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trial setting we just renew the motion we made at the close of
the State's case to dismiss the matter. It's put in the nature
of a directed verdict motion, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr. Clark. I'm
going to respectfully deny those motions as earlier and for the
same grounds that I stated earlier.

State have anything in reply?

MR. JACKSON: Your Honor, I have nothing in reply but I
know they said they have rested. We ask the Court would you
éxaminé the defendant notice if he is going to testify or
anything of that nature before we move forward.

MR. HOWLE: Your Honor there is one thing that I and
we talked to the Solicitor about this before and apparently both
forgot. There's a lettc_r that he wrote to Mrs. Tietjen and I -
we and Mr. Clark talked to her about it when ;he was on the
stand. We were going to submit as exhibit or as one of our.

THE COURT: As a defense exhibit?

MR. HOWLE: Yes, sir. And the Solicitor said he had no
objection to that.

THE COURT: Allright. But baveyou discussed with
Mr. Bryant whether or not he is going to actually take the stand
to testify in his defense?

MR. HOWLE: -We — if we can have about five minutes.

Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're going to take a short recess and then
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I'll get back and talk to Sfou, wé'll talk ai:out that.

MR. SALEEBY: Your Honor, that would also include his
right to address the Court at the appropriate time.

THE COURT: ' In a closing situation as well, yes, sir.

MR. JACKSON: As well as to determine Whether or not he
intends to address the Court in closing.

.~ MR HOWLE: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Allright.

- (WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit No. 14 was admitted into .

evidence.)
(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken from the proceedings.)

“THE COURT:  All right. Mr. Clark, Mr. Howle, have
y'all discussed with Mr. Bryant his right to regarding whether he
would testify in this hearing? -

MR. HOWELL: Yes, su, Your Honor, we have.. - -

THE COURT: And has he made a decision regarding that?

MR. HOWLE: He has, Your Honor.. |

THE COURT: And what is that?

MR.HOWLE: "He does not want to testify.

THE COURT: Mr. Bryant, I'm going to ask you a few
questions, sir. If you would please, you understand, sir, that '
you have the right to testify if you wish to testlfyregardmg
matters of mitigation in your own-defense. And that if you did
testify that obviously iour lawyers would ask you questions and
then the State would have the opportunity to ask you questions.
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Do you understand that, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: I understand that, Your Honor, sir.

THE COURT: Allright. And you understand that if you
decide not to testify that that would not be held against you;
that you do have the constitutional right to remain silent; and
if'you do choose to remain silent that that would not be held
against you in any way. You understand that, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: I understand, sir.

THE COURT: Allright. And is ~ am I correct that it
is your decision to not testify in this proceeding? |

THE DEFENDANT: That's correct.

THE COURT: And has that decision been made of your own
free will, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: It has been, sir.

THE COURT: And has that been your decision and not the
the decision of your lawyers?

THE DEFENDANT: Has been my decision, sir.

THE COURT: All right, sir.

And Mr. Howle, with regards to addressing the Court in
closing has Mr. Bryant made a decision regarding that?

| MR. HOWLE: He has, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And that decision?

MR. HOWLE: He does not want to address tﬁe Court, Your
Honor. He understands that we have closing arguments and he says
that that would be sufficient. He'd r:;),ther it be presented to

~A. 1003
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1 | you in that fashion.
2 THE COURT: Allright. Mr. Bryant, in a case such as
3 | -this it's a little different. In most — in a typical criminal
4 | trial the defendant does not have the right to personally address
5| the fact finders either whether it be a jury or whether it be the
6 | Court. But in this situation you would have the right ifyou
7 | chosetoto make a closing statement to the Court. You would
8 | have a.right to talk with me-and to discuss with me whatever you
"9 | would like to share with the Court regarding sentencing. You
10 | understand you have that right, sir? | |
1 THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I understand I have that right,
12 | sir. | - |
13 | THE COURT: AndamI coﬁect that you do not wish to
14 | address the Court about sentencing?
15 " THE DEFENDANT:. I don't wish to address the Court. .
16 THE COURT: Allright. And that decision to.not
17 | address the Court you're going to all.ow your llawyers to speak for
18 | you;is that correct? .
19 THE DEFENDANT: That's correct, sir.
20 THE COURT: Has that been your decision?
21 . THE DEFENDANT: That's been my decision.
22 THE COURT: Allright. Has anyone forced you into that
23- ] or Med you into that? l
24 THE DEFENDANT :  No, sir. ,
25 'II-IE COURT: Allright. Thank you, sir, you may have a
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seat.

Anything further from the State?

MR. SALEEBY: Nothing further from the State, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Gentlemen, it's about ten minutes till.’
We'll reconvene then at — we'll be in recess then till 2:30. Is
that going to give you enough time to prepare?

MR. SALEEBY: Yes, sir.

MR.HOWLE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Allright. ‘We'll then reconvene at 2:30

" and hear from both sides regarding any closing arguments.

