . Q. A*QkaylliAndeiﬁh fhe 1icénse‘platef‘
viSF'fréadef;vyOu weréJtheionly car‘iﬁ-bese.Creéklthat
’19"fﬁas ﬁhét?'  - ,
20i5  B VuA!'i.Correct{:
él ZZQ. ;Aﬁa'you'éan't'see who's in'tﬂé car,
© 22 correct?‘v |
03 S Cofréct} | |
’ 24 fQ... Ail right. And you'can't see ﬁhév
25~ . : L

passengers, right? .
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1 A. Correct.

2 0. You can't see if there are passengers?
3 A. Correct.

4 Q  All it is is a license plate reader?

5 A. It is a license plate.reader. |

6 Sometimes you can see -- based on lighting

7 conditions, you can see objects in_the vehicle and

8 passengers, but on these occasions‘you can't see'

9  inside the vehicle.
10 . Q. I have one more question. There was a
11 ~knife'located in“thebarea?
12 A iYes,
13 : “ - Q. ALl right. And that was alongside the
14 pepper»spray or the Mace or whatevér_it was? |
15 ‘ | A. »AIt.was pepber spray,‘Taser‘and‘Ivrécall

16- there being a knife in the bushes.

17 . . 0. And all three were in the bushes?
18 - . A, In the general area.. |
19 MR. SMALDONE: All right. No further

20 'questionsvfor you.

21 ; THE COURT: Redirect?

22 | - MR. CANNON: No further questions for
23 Investigator Hart.

24 : 'THE COURT: You may step down. Feel

25 free to stay with us, but you are also free to
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leave.

Need a break?

THE JURY FOREPERSON: Sure. A

THE COURT: Please remember all my
admonitions. You may leaVé your notepads right in
your chair or také them with you.

Please rise for the jury.

(Jury out, 10:25 a.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Be seated.

Ahything before we take tﬁe break?

MR, CANNON : No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: How many witnesses do you

" have left?

“MR. CANNON: Eight. And the next
several will be rather -quick.

 THE COURT: . Okay.

MR. CANNON:  Nick Powell'is,the'iast‘-

witness that will have some~leﬁgth to it, but'the.
others should be kind of short. | '
THE C@URTi Okay., Mr. Smaldone,
anything before we také»the.break? ‘ .
R, SMALDONE: - Nothing before the
break, Xour Honor. _ |
THE COURT: Ten ﬁinutes. Thank -you.

MR. SMALDONE: - Thanks.
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PAUL TREMBLAY - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

(A recess transpired.)
THE COURT: Mr. Cannon, anything béfore
we bring in the jury?
MR. CANNON: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Mi. Smaldone?
'MR. SMALDONE: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Bring in the jury.
(Jury in, 10:42 a.m.)
THE COURT: Call your witness.
MR. CANNON: State calls Investigator
Paul Tremblay.

PAUL TREMBLAY,

- being first duly sworn, testified as follows: -

THE CLERK: “Please state your full name
and spell your last. | | B
. THE WITNESS: Paul Joseph Tremblay,
T-R-E-M-B-L-A-Y.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Morning, Mr. Tremblay. Please tell the
jury, where are you éurrently employed?

A. I'm employed with the Goose Creek
Police Department.

Q. And how long have you beén with Goose

Creek Police Department?
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PAUL TREMBLAY - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

A. I've been with the Goose Creek Police
Department eight years, seven months.

Q. And what is your current rank and job
responsibilities?: |

a. I'm an investigator and my

responsibilitiés are basically to investigate cases

forwarded by the patrol lelSlOH

Q. Can you tell the jury what your:

experience and_background is as a law-enforcement

officer?

A. ‘i'm a graduate of the South Carolina

‘Crlmlnal Justlce Academy, I served four years as a

patrolman and four years, seven”months as an.
investigator with'the City of Goose Creek

0. What posrtlon were you in back 1n

,'May/June of 20169

S,A;" I was an 1nvest1gator
Q[- Do_you recall,now you firstrbeoame_
involﬁed in the case;whionubrings us here_today?
.A.“*On May 7th, the nictim sho Lord'was
burglarized.at'his residence looated at -

After the burglary, on June 2nd,

‘Mr. Lord observed via video surveillance two

suspicious black males on his property.

Between the robbery at his residence

199
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PAUL TREMBLAY - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS .

and the suspicious activity at his residence, this
prompted Investigator Powell to conduct a
surveillance operation on Mr.ALord's residence.

Q. So the surveillance that was turned>in,
that was surveillance from June 2nd?

A. The surveillance was from June 2nd, and
it was reported June 3rd to the Goose Creek Police
Department: |

o And you were involved in some ofhthe
surveillance operapioﬁs? |

a. I‘was.’~

Q. Do you recall whatidates you were
involved in.the operation?

A. The 4th of Jﬁne and the o6th of June.;

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Okay, Permission
to épproach the witness? |
| " THE COURT: vYou may.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA}SAS: |

Q. We have a pointer over here. I will
ask you a few’qﬁeStions, If any of the locations
on the map are relevént to youf testimony,‘you can
point for the jury. You-haﬁe to hold on to the red
clicker. |

On June 4th, can you tell the jury what

position you were in and what observations you made
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PAUL TREMBLAY - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
“on June 4th of 20162
A.. Okay. So June 4th, myeelf and
-Investigator Powell were in a van conducting a
surveillance operation‘here at North Norfolk
Way. This right here would be
» ,iwhich is the victim's residence.
(Indicating.)
| Q. And how long were.you<in‘that Van?
A. I can't recall exactly how iong we Were’
' in‘the van. | |
Q.  Was it a few minutes? Hours?
A. It was a considerable~aﬁount of'time.

Q. And dld anythlng happen on -June 4th?

“A. Yeah. Whlle seated in the van,-

ziinvestigater Powell was facing:the directiQn of

‘e;yI was facing the.direction of

- Hamlet Park located right here. (indicating.)L

 While seated in-the'Van, T observed a 
silver in cher Ché&? Impala back‘into;thisAspet
right Heref (Indlcatlng ) A | |
| 'Q; And do you recall what time of day that
was? Was it light outside, dark?
A, I believe it was approximately 8:00 at
night. | |

Q. Was it still light or dark?

201
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PAUL TREMBLAY - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
A. Still light.
Q. Okay. And what were the conditions?

Was it raining? Foggy?

A. No. The cdnditions were clear, no
rain.

Q. And did you see any people or did you
juét observe the vehicle?

A. I saw the vehicle and I did observe a

‘black male approach the vehicle from this direction

(indicating) into the vehicle. He was in the
vehicle for a’short-period of time. He then exited

the vehicle and walked down towards the -- he

" walked down to the lake this way, and then he

walked back and re-entered the vehicle, at which

point, a short time later, the vehicle exited

Hamlet Park and made a right onto Hamlet Circle:
Q. ° On that map, weican see that there's a

wooded area between where you were stationed and

where the cars were. We don't have a view through

the trees. Can you describe the visibility from
your location to the Hamlet Park?

A. There were trees and there were times,
for instance, when the black males walking towards
the silver in color Chevy Impala when I couldn't

see them. There were times when I lost visibility
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PAUL. TREMBLAY - DIREC.TFEXAM BY MS. SAS

:when he was walking down,towards the lake, for

instancef
| I did‘haje-binocnlars. Theﬁdlstancel
was approximately BOQ;feet)vbnt} again,>I did have
blnoculars as well.
Q. - But there. were tlmes when there was

clear_vielblllty_ln between the trees?.

AL Thatls correct.
o. : Dld you do anythlng'else on,June,4th?
"A. On June 4th no.w - | |
Q", And you said you wereblnvolvedlln

: another operatlon°

A.~J That s correct, on June 6th

0. And can you tell us about: that

vsurvelllance operatlon’>

hAA; . That survelllance operatlon we found a

.re51dent of the - Hamlets who allowed us to utlllze

»her garage for survelllance : I .can t recall the

exact re51dence, but - I want to say 1t ‘was one of

~these two'right»here (1nd1cat1ng) And it allowed
‘me to see the entrance to North Norfolk Way, and on

" that day it was raining really hard and there was .

really no act1v1ty observed that day
Q. Okay. Were you 1nvolved in any other

operations?.
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A.  No. _

Q.  Okay. Did you have any other
invblvement with this aase?

A. Itdid." On'June 7th, I had contacted

the victim, Sho Lord. And at that time we had

~ discussed the Chevy Impala with him and we talked\

with him about the suspicious activity that we

'obServed on the 4th.

Q. - And at that_time,_were'yau already -
did yau have'knowledge‘already who was the owner of

the Impala?

A..' Yes. 'Yes, ma'am..
Q. - And.Who was the owner? .
A. Tlffany Ravenell

Q.'_ And did you prov1de that name to the

A. I did.

Q." Okay. And did they.-acknowledge whether .

‘they knew or did not know Ms. Ravenell?

A.  He said, yes, the name is familiar.

Q. Okay. Did you ever_dotanything elée on

this case other than being here today testifying?

A. No.
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Okay. Please

answer any questions that. the defense attorney may
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

have.

THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.

MR. SMALDONE: No questions for this
witness:

THE COURT: You may step down. Thank
you. |

Call your next witness.
MR. CANNON: The State calls‘Sergeant
Christopher McElman.

CHRISTOPHER\MCELMAN,

being first duly sworn, .testified as follows:

t
THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spell your last. |

THE WITNESS: . Christopher McElman,

‘M-C-E-L-M-A-N.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

. BY MR. CANNON:

0. sergeant McElman, where are you
currently employed?’
A. City of Goose Creek.

Q.. How'loﬁg have you been employed with

_the City of Goose Creek?

A. Fifteen years.

0. What are your current responsibilities

‘at Goose Creek?

205
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. Currently, a sergeant supervisor over a
select enforcement team.

Q. Were you currently in that capacity in
May of 20167

A. Yes.

Q. What training and experience do you
have as an officer?

A. Radar, LIDAR, DUI enforcement, some“
selective enforcement courses.

Q. Did you ever go to the academy?

A. Yes, sir;'ZOdl.

Q. Ahd that's when you graduated, 20017

A. Yes, sir.
Q. When did you first get involved in this
case?
| A;' On June 3rd.
Q. How did you get to be involved?
A. I was notified by the investigétions

bureau that we had a suspect showing back up at the

victim's house from an armed robbery we»had back in
May. They were going to étart the surveillance
operation on the house on Norfolk.

Q. When you say back in May, did you ever
respond tb a robbery back in May?

Aa. I did not; I was off. I was off duty
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
that day.
Q. S6 your involvement in this case is the

begihning of the sufveillance?'
‘A, Yes,“éir.
Q. ' And you said you began that June 3rd.

What were your responsibilities.with the

. surveillance starting June 3rd?<‘

A.“ On .June 3rd, myself and.Mitchum,_we

were deployed on foot in the area. We attempted to

‘get eyes on the house on 7"' . .. SO we
“were on foot'in thévaréa;.we»weré trying to locate

‘;ouf best pbsition'which ended up being - Norfolk.

~On"that‘fi:st'day,'Officer Mitchum was

set'up on the back éide of the house:and I was Set

up on the front side of ‘the house.

::Q{' ;What cbunty“is:thépﬁhomé in?-
A, ‘Berkeléy;COunty.
MR.-CANNON:. Pérmission to approach?

THE: COURT: " :You may.

BY MR. CANNON:

0. I'm going. to givé yoh'this’pointeLg'if

~you would just touch the red.buttoh right there, it

will shoot a laser. Does this map accurately
réflect the Hamlets in June of 20162

A. Yes.
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Q. You mentioned that you began your
surveillance on June 3rd. Where were you |
positioned on June rd?

A. On June 3rd, we deployed on foot in
this area right here. Officer Mitchum was set up

on the back side of this house and I was set up

under a -- under a porch on the front side of this
‘house. (Indicating.) | |

. Q. Okay. Did youLmake any observations
that day?

A. We did not on that day. We were. set up

T - apprOXimately, around 7:00 is what time we tried

, - { ,
to do this every night.- We knew that the victim

arrives home between 8:001and'8;15 each night.

' That night they arrived home, and they felt like

'they'weré being‘followed.

| They had pulled in and we-observed them
puil in right here and kind of go down this way.

. ) v :
(Indicating.) And then they made a turn back, but

‘we never observed .any activity that day other than

that. .
Q. What day was that?
‘A, . - June 3rd.
0. But you didn't see anything that day.

You just saw the Victims turn the wrong way on the
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
road?
A. Yes, sir.
0. After that June 3rd, what else did you.

do as part of the surveillance?
A. We decided -- again, we had someone set

up here and someone set up here and then Officer

. Powell was over here. (Indicating;)- We were’

trying to get more eyes on this area up here.

Being a part of the selective enforcement
team, we have access to some different types of
surveillance equipment. We ended up deploying deer
cams, if you're familiar withAthose for trails and
surveillence and stuff. We ended up deploying two

of those in this area right here (indicating)vto

try to capture more activity in the area durihg

this process}‘

.MR..CANNON: Permission to approach
the withese, Your-Honer? |
THE COURT: You may.
BY MR. CANNON: _ _
| Q. Look thrbugh’these and tell me if you
recognize what'they are. Do you recognizevthem?
A. These were taken on June 4th from the
deer cam.

" Q. - Look through all of them. I don't want

209
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

you to go into the dates yet, but do you recognize
what these pictures are?

A. Yes, sir. These would be the pictures
that we recovered from the deer cams.

Q. Okay. Do they appear to accurately

reflect the deer cams that you set up 1in the

surveillance?

a. Yes, sir.

Q. Do they appear to be altered in any
way?

A. No, sir. /

MR. CANNON: - At this time, the State
would move Exhibits 13 through725 iﬁto evidence.
| THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SMALDONE: No objection.
THE COURT: 13 through 25 into evidence
withoﬁt objéction.
(PLF. EXH. 13 - 25 in evidence.)
BY MR. CANNON: |
Q. You said you did set up trail cams in
the area. I'm going to put up Exhibit 13 which
would be the first picture that you have in front
of you. Do you recognize that?
A. Yes, sir. That would be the

gray/silver Impala that's associated with the case.
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. .CANNON

Q. And‘what is that on the bottom of the
screen to the.right?’ |
A. The date and time that thé picture was
taken. - | | |

Q. "And'dOes‘that;aécUrately‘refl?ét

June 4th, 20162

_A. - Yes, sir.

“Q}:‘.Okay. And can you show us where this

-deer cémfwould.have“béen'sét up on the map to the
left?.” |

| | A;. - Yes, sir. There is'a group of treeé”m«

fright_in this area. What I was trying to capture
‘was any aétivity that'Was occurring in this

4'inteféébtion;'whether.it be on the bike trail, the

Walkiﬁg-tiail‘righﬁ'tﬁere, or vehicles in the -area.

(Indicating.) -

S Q. And,.agaih, this was on June 4th. You

made mention earlier that the day:before, on June

,3rd;:you were positioned in the house but didn't

A, Yes.

Q. - Did you observe anything OnﬁJune'4th?
A. Yes, sir.. On June 4th, we observed two

‘black males walk in from Hamlet.Ciréle.right down

the side bike trail right there. (Indicating.)
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

This date sticks out in my head because it was very
noisy when we were setting up in thié cul-de-sac.

I believe this guy right here (indicating) was
pressure washing his driﬁeway, aﬁd'there Qere a few
other. people out in this area. They kind of stuék
out in our heads when we were trying to_get set up.

Q. Where were you set up on that map?‘

A. On that same day ——‘we'only put Officer

Mitchum back here one day. Wé weren't happy with

the covering. Again, we\weré unknown where anybody

was coming from in reference to this house.right
here. 'So we ended up moving him back up under here.
with me. |

We had a very goqd Spot‘where we could

see a lot from this area‘right there: So we had

moved him back up underrhere --  (Indicating.)

Q. When'you'say under here, what are you
under?

A. I'm going toytry!to describe it the

best I can. 1It's an elevated porch.. It's brick

underneath on there. 1It's good—size gaps in the

“bricks. We were standing there and in this uniform

right here under the areéa where the air-conditioner
is.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you
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~ Exhibit 14. This appears again to be June 4, 20167

A. Yes.

Q. On.that trail cam, what observations.
caniyoﬁAmake? ‘

'A. Those would be the two’black males.that
I sawfwalking down from Hamlet Circle;to Norfolk
Way. “

| Q.l"Qkay. And I'm goiﬁg to. show you 15,

Again, what observations are you able to make in

this image?

A. - They were still proceeding towards our

location. 'Again, we were right under this porch. .

In this picture they were aboutvin.this.area right

‘ ﬁhere._A(Indicating.).a

Q. At this‘point in time on June 4th,"

2016, what did —— these two gehtlemen right here in

the middle of the picture, what did they do?

A. As I previously stated, the cul—defsaé T

was very noisy.. When they got to this area right-

here, - they decided to turn -around and they walked

-away back out the way-theY‘had came. .

Q. .Did you make any other observations
that day?
| A.' No, sir, not from whére T was.

Q. - Okay. The next éxhibit, which is 16,

213



214

= W NN

o U

10
11

12
13

14
15
16
17

19 .
20

21
22
23
24
25

214
CHRISTOPHER MCEIMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

this is a trail cam in a different area. Where was
this trail cam set up?

A. Over the next couple of days, we had
tracked, again, to figure out patterns and figure
out the best way to get any activity on video. We

realized that the Impala was parking over at the

- park, which is this area right here. = (Indicating.)

So at that time T decided to move dne
of the deer cams to the park to try and capture
anything‘in that area. This particular camera was
set up in this -tree line right here, just to the
right.df that right here. And they endédiup
parking within view of that camera, and this is a
picturé frbm<thaﬁ camera. |

_ Q. On June 8th of 2016, where were you
positiohed that day? '

A. I wbuld'be‘positioned back under here.
(Indicating.) This»particularvday, the vehicle was
already at the park upon our arrival. So in fear
Qf nof knowing-wheré-anybody was, we actually
passed our point of -- each day we got dropped off
in an undercover vehicle to tfy to conceal our
presence. ‘

And we drove past Norfolk Way back to

Warwick Trace, which is the next cul-de-sac down on
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“-the ‘left. " We actually deployed,through‘the woods

and came up behind the house at this time and.got
back into our position.
Q;» When you saQJWé, who.is wé?’j
A.A Meiand Officer Mitchum: |
LQ. - This ié-én,June 8th?
‘A, Yes, sir. | ' .
ITHQ.] -i will nove-to ﬁxﬁibit 17. Again,'ﬁhis'

islthe,same locatiOn, but it's a few minutes past

‘the time stamp on the previous-exhibit?

A. Yes, sir.-

Q. "And, again, a couple migutes.later.: Do

you recognize the individual in that picture?‘ 

A Yes, sir..’ )
g. Had you seen him before?

<AL Just’én the-pictures.f And on the 4th,.

}hé.was One.of.thé gehtlemen that walked down the

edge of that Norfolk Way.

g. You're talking. about ‘June 4th trail cam

+ pictures where he was seen with another individual?

" A.  Yes, ‘sir. ‘
0. - Okay.’ This is Exhibit 19. Again, this
is‘the trail cam with the Chevrolet‘Impala'leaving."
Whap'isbthis?

A:  That will be Mr. Williams. “You're

215
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

still on that one there. That's the gray/silver

Impala.
Q. - I will move forward. What is this.
. image? . |
A.  Mr. Williams walking. on the walking
| path: : |
Q. Okay.
A. Oq thé Hamlét-Circlefright at the

entrance tobNorfolk Way.

f Q.'  I want to araw your attehtion to the
bottoﬁ of théuscreen. What is that ;f_thét is the.
time stamp of Jﬁﬁe‘?th. What_is gbing on hére?

A. . The date was off on this one. There

‘was a battery change issue, an overSight on my
.part. Each night I would gather the cameras up and

'bringvthem'back into the station and download the

cameras.
Of course, the battery changes needed:

to happen over this long period. ‘That was an

| oversight on my part that the date was wrong on

thatAone.‘
| Q. What date is‘this trail cam image frém?
A. That should be the June 8th.
Q. So you're saying that Exhibit 20, which

has this image, is the same date as the June 8th
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image right here which is Exhibit 187

A. Yes, sir. I had -- I had set the
cameras up approximately 6:00 that afternoon prior
to us going out there..

Q. Moving forward to Exhibit 21.» Again,
this has June 7th. Same trail cam, ‘I believe?

A.  Yes, sir. That would be after he

'apparently walked down and was on‘his way hack.

Q. Did you make any observatiOns that day
from your posrtion'underneath the stairwellé

;A. - No, sir. Just to clarify, the cameras
are motion activated, so the motion sets the
cameras off. .

Q.. ©Okay. This appears to be June 9th.

Were you -- what was your operation that night?

What was your duty that nlght°
A.,. After the 8th when we got there and
the. suspect vehlcle was*already there, we dec1ded

the next night. that we were gorng«to change 1t up

'andgdo a rollingrobserﬁatiOnfp So all of us were in

unmarked vehicles.

- We were prepared to follow the vehicle
out of there that nlght and see where the vehicle
was going. So we  were set up a little bit

differently. I still had the cameras out there,.

217
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

but that particular night, we were not set up under
the porch. We were actually thfoughout the area in
unmarked vehicles.

Q. Okay. Andlyour location on June Sth,
is it on that map to your left?

A. I was down here a little bit. I was
across from Hamlet Circle watching the area. I was
in an unmarked vehicle watching this- area as well
as what I could see from right there:

(indicating.)
Q. What did you do that night?
.‘A. That particular.night, I observed

Mr. Wiiiiéms walking on the walking-trail.
“ MR. SMALDONE: Objection. I would
object to him identifying ﬁhe client. No ID has
been made. v

THE COURT: Overruled.

THE WITNESS: I observed a black male

walking on the walking trail. He walked past

- Norfolk Way down to Warwick Trace and then walked

back, at which time he got in his vehicle and we
followed the vehiclé out of there.
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Where did the vehicle go?

A. Left out on Hamlet Circle, went out to
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Crbwfield Boﬁlévard, took a right on Crowfield, a
left on Centennial, a left on Gainsboﬁough, and a
left on 176,‘figh£ on Old Mount Holly.5 i
0. I'm jusf curious as to where you

ultimately ended up.

| ’sA};~ We ended up on Minton Road up here in
Moncks_gorherl' |

‘Q.: Did you observe'wh@?was iﬁ.the véhicle

that night?; Did.you observe.the:Sex df:the‘—; who}

was iﬁ_the vehicle that night?

' A5§ A femalé‘driver aﬁd a black male
'péésengef. _ | | _. |
| Q. Okay;,vHad you seén the individUais
_béfbre? o - o |

::VA,« From our sqrveiilanée, yes.»"

219

0. Okay. The individual that you Saw that '

‘night, when had you'seen himxp£eviously?

AL Walkingion the ‘trails.
Q. . Okay. - On the trail cams?
A.: ‘Yes, sir. And what I observed on the

4th in‘this area right hére;j~
Q. Did you do anything elég that ﬁight?
. A. No. ©Once we wrapped up surVeillance, I

came back and grabbed the deer cams and we locked

‘everything.
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Okay. Again, this is June 9th,
Exhibit 23. What observations are you able to make
on this trail cam image?

A. That was the vehicle parked in the
Hamlet Park.

Q. Okay. Was it the vehicle that you

followed into Moncks Corner?

A. Yéé, sir.

Q.. - This is June 10th. What were your
duties June 10th? | |

A:  June 10th, we‘setbback.up_aé we

previously were. Me and Officer Mitchum were under

the front porch,of this area,band}we.also had

Investigétor waell_and Hart over here. Wé were in
position, approgimately, about 7:30 p;m; |

Q. Okay. . And this image appears to be
about 7:43 on June 10th? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And, finally,,Exhibit 25, what -- why

is ‘there a change in color?

A. It would be later, 8:40 p.m. time.

Q.  Why does the camera cﬁange from color
to black and white?

A. I don't know.

Q. Okay. On June 10th, you said you had
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

relocated back to the stairwell of the house next
door?
A. Yes, sir.
. Q. Okay. What did you observe from that
position that evening? |

A. . That evening we observed —-- like T

+ said, we were in position about 7:30 p.m. About

7:45 or so we had contact withvthe victim.

-Investigator Powell advised over the radio to us

‘that he was en route tolthe house} and he also

advised us that a vehicle was parking at Hamlet

Park that matched the ‘suspect vehicle..

Q. Okay. Can you describe -- was it light

outside at the time?

A. - .Yes, si:i
Q. ‘What was the“ﬁext thing that,you
'-remember? : | |
A: TWo-blaCk malés walking down from
Norfolk Way in this area right here. (Indicating.)
Q. Okéy;
A. - Righf towards our position.

Q. bOkay. Where did they go?
A. They proceeded to take a left on

Norfolk Way and they proceeded to walk past our

" position. Again, we were right here.

221
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Do you recall -- I'm sorry, go ahead.

A. And they proceeded to walk down the
driveway of

Q. Do you recall what they were wearing?

A. I know blue pants and a black shirt was
one of them and another one had a do rag on.. I
can't recall exactly what he was Wearing.

Q. What was the temperature like?

A. It was hot; very hot; I was séaked in
sweat and, agéin, this is what'I was wearing..

Q. DidAyou make any observations about
their wardrobe in relation to the weather?

A. Yes, sir. -It seemed off to me, which
again réised my awareness. - A

S Q. Okay. Aftervthey,walked down the
driveway, where did théy go?

A. We lost visual when they walked past us
going back this way. (Indicating.) After that, We
don't know where they went.

Q. Okay. What was the next thing you
remember? |

A. Probably about right around 8:00, 8:05,

we heard a loud distinct horn beeping, a honk
coming from this area over here .(indicating) which,

again, startled us and -- and got our attention.
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' CHRISTOPHER "MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. How did it make it. you feel?
"A. My heart..started pumplng thinking that
something was about to happen.
Q. - Okay. What happened next?
A. The victim -- after»I heard the horn

beep, a very short,time_after, the victim pulled in

this way and came into their driveway,j7

»(Indicating;)‘

Q. ' ‘Okay. What did you do?
A. Me and Officer Mitchumf——fagain; it
felt to us that the horn beep was an alert

exited: from where we were and klnd of got in thlS

area right here'(lndleatlng) and kind of followed¢f4

'this area.

223

~the victim as they came down here to turn around in ﬁ,_:

0. - What observatibns did yoﬁrmakesat_that e

"point?f,‘

A. - The victim,had'ceme‘aroundﬂthe7back~

side of his house and he made“a turn around right'J
-here'(indiCatihg) and started coming back this way,
_Wthh is rlght where me and Offlcer Mltchum were.

‘.At'that time we started hearing a lot of~rustllng"

over  in the bushes in this area.
“Do you want me to‘keep;gQing?'

Q. Yeah, you can..



224

o s W N

10

11

12

13-
14
15 .
16

17
18

19

20
21
22

23
24
25

224
CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. We started hearing a lot of rustling in

“the bushes, and from where we were, you could see

the trees swaying around. And it got our attention
to that location, at which time we observed two
black males exiting the bushes right here and

approaching this area right here. (Indicating.)

Q. Okay. ~Were you armed that night?
A. I was. . | |

Q. What did you do with- your weapon?
A, We hadnour'weapons out réady for

.gnyﬁhing, not knowing what was coming.

Q. :,What.obse;vations'didryou make after
you saw the trees rustling? |
' ‘AL Thaﬁ'the victim wés‘about to get robbed
right in this area. “
Q. What did the individuals do?
A. They were a little'sdrpriSed to see us.
We started on foot"headed this way. (Indicating.) .
Again, they were coming right towards us at that
point. I believe we startled them right in this
area.

They both tried to retreat back to the

‘bushes, at which time they laid down in thefpfone

and started listening to our voice commands that we

gave.
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Did the  defendants. say anything‘
initially when they came out of the woods?
‘A. Just that they were in the trees trying
to look out:at the water. |
Q. What cher'observations did yeu_make at
that point? | |
A. It eppears'they had thrown something in
the bushes. I couldn't make out what it was at the

time. A search of the bushes revealed later that

we found a ceuple of weapons in the bushes.

Q. How were they acting?'
‘A, Nervous and scared. Just like us.
Q.  Okay. After they laid on the ground,

what happened next°

A. We detained them both. Officer Pdwell
and Hart were there;within seconds after we had |
them in euStody. _

0. . Okay. After they were in custody, what -
did you do next° | | | o

A.. We escorted them from where we were

, right here,.to the curb Side up here (indicating)

and then that' S when we turned them over to road .
units-that arrived on scene to put them in their
vehicles and"trensported'them.

Q. Okay. After you walked them to the
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

transport vehicles, what did you do next on the
scene?
A. That's pretty much all I did.

Q. You said you saw weapons down in .the

" tree line. What observations did you make in the

tree line?

A. Yes, sir. After we put them in their
—fvwe did do a check on the tree line at which time
we located a Taser and Mace. They stayed there

until we could get some photographs of them.

Q. Did you participate in any interviews?
A. No, sir.
Q. .Did you do anything else in the case?

A. I believe it was the 13th we went back
to-this area, me and Officer'Mitchum and
Investigator Powell, and we took photographs of  the

area to put with the case.

0. Did you ever interview Chris Williams?
A. No, sir.
Q. On June 10th, when you saw him coming

out of the bushes, was that the first time that you
had seen him before?

A.  No, sir.

‘Q. How many times roughly had you seen

him?
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".A.  On those surveillance footage as well

as- in persohyégain on the 4th, and then I think it

. was the 8th, fhe‘day we did the rolling

surveillahce'with»him'walkihg on the trail.” And I

was actually set upﬂover”here;_ (Indicating.) I
actually saw'himfthat'day;»and"then the other day:

.. when we were down here.

Q. E Dld you ever»touch the weapons in. fhe

bushes?" | *
'[ A; I never touched them _ |
‘Q.\. Okay And you dldn t do anythlng elsé

fln thls case9

A. .No;’sir.

" MR. CANNON ' Nofurther questions for

Sergeant McElman

THE COURT "Mr;‘Smaldone;ﬁ

- CRQSS—EXAMINATION

BY MR SMALDONE

227

227

'Qf> "Good mornlng
‘A. 1,Good-mornlng.
'Qf" You Witnessed someone who you say is my -

“client about a week before June 10th?

A. . On the 4th.

Q.. The 4th. Was that the first time that

'Yop:made contact with:the person.you think is my



228

w N

o (@) s

10
11

12

13

14
15

16

17
18

19
20

21.

22

23

24
25

v 228
CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
clieﬁt?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. You didn't personally observe him break

any laws before allegedly June 10, right?
A. That!é right;-‘

Q. How many times did you see him on

"surveillance or someone ‘you think is him?

A. It was over}that:weék—longvperiod,
0. So during the‘week—iong period no laws

were really bfoken?

‘A. No,_sir.q;;

Q. You jﬁst'thought it'wasisuspicioﬁs?

A. Yes, sir5 "

QL “And then JuneﬁlOth,_yoﬁ We:e there?

A.  Yes, sir. 3 - | L

;d. And you see'SOmeonevwhb is'my cliént,-
right? n |

A. Yes, éir.1‘ 

Q. And you see.another_person?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And see them Walk out of this area,
right?

| A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. You didn't hear them say, give

it up, did you?
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CHRISTOPHER MCELMAN ~ CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE '
an. . No, sir.
Q. - You didn't hear anyone say, give me

your purse?

K. No, "sir.
Q. You didn't hear anyone say, this is:a<
robberY? o |
| A. ' No, sir.
Q. Yoﬁ didn'ﬁ~hear him say anything?
A. No, sir. "
Q. 'Yéu didn't hear them say anything to

indicaté that they wanted stuff, did you?.

A. No, sir.

MR. SMALDONE: Okay.. No further

questions for you.

. THE COURT: Mr. Cannon.
'MR. CANNON:  No further questibns.
- THE  COURT:. You.may~step,down.- Thank
you. | | |
Cali the next witness. - _
MR. CANNON: Officetr David Mitchum.

DAVID MITCHUM, -

being first duly qurn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please state your full name

land'spell your last. .

THE WITNESS: David Mitchum,

229
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DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

1 M-I-T-C-H-U-M.

2 DIRECT EXAMINATION
3 BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:
4 0.  Good morning, Officer Mitchum. That

5 chair is a little small.

6 Where are you currently em@loyed?

) | A. City of Goose Creek Police Department.
8 . Q. And how long have you been employed

9 there?
10 A. The last go-around, getting on five

11 years now.

12 | Q. And what ié.your curfent rank and job
13 responsibilities?

14 _ A. Current rank 1is PFc; and I'm assigned
15 to a special team called;the Strategically Assigned
16 Officers. 1It's kind of like a sét team.

17 | Q. What is the goal of tﬁat team?

18 A. We hit high crime areaé and, basically,
19 help out the road as a functibn. We actually have
20 a little bit more time to spend on certain areas
21 where the road wouldn't have time td focus on.

22 Q. ‘And were you in the same role and

23 capacity back in May and .June of 201672

24 ‘ A. Yes.

25 Q. Okay. And were you involved in the
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DAVID -MITCHUM - DIRECT.EXAM BY MS. SAS
investigation of~the'ease which brings‘us here
‘today?
A. Yes, sir. A
0.~ And'do you recall how you beeame:
.'ithlved?' | |
A. ..I got calledlby my Sergeant and we came

in for a meeting. And, supposedly, there was some
.euspicioueAactivity going on at . . : ",“
- and}we‘were‘going‘to be setting'up on- the house and

*sﬁrveillinghit to see what was going on with it.

Q.. Yeu were involved in the surveillance
eperation?- |
A .Yee, Sir
" 0. . Do you-recall how many specific tlmes

you -were 1nvolved in the survelllance operatlon°,
’A; _ From the 3rd untll the lOth every day
we were out there ' o

. 1Q; " Do you recall what happened durlng

. those survelllance operatlons°

. MS.. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Your Honor,

permission to approach?

THE COURT: You may.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: .

Q. There is a clicker‘here, and if you

. hold on to that red button, you can use the map on

,231
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DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

your left to point out and tell the jury what
happened during each of the operaﬁions from.what
you recall.

A. From the 3rd to the 10th, e?éry day we
were — myself and Sergeant McElman, and I was

assisting him with setting up deer cameras in

- different spots of the area so that we could locate
'anybody,walking”in to the road or to the residence

«kwhich is right here (indicating) at Norfolk Way. B

After the cameras were set in place
sometime in the évening, you know, before the- -

victim would leave work, about an hour. before, -

sometimes hit or miss, we would set up right here .

at Norfolk Way,'the neighbor of

Andntheré is a brick pillar where the

" AC units are underneath the front porch, and

there's a gate access that you can actually go
inside there and hide out. We were set.up‘

underneath that house. ' Just in case anything

‘happened.at ,'we'would-be close to ﬁhe
residence.
Q. Were you visible from that location?
Aa. Not frbm,the roadway.
Q. Okéy.. But can you see out to- the

roadway?




10

11

- 12
13-

14
15

16
17 7
18

19
20
21

22

23
24

25

<~ o oo W N

233
DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

A. Yes. There was probably four by four
holes that was concreted in that we could see out
of.

Q. Did you use any equipment to look out
to: the roadway?

A. »We-had binoculars with us.

Q. Okay. And going back to the deer

- cameras, do’you'recall which locations you set

those up?
A. Not as far as datewise. We set them up

here on one day. vThéy were set up here in the

"bushes here once. And there is a fence.right here,

that on one of the lést days we were able to set it
up on the fence catching anybody walking down the’

actual‘hikéf/biker'ﬁrail. "(Indicating.)

Q. Do'you recall any specific instances of

whatbhappened during those surveillance operationé?
Did you ever obsefve anything unusual?

AL Well, Qé observed -- first, we observed
a gray Chevy that had camé»down; travéléd down and
went back.. Andbwe noticed that same vehicle on
other dates parked at the actual park ﬁhat we have
on surveillance cameras too'that'We had taken
pictures. |

And.on other days, we had actually had

233
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DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

-— I -think on the 4th maybe, there was two
gentlemen, two bravo males that were actually
coming from that area. I didn't have eyes on the
actual park so I couldn't tell if they came from
that car, but as far as where we sitting at the
house, we saw the two black méies_turn hereiand
come .down the road and then they actually turned
and went back. I think it was the 4th.

Q. Okay; Do you recall any other
incidents of other suépicious activity?

A. There was another incident where we —-

‘I don't know the exact date, but I remember there

was another black male that was dropped.off at the
park and he ended up walking all the way down. And
we actually saw.him cross the road and continue
straight, and then he turned around and went baék
bn tﬁat date. |

Q. Okay. .And were you involved in the
operation on June 10, 20167

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you tell the jury what your
involvement was and where you were positioned and
describe the circumstances?

A. On the 10th, I was set up in the same

spot, right in here with Sergeant McElman.




.. 10

11
12
13
14

15

16

1T
18
19
20 .

21

22
23

24
25

: , : 235
DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT- EXAM. BY MS. SAS

(Indicating.) We were, you know, just like I have

now with the radio communications with Investigator

Powell. We -- I think Powell was set up where he

"could have visual on the park.maybeyvbnt we Were'

strictly at the house.

We got word that there was a car that

was parked there and. two black males that had

'gotten out of ‘the vehlcle and were walklng down the_

hlker/blker trall. So myself and Sergeant'McElman

are right here (indicating) looking out.

We saw the two males walk down. One

had dark—colored pants  on and a dark‘long—sleevedv'

‘jacket Another one had khakl pants w1th a black

‘shlrt and a do-rag on hlS head

They ended up walklng all the way down

the road SO we can: get -— we had a v1sual on them ,

'as soon - as.they were. right here,;iThey.ended up

235

walking right by us. They walked down the driveway.~

of the ViCtims' house, which -- I mean,‘looking,

they‘came'from me to you.'

