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[sic] written as said

EV.

intentional or purposeful interruption
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JUNE 26, 2018

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings began at 10:14 a.m.)

MR. JEPERTINGER:. If it please the Court, Your.Honor,
standing in front of you with his attorney is Leslie Michael
Martin on 2017-GS-21-1249. He'’s pleading to a count of
discharging a firearm into a dwelling without negotiation or
recommendation.

'THE COURT: Mr. Meetze, do you represent Mr. Martin?

MR. MEETZE: i do. R

THE COURf: Have you explained to him the offense of
dischérging a fireafm into a dwelling, the fact that he could
be incarcerated for a period of up to 10 years, the elements
of the offense and potential defenses and his constitutional
rigﬁts?

MR. MEETZE: I have.:

-THE COURT: How does he wish to plead?

MR. MEETZE: Guilty.

THE4COURT: bo you agree with his decision to do so? -

MR. MEETZE: I do.

THE COURT: Do you feel if called upon to do so the

| State could prove him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt?.

MR. MEETZE: I do.
THE COURT: Let’s place Mr. Martin under oath, if we
could.

- THE CLERK: Sir, please raise your right hand. Do you

4 -
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swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, so help you God?

THE DEFENDANT: I do.

THE COURT: Mr. Martin, are you‘under the influence of
any drugs or alcohol here today?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Are you experiencing any kind of physical or
mental problem that could prevent you frém understandiné .
what’s going on here today?

THE.DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Pay very close attention as the
State summarizes the facts that bring us here todayT

MR. JEPERTINGER: ‘Judge,vif it please the Court, on
Ap£il the 4th, 2017, over on Cifclé Lane, which is here in
Flo;ence‘County, right about 7-ish in the morning, Mr. Martin
was in a Dodge Rém pickup truck. He arove by the residence
of the victim, going around Circlé Lane. She lived at |
B e iﬁ this mobile home.

He drove around this area,wcame‘to the interéection ofA
Laurel and Circle. " A neighbor by the name of Mf. Biddix saw
him in that Dodge Ram. He turned around slowly ana came back
around Circle Lane. Both passenger and driver’s side window
were down.

Biddix looked him square iq.the face. He looked at

Biddix. Biddix identified him later in a photo laydown.

-5-
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When he -- and Mr. Biddix’'s trailer was this one right here,
right around the bend.

THE COURT: Uh-huh.

MR. JEPERTINGER: When he got to about this area, Biddix
saw Mr. Martin reach with a gun through the passenger window
and shéot a shot through the window of —, which
is the fesidence of Lisa Kaul. The bullet entered thé window
and, as you see in this picture, in the bedroom was a Tierra
Wat;on and two small children who had just gotten up and got
ready to go to school.

Ms.4Watson was up at that time at seven in the mofning.
She got up and pulled the little camouflage curtain she had
there and looked out the blinds and saw the Dodge Ram pickup
truck. She was familiar with that Dodge Ram pickup truck
because at a time Mr. Martin had dated Ms. Watson’s mother,
and she was fémiliar that he had tﬁat ;— that he drové that
Dodge - black,Doage Ram and also a red pickup truck.

I think, Judge, he must have thought that Ms. Watson’s
mother was in the trailer that evening. ?he was not. She
was in another mobile home or trailer in that general
vicinity, but not at that one. That is the residence of Ms.
Lisa Kaul. She’s the ownef and renter of that -- that
property there.

She was in another room getting ready to go to work when

she heard the gunshot. Of course, they -- of course, that

-6 -
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created chaos in her home aﬁd we'’ re jusﬁ thénkful that no one
was hurt. However, you know, the children Were there and
other people were there, Judge.

They did find a -- a bullet that wound up -- or £he
fragment of "a bullet that wound up on the bed where'Ms.
Watson had been sleeping just .a féw minutes before.

THEICOURT: Okay. All right.- Afe those facts -- whét’s
his record? .

MR. JEPERTINGER: Okay. Give me one secénd, Judge.

Okay. He}s had avoid -~ avoiding payment for

telecommunications. He was sentenced to one year, suspended

to jail for 52 days and court costs and $250 restitution in

1997.