(WHEREUPON, a lunch break was taken and court resumed at 2:30
p.m.) |
THE COURT: State prepared to move forward with
closing? e A ' "
MR. JACKSON: Yes, we are.
THE COURT: Is Defense ready?
MR. HOWLE Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Allright. Solicitor, I'll be happy to
hear from you, sir.
MR. JACKSON: Your Honor, may it please the Coutt.
THE COURT:  Yes, sir. '
MR. JACKSON: Your Honor, actions speak louder than
words. Since this sentencing hearing focuses on aggravating
circumstances of the érime's committed by Stephen Corey Bryant,
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1 the character Stephen Corey Bryant and the léss he's caused the

2 Sumter comn'nmity, there's no better way to understand him than to
3 | examine the choices that he's made and the barbaric acts that

4 he's committed against the Sumte_r community. Let's learn about

5 | his character starting on Tuesday, the 28th éf Seﬁfember 2004, a
6 the home of Barbara Ryan. Judge, he chose her secluded driveway.
7 | He drove up, rang the door bell. She came to the front door and

8 | opened it and she had an infant child on her shoulder. And he

9 lies to her about a phone number, plays on her gc;od Samaritan

10 | traitto help him. .She (s:ic) says, ma'am, would you help me

11 | please, Ineed -

12 | THE DEFENDANT: Fuck you.

13 MR. JACKSON: —to know this phone number. She turns
14 | to go for the phone book, Uninvited he steps in the house. She

15 | has the presence of mind to.tell him no. She goes aﬁd gets the

16 | phone book and comes back with the construction worker. He sees
17 | the construction worker. He éhooses to withdraw and drive back
18 | out. Well, when she later leaves he's out on. down from her

19 | driveway observing and taking notes. Sunday, October 3rd of 2004
20 | at the home of Jennifer Barnes Leroux. She's humming along on
21 — and he comes driving up. He parks like anyone
22 | normally does. He cc;m&e up and rings &e door bell a couple of

23 | times. She hears him but ignores him. He goes out in the yard

24 | and hollers, is anybody around, anybody home. No disturbance, no
25 . | sign of anybody, and he backs-into the carport. Very unusual,- |
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highly unusual she said. She runs downstairs making noises that
he can hear. He's busted and he leaves. The next day, Monday,
October the 4th, 2004 at the home of Debbie and Skip Durant. He -

| drives up a long, private driveway, comes up that hill, passing

no trespass or private drive sign, and he pulls right up to the

1 back door, right up to the back door she says, in a highly

unusual way and two huge dogs come out. Judge, they're the size
of small horses. And Debbie comes out too and she questions him.
He never gets out the truck because those dogs are there. He's
busted so he rolls out a lie: Ma'am, could you help me please,

I'm a contractor and I need some directions. She was uneasy; she
knew better. She got a description of the truck and his tag.

What do we learn about his character, Judge? He'sa
meticulous planner. Picks isolated remote v1ct1ms Each one he
approached to the crime is similar. Each one he searched to see
if someone is home. Each one he had a lie ready; he used it when
he needed to. Preyed on victim's natural tendencies to go and
help others. He's a conman, clever, and calculated. He knows to
withdraw when he's outnumbered such as when Barbara Ryan brought
the man to the door and the two dogs came out. Never identified
himself, never offered his name, pushed the enfélope, tested the
water like he stepped into Barbara Ryan's door unmwted tosee
what her reaction would be. Had an exit strategy. Not looking
for job pursuant to probation, not following advice of those
willing and capable of helping him. Instead, I don't need your
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1| help and advice, I choose to do it my way.
2 Monday, October the 4th, 2004, this will be afterhe
3 went to Debbie Durant's. He goes to Tom Dennis' place out past
4 | I Be goes to scout out Tom Dennis or to ride him; I don't
5 | know which. He gets stuck trying to drive around the gate. That
6 | doesn't deter him. Calculated criminal mind he has he takes

7 advantage of it, walks down the driveway, walks to the house,
8 | sees a vehicle, knocks on the door. Mr. Dennis comes. Sir, can
9 | youhelp me please, my brother stuck my truck. -Tom Dennis, very-
10 | cautious but he says, yeah, I'll help.. Well, what's the first .
11 | thing he does, Judge, he gets a gun. Nobody there but the two of _
12 | them. And thenhe 'starts giving some orders. I'll help you but
13 | you get the chain and put it in the car. You put it behind the
14 | back seat. You sit up here where I can keep-an eye on you. And
15 | he carries h1m down there to where the truck is stuck; and he
16 | saysyou get out and I'll back up and you hSokup to yours, I'll
17 | pull you out. Once he pulls him out he says you get the chain
18 | and put it back, you close the door, you open the gate and let
19 | yourself out. And by the way, what's your name, and he lies and
20 | gives him a false name. And where do you live. And he lies and
21 | gives him a false name. Tom Dennis thought he was checking out
22 1 Stepben Corey Bryant. If you're Stephen Corey Bryant what did. .
23 | youlearn about Tom Dennis? You learned the layout of the land, .
24 | the laym;t of the buildings: .Dennis lives by himself; there are
25 | no big dogs. No lock on the chain on thg gate, description of
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Dennis' vehicle. You learn it's better to conceal a vehicle

outside of the gate than go in on front than to risk getting

stuck. He leamed the fact that Tom Dennis had a gun, and that
gun when the two of them were equal gave Tom Dennis the upper
hand, gave him control. He knew where Tom Dennis kept a gun. He
knew if he concealed himself outside that gate some time Tom
Dennis would leave and his properCy' would be ripe for picking,
and that's exactly what he did. The next day, Tuesday, October
the 5th, 2004 Tom Dennis left his place that afternoon to come
into town. Stephen Corey Bryant was backed up into a plum bush
thicket, saw Dennis leave, and once he left took advantage ofit.
He went by foot into the property, broke into the shed, and some
hunters showed up and scared him off, and he took off with what
he could steal and carry away. What have we learned about his
character? He's extremely observant, well-planned, well-executed ‘
burglary and theft. It's not impulsive behavior. Nothingto do
with trauma from sex‘ abuse. These are choices he's making, |
Judge, irrational decisions if I might add. Well thought-out,
pulling off successful criminal effects, cunning, calculated.