Q. Pretty close?

A. Walking right'down, yeah{'-We:were.kind

of jnst~with our backs up because we didn't want to

be seen 1if they dld look through They ended up

. walklng down the drlveway, ‘and then" we lost v1sual
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DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

once they got past the pillar of the house, and

they went to the back somewhere unknown at that
time.
We then got word from Investigator
Powell that the victim was leaving —-
Q. I'm going to interrupt you for a
minute. Approximately, what was the time span from

the time that these two individuals arrived at the

-.residence and you get thé word that the victims are

on the way?

A. I don't recall thelexact ﬁime. I.kndw
we were;probably‘there -= you'khow, théyrwere there
a pretty’good;while we were set-up oh‘it. ?robably
30,_ﬁaybe an‘hour. ‘

Q. Okay.

A. Then we got a phone call that the

victim was leaving the place of work. We were

"constantly getting indicators of where they were.

We got told that he was turning into Hamlet Park.

I mean, into Hamlet Ciréle, into the Hamlets, and

 we also got word that he was coming up on the park.

As they were passing the park, we heard

the horn go off of a vehicle. I can't -- like I

say, I wasn't at the car, but it was coming from

the direction of the park. And it wasn't just a
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get-out-of-my-way-squirrel. It was a loud

continuous bonk (indicating),-asvto signal

something.

At that time, because of the reason we
were there, and all of the indicators that we had,

it was kind of, uh-oh, this might be it. So after

~ the horn went off, then the -victim drove in. And
5when the victim pulled into the driveway, they

- turhed all the way to the back and then turned

around and was coming back out; because after the

first robbery, they stopped parklngvln the back.

- They started parking in the front.

And‘myself and McElman -- Sergeant

McElman, we came out as they were back here and we

made a tactical approach on the side.of the
house -- | |
| | Q. I'm going to interrupt; Whet does that
mean, a tactlcal approach° ” L

A. Very -—- you know, guns to the 51de,vwe
were foot to foot, very llke .low crawllng klnd of

just maklng it. We weren't just rgnnlng w1th our

" hands going. You know, we were tactfully going

because we didn't know‘what_webwere going to see

‘once we got back there.

When we got to the corner right here.
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(indicating), the victim was pulling back out. As

they were pulling back out, there was nothing here,

but we were still concentrating on that area

because we didn't know where the two black males

were:

Then in this patch of woods right here
(indicating), it sounded like a herd of elephants

were coming out of it. 'I mea%, things were

‘breaking; I mean, it was very loud. And, then,

that's when the two black males came out of the

bushes, looked right at us, we had our guns drawn

and we told them to get down on the ground.
: They.both turned,'threw something out-

of his hand,. and then they went prone facing the

woods. Instead of looking right at us going prone,

~ they actually turned around and kind of.dove and

. they put their hands out and that's when we

detained them.

Q. Okay. Did you make any observations

~ about the two males, and did you make any

observations about who threw something tbwards the
bush line?

A. The guy that I had, which was not --
which was the éecond guy with the actual do-rag on

was the one that I was focused on on the right-hand
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DAVID MITCHUM - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

- side. He turned around and tossed SOmething{l I

wasn't really focused on the one on the-leftd
because'that's whovSergeant McElman was with' but
he dld throw somethlng out of hlS hand the guy I
was concentratlng on.

- After they ‘were- detalned placed in

handcuffs; I went back out/ myself and Inyestlgator‘

Powell was back over there "and there was a stun gun

and a thing of Mace that was photographed and

‘collected by InvestigatorfPowell;

239

‘0. There were'multlple'things?
AL tYes. | .
‘Q.x :Did.you touch any of.those‘itemsé
'_An»”'No,'ma'am.“‘ |
Q. = So youijusthidentifled the:locationAofg,‘-~

“the ltems?”

A. -Yes, ma'am.

Q.  And did:you make any other obserVations;

~about .the two males that you encountered that day°

'TA. + It was -- one of them I observed had ‘

gloves on, whlch it was.welrd, especlally how hot’

it was. We were sweating:profusely, especially

w1th the long sleeves and pants on. TIt-was the
same two that actually we saw walklng through that

went back.there. So ‘it was the same two that we’
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GREGORY JONES - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

detained and_placed under arrest.

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Okay. Court's

indulgence?
| No further queétions of this witness.
THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.
MR. SMALDONE: No questions for this
_lwifness; | | : | .
THE COURT: You may step down. Thank
you. |

Call your next witness.

MR.. CANNON: State calls Greg Jones.

GREGORY JONES;
being first duly sworh, testified as follows{ |
N THE CLERK: Please state yourvfﬁll name
and spell your last. . | | |
. ITHE1WITNESS:v Gregory Jones;. J-O-N-E-S..
DIRECT EXAMINATION * o

BY- MR. CANNON:

_ Q. Officef Jonesp,where‘ére you currently
empldyed?
'_ A,  City of GOoSé Creek Policé Department. 
| Q. How long have you been employed with

Goose Creek?
A. Six years.

Q. What is your current role at Goose
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: GREGORY‘JQNES - DfRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNCN
Creek? | |
A, I'm signed to the K9 unit..
Q. K92 |
A.  Yes.
Q. How long'have'you.been assigned.to'the‘
'K9'qnit? | | | |
“ A. Five years.
Q.f. What'are'your\rdles'and,duties,as a K9
~‘ office; handler? o Do A
l A. 1 Care'and_handle a police K9 which
éonductséparcotics sniffé, conducts criminal
tracks,nbﬁilding'séarches.'
Q. :What's the name of your K9?
A.. K9 Dex.
6. ‘Were you working in May of 20162
. Yes.. | |
_ Q.li.And what was ydur involvement in the

case:while wé{re'here,that happened back in May of

20162

AL Duringfthe initial'incident, the first
incident, I was called to the scene to conduct a

criminal track. From the.residence,.my K9 tracked

_from'the rear of»the house near .the lake, through-

the woods, through the Hamlet Park parking.lot

where the track was -- where the track ended there.
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GREGORY JONES - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Let's talk about that. - You're
referencing the -- May, the initial incident. Do
you recall what day that was?
A. Not the ——_not the.date,,no.
Q. And when you arrived on scene, what did

you learﬁ?

A. That the vigtim was robbed af knife
point. . He was arriving home that night, twb
individuals got him at thé réar of the house anQ'
robbed him of his busineés'earnings and then fled
the area, which is why'I'conducted.a{criminal
track.

Q. ‘WhQ_waé present.whenfyou arrived?

A. There was a bunch of police officers.
I believe Patrolman Smith, Patrolman Elder. I
can't recall the other_ones.

MR. CANNON: Okay. Permission to
approach the witness? ‘
THE COURT: You may.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Do you recognize this map to your left?
A. Yeah. It's the Hamlets.
Q. If you hit the red button, it will show

a.laser. I want you to take that and aim at the

map and I will ask you some questions.
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’ GREGOR-Y‘ JONES - DIRECT. EXAM BY MR. CANNON .

When ybu‘arrivéd in May, May 7} 2016,
you said YOu had K9 Dex. 'YoulemplOYede9'Dex to do
a track? |

A, Yes.
Q. Whérevdid that take you?

A. It started heré{where the -- oh, here,

-right‘here‘(indicating) where the incidenf
" occurred. It tracked this wéy,'paSt‘the’lake.

- behind thése two houses into. the woods, and then

through the Hamlet Park parking lot where,it'eﬁded

right around here. (IndiCating.) ‘

0. . Did you locaté anyone that night?

Af_t Negétive. | | “' _

0. -Okay.v Did yodwdb'anythiqglélse that -
night? | R : - T
| A.  No, not tha£ night. :ﬁo. R -

.MQ; Whét;was:the next invdl&ément you had

in thisjgase?

A, T was cbhtéctedvbyvourlcriﬁiﬁa1 
investigations bureau to help them with avspeéial
opératién'wﬁérg they Wéfe dbing to, I~guess,~séf‘upA/ :

an dperation‘in the Hamlets, and they wanted me as.

a perimeter unit.

T Q. Okay. Employed as a K9 handler still?

- A.  Yes.
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GREGORY JONES - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. If YOu look at the‘map, where were you
positioned during this operation that took place?

A. It's not on the map. I was positioned
down here to the south on Warwiék Trace.
(Indicating.) I was a perimeter unit in case the
suspects ran.

Q. -~ What type of vehicle were you in? .

A. A marked patrol vehicle.
Q. - What were you wearing?
AL My:regular duty,uhiform;
" Q. Did you make any observations during

the course of your surveillance?

A. Not until the last night.‘ Most of my.
surveillance I did not see anything. It was mostly
out of sight.

Q. . And you say, the last night. I'm

assuming»that you're talking about JuneAlo, 20167

A. Yes.

Q. | What observations.——'what were your
duties that night?

A. That night I was switched over to
Gateshead Crossing. .. They wanted me to move from my
original spot to another spot, just in case I was
seen. And that night I was in Gateshead Crossing[

which is south bﬁt over to the left more.
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GREGORY JONES - ‘DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. Okay.
A. I don't remember the exact time, but as

it was approaching the incident time, Officer --
they observed the victim coming home and they
observed the’vehlcle following the victim. I
believe it was an Impala, a blue one. And at that
time the blue Impala pulled 1nto the Hamlet Park.
And then we . heard a car horn beep, and

then Investigator Powell adﬁisedfthat two suspects

were under arrest and for me to conduct a trafflc

stop on the blue Impala what was leaving and maklng

a left ‘and heading down Hamlet Circle.

Q. What time of day was it whenever you --

A.- It was dusk It was not quite dark,

,but 1t was approachlng

fQ;“~ Okay. And this Chevy Impala, you
executed a-traffic stép on it?
A. :vllexecuted a traffic stop and =- yeah,.

I.conducted a traffic stop. They stopped at Amanda

‘ Circle and the Hamlets.

Q. Who was with you?

A. - Officer Erickson was with me. He was
also a perimeter unit.

Q. What is OfficervErickson's job at Goose

Creek?

245
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GREGORY JONES - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

1 A. He's also a K9 handler.

2 Q. Was his K9 on scene that night?

3 A. Yes. He was not -- oh, yes.

4 Q. ‘When YOu made the traffic stop of that
5 vehicle, who was present in the vehicle?

6 A. . Tiffany Ravenell,waé the only occupant
7 of.the vehicle.

8 Q. Okay. When you made contact with her,

9  how was she acting?

10 : A. She was extremely nervous; she was
11 nervous.
12 Q. Okay. -How long did you remain in that

. 13 position, that traffic stop?
14 A. We weré ﬁheré about 30 minutes until
15 Investigator Powell advised us tb pléce.her’under
16 arrest and transport her to the Goose Creek quice

17 Department..

18 ' ¢. . Did you talk'to'her on sCené?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. What did you talk to her about on

21 scene?

22 A. I asked Ms. Ra&enell why was she in the

23 Hamlets.
24 Q. Okay. How long did that interactioﬁ

25 with her take place?
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GREGORY JONES = ‘CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

A. It:was about ten minutes.

‘0.  All right. Did you do anytﬁing else
after Off;éer Powell advised you to plécé her under
arrest? | | |

" AL We placed her under arrest -- me and-

o Officer Erickson piaced her under arrest. She was

piaced in.a yehic}e_tb}be"tfansportedrback to the
Goose“Creek Policé,Debaftmentf- We'cailed»for é‘tow
truck and we towed thé blue_ImpaIa to.tﬁe city 
impound yard. . o

Q. Okéy.-_Did you'eVer'go to |

A.  Only the -- only on thatinitial .

incident When.i'cbndudted the. K9. track. -

247

Q. . Back in May .of 2015?5
Q. Did you éver.épeak with'Chris»Williamséi;'
A, No.oo . | R

Officer Jones,

‘CROSS-EXAMINATION.

. BY MR. SMALDONE:

Q. Good morning. I just want to be clear,

you did not observe Mr.kWiiliqms'at the scene on

June 10th?

MR.. CANNON: ° No further questions for -
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A. No.

Q. Okay. You were —-- where were you
located?
A. It was not on this map. It's south

about the next street down.
Q. Okay. So the only interaction you had

on June 10th was to pull a .traffic stép on the

. silver Impala?

“ -

A. Yes.
Q. And arrest Ms. Ravenell?
A. Ms. Ravenell, vyes.

MR. SMALDONE: No further questions.

THE COURT: Redirect.

'MR. CANNON: . No redirect.

THE COURT: You may.step down. Thank
yous m

Cali your next witness..

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: The State calls

- Qfficer Alex Erickson.

ALEXANDER ERICKSON,
being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spell your last.
THE WITNESS: Alexander Erickson,

E-R-I-C-K-S-0O-N.
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ALEXANDER ERICKSON - -DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

DIRECT EXAMINATION .

" BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Officer Erickson, can you pleaée tell

the jury where you are currently employed.

A. City Qf‘Goosé Creek Police Department.

Q. And.how 1ong have you been with Goose
'Creek?." | |

A. ﬁour years.

0. And what is»ydut*current rank and job
résponSibilities? ‘

| A;’: PFC'traffic.officer and K9'handler.‘

'Q. And -how long have you been‘in tpat
 po$ition?
“ | A. I've been in fhat position two years.

Q. And were .you ihfﬁhat position back in

May of 2016?

A.. I was.

Q. Okay. And were yoﬁ involved in any of

the investigation operations that briﬁg us here

ﬁoday?

A. Surveiiléﬁéeaoperaﬁidns leading to the
arrest. |

Q. Do you regall how many surveillance
éperations you were:invoived in? |

A. Two. And plus the ‘arrest incidént,-so

249
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ALEXANDER ERICKSON - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

three total.
Q. That would have been June 10th of 20167
A.  Yes.
Q. Okay. Can you tell us a little bitr
about the surveillance operations?
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Permission to
approach, Your Honor? .
THE COURT: You may.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:
Q. I have a pointer here and_you can use
the map if it's applibable, just hbld on to the red

buttoh. I understand that some of the areas might

‘be out of the map, if you can just point to the . -

general .direction.

Canfyou tell the jury during those

operations where you were stationed and what your

role was and what observations you made? |

A. So the position that I was at was

~actually further down here, just this road --

excuse me. I'm actually backwards here. This is
Hamlet Circle, and the position I was at was up
kind of at the top left corner, which is not
actually in the map.

There's -- the entrance to the Hamlet

has a dialysis clinic at 100 Hamlet Circle. And my
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ALEXANDER ERICKSON - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

”role”was'to sit inAthat-parking-lot. I would wait

in that ‘parking lot" untll I received information

that the victim's vehlcle would pull in. I would

' relay»that information_to the investigator who was

-— on scene with us was Investigator Powell.

After T would observe the vehlcle go -

in an unmarked police vehlcle and follow 1t down

“ ‘Hamlet Circle., The - vehlcle would then make a left
: ontolthis_street right here. (Indlcatlng ) I”
‘would proceed past the Vehicle and‘the vehicle was

handed off to the ihvestigators-On the7scene,

.Q. Okay And do you recall if- you made

.any ——~1f you seen anythlng unusual durlng the"'

' Af_l There was one .incident. I belleve it

_Was'the first time,sI don't remember the’ date, but

‘glt was the flrst day that I was 1nvolved in thlS

operatlon There was a 51lver Impala that I had

learned was parked somewhere over here in thlS park

.area. (Ind;catlng.)

I had received‘informatioh that the

vehicle was~leavind. T was still in that
. stationary spot, the dialysis clinic. I was given

instructions to follow the vehicle at a distance to

251

| by, the wvictim's vehicle, I was follow1ng behlnd it o

qurvelllance operatlons that you part1c1pated 1n°ﬂf'd
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try to obtain the vehicle license tag. The_vehicle'
made -- I actually observed fhe vehicle come past
me, past the dialysis clinic. .

The vehicle made a right on Crowfield

Boulevard, which is not pictured here. I followed

" the vehicle at an extremely far distance away. I

was able to approach the vehicle close enough to
gét‘the,tag. The tag was provided to the

investigators, -and then I just followed the vehicle

_out of the general area and that was,pretty much

it.
Q. You mentionéd:that ydu were involved in

the June 10, 2016, surveillance. Can you tell us

on that specific date where you were located and

what' your role,was?l
A. So June 10th was.the same thing. I was

located at the dialeis,bliniQ_which is not.

pictured. Same thing as the first-time;'I received.
“information that the victim's vehigle was entering .

the Hamlets neighborhood.

I followéd the vehiCléxin the same

" fashion that I had before; however, this time we

" had prior knowledge that the silver Impala was. -

already here in the Hamlet Park.

I believe -- well, it was believed that
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‘ALEXANDER ERICKSON - DIRECT EXAM -BY MS. SAS

‘that day was going to be the day the robbery was

"going to take place due to the vehicle already

being there. So the only thing different}lldid

this time was instead of going and just letting.the

- vehicle pull in, at this little cut-through road

right,here-(indicating), I waited. -

) The reasonal waited theie‘was I nas -
able to see 1if and when that 51lver Impala was able
tO’come'out. T had a’ clear llne of sight on 1t

Moments after the victim had pulled back into his

=house, the* Impala made a left turn. The vehlcle

1

passed my statlonary pos1tlon rlght here.
(Indlcatlng.)

“I.obsenved a heavy-set black female

| driving;thevvehicle. I relayed the information to

PFC Jones who was further down the road driving a

marked police vehicle. We were then given -

: instructions from the investigators on scene to
" stop the vehicle, at which time the other officer

-stopped the vehicle.

I got out with him and the case went
forward. The driver was detained based on the
conspiracy. |

Q. - And who was the driver of the vehicle?

A. . Ms. Ravenell.

253
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Q. . Okay. And did you have any further
involvement that night with eny evidence or any
interviews?

A. Yes. So the vehicle -- after it was
determined that Ms: Ravenell was going to be
arrested, the vehicle needed to be removed from the
scene. Typically, we will do an inventory of the
vehicle incident to artest Qh semebddy, but based
on the circumstances that Were invOlved,”the only

thing that we had done was -- obviously, .wearing

~gloves -- open the doors and make sure there was

nothing:that would obstrﬁet thevtow truck driver
from loading the vehicle on the‘ttuck.'

The tow.truck Harris Towing was
requested and responded. They loaded:the vehicle
onto the tow truck. I followed the vehicle in my;
direct eye contact to the Goose Creek Police »
Department. The vehicle was then unloaded, seCuredl
in a secured facility. The keys and the evidence
form were completed and submitted into -evidence.

0. Was it submitted into an evidence room

A. We have an evidence locker that we
secure all evidence that goes into. So we complete

a form, with the keys, and once the vehicle was
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ALEXANDER ERICKSON - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE '

secured, it wasvput in that locker.

Q. And you testified about the
observations you have made that day On'Juneﬂloth{
Did you hear any noises on that day that wetewout
of ordinary?

.;A.. I-do.. I remember hearing a.horn,ebut’I

don't remember where the hern,exactly ofiginéted.

“from.. I believe it ‘was somewhere from-thie geﬁefal

area. (Indicating.) Sounded -like it eame from the

left side.-

Q. So based -on the observations that you

~made and the'timetlihe, when did youﬂhear¢that':q.

. horn?

 ,Aa It was right kind:of7like asathe victim 1

'was enterlng hls re51dence It jUSt klnd of seemed

‘~we1rd llke 1t was connected to what was g01ng on

at the v1ctlm S house

Ms. SZYMCZYNSKA SAS: | Beg the Court's

No further. questions. :AnSWef-ény'

-questions Mr. Smaldone might have.

 CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SMALDONE

0. ‘To clarlfy, you didn't see what

happened over here? (Indieating:)

' 255 255
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ALEXANDER ERICKSGN - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
Aa. No, sir.
Q. So you didn't see my client there this
night? .
| A. No.
Q. Thé only interaction you had was with

Tiffany Ravenell, right?
‘ A. Correct. _ _
MR. SMALDONE: No further questions.
THE COURT: Redirect?.
MR, CANNON: | No further'questions.
THE-COUﬁT:- Yodomay:step down.
Call your next witness?

MR. CANNON: Therstaté calls Sean

' McWilliams. °

THE COURT: Ladies aﬁdngentlemen, We've
been sitting a long tiﬁe.-.Anybédy want to take a |
mémenﬁ and stand»up and stfétch?

" (Short break.) .

 SEAN MCWILLIAMS

being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please state your full name

and spell your last.

THE WITNESS: My name is Sean Michael
McWilliams, M-C-W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR CANNON !
BY MR. CANNON: |

Q. Sean, where are you currently émployed?

A. I'm currently unemployed. | |

Q. Okay. _Where'were you last employed?

A, City of Goose Creek Police Department.
I retired in Fébruary of this year for medical -
reasons.

Q. Okay.. How long were you employed with
Goose~Creek?

| A 14 déys shy of 11 years.
Q. What were your responsibilities_while
) you weiefemployed with Goose.Cfeek?

A; I was an inveétigator, general

investigatdi in the investigations unit;v
- Q.‘,”How'long were you in that position?
A. :-Closé'to 10 years. - N
0. What were your responsibilities as an -
~investigator?
‘A To:inVeétigate crimes. I would get

éssignéd é‘caée,‘interview witnesses, process
evidence} bbtain evidehce,.assist other
investigators, execute search_warrants.

Q. When didiyou'haﬁe a chance to get
involved in this case?

A. . The night the arrest was made. The

257
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

night the arrest was made. I noticed that they
were bringing in three suspects in and I offered to
help book them.

Q. Okay. And who did you book that night?

A. I assisted with booking 511 three of
the defendants.

Q. Okay. Did you do anything else
involving this case?

A. After I booked them that night, I also

-- the following'day I -- Investigator Powell

.providedime with a search warrant for the vehicle

that was seized, and I executed the search.warrant.

Q. How did you catalog or inventory that

vehicle?
A.  Before I began, I took pictures of the

overall outside, different éngles, and then as I
searched the vehicle; if anything was pertinent to
the investigation, I would photograph it in place,

remove it from the vehicle, and placehit in a bag,

note it on the search warrant return.

Q. Okay. And do you recall who assisted
you in documenting the contents of the vehicle that
you executed the search warrant on?

A. 90 percent of the time I was by myself.

Investigator Powell did come out for a brief time
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT. EXAM BY MR. CANNON
while doihg the search. .
MR. -CANNON: -  Permission to approach?

THE COURT: You may.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Do you recognize that? '
' A.  Yes. It's the search warrant that

InvestigatorgPowell gave.me, the original. That's

y.mylhandwritingf

0. : And what was that .search warrant giving

'you”entitlement to'seafch?

AL The entire vehicie.

Q. - Okay. And do you recall what kind of

‘vehicle it was?

~A. . Not offhand. It was a smaller vehicle.

Q.f‘ I'm going to'hand you some ‘pictures. -

Do you recognize those pictures?

A. ‘'Yes.
. o. Okay{4.What are those pictures of?
‘A,  These are pictures of the vehicle. I

would have taken these photos.

Q. Do they appear'to be altered in any
v way? o V |
A. Not so far. Let me finish looking at

them. No.

Q. Are they a complete and accurate

259
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

depiction of the items that you -- are the pictqres
that you took in regard to the search warrant?

A. Yes, 1t appears so.

MR, CANNON: At this time, I would
like to move State's 26 through 32 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. SMALDONEE No objection.

THE COURT: State's 26 through 32 into
evidence without'objeCtion( You may - |
publish. |

(PLF. EXH. 26’—,32 in evidence.)

BY MR5~CANNON: 7 | ,

Q. . Can you.walk us through what the S
process is like to execute a search warrant on a
vehicle? |

A, Once the searéh wérrant is obtained,

when we have a vehicle, when it's seized it's

Aplaced in a locked roll-up at our agency. It's

locked ‘with keys which are kept secure.

When you go.tO’execute the Search
warrant, you obtain the keys from evidence, you
open the roll—ﬁp. And what I do is I just
photograph the vehicle from every angle,
conceivable angie, and then open the doors and .take

photographs.
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

And I.start --' T start searching front
driver's side; front passenger side, and then back
driver's side and back paesenger_side, and then the
trunk and the =- under the hood:

0. Do'ycu recall roughly how many pictures
yoﬁ‘took in this case° Just guesstlmate’> |

A. It could have been as few as 20 or as

- many as 30.-

Q. Okay.~ I{m-going to shcw you -- thisis
-- do you recognize this picture right here, |
State's Exhibit 262 | R

‘A, Yes.

‘... ALl right. And this is -- is this the

< vehicle that was - mentloned in the search warrant

that you just touched a second ago°

A It appears to be, yes.
Q.. And EXhlblt 27 is the llcense plate? .
A. Yes.; I remember it was very tlght up -

{

_against the‘wallf It was hard to shoot that

picture. ‘
Q. What ‘were you trylng to capture w1th
this Exhlblt 2974

A. I can 't.see all that well Do you:mind

1if I --

Q. I will give you the hard copies. That



262

w N

[ T @ 2 B~

10
11
12

13

14
15
16

17

18
19
20
21
22

23 .

24
25

262
SEAN MCWILLIAMS -~ DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

way you can —-- they should be in order. That's 26
on top. 29 is what we're looking at. What was the
purpose of that picture?

" A. That was to document what. appeared to
be in the -- in the seat, just overall.

' 0. Okay. And Exhibit 30, what were you
trying to capture here?

| A. That -- the stun gﬁn that was -- the

box that was in the centéx console. Also the cash
there, I wanted to make sure that was documented.

Q. And when you document that, what do you

 do with those items?

A, Once_I-phofograph them -- the séaréh is
executed while I'm wearing gloves. . I put on gloves
before I even go.iﬁto the caf. I‘ébtained the item
with a pair of glovés, pﬁt tﬁem.in a paper bag and

set them aside in a secure area where I'm at.

o Exhibit 31 éppea;s to be a close-up?
A. Yes.
Q. - What were you.trying to capture.here?

A. Just to show if the other photo didn't
show that it was a stun gun. |

QQ' - Okay. Did you locate a stﬁn gun in the
vehicle?

A, No. It was just the empty box.
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“SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON |

QQ»  Okay. And-this is.a picture Qfla
' registfatién. Where was this recovered?

o A.  This was in thé vehicle. It was eithéf
in the ‘center cdnsole or‘the;giove box,'I‘donﬂtﬁ
recall which, but'iﬁ was in‘the vehicle.:‘ |

0. ‘Okay. After.you executed the search

-warrant on the véhiéle'and’ﬁbbkfthose“images and

7inventory} did you do anything else.in.thié case?

A. T placed the items into evidence,

prepared an evideﬁce control form, and placed that-

»intO‘évidence with .them.

Q. Did you happen to vView any other items

in the case?

A.. When’InVestigator_Powell did an ..

~1interview the night before, I think -- I think I°

bufned'the video for him, 

0. A,okayff:Did you ever go to
; . N v , L
AL ‘No;‘-
Q. okay. Did'you‘ever have a chance to

speak with“ChrisAWilliams;in this case?
A, Yes.-

0. .- And where did that'discussion or

interaction take.place?

‘A. At ‘the station.

263
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS -~ DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
1 Q. Did you conduct an interview with him?
2 : A No. It was more of a booking process.
3 Q. Okay. Was he under arrest at that
4  time?
5 A. Yes.
6 0. Other than the booking and inventory of

7 - the vehicle, did you do énYthing else in this‘case?
. 8 ﬂ ‘A. ‘fSome of the items -- the booking

9 - involves.taking peoplé;s ——.whatever they have in
10 their'pOsséSSion and,logginé that on the booking

2
12 .placed those into evidence.

11  form. There were cell phones that T took, and I

13 | MR. CANNON: okay.' Permission to

.14  approach? -

15 ° . THE COURT: You may.

i6 'BY MR. CANNON: | |

17 | Q. Do,you~re§ognize that?

18 - A. It's an evidénce control .form that I
19 filled out for two cell phones,’q charger cord, and
20 a black razor knife.

21 -Qf Where was that,stuff'récbvered?

22 : : A. That was‘recovered from the pérson on
23 the-Scene énd given to me. Whatever property Was
24 given to me, I was told whé_it belohged to.

25 0. And what name is associated with who
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

would have been in possession of those items?

A.

Q.

first thing

A.
VQ."‘
A.

signature.

.. Q.

A, -

Chris Williams.

And you say there was a —-- what waé the
identified on that 1list?

It's one in quantity black razor knife.
Okéyf._And-down here:at the bottom --
"That'simyvname priﬁted and that's my

- That indicates that I'm the one placing

it into evidence.

Okay.

And theh down below that is a chain of

custody after that.

Q.

Okay. You appear to be the initial

intake on that razor knife that was recoveréd?

‘A.
o
Al
Q.

AL

9.
depiction-o
it from Chr

A.

" Yes.

Do you recognize this?
Yes, I sure do. -
What is that?

A black razor knife. That's the one .

'thétfis iisted[oh'thereL I recall it because there

was a red spot on it that I thought might be blood.

- Does it appear to be an accurate
f the knife from the day thatAyou.took_
is Williams? - |

Yes, sir.
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1 Q. Does it appear to be altered in any—
2A way?
3 A. No.
4 MR. CANNON: At -this time, the State
5 would move 33 into evidénce.
6 THE COURT: Any objection?
7 MR; SMALDONE: Without cbjection.
8 : .THE COURT: State's 33 into evidence.

9 without objection.
10 _ (PLF. EXH. 33 in evidence.) .
11 .+~ + MR. CANNON: ‘ Permission to publish it
12 to the jury? ‘
13 ‘ -+~ THE COURT: You may.
14  BY MR: CANNON:. -
15 Q. This is the image of the knife that you
16 recovered?
17 | A. That one is, vyes.
18 E Q. Do you recall where that was on
19 Mr. Williams? o
20 A. "NO. I wasn't on the scene when it was
21 rembved from his person.
22 Q. Okay. I'm going ‘to iet.fou look at
23 that, but I will open it up for you and hold it.
24 Do you recognize that? . That writing?

25 . A. From the label, it appears to be a --
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: SEAN MCWILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

that writing is not my.writing..

Q. Righﬁ,ﬁv

A. That's @ut>on there by the evidence
control technician. . |

0. ' Right. 'But this would be the black

"knife that you. collected?

A 'It'should'bek yes.
Q. Ckayel'ig.fhiéitbe khifé?
AL Can YOﬁAhoid_iffiong? |
’ Q." (Compiiéé{) ” |
AL ..Yep, that'ghit.;
Q. . Ahd;ifi§$ﬁilook glésely, ﬁhere's-a red_
markf‘ Is that the blood~thatiyou-wete talking .
abduﬁ?"b. "  | | “ | . | o
“a. " -Yeah, I'thought:it‘was blood. I don't
believe tﬁat it‘was;' ‘ - % _V
0. Okay. BAnd this is the knife that you
‘ideﬁﬁifiéd-in’this'picture,and what Wésvrecovered
info;évidenCe?“‘x  | |
A;‘_3Yes;
,Q;  bkay. Or placedfinto evidence.

MR. CANNON: No further questions for

 THE. COURT: Mr. Smaldone.

" CROSS-EXAMINATION

267
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
BY MR. SMALDONE:
Q. Just a few questions to clear things

up. You never personally removed the knife from

Mr. Wllllams°

A. No. When he was arrested on scene, you

- always -- you search'the,people that you arrest and

it was removed.

0. -YOu.didn't‘see that, though, it just

.came along with him?

A. No.' I wasn't there;

Q. And what.itemsvdid'you take out of’the
car? - | | n

A. I llsted them on the search warrant

-return. I know that there was the box for the stun

gun;' I think -= I would hate to -- I would hate to
conjecture. If i could look at the<search'warrant
return and tell you. |

.Q. Sure.. I can refresh your memory.

A. The stun gun box; marijuana grinder

with green leafy plant residue; Piggly Wiggly

receipt from a cigarette pack datedeune 8, 2016;
Food Lion receipt dated June 10, 2016, from a coin
machine; a top 1id of a cup holder; a cell phone in
a case from the front -- passenger front

floorboard; a digital seale; from the glove box
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SEAN MCWILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
another black cell phoﬁe; and ffom the driver's
side seat, a pair of shoes.
0. All right. And this was all out of
Tiffany Ravenell's car? |
A. | The cai thatiwés in the roll-up, vyes.
Q. .And out of those items, yoqulaced them
all into evidénce? | |
A; Yes.
Q. 'And wefe those items tested for
fingerprints, as far as you know?
A. i didn't.do that, . so I don't know.
Q.. 'Normally, when they go to evidence, is
that the last stop, or do people pull it out to
“test it?
A. 'The evidence technicians are'also”the

people that -- ifAit‘s'fingerprinting, they'll do

that. If it needs to be sent off for chemical

testing or firearms testing, I'm sure fheY'll,send

that off; but for fingerprintvtésting, they'll ‘do

that.
Q. ,Qkéy.'ﬁBut you don't do any of that?
A. N'NQ. |
Q. - So as far as ybu know -- .
A, -I,do with fingerprints, but I didn't

lift fingerprints in this case.

269



WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

1 Q. As far as you know, none of them were

2 tested, or do you know if'any of them were tested? .
3 A. I don't know.

4 Q. Okay.

5 A. Once I'piaced them into evidence,.my

6 involvement in the case ended.

7 Q. Okay. And all of these were out of

8 Tiffany Ravenell's car?
9 A. They were out of the car in the
10 roll-up.
11 Q. How did the knife afrive?
12 | A. One of the arresting officers had it -
13 with him. /
14 MR. SMALDONE: All right. Okay. No
15  further questions. |
16 o MR. CANNON: No.further questions for
17  this witness.
18 THE COURT: You may step down. .
19 N | - THE WITNESS: Thank you. Am 1

20 dismissed?

21 THE COURT: You are free to go.

22 Call your next witness.

23 - ‘MR. CANNON: State calls Wendy Myers.
24 WENDY MYERS, |

25 being first duly sworn, testified as follows:
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WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spell your last

THE COURT: Wendy Kristin Myers,

M-Y-E-R-S. .

{iDIRECT EXAMINATION-
BYAMS.>SZYMCZYNSKAfSAS: |
Q.':“Afternooh;'Ms. Myers;'.Can-on’tell,the
jury whereryou are currently employed? |
.fA;, I'm employed with~the Goose Creek.
Police Department. |

Q.‘ And how long have you been. w1th the

Goose Creek Police Department°

CAL ‘I-ve been with’ Goose Creek.almost
13'yeare;
'1Q4; "And can you tell us what role you're

‘temployed'With at-the Gedse}Creek,PoliCe Department?

A, t’I'm‘an evidence technician and crime
scene 1nvest1gator

Q.-. What does that mean°

271

 A'A. I_go-to the\erlme scenes_and assist the =

‘investigators with the crime scene processing and I

maintain_the integrity of the evidence that comes
into the evidence room.
Q. - And what kind of training and education

did you receive to be in that p051tlon°
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WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

A. I have an associate's in criminal
justice; I graduated from the Criminal Justice
Academy in South Carolina in 1993. Since then, I
worked ten years on the road in North Charleston

doing crime scene processing and 13 years here.

investigations, latent fingerprint recovery and
child fatalities investigation.
A Q. Andiwere you in that position back in
May and June of 20162 |
| A.  Yes, I was.

Q. And did you at some point become

A. I did..
Q. And do you recall when you became
involved? |

‘A.  That was June 13th of 2016.

Q. And how did you become involved?

A, I retrieved évidence items from our
locker.

Q: Okay. :And where is that evidence

locker located?
"A. It's located inside of the evidence
room at the Goose Creek Police Department.

Q. Okay. Who has access to 1it?
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WENDY MYERS - DfRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS

FA. At that time it was myself,
Ihvestigator Favero, Sandy Favero, and Captain
Sodefbé;g. |

Q. You were .the only ones abie to retrieve
the items?. . |

A. Correct, we were the only three at the
time with access to the evidence room.

Q. What items»did you retrieVe from the
evidence locker? ‘

A. Do you‘mind if T refer to my report?

Q. And I can refresh you With a copy of

- your report.
| A. It was a Guard Dog stun gun-box,'Guard

Dog stun'gun,'pink.OC spfayrcanister,‘and‘a locked

‘blade razor knife.

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: . Permission to.
approach? |

.~ _THE COURT: You may. - -

 BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Ifm.going fb'show you what has been

- previously prémarked as State's Exhibits 34 and 35. .

.Can you look at these photographs? Do.theylappear

to be familiar to you --
A Yes.

Q. -- thénitems in the photographs?“

273
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WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
A. They do.
Q. Do they -- are those the items that you

-—- or two of the items that you retrieved from the
evidence locker?
a. Yes, ma'am.
Q. - Do they accurétely depict the items
that you took out of the evidence locker?
A. Yes, they.do.
 MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: At this point,
the State.moves Exhibits 34 and 35 with the Court's
permission into evidence.: |
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SMALDONE: None.
- THE COURT: State's 34 and 35 are into
evidence without ébjection.
| (PLF. EXH. 34 in evidence.)
(PLF. EXH. 35 in evidence.) -
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Permission to
approach, Your Hondr? |

THE COURT: You may.

BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. Can you tell us what that item is?
A. That's the razor knife that was also in.
the evidence locker.

Q. How are you able to tell that?
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' WENDY MYERS — DIRECT EXAM BY MS.'SAS

ph. The packaging that's with it is
packaging that I put it ln and then also the
markings on it.