THE COURT;‘ That’s fér not paying your cable bill?

"MR. JEPERTINGER: I don’t know what it is, Judge; That
was in ‘' 97.

Then he had a grand larceny also in '97, $1,000 to
$5,000, criminal conspiracy, and it looks~like breaking,apd
entering a motor vehicle. He’s‘had -- in 1998,vhe had a
burglary, first degree, 15 years, suspended fo 30 months and
3'years’ probation. And a burglary second, non-violent, 5
years concurrent, credit for time served.

/ He’s had a shoplifting in 2004, a breacﬁ of peace in

2005, petit larceny in 2006, miscellaneous traffic offenses,

hit and run, accident with property damage, 2006 as well, and

~7-
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that was the last conviction we had on his NCIC.

THE COURT: He at least served 30 months in the

.Department of Corrections at one time?

MR. JEPERTINGER: It looks like it, Judge. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Are those facts true and
accurate, Mr. Martin?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you indeed guilty of discharging a
firearm into a dwelling?

THE DEFENDANT: I£ was a pellet gun, but yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. But you did,. indeed, fire it
into the -- | |

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. You stand before me pleading
guilty, but you don’t have to plead guilty to anything.- You
could exercise your right to a jury trial. In that process,
the jury would determine whether or not the State.could
actually prove you guilty beyond a reésonable doubt. I would
charge the jury aS'é matter of law that you’re presumed to be
innocent.

No one could require that you take the witnesststand.
However, 1f you wanted to, you could, and you could subpoena
witnesses on your own behalf. In addition to that, you and
your lawyer could cross-examine the State’s witnesses, have

an opportunity to eyeball them and confront them as they

_3-
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testified against you.

Do you realize by pleading guilty that you’re giving up

all these rights?

THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
lawyer?
THE

THE

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Do 'you still wish to plead guilty?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Are you, indeed, guilty?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: All right. Are you satisfied with your

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Has anybody promised you anything,

threatened you, pressured you, mistreated you in any way,

shape or

today?
THE
THE
TﬁE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE

THE

form in an effort to get you to plead guilty here’

DEFENDANT: No, sir.

COURT: 1It’s been your decision to plead guilty?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Are you, indeéd, guilty?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Have you understood all my questions?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT:V Have your answers been truthful?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Do you understand that you have 10 days to

_9.
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appeal any decision I might render here today?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Based on your testimony, I find there’s a
substantial factual basis for your plea. That your decision
was freely and voluntarily entered into, knowingly and
intelligently, with the consent of competent counsel with
whom you say you are satisfied. TI’11l accept your plea.

And did the -- does the victim want to speak?

MR. JEPERTINGER: Yes. .Ms. Kaul, is there anything

‘you’d like to say at this time? Please go to the microphone.

. And hér name is Lisa Kaul, K-a-u-1l.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. KAUL: Yes. Yes, sir: I just want to say béfore
I'd never known this man, and he had been harassing my family
for months over his girlfriend, which is my stepdaughter’s
mother. I ask that you --

THE COURT: Say that again? This is your stepdaughter’s
mother? | |

MS. KAUL: Yes. Their mother. Yeah, he was the
boyfriend of their mother, and they live with me. And
apparently, he thought he would get to her or thought she was
over there and was trying to get to her with us.

He -- I mean there was numerous, numerous police reports
where he was riding up and down the roads every day. My

neighbors can -- would see him do it. And after that, there

-10 -
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was even another incident one day Where he backed into my car
with me and my kid in it.

'Thereféqsomething wrong with him and I had nothing to do
with it ahd never knew him before this, but just -- yeah,
just to shoot a gun through my kid’s bedroom window. He
would drive different trucks, a black truck} a red truck. He
has a red truck that I know of. Up and down the road every
day.

I had to také weeks off of work. I couldn’t_go to work.
I couldn’t let my kids play outside, you know. I mean I have
four stepchildren. Three of them live with me in the house
at this time. i have two-living with me now and one lives in
California, but they can all testify to the fact that he rdde
up and down the rocad three, four, five, six times:é day. So
will the neighbor~acrbss fhe street, and that’s how the
neighbor knew it was him.