These acts are bold, intentional, and dangerous. No fear of
breaking the law, no respect for others and their property, all
about what he can take, what he can get away with. But guess
what, he stxll dldn't have a gun." He still didn't have an -
equalizer. There S only two ways for Stephen Corey-Brysnt to get

- agun. Hecanbuyoneoﬂ'theblackmarketorhecanstealone
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1 He can't go apbly for one like- Mr. Ammons éould. He{s@ _
2 | convicted felon. And in two-and-a-half days — I don't know
3 | how - buthe had located Mr. Ammon's trailer out there in the
4 | back side of ] He packed and walked through the woods to
5 | the trailer. Undoubtedly and according to Hs statement he
6 | called out to see if there was anyone there. Nobody answered.
7 Door was unlocked; he went in. There was a TV oﬁ and a radio-on;
8 | he turned them off. He goes outside; he cuts the phone lines
9 | with his pocket knife.. Now we know he's armed with a knife and
10 | goes back in the trailer. T.J. Hansen walks up. He's the friend
11 | that was out on the property at the deer stand, and he's calling
12 )} for Tex 'cause his truck really is stuck. Tex doesn't answer;
13 | that's James Ammons. T.J. goes inside. No TV on, no radio on,
14 | why? Bryant turned them off. He calls out for Tex. He thinks
15 | he hears something on one end of that trailer. He goes to the
16 | den; the phoneis dead. He goes to the bedroom where Tex keeps
17 | the other phone. He sits on the mattress, tries the phone, phone
18 | isdead, hé leaves. :When he and Tex later returned the mattress- -
19 | is sat on, is thrown across the bed, the box of bullets is gone,
20 | and the pistol is gone. Judge, I submit that Stephen Corey.
21 | Bryant was in that house whén T.J. Hansen went in there looking
22 | for Tex. : | :
23 | So what do we know about his character? He'll steal a
24 | gun when he can't buy one, and he can choose not fo hurt somebody
25 | if Hc: wants to. In this case and the Dennis case we're confident
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the build is for him because he didn't get caught. He showed his

real thought process in first insuring no one was there and
preparing for what to do if someone showed up. Now Judge, I add
in another thing for October the 4th. T'll have to come back to
it, but also on Friday, October 4th, we kriow that Stephen Corey
Bryant went to the Tietjen home and taﬂﬁed with Mr. Tietjen and
lied to him about a girl named Kimberly Smith. I'll come back to
that.

We know in the evening of Friday, October the 8th of
2004 Stephen Corey-Bryént went down to the Sumter side of the

1 ‘Wateree River, says he went to fish but he went scouting the

area. There was nobody on the Sumter side. You can look right
across the river to the boat landing. There were two vehicles
there. He deliberately got in his truck, drove around [
.crossed the river down to the landmg and he got out. And he
vwa]ked over and surveyed that area and he found two black men
fishing in the canal on the creek. And he spoke to them and they
told him. He went all the way on up the creek. Judge, he was

casing the area. And when he was convinced there wasn't anybody

else around on both sides he went back to his truck and he

waited. And he watched. And he waited and he watched. And one
of the black males came down that path with his fishing stuff and
got in his truck and he left. Now there's nobody there but

Stephen Corey Bryant, the stolen pistol, and Clinton Brown

fishing on a bucket. Stepheq Corey Bryant waits to make sure
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1. | that nobody drives up, nobody is on the Sumter side and on the -
Richland County side, and he begins to execute his plan. -

" Now Judge, let's walk through this. He's got a pistol
that he's probably never fired before, stole it that day around
lunch time. He's got to insure that the magazine was loaded.
That's deliberate. He's got the chamber round. That's
deliberate. He's got to take the safety off: -He had to stalk up
the path from the parking lot under the bridge. He had to ease
9 | up the little hill from the bridge to the tree line and then he
10 | had to slip down into the canopy of trees and eyeball the back of
11 | Clinton Brown with this pistol right here. And then he had to
12 | pull it up and put it right on Clinton Brown, bam, and shoot him

L B - SR T o

-]

13 | inthe back and thentun and get in his truck and leave.

14 | Impulsive? Not on your life, What do you know about his

15 | character? He's gutless. He shot a man in the back sittingona
16 ' | bucket fishing in a river. Judge, if that threatens you, then

17 | the fact that before there were two men sitting there fishing in .

18 | the river-would have scared him to death. Cold blooded murder so
19 | he thought. He didn't know Clinton Brown had a wife. He didn't -
20 | know Clinton Brown had children. He didn't know Clinton Brown -
21 | had grands. He didn't know he was a brother and sister. What's

22 | more mportant, he didn't care. He was proud of what he did. He
23 | returned to the scene with his girlfriend that night. It |
24 | bothered him none; it was an ‘accomplishment. He.bragged about it
25 ' the next day to Roy Lee Lambert; I.shot me a damn nigger last
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night down at the river by the creek. And he bragged he shot him
twice. Saturday, 9 October 2004. Stephen Corey Bryant didn't -
know that he had botchied the murder the evening before. He
thought he had one for his belt. When he picked up his friend
mind you, Judge, his friend Cliff Gainey. Picked Cliff up from
his house, friend he fishes with, friend he hangs out with,

friend he rides around with, friend whose kids he knows and
spends time with, friend whose wife he knows, friend he's worked
with. A friend who depend on Sfcphen Corey Bryant to pick him up
take him plac;es because he doesn't have a driver's license or a
vehicle. He picks him up. Accord.mg to his statement shows
Cliff the gun. Cliffs not scared. He's not worried; they're
friends. And they're riding around_ti]l about
dark. Out on | Cift bas to take a leak. They
both get out. Stephen Corey Bryant has to deliberately get the

gun out of the holster. He has to know that it's locked and
loaded. He's got to get the safety off. He's got to get it out -
of the truck. That's a pretty big pistol. Out of the fruck in

his hand or concealed. Judge, he already has in mind he's going

| to kill Clifion Gainey. There's -- or there's no reason to take

the pistol out of the truck. Let's be frank and somewhat crude.