Q. .Does‘the'bag have aplabel'on the
outside?‘ | \

AL ‘.Yes, it does.; _

0. | And what'would“you,have donevwith'thOSe_ i
items? | B o |

A.. 'I would haverprocessed thls -- I would ?

have processed thlS for DNA and the other 1tems I
would have processed for latent flngerprlnts

Q. - What do you mean processed for DNA°If‘

‘A. - We would swab elther that 1tem 1tself—~“

would have been sent to SLED foren51c laboratory

for them to process and analyze what they

.recovered or- I would have swabbed it and sent the

lswabs to SLED ,;f L ,f?ff

Q ~ﬂ So you dldn t. do the actual testlng,

you. do the’ swabblngO:

3TA}I- Correct

did you do ‘with. those for those 1tems° Dld you
llft any prints? o - :

A. . I did llft flve -areds of ridge detalls

~ from the stun gun box

.Q.' And you mentloned latent prlnts ‘Whatrﬁ'



276

o O W N

.10

11

12
13
14
15
16

17

18

19
20

.21

22
23
24
25

WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
Q. Did you have any resﬁlts‘from those
prints that you'were able to lift?
A.  We did. They came back as no value for,
comparisons. ‘
MS. -.SZYMCZYNSKA—éAS: - Beg the Court's
indulgence? | | |

THE COURT: ;Take_your time.

BY MS., SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: -

~

AQ. - As for those latent print results, you

“do that -on a lot of cases --

A. k'Cerect.

Q.. - —-- during the course of your job at

».GOOSQ Creek? 1Is it‘commoh that you don't get any

results back?
jA..  It isfpossiblé‘fo'not get résults back.
Q. And why WOuld that be?:l.
.A.' wa,it Qas héndled( how long it was
touéhed,lwhethe£~the‘person's hand had oils on them

to leaVe that on:the_item, placéd into another

item. Possibly, you know, for instance, 1in a’
" vehicle, 1if it was shoved between seats or

‘something like that,.that.could wipe off the latent

prints. = v
. MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: Permission to

approach, Your Honor?
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WENDY MYERS - DIRECT EXAM BY MS. SAS
THE COURT: You may.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS:

Q. I'm going to show you what was
premarked for identification only‘as State's
Exhibit 37. Do you recognize that item?-

A. Yes, I do.

Q. . is that the same item that was on the
.photograph that ﬁas previouSly"shown to you?

A. | Yés, it is.

Q; ‘-What is that item?

A. It is the OC spray.

Q. That would have been the item that you
picked from the evidence locker? | -

A. ~That's correct.

-fQ¢ And where. were éil £hese;itemsfstored?v

A.;'1They'were'storéd.inside of tﬁe evidence
room. | | | |

MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: -Court's
‘pindﬁlgence? |
N THE COURT:‘ Take your time.
BY MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: |
Q.j What is this item?
A. | That's the box with the stun gun, and

that should be the stun gun inside there,(yes.‘

Q. Can you open it up? - And that has been
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1 previously premarked as State's 38.
2 A. Yes, that is the stun gun.
3 Q. Okay. And would you have received both
4 of these items from the same location?
5 A. They were actually in two separate
6  evidence lockers.
7 Q.  Okay. Did you receive them on the same
8 - date or separate dates?
9 A. I received them on the same date,
10 June 13th. | ‘
11 Q. But they came from two differeﬁt
12  evidence lockers?
13 A. Correct.
14 Q. Okay. And so how many lockers are
15 located at Goose Creek Police Departﬁent?
16 - A. There are ten evidence lockers.
17 | Q. Okay. What do you do with these items

18 when you receive them after you process them?
19 A. They would be -- if they were being
20 transported to SLED, they would be packaged

21 . appropriately for SLED submiséion and taken to
22 SLED; otherwise, they would be secured in the
23 evidence room sealed inside of‘a paper bag, or
24 depending if it needed to be in plastic.

25 Q. Who would have access to thesée items in
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the evidence ‘room?

A. Myself CSI Favero, and Captain

Soderberg at that time.

Q.- Did any of these items actually went to.

SLED for the testlng’>

A. I believe- that be51des the latent

..prints,.only,the locked blade knife. - The rest were

secured in the evidence room.

vQ[ .~ Was that knife‘returned to you”from '
SLED? - - | | |
"A. Afeé, it'wae. .
Q. fOkay.’rAnd what happehed when‘it_uas
returned?. | - L = |
A;‘:,it-was'Seoured haCK in the eurdencejf
" room. o o ’
| : MS | sZrMCZYNSKAfsAsr‘ Béé*the Court's
‘indu;genee?.t o ' L e

Your Honor, at'thiartime, the State o

would llke to move State S Exhlblts Number 36 37/

.and 38 1nto ev1dence

f THE,COURT. 'Any objection?
'MR. SMALDONE: Without objection.
THE COURT: 36, 37, 38 into evidence
withoutwobjeetion. | | o

(PLF. EXH. 36 in evidence.)
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(PLF. EXH. 37 in evidence.)
(PLF. EXH. 38 in evidence.)
MS. SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS: No further
questions for this witness. '
| THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone?
'MR. SMALDONE: No questions for this
witness. |
THE COURT: Thank you. You'may}step
down. |

Madame Foreperson, we have a witness

- that is going to take about 45 minutes; Do you‘

- want to do that or do you want to break for lunch

at this time?

THE JURY FOREPERSON: Can we break for

 lunch?‘

THE COURT: = All right. Ladies and

fgentlemen;,please remember all of my admonitions.

Elease take.yéur notepads with you. "We're going to

lock them up over the ‘evening hour. Please be back

at 1:30, and we will begin promptly after you are.

all back at 1:30.
‘Please rise for the jury.
(Jury out, 12:17 p.m.)
THE COURT: Please be seated. Youvhave

one witness and then you're going to rest.
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MR. CANNON: That's the plan.

THE COURT: ' Okay. And, Mr. Smaldone,
have you had an opportunity to speak with
Mr. Williams about whether or not you will testify?

MR. SMALDONE: I honestly have not. had
that opportunity, Your Honor, to do that. |

| THE COURT: All right. We'll see you
back at 1:30.
| Are there any additional witnesées?
MR. SMALDONE: No. | |

(A luncheon recess transpired.)

THE COURT: Anything before we bring in

the jury?
| - MR. CANNON:: Your Honor, as you were

aware, we had a sleeping juror before we broke.

And I was aware he was out for about ten minutes.

Ifm.not.sure how long the Court was éware of it.

. At thisvpoint; we would ask for him to
be dismissed.ffom the jury. At this poiﬁt; it's
justba précautionary measure based on him being

inattentive. We have two alternates, we're pretty

‘far along in the trial, and we don't anticipate but

one more witness.
So we do have the alternates, and based

on him sleeping through some testimony, the State
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1 would request him to be dismissed.

2 MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I didn't

3 witness it. I don't know which juror it is, so I

4 really have no opinion on it. It's Your Honor's

5 discretion. I didn't see it.

6 THE COURT: I did observe him. I don't
7 have his’ juror number. I'm going to inquire in the

8 back hallway and see what he saYs and then I will

9 report back.

10 MR. CANNON: Thank you, Your Honor.
11 _ - (A recess transpired.)
12° THE COURT: Mr. Kuhn, 122, has been

13 removed. I asked him. He said he'd only nodded
14 off. He showed me his notebook; he's been taking
15 significant notes, but out of an abundance of

16 caution; I excused him.

17 : His understanding is that he had been
18 taking some medication and he may have dosed off
19 longér than he thought he had. Mr? Miller was

20 randomly selected out of the two alternates.

21 Anything further?

22 : MR. CANNON: Nothin@ further from the
23  State, Your Honor.

24 _ MR. SMALDONE: Notbing further from the.
25 defense.
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THE COURT: Anything before we bring in

the jury? |
| MR. CANNON: Nothing from the State.
MR, SMALDONE: Nothing from the
defense. .
| (Jury in, 1:44 p.m.)
THE COURT: Thank you. Please be
iseated. . | ) |

.Ahadies and gentlemen, did- every member :
. of the jury comply w1th my 1nstructlons over the
.lunch hour?- If you did, please raise your rlght
“hand; All’right.'.All_IB jhrors have indicated

‘they. complied with my instructions.

Call your next w1tness

- MR. CANNON : Thank you, Your Honor.

”The State calls Investlgator Nick Powell

NICHOLAS" POWELL

heing?firSt.duiy sworn, testified_as follows:’

THE CLERK: Please state your full name

and spell your last

THE WITNESS: Nicholas Ryan Powell,"

'P—O—W—E—L—L

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR: CANNON:.

Q. Ihvestigator Powell, how are you?
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1 A. Good. How aré you?
2 Q. Doing well, thank you.
3 You have been here for the last two
4 days-sitting in the courtroom. So'you've heard a
5 lot of the testimony so far.
6 | Where are you currently employed?
7 ‘ A.J Goose Creek Police Department.
8 Q.' How long have you been employed with

9  Goose -Creek?

10 . A. Ten years.

11 _ ‘Q. What isvyour role at Goose Creek?

12 a. - I'm‘a”narcotics investigator:ﬁ

13 Q. LAﬁd wha£ duties andAresponsibilities

14 does that give'yog?
15 A. Whaﬁ I do is -I get cases erWarded to
16 me from the patrél division that I‘havé-td follow

- 17 up on. I also field comblaiﬁts'from citizengiand '
18 address residences and individuais involved in drug

19 activities.

20 - Q. Is your work limited to drug activity?
21 . A. No. I work in the criminal
22 investigations division. So in addition to my

23 collateral duties as a narcotics investigator, I
24 also handle general cases. I'm also required to be

25 on call to assist patrol with any incidents that
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they have.

Q. What. training and experience do you
have as a law’ehforcement_offiCer?’

A. Certified through the South Carolina -
Crimiﬁal Justice Academy. I worked on the patrol
division for appréximately_two and a half yeérs;

I've been in the criminal investigations for four. -

~and a half years; I've received training in

investigations and.crime scene processing,
interview, things: of fhat néturef
Q. Were you'Wbrking in May of 2016 in
Goose'Creek? | - -
 A. I was.
v.Q!. Specifically May .7, 20162

A. Yes. I wasiphe on—callvinveStigator

| thafnevening.

0. What were your duties as on-call

investigator of. Goose Creek thatwnight?,'

S AV My duties, again, if I was contacted -

'génerally:by the'superVisdr on dﬁty;'they would -
. have mé'respond out . to a .scene and assist patrol-

~with: whatever they had going on.

Q. 'Did you have opportunity to respoﬁd to
a robbery that night?

A. Yes, I did.
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1 0. Where was that located?
2 A. At , | . That's
3 located in Goose Creek, South Carolina, county of
4 . Berkeley.
5 Q. When you arrived on scene, who was
6 present? |
) | A. Sergeant Vasquez was on scene along

8 with Officer Elder and Officer Smith.

9 Q. Okay. And upon your arriving on scene,
10 whatvdid you learn? |
11 - A. What I.hadliearned is that there we:é
12 ‘two victims present during the robbery. One of the
13 H victims,'Mr;'Lord; was transﬁorted to the hospital
14 due to a laceration he sustained to the hand. His
15 wife, the other victim, was still on scene.
i6_ ~ What I had learned is.that they had " o
17 arrived home after their workday, and they were-
18 approached by an unknown black male~suspect;‘and.
19 that individual had robbed them at knifepoinﬁ and'
20 then fled from the scene following the incident.
21 | Q. | Were you able to locate any suspects
22 - that evening?
23 A. I was not able to locate any suspects
A24 that evening.

25 Q. What was roughly the next thing that
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~you did to have involvement in the case?.
A. That evening, again, I went out to the

scene, and 'upon obtaining the information from the
officers on scene, ‘I requested a crime scene

investigator respond out to assist with scene

'processing[';CSI Favero responded outhto“the.scene
"to deal w1th ‘that.
I also learned that evenlng ‘that there'

”was a K9 track that" proceeded behlnd the re51dence

towards Hamlet Park. I went to that area and

" photographed and collected some 1tems there for

'further proceSS1ng

Q. What leads dld you have in the case at

:thatlpolnt?

Y-S I dld not have any leads at that p01ntf
l«Q.' What dld you do as. a result° )
,f A, ,Based on.the 1nformatlon I‘obtained

;scene. I set up’ an 1nterv1ew whlch occurred on
~AMay‘lOth. I conducted that 1nterv1ew at the Goose
ereek-POllce Department where I spoke w1th4Mr. and

" Mrs. Lord in'regards to the incident;

‘Q.'_ Were you able to gather'any additlonal
lnfOrmation about what' had occurred?

A. " I did.. Again, pursuantAto?these ‘

“
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‘interviews I do, I try to get a background on the

victims to see what was going on that evening and
the sequence of events that occurred prior to and
leading up to the robbery.

In speaking with the Lords, I.

' understood they operated a convenience store on
‘Remount Road, that‘they would take the proceeds

home from the business that evening I asked'them

who would be aware of thelr res1dence as far ‘as
know1ng where they llved

And I obtalned a suspect, T actually

got a phone number at the tlme from an 1nd1v1dual

Mr Lord 1nd1cated ‘he had a . subject come to his

re51dence in regards to AC repalr - He dldn t have

a name, but he prov1ded me a telephone number

Q.d What dld you do w1th that telephone

number?

A.  That information was provided for our

crime analyst. She did a query through Facebook.

‘Most people associate their Facebook accounts with’

telephone number, and so it's a quick general

database search for us. .From there, I was able to

vdevelop,aﬂsuSpect. I had a name at that time.

And, again, that was information based

- off of information provided by the victim regarding
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who would actually know where he lived.
Q. As a result of developing the suspect,

what did you do with that information?

A. Once I got that information, I do
what's called a badkground check. I get from
various loCal state databases fo get an idea of who
I'm dealing with. ‘Again, I get all the information
as far as race, age, height, Weight; I get DMV, I
do background checks to see 1f there was any prior
criminal acts,'anythiﬁg.of that nature.

I was also ‘able to determine a place of

‘employment regarding his AC work, so I was able to -

follow up on that..

Q. Okay. Did he make contact with this:
individual?
A, I did not make contact with him, but I

made contact with his boss which is Fogel heating
and air. It was Randall Fogel‘that'lfspoke to ahd'

just to get~séme preliminary information on him, to

‘get. an idea of who this individual was, if he
'actually worked there and what kind of work he did

for the company.

Q.~. After you had done that much of an

‘investigation, what other leads did you have at

that -time of the investigation?
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A. I didn't have any other leads at that
time. Again, we were still trying to see if there
was anything in the .victim's background that might
suggest who would be targeting them at this point;
because, again, based on the information that I
got, I felt due to it being a cash business,
someone knew who they were and knew where they
lived for that matter. But that was the only lead
I had developed'at the time.

Q. After you had spoken with Randall Fogel
-- I'm sorry, Fogel heating and air?

A. That's correct.

Q. Randal Fogel is thé name. When you met
with them and after yoﬁ'spoke with them, what did
you do wifh that information? ‘

A. What I did was, based on the
information provided to me from the wvictim aﬁd some
of the background that I got frém.Fogel heatingvaﬁd
air, I requested what's célled a lineup through
SLED. And basically what it is is a six-pack of
photos that they prepare.

And I was -- I was going to attempt to
use that and see if the victims in this case could
identify the attacker that came out that hight.

Q. And you mentioned the six-pack lineup,
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I‘understand'what that is, but can. you'explain to

‘the jury what a six- pack lineup 1s°

A. Absolutely SLED being the South

Carolina Law Enforcement Agency, they prepare these

' six-packs for us. And it's one piece of paper and -, -

it has six different photos’onvthere;. We submit -.

tthe‘information'for the individual that we think.

may be invoivednin the incident. And basically

‘there are flve other photographs that prepare along

‘ with it. Those have 81mllar characterlstlcs and

features,about them;"
'S 3>again; if somebody were to look at

this, they would hone in on who. that individual was

i_based on the speclflc characterlstlcs - But, .agaln,*-

we submlt a request via e—mall to SLED and then'

they send us that 1nformatlon back

.AQ., After you dld that dld you present

Athat 5ix- pack llneup to the Lords°.d

a. T dld I met w1th them at thelr

convenlence store to show them those llneups 'What

: we do is we meet w1th each 1nd1v1dual separately

out of eye and earshot, so they don't attempt to
influence each other's decisions'onhthOSe;

We also have an advisement form that

we're required to read them by departmental policy.
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I have to read that out loud to them and then I

actually have them sign indicating, and I sign as

. well.

Q. And after -- you said -- I think you
Just mentioned,that you did it separately. You .
kept them separate from each other? ‘

A. Yeah. ' I met with them -- although we
were at their store, I made sﬁre that they were

separated from each bthér,_again,»when I'm allowing

them to view thesé]things., That way} Qne-is:not

listening on the other, because, again, the photos
are the same, the numbers, everything. |
0.~ After you showed that to the victims

independently of cach other -- or independent of

éach other, Whatfwere‘they able to ascertain?

A. I'met with Mrs. Lord and showed her the

photographs'on the lineup. She viewed that and she

- wasn't able to make an identification that night.

She didn't indicate any of the individuals pictured
on there br thé suspect. - » |
T also showed it to Mr. Lord that
evening and he loéked at that. He wés,uhable to
make an identification; although, he indicated
number 3 which was Mr. Kit, was indeed the AC guy,

but he had previously identified, but didn't
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indicate that was the suspect.
Q. After you did that; you were

unsuccessful in identifying the possible suspect of

~ the May-7th‘robbery, what was the next thing you

did in the case?

A. The next thing I did in this case, 1

received information on June 3rd from the victim,

Mr. Lord. He had obtained some video surveillance

footage from his home surveillance system, in which

case there were two individuals observed walking

down his driveway.

and he believed, again, another robbery
Was going to take place, in his\mind,'which is why
he cbntactéd_me'and provided me with’that;

Q. You sat in hereialready and you've

actually seen what's been marked as State's Exhibit

12, which was a video surveillance of the Lords"

. home at - . ~on June 2nd. When was this

received_aéain?

A; .. I received this information on June
3rd. |

Q. Okay; And you have -- how‘many times
have yoﬁ seen this'video? |

A. Multiple times'since‘thét day, along

with sittihg down and viewing the video that's on
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the disk that you have.

Q. Okay. Whenever‘you -— (playing video)
whenever you saw this video, I'm going to pause it
right there, had you ever seen either of the
individuals before?

A. I had not.

Q. Okay. And was this the first time that
you had actually seen people 1n the area?
A. This is the first time that I observed |

them in the area, that's correct.

0. After you saw this video, what did you
do next?
A. Based on this information provided, I

got what is.called an operational plan, and
basically it allows us to conduct sufveillance in
the area. I tasked certain officers with
assignments. |

The purpose of it was, again, based off
of the observations made on the video in the
pfeviOus robbery, was to see if we could catch the
suspects perhaps in the act to determine, again, 1if
this wes going to happen and tie it into the
original robbery.

Q. Okay. As a result, when did this plan

start?
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A. This started on June 3rd, the same day
that I received the‘video_surveillance‘from-the
victim. ) |

Q. Okay; . _

MR. CANNON;.A Permission to approach
the Victim’> | | |

‘ THE COURT: ~ You may..

.BY MR CANNON':

0. On -June 3rd, when‘you began the

" investigation, where were you positioned in the

area?
A.  Myself and Officer Wegner, who was with
me} we Were in~an unmarked vehicle and we 4

p081tloned ourselves 1n the drlveway here And

Q.-' On June 3rd what observatlons dld you

make from that pos1tlon’>

;.A.Al I myself didn't ‘make any observatlons

-based on that but I learned that the victim 1n

' thlS-oase who, agaln,_l maintained telephone

contact'durlng the surveillance, while driving home

down;HamletRCirole and then coming on‘Norfolk Way, -

he observed two black males in the area.

Rather than turnlng left, I learned

that he made a right turn onto- South Norfolk Way
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and learned that these two individuals followed him
in that direction. Once he procéeded back to the
residence, 'I did not observe eifherlone of these
individuals in the area-at the time from my vantage
point.

Q. And as a result of that day, your

inability to see anybody, what did you do to change-

- your plans?

A. Again, I, myself, was positioned down

’:here with‘some officers over here. We deployed a

deer cam down in Hamlet Park, but, again, based off

of the information that we learned, we decided to

‘place officers in some other locations to have a

‘more advantageous view of this location.

And we also deployed a deer cam-hefe at
the intersection in hopes Qf‘captﬁring individuals,
again, if théy.returned to thét area.

. 0. Okay. Again, this was §n~June 3rd?
A. Well, June 3rd is when theiinitial took
place and then there:was‘subsequent suryeillance

conducted on the 4th.

Q. Let's talk about the 4th now.
A. Okay.
Q. On June 4th, do you recall what time

you got to the area?




w N

10

11

12
13
14

15

16
17
18

19
20
21
22

23

24
25

, . 297
NICHOLAS POWELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. It ‘was, approximately, 7:00. We would

“brief every day at 6:00 at the police department

with the officers who were involved and then. we
wouldvgo'out shortly after that.

Q. On June 4th, when you arrived on scene,

" where did you p051tlon yourself?

'Af» ‘Again, I posrtloned myself in the B

driveway here at North Norfolk Way.
Q. Okay; On that date, who was with you,

do you recall?

A. I want to say Investigator Tremblay was
with me in the,Vehicle that day. - His”vieWpOint was
of the park area and mine was looking down the

street,_which obviously allowed me a view of

”;anybody breakihg~the plain here from Norfolk onto .

North Norfolk and then ‘the victim’s residence.

Q. On June 4th, from your position in that

: drlveway,,what observations did you make?

A. My observations that day, T obeerved
two black-males. They had come down Norfolk to -
towards North Norfolk Way in this area
(indicating) . b

‘As previously testified by one“of the

officers, there was act1v1ty in the area at that

time. There was an 1nd1v1dual in front of this
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residence down here (indicating) that was pressure
washing, and so these individuals stopped where
they were at and they returned back towards Hamlet
Circle. | |

Q. What’other information were you ablé to
gather on June 4th? |
' A. . Additionally, I learned that there was
a vehicle that was pulléd into Hamlet:Park that day
and identified as.é siiver Chevy.Impala. Officer
Erickson, who was on the operation that day, he was
also in an unmarked vehicle. That vehicle was
Qbsérved ieaving-Hamlet Park, taking a right‘oﬁto
Hamlet Circle.

I instructed Officer Erickson over the

radio'to'foilow tﬁe vehiclé'OUtvand obtain a tag
number'for“us; which he was able to do.

Q. Okay. As a result of that information

AL .Based'on that information, obviously,
having the vehicle tagged, I was able to determine
who the registered owner waé, obtain a photograph
of that individual and conducted a background
check.

| Q. What was the next thing you did in the

case?
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'A. - The next thlng I dld in this case, we
did not.conduct an operation on June 5th but we v'
did one on June 6th. We set. ourselves up in the )

same area, but on that day there was heavy

rainfall, so we were unable to observe anythlng

And, addltlonally, l“had another .-
offiCer-inJa residence over;here'(indicatlng),a-

again, who would provide a"vlewpointiof this:area,

’butfnothlng was observed that day.
Q- Okay._'When?was the next time that you -

‘initiated a surveillance plan?

“.Ar The next-surveillance plan was

conducted the following day, whlch would have been

‘June 7th. Agaln,_we posrtloned ourselves in the

area, ~and I put myself back over here in the

drrveway.y:No observations were,made that day-as

. well.

.Q. All right. sAndvthen, agaln, when was

the next time you did anything in the case'>

A, June 8th. On that date and tlme, I

chose to have Sergeant McElman and Offlcer Mltchum .

in the vehlcle with me. And-what I did was,»I was

going to’ deploy them out from the vehlcle I. was in

and allOW'them'to'put themselves lnto.pos1tlon;ofa=;

the residence. = -

299
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While we were doing that, we were

.driving down Hamlet Circle and we observed a black .
'male that was walking along the sidewalk here on
'Hamlet Circle. (Indicating.) We proceeded past
" North Norfolk Way énd went down to the next one,

‘which would be Warwick Trace, and allowed them to

exit the vehicle at. that time, and then proceeded

‘back in this direétion,and positioned ourselves in

'ﬁhe driveway over here. (Indicating.)
0. . And you-say it was one individual you.
saw? ‘
A. 'iYés. 'That‘day-was one indiViduall’-'“
0. Had-yoﬁjéeen‘that individual before?
A. \Yeah.'ZTﬁat individual had been

observed before -and, again, during our previous

 surveillance where this individual was over here.

(Indiéating;) And there is also corresponding deer

,cam‘images-to go along with that.

'AQ. Oh‘June.8th, the observationé you made

with dropping off Sergeant McElman and PFC Mitchum

~on Warwick Trace and you returned to your spot in

the driveway, did you make any other observations

- that day?

A.  There was also observations of the

vehicle. Again, the same Impala that was observed
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over in the park are that day.
Q. '~ .What was ‘the next thing that you did in
this case? |

Aa. The next thing I did in this case, we

~had subsequent surveillance I was conducting on the

following day, June 9th. Based on the information

that we got regarding the vehicle, I had attempted

"tO'gb to the registered'address of the vehicle to

see if I could locate’it. "I went to the residence
several times and didn't observe the vehicle.

So we decided we were going,ﬁo cbnduct
what's'consideredzrolling surveillance whefe you

would use vehicles to follow it. We were trying to

determine potentially where it wasjcomingrfrdm or -

where it was going after these. So rather than

‘ placing’mySélf in-the}driVeway here (indicating), I

~actually positioned myself at ‘the entrance to the

Hamlets.
As soon-as you turn on Hamlet from

Crowfield( ﬁhere is a dialysis clinic, and T

-positioned myself there. which would allow me a view

of any vehicles coming into the subdivision.

MR. CANNON: Permission to approach
the witness? |

- THE COURT: You may.

301
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1 BY MR. CANNON:
2 Q. I show you what was previously marked
3 as State's Exhibit 42. Do you recognize this?
4 A. I do recognize this.
5 0. We watehed that earlier today. It
6 contains some videos. What were an those videos?
7 A. There is a trail cam video. Again,

8 there was a trail cam that we deployed at the

9 intersection Which would have been poeitioned on
10 this side. I believe Officer Mitchum mentioned
11 that -earlier in his testimony.
12 Rather than having static imagee which
13 were associated with the other deer cams we were
14 using, this one would actually shoet video. - Again,
15 it was motion activated.
16 0. Have you hadia chance to view.these’
17. videos? |
18 A. I have.
19 Q. Doithey appear to be a eomplete and
20 accurate depiction of the ttail cams involved in
21 your investigation in this case?
22 . A. Yes; they do.
23 Q. Do they appear to be altered or
24 manipulated in any way?

25 | A. They do not.
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MR. CANNON: At this time, -the State
would move  to enter ——‘push into -- put 1nto
evidence EXhlblt 42 .
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SMALDONE:. None from tneldefenseL

. THE COURT: State's 42 into evidence .

fw1thout objectlon

(PLF. EXH 42 in‘ewidence.) '
| d'MR.’CANNON:; Permission to publish to
the jury? . |
| | | V'THE COURT: You may.

(VideoAplayed'in’open'court.)

‘BY MR. CANNON

Q. -This was a- trall cam. 1mage from:

\June 9th 2016 Where was thlS camera- or trall cam.

p051tloned on: the map to your left°

- 303

303

. lA. Yes. - The . trall cam was p051tloned here\~

’along the fence llne, which would allow view from
Athe Norfolk area out towards Hamlet Circle. It

Ap_would capture anybody walklng from this dlrectlon

Q. And thlS video 1s clearly not a statlc

-= it's mov1ng, it's an image, it' s a video.. Had

‘you seen ‘this" person before°

A.'szes; This 1nd1v1dual had been observed
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1.  before on the surveillance operations that we

2 éonducted.

3 Q. Back it up fof a second. Again, this

4 1s what day?

5 : -A.. This is June 9, 2016;_ N

6 . Q. Okay. And this is a little bit later

7 in'timé based on the timée stamp atvthe'bottom, bﬁt _
8 who is this person?
9 . A. Again, this is the same individual that

10 we just previously observed on the other video.

11' This would obviously depict him walking back'the

12 other direction which would_be back towards Hamlet
13 Pafk. ’

14 . o.  Okay. And that was June 9th which was
15 -fthe‘day,you.did the fglliﬁg sﬁr?eillance?‘
16 - - A.  Yes, sir. The day we’cdnducted the

17 surveillance.

18 Q. Okay. After that image was taken,

19 where did you move into.position from?

20 . A. Where I wés.in position from, again, I
21 ébserved the véhicle coming intO‘thevsubdivisibn

22 from the froht of the Hamlets. I §§sitioned myself
23 back into the driVeway heré.A \

24' . Obviously, since there was concern that

25 - this individual may come to the victim's residence,
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so I put myself in a pOsition to be able to observe

the'intersection along with the victim's residence. .

0. And as a result of being involved in
the rolling surveillanée, where did you go?
A. Subsequently, after we observed the

vehicle exit the subdivision, again, myself,

‘Investigatoerart,,Were in a vehicle together.

Sergeant‘McElman and Officer Mitchum were in
separate.Vehicles, Wé traded off as we continued
to continuously observe the vehicle. Subsequently,
pursﬁant't§:our route, we.ended up on Minton Lane
ih Moncks Corner. A |
0.  Were you'abie-to identify how many

people'wére‘in the vehicle?

| A I believe there was two.people in.the .

vehicle at the time. When the vehicle initially

“entered the subdivision, I'was able to positively:

identify Tiffany Ravenell as the driver at the‘time

based on my observation pbint, and I obServéd a

" black male passenger in the vehicle.

Q. As a result of your rolling
surveillance on June 9th, what did you do next?

A. Additional information was obtained by

Officer Hart in reference to this. Spécificélly in .

regards to Minton Lane, the association with

305
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Tiffany Ravenell and the address.on that location,
but following that event we conducted another
surveillance operation on June 10th in the same
area.

Q. As a résult of that surveillance, when
did you»arrive on scene?

A. Again, we arrived on scene
approximately 7:00 as we often did at‘that time.
Again, 6:00 briefing aﬁd 7:00 we would put
ourselves in the area. |

Q.  Who was preéent at that time?

A. So, again -— and I'll show you based on
the positions we weré iﬁ. Myself and Officer Hart,
we were in the driveway here at North Norfolk
Way. Sergeant McElman and Officer Mitchum were in
the residence here at

Additionally, we had Officer Erickson

in an unmarked vehicle. He had placed himself near

the entrance area and then we also had Officer
Jones who was in a marked unit. We had positioned

him further down Hamlet Circle.

Q. Do you know how many people arrived on
that date?
A. As far as the individuals that arrived

at the park and subsequently ended up on North
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Norfolk,uthere were two black males that arrived on

that day along with the driver that was in the

'Vehiole. R

Q. Were trail'oams aet up that'day?

A. - . Yes, we did have trail cams-set up that -
day; | _
| Q‘ ‘ I m still g01ng to play for you-

' EXhlblt 42 which-is marked the June 10, 201e6.

}(Playrng:v1deo in open court7)~f'

What is that an image of?

Aa. That's'ah<image of Hamlet Park whichfisA

where we’ p051tloned one. of the deer cams that day,

~and what you observed on there was the srlver

_Impala.

Q.- Okay.. Do you recognize these people?
”3~Ah' Yes,l'These arevthe,two defendants in
this oase,'Chris Williams'and Terry Lewis‘ And,

again, thlS is captured on a deer cam positioned .

.here on North -- or correctlon,'on‘Norfolk facing -

;out towardS'Hamlet Circle.

Q. What day was this?
-A:T " This would have been on June 10, 2016.

Q.': Okay - How did you know where the

victims were at the tlme°

a. I malntalned telephone contact w1th ‘the

307
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victims. And in speaking with Mr. Lord, who was

operating his business, I would know when he was

departihg_his business and, subsequently, when he

arrived in the area and was returning home. We

-would’stay on the phone the whole time.

Q. Okay. Do you recall about what time
the victim arrived? - |

A. I want to say the victim arrived

'approx1mately 8:30, 8:45 that evening, if I recall.

Q. And where were you positioned on
June 10th? |
A.. Again,'ln the drlveway here at -

North Norfolk Way, along with Officer Hart who was
in the front of the van.

Q. And can you descrlbe —-—.can you
1dent1fy on the map where other people were
positioned that day? |

A. Absolutely. Again, we were positioned

~ here in the driveway; there were two of us.

.Sergeant McElman and Officer Mitchum were under the

front stairs of this residence:here. - (Indicating.)
Subsequently, we had Officer Eriokson who was
initially positioned up near the entrance. And
then, again, Officer Jones 1in a ﬁarked unit was

further down, the next street over from where we
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were at. . -

Q. Okay.v What observations did you make

from ydur position'on.Junerloth?

A. ° Specifically, from my position, what I

‘was observing that day, again, the two previously

identified individuals on the video' that you just
saw subseqﬁeﬁtlylcame down Norfolk." »
They-took-a left here on North Norfolk

Way and then those two individuals proceeded down

" the driveway at ‘ . . And then,

obviously, passing‘this,pOSitibh on the residence,

T was unable to maintain visual contact -at that

time.

. Q. Do you know where the victims were at -
that time?
A.  The victims,‘I believe,_were departing

the business and were getting ready to come home.

0. - How long before was it-between the time

you.lost'sight of the two individuals Walking
betWeen the houses until the time the victims
entered the neighborhobd?

A.  Approximately, 30 to 45 minutes.

Q. | Okay. _What was the néxt thing that yéu
remembef observing? ' 4

A. . The next.thing I remember obsetving,'A

309



310 310

NICHOLAS POWELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

again, I was maintaining telephone contact with
Mr. Lord, was that the vehicle he was operating,

while it was passing by Hamlet Park, I heard a loud

honk coming from that direction. And the way I

would describe it, .it sounded like had depressed

Y

the horn and.-held it, sustained that as to alert

7 somebody. |

8 ; Q. What was the next thing.observed?

9 ‘ . A. The next thing I‘observed in thie case
10 was the victim in this incident. 'He arrived on
11 North Norfolk Way and was heading back to his
12 residence, and observedihis vehicle turniﬁg right
13 and going down the driveway.v
14 | MR. CANNON: - Permission to approach

15 the witnees?
16 o | _ THE COURT:- You may..

17  BY MR. CANNON:

18 . . Q. Do‘you recognize this disk?

19 | A. I do recognize this disk.

20 . Q. What is this?

21 | A. This disk is from the home surveillance

22 footage. This was on June 10th, the date that we
23 were referencing.
24 Q. When did you see this footage?

25 A. I obtained that footage following the
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incident.
Q. Have you had a chance to review this

disk?
A. -.I have.

0.~ And how do you know what is Qh,the

" disk?

. A,v"Again,,I.haVé bbsérved;thé videovon
that disk. | |
| | Q. I that‘ybur signéturé'bn the disk?,:
m. Tt is. | o

Q.a"Does_it3appéar.towbe_a'complete~and

accurate depiction of-thevJuné}thh:surVeillance?

. A. - Yes.

Q. Does it appear to be altered of:‘

‘manipulated in anvaay?”f

~¥-A. Tt does nbt;'   |
MR. CANNON: . At this time, .the State

would move to enter State's. Exhibit 39 into

“evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?
MR.-SMALDONE: No objection.

THE COURT: - State's 39 into evidence.

“You may publish.

(PLF. EXH. 39 in evidence.)

" BY MR. CANNON:

31
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Q. Do you recall about what time-it was

the houses?

A.  Approximately, 7:45.

Q. And this is in June?

A. This:is in Juﬁe;

Q. Did'you make any observations about the
two -- the two men?.

A." Yeah. Aside from, again, where they

wéfe}going that evening, their apparel didn't seem

a little strange,
0. Do you recognize these two individuals?

A. = Yes. These are the two individuals in

this action, Chris'Williams and Terry Lewis..

Q. Can you distinguish who is who?

A. Unfortunately, I've got a glare from

this side.

Q. You can sfep down if you-need to.
A, Absolutely, I would appreciate it.
Based on the video that I'm observing here, the
first one.that you see closest to the bottom of the

frame would be Chris Williams and then the subject
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behind him would be Terry‘Lewis.

Q. I'm going to pause it right there. Are

you able to see what this video image is?
A. Thié‘is video surveillance ffom-the
rear of the residence. _(v
| ‘0. . Okay. And that image, the last image
we just obsérVed,'can you pinpoint wheré that' .
camera would be positioned on the back of the
house? |

K. The camera itself would be positioned

,on‘thebrear'of the residence which would allow view

in thisAdirection. (Indicating.)
0. _Okay. Looking back towards the water?

-A. Yes,-thatis correct.
Q.k After you observed the twd,indi#iduals

go between the house, and you said it was about 30, .

45 minutes befdré the victim came home and you
heard the horn honk, what was the next thing you
observed?

A, The next thing I observed,. proceeding

the horn honk was the victim in this case arriving'

home in his driveway. and turning down past my

- viewpoint.

Q. Did you maintain visual contact with

him?

313
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A. I maintained visual contact as far as I
could with the victim in this case. Once he
proceeded down the driveway, what he would do is_
turn.around and come back up the driveway. Oncé
his vehicle, the nose of hié vehicle came-back out,
I was able to observe him at that time. |

Q. What did you do as a result of him
pulling into the driveway?

A. As a result of that, again, I was -- 1
learned that the other'officers, Sérgeant McElmaﬁ‘
and Officer Mitchum, based on their viewpoints,-
provided me the information that there were two
individuals exiting the brush over here.
(Indicating.)