The neighbor is the one who come and told me. I mean we
looked out the window. We heard something hit tﬁe trailer,
but we didn’t even kndw it was a gunshot.. If it weren’t for
the neighbdr, we wouldn’t have known. )

fhat’s how much that man harassed us, and it had nbthing
to do with us and he was looking for Christy Mercer. It had
nothing to do with us. And it’'s just -- I mean I have two
little ones at home as well.

THE COURT: All right.

11 -
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MS. KAUL: And there’s -- there’s numerous reports.

THE COURT: Very good. Thank you.

Mr. Meetze?

MR. MEETZE: Thank you, Your Honor. 7If it please the
Court. |

Your Honor, as -- just to go over his record briefly,
Mr. Martin is 39 years old and the vast majority of his
record 1is from 20 and 21 years aéo when he was a teenager.
Since that time, he did have some misdemeanors, a shoplifting
I think, a breach of peace, and he did get a probation case
on a leaving the scene of an accident with proper£y damage,
but it was also a misdemeanor chargé. That was.in "06.

So that’s -- so 12 years ago is the most recent criminal
record he’s got, and the most serious criminal record where
he got the 30 months was when he was a teenager a long time
ago.

Judge, he does work. He’s had a job. Hé works
inétalling.pools and that kind of thing.

And, Judge, this is, obviously, a bad situation, and I
think there’s been a lot of back ;nd forth essentially. And
I think -- I hope I don’t mispronounce her name, but I think
Ms. Kaul is right. It doesn’t seem like she’s involved in
it, but folks that at least were believed to be residing in
that trailer may have been, Judge, and if you’ll Jjust bear

with me, I’'ve got an incident report here.

-12 -
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General and assaulted him and then Mr. Mercer tried to get

| away.

This is fromvNQQember the 237¢ of 2017. An incident
feport from an assault and battery, third degree, where --
and this was from witnesses. This happened at a Dollar
General here in Florence where Benjamin Lee Mercer, Sr., came

up to Mr. Martin while he was in his truck at the Dollar

And thatvwas through testimény from an employee there at
the Dollar General about that incident that happéned where
all of the eviden&e and everybody gave a étatement according
to this incident report. Everybody gave a statement and even
Mr. Mercer admitted that he approached Mr. Martin and did
assault him,xih fact. So that’s from Novémber of 2017.

Judge,.this is also an incident report from closer in
timef This incident happened Aprii the 4th of 2017. This is
a report that’s basically three reports in oﬁe where on March
the 26th, 2017, a group of people damaged his truck. I think
it was the red one they referred to. Shot it up with a BB
gun.. He and another gentleman, Mr. Stevenson, were in the
car.

We’ve talked to Mr. Stevenson. He says the incident did
happen. The police did come, saw the dents in the éar where
the BBs had hit it. One went through the.car and hit Mr.
Steveﬁson’s hand. M%. Stevénson,‘the'officer said, did have

a mark on his hand, a welt where the BB had hit him.

13-
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We talked to Mr. Stevenson, our office did, and he did
say, yes, all that happened. He didn’t have anything or any
knowledge about the incident that we’re here in court for,
but did subport the allegation that happened just the 26th,
So maybe two weeks before, maybe not even two weeks before
this happened.

Judgé, another incident report was done on another
incident report thé next day, the 27th, where --

THE COURT: Now, 1is this:the boyfriend of his love
interest or Something? |

MR. MEETZE: It’s somebody that -- this is a Mr. —- Mr.
Ingersoll is the person who is aileged to -have done this, who
is another person that at least, of course, 1is integral, but
residing at that same trailer with the number 3 on it at 135
Lot 3.

MS. KAUL: He had nothing to do with it. He was
harassing us.

THE COURT: All right. Well, Jjust one moment.

MR. MEETZE: And that’s —- again, I'm just going over
the incident report. So that’ser. Mercer in the first one
from November. The address, as the report listed, is that
same address.

Same thing with Mr. Ingersocll here. Said he came back
the next day, threw a brick through the window. Again, the

police showed up and took pictures of that damage.

-14 -
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And then, Judge --

THE COURT: A brick through the window of what?

MR. MEETZE: His truck; again damaging -- further
damaging hi; truck, the same one that they shot up with the
BBs. |

MS._ KAUL: Who?