| When a man relieves himself, Judge, he unzips his pants, puts one

hand on his-britches, other hand on himself. And if you're out

| in the woods you're flat footed. There's no bowl; there's no
seat to mess up. And you stand there in the most relaxed
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1 position a man can be in other thau beihg ‘in his easy chair and b
2 you're not a thfeat in the world. You're vulnerable; you're
3 defenseless. And at that point while Cliff Gainey is doing that
4 Stephgn Corey Ery.ant takes this da.mn gun an<_1 bam, bam, shoots h1m
5 | in the back and shoots him in the arm. Youcan look atthe
6 | photograph. Cliff Gainey falls down, Judge; and when he's
7 falling down he's in a position with his left side down and he's
8 not dead yet. He holds his hand up one more time. You can see
9 the defensive wounds. And Bryant shoots one more time. It goes
10 | through the fingers through the shoulder, grazes the neck, and
11 | it's dug up under the blood puddle under his head where the body
12 | was found laying. Stephen Corey Bryant goes through Cliff's
13 | pants focket, his friend. You remember seeing the white pocket .
14 | pulled out of the britches. Take his keys, admits to that in the
15 | statement. Probably took his wallet. Admitted later taking the
16 | keys, said he threw the wallet in the dumpster. Then Bryant went
17 | straight to Cliff's house and burglarized it. Stole electronic
18 | equipment, stole the aquarium, and set it on fire to cover the
| 19 | crime scene. Then he went to his girlfriend's work, as relaxed
20 as he was, to give her the new TV as a surprise gift.
21 ..© 'What did we learn about his character? Let's refer a
22 | minute back to Clinton Brown, to that shooting. Judge, 1 éaid he
23 | knew nothing about Clinton Brown and didn't care. This case with
24 | Clff Gainey is v;rorse because they were friends. He knew
25 .| everything. He knew he was a father. He knew he was a husband.
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He knew he was a provider. He knew that Cliff and his son were
trying to make it, bachelors in that mobile home. They were
trying to make it. And knowing all of that he still didn't care.
What he couldn't steal that belonged to the Gainey family he
tried to torch. Another shooting in the back. Judge, he's
showing he has no soul. Throws the wallet away. Turns the keys
in to Judy as lost in the parking lot, gives the TV as a gift.

What a true devaluation of human life. Total lack of remorse for
his acts as in the destructive consequences they created for

other.

Judge, the Tietjen murder and armed robbery are next;

but as I mentioned we need to go back to Friday, October the 8th,

maybe a couple of days before to begin talking about Tietjen
because Bryant was already stalking Willard Tietjen before he
shot Clinton Brown or murdered Clifton Gainey. Ms. Tietjen told
you that the latter paﬁ of that week of October m the evening

on three or four occasions Sassy, the aggressive dog, the -

terrier, the one Troy Baker said would snap at even him and they
knew each other. Now that dog would alert to something out on
the side porch toward the tree line. And Mildred would go
outside, and she'd talk to the dog just like we all do, talk to
people. Sassy, is there a prowler out there, go get the prowler.
And she'd coﬁae back in. And the last time she deliberately
remembers doing it was Friday, October the 8th. And Judge, this
is either before Bryant breaks into Ammons place and steals the
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| 1 gun or after because that océurred-around fnidday. So eithef in
2 the morning Bryant came by and saw Willard Tietjen and then went
3 | and did the burglary at the Ammons and came back, or he came to
4 the Tietjen home immediately after the burglary. But weknow - - .
5 this, after the burglary — excuse me, we know one or the other.
6 | We know that on Friday by his statement, Bryant's statement, by
7 | what Willard T.J. told Mildred. We know that Bryant came into
8 | theyard. He 'says he saw T.J. by the mailbox and that he pulled
9 | up in his truck and he drives up to where T.J. is and he lies to
10 | him. Andhe says, sir, could yoﬁ help me please, I'm looking .for
11 | Kimberly Smith, would you help me find her name.in the phone
12 | book. And T.J. invites him. Then they go in and he gets the -
13 | phone book. And as Bryant says they go through it and didn't . .
14 | find the name of course and he leaves. We know that Mildred
15 | comes home a little afier one, but she gets off early on Fridays -
~ 16. | and when she comes home she sees Stephen Corey Bryant's truck ouf
17 on- down ﬁopi the driveway. Now that's aﬁer We know that's
18 | after the Ammons bm‘glary He's g.ot ammunition and a pistol. -
19 | And she mentioned to T.J. and tells him about the blue truck out
20 | front and he says, yeah, th1s boy came by and I helped him look
21 | for a name and we couldn't find it and he left. And he wasina ..
22 | blue truck. And about that time Sassy alerts on the porch again.
23 | And so Mildred goes out and says, Sassy, is that the prowler, get-
24 | the prowler. This is Friday in the p.m. after he's stolen the .