Officer Hart, who was with me, placed
the Vehiéle in reverse, positioned ourselves just
to the left of the residence here (indicating), in
which case we exited the vehicle. Officer Hart
went back to assist with the detaining'of these
individuals, and I spoke with the victim over here
(indicating) just advising him what was going on.
| Q. Did you make any contact with the two
males-in the back yard at that time?

a. I proceeded back there and observed

where they had been and the fact that they had been -
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placed in handcuffs at the time.
0. What observations were you able to make

at that time?

| 'A.-.vThe'Qbsérvations at-that'time,'

o obviously, these were the two individuals we had

previOusly?dbservethhaf were coming into the area

_pfdceeding dowﬁ the driveway correspohding.with the

déer'dam footage we had to go along with that. -

And then:-I further learned’that,there

was some'objects'that they threw into the brush
~back there. Sergeant McElman and Officer Mitchum

notified me of these objects, subsequently showed ' |

me where they were at. They turned out to be4a 

stun gun-and a-can of Mace.

in plaCe,;coilected them, and theh submitted them

into evidence.

Q. .7 And those.itemsfhave been moved into‘;

| evidence as Exhibits -35 -~ excuse me, 37 and 38..

them. " Are those the items that you had recovered

‘or saw thatvnight?

A. Yes, those were the items.we .recovered
from the brush area.

Q. . After you madéﬁthoserbservationsk,what

;'IfSubsequently phétographed those items

315
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did you do next?

A. Based on -- again, after I had

w N =

collected the evidence from the scene, T
4 coordinated with the patrol division to transport

5 these individuals back.  I also notified -- again,

)Y

you have to understand there were a lot of things
going on at-the same time.

Officer Erickson.observed the'Chévy

o o

. Impala exiting Hamlet Park taking a left,

10 maintained visual contact with that vehicle.

11 Officer Jones - who was involved in therperation‘-
112 .conducted the traffic stop on the vehiéle‘in which-

13’..Tiffany Ravenell was found to be the driver.

14-l .1 advised him to place-her under arrest
“15v» into custody, have her transportéd ank along with

16 = the two other individuals, all-of.which were

17 separated in separate vehicles,.and'then have her

18 . - vehicle towed'énd sécured.in our lock-up areé for a

19 ' search warrant -later’ on.

.20 e Q.  You made mention that you made contact

21 . with-the'victim in4the case. Who was in that

22 vehicle when it arrived home earlier‘that night?

23 A That.was Sho Lord.

24 : Q. Wﬁat was his demeanor-that ﬁight?'

25 : A. . He was extremely fearful for himself.
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In fact, him and Mrs. Lord usually come home

together, but, again, he knew of the two
individuals that were there based on him pulling up
the footage that you had previously observed, so he
actually had her go to -- I believe it was her
Sistér'S“house‘that night, so she wouldn't be in
the vehicle._ |

The entire time he was extremely .
fearful of his safety; hence, why he changed his
pattern of not parking around the back of the

residence'andvinstalling lights and things of that

nature. .

Q. After you made contactrwith the
individuals in the back yard and kind of closed up -

the scene there, what was thé next thing you .did in

. the case?

A, I proceeded back to thé’police
department there, and I coﬁdudted'intervieWs
sepérately with eéch_Qf the'COFdefendants in this
case. | |

Q. . After you éonducted those interviews,
did,you'do'anythinglelse in this case?

A. Subsequently, pursuant to those
interviews, I.was able to obtain particular

information,’specifically, details not only

317
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concerning, obviously, the surveillance we
conducted, but information specifically tying this
back to the first inéident.

So arrest warrants were drafted for
each of the individuals based off of; again, this
arrest along with the May 7th”iﬁcident. 'So drafted
search warraht for the vehicle, which was executed
on the following day by Investigator MéWilliams.

And subseqﬁently to that, I also went
back to the victim's residence on June.l3th wherein

I videoed the exterior of the residence and

obtained some measurements regarding the evidence

and to further document the scené.‘

MR. CANNON: . Permission to.approach
the witness?

THE WITNESS: You may.
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Do you recognize this?

AL I do.
Q. I've handed you what was previously

marked as State's Exhibit 40. What is this?

A. This is a video that I took of the
residence. Again, this would have been June 13th
for documentation purposes.

Q. How do you know that?
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A. I've observed the video on the disk and

I also sighed and dated it.
| LQ. - Doeé it appeér to be a complete and
accurate depiéﬁion'bf'the video~yoﬁ did on June
13th, 20162
© A. It does.

0. Does it appear to be‘altgred or
manipulatéd in any way?

A. It does nbt.

MR. CANNON: At this time, the State

vfequests for State's Exhibit 40 to be moved into .°

evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SMALDONE: No objection.

"THE COURT: Staté's 40 into evidence

. without objection; You may_publiSh.

(PLF. EXH. 40 in evidence.)

BY MR. CANNON:

319

Q.  On June 13th, when'you‘afrived at the -

scene,. do you recall who was present with you?

A, I had Setgeant McEiman and Officer
Mitéhum were preéént with me. AndVI,also had Sho
Lord present with me that day'as weli. | B

Q{ D6 you recall what time of day it was?

A. I:béliéve it was early.afternéon when
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NICHOLAS POWELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

we arrived at the residence.
(Video played in open court.)

MR. CANNON: I'm not sure what's

“happening. I will stop that.

BY MR. CANNON:

Q. After you filmed this on June 13th, did

“you do anything else in this case?

A. Following that, no.

MR. CANNON: Beg the Court's

-indulgence?

THE COURT: Take your time.
BY MR. CANNON: |
Q. The personvseen in the videos on

several occasions, were you able to identify who

_that pefSon was?

A.  Yes. .The individual that's observed --
again, there are several times we observed é‘single
black'male and other times it was.two. On each
occasion we were able to positively identify that

individual as thé defendant in this case, Chris

Williams.
Q. Okay. Db you see Chris Williamé today?
A. I do.
Q. Where is he seated?

A. Seated to my'left;'
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NICHOLAS POWELL - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON
Q. What is he wearing?
A. He's wearing a multicolored shirt, long
sleeves. N
Q. There were dates - during that early

.June, there was sometimes two, sometimes one

individﬁal in the scene. ”How:many_times did you
see Chris Williams at-the séene?

' 'A. Again, going back, based on the
surveillance ops that wefe Conducted,,initially the
June Brd, we'didn't make any obsérvatibns. On

June 4th, Mr. Williams was observed.. Again, he was

the individual that we observed coming down to -the

- corner thatlday.

We didn't conduct operation bn Juhef5th

- no observations, no activity occurred. -We moved

forward to. the next one, which would- have been.

June 8th, where I observed him walkiﬁg down ‘the

‘sidewalk. He was observed on that day..

Subsequently, we also Qbserved_him on

the 9th[ which-is the ‘day that we conducted the

rolling surveillance. And then June 10th, where he

was observed walking down the driveway

. corresponding with the video,

Q. - Were you able to identify who the other

321

andAtheﬁ} subsequently, on June 6th and June 7th,
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1 males in the case were?
2 A. Yes. We were able to identify him as
3 Terry Lewis.
4 Q. .How many times was Terry Lewis seén at
5 ‘area or in the area without
6 Chris Williams?"
7 A. He was not seen in the area without
8  him.
9 ' Q. | Were ﬁhere times when Chris-Williams

10 was seén in.the area without Terry Lewis?
11 © ..A. . That's correct. |
12 Q. How many times did you see Tiffany

' 13 ' Ravenell on foot in the area?
14 | A. I didn't observe her on foot. The time
15 that I specifically observed her, that would have '
16 been on the 9th when she came into the front of the
17 subdivision. I had a vantage point of her vehicle
18 pulling 1in.
19 ‘Qi And Chris Williams has been charged..
20. with several things in this case. Spécifically,'
21 armed robbery, attempted armed robbefy, two counts
22 - of kidnapping, two counté of possession of a weapon
23 during the commission of a violent crime and
24 . ériminal conspiracy.

25 Why was Tiffany Ravenell not charged
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~with all of those charges? ' . o N

A.  Again, Tiffany.Ravenell was charged-

appropriately based on the offenses that occurred.

' Specifically, she was charged with the initial

'armed‘robbery where she was a participant:to.} But

in our determination, based on the investigation -

andiihformation,that we obtained, Mr. Williams was

N determined as the primary actor,fSpecificallyfthe~

1nd1v1dual that robbed Mr Lord. oﬁ the 7th.

So based on the offenses that occurred

‘wthere,‘spec1f1cally the kldnapplng, the assaulty
qtheiweapons charge, that,s why he was;chargediwfth
fthose offehses.- Subseqdehtly,jfast}forWard to ;
hJﬁhé'lOth/ based.on'the'informat;on and,.again,‘whoi

‘was doing what‘on that'day, that's how"those"'

charges were applled Wthh we - moved forward 1nto

';the attempted armed robbery and then the weapons :

charge

fQ{-f Okay Have you made a promlse to

“Tlffany Ravenell°

"A. I'have not.

'MR. CANNON: . Nothing further.of this.

_witness.

' THE COURT: ~ Mr. Smaldone.

CROSS-EXAMINATION |
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BY MR. SMALDONE:

Q. 'Afternoon.
A. Afternoon.
Q. = How are you?

All right. Let's go over a few thlngs
You charged Tlffany Ravenell with two armed
robberies?
A. Yes. I charged her_with an armed
robbery regarding to the May 7th ihcident and then

she was- charged subsequently with the attempted

-'armed robbery 1n regards to the June 10th 1nc1dent

'o.;. All rlght And to your knowledge, she -

fpled gullty to the attempted armed robbery?

a. Along,w1th crlmlnal conspiracy, .that's
correct. | | |
Q. She has not pled guilty to the. armed.
robbery, correct'>t
'a. ' That s.my uhderstanding at this time.
. Q,'- Okay - Fair to say. that armed robbery

is a more serlous offense than attempted armed

robbery?

MR. CANNON: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: What's the basis? -
MR. CANNON: 1T don't think Mr. Powell

is knowledgeable as to the extent of the law in
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terms of sentencing; that's left in the coﬁrt's
discretion. He's not here to —
| THE'COURT: Sustained. Rephrase your
questioh, Mr. Smaldone.
BY MR. SMALDONE:
. Q. All»fight; I'1l .-just pass on that. .

I want to go back to May of 2016. You

‘arrived shortly~aftéf the initial -- the initial

incident, correct?

A, Yes. .I respondéd out that eyening;

Q. Okay;* And you‘tried to make contact
with subjects iﬁ the area?

'A. I learned information from the foicérs

on scene)_and I conducted an investigation based on

~that information,' ,

ol _Okay{ No oﬁe was located on scene --
no suspeCt was located after ‘the initial robbery,
corfeét? | -

A. That evening, no.

“Q.- - Okay. And fair to say that no

- significant evidence =- no signifiéant physical

evidence was found at the scene of the initial

robbery, right?

A. Nothing significant, no.

Q. Okay; 'Fair-to say that it's just based

325
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1 on the victim's description?
2 A. Correct. Based on the subsequent
3 interview along with the information obtained.
4 Q. And the victim's desCription at the
5 time, too, right?
| 6 A. The victim wasn't presént that night,
7' but I did do a subsequént interView and obtain that
é‘ information..
9. Q. At that interview you learned what the
lO. -= ﬁhe pieces to start .your investigation, right?
11 ; _ A Yes.. To gain some preliminary

12  information from the victim ét,that time.__

13 o Q. You learned that the suspect was

14 between -- you learned from Mr. LofdAthe suépect

15 was probably between 35 and 40 years old?lb

16 Aa. Based on‘the déscfiption he provided at
17 that time.
18 Q. Right. You'learned that the suspect

19 was clean shaven?

20 A. Yes. He stated that during the
21 interview. |
22 Q. And one of your initial possible

23 suspects was someone named Monday.‘_Not named
24 Monday. Someone with the nickname of Monday?

25 A. If you're referring'to Quintero Kit,
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NICHOLAS POWELL.—“CROSSTEXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
then that-would be correct.
Q. Was there not someone else, a frequent

~customer of the store, that Mr. Lord referred to as

A. - There/mlght have been. If that's what
‘he stated during the'intervlew,-yes. |

Q. Okay Falr to say you never made

'-;contact w1th Monday°

AL I dld notr
' o.‘ After your 1n1t1al —= after the first-
alleged 1nc1dent you continued: your 1nyest1gatlon
and learned aboutAQulntero-Krt?'
A. Yes, I did _ |
Qf7» You learned that ‘he was at the fy.,'
vre81dence of the Lords'° ‘ o
rA. : Accordlng to the 1nformatron from
M Lord yes, he had gone there -
| T Q. And that was before the flrst robbery°
';A. . Yes;‘ That. would have been
approxrmately three months prlor to the 1nc1dent
"l 0. - And you learned he was trylng to sell
‘them arr condltlonlng9' '
Agf Yeah.* . Yes.
Q. And you learned that he doesn t sell

air- condltlonlng, didn't you?

327
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
A. No, I don't think that's his purpose
for the company.
Q. Right. So he was ét the_house, right?
A. ers. o '
Q. Fair to say;he1Was outside thé'scope.of
his employment at the,hoﬁse; right?
A. Again, if that was-his intended‘purpose
of the company,,then, yes. | |
Q.  What did you~learn‘his’purpose.for the
company was.? |
| A. ‘3I.belieVe_he was either a;wafehou;e
employee or maintenance worker, if I remember
corréétly. :
Q,' Right. And he's at the house trying to

sell them stuff?

A. Yes. |
Q. V'Okéy. All right. -And you never
actually made contact with Mr. Quintéio, did you?
A. I did ndt speak to him, no. |
Q. Okay. And, again, throughout the
course of your investigation, you draftéd warrants
obviously at the end of e&erythihg} right?
A Upon the conclusion, T.did, yes.
Q. And really fair to say the real basis

for the first warrant, the first -armed robbery,
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR.. SMALDONE ‘
really was Tiffany Ravenell, right?

A. Her statement corroborated the details
of the robbery as far as the date and time frame.

And then, obviously, with the observations that we

- made going into the -- what we call the MO, the

"modus operandi, basically how the: crime would have

occurred, we used those details to draft'the_

warrants.
Q. That's correct, right?
~ A Yes.
Q. But no physical evidence was found at

the first‘armed robbery?

 A; There was nothing that was found
physically, forensically, to tie this case
together, that's corfect. |

Q. In fact, there was no -- at-the time,

"there was no surveillance of the first -- of before

or dﬁring the first robbéry;»right?

‘A.f There was not; The victim in this case
didn't install survéillance:until after the primary
incident on the 7th. |
- Q. - Really, what you were working With was
just a subject description, right?

A, Based on the information provided by

the victim at the time.
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1 Q. Right. And that information was that

2 he was clean shaven? 7

3 A. Yes, based on his description.

4 Q. And between 35 and 40 years old?

5 A. Yeah. According to the information

6 provided by him, that's correct.

7 : 0. And throughout the course of your

8 surveillance after that, did you ever see

9 Mr. Williams or who you believe to be Mr. Williams
10 as a clean-shaven male?
11 A. Not that I recall, no.

12 Q. Okay. And you thought it was

13 suspioious that two people are walking around in

14 that neighborhood, right?

15 A. Again, based off of the surveillance

16 provided to us by the victim in this case, the

17 direction that they‘came from which cofresponds

18 with previous information he provided to us, we did
19 find it suspicious at the time; and, obviously, the
20 | further along we went into the surveiilance, the

21 more suspicious it became.

22 | Q. Right. So it was suspicious that two
23 males were walking around the area?

24 A. Again, yes.

25 : Q. Okay. And you know this area is near a
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‘ NICHOLAS'POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
park?

A, I do.

Q. You know the area is near water?

A. I do. |

Q. And stetimes YOu can park at-the park?
A, Yes.
‘ 0. And, in fact, fair to say that where

those images were taken, there four cars ét‘the
park? Five?
| A. Yeah.

Q.. Okay. So this is not an-.area that's

_aout-inAthe middle of nowhere, fair to say?

Al No. I mean, it's-its own community,

;but itié in thejcity.'

0. . City of Goose Creek?

A. That's correct, city of Goose Creek. .

Q. _'Ail fight. »All right. And you've'been«‘
'heré tHe whoie time; you are the chief
ihvestigatbf;  YQu heérd me ask this before,‘but
i'Y§u.hever personally Wwitnessed on those. '

'Surveillance tapes anyone-break/any léws,‘did you?

A No.
Q. - Right. So .you never saw Mr. Williams
or who you think was Mr. Williams break the law‘oh

that camera?

331
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
A. Not in the images or videos that we
obtained. |
Q. He's just walking around?
A. At those times, vyes.
0. Walking around an area with a park?
A. Yeah. Again, there élong with Norfolk
Way, yes.
Q. And I want to talk about -- you have a
few physical items that you'found,.right? |
A. Yes.
Q. Fair to say as chief investigator of

the case, you know the status of the items and what

was found on them, right?

A. Concerning the forensics?

Q. Yes..

A. Yes.

Q. You found this‘knifé,'right?

A. It was retrieved from Mr.‘Williqms the -

night of the 10th.

0. That's'right.

A. Yes.

Q. And initially you thought there was
blood on the knife, right? |

A. Yes. Yes,. I did.

Q. Okay. And you thought that would be a
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE >
pretty key piece of evidence, didn't you?
A. »Correspohding with tﬁe initial robbery,
yes. | -
Q. Right. Fair to say that's what really

tied him to .the initial robbery at the time, right?

A, Concerning the. type of knife, yéah,‘ .

that would be one of the details.

0. ‘Especially with blood on it, right?
”A.' If there had been blood; yes.
0. - A slam dunk éaSelif'there was blood,
‘right?. .
A. It wouid_be‘nicéa It would be anotﬁer'.

key‘piece;of”evidencé.

0. - There.was no ‘blood on the khifé[ was -
thére?’ | |
'3A;, jNo}‘thére~was not;
Q. Even ﬁhough'you thought.theré Was?
A. -ers; I‘did. Ybu'ré‘correct.
Q. It was tested?"
"A _'Yes/ and no blood.
Q. Testéd in Columbia?
A. A'I believe'SLED,-if that's what the

reports indicate.
vQ. No blood?

A. "No blood. -
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Q. I want to make that clear.
You learned that all of the itéms in
Tiffany Ravenell's car were also testified -- I'm
sorry, you learned that several of the items were
tested? |
- ‘A. Specifically,.the stun gun box was
processed for latent prints. .

Q. You learned there were no prints on the

-stun gun?

A. No identification was made, that's
Correcf.
Q. And you héve never wi£nessed Chris
Williams and Tiffany Ravenell's caf?
- A. No, I can't specifically indicate that

he was in the wvehicle.

0. Right. You know that'Tiffany was in.

.thé vehicle?

A. Yes.
Q. In fact, you said before -- I believe,

before the arrest you witnessed her in the car,

~right?

A. That was on June 9th when she was
entering the subdivision.
0. But never saw Chris in the dar?

A. I can't say that we observed him.
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
specifically in that vehicle.
'Q., Fair to say that if somethlng was found |

with his prints in the car, you could deflnltely

tie him to being in-the. car, r1ght°

A. ; Again, 1t would be on an object in. the_x

- vehicle.

Q. An object in the vehicle with his'

“prints, right?

A. Yeah, absolutely.
0. . None of that was found, was 1it?
‘A:  No. Again, there was no forensics in

this case.

’Q: . No/foren51cs in. thls case. .'Okay. A
few other thlngs, I belleve;' And one last

queetlon; you dldnft'personally witnessranyone.

mthrow,the itéms.in the air,. did-you? f

A, '"I'was~not,pre's'ent-durim}fthat timeé £

'dldn t have a vantage p01nt of that area.

335

Q. nght By the tlme you got - there, some -

stuff was on the ground rlght?

“A. ~ Yeah, 1t_was already'on the ground when

I got there

0. And the stuff didn't have prlnts, -did -

it?

A. No. No -latents were obtained.:
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NICHOLAS POWELL - CROSS EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
0. And no touch DNA either, right?
A. - No touch DNA. |
Q. So no evidence, no forensic evidence

'tying those items to anyone?

a. Forensically, correct.

MR. SMALDONE:  Okay. = Beg the Court's"

indulgence?

THE COURT: Take your time.:

'BY MR, SMALDONE:

Q. I said last Question; i'lied. When you
arrested my client,~Was he wearing'gloves?_v

| 'A. I believe Terry was wearing gloves, but
I don't believe Mr. Williams was ‘at the time.

MR. SMALDONE: Okay. = All right.

‘That's the last question I have.

THE - COURT': Redirect.
MR. CANNON: Justfa'couple} Your
Honor. '
REDIREéT EXAMINATION
BY MR. CANNON:

Q. Investigator Powell, on May -- when you

arrived on May 7th of'the initial robbe;y,'héw well

lit was the backyard?

A. It was poorly lit, - very hard to see

back there.
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NICHOLAS POWELL - REDIRECT EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Okay. Did you learn anything about the
light in the back part of the house?
a. As far as preceding the incident, the

victim in this case had installed additional

'lighting in the back yard. Again, in general just

changed what he was- d01ng based on that incident.
| Q. Okay Dld you have problems viewing
dlstances while you were .there on May 7th°
“A. Absolutely Again, based on the
location and poor llghtlng in that area, it was

very difficult tolsee anything. We all had to use

- our flaehlightsvto get around.

‘rQ. T underetand This heighborhood right'

- here, are you aware of any cut- through to other

'nelghborhoods°

’A}‘ No. Again, the Hamlets is a very large

circle.,tff;you'were to look at it from Google

: Maps,iyou‘could s€e a better perspective on it.

It's a large area, but there is only one way in or

‘»ioutiof the Hemlets} which is off of Crowfield

Boulevard, and it's veryiprominently marked,

" Hamlets..

Q. Needless to,say, is there a lot of foot

'_traffic'from one neighborhood to other

neighborhood?

337
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1 A. Again, no because you would have to

2 exit the subdivision to obtain access to other

3 subdivisions.

4 Q. How big is that lake?

5 A. It's a very.large lake. Again, this is
6 thé Hamlet subdivision. This lake.spans across and
7. it runs into Lakeview Terrace, which is a very

8 large body of water.

9 . Q. .Briefly, before, Mr; Smaldone asked you

10 if ybu'had ever personally seen the defendant

11 inside the vehicle. -Durihg your surveillance.from
12 June 3rd through June 10th, did you ever observe
13 ﬁhe defendant insidé;the veHicle?

14 | A. The defendant was,there'on deer éam

15 footage from those evehings;vand that Was i |

NS v‘specifically at the ﬁark.v Again, the foicers

" 17 testified they obserVed him enter around that

18 vehicle, and those would have been Offiégr Hart,
19 who had the vantage point to the park. So he would
.20 have made those observations.

21 Q. I'm going to show you what was

22 premarked -- or sorry, moved into evidence as

23 Exhibit 16. Do you recognize that?

24 A. Yes. This is the footage -- this is.

25 marked June 8, 2016. This is from Hamlet Park, and
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in this case -- and you'li see 1t up on the écreen
here,.this'is the defendant in this caSe, Chris
‘Williaﬁs, and he's standing just outside of the
driver's dodr of the silver Impala. And, again,
that is the vehicle that we identiffed'in this
cése.

'Qf';”bkéy. Did you ever, during your .

surveillance, witness Chris Williams driving a.

. vehicle? =

‘A. - I didn't observe him driving a vehicle.
»Q. Okay. Whatever came of Quintero”Kit?
AL Again} subsequent'to'the background

investigation, we attemptéd'to‘see4if he was_af 
poteﬂtial suspéct in this case. The viqfims;_

'VMf. ahd”Mré}QLord/~didnft*identify,him via.a
:phbtbgraéhic'iineuﬁ,vbut"again indicatéd he:ma§

havéibéeﬁ"the>AC,worker that came out to the house.

If‘on fast forward into the

. inveStigatiOnﬂ on theAsurvéillance and eVerything_

~we conducted, subsequent.interviews and information

obtained from those) theré-was no reason to believe
at the time Mr. Kit,was,inVOlVed.

‘He was determined as a preliminary:

‘suspect solely based off:Of‘information’obtainéd

from the victim at thaﬁ time. We Vefted him out

339
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1 regarding that as fér as.what was done, but there
2 was no reason upon conclusion to believe he was
3 involved in the case.
4 MR. CANNON: No further questions for
5 Investigator Powell. |
6 THE COURT: Re-cross.
7 RECROSS-EXAMINATION
8 .BY MR. SMALDONE:
| | Q. Regarding Mr. Kit, you ran a background

10 check on him?

11 A I did. | |
12 . : Q. And you found-multiplerdrug
13- convictions?.A - A
14‘ '  A. Yeah;'aloné with. other offenses. ‘ ‘
15 . Q. Okay. And did you learn Ehat he had --
16  he knew -- he personally knew Tiffany Ravenell? |
17 A. I don't'recall'that infOrmation;“
18 MR. SMALDONE:-'Okay. No further

19 questions. -

20 o THE COURT: You may step down.

21 ‘ : Call yéur next witness.

22 : MR. CANNON: Your Honor, at this time
23 - the State rests its case. : ' !
24 C . THE COURT: - Thank you.

25 . Ladies and gentlemen, there is a matter
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of law that I need to take up outside of your
presence. Do not begin yout deliberations. Do not
discuss the case amongst yourselves. You may take
your notepads or leave them where they are.

Please rise for the jury.

(Jury out, 2:47 p.m.)

THE COURT: Please be seated.

Any mbtioas'or matters?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Hopor, at_this time

the defense moves for a directed verdict on all

‘counts and -- on the general, but also more

_ SpecifiCaIly on both .counts -~ I bélieve, there's

two -- both counts of kidnapping.

Your Honor, there is no evidence that

anyone was kidnapped, anyone was confined, even for .
,afbrief moment . No testimony about any of the

elemernits of kidnapping that have been met.

THE COURT: Anything further,

Mr. Smaldone’>

MR. SMALDONE: Also, I move for a

~.directed verdict on the attempted armed robbery.

There is no evidence that any attempt of an armed
tobbery took place.. What we have through the
evidence, through the testimony, is my client and

another person basically, I believe, hiding in the

341
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bushes; they may have come out of the bushes
briefly.

We don't know what would have happened.
We don't know what was attempted. They were
basically intercepted before anything could be made
or inferred by that. I will point out
specifically, there is -- very difficult to find
cases on attempted armed robbery. I did find one;
it is not a South Carolina case. 1It's a North

Carolina case; Souttharolina cases are cited to

it. it‘s called State v Parker.

-In thet case someone wasebasically
laying in wait with a gun -- I can't remember if it
was outside of a store or outside of a residence; I
don't want to'misrepresent that ——vpolice

intercepted him, and, basically, he filed a motion

to dismiss,kwhich is apparently common in North

Carolina, and appellate court ruled it shou;d have
been granted.

There was no outward -- there was no i
outward act to be able to infer an attempted armed

robbery. And I believe that's just like this case.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Cannon, you

know my preference on ruling on motions for a

directed verdict. If you will go through, and I
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don't care how you do it, go through each-

indictment, and I don't care the order, and tell me

~ the elements and the testimony that has been

- presented that establishes~——

MR. CANNON: i‘just want. to be clear.
i belleve, he only made a motlon for directed
verdict on three indictments = :
| | ;THE‘CCURT:" I think he did a general
one. | ”
"MR. .C.ANNON: - Okay.

'MR. SMALDONE: Correct, I made a

. general --

: :THE COURT: And narrowed down
spec1f1cally to _f{'
MR CANNON: . As Your Honor is aware,

the State gets the beneflt in that the Court must

'v1ew the’ ev1dence ‘in llght most favorable to the

.State at‘thls p01nt of the;trlal, motlon foria

dlrected Verdlct from the defense, and.we'll.

'address these 1nd1ctments 1nd1v1dually

As to the 1n1t1al armed robbery on

'May.7 -2016”'w1thout question a robbery took place.“

Money was taken, a knife was-used testified by Sho

Lord. - He was actually sllced in the hand in the

presence of hlS w1fe whlle that occurred His
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movement was confined as he was wrapped around his
throat with one arm and a knife brought-to his -
chest with the other.

The armed robbery requires that the

property be taken by use of force with a deadly

~weapon. The knife qualifies as a deadly weapon in

this case. There has been testimony from Tiffany

Ravenell who states that Chris Williams waé the

person that did the'robbefy that night.
Theréﬁs been testimony of Sho Lord that

he, in fact, was robbed at knifepoint by a black

male. There has been no identifiéation of anyone
- ‘else other than Chris Williams involved in:that

" night.

‘As_to the assault and battery, first,
the statute ié clear wﬁen there 1is injury that
takes place during the commission of a robbery; any
injury or an attempt_to injury would then. qualify
as én assault and'battery, first.

Sho Lord had stitches.in his hand,

" which were -- he was taken to Trident to be

medically cleared from Trident Hospital after
having had his hand sliced open. Therefore, the
assault and battery in the light in favor of the

State would push past directed verdict. .
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As to.the two kidnapping counts,’Your

Honor, Mr. Lord's testimony was that the arm of the

defendant was wrapped around his neck and that he

was confined. He grabbed the knife'in an attempt
to-prevent further damage.
Even for a split second a kidnapping

can‘occur;» At that point, Mr. Lord was kidnapped.

He was not free to;leaVe; he was held and
,restralned by the defendant; therefore, the

'kldnapplng as ‘to Sho Lord should move past direct

verdict.
As to the kldnapplng of Llll Lord she

testlfled 'she was in the front passenger seat of

her vehicle-and was trylng to get out of the |
kvehlcle when the defendant approached her looklng
fforvthe money bags. She was conflned to. that' |

- imiiediate area; she'Was-unable to flee to the other

5idé of the vehicle; she was. conflned to that area

tblocked by the defendant

You heard testlmony from Tlffany

'7Ravenell that the defendant said . he had to punch

~ her to grab the bag + That comes from a

co-defendant in this case; and, therefore, again,

there has been testimony that the defendant did, in

~fact, confire and kidnap, so -to speak, under the
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laws of South Carolina as to Lili Lord.
As to the criminal conspiracy, which

would cover the entirety of the events, it's

‘without question that on several dates,

particularly May 7th, June 2nd, June 3rd, June 4th,
June 8th, June 9th, and June 10th, Chris Williams

was in the area with Tiffany Ravenell for the

" purpose of robbing or hittiﬁg a lick as the .

defendant stated on the Lords.
This is documeﬁted through -testimony of

a co-defendant, testimony of officers, and it's

been visually seen on numerous trail cams and other

officers 'who were in position to witness the event
with the purpose of robbingAthe Lords and depriving
him of his money. That is the conspiracy itself. "

The language in the indictment covers that broad

- range of dates from May 7th to June 10th when they

were finally caught.

‘As to the.attémptedvarmed robbery, the
defense wants to -harp on the fact that nothing was
done,‘that they laid in wait. There hés been
téstimony from officers, as,ﬁell as the victim in
this case, that on June 10 when hé arrived home,
when he turned arpund, that's when he saw the

defendant at that time moving out of the brush in
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his backyard, approaching towards him armed.

That was observed by Officer Mitchum -

. and Sergeant’McElman, who then saw -- when they
- approached, . saw the defendant throw weapons, which

: >Was later,determlned to be” weapons, back into the o

brush and -lay down. to try to eonoealbwhat:they‘hadt

. dore. - -There wasian“effort'towards the attempt of

Sho Lord had stated -— testlfled that

he“knew someth1ng~was g01ng on. .That S why he

:kdropped hlS wife. off at her brother s house 'He

_they were armed - He knew"that'there was'going to

that s why he dld what he dld with hlS w1fe

HlS testlmony is. that he was scared atA

- I thlnk the testlmony of Offlcer Mltchum was that f_
it soundedAllke-a herd;of elephants,.I believe,

* running out of the bush line. comirg towardS“the”

victim to at least attempt to armed rob him, . and
butifOr_the Goose Creek Police in.position to
prevent any injury from actually taking-place.

As to the:two .weapons charges,-it‘s

347

the time, and —= and the movement out of the brush ’
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unequivocal that armed robbery and attempted armed

‘robbery are violent crimes, statutorily defined.

Without question, there was a knife used in the

first incident. Mr. Lord was sliced. So

Mr. Williams being in possession of a knife during

the armed_robbery that was ‘completed on May 7 would

qualify the elements for possession of a weapon

during the commission of a violent crime would be

satisfied:

t'As to the.attempted‘armed robbery, Your

.‘Honor, w1thout questlon, again, 1t s, another

Violent crlme ? We have documentatlon that a knlfe

T was: found on Chris Wllllams that nlght as; well as

a Taser and a .can of Mace 1n the 1mmed1ate area_

Wthh was observed as being thrown back’ 1nto the’

' brush llne as the v1ct1m made his way around the

house and before the defendants were taken 1nto
custody." f ‘--'_ . ST L

‘In total and final, Your Honor, the

‘elements for all. of these-indictments that the

State has moved forward on have been met and based
on the evidence through testimony and exhlblts

preésented, we -- the State would state that the

-elements have been met and, therefore, we have met

our burden and should move past directed verdict on
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all charges. 4

THE COURT: Response, Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, nothing --
one thing in response thét I didn;t argué the first

time, and I should have with the -assault and

battery, first, there was no testimony that the:é'

was any --~therée was never any overt intent to

assault. There was no intent made. I pelieve it
waé»basically whétever happened during the - first’
armed robbéry, whoever did it, Mr; Lord accidently
grabbed ‘the knife.

S | So, Your HonOr,_I believe that that }—

I would move for a directed verdict on that case

due to those‘réasons,las well as renew my previous

motions for a directed verdict.
" THE COURT: TIsn't the intent element

met by the féct’thétlitioccurred during the

~commission of a robbery orfkidnapping?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I don't know
any case law on the assault and battery, first, but

there was no ihteht to assault. Whoever did the

 first armed robbery may have had the -- certainly

had the 4intent to arm rob, but there was no intent
to aésault‘or-commit an assault.

THE COURT: All right. So the

349
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defendant is charged with attempted armed robbery
-- in no particular order I'm going to address

these. The statements proved beyond a reasonable

. doubt that the defendant's attempt included a

specific intent to commit armed robbery along with
an act falling short of the armed robbery.
" As to the indictment for attempted

armed.robbery, the State has, under Rule 19 of the

- Rules of Criminal Procedures, has produced the

existence of evidence. I'm not concerned with the
weight, just the existence or_nonexisténcevof the
fact that there was an armed robbery and that there

was a specific intent to commit armed robbery

'taking all the facts and circumstances that were

présented. _ ,

As to the kidnapping charges, the State
-- the elements of kidnapping - doesn't.havé to
show all of them, but the ones that I think are
applicable are séize and confine. Seize means to
take hold of suddenly or forcibly. Confined means
to limit, restrict, or enclose within bounds,
imprison or shut or keep in.

The testimony that was presented by
Mr. and Mrs. Lord, both indicated that they were

either seized or confined, or both. And based upon
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‘CHRIS WILLIAMS ~ EXAM BY THE COURT

that,. the State has - met its burden for a dlrected
verdict.
As -to the remalnlng lndlctments, there

has been 51gn1f1cant testimony to establlsh those.

Your motlon for directed verdict on the.

1nd1ctments - on all the pendlng 1nd1ctments are -

_fdenled

Note your excéption to my ruling.
~ Any other motions or matters?

MR. SMALDONE: None at this time, -Your

“Honor.

THE COURT ‘All right. Mr. Williams,

please stand T will plaoe you'back under oath for

;todayr

| CHRIS WILLIAMS,

-belng flrst duly sworn, testified_as foilows:

EXAMINATIONV

" BY THE COURT:
‘0. Have‘you made a deoision‘as»toﬁwhethert

or not you will testify?

An' One second.
Q. ‘»Mr. Williams, do you have any questions

or do you need time to meet with. your attorney?

351

A.. Yeah, I need a little -- yeah, because

-—— and .the reason why_I'm asking, we'both‘didnft



352

(61 I - OV R \V N

10,

11
12
13

14
15

16
17
18

19

20
21
22
23

- 24

25

352
CHRIS WILLIAMS - EXAM BY THE COURT

know we was coming‘to trial. We knew -- I rejected
the pleé, the plea bargain that they gave me, and
we didn't know we was coming to trial.

We didn't know we was going to be
picking a jury and starting a trial immediately the
day -after.

Q. That may be YOuf belief, but.I've had
this case<docketed‘for.a‘month?_l beiieve, so —-"

A. _.Well,‘ﬁhey never told me or my lawyer.

0. That is'incérréct. And,'as a matter’of
fact, I know that I sent Qut several nofices -—

A. NQbody‘——“

Q. I'm not going to argﬁe:with you,,.sirl.~
A. ifm nof trying.to argue.

Q. I Waht --

A.  Excuse me, I'm néthrying to argue.
Q.. I_waht the recbrd to be ciear;

THE COURT: Do you know when we set
this for trial? | f _

MR. CANNON: It's in the trial brief,
Your Honor. ‘I do have a copy of the date fhe
rejection took place. The case was docketed for
trial that day.

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I did know

he was on the list, but I think what my client is
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referring to, we thought we were second for a time
and then we were first, which certainly happens all
the time in criminal court, but this .has been a
very long time.since he was in criminal court.
- MR. CANNON# June 30th.
THE COURT: June 30th?

MR. CANNON: Was the day it was

rejected. The offer has been in place.

Mr. Smaldone got the case based on a conflict out
of the public defender's office. The offer was

re-extended and finally, again, rejected on the

.record june 13th, at which time .-- the case was

already docketed, but we gave him one last

' opportunity'to plea before going to trial this

‘week.

THE COURT: How much time do you need,

Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: I think if we get ten
minutes, but, "Your Honor, I would ask if maybe, if

it please Your Honor and please the Solicitor, that

we could settle his. record before I speak with him. -

THE COURT: All right.
Whyidon't‘you read out what you believe
to be admissible? )

MR. CANNON: Your Honor, the defendant

353
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1 has been convicted of a 1985 armed robbery, house
2 breaking; 2007, assault; 2011, failure to comply
3 with police direction. I would -- the State would
4 argue that based on his history of being a
5 convicted felon, 1if He were to take the stand, we
6  could ask him about Whether -- maybe the armed

7 robbery itself would be prejudicial, but we would

8 be entitled to ask him if he was a convicted felon.