MR. MEETZE: And then on April the 274, 2017, the deéuty
responded again to Trey Chase Drive in Florence area,
Florence County. He arrived on the scene, spoke with the
victim, Mr. Leslie Martin.

Mr. Martin advised that he was continuing to have some
issues with the same people who had been caﬁsing him
problems.. Mr. Martin advised that today they sent him
messages and said people die in house fires all the time.
People’s grandparents die suddenly all the time. Mr. Martin
alsé advised that his phone numbers were also put on a
Craig’s List that stated call or text for aAgood‘time.

And so that was the last one. That was a couple days
before this incident.

So I certainly don’t put that out there to say what he
did was right, but it looks iike there’s béen a lot of back
and forth between these groups of people for a while. It
doesn’t sound like anybody is right and anything has been
done, but it‘wasn’t a totally ﬁnprovoked thing.

Mr. Martin has done well for a long time. Got in big

i

-15 -
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trouble when he was a teenager. Since then, he’s had very
little trouble, but some. But nothing that I would consider
major. He works. He had a fiancée. He’s got a good job.
He just needs to be able to stay away from these folks, and
thése folks need to be able to stay away from him.

Unfortunately, out of all these reports, I don’t know
where anybody -- I think on the assault charge in November,
it looks like that individual --

MS. KAUL: There was a festpaining order that --

THE COURT: All right. ©Now, ma’am --

MS. KAUL: -- he wasnftnsuﬁposed to be around us.

THE COURT: Ma'am -- |

MS. KAUL: That’s the thing. He wasn’ t supposed to be
around usl \

THE COURT: Ma’am --

MS. KAUL: 1I’'ve had the law called on that.

THE COURT: This isn’t your turn to talk.

MS. KAUL: I'm sorry. |

THE COURT: Be quiet. I’'m not going to tell you again.

MR. MEETZE: It looks like in that incident somebody was

charged with assault and battery, third, but I’m not certain

of that. But it doesn’t look like anyone else was charged

with anything else.
But in any event, Judge, again, it’s not -- it’s purely

for mitigation with regards to this case, not to excuse what

216 -
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he did by ény stretch of the imagination, but 'to just give
the Court some backéround. /

And, Judge, I believe that obviously he ——.it was dumb
action. It was a dumb thing to do, but not completely
unprovoked. I don’t think he’s a bad person. I doﬁ’t think
this is the kind of person Mr. Martiq.is. |

He’s been in jail now for a total of 7 days, including
when he was first arrested. He’s'in on apparently a bench
warrant that I think he was picked up on Friday. So I think
that’s a total of 7 days, Judée, and we’re asking the Court
to COnéider a probationary sentence on his behalf. This is
certainly something that he’s sorry for and regrets and is
certainly asking the Court fof mercy in this case.

THE COURT: One of the things that causes me some-
concern —- I'm ;ooking at the hole in this window. It broke
the windowsill and it’s got a huge hole in the windpw, and-he
says it’s a pellet gun. Now, I used to shoot pellet guns and
it wouldn’t do that.

MR. MEETZE: Yés, sir.

THE COURT: What you think about that, Mr. Jepertihgér?

MR. JEPERTINGER: I think --

THE COURT: Are you a ballistics expert?

MR. JEPERTINGER: I'm not an expert, -Judge, but I've

shot guns and I think it was a gun that he shot. The other

| thing that -- to address my --

-17 - ~
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COURT: Now, 1is that supposed to be some --

JEPERTINGER: They measured it. That was the crime

scene measuring the --

THE
MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR.
THE
Martin?.
THE
THE
this was
THE

THE

COURT: Projectile?

JEPERTINGER: For scale.

COURT: Is that a projectile or is that --
JEPERTINGER: ©Oh, that’s a projectile. They -- yes.
COURT: vThat’s certainly not a pellet, is it?
JEPERTINGER: No, sir.

COURT: What do you have to say about that, Mr.

DEFENDANT: Sir?

COURT: .What do you have to say about -- you toid me
a pellet gun.

DEFENDANT: It was a pellet gun, Your Honor.