25 gun but before he has shot Clinton Brown.
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‘ Now Stephen Corey Bryant, what have you learned about
the Tietjens on Friday.” You've been there at.least once, maybe
twice. You know there's an older man in bad health who's
vulnerable and defenseless. If he was coming from the mailbox he
was walking with a cane. He can easily be tricked by, Sir, will
yoﬁ help me please. He's home by himself all day. His wife
works. She's gone unless her vehicle is there. If he hung
around much like she said he saw his truck out there he knows
what she's driving. He knows the victim is a m;ason. He knows
there's one aggressive dog and it can be reneutralized by putting
on the side porch. It can't go on and off that porch; there are
no stéps. And it can't come back to the house. He knows the .
layout of thé propefty. He knows the layout of the res.idence and
parked and he knows where to park to be inconspicuous but close
enough to pull off a crime and get away.

Monday, October the 11th, of 2004 Mildred and T.J. get
up that morning. It's a Monday. And they have breakfast. She
says he's haviﬁg a good day. He got up, got dressed. They had
breakfast and coffee together. And judge, they talked. And he
walked her to to the car like Nora Ann Davis, al\;vays remembered.

| And she said I love you and he said Ilove you too. She left

work and he was home with Sassy, Paco, and Taco. Neither he nor
she had any idea of the wicked sinister diabolic plot that this ‘
evil man Stephen Corey Bryant had planned for his entertamment
that day. ‘Mid morning Troy Baker calls T.J. to check on some
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1 .. project he supposed to be working on. T.J. gets on him ebout not

2 completing the task; friends do that. '11:00 Bob Summers calls to

3 share a joke; friends do that. Sometime later, but we know

4 | before 1:00, was Mildred Tietjen called T.J. at one and he didn't

5 answer the phone. We know sometime later but before one there
'6 | was a knock at the door. T.J. went to the door and Stephen Corey
7 Bryant is back again: Sir, would you help me please, you see my .
8 truck is overheated, and I need to call somebody or wait for the - .
9 | enginetocool. He tricked T.J . into thinking his truck ran hot.

10 | What an alibi if somebody would show up. Truck is out on the

11 | street lying somewhere. He gets T.J. to invite him inside and

12 |} show off the mason and the shrine stuff while the truck engine

13 | cools off. He tricks himself into the house. He has the pistol - -
14 | with him concealed in his pants, a round already locked and.

15 | loaded in his chamber. He has malice in his heart and cold

16 | blooded murder on his mind. He just has to get rid of Sassy.

17 | Judge, dogs know. And Sassy had to be beside herself with

18 | aggressiveness; and in order to accommodate his guest, his -

19 | thieving, murder, ahd robbing guest. Just like Troy Baker told

20 | Your Honor, when Sassy was actmg up T:J. would walk the dog -
21 | across through the den and put it out on the side porch and take
22 | care of his guest. And I believe that's what he did here. And

23 when he put that.dog out on that.side porch he was vulnerable and
24 defenseless and where he would have been standing when he turned .
25 | around and meet a guest to put that dog out is where his body was .-
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found, nine gun shot wounds through it. Right here.

Ira Parnell, Judge, he said one pull on the trigger,
one shot, it's not a repeat firing mechanism. One pull on the
trigger, one shot. You looking for malice aforethought; that's
nine right there. Judge, you've seen the rest of it. If the
jury were here I'd plow them through it but I don't believe
that's necessary today because we're here for the character of
Stephen Corey Bryant. What Dudley Saleeby told you in his
opening, what you'll discover what he did 'a;t the Tietjen home
will tell you more about Stephen Corey's Bryant character than
50,000 witnesses is correct. '

Let's start with the control and domination and
dominion that he éxercised over the course. Kind of individual
he set up adorned, the sadistic manner in which he burned the
beard on T¥'s face and burned his eyes with either a cigar or
cigarette. Note the ease and comfort Stephen Corey Bryant felt
as he helped himself to a pepsi in the refiigerator. He needed
something to drink. It's like he owned the place, Judge. He
smoked cigars and cigarettes throughout the house, and he
littered them on the carpet or on the floor as though he was
marking his territory. The way he systematically went through
each room on each floor, closet by closet, drawer by drawer, tofe
the house apart choosing what he will take. The'pink footies,
with his DNA on them. You know, there wasn't a fingerprint in
the house. All the time he spent there, all the things he
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touched, why? He had those gloves on his hand, those socks on |
his hand, and he discarded them right where he got them but left
his DNA on them. He got a pen and something to write on to leave
notes to the family, signed it the prowler. And that was to

taunt them and torture them further. He pulled back TJ's shirt,
painted on his exposed stomach a star using TJ's blood for the
paint and left a note there as well. He got on their computer

and began to visit porn sites by his choosing, not sites from

T.J. and Mildred.- He got the red, white, and blue pot holder

M Kixhberly had made her with her own hands, soaked it up in

.TT's blood, painted messages on the wall. Victim number four

next week, catch me if you can. He stole more stuff than you can
carry out to a truck in one trip. Hé was there for hours,

- enjoying his work, admiring what he had done.

‘And then the phone calls began. Judge, I'll not recant
them. You can imagine the horror, the unbridied horror of those .
phone calls. There's not-a devil in the bowels of hell that
could torment those good people like he did. And what did he
cackle in r&sponsé? Ikilled &our husband, I'm having a great
day, don't call this ficking number again,

Judge, you got the diagram. You'll have the exhibits.