9 ‘ THE COURT: What was the date of that:
10 conviction? )
1 ‘ MR. CANNON:  1985.°
12 | THE COURT: And what was the sentence?
13 | . MR. CANNON: Twenty-one years, I

14 bélieve,,Your Honor.

15 _ ' THE COURT: All right; Mr. Smaldone.
16 .~ MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I would
17 vehemently oppose asking if he was a convicted
18 felon particularly since this case does not involve
19 firearms. There's no issue of that element.
20 - .. Under Rule 403, as well as 404(b), I
21 would object. Prior bad act, that's far more --
22 far more prejudicial than probative.

23 MR. CANNON: I think if he took thé
24 stand and tried to say that he would never rob

25 somebody, I think it comes in as being relevant to
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the case.
THE COURT: At this time, without
hearing further argument, I would allow at a

minimum for the State to inquire that he was

'conv1cted in 1985 of a felony

MR. SMALDONE: All rlght I would ask

that you note my objectlon

- THE COURT: It S noted You've been

4objecting;‘it'sfnoted. 4 e

All right. We will be at ease.
MR. SMALDONE: All right. Thank you.

MR; CANNON: One more thing, Your

'Honor.r-I could have done this when we come  back,.

Hbut for the Court to be aware the State moved into

ev1dence Exhlblt 40 and 42 On those -= they are

"dlsks, there are multlple flles in that dlSk but -

.tfor the purpose of what we moved 1nto ev1dence, on -

those dlSkS were -— on EXhlblt 40" was the

walk- through video of -the’ property on June 13
2016. " | ' |

And then on EXhibit 41, the only file

- we moved into ev1dence were the trail cam videos.:

_ 'THE COURT: ThereAare other 1tems on 40
and 41.

MR. CANNON: Correct; 40 and 42..

355
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THE COURT: I'm sorry, 40 and 42 are in
evidence. Mr. Smaldone did not object. So the
only way to cure that is that they have to come in
and we will have to play. them and you will Have to
do that. _

 MR. CANNON: That's fine. T just
Wanted to méke the Court aware.

THE-COURTQ Okay. |

MR. SMALDONE: I want to make sure I
understand your ruling. 1' |
| . THE COURT: Which ruling?

MR. SMALDONE: = The one you just said.

" .The only way for the jury -- to clarify my

understanding of your ruling, the only way for the
jury.to witness what's on those disks isfto come in
and bevplayed a specific file. |
' \THE,COURT:” Correct.

MR. SMALDONE: I'm ﬁappy “- yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Waiting on you and
Mr. Williams.. |

MR. SMALDONE: Nothing further at this
time. I will juét.talk with him. ‘

- (A receés transpired.)
THE COURT: Just a proceduralvhistory,

Mr. Williams was -indicted in September,2016; a plea
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offer, according to my record, was made on

October 17th, 2016.  A»new foer was extended

-February 7, 2017. Mr. Williams got‘new_counsel,

,and’on June 30th, the defendant rejected the offer

and it was placed on the trial ddcket; He was then
served with the LWOP notide;
Is that your undéerstanding, Mr. Cannon?

MR.‘CANNON: | That's correct, Your

Honor. .

THE COURT: 'Mr. Smaldone, I know you

»canft $peak to whatever happened before you were

- retained.

MR. SMALDONE: As far as after

everything ‘T was appointed, that's correct..

' THE COURT: Okay. And you've had

- sufficient time to meet with Mr. Williams?

MR. SMALDONE: I have.
THE COURT: And what is your
understdnding of what he_wishés to do at this time?

MR. SMALDONE: ' My understaﬁding as of a

.féw-minutes’agé, he wishes to testify.

THE COURT: All right.

And, Mr. Williams, pleése stand. I

remind you that you are still under oath.

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am.
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THE COURT: You have made the decision
to testify?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And is the 1985 conviction
the only one --

MR. CANNON:  1987.

THE COURT: Well, it was a 1987
conviction, but weidbn't have his release date.

MR. CANNON: I just have it based on

the 21 years from February 22nd, 1987.

THE COURT: But that's not what thé

‘rule requires.

MR. CANNON: It's ten yeérs from the
release date, and my understanding is 21 years
would be 2008, if my math is correct. | |

- THE COURT: Hé could have received
early release 6r something of that nature.

Do you havé,any verificétion of when he
was released? ‘

MR. CANNON: I do not, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone?

_ MR. SMALDONE:‘ Your Honor, I would move
that that wouid be past the ten years, and underv
Rule 404 (b) prior bad act is inadmissible, and,

obviously, it's more prejudicial than probative
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“under Rule 403.

THE COURT: So, Mr. Cannon, as I.

~understand it, that was not contained'in your trial

brief under- 609 (b) that ydu provide reasonable
written notice of the intent to use those.

MR. CANNON: I never —- not in the

7ftr1al brlef Your Honor "The'defense has'been
'iaware of the prlor conv1ctlon based on the LWOP
‘notlce, spec1f1cally in the LWOP notlce prov1ded

"June 30th of the prior armed robbery

-So, therefore, they are on notlce that

“he has the crlmlnal conv1ctlon 1n “his hlstory which

_~makes him: ellglble for llfe w1thout parole The:

State would argue he was aware and - on notlce that

there is a pOSSlblllty should he . take the stand -—.

5_I don t belleve unequlvocally you have to put them

verbatlm, but they re aware of what s g01ng ‘on
based on. the language - |

“THE COURT: ‘The rule regui-r,eis evidence
ofva.conviction_more_thanyten yearS“old;isinot‘,

admissible‘unless the proponent'gives"tO'the’

__adverse party suffieient.advanoed written notice of

the intent to use 'such. ev1dence, “to.provide the

adverse- party w1th a falr opportunlty to contest -

Cit.

359
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I don't believe that there's any wiggle

room there. So the gquestion to me -- and you have
been unable to provide the. evidence of when his
release'date was. Everybody in the. room agrees
that 1987.is more than ten years, so then it's --
the;ﬁime limit is when the release is; I have to

place on the record the facts and circumStances

that would allowfme'to allowAYOu'tQ‘introduce;thatv

.for purposes of impeachmént,.and then undergo the

Rule 403 balancing test.
S0 based.upon those factors, I find

that. admitting that evidence is more prejudicial

_than probative. You will'not,be alloWed to inquire-

of the conviction.
- Note your exception to my ruling.

"You may have a seat. Please explain

MR. SMALDONE: ' Yes. Thank you.
PR THE COURT:T I‘also need you to explain

to your client, if he should open the- door, okay,-

- and-those things-——:then'Mr. Cannon will be -- I'm
\assuming, Mr. Cannon, you're doing the

- cross—examination?

MR. CANNON: Assuming he takes the -

stand, yes, Your Honor.




BTN w [\ =

<~ o G

11

:12

13
14

15

16

17

18

20

21,

22

23

24
25

361

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon would be allowed
to have liberal inquiry into.that conviction.

MR. SMALDONE: That's just what I was

-explaining, Your Honor. So I've instructed him --
111 place on'the‘record,.l've instructed him to .

" not say anything like, I've never robbed anybody,

or I‘ve never been in troublé with the law, or I'm

- not the kind of guy that would rob somebody

He: knows to stay away from those waters

because-that's just -- those waters are filled with

land mines.

THE COURT: That's what I advised him’

‘yesterday. He'Will be tteated'under the same rules -

as any other w1tness that has appeared.

- Mr. Williams, do you understand and you

“still wish to testify at this time?

'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

Do you need to place anything on the

vrecord at this'timé?

MR. SMALDONE: No, Your Honor. I'm all

‘.right;

THE COURT: Okay. Don't draw attention

to'that monitor, Mr. Williams.

THE DEFENDANT: Okay.

361
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

1 (Jury in, 3:30 p.m.)

2’ THE COURT: Thank you.

3 Please be seated. -

4 Mr. Smaldone, call your first witness.
5 MR. SMALDONE: All right. Defense

6 calls Mr. Chris Williams. | |

7 THE COURT: - We have tight quarters.

8 Can you come out? Come on in this way so she can
9  swear you in.

10 ' CHRIS WILLIAMS,

11  being first duly sworn, testified as followg;

12 THE CLERK: Please state .your full name
13 and spell your lést. |

14 | i THE COURT: Chrié Williams,

15  W-I-L-L-I-A-M-S.

16 'DIRECT EXAMINATION

17 BY MR. SMALDONE:

18 Q. Mr. Williams, good afternoon.

19 v A. Afternoon.

:20 Q; Are you doing all right this afternoon?
21 : A. Nérvous, but‘I'm all righﬁ.

22 Q. I understand. I understand. May of

23 last year, do you remémber?
24 A. Not too much, but I know I didn't do

25 any crime.
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Q.

363

the Lord family in May of last year?

A.

Q.

last year?

AL

Q.

A. .

Q.

No, sir, I did not.

Did you rob the Lord family in June of

" No, sir, l did not.
”Have you ever robbed the Lord famlly°

~No sir, I have not. I did not.

When was the first that you were in

this neighborhood of what I-believe is called the’

Hamlets?

A,

A.

- some money,

So we rode over that srde to meet some fellow, the‘

wJuhe.lstﬁjl believe.

| June 1st?

Yeah

' Do you remember that day°

Yesh uh—huh.

What do you remember about~thatiday?.

_IAjdst got a-little piece of change,’

and Tlffany wanted me to rlde with her

- fellow sells marljuana. -I gave -- well, first, I

gave her some money, but she gave it to me and said

for me to do the transaction.

I went and did the transaction. The

dudes robbed me of the -money. -They didn't show 1o

363

That was my next question: Did you‘rob i
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

marijuana and they hit me in the back of the head.
I still have the knot now.

Q. Right; Do you want to stand up?

MR. SMALDONE: . Your Honor, permission
for my client to stand up?
| THE DEFENDANT : Oh,‘yeah.

BY MR. SMALDONE:

Q0. ~ There's that knot? -

A.  Yes..

Q. How did you get that knot?

A. When the dudes tried to rob me and the

\¢little beige car, or gold car, whatever color it

was, one of the fellows hit me in the back of the

‘head wifh someftype of ‘little rod.

Q. . A rod?

A Some type of rod or a slap jack,.
whatever you want to call it. |

Q.'n.bid you see it?

A. - No, i didn't see it. .I‘felﬁ it because

he hit me twice. He hit me here and a little graze

in here where I have a scratch.: (Indicating.)
Q.- Is it visible?
A.‘ The scratch? I don't know.
(Indicating.) B

THE COURT: Mr. Williams, you have to
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ask him -- just as all the other witnesses, you

- have to ask him if you move around. Have a seat.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

BY MR. SMALDONE:

Q. " And is that . scratch visible? Before we
start, is'that scrafch—visible?_
| A. - You kpow, I havep't looked at it in a
while. It was Qiéiblé. I doﬂ't know if it's still
a mqu or not. |

0. Okay. Is it.fair to say that knot on

' your head is visible?

A.  Yes.
Q.  All right. And when was this?
A. This was June lst.

Q. 0Of last year?

A. -Of last year.
0. Do you remember what the guys looked
'Tlike? B
* A, No,.I can't recall.

Q. QOkay. And how did —— how did you have,
occasiongto meet them?
(A.‘ Through Tiffany:
Q. Did you know them before Tiffany?_b
A. No, "huh-uh.

0. That -was June'—¥ that was June 1lst?

365

365.
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. CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

A. Yeah, that was on June 1st.

Q. All right. After June 1lst, did you
come back to that neighborhood?

A. Yeah, I came back looking for the
fellows. She didn't want to, you know, but, yeah,
we came back looking-for the fellows. And, like I
Say, she =—— I don't know how you use this little“

thing here -- well, all right. Up in the parking

. area.

Q. All right. Is this the neighborhood

. we're talking about? (Indicating.)

A. Uh-huh.
Q. If you want to use the laser pointer,
if it's okay with Your Honor, -then --.yeah. I

think you squeeze the pointer there. Okay. The

red button.

A. All right. When we first came in, I
guess it's through.here (indicating,) we do make a
left into there. We parked up in here. But before
we got there, up in this areé where this lake 1is,
or pond or whatever it is, they have a little -- a
little -- where fhey park at right here
(indicating), up in here. Up in this area up in
here. And that's where we met the fellows at.

And I went and got the weed -- no, up
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

here. (Indicating.) By a-little -- it's a little.

i almost -- it's not a parking area like-that, but

it's a little grassy area where people pull up and
they go fishing and stuff like that. 'Thatfs where
we meet théAfellOWé, |

When I got back to the car and I

weighed out the weed, it didn't weigh out right.
'Ahd.I;said, ﬁGY7 this ain't-right. They have to
- come up with some more weed. fAnd we followed them

. to this area.

- By the time she parkéd'aﬁd them fellows  “'
gotléﬁt and»came up:to here-(indicatingf,-thiS'is ajf'
litﬁie'area where evérybody jogs, walk thebdégs;‘br
whatever the case may be}_ .

| Q15A4Is that aléroééwélk for the tréii?
:A..{ Yeah; thatﬁé'a érosswalk fo£ thé’trail;."
o: Al right. - -

-. A;' I met ‘the fellow. ‘I'stépped the ;'

FfellpWs'hére (ihdiqating) éallingvtheir.names -
~ calling them, because I didn't know his name. All -
. i'knew, one dudefs names waé,Q. And she~said/’

‘that's Q right there.

But, anyway, up in this area is where I

‘accosted them, and that's where they hit me at and _ d

~ said they weren't giving me no more money and
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snatched the -- giving me no more marijuana and

snatched the marijuana back out of my hands that

- they had already given me.

Q. Did you come back to the area after:
that? |

A. I came back quite a few times looking"
for them because I Was heafd this -- this -- okay.

This house here, and this house here, and that
house there (indicating) was supposed to have-been

.no one lived there. That's what Tiffany told me.

" And she -- so she told me, she said --

‘and that's the reason why she normally parks there

'is because if they're not there, they'remin this

area -- in these three areas right here.

(Indicating) That they would be selling the

méfijuana or meeting the people. They roll in-:and
make the transaction and roll out. |
| And I believe she'told me thét'SVWhere

they was going’the day when théy hit me and took
the marijuéna.

Q. Do the people have cars? _

Aa. Yeah. They got out of a beige.céf.
They say gold; I'm thinking it's a beige car. |

Q. Do you know what kind of car?

A. It was a Cadillac.
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT -EXAM BY MR; SMALDONE
- Q. Do'you know, was-it like a new
Cadillac?
| FA. Itbwas an older model. One of them, I

think, it was a Eleetwood;' I think it's a longer
Versioh, I think.
Q. Okay.
A.v. I'm not sﬁre;

0. Okay. That's all right. And what

"happened after that?

A. . After?
0. After -- well, the last time - after'

you got beat up by the guy, what did you do after

Athat7

A. I believe-—— I went there a couple of.

times, I went there by myself 'and'a eouple of

Htlmes I went there w1th my- cousin. | When Tlffany
”sald they were g01ng ‘to be over there, that she got

_.word they were going to be over there.

And one day she had hlS phone That's

the day you see me walking with the phone. And

I'm, hey, I'm over here now. . If you don't bring me

my money, you. can bring meithe weed. You know what
I mean? And'they'wouldn'ttshow.

- I would walk‘f*'after'she‘parked and T

‘getyout of the car, I would walk over here where:

369
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

they got a little parking space over here and see
if the car was over here. (Indicating.) And then
I would even walk down -- if you go down this area,
there's another little cul-de-sac, something like
that there( down -- a little further down --

Q. South? | |

A. Yeah. And I Walked down there looking
for the car and I didn't see it. And so I alwayé
come back up in this aréa (indicating) because’

that's where they said the car -- where the people

~usually be at.

Q. How lonngo they usuaily spend there;

‘in the dfiveway of the park?

A. I honestly don't know. They were
supposed to have been meeting us -there, and
whenever they do go theré whenever they go iﬁ the
park or that area-there, so Tiffany»told me, said —
they come in and make the transaction and leave
out. | | :

I don't know how long they sit or wait

on the people or they get therée before the people

or whatever the case may be.

Q. How long have you known Tiffany
Ravenell?

A. I've known Tiffany for five years.
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Q.. How did you meet'her?

A ‘-I met her at Walmart.

©. - And did she WOrk‘at the Walmart?

‘A. 1 Yes, she didr -

Q. What was»yOur_relationship‘like?.

A. . At first, it”waS~—47it was -- it was

- fine,_fi mean,:Youjknow, I met her, I thought she

‘was older than what she was, you know,Awhen I

approaohed her, you know, to go - out and stuff llke.

" that. And once she - she never - told me her age
until -- that dldn.t_come 1n.unt1l<later, She told

me she was‘19~or‘20, somewhere in- that area,'and,I ,

toid-her, no, Wegcouldnft ——hWe couldn't get:

intimate like thatﬁno more because I was 49. Well,.

I'm 50 now, but-‘you>knowe

And I told her I was. older than she

: Was, and she ‘s saylng that —= what shocks me is she
'_sayS'that I threatened-her'llfe-and'her mom sAllfe.
w,ToAme;'thatﬁs'a lie; I've got letters“where>She

”wroteeme;_you'know ——-it's=just a bunch of

craziness to me. I don' t understand it.

| And here it is, I'm fighting for my :
llfe because of somethlng that she probably did --
or I can t say ‘that she dld but I know she knew

Quintero because she was the one that 1ntroduced me

371
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

to him because she called.him Q.

Q. Who is Quintero?

A. Quintero Kit was the guy when I was
talking to Sam.—— she was talking about going to
see Sam, we were supposed to be going to‘see Sam td
get the‘weed.' That's the people we met up hefé,
Qﬁintero -- they éall him Q -- and Sam. I met the
both of»them'up there. |

| The weed4wasn't‘right, the weight of
it.. I got the grinaer and the scale in the 'car.

By the time we -- I told hér to follow them. We

‘fgot up 1in here (indicatihg).‘ She parked, and I met

‘them>right about in hgfe calling them. .They. kept

walking.

What did she bring him around here for?

‘And T said, yo, she brought me over here because
“this ain't right. What you mean it ain't right?
Yo, it don't weigh up for the money, you know. You

"ain't getting nothing.

When the guy wés sayiﬁg;,what you mean
itAain't right, you know, the other guy come back
on this side. That's when he hit me.

0. And you never saw what he hit you‘with?
A. No, I actually didn't see. I thought’

it.was a little rod or something because it kind of
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

esnagged.- It hit me, and as I was falling, it hit

again. And my neck was bleeding. It snagged my"
neck right there, and it had a scar. I don't know
if the scar is still there or not. I haven't
looked at it in a while.'

Q. - But the knot on your head‘is still
there? : -

‘A It never went down -- well,yit went -

‘down, but it. riever disappeared. Most bumps it

get_—— it will go down and disappear. This one
hasn't disappeared.

Q. kaay.f Do you remember June 10th of

last year?

A.- ‘Yeah.

x~Q.- ,De you remember what happened_that daY?
" aA." Yeah.

0. Tell me about that day.

A 'On June 10th, Tiffany came to pick me’

up.- SheﬁSaid;ﬂhey, the fellows are supposed to be

‘there. * T said, are you sure? She said, yeah.

. ‘Iisaid, look -= .1 told her she could

keep the mohey. I said, don't worry‘about'it. If

you get thetmoney back for me, you get the money
back from them. I wasn't worried about it. She

said, no, he's going to be there.

373
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1 So we went over there and right -- you
2 know, right there. (Indicating.)
3 Q. Right..
4 A. And she normally parks there. She
5 - normally doesn't leave. I don't understand,
6 because every time -- after I always come and

7 surveillance this area looking for them”fellows;
8 she's always back right there. “You know, I've

9 never seen her leave. I have not known her to

10  leave from there.
11 - So, ényway, when I come on arqund this
12 - "way, I ain't see nobody. T ain't see nobody.n I
13 think I stopped here (indicating,) then I walked on”
14 to the back and I said, nobody-ié here. And-I

15 stayed right over here. And then somebody waé ovér
16 there or something like that, but my cousin wanted
17 to go into those iittlé'buéhes there to smoke a =
18 blunt.

19 And before you know it, :the gquy --
20 what's his name? Sho Lord -- Mr. Sho Lord, his
21 truck came in,vwhich I didn't know that was his .
22 truck at the time., His truck came in. And I said,

‘.23 hey, one of the fellows is right here. And hé

24 said, no, that's not the car. |

25 So -- so when the truck left out of
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CHRIS WILLIAMS -~ DIRECT’EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

here and passed us, and I said, come on,-let's'walk

‘up there and go and see what S goling on. The truck

left from my sight, and me and my CQUSln came out

. and we was rlght -— probably about right here.

(Indlcatlng )
Q. Right there? (Indicating.)
A. . No, a little closer. We was just .

.coming out when we saw the- fellows coming from

around.the building, the house. But the .car had
alreadY'left because I mentioned it to Mr. Powell.

I;said, the guY'had already left. 1It's right there

" in my notes.

And he said, no, the guy never. left. I

said, yes, he did. I sald youbthlnk 1f I —-= 1f T

375

wanted to rob the ~dude; I:would have never let;hlma“*"

leave The space that they ve. got here, when*I was

,over on. thlS 51de, I would never have been over‘
;{there. I would have been by that van rlght there
Aobséured from him. And whenever he come 1n, I‘v.

"wonid-havefbrobany went_around._ That's not

something that I would have done.

"And then I wouldn't have'do_it in the

x’daytime;‘ You -know what I would have done? If it

‘was me, if I wanted to rob him, if’Imwanted to rob

him, I would have robbed the store. That's where

~
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

the money at before he -- he does checks, you know.
When he come home he ain't got nothing but checks.
They're stupid. _
And that's what pisses me off, because
I didn't do it. And if I had known that she was
actually going to do it, if she did it, because I

didn't never see her do it, I just got an'idea qhat

she probably did because she's-putting it on me. I

wouldn't have ever ddne that..

Q. Do you have any idea or personal
knowledge as to why she was blaming you for-this?

A. Well, I henestly‘don'tlknow, ether than
for the fact that they was asking guestions around
the job -- |

‘Q. What job?

A. Where her and Q worked at Then for

the p01nt of fact that I kept telling her,.me and

‘her,.you ‘know, we -= at least for the last two

years and a half that we couldn t be 1nt1mate
anymore after I. found out her real age. Because
she never‘dld tell me her age. |

' We would meet -- there is attiki bar --
we used to do-a lot of drinking. And I used to
have been a_drunk, you know. That =- I .used to

have been drunk. We would get together and drink
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and smoke weed, this, that and the other. When her
age came up and I said, I know, girl, we can't,
uh-uh. I've got kids. You know what I mean. No.

- We still remained friends, and I always

“tell her, don;t bring up us being intimate and all

that there, or trying to. And she honestly and

~ truly didn't always do that, you know. Every now

and again when we*woqldAget to drinking, yeah.

And so‘—— well, when we got to smoking,

SO i.stOpped smoking With'her.l You get your smoke
and you go by yourself. Me_and yéu‘can drink_
together,‘but‘we'ain't going to smoke. . So she
actually quit, and she quit because of thé;job. 'So
it wasn't no probiem.v ' '

But .every now and.again, she would --

. let's .get together and do'something. I know. you be

thinking about -it. . Yeah, I'fhink about you all the

time/.but not like that. Not anymore. It was that

age thing that. threw me off. I mean, it just-threw

me off.
QL Did you ever meet Quintero?
A. 4No,'I never met him before 
Q.  Do you know if Tiffany knew him or not?
a. I'm thinking'éhe had to know him

because she would -- they was working at the same

377



GGG

378 378

CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

place. I think she was the driver that takes them

-— the same way she takes them to come to -- at the

w N B

Staff Zone, they take drivers to work and they

4 bring them back from work at the little plant.

5 Q. Is that her job?

6 A. That was her job. She was a driver/
7 yes, Sir.

8 Q. Did you learn that was Quintero's job?

9 A. I don't know -- I don't know énything
10  about Quintero's job. I'm just'saying‘that if he
11 workéd for the staffing agency becéuse that's where
12 she said that he worked, then .she took him to and
13 from work. Or she was aﬁ the place he was -- they

14  were both at the same staffing agency. That's

15 where —-- the temporary service 1is where they
16 worked. | ,
17 Q. Okay. What else do you remember about

18  June 10th? The last time we talked about that a
19 few‘minutes ago you were by the bushes.
20 B Uh-huh.
21 Q. What happened when you tried fd leave
22 the bushes?
23 A. When I left -- when I came out from on

24 the side of the bushes -- because I was in the ¢

25 bushes and I came over on this side. And when I
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" CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
came -- when I came around on this side -— after
the -- after the truck left, there was an SUV

truck.
After the truck left, I'got about right

here in front of the bushes, and that's when

: somebody‘said,'hey,,hey,fhey. ‘And whenAI seen a

gun' —— I didn"t know it Was'the-police at the time.

" When I seen the gun, I turned around and.'dropped.

0. Were you scared?
" A. Yéah, I was scared.
0. LQkay. . How did you drop? How did you

turn around?

"A. . I think I just spuh'around;‘you know,

and drbpped down..

painting, cutting the tape. Whenever you tape

Something'gp; getting ready to paint it so the.

<paintrdoeshft'5mear on the‘objett that you don't .

want painted, you cut a fine 'line into it or you
edge it out. ".So it's only -- (indicating.)

0. Is there paint on the knife?

379

C o " Did you have a knife on ydu?"

‘Aivkaes,fI did. . |

Qtt Qkay;';Hbeofteﬁfdo you térry tHat .
knife? o o P

A,~;f1t's-a‘utility kﬁifgitbat I use_ét work . :
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A. Yes. I was -- just got through
painting a house. I hadn't finished it, but I was
in the process of painting a house.

Q. .. Do you remember what color the baint
was?

A.- Yeah. Burgundy. I told them that.

0. ~ All right. After -- did you have any

anything else on you?

A. No, huh—uh..
Q. Did Terry?-
’A. I can't say whether he did or not.
Q. Did he have Mace on him? |
A.  Well, if they found the Mace there, he
might have did. You know, I can't really -- all I

‘know is I had the knife. Thatis what I know for a

fact.. They said they got it off of me because I
gévé‘it to'them.: They couldn't get it out of my
pocket; I had'to get it out of my pocket. I had to
;fvexcuse me, if you-all don't mind.

You know, the towels and papers that

~you wipe stuff down for some paint that does leak

- or something like that? When I use them, I push

them in my pocket) push them in my pocket. So it
was buried down under -- thé-knife was buried down

under that.
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So I took the knife f¥ I had to take
the knife out after taking the papers out, and T
handed it- to them. And they said, oh, you got

blood on it. I said, that's not blood. I said,

“that's paint. That's what I told-the officer.

And they said,'well, what are you doing

here? 1 said, well, I'm looking at the water right’

now, or I was. You know.

- Q. You'told.them that you were looking at

the water?

‘A, Yeah, - that's‘what I told them.

Q. Were you scared to talk to them about

weed?

A. 'Yes,vI was. I honeStly»was. Because

f—'becaUSé of théaampunt; you know. Even .though ‘I

~ didn't have it, because of the amount I thought T

would havé‘been_airested for the weed. -
_. Q._ ‘How muéh“wés'the'weed.that you
initially bought? — ‘
- A, 7$250.

Q. Do you know what quantity that was?. Do 

you know what quantity that was supposed to be?

‘A, Yeah. Yeah. It was supposed to be a

" half an ounce.

0. Do you know what ‘quantity it was?

381.
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1 A. It was approximately three grams less
2 than a half ounce.
3 MR. SMALDONE: Beg the Court's
4 indulgence?
5 BY MR. SMALDONE:
6 . Q. Obviously, you've been here the whole
7 time?
8 A. Yes.
| 9 - Q.  Is that you on the surveillance?
10 | A. Yes. |
11 : Q. Okay. And, again, what were you doing

12 each of those days?

13 | A. Looking for them fellows.

14‘ - Q. And you don't know their names?

15 o A. T know Sammy and Q, but I don't know
16 ‘ them. Do you.understand? i know -- I know —-- I

17 know their names because Tiffany told me their

18 names. I never —- I ﬁever met them before.

19 | Q. Do you know their last names?

20 A. Well, by loOking at the -- you know,
21 thé -- Quintero Kit. I don't know Sammy's last

22 - name.
23 Q. Okay. Do you know where they're from?
24 A. They're from Remount Road, as far as I

25 know.
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' . CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR; SMALDONE

Q.  Okay. " And you've heard -- do you know

if there is a.gas station  on Remount called S&S

Mart? . -
A.  Yes, uhfhuhf'
-Q. "Did.you learn that in this trial?
A. --No. Actually, to be honest, Tiffany™

.came to ple me up She - called-me and said, 'hey, '

:they have a- jOb I had lost my jOb at Sanders

Brothers. And she called meband sald, hey, they've:
got a constructionfjob, a plaCement; Can you get

out here?. And I said,,no. 'You'knowll'ain't'got no

car.

My old job used to come pick me up fromyr

home and brlng me’ back after work And so. she came .
‘out to ple me up and took me, and since I was
i'already applled there and had an- appllcatlon
a?already on -- with the’ stafflng company ‘with her,. .

‘_because I.——-you know, I used to rlde around w1th

her. L |
I got my little equipment that they

giye“you, and then she took me on out to. the Job.-

'And I was supposed to keep the jOb . Actually, they

wanted me to‘keep the‘job, but,I‘couldn'tiget back

- and forth and because of her hours were different

from mine.
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE
1 ' So I never -- even though they rung the
2 bell and all that for a bonus, something or other,
3 and a prize, I couldn't because -- even though I
4 got it, I couldn't because T didn't have a ride
5 | back and forth.
6 0. Okay. Have you ever -met the Lord
7 family? | |
8 ‘ AA.v No, never met them. .
9 - Q.  Okay.
10 a. . IfT muét'say this, I cash my -check at

11 that convenience‘storé, And as a young guy, I .
12 don't know if it was-bné4df the two, and hé.says
13 "that they han nobody'theréﬁ but it was two young
14. guys wofking there;. | >'j'A' o
15 - 0.  When was. that?
16 ; A. That was‘whéh I was —- wheh.I'was
.17 workiﬁg,‘the one day thét I worked for the staffing
| 18 agency. | ‘ o |
19 bv | . Q. ‘And yogﬁdon't remember about when thaf -
20’ ~wés? | |
- 21 o A. No, I can't really remember. But I
22 know it was two guys theré. There were two young
23 guYs there that came and -- one that was at the
24 window doing the regular stuff, and when I bdught

25 my stuff,'when I put my stuff down and gave it to
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'CHRIS WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

‘him, he said, no, you have to go to the other

window.
‘The other window, that was the other

young guy that was the check-cashing window,  but I

- didn't know.

Q. Okay. - Were you complete —-- were you

always completely honest with law enforcement about

" the weed stuff?

A. No.
0. Do you wish you had been?
A.  Yeah. Yeah, in hindsight, I wish I had

did had- gone ahead and speak up instead of -- well,

I was scared, but I wouldn't say instead of being

-scared because I probably.Still-would-have'been'

scared, but I do wish I had been honeét with them.

”I do wish that.

0. All right. Did you ever rob the Lord

'A. " No, sir; I did not. I had not. Never

SaW'thém‘before.

Q. All right. 1Is there anything else that -

you would like the jury to know?
A. Yes. If -- if I had robbed or intended
to rob the Lord family, I would have never done it

like that:énd I would never have been canvassing .

385
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the area that much and not for those many days.

Let's see, 1t was something -- it was
something important that I was thinking about, but
I'm so nervous because -- oh, this is what it 1is.
They came at me with 20 years. I'm 50 years --

MR. CANNON: Objection, Your Honor;
relevance.

THE COURT: Sustained. Strike that
from your notes.

THE DEFENDANT: Okay. Can I change
what I'm saying?

THE COURT; Why don't you ask é

question?

'BY MR. SMALDONE:

0. Right. Right.
- A. Yeah. Yeah.
0. I'll just add this. You didn't fob_Sam
Lord, did you? B
A. No, sir; I did'not;
Q. And did you take a money bag from Lili
Lord?
| A. No, sir; I did not.
MR. SMALDONE: That's all the questions
I have right now.

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon.
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'I;.‘CH§IS'WILLIAMS _ .CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON
| | CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. CANNON:
Q; ~ Mr. Williams?
" A. : Yes, sir.
Q. - You realize the entire time that you

were pointihq on.this, you were actually pointing-
to the wrong house that "you were caught at?
“TA.l ﬁo,'l didntt know.

Q.'; dﬁay.“'And you want this jury to -
believe that this was a drug deal went. bad, and
then'yoo trying to be the toUgh.goy~tried.to go in
and get your money back? |

A. | I wasn't --

'°o, It's a yes or no question,
Mr . Williams | | ‘ .
MR. SMALDONE I will objeot to‘that,
Your Honor, badgerlng Y | -
| . THE COURT: Overruled. Answer,the_wu

question.:-

. BY MR CANNON

Q. I 11~ ask the questlon agaln You‘want
this. jury to believe that your experlence in the

Hamlets nelghborhood was a drug deal that went bad

- where you contlnued to go back to find your money°

;A Yes, sir.

387



CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR.'CANNON e
1 Q. After you had been hit in the head?
2 A Yes.
3 Q. Did you report that to_police?
4 A. No, I did not.
5 Q Did you call 91172
o A. No, I did not. ‘ : ‘ |
7 Q. Did yoﬁ go to’a ﬁospital?
g | A. No, I did not.: '
9 Q. Did you ask Tiffan?Itd take you to a

10 hoépital?

11 ‘ A. No, I did not.

12 Q. What medical assistance did you get

13 after you had been clubbed in the head over some

14 weed?

15 - A. It ain't the first time I was ciubbed
16  "iﬁ the head. | | |
17 Q. Okay. And you also want this jury to
18 Dbelieve that Tiffany Ravenell Was the one who knew

19 the drug dealer?

20 A. Yes, she was.

21 0. - And her drug dealer was a guy she

22 . worked with at Staff Zone?

23 A. They both worked at Staff Zone.

24 Q. Okay. And would you agree that Staff

25 Zone, a place where Tiffany Ravenell works, makes
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON ’
more sense Whefebto go meet someéne who works
there? |

A. I would not know.

Q. Okéy] So YOu also want the jury to
believe that Tiffany Ravenell set up a drug deal
and sent you albng with the money:to get the drugs
from someone you had no idea she was meeting with?
Yes or no, Mr. Williams.

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Makes sense to you.

'And after you had been clubbed in the

. head and sold a little bit of weed and had your

money taken from you, you went back by yourself
looking for someone you didn't know who you were

looking for?

A. I knew —- -
Q. Yes or no. It's a. yes or no question.
A.  Repeat the, question. =

Q] After you had boﬁght some weed,.got
clubbed in the heéd, realized I have less weéd than
whatVI bought, you'Qent back to the épot lboking
for theée guys, for someoné you didn't know who you
were looking for? |

A. - I knew who I was looking for. I had

- done seén them already.

389
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Mr. Williams, your first time in the
neighborhood was June 1lst, you say?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what time was it when you were
thére?

A. 'Qh, might have been about 7, 7:30.

Q. And that was the same time you went all

those other days we've seen pictures of images with

you there; it was always the same time, correct?

A. - Quite possibly. I'm not sure.

Q. Roughly within 30 minutes or so.

A. Yes, sir.

0. Always late in the afternoon, early

evening, sun's going down, that time of day?"

A. No, a lot of times it was -- a lot of
times the sun was not goihg down.

Q. Okay. But it's late in the afternoon?

A. - Because the -- the daylight savings, it
don't get dark until what, 8:00? 8:307?

Q. That's correct;' That's correct, in the
summertime. .You never went there in the morning
time, did you? |

A. No, sir.

Q. And do you have -- you didn't have a

car either, did you?
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" CHRI'S. WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON : ‘ .
-A; i NQ;'sir.‘ |
Q. :So your dﬁiy way to get around wés
Tiffény to drive you aréund?
iA;. Yes, sir.
1~Q.» And you lived in Moncks Corner?
.'A. Yes, sir.
Q. And Tiffahy li&ed in Lédson?A
. A,’f{Sdngarée, Summerville. X |

Q: And during your relationship with

.Tiffany, she alwaysfdrove,you around, didn't she?.

A, Yes.
Q. And~§he'wouldpcome and ?ick youfup‘from
Moricks. Corner? o | |
| .Af» “Yes.
‘ {.é.wf"AhdvthenQYOﬁ drbve t9 Rémount Réad-on»
June 2,“261§f. | N |
A"Ai : Né, fIij‘m”th:miStaken,iWe'drove'
étréight_tofthe;Hamlet;Park.v' - |
" 0. On June 2nd, 20162
'A. .'I'm thinking so.
0. = Okay. - But you were Qith Tiffanyn
June\2/_2016;’iéiwhat you're séying?",~
| ~AL Yes.

‘Qlf‘»Okay. Well, I'm going to show you

what's marked as State's Exhibit 10. Pull ‘that up
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

please, State's 10, which is the ALPR report that

puts you on Remount Road on May 7, 2016; does it

not?
A, No, it doesn't. ' .
Q. Mr. Williams, didn't you go to school?
A. Yes. |

Q. How far along did you get? '

A. To 12th grade. vWéll{‘to be honest, the
ninth grade. | |

Q. ‘ Are you able to. read?

A. I completed the eighth grade and I took

ﬁhe’GED course.