COURT: All right. What do you have to say‘about

that projectile that was found on the--

THE DEFENDANT: I don’t know as far as that goes. I
know what was shot. It was a pellet gun.
THE COURT: Well, that must -- that must be some kind of

turbo-charged pellet gun.

MR.

JEPERTINGER: The other thing that concerns me is

|there were kids in that house. Whatever -- whatever problem

he had with adults --

THE

COURT: Right.

-18-
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MR. JEPERTINGER: I mean yéu just don’t know whenvyou’re
shooting into a house.

THE COURT: Yeah. All right. The victim wants to say
something and she’s about to bust -- bust wide open to say
something.

MR. JEPERTINGER: Do you need to say anything else, Ms.
Kaul?

“MS. KAUL: Yes, sir. I jﬁst want to say there was five
kids in the house. Two of them had just left for school.
This had nothing to -do with me or them. He had beeé
harassing us for months. There is numerous reports.

Thanksgiving Day, I called the law to my house at five

o' clock that morning. He wasn’t -- there was a restraining
order. He was supposed to have no contact with us. I have
screenshots. I have messages where he was calling us. He

would not lééve us alone.

I can’t even enjoy my Thanksgiving Day. I went to
Dollar General and called the law so they would come get him
and lock'him up, and he ended up backing into my car. Yes,
my old man ended up beating him up, you know, whatevér, and
he went to jail for it, but something is wrong with-this man
that I have nothing to do‘with it. My kids have nothing to
do with it.

It has to do with his\ex—girlfriend,'and she wasn’t even

over there. He just thought she might be. And because we

i -19-
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couldn’t give him aﬁy information, he drove around our block
numerous, numMerous times a day.

THE COURT: All right. How many men live in this
traile;? It sounds like there were two males that live in
this trailer.

MS. KAUL: I had two teenagers at the time living with
me, Alexander Reed Mercer and Joshua Mercer. Joshua still
lives with me. Alexander lives in Marion now. Tierra still
lives with me. I have Tierra and Josh, and then fheir father
lives with me. And then I have two:littlé girls, Skylar and
Crissy.

And like I said, I couldn’t go to work. I couldn’t let
my kids out to play. He would drive around, and it’s av
little dirt road that just cuts off from one teeny road to

another road and he’d just drive by. Just, you know,

cussing. Never stop or anything, but cussing out the window.

THE COURT: ‘What’'s your old man -- what did -- you' re
cailing your old man. I assume that’s your husband or
boyfriend?

MS. KAUL: 1It’s the father of my kids, yeah.

THE COURT: Okay. All right.. What did he beat him up
for?

MS. KAUL: Because Thanksgiving morning he’d been
calling and texting us since I don’t know. I know I woke up

at five o’clock to start putting in things for dinner, and he

-20 -
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had been calling us since, like, four o’clock that morning
and was asking where Christy was, which is the fathér of my
children’s ex-wife. We don’t know, you know, but every time
they break up, apparently, he thinks_that she comes over
there. I don’t know. His kids don;t know. We don’t know,
but we get harassed for it.

THE COURT: Very good.

MS. KAUL: And he doesn’t give up, and that’s why we
went to Dollar General. Like I séid, there’s a report. The
law came out there at five o’clock that morning or five
something that morning, and-I went to Dollar General and, you
know, I was, like, meet me at the Dollar General, you know.

Then I called the law and I mean there’s even 9-1-1
calls. I called the law and told them to come because there
was a restraining order, no contact. He wasn’'t supposed to
be contacting US'aﬁ all. Trying to get 'him locked up so I
can have a peaceful holiday.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. Thank you.

MR. JEPERTINGER: Thank you, Ms. Kaul.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Martin, what do you have to
say about all this?

THE‘DEFENDANT: It was all, you know, just a mix-up
between one si&e and the other. It should have never
happened, and I'm just glad, you know, to finally go ahead

and get through with everything.
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MR. JEPERTINGER: Very good.

THE DEFENDANT: Get on with my life. Like Mr. Meetze
said, I'm engaged. I work. I have a job. I make decent
money.

THE CCURT: What did you think you were going to
accomplish by shooting into the bedroom window?