And although we say a picture speaks a thousand one words
we'll -- one we'll put up to you, Judge, they'll speak volumes.

"What Stephen Corey Bryant did after he murdered T.J. breaks all

barriers and exceeds all boundaries. It's downright inhuman and
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indescribable.

Wednesday, October the 13th, 2004 is Christopher
Burgess. Although Bryant is a pathological liar there is one
trﬁth that you can credit him to. He put on that wall that he
was going to kill victim number four. He kept his word. Right
around on the morning hours of October 13th he befriended and
picked up Christopher Burgess at the pantry, put his bicycle in
the back. They rode around. We don't know what they did, but
they ended up on the Foxville Road isolated, remote area of
Sumter County. And what again? Burgess needs to take a leak and
with the same deliberate acts to insure this pistol was loaded
one in the chamber either in the pants or hidden somewheré else.
Bryant gets out with him and when he drops his zipper and gets in -
that comfortable position, bam, he shoots him in the back. He
falls and then he shoots him through the face and into the skull.

What do we know about the character? Judge, behold, a serial

killer who also predicted in writing at the Tietjen home a fifth
victim in two weeks. Because he was arrested on the 13th that
didn't happen, but he hadn't forgotten about it and he selected

Joe Jones at the Sumter Lee Regional Detention Center. And he
made a mistake because he tipped Joe off; he threatened Joe

Jones. I'm going to go to your — I'm going to go to you. And
whenever he opened that door Joe came back the next time. He had
backup. And they opened the door and there was Bryant bode up
ready to carry out what he'd already said he wouid do. Joe Jones
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gof him to stand down. Why? He knew he waS outnuniberéd.. Larry
Justice wasn't as lucky. On the 26th of Qctober, 2005 he laid in -
ambush in Larry Justice. When Larry came to pick up those trays
there wasn't anybody there but Bryant and Larry Justice, And he
sucker punched him, beat him, and kicked him, used his own hands -
his feet deadly weapons, unprovoked attack. ‘Judge, Larry Justice
will spend the rest of his life in a prison of pain because of
Stephen Corey Bryant. 4 S

Judge, for these acts the State is seeking the ultimate
penalty of death for the mﬁder and armed robbery of Willard . _
Tietjen. South Carolina Code Section 16-3-20 provides that if
the State of South Carolina proves beyond a reasonable doubt
after the crime of murder the ~e#istence of just one aggravating .
circumstance, just one, then it's the job of the fact finder to .
determine life or death. Judge, we've met that buiden. Stephen
Corey Bryaﬁt plugged Willard Tietjen nine times with a stolen
.40-caliber pistol in his hand unlawfully with more malice
aforethought than words can describe. While armed. Bryant
admittedly robbed him of his masonic ring by slowly working it -
off Tietjen's right hand after Bryant murdered him. The fact he
carried it to the:sink to wash off the blood shows even more his
intent to rob. And the fact he forgot it and left it at the
scene is no legal consequence. Further evidence shows that
Bryant took TJ's wallet off his person from his pants pocket.
This is where he carried his wallet when he was dressed and up - ,
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and around. The wallet was discarded close proximity to the
body, contents strewn about, cash gone, social sec_:m'ity card and
driver's license taken from the wallet were later discarded by

Stephen Corey Bryant away from the home And the wallet had been

on the bed side table in the back room where T.J. would leave 1t
if he wasn't dressed or wasn't up and about. The evidence would
have been there and not by the body. Finally this-was one
continuous chain of events. Evidence shows this was a
masterfully planned burglary, murder, and armed robbery and
although he's not indicted for burglary. This is a burglary by
trick where Bryant gained entry by lying, by playing on TJ's good
Samaritan character. He tricked his way into the home with the
intent of committing murder and armed robbery.. Once Bryant got
T.J. to put Sassy outside on the porch he pulled the gun, filled
him with lead, and began a systematic robbing and floundering of
his person and his premises, one oonﬁnﬁous chain of events. And
by his own admission Stephen Corey Bryant had plenty of live
ammunition left while he remained in the home armed with a
pistol. 1 submit that was to insure that there would be no
witnesses if anyone were to show up unexpectedly before the

completing of a robbery.

Bryant pled to murder. Judge, we've proven murder.

Bryant pled to armed robbery; we've proven armed robbery. Let's

look at what the expert said. Does it fall to the standard of
guilty but mentally ill? Absolutely not. Is he insane? No. Is
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1 | heretarded? No. Any brain damage?. None, not even a lesion. -

2 | He had perfectly normal neurological examine. Does he understand
3 right from wrong? Absolutely. Does he have the capacity to
4 conform his conduct to the law? Absolutely. By his own expert
-5 he's criminally responsible for all his actions, Judge, they -
6 | don't mitigate who he is; they define who he is. Their words,
7 everything they told you he showed you. They tell you through
8 - | their words that he's capable of doing such things and shows you

