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EXCERPTS OF FEDERAL RULES OF CI IL·PROCEDURE 
Rule 12 and Rule 56 (effective Dece ber 1,2010) 

Rul 12. Defenses and Objections: When and How Pr se d; Motion for Judgment on the 
Plead. gs; Consolidating Motions,'Waiving Defenses :Pretria Hearing 

(a) to Serve a Responsive Pleading. [OMI 

(b) ent Defenses. Every defense 0 a claim for relief in any pIe ding must be asserted 

(c) 

(d) 

in the respon 've pleading if one is requ' ed. But a party may assert th f lowing defenses by 
motion: 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

(e) M ion for a l\10re Definite Statem~.A party m_ay 
a eading to which a responsive plea ing is allowed but i is so vague or am iguous that 

e party cannot reasonably prepa a response. The mot n must be made bet re filing a 
responsive pleading and must po' t out the defects compl d of and the details desired. If 
the court orders a more definit statement and the order is 0 obeyed within 14 ays after 
notice of the order or within t time the court sets, the court a 

(f) Motion to Strike. The ourt may strike from a pleading an 'nsu 'cient defense or any 
redundant, immaterial, mpertinent, or scandalous matter. The c rt rna act: . . 
(1) on its own; or ....' .' '. 
(2) on motion m e by a party either be(ore responding to the pI ading 0 if a response is 

not allowe ,within 21 days after being served with the plead ng. 
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