THE DEFENDANT:,'It was just a retaliation for where they
shot my truck up was really what it was, you know. They did
do $6,000 worth of damage teo my truck, the windshield and
everything.

THE COURT: How about if you’d have killed one? How
about if you would have killed ohe of those innocent children
in the house?

THE DEFENDANT: I didn’t realize at the time that there
was children involved.

THE COURT: Very good. All right. Well, let’s list all
the people that were -- what’s Ms. Kaul’s name? How do you
spell her name?

MR. JEPERTINGER: K-a-u-1l. There was a Tierra Watson,
W-a-t-s-o-n. Who else?

MS. KAUL: Alexander Mercer and I don’t know if Christy

\

ever filed a report. That was the one who caused -- that was

MR. JEPERTINGER: Okay. Mercer wasn’t within your house

though.

-0 -
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THE COURT: Very good.

MS. KAUL: But in the home, Joshua Mercer, Alexander
Mercer, Tierra Watson, me. At the time, Michael Ingersoll.
He’s deceased now. And my two girls. That’s who was in the
home at the time.

THE COURT: All right. Very good.

MR. JEPERTINGER: Thank you.

SENTENCE

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Martin, on Indictment 2017-
GS-21-01249, discharéing a firearm into a dwelling, the
sentence of the Court is you be committed to the State
Department of Corrections for a period qf 10 yearé, provided
upon the service of 6 years, the balance is suspended with 2
years’ probation.

No contact with Kaul, Watson or Mercer.

Good luck to you.

MR. MEETZE: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: And the bench warrant is lifted.

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings ended at 10:40 a.m.).

-—-—- END REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT ---
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State of South Carolina )
) Certificate

County of Florence )

I, the undersigned, Krystal J. Smith, Notary Public and
Cfficial Court Reporter for the Twelfth.Judicial Circuit of
the State of South Cafolina, do hereby certify that the
foregoing pages, numbered 1 through 23, constitute a true,
accurate, and complete Transcript of Record of all the
proceedings had and evidence introduced in the hear;ng of the
above'gaptioned case, relative'to-appeal, in the Court of
General Sessions for Florence County, South Carolina, on the
26th day of June, 2018.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel,

nor interest to any party hereto.

s/Krystal J. Smithv

Court Reporter

Florence, South Carolina

April 18, 2019
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Florence, South Caroclina

Leslie Michael Martin
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BEPFORE:
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(WHEREUPON, no witnesses were called.)
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MR. JEPERTINGER: Please the Court, Your Honor.
We're here én 2017-1249. Mr. Leslie Michael Martin pled
guilty in front of you on June the 26th 2018 to
discharging a firearm into a dwelling. He received a
sentence of 10 years suspended to six years. Thereafter,
two years of probation to follow and the bench warrant was
lifted. |

Mr. Martin, via his attorney Mr. Meetze with the
public defender office filed‘a timely motion to reconsider
sentence and we're here on that matter today. If 'you

recall, this was a shooting that took place in a trailer

park -- mobile home park and this gentleman discharged a

firearm from a moving vehicle into this house. We had

.some pictures . that we took. There was a bullet fragment

found on a bed on the inside of that house. I think you
felt it was an appropriate sentencé.and I think it was an
appropriate sentence that‘you géve him. And I ddn't think'
there's any reason to change your sentence, but we're hére
on Mr. Meeﬁze's motion.

THE COURT: Mr. Meetze, be glad to hear frem
you.

MR. MEETZE: Thank }ou, Your Homor. May it
please the Court. Judge, did file that motion on

Mr. Martin's behalf and we. appreciate the Court hearing

this motion at this time. Judge, I'll just remind you
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basically what was said the during plea. Obviously,

Mr. Martin doesn't have any excuses, doesn't make any
excuses for his actions. This wasn't just something that
was completely unprovoked. Howevef, he had been -- his.
car had been shot at by one of the individuals that was
living in that trailer at the time and theré was a witnéss
that corroborated that. They had done two different
things. - One shot and I think the witness in the car
actually got hit with a pellet when itAwaé shot once,
another time where there was vandalism done to his
vehicle. And he knew who did it and knew somebody that
resided in that location. And obviously reacted in an

inappropriate way, but it just wasn't something that was

done out of the blue.