Q. Are you able to read? -
A. Yes. But I can't see that far.
. 0. 1'11 hand'ygu,the~exhibitL .This'is

whét's on the screen right here;.:Whét road does
that tell you that you'fevon, én June’ 2, 20167
A. Tt doesn't tell me I'm on any road. It
says Remount Road.
| Q. Okay.. Thank you.
So, in fact, you were on Remount Road
on May 7, 2016, weren't you?
A. No, sir, I was not.
Q. You just testified that you were with

Tiffany Ravenell on May 7th, 2016; did you not?



10
11
12

13

14
.15
©o16

.17

18
19

20 .-
21

22
23

24

25

: 393
CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

A. No. 1 was with Tiffany -- I thought

- 'you were saying May 10th. I misunderstood what - you

were saying.
Q. I'm sorry. "I'll repeat my quéstions

again and‘Ifll'start.back from the beginning. On

May 7, 2016, you 'said you were with Tiffany

Ravenell, correct?

A. ¢ Okay.. No. T didn't dnderstahd what

 you were saying.

Q.. Okay. I may have misspoke.'AOkay.
Were you with Tiffany .Ravenell on May 7, 20167

- A. I don't believe so.

T Q. Okay. And on June lst,ﬂwhéniyou

- brought the marijuana from Q --

A. And Sammy. A
0. And thathas;ih this neighborhood?
‘(Iﬁdicating.)" . | .
| A. That was a littie.furthéf.ﬁp.
0. Ovér here. (Indicating.)"
A. Somewhere'ﬁﬁ in(theré‘wherever they got

AtheAlittle fence, and‘theh’they've got the little.

park where they throw the fishing rods over.
Q. Are.you talking about the dock?
A. I don't know. I don't know the area.

Q. Do,yoﬁ realize this lake goes up north

393
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'CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON
about a mile?
A. About a mile?
Q.  Yes.
A. Listen, there's a little -- there's a

little spot over there on the-side where they do

little fishing and stuff. That's all I know. I

don't know the .area.

Q.. 'And after that weed deal gone bad, you

brought Terry Lewis with you to the scene?

B.. Yes.

Q. Okay. And Terry 1s your cousig?”

A. Yes, he is. | " |

Q. Okay. By blood or-jﬁst a close friend

that you call cousin?

A. By blood.

Q. How s0?
A. He's my first cousin.

0.  Okay. Terry like to smoke weed?
A. Yeah. |

0. You like to smoke weed?

A. Well, I started getting off,of'tﬁé
weed. My thing was drinking.

Q. .You were there to buy some weed?

A. Yes. |

Q. And you were upset because you didn't
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get the»rightlamountvof weed?‘
A, Well, I'wash't‘upset at fiﬁst. I
wasn't‘upset éboﬁﬁ notrgeﬁting the weed --
Q.. It's a yes or no question, Mr .
Williams. | | |
| A, —- I didn't get my.mbney‘s worth.

Q. ‘You wérefupsét about not gettihglthé":

-money's worth of weed, correct?

CA. Okay,» Yes.
';Q. <Okay.' And you want this jury to

believe for. the week -- the first'wéek of June of

- 2016 that you were walking dp aﬁd down on numerous“

trail cams, on numerous days, sometimes by yourself

‘and sometimes. with your cousin, you were looking =

~ for a-drug dééler?

fA.~_ I Was'lookiﬁg"for'a drug.dealer,'Yés.v
Q. B And<a drug dealer thatfyoulhad never

met before, correct?

A.  That's coffeCt. |
"~ Q.. At a house 'that you had heverlbeep‘
before? | | '
| A. Wéll;‘wen——
Q. Mr. Williams -- -
‘a..  No, because —-

Q. .- == you testified earlief'on~direct that
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

sometimes they would pull into these driveways and

make transactions; did you not?

A.  Yes. It was hearsay that they would
be -- _

Q. Mr. Williams, did you not testify to
that?

A. T said —- excuse me, can you say the

question again, please?

Q- You Were there the first week of June

looking for drug dealers who perhaps did drug deals

in these driveways right here? (Indicating.)

A. - In the roadways. I never said the
. driveways!
Q. Okay. Mr. Williams, I have a couple of

more questions.

On June 10th, you were seen on:

1surveillénce-Video‘walking<down thé driveway of the

Lords' right here with your cousin, Terry, correct?

. A. . Yes, sir.
Q. You were wearing clothes, correct?
'A. - Yes, sir.

Q. And I'm talking about long clothes,
pants, long-sleeved shirts?
A.  Yes, sir.

Q. -~ And you've already admitted to me that
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' CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

it was daylight savings time. This was June, it's

hot.
A. Tome, it's not hot. I have to -- I
take blood thinners. éo.I'm —% like now, i'm:'
chilly. | |
Q. Okay.- Andeyou were Wearing those |
clothes.—— you were seen wearlng those clothes at

that tlme of the year on video on June 10th in this
area right here’>

‘A.{ I don t know 1f I wore a jacket. I
don't think-I wore a jacket on June 10thf_ |

Q. Okay. o

“A.  But I have worn jaCkets whenever I feel

cold. I take a jacket with me and I may have it on

-and I may not

0. - And you walked into these bushes rlght

here? (Indlcatlng.)_-"

A, Well, no. To be honest} if you had -
watohed the tape, we stood out'there watching'the
water, and then I heard a noise. And then my |
cousin said[ weli —

Q. . 'Mr. Williams, the testimony -- you sat

‘right here this -entire day, and youdheard Officer

Mitchum, Sergeant McElman talk about a herd of

elephants coming out of that rumble of bushes right

397
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

there;-did you not?
A. Yes, I did.
Q. Was that4the_testimony?
A. Yes, that was the teétimony.'
Q. But your testimohy right now is that.

you were looking at the water?
A. . I told them then I was looking at the

water. You can read it right in the. paperwork --
Q. I thought you just told me you were

looking for a drug dealer?

A.  When the -- yes. When the officér
came -- | | - | N

Q. It's a yes or no question.

A. -- asked me -- ‘ |

Q. Were you looking for a-drug dealer -- .

A. -- I told —

THE COURT: Mr. Cénnon, pléase don't
speak over each other. ' |

THE DEFENDANT: I told the officer I
was looking at the water, but:I was looking for
drug dealers. I didn't Want to tell the officers
at the time, because I was scared, that I was
looking for the drug dealer that cheated me out of
- some marijuana.

BY MR. CANNON:
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - CROSS EXAM BY MR. CANNON

Q. Didryou tell Nick Powell that when we
interviewed you?

A. . No, sir, I did not.

Q.. Did you tell any of. the police officers
there that day that arrested_you'for'those'oharges

while you were there?

" A." No, because they didn't --

0. 'Yesvor'no, Mr. erliams.

A, No, sir. .

-Ql 'So your testlmony today 1s that -- your

) testlmony today is that you were lylng then, but

' you re telllng the truth now°

- A. I‘wasn 't lying. I wasn't lying then.
Ifwas-covéring up the fact thHat I was buying weéd.
Qf ‘ So that's not telling the truth

Mr. Wllllams Would you agree° ’
| lA. I wouldn t .say that' s lylng

QL :It_s:not telllng the‘truth, wouid you

ragree?

L 'Okay;ﬁiNot telling the whole truth.-

0. . Yes or no;;Mr.‘Wiiliams.
A.  Not telling the whole truth.
0.  Okay. Not telling any part of the

truth,is.a;lie; is it not, Mr. Williams?

A, T cou;dn't:say_that.;,
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1 MR. CANNON: Beg the Court's
2 indulgence?
3 THE COURT: Take your time.
4 ' MR. CANNON: No further questions for
5 this witness. |
6 THE COURT: Redirect.
- . REDIRECT EXAMINATION
8 .BY MR. SMALDONE: |
9 Q; Why didn't you tell the whole truth
10 then? '
11 . A. I was Scaréd.
12 Q. What‘weré you scared of?
13 - A. I was scaréd of gettihg arrested.
14 ‘ Q. For what? | |
15 . A.  For drugs. [For marijuana.
16 Q. Were you under oath when you -- did you
IT . swear én oath Qhen you talked. to the police the
'18  first time? |
19 A. No, sir.
20 0. - Did you swedr an oath today?
21 - A. | Yes,~sir;.“ a ,
22 Q. Have you told the truth today? .
23 .. " A. Yes, I have to. I took an oath. And

24 any time I got in troublé, if I may expound --

25 Q. We don't need to go there. Are you
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CHRIS WILLIAMS - REDIRECT EXAM BY MR. SMALDONE

telling the whole truth today?

A. Yes( the whble truth.
MR. SMALDONE: No further quéstions,
THE COURT: Mr. Cannon?
MR. CANNON: No further questions.
THE COURT: All right. You may step
down. Call ‘the next witness.
| MR. SMALDONE: At this_time, the
defenée rests. |

THE COURT: OQOkay. Reserving all

" motions and matters. -Any rebuttal?

MR. CANNON: No rebuttal at this time,

" Your Honor.

" THE COURT: “LadieS»and(gehtlemén, you

have now heard all of the testimony and received

_intovevidéﬁceféll.the exhibits that have been made

part of the record of this case. There is a matter
of lawltha£ I have.tb'take up outside of youf ~
presence. -

|  So, again('doAnot begin your
deliberations; do not begin discussing the caéé

amongst yourselves. What remains of the trial is

¢closing argument on behalf of counsel and my

instruction on the law applicable to this case.

' Please leave your notepads in your
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chair or take them with you. We will receive you
back in just a few moments.
(Jury out, 4:07 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you; Please be
seated.

Any motions or matters?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, at this
time, I renew all oflmy objections and previous
motions and I move for a directed verdict on all
accounts; |

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Cannon.

MR. . CANNON: Your Honor, just our
previous rebuttal to those objeétions previously
stated on the record.

N

THE COURT: Under Rule 19, I have heard

"no additional evidence that would make me change my

" ruling at the close of the State's case, so I deny-

your motion for directed verdict after the close Qf
the defendant's case. | |

Any other motidns or matters? We now
just need to deal with scheduling.

MR. CANNON: Your Honor, the State is
ready tb close right now. |

THE COURT: Are you ready?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I would just
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ask for a brief recess.
THE COURT: I will give you some time.
--,Any lesser,inClﬁdéds?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, I would ask

. for a lesser included of common law robbery.

There's been some testimony that the knife may have

been found in the buéheé'by;onefof the-officérs}
We(reant éuré_that ﬁé evefw—— |

| e THE‘COURT:'Iiithink he testified that
he'élwaYS has a knife on him;-so that's enough for
the ﬁury to'make'that'determinétidﬂ;

_ Unless you needed something else to

- add,. Mr . Canron. .

© MR. CANNON: @ No, Your Honor.

" THE COURT: Is that the only lesser

‘inéluded? - .

MR. ‘SMALDONE: . Your Honor, that, I

believe -- I've lobked'intolihé assaults, and I

‘doﬁ{t‘bélieye that I have a good faith basis to ask

for any lesser included on ‘the assaults. - And I f'

403

will note_forvthe record that's because of not the ..

_iﬁjﬁry element Qf thé aSsault, first, but the -- I

belieVe, it's avfélony-elemeht~or'é -~ I -can't
remember what the term is.

- "THE COURT: - The way the statute is
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written, that there is an armed robbery or

. kidnapping occurring and there is an injury, then

it makes it.

MR. SMALDONE: Yes. So I would love to

ask for lesser included on fhe assaults, seems they
always back with asséult, second, regardless of
what héppens,'but_in'this case I can't really ask
for it, and that's why{

THE .COURT: It doesn't go to the injury

Vlevel.

MR. SMALDONE: The .facts, not the
injury, correct. |
THE COURT: So Mr. Williams raised an

issue that -- ‘would you like for me to charge

.d1dentification?

MR. SMALDONE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Any objection -

‘to charging identification?

MR. CANNON: - No objection. But he —--

I mean, he did place himself there, so I don't

“think identification is an issue.

THE COURT: Okay. Based upon the way
he phrased his statement, I'm going to include the
identification. It's an element that you have to

prove, so I'm going to instruct the jury on that.
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Hand of one is the hand of all.
MR. SMALDONE: T wouldn't ask for that.

I don t know if they would ask for that.:

| MR. CANNON: I think that was included
.‘ in the brief, but'I‘think e T don't:think it
- hurts. I don't thinkiit harmswanything; You have

—— the one aspect of the case that you have is

Tiffany Ravenell honking the horn, which is the
consplracy aspect of the case, but I _think her -
actlons —— the hand of one hand of all doesn't ‘hurt

to have it in there for the basis of what her

.actions did to go towards some of the case. I

think the hand of one hand of. all could apply

THE COURT: Isn't: just what you told me

.’encompassed in the conspiracy'language?”

MR. CANNON: It is, Your Honor.-
THE COURT: So I charge -= I had in

there based upon your: request hand of one and mere

. presence.< Both -- so I‘Wlll remove hand-ofyone
based on Mr. Smaldone in your acquiescence that

- it's consumed in the conspiracy.

What about mere presence?

MR. SMALDONE: That was my next request.

after a mere presence charge. So it's obvicus from

405
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the defendant's testimony and the State's testimony
that he was present. My client says that he didn't
do anything, so I believe he was merely present,
and that's exactly what the charge is for.

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon, happy to. hear
from you on that one. | |

~“MR. CANNON: Out of an abundance of
caution, the State would go ahead and allow to

charge that. It would argue, though, that there

~has been teétimdny of the officers that the

defendant did throw something in the bushes
immediately as he did’Eome out. So I wouldn't say
that the mere presence argument did apply. .

THE COURT: Based on the testimony, I'm

going to go ahead and charge mere presence. Note

your exception.
Anything else?

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, may I

inquire what-does -- does Your ‘Honor use firmly

convinced or hesitate?

'THE COURT: If you will come look at

‘the verdict forms while we take our comfort break.

You can take Mr. Williams for his .
comfort break. We're just looking at paperwork.

MR. SMALDONE: I would ask that they
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‘include'the'language, find the defendant guilty

beyond a reasonable doubt on the verdlct forms
“MR. CANNON: I thlnk the flrst not

guilty is sufficient. 1It's always beenvused. T

don't have a probiem with the 'way that it already

is. _
THE COURT: "So Mr. Smaldone, I have
never had:that request. I'm going through in my

head, .just because it's never been done before or

done'a certain way.f_I:typiCally don't need to fix o

a wheel that's not broken;ihowever, I‘m happy to-

hear from:you.

. MR. SMALDONE: Yes, Your Honor I know

Vat least one c1rcu1t judge that does that is

actually_now an AG, I thlnk but I just thlnk 1t sA

_.important for the jury to know to find someone

duilty, it has to be beyond a reasonable doubt

407

THE COURT' I 1nstruct them and I thlnk,

use that term, ‘beyond a reasonable doubt .about 15
1f ‘not 20 tlmes durlng my 20 -page charge I do
that in c1v1l cases where the burden is different.
Like .on a punltlve,‘I show that way then I.oould
understand if we had a different'burden, but.‘
there's just one burden in criminal cases.

So.I note your request, and it may be
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that this may be the moment that we need to start
putting it on everyone. Right?
MR. SMALDONE: I agree. .
THE COURT: All right. Okay. So it is
preserved for appellate purposes.
Anythinéjelse before we break?.

MR. CANNON: ‘Your Honor, the order

" would be the State, Mr. Smaldone, and then rebuttal

to Mr. Smaldone's closing.
'THE COURT:;,Say~that one more time.
MR. CANNON: . The order of closing

would be the State, Mr. Smaldone, and then the

‘State rebutting Mr. Smaldone.

THE COURT: Yes..

MR. CANNON:. : Pﬁrsuant to the new case
1aw. | | ‘“

THE COURT: Yes. Do you agree?

MRi SMALDONE: = I agreé, Your Honor.
AndvIvjust ask for no sandbagging of their final
argumént. | : A

THE COURT: So that's why he did it.

‘He has -- in his'last close he has to do both; you

are the middle. He has to do both and his final,
his second has to be a rebuttal.

MR. SMALDONE: I've been .burned on that
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before, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Which I think is why it was
preserved and somebody addressed it in Beatty.

MR. SMALDONE: Yes.

THE COURT: 15 minutes.

I'm going to inquire how long the jury
wishes to stay. What I may do is let. you do your
closing and then. I will jUSt charge 1n the morning.

Or: I may eharge and then let.you argue

in the morning. :Okay;

MR. CANNON: I would rather do it all‘

~at'tHe;same‘time, but I 'would defer: to the Court.
THE COURT: That S flne if they want to

stay for a significant amount of tlme,'but I only

have one-alternate now.’ :
| 'MR. CANNON: "I_got you.
'THE COURT: 15 minutes:_
(A recess transplred )
THE_COURT: Thank you. . Be seated.N

They want to break for_the evening,

"~ which I think is -- we started super early.

Whenever they‘re ready.
' - Mr. Cannon,  or Ms. Brown, he needs to
be dressed out and brought over at 8:30.

MR. CANNON:  Yes, ma'am.

409
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THE COURT: Please rise for the jury.

(Jury in, 4:38 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be
seafed.

So your . foreperson haé indicated to me
that you wish to break now and come back in the
mbrningf I think that an appropriate response.

And so we will begin -- if you will report in the
morning at 8:45 and we will begin at 9:00 a.m.

Ladies and gentlémen, my admonitions to
you —f‘yéu haven't heard the instruct on the law,“
you have not heard closing argument.‘ Do not begin
yourldeliberations. -Please‘follow all of{my
admonitions. |

When you coﬁe back, you will hear
élosing arguments'on behalf of counsel, and I will
instruct you on the law applicable to this'case,'
then you will.retire to consider your verdict. All
of the evidence will go baék to the jury room with
you.

Ladies and gentleﬁen, have a reétful

night. We have done a lot of work today. Go home

~and just rest, rest your brains,.and come back

fresh and ready to start in the morning. Have a

wonderful evening.
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- Please take your'notepads; " We will
lock those up for you.
‘(Jury out, 4:45 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Please be

seated.

Theﬁalternate inqurred'if'she would =-

i1f she goes into the deliberation. Ahd I told her

I ‘could not answer that atfthat'time withhthe

understandlng that who knows,,she:may actually be

back in- the deliberation. S0 T don't like to tell

v~them that they w1ll not ‘be back there. ~-It has a

_”potentlal for them.to elther not :show up or not pay -

attentlon ‘ So .I hope that no one has an objectlon-
to how ‘the Court handled 1t A
Anythlng before we break?
;v‘hMR ‘canNoN: . Nothlng from the State.

fMR SMALDONE Nothing from.the’
;?“THE,COURT: Okay. - Please'be here at

~ Mr. Cannon, please make. sure that

.'Mr.'Williamskisttransported.. He needs to be
' transported and dressed out no later than 8:30 in

the morning. When you;take Mr. Williams back, that

needs to be conveyed. I:will not tolerate another

411
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late day.

Mr. Williams, I was given some
information that‘you were a little reticent about
coming over. I will not tolerate that at all. 1If

you're not ready or you cause any holdup, we're

,beginning promptly. I've made arrangements for you

to be here in a timely'féshidn; We will proceed in

your-absence. So -it's your choice whether or not

- I'm notAarguihg. I'm just telling you.

THE DEFENDANT: But I wasn't.
THE COURT: It's not ﬁp-for debate.
Thank - you.’ " | |
IiwoﬁldAsay~that same fhihg,'whétherlA.

you were in‘cuétody or not, t6 all defendants.

|  THE WITNESS: Right. Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Wé'ré at ease.
(These prOCeedings were recessed at

4:47 p.m. to be“cdntihued 7/26/17 at 8:45 a.m.)
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(The following proceedings were had

7/26/17, 9:05 a.m., Berkeley County General

Sessions, in re: State v. Williams.)

THE .COURT: Anything before we bring in

the Jjury?

'MR. CANNON': Nothing from the State.

MR. SMALDONE: Nothing from the
defense. v_

<THE COURT: Jury here?

(Jury in, 9:06 a.mf)

THE COURT: Good morning. Please be
Seated;'< | |

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.
" THE JURY: Good morning.

‘THE COURT: Did you comply with my

"instructions over the evening hours? If you did,

pléase raise your right hand. _
Thank you. ’Ail l3njurors have complied
with the-Courf's instructions. |
| . Ladies and gentlemen,'as-I indicated to
you;'what‘is left of the trial is closing arguﬁents

on behalf of counsel and then the instruction on

. the law. Please remembér what was contained in

opening statement and in closing argument is not

evidence in this case. It is only the attorneys'

413
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

contention as to what the issues have been.

In this case, Mr. Cannon will give his
closing argument first, Mr. Smaldone will give his
closing argument, and then Mr. Cannon will have an
opportunity for rebuttal. At that time, I will
then instruct you on the law applicable to this

case. Please remember, I am the sole judge of the

‘law applicable to this case.

Please give your strict attention.
Mr. Cannon. h |
' MR. CANNON: = Thank you, Your Honor.

Morning everyone. |

THE JURY: Morning.

MR. CANNON: .When I stood up here.on
Monday afternoon, I told you that Chris Williams
thoughtAhe was untouchable. I stand heré Wednesday
morning, Chris Williams still thinks he's
untouchable. He's é greedy man who tormented a
couple for five weeks. |

Now we've gbne'through the testimony
for this case for the last two days. This-is my
chance to speak to you and argue my case to you,
the jury, the judge of the facts. The judge just‘
told you she is going to instruct you on the law

when it comes time after we're finished. You're
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'CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR CANNON

'the judge of the facts

-I'm going to walk through a. llttle bit
of the law real quick just to refresh your memory.
We'did‘go through this in_opening.‘,I'migoing_to go

a little slower this time and then the judge will

is oontrary or different from me,idefer to her.

Again, she‘is7the jndge of'the law.

S I'm communlcatlng to you what ‘I 1nterpret the law
“to be, hopefully, correctly,~but you're the judge

of the facts. =~ - 7~

Mr. Williams has been-charged with

a. One—day event. This.was an event that led over

jthe .course of flve weeks, from May until'Jnne of»
-.,2016 ‘ IRETAE
B He' s been charded with armed rObbery,'f'
: assanlt and battery first;. two counts of fj' |

'kldnapplng, attempted armed- robbery, possessron of .

a weapon durlng the commission Of a v1olent crlme,

two~t1mes, and criminal consplracy Those charges

: relate to certaln dates, we'should~allgbe famrliar E

with those dates at thls,point in time.
May 7, 2016, was an armed robbery,

June 10, 2016 was an attempted armed robbery 'm

415

N instruot you-in the end. ' 'If she says anything that';

several crimes. As I told.you before, this is.not
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1 going to walk through those, and we're going to go
2 through those dates rather quickly.
3 Armed robbery: A person who commits an
4. armed robbery while armed with a pistol, dirk,
5  slingshot, metal knuckles, razor, or other deadly
6 weapon. So the taking away of items, depriving the
| 7 :person of those items withya deadly weapon.
I8 - May 7th, Sam Lord testified ‘that he was .

9 stabbed and money was taken away. This relates to
10 the May 7thdrobbery Further, in the‘armed '
11 . robbery, you have the armed taking away or whlle'
12 - alleging elther by actual words, you re armed

_13 . That could~be con81dered an~armed robbery.
14-‘y4 R In our case, May 7th we're focused on
15‘;Athe top part assault and battery, flrst ‘This is
16 ”a rather simple statute in_that if-you're injured
17A 'dﬁrrﬁg the‘commiasion of a.robbery, you're hurt;
18- theo you canlbe-oharged with assault and battery;
19 'yfirst. That's what happened in this case.

20 ' | There is no Question~toat'8am Lord was -
21  injured, had to go to the hospital during that
22 "robbery‘on May 7/th. That;s why the defendant's
23 beeh charged'with assault and_oattery, first.
24 : Again, we're focused on the top because’

25 there was an injury that did occur during the
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CLOSING ARGUMENT  BY MR. C_ANNON

" commission of a robbery.

There's other parts to this statute

‘which offers or attempt to injure someone, but

that's not the case. We have an actual injury

here. 'That's why assault and batfery first is

applicable.

Kidnappingf Again, this is back to the

May 7th, 2016, robbery. Kidnapping, fhe statute

‘ réquires a ‘person who he iqunlawfully seized,

confined, inVeigled,‘deCoy,rkidﬁapped; or abducts.

i'told‘you'before,‘everYOné thinks .that kidnapping

'kis,tying'soﬁeone up,”throwing them intd a pit for a

. long period of.time, "Silence-of the Lamb" style.

That is a kidnapping, but you can also

be seized or confined for a short period of time.

It Could'be'for'one seédnd.< If that_person who has

been the victim of a kidnapping felt they were -

confined or seized-for a moment.in time, that's a

N

© Attempted armed robbéry: Now, -we're

. NOW moving into the Juné 10, 2016, robbery, and
that's the dase~where, but for.GQose}Creek Police,
this probably could have been an armed robbery.

- The movement towards the anticipation of the victim

coming dOwn'thexdriveWay, that's why we have an
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

attempted armed robbery here.

A person who commits an attempted armed
robbery while armed with a pistol, dirk, slingshot,
metal knuckles, fazor,_or other deadly weapon,
attempting to commit the robbery. Making an act
toward what you're trying to do, the final
objective, WHich is the,robbery. The movement in
that direction is attempted armed'robbery while
armed.

Mf, Williams had a knife on him. There
was also-é'Taser and a can of‘Mace'in the bushes
close byf Agéin, this is related to the June 10,
2016, incident.

There's the bottom half of that statute

(indicating)‘alleging, either by actions . or words,

he -was armed. He didn't get that far. There's

arguments made that he's alleged -- he's armed,
but, again, we're focused on while armed with the
knife and making an act towards the attempt tb
commit the robbery; that's an attempted armed
robbery on June 10, 2016. |

Pdsseséion of a weapon during the
commission of a violent crime. I told:you before
and I'll say again, armed robbery and atte@pted

armed robbery are statutorily defined as violent
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

crimes. If you have a weapon during the commission

of those, that's why this charge would apply.: - A"

person who is' in possession of a knife or visibly

displays what appears to be a knife during the
oommissionAofza violent orimeris guilty,of
possession of'a'weapon duringnthe commission of a
violent crime. N -

Finaliy,'criminal;conspiracy: A

.culmination between two‘or more persons for the
3purpoSe of aceomplishing an'unlanul object. There
':is»nouqueStion that theeobject Was to rob the
;Lords,btwo times. And the language in the-
‘indictment, that consplracy lasted flve weeks, from

- May 7th to June 10th.

We're going to talk more -about ‘that,

“but two"people[ TiffanyiRaVenell"Chris'Williams
_ you've seen. There S been a thlrd person who w1ll )
have his day in court but that S two or more: that

'consplred to do the event the unlawful object ‘To

commlt the robbery and. then later td:commit an

attempted armed robbery

I' m going ‘to transition off the charges

into the'burden, 1 mentioned this earlier,»beyond

a reasonable donbt, we've all heard that. It's

hard to define; the Judge is going tojinstruct you

419
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

1 on that. And, again, I've always used the firmly
2 con&inced, after viewing the evidence, hearing the
3. evidence, the testimony, you make a decision. You
4 have to be firmly convinced.that the State has

5 provenAtheir case. _

6 It's my job, not the defense's job,

7 it's my job to'proVe that case to you. And that's
8 why we've been so thorough with all of the officer
9 testimony because it's my job and duty.as a

10 prosecutor to prove those things to you;"It’s my.'

11 job to meet that burden. If not, I failed to do my
12 job. B |
13 . SO the State must prove the,bufden

14. vbéyond a reasonable déubt.. That's not all doubt.

15 It's not all'doubﬁ, if's not 100 percent, but if

16 there's enough fhat you‘ré firmly convinced, then I

17~'Ahav§fmet-that burden. .

”18 . R We're criminal court which'réquires -

19 uevefyone thinks of the scales of'justice. In

20 criminal coﬁrt, that scalé is very steep.  It's not
21 all the way to the ground, but it's to the point

:22 » where you're firmly convinced. If:the testimony

23 leaves'you firmly_convinced, then you must return a
24 | verdict of guilty on those charges.

25 Now, I've talked to you about the law
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

in this case, we've gone through the differert

charges, what Mr. Williams has been charged with.

I'm going to talk to you about the facts,'the
testimony that you heard, the exhibits that_you've
seen,.Some of the videos and pictureevthat you've
seen on.the video as well;' B

e‘May 7, 2016: - The Lords, not'knowing4
what they were Walkihg‘into,wleftAtheir'business on
Remount Road went to look at a rental propertyf
came home They come home and Mr Lord is attacked
from the back with a knlfe to his chest You saw-

Mr. Lord all flve foot three, 130 pounds maybe

Arm arouhd-hls neck, knlfe in his chest. Not

. knowing what?é going on out. there.
. It's dark. . He's on the back of a lake.

; fOu can't:éee’what'e'going*on. He doesn't know

what he just walked 1nto He's afraid for his

,llfe, he S. afrald for hlS w1fe S. llfe There iSja

' struggle that ‘ensues.

Instlnctlvely he grabs the knlfe, cuts

" his left hand, starts to bleed all over the back of

his driveway. He's injured;'he's cut. During that

struggle, ‘Mr. Lord told you he couldn't go

~anywhere. He was wrapped up; he couldn't leave.

His objective was to grab theé knife and protect his

421
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

wife. |

And you Qeard from Lili Lord who said
she was sitting in the passenger seat when the
attack took place. She Was,stuck in the car, the
door swung open, there was the attacker right
there. Mr. Williams standing right there,
confining her in an instance to that car for a
brief'moment in fime.. - |

It wasn't an hour-long attack. It was
within a matter of minutéé. Very shdrt span of
time, but She was confined in that area. She was
seized. She was kidnapﬁéd.. ShobLord was

kidnapped. He was assaulted in the first degree

-with the knife that cut his hand.

During the.commission_of that robbery
where money was tékén.out of theif'éarr
Mr. Williams then ran aroﬁnd the‘back of the house,
down the driveway and down the étreet to a car
waiting for him. That happened May 7, 201l6.

Mr. Lord testified that he chased the

attacker down the street and identified right where

he ran. That's important, because that's

information that Tiffany Ravenell gave you, that
same information. She picked up Chris Williams

right there. He was picking up things on the
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON -
ground, running"to her to Climbvinto her car:

’ May 7th, she picked him up, they rode
to Moncks Corner, divvied up the money. -You'knowA
what's crazy in the whole situation or story that
was'told by Tiffany° Tt was about $3, OOO roughly,;4‘
stolen. The Lords testlfled to that as well

Tlffany got 8OO bucks Greedy Chris Wllllams,

‘kuntouchable, got .more. 'What‘s'Tiffany.going‘toﬁdo?A

Is she gorng to go to pollce° Is she g01ng to say,'.

'hey, we’ robbed somebody, I got less money than.

him, but'the guy got the money. Thlnk about that

| You know, as jurors - you always»come
into the’courtroom as jurors, fresh minds,'not'
know1ng the facts untll you hear them from the
w1tness stand but you -do come 1nto thlS courtroom

et

w;th:your.common sense. And ‘you should go - back

finto-that juryiroom‘and dellberate with that-common

sense, because yOu walk‘in and‘you take.that'into

the jury room and you use that and apply it. Does

that make sense°-

- Now the next time we actually ‘see or

‘hear from -- on camera at least,'of the defendant,

Chris Williams, is June 2. And this is the date

that sho Lord, Sam, testified that he had his newly

-installed ADT system'andycabtured twofguys walking
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down the driveway. He knew the people in his

~cul-de-sac. He knew they didn't live there. They

had no reason to come into the back of his yard
walking down his driveway. |
What does he do? He calls law

enfdrcement. He calls Nick Powell and says, hey,
ybﬁ might want to check this out. I don't know who
they are. 'They shouldn't be here..

4 Well, Nick Powell has been trying to
find out -- tried to gather some leads. He tried -

to find some connection in Mr. Lord's history, .

_unsucceszul. So he sets up surveillance, and a

- very thorough surveillance for. that point. He

brings in several'officérs. You heard the

~ testimony of where they were-all scattered over a
;number’bf a couréé-of daYs”they were there. Pretty

. thorough, unmarked cars hiding under housesﬁ'

glimbing through thé’woods, hiding in garages,
settinglup trail cams. It was a lot of work.

- June 2nd, they were observed on camera.
June 3rd, the following.déy Qhen that surveillance
was in place, they didn't know to what extent where -
to set up completély at that point. You heard Sam
Lord testify that he camé home, drove down Norfolk

Way, saw two individuals right here; instead of
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turning left, he turned right to avoid them. They

-followed. They were blocked in a cul-de-sac When

he left. He saw him.

Goose Creek didn't see them, but what

: that did do is ‘that helped them gain an-advantage

about where to set things up. What would be a
better vantage point for this operation?

June 4th, that operation is still in
place. Trail cams are set.up -— are moved into
differént:areas now té capture what's goingion.
You heard Nick Powell testify that he was sitting
in-a.driVeway not too far in an unmarked car with
several officers around who observed this. Chris

Williams is in the area with another man walkiﬁg'in

-an area that he: was seen the last two days. -

You heard Goose Creek talk about

June 5th-they didn't do anyfhing. June 6th it
'rained, ‘Officer Tremblay sat in a garage that day,

‘ but it raihed; Can't blamélthe’defendant'for not

showing up in the rain. That's what happened onié—
the nextitime he's seen is June 8th.

Let me step back in time. Juné 7th,
nobody was seen. :Juné 8th comes around,
surveillance is back into place. Mitchum and

McElman are right here under the stairwell
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1 watching. You have your unmarked cars with two

2 officers in, you have your trail cam set up. Who

3 shows up? Chris Williams. Again.

4 Dropped off by Tiffany Ravenell in her

5 car in the park around the corner. Conveniént. He
6 walks down the street, walks back, casing the area.

7 Ready to set up and do it again. He doesn't do it
8 that day, though. He doesn't. Time's not right,
9 people aren't in place, victims aren't home. Can't

10 - do 1it.

11 ‘June 9th, shows up again. This is the
12 day that the surveillance altered a little bit. |
13 This is the day they did thé rolling surveillance.
14 They followed the car into'Moncks Corner, but you
15 did have officers in place who did witness Tiffany
16 Ravenell drop off Chris Williams, who Walked up and
17 down Norfolk Way Casing the area.

18 | At some point, he gets.back_in the car
19 and the car drives into Moncks Corner. ‘Gdose Creek
20 changing who their unmarked cars are, following

21 them all the way into Moncks Corner.

22 Chris Williams thought he was

23  untouchable. He didn't have an idea of what was

24 going on. He was being watched.

25 That brings us to June 10th. Who shows
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up? Chris Williams. This is the day that
everything goes down. Nick Powell is on the phone

with the victims. He knows where'they are. He

"knows they re on Remount Road He knows.there's
-two guys that are here -He'knows the hlstory of

; what's happened Sho Lord*knows what happened:

_ Sam dropped off his w1fe because he

dknew what he was - walklng into. He was scared He

‘knew he hadibeen stabbed oncenln»the_hand. He knew .

there were-two people in'his“backyard nowi' He

: testlfled that he looked at hlS phone and saw them

on the ADT system You saw- the v1deo of them |

walklng down the street together, walklng through

~ the backyard hav1ng a lovely tlme

ThlS is. also the day that after Sam

i Lord comes 1nto the” nelghborhood the horn is
honked’by Tlffany Ravenell‘Ln-the park from rlght ‘
here (1nd1catlng,) the entry ot the v1ct1m 'You '

know, that 'S when everythlng starts to get really

- 1t moves - really qulck

The v1ct1m pulls 1nto his drlveway

" Sam pulls_around, he sees the officers approaching.

427

As he's. turning around, which he changed. the way he

- did things procedurally because he knew. what

‘happened‘in the past." He's.pulling;out and he -sees
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the two guys running, coming out of the bushes in
his backyard. He sees them and, lo and behold,
what do.they have? What is found next to them? A
can of Mace, Taser, lookie-lookie, a knife. A
knife. Who is it on? 1It's on Chris Williams.

The common denomlnator here is every

day that we just walked through, -Chris Wllllams is

' always the one there. Yeah,.there s another guy

there some days. »There is. But itfs always Chris
Williams dropped off by Tiffany Ravenell.  She told

you that. She sat in that chair and told you he

didn't have a car. ' He told. you he didn't have a

car and she drove hlm everywhere

Chrls Wllllams w1th a knlfe in the
bushes 1n the backyard trying to approach the

v1ctrm as he's pulllngylnto hls-drlveway, his home,

;sanctuary, where he had just been tormented a

couple of weeks earlier.

Now, I want to talk about Tlffany
Ravenell a little'bit because she was a big witness
in this case. “ She puts Chris Williams there on |
May 7th. There is no physical ev1dence that day in

terms of being able to link. Unfortunately, there

‘was no blood recovered on anything that Chris

Williams had or fingerprints that puts him on the




< o N W Nk

10

11

12

13- he saw or what he ‘saw. He's'able”to'identify:the

14
15

16

17
18
19
20

21
22~

23
24
25

r 429
CLOSTING ARGUMENT BY MR. CANNON

scene.

In fact, the description given by Sam

+ Lord, who is in a struggle in a dark;placer'puts

the person maybe at 35, 40, give or take. But, you
know, he's under stress of belng attacked It's
dark. He had his lights - turned off because of the
mosquitoes. He told ‘you ‘that. |

He was looklng at someone who was

| behlnd hlS back trylng to flgure out who this

person is. He's not concerned w1th trying to

figure out who this-person is.. He S struggllng for

'his life. That explains how he's not clear on who

race and it's a male much larger than him.

But"Tiffany"Ravenelliis key in this

I

not been sentenced yet but she was charged just

,llke,Chrls W;lllams,w1th»armed robberles from two

" days and a criminal conspiracy charge.! She pled’

guilty to those charges and she ‘will have her day

in court too at some point. She is not avoiding.f—

she is'avoiding a trial from what we're hereftoday,

that's why she chose to plead guilty.