9 | through his action. Actions in the choices that he makes. . -
10 | Actions speak louder than words. What kind of void is left for
11 | theloss of Will_ard Tietjen-on his family, on his friends, on the.
12 comﬁtmity he served? It's not just a v6i¢ Judge, iﬂs a grand
13 -| canyon. T.J. was a father, a grandﬁath_er; a husband, a sona
14 | brother, a friend. He was an unsung hero for burned and crippled
15 | children. He was decorated a Vietnam war veteran, 20 years of
16 | service to his country. - Stephen Corey Bryant stole all that.”
+ 17 | Billy Cockbill says he can't watch a parade without thoughts of
18 | T.J.. Bob Summers wears the Tabasco tie he never got to give him
19 | and carries it around with a pick Cadillac. Troy Bakerisa -
20 | better husband because T.J. taught him how to show appreciation .
21 foi' his wife. Nora Ann Davis does the Ladies of the Swamp, nio
22 | longer get six gallon can tabs. Nor does a little innocent child
23 | with magic feet get the financial supi:ort or the love she once
24 | did. Kimberly Dees no longer has coffee chats with her dad, and
25 | instead she spends the time explaining to her son that everybody
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isn't going to be murdered. And Mildred Tietjen, while the rest
of us look forward to Friday, dredds the day coming. It's
ironic, Judge, that Willard Tietjen was murdered wearing a
T-shirt that read God Bless America. And Stephen Corey Bryant
murdered a man in cold blood and was arrested in this T-shirt.
This says play all out or don't play at all: If you want to know
a sad that may be happy thought, Willard Tietjen died thinking he
was giving his shirt off his back to somebody that needed it.

What else can I offer to the Court about the character
of a sociopathic serial killer that hit Sumter County? I méntion
just one thing, Judge. When we speak to juries you know we tell

them, folks, use your God given common sense. And I offer that

 also to Your Honor. This sentencing hearing started last -
" Tuesday. By all practical effects it would be over this

afternoon into Thursday, about the same time as the crime spree
took off. And back in 2004 when this was going on, Judge, this

' community was panicked and frantic. And law enforcement was

running around doing all they could. By this time midday on
Tuesday back then we had two bodies. Richland County had a
botched murder. We had an arson, a imrglary, another burglary,
and several encounters. People were going crazy. They were
scared to déa‘ch. And SLED was working and the Sheriff's
Department was working and the Sumter Solicitor's Office was
working. And the relief that went through this community on
Wednesday the 13th of 2004 in October I couldn't — I couldn't
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. begin to share with you because we had worked together taking him |

off the streets. And we thougﬁt' it was over and‘ﬂlen eight or .
nine months later he tried to kill Larry Justice in the prison
system. It wasn't over.- So what else can I say about his .
character other than ask you to remember from this, if nothing
else, this.community worked together and did a good job to do
their part to bring him to the course.

What can I tell you about more aggravating . |
circumstances? These are the absolute worse they are and I can't
add anything else to it. He did everything that I brought to |
you. Impact ite%stimony is immeasurable. The liyes that T.J .
touched are immeasurable. And I submit all of this, the

- aggravating circumstances, the character of Stephen Corey Bryant,

and the impact testimony to teil you that the sentence of death
is justified here. And to sum up that particular part of it,
Judge, if not these acts under our law then what? Ifnot this
man, this evil man, then who? If not in this case this week then
when. Bryant's facing life sentence on four other crimes to

| which he pled guilty: Judge, arguably speaking, if you gave him

a life sentence on those and one on this he'd be getting five for

one. A man can't serve but one life sentence. Took three lives,

botched‘taking two others. Our law says the sentence must be

proportionate to the crime. The proportionate sentence that

brings justipe;-in this case is a sentence of death. |
Judge Russo, I don't envy the position you're in one
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bit; but as James Aiken said, you have to make hard decisions and
live with them and it takes moral courage. You represent our
community in the trial and it's the function of a capital

sentencing jury to express the conscience of the community on the
ultimate question of life or death. And'let thers be no doubt,
Stephen Corey Bryant through his attorneys going to present
himself to the Court the most pathetic manner that he possibly
can. And one more time, Judge, he's gonna say, sir, would you
help me please. And I ask you to send a message as a
representative of our community to Stephen Corey Bryant with- what
you now know. Judge, tell him no. Thank you.

MR.HOWLE: Mr. Saleeby told the Court in opening
statement before the State began to present its case in the
sentencing phase of the trial and he made several references to
us being before the Court today because of the choices Stephen
made in October of 2004. The thing obviously Solicitor's Office
has picked up and waﬁts to drive home with these choices. Well,
Your Honor, those terrible offense of those first two weeks in
October 2004 while committed by Stephen were anything but the
results of his choices, at least in the sense they were choices
he rationally decided to make and carry out. And the Solicitor
concludes by saying we're going to try to paint some pathetic
picture of him and ask for one more time. Your Honor, there;'s no
question there are going to be a lot of pathetic things you're
going to hear in what I say and what the expert said on the
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1 | stand, the impact and things that happened during this man's life -

2 | that made it impossible for him to make the choices that they -

3 want to act like could just be made all off spur of the moment.

4 | Youknow, it's not unusual when a defendant's pleading the family

5 will say something like, well, he wouldn't have done that if he

6 | wasn't hanging around the wrong crowd. And it's not unusual for

7 | adefendant or his attorney to blame his environment-or some

8 | other circumstance for his otherwise unexplained lapses: We

9 | don't come before the Court to simply state, say Stephen is not

10 | responsible. That has never been our position. He pled before

11 | this Court to the cha.rges against him. But that is net to say

12 | that these were committed without any significant influences that

13 | effected why these acts occurred. The State also in his opening

14 | referred to the actions of Stephen as clever, calculating, and

15 | cunning. Mr. Saleeby said that Stephen's actions reflected focus

16 | and a purpose, and then he said what he did will tell you about

17 | his character. Stephen choseto do these ucts; he was simply

18 | imposing his will. Well, Doctor Schwartz- Watts did not deny that
19 Stephen seemed to pick isolated areas or there was similarities
20 | in some of the factual accounts. She did not deny that he hadn't

21 | given conflicting statements when questioned or even Stephen's

22 | broken down truck seemed to be usedasa way to first approach

23 | some of these victims. But she emphasized that in all of these .