Judge, Mr. Martin does have some record, but
it's predominétely old. His last record of anything that
I'could see genéral sessions wise was a leaving the scene
of an accident from.2006, that he got a little bit of
probation on and everything else is earlier than that.
And from then forward up until this point, he had done
very well and stayed out of trouble and all. And
certainly that's a long time to stay out of trouble and,
you know, you go from a younger age to an older age and
you certainly do change and I think that he has. But

again he made big a mistake on this instance. We would
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just respectfully ask the Cour;ato reconsider something’

lower.

THE COURT:  All right. Mr. Martin, what would
yoﬁ like. to say?
THE DEFENDANT: You know, I'm soxrry for what I

done. You know, I know I was wrong in doing it. I just

said I just felt like I made three police reports against

the incidents happen td my truck and to the passehger that
was in my.truck and nothing was done. On the last:
incident, there was about 12 individuals rolling up. in my
yard -- in‘my ex-wife's resident with baseball bats and
maqhétes and I ended up having to have\a‘new hood, new
tool béx. .They donefplus $6,b00 worth of damage.

THE COURT:- If they were attacking you at your
house --- v

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I called the police as
éoon as I seen them, I called the police.

THE COURT: That might have been a different

’deal( but what happened here is you riding by their house

shooting into.the house.

| 'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. After that, I went
and bought a pellet gun to have some protection at the
house and that same pellet gun is the gun that I
discharged into the window of the trailer.

MR. JEPERTINGER: .Judge, just from the evidence,
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it look like a bullet fragment and these holes lock like
bullet fragments not pellets, Judge. There huge holes as
you can tell. There was also childFen ---

THE DEFENDANT: Were there any ballistics done
on it?

MR. JEPERTINGER: There were children in that
room, Judge, and none of those children attacked this man
at any time prior. Once again, I think the sentence was
fair. And you considered all this baék in June and
everything that he's saying now was said then.

: THE COURT: Anything else from anybody?

MR. MEETZE: No, sir, Your Honor. ‘

THE COURT: All right. Given all of the facts
and circumstances, I think it's an appropriate sentence.
I wish ?ou the best of luck.

MR. MEETZE: Thank you, Your Honor.

MR. JEPERTINGER: Thank you. .

END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER.

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF FLORENCE )

I, Keshia Reed, Court Reporter in ;nd'for the
State_of South Carolina At Large, do hereby certify that.
the above-entitled caﬁse was heard as hereinafter set out;
that I was authorized to and did transcribe the said
proceedings; and that the foregoing and annexed éaged,
numbered i through 7, inclusive, constitute a true and

accurate transcription of my étenographic report of the

‘said cause taken during the said hearing. In the Court of

Generallsessidns for Florence County, South Carolina, on
thg 4th day of éeptember, 2018.

I do further certifY'ﬁhat I am neither of kin,
counsel nor interest to any party hereto. In witness
whereof, I have hereunto affixed my sigﬁature this 20th

day of January 2019.

Keshia Reed, Court Reporter
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STATE OF SOQUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT FOR '
) .
COUNTY OF FLORENCE ) DISCHARGING A FIREARM
INTO A DWELLING

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 the Grand Jurors of
FLORENCE County present upon their oath:

COUNT ONE- DISCHARGING A FIREARM INTO A DWELLING

That Leslie Michael Martin did in Florence County on or about April 4, 2017, discharge or

cause to be discharged unlawfully, firearms at or into a dwelling house or other building or

enclosure regularly occupied by persons; or into a vehicle, aircraf, watercraft or other-
conveyance or equipment while it was occupied in that he fired a round from a firearm into the

dwelling of Lisa Kaul, which was occupied at the time of the shooting by Ms. Kaul and several

other individuals, in violation of Section 16-23-0440, S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and.
_provided.

E.L. Clements, lil
TWELFTH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR.
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CDR Code #: _ 0052

SENTENCE SHEET
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L Leslie Michacl Martin y  A/W#: _2017A2110100168
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mon‘thnd subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole :and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probation, which are incorporated by reference.
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Violence ) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concernmg Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

YA _A

Victor R Seeger
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 18th day of October, 2019.