You know, she talked about, and Chris -

talked about too, that they had known each other

429

case. Yes, she pled‘guiltY'to some charges She's’~
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY -MR. CANNON

since Walmart for five years. For five years
Tiffany drove from Moncks Corner to Ladson to get
Chris. Call him and say, hey, there's possibly a
job here. ' Five years she was doing the best she
could to help her friend out. They were friends.

| | So<Why is it now that Tiffany Ravenell
wants to take the stand and throw her friend under
the bus? Because she's tellihg you the truth on

what happened.‘ For-fivé years they knew each

other. She took the idea to Chris. She heard it

~at Staff Zone about people -- Sho had -- Sam had

mohey.v He had money.

’Yoﬁ heard her say that they saw some
money bags. They knew they were on to something.
She took that idea to Chris and he ran with it.
Tiffany is réspdpsible for. a lot of things. She's .
taken‘Chris thére and she's parked and watching,
you . know. But Chris is the one leading the charge
and telling her whefe td go..

Tiffany talked about May 7th where she
went to Reed Streeﬁ. rShe wasn't in here when the
Lords were.telling you what they had done that day,
but she walked in and told you that because that's
the truth. Tiffany followed them to Reed Street

and then went to Goose Creek to the Hamlets and
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parked close by so that Chris Williams could later

_attack the Lords that night.

Remembér, they had done it the déy

beforé too as well. They knew where to go, but she

- knew that. ' she also-tbld“abOQt the unfair split in
. the 1lick, from‘thé robbery. - She has 860. He got
more than hér.f I'm"not_SUre clearly how’much,'but},

'“agaih,'What's~she Supposed to do? Go to the

policé?: Throw her friend under the bus? She was

justuas_respohsible. She can't do.anythihg; she's

‘hglpless;g

‘She made the comment ‘that Chris wanted

"to lay eyes on them.: See, again,fchrié beihg
greedy wanted to keep_his-eyé on the LordsfbiThey o
cased them. They;would go to Remount Road and park -

and watch, set up shop. We just saw pictures of.

the days thathhris Wiiliémsi—f sometimes he would

be with'Tefry Lewisr;bﬁt every day someone was seen

it was always Chris -Williams.

Tiffaﬁy talked about all the»dry runs.

- They called them the dry runs. Tiffany took the

stand. She made>no;mention of any weed drug deal =

about this incident. That's importaﬁtibeéause

that's what Chris Williams wants to latch onto}

"that: this was a drug deal. Tiffany.RaVénell pled

431
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guilty to serious charges, an attempted armed
robbery, but no mention of a weed deal. Don't you
think if that was the truth she would have said
something out.here? She would have said something

to police. During that whole encounter she had

the drug deal by Tiffany Ravenell.

- And then, again, finally-she honked the

. horn on June 10th signaling Chris.- She told you

that Chris told her to honk the horn, test, test,

boom, there's the'teét. ‘And then it happens again.

You heard several officers déscribe.thatAhOrn for

you.' It wasn't justua,one touch. It was a lay on
that horn, here they come, be ready.

>Con§eniently, the Lords'pulléd.into the |
driveway righﬁ'aé Chris Williams'comes out of those

bushes with a knife in his pocket, a Taser and a

can of Mace right by, and another guy. It's the

same thing that happened. five weeks earlier.

. Chris Williams believable. Now, I put
thaﬁ'up theré initially beCéuse yoﬁr job as jurors,
you are the judge of the facts, but you're also
able to judge.the credibility and believability of
someone. SO you're entitled to believe who you

want to believe. Is Chris Williams believable?
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ChpiS.Williams testified that they
wanted some weed. And what I meén by that is, he
wanted some weed, she.wanted some weed, but Tiffany

knew the drug dealer. Why would Tiffany send Chris

-to buy weed from someone that Chris didn't know,

but Tiffany knew at a place they don't‘live;

Why would you go from Ladson to Mbncks

" Corner to Remount Road to the Hamlets to buy weed?

That makes no sense, but that's what Chris Williams

- wants you to believe.' Is,that believable? -

Now, this is-a small thing, and I'm not

sure it was a very small thiﬁg~andvsubtle thing he

Said,during his testimony yesterday. ‘He-gaye.YOuf

two different weed stories ‘that day.. When he'first,
Was'telling you the4stqry_that there was a drug
deal, while he was there he bought the weed from Q,

what ‘did he tell you? That he was clubbed -in the

‘head and O took his money. He didn't get any weed.

A little bit later in his testimony, he
Changed]his story. ‘He was clubbed in the head and

he got some weed, but 1t was less weed; so he went

'back to the car after béing clubbed‘iﬁ the head, -

weighed his weed and realized,"We got shorted, but

I got-clubbed in the head. 1Is that believable? He -

-gave .you two versions of that weed deal.
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1 Now, he also told you that he was
2 attacked by Q. Told you he didn't call EMS. He
3 didn't call police. He didn't call no hospital; he
4 didn't go to no hospital. . He didn't go to urgent
5 care or anything to look at the whelp on his head
6 that he still has today, that he alleged has. He

7+ never sought any help. H§ didn't do any of that,
8 but he was attacked by a club over some weed.
9 He testified that that day on June 10th
- 10 E he was in the trees for a’view. wa, is that
11 ~ believable? If you were there for the view, aren;t'
12 you there for the view instead of hiding in a clump
13 of bushes hanging out, smoking a blunt supposedly?
14  You're there fdr the ?iew. You're sitting'on the
15‘ .bank watching what's going on in someone's
16 backyafd, albeit. You're there for the view.
17 Now, he never told the police about the
18 weed until after he had been charged with armed
19 robbery., He told you that. That was important
20 because, again, just like Tiffany Ravenell, he's
21 facing serious charges. Why not say, this is all a
22 drug deal that I'm looking for the guys. 'Is that
23 believable? You would rather be scared about a
24 drug deal, but yet not -- is that believable? I

25 don't even know what to say. Is that believable?
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As a juror, that's your job to belleve

- or figure out. I'm going to close and sit down and

let Mr. Smaldone have his chance to speak with you '

But all along, thlS conspiracy that lasted five

”weeks terrorlzed the Lords

You -know, Chrls Wllllams thought he was

.f Slle he thought ‘he was untouchable vHe;thought<
ythat he was'golng to get ‘away w1th it. Hé thought
he was gettlng away ‘with 1t He tookradvantage of
people who were terrorlzed who had money, who. work

» hard, who aren t here thls week because they' re:

worklng thelr bus1ness | If 1t wasn t for the one

| person they had worklng for them had to close down
the business to be here, that's’ why they re not.

yherer Hardworklng people . He terrorlzed them.

' He thought he was untouchable" 'He

thought that he wasn't g01ng ‘to get caught He's
_ greedy and selfish. He thought those thlngs then

~and he's Stlll ‘that way now. Thank you

_ THE'COURT. Mr Smaldone
MR. SMALDONE: Thank you, Your Honor.
May it-please'the Court."CounSel. Madame. :
Forelady; Ladies and gentlemen of the jury.
Seems-lﬁke.a.long_time agof‘just a.

couple of days ago, the beginning of this case when
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I first addressed you, stood up here. What did I

say? There's things that we are going to agree on

w N

and there's things we're going to disagree on. We:
4 agree that the Lords were robbed. I agree that a
5 robbery occurred. I agree that . it was bad. I

6 -agree that it -happened. I agree that he got his

7  hand slashed. I agree on all that. -So I agree
8 with'actually everything the Lords said just about.
9 - : : Because, keep. in miﬁd; the Lords never
10 could identify whoAfobbed £hem. . All they said was,
11  they were robbed.v,They,belieﬁe it was sbmeoné, a‘
12. black male between thefages of 35 and 40 who .was
13 ’clean—sha?en. So everything the Lords said"waé-
14__ true, to the best of thei;}knowledge.
15 | So what happened after the robbery?
16 'The‘police set up surveillance; they set up -
17 . surveillance. What did they see? They saw
18 suspicious activity. Right. They saw who they
19 ‘thougﬁt was Christilliams, sometimes:with somedne
20 else; they thought it was suspicious activify.
21 . . What do they do? They got excited.
22 They got excited. They thought that they had their
23 guy. ‘Someone suspicious. Someone walking around.
24 . You heard testimony from at least two officers that

25 witnessed everything; they didn't see any laws
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broken on those surveillance cameras. They saw a
guy walking around.

| So what did they do? They watched him
walk around. And then what happened? He was
walking around, he came out of the .bushes, and they
swarmed. They jumped on him, they swarmed, they
Had their guns drawn, he laid down. He tells you
he had a knife on him; he always carried a knife.'
The police, again, got excited.

- They got excited just like they did
when they first saw him walk around. They found
the knife'and,‘lo and béhold,fthey.thought there
was blood on the knife. They‘thought, we got our

guy, we got blood on the knife. Just like there

-should be, right? Just like there should be. It

he slashed somebody, there should be blood on the

knife. Whether or net it's visible, whether or not

there's trace amounts or microscopic DNA, there»~<
shquld be blood on the knife. 'They got éxcitéd.

“ But what'happened? What happened?
They tested their knife. They tested their knife

they found. What do they find? They found paint.

Just like Chris says, paint. Red paint. He's a

painter. So that's what happened.

They jumped on the opportunity as soon

437
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CLOSING ARGUMENT BY MR. SMALDONE

as they saw him because of suspicious activity.
Suspicious activity. And that's what the Lords
said -- the Lords said they were robbed. They
don't know what happened afterwards. They don't
know who it was. They never identified him from
the first robbery, and they were never robbed the
second time so they can't identify him from that.
The State wants you to believe that -
because he was hiding in the bushes and walked out,
all of a sudden, that's .an attempted armed robbery.
That doesn't make sense. They just want to put it
on him. They want you to assume. They assumed.
They want to shift that assumption over to all 13

of you right now. They-want_yourall to assume just

:like they did, just like the police-did. So that's

their case.

So what do they do? They put the Lords
on the stand. Nice people, I'm not-going to trash
the Lords, very nice peopléu They were robbed.
They didn't deserve it, but they don't know who did
it. They put Goose Creek Police Department bn the
stand. What do they say? A whole lot of, lots and
lots and lots of, we saw him walking around..

You're allowed to walk around. No one

is saying that walking around is against the law.
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They saw him walking around. - That's all they

testified to at first. ‘And then what else did they

say? Towards the end, we learned that after he was

‘walking around. He comes.out of the bushes when. he

was walking arouhd,.ahd then'he waé’SWarmed and
arrested. . y
| | Heis'got.a knife in his pocket; it’sv
not-evenJVisible.' Doea that make sense? You ride

up on a robbery with a knife in your pocket and not - ..

’ready‘to.go°' Come on, man. They find some Mace or

pepper spray, or -whatever it is, and a Taser. That

. is -- Ivbelieve testimony in the case indicates -

fthat the other guy had that

No flngerprlnts, no DNA on that. We

don t 'know who had that.: What do they use. that

Afor?_*Well Chris sald llsten, we got a guy in the

'neighborhOOd who owes us some money, whatever.

Maybe things happened maybe not. | I-don't know,'

‘but 1t s his to carry a Taser and pepper spray

bThere s nothlng 1llegal about that.

They got excited. They thought they o
gotothe'guy. They don't have the guy. What.do
they do? -They realize'they don't‘have'the guy,

they don't have'their“airtight'case; they put the

squeeze-on. Put the squeeze on. .They put the
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1 squeeze on Tiffany. Tiffany thought she was

2 onboard a sinking ship. She thought her sinking

3 ship'was not only_sinking, but on fire.

4 .. ‘ What doesishe do? What's that word you

5 see? . Plea agreement. Help me out. Plea
6 agreement. She hasn't been sentenced yet. Do you

7 think her sentence will be heavy or light after her

8 testimony? Db you think she will get helped out or
9 not helped out after her téstimony?"Pléa
10 agreement. |
211 . S0 they put lying T. Rav on the stand,
12 and she wants to-put Chris on that sinking ship.
13 Once she saw'thé cuffs on him, she knew.i.Well,-,
14 he's done for. I'm just going to'unload everything
15 on him and ﬁhat way protect whoever else 1s- out
i6v .there. .I'm just going‘to unload on poor Chris
17 vailliams. Unload 1it.
i8 . o | So thé lying T, Rav does that. -Puts it
19 ail on Chris Williams. -Didn't talk a wholé lot
20 about the fact that he-didn't know the Lord family.
21  She.didn't want to talk too much about the fact
22  that she did know the Lord family. She didn't --
23 remember, she was like, I can't remember that
24 | question. Please rephrase it.

25 How many times did she say that? I
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can't answer that. Please rephrase it.” And they
were happy to do that. ©Oh, yeah.

So she doesn' t want to answer those

questions. -. She doesn t want to answer the question

-— remember, at the beginning she said‘she heard

everyone talking at the temp agency how the Lords

?were a good target . She only mentioned that once.

The Lords were a target, other people were talking

_about it. Not Chris, other people.

- And how do you think Chris, if he was

involved, he wasn't -- she thinks Chris -- Chris
doesn't know the people. How'does_he get their .

address? How does‘she'get their home]address?

Chris to protect whoever else is out there

Ridiculous And that's their star,t

;witness, a convicted"robber.‘ Staeritness. A’
,4convicted'robber will;say anything to get out .of
"trouble That’s their star witness That s who
'put everything together, conVicted robbery
"Because,every other Witnessithat you heard from

didn't connect the dots. They're saying he's.

walking around. They're saying he's. walking around

outside. That's really it. They're saying he came

‘out of the bushes, so it must befan attempted armed

441

'Come on. She wants to unload all of her- baggage Onjf.
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robbery.
Smarter than that, we're all smarter

than that. Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, the

State wants to convict my client beyond a

reasonable doubt because he was walking -around.
Because he was walking around. What did he say he
was doing? He said he ‘was walking around. Every
single piecé offhis story matches exactly with what
the evidence shows.

Think about4i£, he'll tell you' the

dates he was doing whatever. He was doing -- he

‘éhowed‘the houses.. He showed -- I.think, at one

point he showed the wrong house, yeah, because he

,didn't.rob,that house. That house isn't that

‘memorable. If yQu‘robathe house, you'd probably

know which house it‘was. He doesn't know.

His story matches exactly up with the
facts. The State might want you to think it's
improbable,,impracticable, impractical, but,havé
they proven that story'é false beyond a réasonable_
doubt? The State has the burden of proof. The. -
State has to get up here, cross their Ts, dot their
I's.

The State has the ball on the_one—yard

line, and they have to score a touchdown. And they
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think that they may have scored a field goal

possibly, but they want you to do the extra work.

“They waﬁt‘you to go back there and make their case

for them. " You're not>empldyees of the Solicitor's

office. . You're jurors; you're independent; you

" don't do their work for them.

So I 'say, reasonable doubt.. And they |

like to minimize that Sometimes'and Say; well, it's

~not 'all doubt. Ahdvitfs not, - I agrée{ I'm not*

misstating the law.

‘What is reasonable doubt/ though? What

is reasonable doubt? Oh, before I explain that, I

‘have one thing. -They're saying_the'weed‘story is -

impractical, improbable[ all that stuff. Tiffany

never mentioned weed, right? It's:'a small thing, -

 ahd they-mentiohed it.—¥'smallfthing; -Remembér, 

Lévidencé»custOdiaﬁ,zé~biggér fellow from Goose

a few.things, one. of which was a.marijuana;gfinder.l,

. Two of which, second of which, a digital scale in

her car. Grinder, scale in her car. What did

" What did he?find in‘that'car?. HeffOuhd'

443

what -- I think it was,DetectiVev—— nd.;,It~Wa§jthe__ 

Chris say? Well, -they weighed out the'weed and it

wasn't right. What do you weigh out weed with?
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1 Digital scale or a regular scale. Her scale,

2 right? -

3 What do you smoke weed with? You grind
4 up the little things and -- in your grinder and

'5 smoke it. Digital scale, grindef with some -- I

6 believe, he Said there was some pilant méterial dn

7  it, weed on it. Maybe not.. I think so. Well,

8 that adds up with exactly what he said. They don't

9 want yéu to believe that. It adds up with exactly

10 what he said. | | - |

11 ' ~,Wha£ about that big knot on his head?
12 - It'S’exacfly what‘hé said. What about the fact

13  that he didn't getbmedical treatment? We haven't
'14 »heard‘testimony( bﬁt'doeéveverybody have health
'15' insurance in this codntry?‘ Have we heard anything
’16' .abQut-thaﬁ,latelY? IS'heaLth‘insurance maybe

17 . éxpensive in this country? Is healﬁh care

18 expensive in thié‘country?_ |

19 o Got whacked on’the back of the head, no
20 .blood. You didn't see blood everywhere. He just
21  got whacked on the back of the head. Took it like
22 -a pro, I guess. Moved on. And yéu saw the knot.
23 Hopefuily, you could all see it. It's visible.

24 ' You‘ﬁe got the knot, you've‘got_the

. 25 scale they don't want to talk about, and you've got
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the grinder they don't wanﬁ to talk about, and you
have the-surveillance of him walking around lining
up'with“exactly what he said. They don't want you
to believe it. They want you to think it's
impractical, but they’have the burden to disprove
it.”

Evérything’lines up. Evefything’lines

up exactly. Have crazier things.happenéd? It's .

vndt”even a crazy story. It's believable.

Mr. Williams gets the benefit of reasonable doubt.
They don't. In fact, if you get back there. as

jurors and~you‘say, well, their story is more

’;belieVable, the definition of that is not guilty.

If you probably believe them, that's

not guilty. ' They haven‘t’proven’it.‘_They have to

prove their case_ beyond.a reasonable doubt. If you

'thipkihe's'mbst likelyiprObably guilty and those

S . S SN -
scales are 51 pércent, 49 percent and not fully .

~down like a reéasonable doubt should be, the -

fdefinitioniof that is not»guilty.'

You might like it,- you might not like
it)'you might think it's great, you might think -

it's horrible, but that's yourAjob as jurorss; not -

’gdilty;

So I was saying earlier, what is

445
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reasonable doubt? It's not a percentage; it's not

a number. The Judge will read you the law on that.
Obviously, defer to her. I believe she'll say that
it's doubt -- it;s something that leaves you firmly
convinced of guilt.

Sometimes I like to give an example of
reasonable doubt. I'll do it now because I think
it displays it pretty well. So reasonable doubt is
like this: - If you have a crate or a box, right?
Picture yourself in your living room. You have a
box, a wood box, big crate with a lid on top. Open

up the lid, and you put a mouse in the box. 'Keep,

 the 1id open, and you put a cat in the box. Then

you shut the 1lid.

You go.take a break, you go to bed, you
come back the next morning and go séé‘the box is
still there. You lift up the lid off the box and
look in there. You see the cat in the box.

There's no mouse in the box. You look aroﬁnd'and
you see the cat is pretty_happy—looking. Tﬁét's'a
proven case. Right? That's a proven éaée, That

could probably maybe probably leave you firmly

convinced that that cat ate that mouse.

All right. You take a box and you do

the same thing. Put the mouse in the box, you put
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the cat in the'box,nput the 1lid on, go to sleep,

check it the next morning just like you did last

time. You look, the cat is still in the box and

the mouse is gone, but you'look closer at thé box.
In the corner there's a mouse-sized hole, and that
hole is reasonable doubt‘

That hole is Chrls s story. That hole

is no. survelllance of a crime- happenlng That hole l _

is no survelllance of the robbery. That hole’is no

video of the alleged attempted armed robbery. That

“hole'is paint is on the knife. That hole is
everything in this case.: That's‘reasonable doubt.

That's not guilty.

T thlnk I ve covered jUSt about-
eVerything that .I have to-cover, and thls is. the -

hardest -ThiS‘is the hardest part for»me because I

: have to sit down, and afterwards you re probably '

going to hear from Mr. Cannon, and I m not g01ng to
be able to talk to you anymore ~SO'I-ask you as

jurors that 1f T forget somethlng or 1f you have

’questlonS/ questlons about_anyth;ng;-l ask that you -

~answer them for me.

I.ask'that“you answer them for me,

‘ because'mylclient is notAguilty. Chris is‘not

guiity;‘ The State has failed to prove.their case.
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1 The State has failed to prove that my client 1is
2 guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

3 And throughout the course of my

4 representation of Mr. Williams, it's been good.
5 »I've'had him; I've protected him. I've been his
6 attorney. Just like all my clients, I feel like

7  they're in my hand. And that's why I say it's the

8 hardest part because in a few seconds he won't be .
9 "in my hands aﬁymore.
10 - I won't be able to answer those:
11 .questions; that kills me. So I'm going to place
12 him in your hands. I'm placing Mr. Williams in
134 your hands, eéch of yoﬁ.individually as jurors, and
14- as a jury as a wﬁole.‘ He's now in your hands.
15 ,-I e I ask that when ybu have questions and
l6u you have those-reasonable doubts, you have them
17 néw}  You have them back there;‘ Becauée you can't
.18 ' have those doubts laterl.llt'S'tbo late. So I ask
19 that yéu consider the facts, consider the éase; and
20 consider all-of the evidenée;and make the right
21 verdict, thg.only verdict, and that's not guilty.
22 Thank you.
23 o THE COURT: Mr. Cannon.
24 o | MR. CANNON: I will be brief.. You've

25 heard.primarily everything that I wanted to say. I
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will address a few things that Mr. Smaldone brought
up.

Laws being broken. Yeah, there was
testimony'of.him walking around. It's not breaking
the law. They céught him in fhe act on June 10th.
They weren't set up to catch him May 7th. He was
getting‘ready for that June 10th. |

_ You know, that Taser, tﬁat was found in
the bushes_right along June 10th, right as-he éomés
Qut:of the bushes like a herd of 'elephants, as

Officer Mitchum testified. Turned around, things

gd flying back into.the bushes; he lays down on the

grOund.
If he's there for the view, is that

your natural reaction? He's there for the view.

Is that bélievable.

That Taser fits the box found in

' Tiffany Ravenell's car that Chris Williams is seen

getting,out of several times in the past —--
previous week. Fits the box. I'm sure there's

some confusion about who had the Taser, but Chris

‘Williams has always been there and that Taser has

always been in that car. You make that conclusion.
Poor Chris Williams. .That's what I

have written here; poor Chris Williams, in the
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1 wrong spot at the wrong time. Poor Chris Williams,
2 just going for a stroll, looking for a drug dealer.
3 Doesn't make any sense. After you've been clubbed
4 inythe head over a drug deal, you show up twice by
5 yourself.

6 There were some days he brought Terry

7 Lewis with him. The very following day after the
8 drug deal on June lst. On June 2nd they're seen on

.9 | surveillance together. June 6th, not there.

10 June 7th, not there.

11 - June 8th, who shows up by himself

12 . looking for those drug dealers? . Chris'Williams who
13 hés already been beat up. Going to reallyvshow

14 some force by himself. Dogs it again the next‘day.
15 Doesn't make sense.

16 . Poor Chris Williaﬁs; wrong épot at the )
17 wrong time. Good thing that Goose Creek was there
18 that day because, if not, we don't know what could
19  have happened, the danger that Sam was in. And,

20 you know, that knife was found on him, there's some
21 paint. There was no DNA found, but it had been

22 five weeks since this had been used. If he's a

23 painter, as all paintersvdo, they clean their

24 utensils, their materials, which explains why no

25 blood was found on the knife. Five weeks, that's a
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long time. Who knows what the knife was used for.
-One thing certain, Sam Lord was sliced.

in the hand May 7th, and Chris Williams was found

-with it on June 10th. Withouthquestién, that's

'I'm going to close right here, but I

'will tell-you this:’ Chrls Wllllams thlnksxhefs

untouchable. He thlnks no one 1is gorng to catch

- him.

- But you,got.caught. They were watching

YOui'

- . And the State has proven thelr caser

'ﬁand he's. gullty of all the charges he's. been

charged w1th in. thlS case. :Thank you
THE‘COURT. Ladles and gentlemen, I'm

now going tetinstructiygu on the law appllcable to )

this case:j Ladies and gentlemen, I.do not

typically.Send a ‘copy ‘back ef*these instruetions,_”
SO please llsten very carefully

': Madame Eoreperson, as I 1nd1cated to

»yon, you are responsible‘forfwrltlng the verdict.’

.I'm‘going'tOzgo over -the verdict form so that

yOu'll‘know.what to be listening for as I'm giving

“ygu-the’instructions.

f;SO;there are eight indictments. I have
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prepared a separate verdict form for each
indictment. Madame Foreperson, you must complete
each verdict form separately ahd independent of
your decision on the others. Once you complete
each of the verdict forms, and there again, there's
one verdict form for each of the éharges'against

Mr. Williams, you will sign that verdict form and

date 1it. ~It is a unanimous decision, meaning all

12 of you must agree.
Ladies and gentlemen, I remind you that

during this trial you and I've had certain duties
to perform. As fﬁe trial judge it 1s my -
reéponsibility to preside dver the trial of<this
case, and I also have:the'duty to rule on the
adﬁissibility of thevevidence_offered during this
trial.

fou.ére.to consider only“the competent
evidence before you. If there was any testimony

ordered stricken from. the record, you must.

xdisfegard that testimony. You are to consider only

the testimony that has been presentéd from. the
witness .stand as well aé the exhibits that have
been made part of the record in this-case. And all
of those exhibits will go back with you while

deliberating.
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I hate the additional duty to charge

you the’law applicable to this case. As the
A;presiding judge, I'm the sole judge of the law'of_
‘this=caee. It is yourAduty as jurors to accept the
- law and apply the law exactly as_I state it to you

" now.

If you already have any~idea'as to what
the law is or what.the law ought .to be, and it does

not agree with what I'm about to tell you; you must

- abandon your own ideas because you were sworn as. .

<. In every case.tried’in.this court

before a jury,<the jury becomes the sole and

} exclu51ve judges of the facts A trlal judge may

'/never make any comment regardlng the facts in. this

facts in this ease" You are not to infer from

tanythlng that I have said or done throughout the :
'progress'of thlsAtrlal‘Or in issuing my
" instructions on the law_that I have any opinion

~about the facts in this case. The law does not

allow me to have an opinion about ‘the facts in this
case. This is solely a matter for.you to

determine. -
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1 The eight indictments charged the
2 defendant with one count of armed robbery; one
3> count of assault and battery, first degree; two
4 counts of kidnapping; two counts of possession of a
5 weapon during the commission of a violent crime;
6. one count of attempted armed robbéry; and one count
7 of criminal conspiracy. |

- 8 ' I remind you the fact that the

9 defendant was arrested, charged, and indicted in:

10 this case is not evidence in this case and cannot

11-  be considered by you as evidence in any way, nor

12 does it create any presumption or inference of

13 Quilt. The indictment is simply the formal

14 document which contains the charge made againét the
15 defendant. It is theAermél document which brings
16.- this case into court.

17 7"Just as the indictments in the case.are
18 not evidence, any terminology or labels used in

19 - this case to refer to the individuals invol&ed

20 cannot be considered as evidence. For example, the
21 use of the words defendant and victim are merely

22 formal labels and may not be considered by you as
23 evidence.

24 | The indictments in this case alleged

25 eight different offenses against the defendant.
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‘The charges are, -Indictment 2016-GS-08-2106, armed

robbery; Indictment 2016-GS-08-2107, assault and
battery, first degree; Indictment 2016-GS-08-2108,

kidnapping; Indictment 2016—GS—08—2109 'kidnapping;

2016-GS-08- 2110 possessron of a weapon durlng the -

commission of a violent crrme, Indlctment

2016-GS-08-2111, attempted armed robbery;

Indictment 2016 -GS- 08 2112 criminal cOnspiracy;; f

Indictment 2016 GS- 08 2113 posse551on of a weapon

during the commission of a- v1olent crime.

;Each 1nd;ctment,charges a separate and

- distinct offense. - You must decide each indictment

Separatelybon the.evidence and the law applicable

to lt unlnfluenced by your decision.on the other

,1nd1ctments

You will be asked Madame Foreperson,

to wrlte a’ separate verdlct of gullty or not gullty.

-to each 1nd1ctment

The defendant has pled not gullty t05

‘each indictment. A person charged w1th commlttlng;;
,uafcriminaf'offensevin South*Carolfna is ‘never h
xrequired to prove'himself_fnnocent.ﬁ“l charge you;fﬁ
‘it is-an 1mportant rule of law that the defendant

in atcrlmlnalutrlal, no matter what the serlousness

of thefcharge-may:be,»w1ll always be,presumed_tO'be

455
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1 innocent of the crime for which the indictment was
2 issued unless guilt has been proven by evidence
3 satisfying you of that guilt beyond a reasonable
4 - doubt.
5 This presumption of innocence does not
6 end when ydu begin your deliberations, but it
7 accompanies the-defendant throughout the trial

8 untii you' each a verdict>of guilty‘baséd upon

9 -+ evidence satisfying you 5f thatlguilt beyond a
10 ieasonable‘ddubt. .,
11 -  The State has the burden of proving the
12 defendant guilty beyond a reasconable doubt. Some
13 of you'may’hévé served as jurors‘in civil cases
14 where you were told that it was.only neceésary to
15' prove that a fact is more likely true than not |
16 true, such ésvby a'greater weight or preponderance
'17<:'of the evidénCe,
8 ‘.-Invcriminal cases; the'State(s proof
19 must be more pQwerful than that. It must»bé beyond
20 'a reasonable dbﬁbt. Proof beyond a“reasonabléb
21  doubt is proof that-leaves.you firmly conviﬁced of
22 bthe defendant‘s guilt. There are Very;few thihgs.
23 in tﬁis world'that.we>kn0w with ébsdlute certainty,
24 | andvin criminal cases the law does not réquire

25  proof that overcomesmevery possiblé doubt.
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- If based upon’your-consideration of the

“evidence you are firmly convinced that the
’defendant is guilty of the crime charged,'you‘must

"find the defendant guilty. TIf, on the other hand,

you think there is a real possibility that the
defendant is not guilty, you nust give the

defendant the benefit of the doubt and find him not

There are two types of evidence
deneraliy presented throughout a trial; direct
evidence and circumstantial evidence. Direct

evidence directly proves the existence of a fact

~and does not require deduction.

Circumstantiai evidence isrproof of a
chain of'facts and circumsﬁances indicating‘the
existence ina fact. .Crimes may be prdvén by -
circumstantial evidence. The.law makes no
distinétion between thevwéight"or”value.to be given
either;diréct-or circumstantiélvevidence; however('
to theiexténtithe State relies on circumstantiai
evidence, all of the‘circumstanges must be
consistént with each other, and when taken

together, point conclusively to the guilt of the

accused beyond a reasonable doubt.

-If the circumstances merely portray the

457 -
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defendant's behavior as suspicious, the proof will
fail. The State has the burden of proving the
defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. This
burden rests with the State regardless of whether

the State provides on direct, circumstantial

o xS W N

evidence, or a combination of the two.
7 Necessarily, you .must determine the
8 credibility of the witnesses who have testified.

9 Credibility simply means believability. It becomes

o 10 your duty as jurors to analyze the facts and

11 determine which evidence convinces you.

12 . In determining the believability of the
13 witnesses who have testified, you may believe one.
14 witness over seVerai, or several witnesses over one
- 15 witness. You may believe a part of the testimony
16 Qf.aAWitness and reject the remaining part of the
17 ° testimony of that same witness. . You?méy believe

18 the testimony of a witness in its entirety or

19 reject the testimony of a witnessvin its entirety.
20 You»also'may consider whether the witness- has

21 exhibited to you any intérest, bias, prejudice, or
22 other motive in this cése, and you may also

23 consider the appearance and manner of a witness

24 while that witness was testifying.

25 A person who has a prior criminal



s w N

~ o WU

10

11
12

13

14
15.

16

17
18 -
19

© 20

21 .
22 -

23

24
25.

| 459 499
JURY CHARGE '
record is competent to testify during a trialr’ A
past record or criminai history does not affect the
ability of that witness to testify. |
You have heard evidence that aywitnessh
committed a bad act not the subject of a

conviction. This pribr;bad act and record may only

- be considered by you, if at all, in.determining the

witness's believabiLityﬁ Remember, you are the

‘sole judges-of the. facts in this case.and the

believability of any and all of the witnesses.
‘An iseuevin’this case 1s the
identification of the defendant as the person who

committed the-crimeé:charged.f The State has the

‘burden of proving identity beyond'a’reasonabie.

doubt*'%You must'be‘Satisfied'beyond a reasonable

_doubt of the 1dent1ty of the. defendant before you

may convict’ the defendant.
Identlflcatlon testlmony is an

expression of bellef or 1mpressron-of a witness.

- You must determlne the: accuracy of the»
,1dentlflcatlon of the defendant. You must con51der

‘the believability of eachlidentiflcatlon witness in

the same way as any Cther witness.

You may consider whether the witness

had’ an adequate opportunity to observe the offender .~
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at the time of the offense. This would be affected

by things like, how long or short time was

w NN

available; how far or close the witness was; the

=N

lighting conditions; and whether the witness had
the chance to see or know the person in the past.

Once again, I instruct you, the burden

< o U

of proof is on the State and extends to every
8 element-of the crime charged, and this specifically
9 inciudes the burdenAof‘proving‘beyond a reasonable
10 doubf the identity of the defendant as the;person”
11 who committed the crime charged. |

12 : If after examining. the testimony you

13 . have a reasonable doubt as to the-accuracy of the
14 identification,. you mustAfind the_défendant not

15  guilty.

16 i ~ You have heard testimony concerning the
17 _penaltyla person can serve for the crimes'aileged
18 in the indictment. In determining the guilt or

19 innocence of the defehdant, you cannot cénsider any
20 possigle pénalty for any particular crime. The

21 punishment_forzthe crimes is a matter for,me to

22 determihe, and you should néver considér‘the

23 punishment in evaluating and arriving at a verdict
24 as to the guilt or innocence of the defendant.

25 Madame Foreperson, that issue may not
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be discussed in the jury room.

In order to establish criminal
liability, criminal intent is required.. For
example, the mental state to be proven by the State
for a particular crime might be purpose, intent,

knewledge, or‘recklessness. .Criminal intent must

‘be - proven by the State beyond a reasonable doubt.

Criminal intent is always a matter that

:must be determined by you from the circumstances

surroundlng this 81tuatlon. There is no way to

prove intent to a mathematical certainty. There 1is

no way that medical science can dissect a person's

brain.and determine what the person had in mind.

So the law says criminal intent may be inferred

from the circumstances shown to.héve:existed. This
~is how you make a determination of whether or not

‘the element of intent is present.

It is not necessary to establish intent

by direct and positive evidence. - But intent may be

esteblished by inference in»the same way as any~
other factfby taking‘inte consideration the acts of
the parties and all of the facts and circumstances
of this case.

Criminal intent is a mental state. Tt

is a conscious wrongdoing. It is up to you to
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determine what the defendant intended to do based
upon the circumstances shown to have existed.
Criminal intent can arrive from actions or a
failure to act. It may rise from negligence or
indifference to duty or to consequences that is -
considered by the law to be the equivalent of
criminal intent.

Mere presence at the scene is not
sufficient to prove'somebne guilty of a crime. .A
defendant's presence where a crime is being
committed or meré'asSociation with the person who
commits a crime does not make a defendant an
accomplice or an aider and abeﬁter of the person
committing the crime.

The burden is on the State to prove -
every element of the crime charged. If you find
after reviewing all of the evidence that the State
has provéd that the defendant was only preseﬁt at
the scene of the crime and that they have not
proved beyond a reasonable doubt any othér
participation in the crime, then you must find the
defendant not guilty.

The law is, the proof of being at the
scene of the crime is not sufficient to find

someone guilty.
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hTheﬁdefendant‘is,charged.with one count

of armed robbery. In order to prove this offense,

‘the State must first prove beyond a reasonable

doubt that the defendant took personal property
from the persohal presence of another person;
Property is ih the'presence'of another person if it
is within the‘person's‘reaoh,‘inspection,‘ | |
observation; or control.so that the.pereonicoﬁld,
if not overcome with Violenoe~or prevented_hy-fear[
keep:poSseseion of the property. ”

The State must also prove beyond a

' reasonable'doubt’that'the defendant'carried the

property away 1ntend1ng to permanently deprlve the

’owner of- the property and to keep the property for

‘the defendant s own use. The sllghtest removal of

the property or the complete posse551on of the

>property, even»for.an 1nstance; by the-defendant is

suff1c1ent to show a taklng and carrylng away of L '
the property. A

The taklng and carrylng away -of the

'property_must have been done with v1olence or by

putting the owner ofpthe property in fear of
violence. |

Finally, the State must prove beyond a

- reasonable doubt that the defehdant;was armed with
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a deadly weapon during the robbery. A deadly
weapon 1is any article} instrument, or substance
which is likely to cauae death or great bodily
harm. Whether an instrument has been used as a
deadly weapon depends upon the facts and
circumstance of each éase.' |

-The following are eXamples of

'instruments which may be deadly weapons: A pistol,

a shotgun, a rifle, a dirk, dagger, knife,

slingshot, metal knuckles, razor, gasoline fire

bomb, or lighter fluid.

The defendant. is charged with one count

~of attempted armed robbery. An attempt is an

- effort to accomplish a crime which does not

succeed. An attempt includes a specific'intent to
do a particular criminal act along with an act
falling short of the act intended.

The State must show more than mere .

- preparation and intent. There must be some overt

act cOmmittéd'in the effort to commit the crime.
Intent ﬁeans intending the result‘which actually
occurs; not accidently drinvoluntariLy. Intent
may be shown by acts and éonducﬁ of the defendant

and other circumstances from which you may

naturally and reasonably infer intent.
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The defendant is charged with attempted
armed robbery. The State must prove beyond a |

reasonable doubt that the.defendant's attempt

included a specific intent to commit armed robbery

along with an act:falling,short'of that armed
robbery. |

The elements of the offense of armed

o robbery'are as follows: The State must prove

beyond a reaéonable:dbubt that the-defendant took

‘personal property from the person or presence of

“dnother person. Property is :in the presence of a

person if it is within.the person's reach,

inspection, observation, ‘or control so that the

pérson'could; if not overcome --:so that the person-

coﬁld not keep --'or could not keep -- could not

overcome with'violence or'prevented by fear‘keep

‘:posseSSionAoffﬁhe property;

ero prﬁve the_offense of armed.robbery,.'

 the State.must alsouprove beyond'a’reasonabie déubt-
thaf“thé defendant carriedfthe-property awéy

':intendingvto_permanently deprive'the'owner of‘thev‘-

property and to keep the prdpérty for the-

defendant's own use.

The slightest removal of the property,

. even for an instance, by,the defendant is -

465
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-1 sufficient to show a taking and carrying away of
2 the property. The taking and carrying away of the
3 property must have been done with violence or by
4 putting the owner of the préperty'in fear of
5 violence.
6 | Finally, to-prove the‘offeﬁse’ofbarmed

7 robbery ——‘attempted armed robbery, the Stéte must
8 prove beyondva reasonable doubt that. the defendant
9 was armed with a'deadly'weapon.duriﬁg the armed
10'_ robbery. . - oo _ B - ‘
11 C Once again,,a.deadly weapon is any
12. -~ article, inétrument,bor spbétahce which-is likely
13 to cause'déath or greét bodily harm. Whether an
14 'instrument_has been uéed as é déadly Weapqn depends
15 on the facts and circumstances of each case.
16 ~ * The defendéntvis charged with one count
17 of aséault and battery, first degree. In order to
18 prove assault and battery iﬁ the first degree, the
19 Sfate must prove, and the statute reads: A person
20 commifé the offense of assault and battery in the .
21 first deéree if the person>unlawfully injures
22~ another person, and the act occurred during the
23 commission of a robbery, burglary, kidnapping or
24 theft.

25 A person may also commit the offense of
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assault and battery in the flrst degree 1f the

: person unlawfully offers or attempts to 1njure

another person with the present'ability"to do so -

467

and the ‘act either is accomplished by means likely'*‘

to produce death or great bodily injury, or that

~occurred during thé commission of.a robbery, °

.burglary, kidnapping/ or theft.

;Great.bodily injury means bodily.injury
which causes a substantial risk of death or which

causes serious permanent disfigurement .or -

~protracted loss'or impairment of the function of a

bodlly member or organ

" The defendant is’ charged w1th two

Lcounts of kldnapplng The State must prove beyond"'

.a reasonable doubt that the defendant knowrngly and

unlawfully seized, conflned 1nve1gled decoyed

'kidnapped abducted or carrled away another person :

w1thout authorlty of law

To do-a thlng unlawfully is to do 1t

.,w1llfully agalnst the law. Know1ngly means with
'knowledge, consciously, not accidentally.i Seizer-
.means'to take hold of suddenly or forcibly.

fgConfine méans to limit;‘restriot; or,enclosejwithin,
bounds, imprison or shut, or keep in.. inveigle

‘means. to lure,xentice, or-be led aStray;by false
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1 representations, promises or other deceitful means.
2 Decoy means to lure by, as 1f by a decoy. A decoy
3 is sométhing td entice a person into a trap.

4 Kidnap is to remove a person against his will by

5 -ﬁnlawfui force or’by-fraudl_ Abduct means to carry'
6 off secretly or by force for an illegal -purpose.

- Carry away means to. remove.

8 . The State does not have to prdve that

9 thevdefendant'did.all'of thesefthings. Instead, if
10 you-find beyond a reasonable(dopbt'that the

11 defendant did any of these things; you may find fhé
12 defendant guilty of kidnapping.‘~ I |

13 o Something done without authority of law

14 . is something which the law does not sahdtion,
15’ 'pérmit, allow, condone; orjprovide‘justification

16 ~for. The kidnappingAdoes ﬁot have to'be -for any
_17."personél or monetary gain, for aﬁy illegal pﬁrpose,-:
18 but may be for ahy'reason'whatsoeVer.

19 | ' . ‘The defendant is charged with one count |
20 - of criminal conspiracy. ‘The State must proveb

21 beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant

22 - committed -- or excusé me,.cdmbinéd withrone or

23 more persons for the purpose of accomplishing an

24 “unlawful object or lawful objectvby unlawful means.

25 o "~ There must be a mutual understanding,
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agreement, or a commOnbintentioh in plan. Mere
passivevknowledge or consent to the criminal
conduct of another is not enough to make a person a
conspirétor: There must be guilty’knowledge and
participation. | |

Similarly, the mere}fact'that the
defendant méy have associated with another pérsdh
or met with another person and discussed‘coﬁmon
aims and interests doesn't necessarily establish
proof of the existence of a conspiracy, or that the
defendant was. involved in the’conspiracy;

On the other hand, it i's not necessary

that the agreement»be a formal one, that it be in

writing, that the person hold a meeting and
'-expresslyastate the terms of the common plan, or

" that the agreement be: stated:in words between them.

" The agreement of a criminal conspiracy:

'may'comé into being through impiied:mutualr'~ ;

understanding. . The willful, intentional and .

'knowing adoption by two or more péersons of a common’

plan is sufficient.. No overt acts need to be shown
to establish a conspiracy.' A’éénspiracy may be

shown by circumstantial evidénce and the conduct of

© the parties.’

In order to génvict'the~defendant of”
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conspiracy, the State must prove beyond a
reasonable doubt not only that the defendant knew
of the unlawful conduct, but that the defendant
agreed to combine with the other persdn for the
purpose of accomplishing the unlawful conduct.

The defendant is charged with two
counts of possession of a weapon during the
commission of, or attempt to commit a violent
crime. The State must prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that thé defendant visibly displayed a knife
during the commission of a violent crime.

In order to find the'deféhdént guilty
of possession of a weapon during the commission of
a violent crime, you must first find the defendant
guilty of either committing a violent crime or
attempting to commit a‘violeﬁt grime.

Armed robbery, kidnapping, and
attemptéd armed robbery are violent criﬁes under
the laws of the state of South Carolina; The State
must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the
weapon furthered,:advanced or helped ih the‘
commission of that crime.

Ladies- and gentlemén, I'm going to gb
over the verdict forms once again with you now that

I have given you the instructions on the law.
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In the Court of General Sessions for
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, case number

2016-GS-08~-2106 -- please remember that there is no

"signifiCance in the way that these are ordered. I

simply,have gone -- taken the indictment number and

put them on a piece of paper There is. no

-*s1gn1f1cance in the’ way that I place these on the

paper. Simply someth1ng~has to go first -- we, “the

. Jjury, find the defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams,

‘not guilty; or,'we, the jury, find- the defendant

Chris Nathaniel Williams, gullty of armed robbery

Once agaih, once you have reached a

.verdict on that, a unanlmous verdlct meanlng all 12

- of you‘agree, you w1ll 51gn that verdlct form and

date 1t unlnfluenced by any - of the other verdlct

.. forms.: T : 1 . o . -

In. the Court of: General Se581ons for~

the Nlnth Jud1c1al CerUlt 2016 GS 08 2107; we,
. the jury; find the defendant,-Chrls'Nathanlel

Williams,vnot guilty; or, We,‘the jury,'find-the

defendant Chrls Nathanlel Wllllams, gullty of -
assault and battery, first degree. Once again,

once you have reached that unanimous verdict; sign .

'and date that verdlct form

In the. Court of General Sessions for
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1 the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016—GS—O8;2108; we,

2 the jury, find the defendant, Chris Nathaniel

3 Williams, not guilty; or, we, the jury, find the

4 defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams, gﬁilty of the
5 - kidnapping of Lili Lord. Once you have reached the
6 unanimous verdict, sign and date that verdict form.
7 In the Court of General Sessions for

8 the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016-GS-08-2109; we, .

9 the jury,'find_the defendant, Chris Nathéniel
10 »Williams, not guilty; or, we, the jury; find fhe
11  defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams,‘guilty of the
12 , kidnapping of Sho Lord. Once again, on a unanimous
13 ‘.verdict[ you wili'sign and date that verdict form.
14 ' 'In the Court of General Sessions for .
15 the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016-GS-08-2110; we,
16 the jury, find the defendént/'Chris‘Nathaniel
17 Williams, not guilty; or, we, the jury, find the
18 defendant, Chris Nathaniel Wiiliams, guilty Of:
19 possession of a weapon during the commission of a
20 violent crime on May 7, 20le6.
21 In the Court of General Sessions for
22 the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016-GS-08-2111; we,
23 the jury, find the defendant, Chris Nathaniel‘
24 Williams, not.guilty; or, we, the jury, find the

25 defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty - of
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attempted armed robbery. Once you have' reached a
unanimous- verdict on that verdict, sign and date
that verdict form.

In the Court of General Sessions for
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016-GS-08-2112; we,

the jury, find the defendant, Chris Nathaniel

Williams, not guilty; or, we, the jury, find the

defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty of

criminal conspiracy. Once you have reached a

‘unanimous verdict on that indictment, you sign and

date the verdict form.
In the Court: of General'Sessions for
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, 2016-GS-08-2113; we,

the jury, find the defendant, Chris Nathaniel

‘Williams, not guilty; or, we, the jury,.fihd the

defendant, Chris‘Nathaﬁiel Williams, guilty of
poséession‘of*a weapon during the commission of a
violent crime bn,June<lO, 2016. Once you have_
reached a~unanimOus decision-on tﬁat verdict, you
will sigﬁ and date the'vefdict'form.

'Please remember, in order to complete

this Verdict form you will have had to have made a -

finding of guilt on a statutbrily'violent crime.
Ladies and gentlemen, that completes my

charge on the law. Is there any member of the

473
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first 12 who feel for whatever reason you would not
be able to complete deliberations in this case?

If you feel that you would not be able
to complete deliberations, please stand. Thank
you. All 12 have indicated that they are able to
begin and eompleﬁe deliberations in this matter.

To my alternate, I'm not releasing you
yet, and I will come and give you further
instructions.  You will be placed in a separate
room until the first 12 begin deliberations, and
then I will come and give you further insfructions.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is the last
time that I will say this to you: Do not begin
your deiiberations. vDo not begin discussing this
case amongst yoursel?es.- I'm gathering the verdict
forms and the evidence. to go back with you, and
once we have done that, the bailiff will bring the
evidence to'you and they will iﬁdicate.that,you may
begin YOur deliberations.

Ladies and.gentlemen, please fake all

of your belohgings back with you. Please rise for

‘the jury.

(Jury out, 10:25 a.m.)
THE COURT: Thank you. Be seated. Any

objection, correction to the charges read from the
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State?

MR. CANNON: No. The armed robbery --

" attempted armed fobbery,_lndon't know, I think you

went into language of an armed robbery, then -

" followed back up with the overt act. I'm thinking
. that's how you did it,'.If that's the .case, then

the State. is satisfiedﬁ;_

MR. SMALDONE: No ObjeCtlon

THE COURT;_‘AllArlght And you have

rviewed the verdict forms:

. MR.‘SMALDONE: Yes.
- THE COURT:\‘And there wete;ne
objectiOnS.to-the‘verdidtvforms;-is»that"cortect?=
MR. CANNON: No, YdurAHondr . |

'VMR' SMALDONEf’"No; Your Honoz .

THE COURT All rlght 4 Andﬁall-of_the
"ev1dence has been agreed to, and we . knew what~is
}g01ng back and- what s ——-there is nothlng on the

~table that s not g01ng back; 1s that correct?t'q

A THE COURT REPORTER Corfect.-
(Jury dellberatlng,410;357a.m.) -
(3:26 p.m.). | |

THE COURT: I understand we have a

“verdict. Anythlng before we brlng in the jury°

MR.rCANNON:;u-Nothlng from the State,’

475
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Your Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: Nothing on the defense

end.

THE COURT: All right.

(Jury~in, 3:22 p.m.) .

THE COURT: Thank you. Pleaée be
seated. |

Ladies and gentlemen, while you've been

deliberating we've been busy working in this

courtroom, so there are some people remaining in
" the courtroom from the hearing that I was having

While_ybu were deliberating that are unreléted to

this case. .’

I uhderSténd that you'have réachéd_a
Verdict;»ié that correct,-Madame‘Foré?érson?
JURYVFOREPERSON: Yes, Your,Honor;
,THEFCOURT: Mr. Williams, please .stand.

THE CLERK: In the State of South

' Carolina, County of Berkeley versus Chris'Nathaniéi

Williams, in the Court of General Sessions, case

- number 2016-GS-08-2106; we, the jury, find the

defendant, Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty of
armed robbery. | |

State of Sduth Carolina versus
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NathanielAWilliams, General Sessiohs, case number
2016;GSfO8_2107; we, the jury, find the defendant,
Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty of assault and
battery, first deqree;

' The State of South Carolina, County of
Berkeléy versué;Chris Nathaniel Williams, in the.
Court of General Sessiohsf’case number | _ )
2016—@8—08—2108; we, the:jury,'find'the_defendant,
Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty»éf kidnappiﬁg Qf.‘
Lili Lord. o - S .
o v-;ﬁState of"Sbuth Carolina, Coﬁnty of
Berkeléy versus Chris Néfhaniel Williams, in the’

Court of General Sessions, case number.

" 2016-GS-08-2109; we, the jury, find the defendant,

Chris Nathaniel WilliamS[ guilty‘of.Eidnappingnof”

'ShQ}Lord._

A-Staté.of South Carolina, County of -

Berkeley*#érsus‘Chris Nathaniel Williams, ihAthe

- Court of General Sessions,. case number-“

2016-GS-08-2110; we, the jury, find the defendant,
Chrié,Nathanieleiliiams, guilty of possession.of'a
Weépoﬁ during the commission of a'viOlent dfime_oh

May 7, 2016. ' |
' Tn the State'of;South Carolina, County

of Berkeley verSusthfis'Nathaniei Williams, the
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VERDICT
1 Court of General Sessions, case number
2 2016-GS-08-2111; we, the jury, find the defendant,
3 Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty of attempted armed
4 robbery. |
5 State of South Carolina, County of
6 Berkéley versus Chris Nathaniel Williams, in the
¥ Court of General Sessions, case number
8 ‘2016—GS—O8—2112;'we, the jury, find the. defendant,

Chris Nathaniel Williams, guilty of criminal

10 conspiracy.

11 ‘ In the State of South Carolina, County
i2 fofiBerkeley versus Chris:Nathaniel Williams, in the
13 ~ Court of Cenefal Sessions; case'ﬁumber
14 - 2016-GS-08-2113; we, the jury, find the defendant,
15 Chris Néfhéniel~Williams, guilty-of possession of a
"16  weapon during the~¢ommission of a violent crimevon> o ‘ |
17  June 10, 2016. |
18 -~ o _Ladies and gentlemen ofsthe’jury; if
19 ﬁhis is your verdict, please signify by raising -
.20 your right hand.s

21 _ . THE JURY: (Raised hands.)

22 ~ THE CLERK:  Thank you.
23 : THE COURT: Anything further required

24  of the jury from the defendant?

25 MR. SMALDONE: Please poll the jury.
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THE COURT: Using juror numbers, please

You may have a seat, Mr. Williams.

JUROR NUMBER 177: Yes.

THE CLERK: Is. this still

‘JUROR NUMBER 177:  Yes.

* THE CLERK: -Juror 104, is

JUROR NUMBER “104: - Yes.

THE CLERK: . Is this still’

'JUROR NUMBER 104: Yes

THE CLERK:, Juror. 157, is

_JUROR NUMBER 157: = Yes:.
- THE ‘CLERK: Is this still
JUROR NUMBER 157: ¥es. .

' THE CLERK: Juror 189, is.

JUROR NUMBER 189: Yes.

THE ‘CLERK: 1I5.this still

~ JUROR NUMBER 189: Yes.

“your

this

your

this.

your

this

your

THE CLERK: Juror number 177, is this

verdict?

your

verdict?

your

verdict?

your .

verdict? -

THE CLERK: Juror 39, is this your

479
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-JUROR NUMBER 39: Yes.

THE CLERK: Is this still your verdict?
JUROR -NUMBER 39: Yes.

THE CLERK: Juror 168, is this your

JUROR NUMBER 168: Yes.

" THE CLERK: Is this still your verdict?

JUROR NUMBER 168: Yes.

'ITHE,CLERK: Juror 95, is this your

JUROR NUMBER 95: Yes.

_THE CLERK: Is this still your verdict?

THE CLERK: Juror 132, is this your

JUROR,NUMBER 132: Yes.

THE CLERK: Is this still your verdict?

JUROR NUMBER 132: Yes.

THE CLERK: Juror 110, is this your

JUROR NUMBER 110: Yes.

THE CLERK: Is.this still your verdict?

JUROR NUMBER 110: - Yes.

THE CLERK: Juror 227, is this your
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JUROR NUMBER 227: Yes.

THE CLERK: 1Is this still

JUROR NUMBER 227: Yes.

verdict?

-verdict?

THE CLERK: Juror 146, 1is

JUROR NUMBER 146: Yes.
THE CLERK: Is this still
JUROR NUMBER 146: Yes.

THE CLERK: Juror 144, 1is

JUROR NUMBER: 146: Yes,

THE CLERK: Is this still

.JUROR NUMBER 146: Yes.

Smaldone?-

451 481

your verdict?

this. your

your verdict?

this your

ma'am.

your verdict?

THE CLERK: Your Honor,  the jury has

and the verdict stands.

- MR. SMALDONE: Nothing at

time.

THE COURT: Mr. Cannon?

THE COURT: Anything further,. Mr.

this time.

MR. CANNON: Nothing.further- at this

THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this

‘concludes your service to the. case and it ‘also

concludes yOur’service for the week. If'you will
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please go back to your jury room, I will be there
in just a few moments to thank you for your service
to Berkeley County.

Please rise for the jury.

(Jury out, 3{28 p.m.)

- THE COURT: Please be seated.

Outside of the presence of the jury,

anything further, Mr. Smaldone?

MR. SMALDONE: Renew all my motions and

- objections. Nothing further, other than that.

| THE ‘COURT: ALl right.
MR. CANNON: . Just my response being my

oppoSitioﬁ to his objections made earlier as

. previously in this trial.

THE COURT: I deny to -- change any of
my previous rulings. Note your exception to my
ruling.

Are you ready. for sentencing? Do you

" want to wait for the Lords?

MR. CANNON: I don't think the Lords
are interested in coming back.. They are intérested
in the case, but they're dkay with me going
forward. They have been in the past. They just
waﬁt me to follow-up with them on the éase. MS.

SZYMCZYNSKA-SAS went downstairs to get the
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' sentencing sheets.

THE COURT: All rlght Mr. Smaldone,
are you ready for sentencing?

MR. SMALDONE; Defense is ready.

THE COURT: I have'little discretion in-

this case,'because you agree-:that the LWOP notice

: was:proberly served.,

MR. SMALDONE: I agree it was properly
served. B |
| THE COURT: So then it's an LWOP on
everything but the attempted armed robbery,
eehsplracy, and possess;Lon’> '
| " MRf'CANNON:,‘.Itfs'life without parole
on —- V . N |

| THE. COURT: - On the attempted armed ..

:robbery as well

MR CANNON Armed robbery, attempted

‘iarmed'robbery, and the kldnapplng charges

483

eTHE COURT: - So the crlmlnal consplracy o

ahd pdsseesidh.of afweapon are hot‘LWOP.
| : MR;fCANNON:_ “That's correct.
- THE'COURT:"Youfre‘asking to sentence
him -- o -
| MR. CANNON: As to those charges, Your

Honor?



484

g o s W N e

10
11
12
13
14

15.
16
17.

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

484

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. CANNON: The State would be asking
for the maximum sentence on those charges.

THE COURT: All-right. I'm going to go
release the jury, unless théré's any objection.

MR. SHELTON: No objection to the
release of the jury.

THE COURT: Mr.  Cannon.

‘MR. CANNON: No -objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We'll be at easé.

(A recess'transpifed;)

THE COURTE‘.MI; Cannoh, I heard the

testimony; I'm familiér with Mr. Williams' prior

'fécord;~I underétaﬁd the State's position-to

sentencing. 'Anything else?

o “ MRLfCANNON::i(No, Your Hohbr. . The
Court 1is aware of thé égregious fagté in this case,
as wéli as,his'criminal~record. I did‘f_ there
were two ——'éxcuse‘me, three charges on this case
- four-chargesﬁin'this-case, the two weapons
charges that carry zero to fi&e} which is mandatory
after the service bf'the underlying offense; as
well as the criminal conspiracy, which .is zero to
five; and the assault and battery, first, which is

zero to 10 years.
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'THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone.

MR. SMALDONE: Your Honor, there's -=-
unfortunately; there's not a whole lot at this
point that I can argue. I would ask that the
record please note my exceptlon to the life WLthout
parole under separation of powers in the Eighth
Amendment, cruel and unusual. So I would esk the
Court to note my exception to that.
| I.stand here, .and my sympathy goes out
to the Lord family. I hope throughout this whole

process they can find some closure, and we'd just

" ask Your Honor to be as merciful as you -could be.

It's been a pleasure representing

Mr. Williams:. I wish thingS~went differently,'but

I ask Your Honor for the most dlscretlonary mercy

Your Honor can’ show in thlS case.

THE COURT I have no diScretioh or

" mercy in this'case; it's llfe w1thout the

pessibility of parole. That's what it is.

'~ Mr. Cannon, you're not indicating to
the Court that i have -- that the weapons charges
ﬁuet run consecutive?

MR. CANNON:: I defer to the Court;s
discretion how to handle that - sentence. .

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Williams,

485
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please stand. You understand that you have been
found guilty.
THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: And I'm sure that

.Mr. Smaldone has advised you of your appellate

rights. You understand that you have the right to
appeal this sentence?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: But you must do so within
ten days. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE;COURT: Any questions about that? .

. THE DEFENDANT: No. |

THE COURT: Okay. You understand that

you have been found guilty and served with a notice

of life without the pbssibility of parole?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: I have no discretion to
give. T must sentence you on the armed robbefy,
the two counts of kidnapping, and the attempted
armed robbery to lifé without the possibility of
parole. You understand, that?

THE DEFENDANT: No, I don't understand
that.

THE COURT: Mr. Smaldone, did you not
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_explain to him --

MR. SMALDONE:

means. Maybe he S not happy about it.

TWOﬁldn 't be either, but

THE coURT- Mr

- THE DEFENDANT

" served.

48

I'did,,Your Honor. And

"I think he just means -- I'm.not sure what he

Wllllams, do - you recal

"belng served with that'notice?

I don t recall belng

, 487.

I certainlyx

1

THE COURT: I recall you being served.

with that notlce
THE DEFENDANT

Remember -- if. I may°_ Can

‘:Ever since I rejected the plea, the. plea bargaln,

»I don't recall it.

I? Remember,.l was

' mentlonlng to you that' I didn't know T was coming

"to be —- to ple the jury or .even to start trlal

never talked to my lawyer srnce then

THE COURT: so;

'observed that serv1ce

Mr Wllllams, yon.were

"served w1thout -— w1th the notlce of llfe w1thout

the p0551b111ty of parole in open court ,and I

Anythlng you w1sh to tell me before I

1mpose sentence°
THE DEFENDANT

had to slgn or.somethlng?

. Is there something I

T
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SENTENCING

THE COURT: No, sir.

THE DEFENDANT: I don't recall. I
mean, I will go with what you say, but I don't
recall it ma'am, Your Honor.

THE DOURT:* Is there anything you wish
to tell me before I 1mpose sentence?

THE DEFENDANT: Other than I dldn t do
it, I'm innocent.

THE COURT: Sir, the jury has spoken

and they have found you guilty. It is the order of

the Court on 2016-GS-08-2106, 2108, 2019, and 2111,
that you be comitted totthe State Department of
Correctiona for a term of life without the
possibility of parole.

It's the order of the Court on

2016—GS—O8—2110 2107, 2112 and 2113 that you be

committed to the State Department of Correctlons

for a term of flve years. Those,w1ll_all»run

concurrent and concurrent with your life without

the possibility ef.parole sentence.

Good luck to you, sir.

THE DEFENDANT: Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Smaldone,
Mr. Cannon, and Mrs. Sas. | -

(These proceedings were concluded at .
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1 ‘ CERTIFICATE CF REPORTER
2 o
3 I, Carol Denise Lauder, Registered
4 Professional Reporter and Notary Public for the
5 ‘Staﬁe of South Carolina af Large, do hereby certify
6 | that theAforegoing'transcript'is-a true, accﬁrate,
7 'and‘completé.reCOrd;.
8 I further certify that I.am heither rélated "
9  to nor counSel fdr any party to the cause pending
10 or'ihterésted~in tﬁe events thereof.
11 Witness my hand, i’have'hereunto.affixed my
12 official sealgthis'érdvday of Ndﬁember, 2017 at
13  Charleston, Charlestoh County,; South Cafolina.w
14 | “
16 N
19 N %&MB'L
. Carol Denise Lauder
18 Registered Professional
Reporter, CP
19 L
20
22
23
24
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CC/0318777
- WITNESSES

DOCKET NO. 2016-GS-08-02106

The State of South Carolma

. Goose Creek Police Depértinent * : e .
County of. Berkeley RO U | L
AGENCY CASE NUMBER _
2016-2187 ‘ , , ,
' - '_ COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
| ,,‘ ' SEPTEMBER TERM 2016
' 2016A0820200392 A
DATE OF ARREST
- 0671172016 B CTHESTATE 0 o Lo vt T e
. : B . ;unx s, .
: 'ACTION OF GRAND JURY. o , VS. : o o B E 2
1) CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS . 59-{; “w
. | ‘BM DOB: - . L s 2e2 R M
_ggj\m@mf SQJBQOKJ . o #EE e O
Farepersa f Grand Jury ) Dar o - _ :‘" . g .o
: Indictment for ’
ARMED ROBBERY - - i
' SC Code: § 16114)330@)
ACDR Code: 0139
Foreperson of Petit me ) - . Date:

6V
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STATE OF sOUTH CAROLINA e
AN LRI B H INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF BERKELEY -

Ata Court of General SBSSIOAS conVened September 2016, the Grand Jurors of Berké]ey
County present upon their oath: : _

ARMED ROBBERY

That on or about May 7, 2016 in Berkeley .County, South Carolina, the Defendant, Chris
Nathaniel lehams, by use of force, threats or intimidation and while armed with a deadly
weapon, or while allegmg, either by action or words he was armed while using a representation

m;veapon or any object which a person prcsent durmg the commission of the robbery
reasonably believed to be a deadly weapon, did take and carry away monies from the persons or
immediate presence of Sho and Lili Lord with the intent to permanently deprlve the vietims of
posses;mn thereof, and/or Dcfcndant‘conspxred with others to accomplish the same; in vxolathn.
of §16-11-330(A) of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended.

Against the peace and dlgmty of the State. and contrary to the statute in such case made and -

provided.

NNON
AS SI T SOLICITOR




T CCl0318777 - DOCKET NO. 2'01‘6-(;'3-08-02107 e
WITNESSES | |

" Goose Creek Police Dep artroent The State of South Carolma .

. R /
WY, 3. Mot m - o CountyofBerkeley L _ —
AGENCY CASE NUMBER ‘ ‘ S
2016-2187 L RO |
— - COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS.
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER . . ’ o
L ' * SEPTEMBER TERM 2016
2016A0820200393 ’ - .
DATE OF ARREST o . i
ATE OF AR — s
06/11/2016 R THE STATE : : RoX R
| ' - Emr R
ACTION OF GRAND JURY | VS. o EE; o
. ' . SoE ™ m A
‘ : ay cog -
- True Rill .~ CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS o R - B
: . <D TN .

g . B/M DOB: - CBZ e - :
SBwske ot T2l ey
Forepersoh of Grand Jury ) Date: . o - o A

VERDICT .
' Indictment for
. ASSAULT & BATTERY 1ST DEGREE :
SC Code: § 16-03-0600(C)(1)
CDR Code: 3412 -
Fo repersor; of Petil Jury . Date:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

—d
aa

% 43 5y INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF BERKELEY o
Ata Court of General Sess:(Lns, convened September 2016, the Grand Jurors of BerlLeley |
County present upon their oath:

Liy

ASSAULT & BATTERY, 1ST DEGREE

That in Berkeley County, South Carolina, on or about May 7, 2016, the Defendant, Chris

‘Nathaniel Williams, did commit an unlawful act of injury upon the victim, Sho Lord, and the act

occurred during the commission of a robbery, kidnapping, or theft; or the Defendant offered or
atterﬁpted to injure the victim with the present ability to do so, and the act was acéomplished by
means likely to produce death or great bodily injury. This is in violation of Section 16-3-
600(C)(1) of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended. | 1

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and

provided.

CHIP CANNON _
~ ASSIS SOLICITOR




CC/0318777
WITNESSES

Goose Creek Police Department B

AGENCY CASE NUMBER

2016-2187

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER '

2016A0820200394

DATE OF ARREST

' 06/11/2016

. ACTION OF GRAND JURY

TrueBill.

&ﬁuw&mﬂw Sepl I3 20\\4

Foreperson 4]’ Grand Jury ' Date!
VERDICT
Foreperson of Petit Jury o Date:

- DOCKET NO. 2016_-Gs-08-02108 :

The State of South Carolma
County of Berkeley

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
SEPTEMBER TERM 2016

THE STATE

VS.

CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS

B/M DOB

Iﬂdictmen‘t for
_ KIDNAPPING

SC Code: § 16:03-0910
CDR Code: 0095

3 3)58'39
v‘q ‘I

"0'S"AIRN03
i
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|

SSZ.MY CIdIS9l

e

I
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA w

13 4 ‘H £y 0\3 ’INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF BERKELEY PNt

At a Court of General Sess}ions,‘ cozivéx}ied‘s' qp_temb,qr_ 201 6, the Grand Jurors of Belrkeley
County present upon their oath: S Lo :

KIDNAPPING

That in Berkeley County, South Caroiina on or about May 7, 2016, the Defendant, Chris

Nathé.niel Williams, unlawfully did seize, confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry away

the victim, Lili Lord, without authority of law; all in violation of Section 16-3-910 of the South ‘
 Carolina Code of Laws (1976) s amended. -

Against the peace and d1gmty of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and .

provided. . . . ‘

B CHIP CANNON
: ASSIS SOLICITOR




CCI0318777
WITNESSES

Goose Creek Police Department

V. S. Mudt(,m g s[é, |

DOCKET NO. 2016-GS-08-02109 .

The State of South Carolma ,
County of Berkeley

AGENCY CASE NUMBER
2016-2187
, ' COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS’
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER - o
- . SEPTEMBER TERM 2016
2016A0820200395
DATE OF ARREST
06/11/2016 . THE STATE
ACTION OF GRAND JURY VS.
II:]! e Bi" CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS
, B/M DOB:
s-hm,\\wz&q Sl 1320l
Forepers of Grand Jury 'Date: *
VERDICT = , =
Indictment for -
KIDNAPPING
SC Code: § 16-03-0910
‘CDR Code: 0095
Foreperson of Petit Jury . Date:
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7Lt s A
STATE OF, SOUTH CAROLINA T
- gle gt oy INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF BERKELEY SEA 3 AR RN
At a Court of General Se;snons, convene'dfsieptember 2016, the Grand Jurors of ﬂcrkeley
County present upon their oath: : s
KIDNAPPING

That in Berkeley County, South Carolina oh or about May 7, 2016, the Defendant, Chris
Nathaniel Williams, unlawfully did seize, confine, inveigle, decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry away
the victim, Sho Lord, without authority of law; all in violation of Section 16-3-910 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws (1976) as amended. .

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and -

provided. ‘
9 G

CHIP ON .
~ASSIST SOLICITOR




"~ CCI0318777 .
~ WITNESSES

Goose Creek Police I)epampept ‘

'DOCKET NO. 2016-GS-08-02110

The State of South Carolma . | —
. ‘County ot’ Berkeley o S ‘.

'AGENCY CASE NUMBER -
 2016-2187 _
. . oo ' 'COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
ARREST WARRANT NUN[BER .
A SEPTEMBER TERM 2016
2016A0820200396
DATE OFARREST B
- 06/11/2016 THESTATE . ¢ el g0
i mEsTe e
. ACTION OF GRAND JURY . BT D i
B II:]!Q Bi" CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS :;I; W .
~ B/M DOB: Soz ¥ [N
- AL
%&:&mb¥nbuﬂ~cg Sept (3 '21}]\0, %88 % 9
Forepedon of Grand Jury Vo Ddte: w3 ;;' ' '.
VERDICT RN e
' Indlctment for
POSSESSION OF A WEAPON DURING
- THE COMMISSION OF A VIOLENT
| -~ .CRIME
7 . ,‘ SC Code: § 16-23-0490
Foreperson of Petit Jury . ' - Date: - ' -~ . CDR Code: 0549
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA . .,
w2 {7 €1 ar:  DDICTMENT
COUNTY OFBERKELEY

At a Court of General S‘:ssxons, convened September 2016, the Grand Jurdrs of tBerkeley
County present upon their oath:

POSSESSION OF A WEAPON DURING THE COMMISSION OF A YIOLENT CRIM

F o)

That inl Berkeley éounty, South Carolina, on or ebout May 7, 2016, the Defendam, Chris
Nathaniel Williems did visibly display a 'knife during fhe commission of or attempt'ed
commission of a violent crime, to wit: Armed Robbery; in violation of Section 16-23-490 Code
. of Laws of South Carolina, (1976 as amended). '

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to'the statute in such case made and

provided.
peyens

CHIP
ASSIS SOLICIT OR




' . ‘DOCKET NO. 2016-GS-08-02112

CC/0318777
WITNESSES'
Goose Creek Police Department - _ The State of Sou h Carol‘ma
' : e County of Berkeley S

I

AGENCY CASE NUMBER
20162187

: . L COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER S :
' : ) SEPTEMBER TERM 2016

-

2016A0820200399 o A
DATE OF ARREST - ' S o ST
- osmizole  THESTATE . . | 2oz g,: . _n _
ACTION OF GRAND JURY ' R ¢ o . §§3 —
. . 'CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS T .§3% 2 M
TrueBill .~ BM DOB: L F=Ew D
Foreperggh of Grand Jury L ' S ..-:.H.:.«.,;"'- {
= ~vERDICT .. . | ‘ : '
- Indictment for
" CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY

- SCCade: § 16-17-0410
CDR Code: 0049

Foreperson of Petit Jury ' Date:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA _
, L agl-n w3 g1 %37 20 INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF'BERKELEY o B

e
|
1% AN

At a Court of General Sessions, corivened September 2016, the-Grand Jurors of Berkeley

~ County present upon their oath:

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY .

That in Berkeley County, South Carolina from May 2016 until June 10, 2016, the Defendant,
Chris Nathaniel Williams, did combine, conspire, éonfederate, agree or have tacit understanding
with another or others for the purpose of accomplishing an unIéWﬁJl object or a lawful object by
unlawful means in violation. of Section 16-17-410, Code of Laws of South Carolina, (1976, ‘as

amended).

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and

oy (O

CHIP CANNON
ASSISTANT SOLICITOR

" provided. '
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CC/0318777
WITNESSES A

~ Goose Creek Police Department

. Y/uquumw/ ,5.

| DOCKET NO. 2016‘-GS__£8-62113

" The State of South Carolma
' ~ County of Berkeley

-t

. AGENCY CASE NUMBERt.

2016-2187.

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

. 2016A0820200400

DATE OF ARREST

06/1 1/2016

~ ACTION OF GRAND JURY

_True Rj,]]

& kuw%lrﬂa}w 3&‘0,

F, oreperﬁn of Grand Jury

Datk:

VERDICT

Foreperson of Petit Jury

Date:

la:)dta )

'COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS .’

SEPTEMBER TERM 2016

" THE STATE

VS.

CHRIS NATHANIEL WILLIAMS |

BIM DOB

Indlctment l‘or .

POSSESSION OF A WEAPON DURING
THE COMMISSION OF A VIOLENT
CRIME ’

SC Code: § 16-23-0490 -
CDR Code: 0549
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490, Code of Laws of South Carolina, (1976, as amended). . ' o ‘ l

p1ng o
"STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA T

SP0 My ,MQIQ‘TMENT
COUNTY OF BERKELEY - CC - i

At a Court of General Sessions, convened Sépge“anr 2016, the Grand Jurors of Berkeley
County present upon their oath: )

' POSSESSION OF A WEAPON DURING THE COMMISSTION OF A VIOLENT CRIME

That in Berkeley County, South Carolina, on or abont June 10, 2016, the Defendant, Chris
Nathaniel Williams, did visibly display a knife during the commission of or attempted

commission of a violent crime, to wit: Attempted Armed Robbery; in violation of Section 16-23-

-

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and
provided.. L -

D U

CHIP GANNON
ASSISTANT SOLICITOR




 CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for-appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and: that this Record on ‘Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the- South Carolina
“Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concernmg Personal Iden’ufymg Informanon and Other
; Sensmve Infoxmatlon in Appellate Court F1lmgs

- Dav1d Alexander e . e
. Appellate Defender ye S

‘South Carolina Commission on Indl,(:,ent Defense
. Division of Appellate Defense Lo
PO Box 11589 :
Columbia, S.C. 2_9211_~1589
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 9th day 'ofMay,'z‘ors, o
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

David AleZander

Appellate Defender/

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 9th day of May, 2018.