24 nun'ders Stephen ﬂcmonstrated paranoia, showed Iuispercepﬁons, and

25 | indicated he felt threatened: Now that';é» not trying to paint a
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1 pathetic picture, but that is painting an accurate picture of the

2 | effects of these things in his life. It is a case of someone who

3 | had problems his whole life and in October 2004 he could no

4 | longer handle them. Stephen's grandmother and his aunt told the
5 | Court about his meeting with him on August the 19th, the time he
6 | spoke, the anguish he was going through in trying to focus some
7 | of the traumatic events that he experienced in his life. He was

8 | reaching out for help. His grandmother knew the abuse the first
9 | husband had committed but only now realized the horrific impact

10- | that it had on Stephen. His aunt told you that she was there

11 | with her mother and Stephen when he related this trauma, how he

12 | shook uncontrollably. And she told Stephen they need to get him |
13 | help. And she called someone who she thought could help. ‘She

1;1 called the sexual abuse hot line and Stephen was referred to a

15 | place to get that help. Gina Creech, who was Stephen's probation -
16 | officer, told the Court that he came into her office on August

17 | the 20th and asked for names of counselors for sexual abuse.

18 | She'd been supervising the probation case since June 25th, 2003.

19 | She gave the name Healthy Minds. Healthy Minds ended up calling
20 | her assuming Probation/Parole was going to pay for the counseling -
21 | and when she told them that was not the case Stephen didn't get

22 | the help because he didn't have the money. He returned to her on
23 | September the 1st. She said she believed that he told her at

24 | that time he was going to see a counselor at the'YWCA. Stephen

25 | did not show up for his appointment, Your Honor, on October the
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1 6th. She said that was unusual for Stephen. During the 15 .

2 | months she'd been his probation supervisor he had presented no

3 | problems, and he showed up for his appointment. |

4 Of course by October 6th, 2004 the wheels had come
5 off and Stephen was beyond the help-his grandmother, aunt, or

6 | anybody else include_d. Doctor Schwartz-Watts testified in her

7 | report rendered on September 3rd, 2008. She told the Court of

8 | Stephen talking with his grandmother and aunt speaking to them .
9 about ’;he sexual trauma and experience. She said the records .
10 | from the YWCA also reported that he told of this abuse before any
11 | ofhis crimes were committed. Gina Creech also. confirmed he.

12 | spoke to her of this abuse before any crimes were committed.

13 | These efforts by Stephen to get some help for a pbbhm he could
14 | notunderstand were certainly not some made-up story given after
15 | he'd been charged. Doctor Schwartz-Watts spoke with Steven's . .
16 | school history. He repeated the first grade having not met

17 | testing standards to pass.. He had numerous psychological

18 | evaluations while in school, was placed in s‘elf-contained classes
19 | from grades four to nine. His IQ was below average. She told

20 | the Court that a comment by one of his teachers was that he was.
21 c@topﬁc reactions to minor problems, unhappy, can't control
22 | behavior, .very few friends. He hailed the sixth grade.and by the
23 | time he was — by that time he was being treated for Attention

24 | Deficit Disorder and prozac. She referred to a letter from one

25 | "of his teachers that waé actually writtgn to-Judge McKinon to ask
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the Court to consider serious intervention. "Corey needs
immediate help in order to turn himself around”. Stephen was
evaluated by Kelly Price of vocational rehabilitation. He was
diagnosed with disruptive behavior, not otherwise specified.

When Stephen was at the Department of Juvenile Justice in 1996 he
was diagnosed, diagnosed with adjustment disordér, ADHD and
coﬁduct disorder by Doctor Tracy Gunter. Doctor Schwartz-Watts
provided present diagnosis, posttraumatic stress disorder,

chronic. Your Honor, this is an access one disorder for major
mental illness. She also listed cannabis dependence,
hallucinogenic abuse, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder.
And he also had an axis two diagnosis branded social personality
disorder. Your Honor, in Doctor Schwartz-Watts' opinion as a
forensic psychiatry w]?ether Stephen's age and mentality at the

_ time of this oﬁ'ense to be considered that the murders were

committed while the defendant was under the influence of mental
disorder, the capacity of the defendant to appreciate criminality
of his conduct to conform his conduct to the requirements of law
was substantially impaired, all of which are statutory mitigating
circumstances: And she also stated that Stephen's conduct is
controllable if ﬁven proper medication.

Doctor Alex Morton, a psychopharmacologist testified
about Stephen's drug use during October 6th through 13. Not the
State questions the source of knowing Stephen was taking drugs at
this time, and Doctor Morton admitted that most of this was from
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1 Stephen, told him himself. The State .also emphasized those

2 negative drug tests administered when Stephen was on probaﬁoﬁ;

3 Your Honor, these weren't randomly given and they were none given
4 | after mid 2003. Statements given by Stephen indicated drug use

5 | and on one occasion he smted that he and one of the wctlms were

6 - | doing drugs together. Now the State would like to say you can't |

7 be}ieve those statements; he gave conflicting statements. Yes,

8 | he did, not unlike many defendants charged with a crime. But the

9 drug use is one of the consistent elements of those statements,

10 | statements given involving Mr. Burgess, Mr. Gainey, and

11 | Mr. Tietjen Stephen talks about use of drugs. Doctor Morton

12 | testified that Stephen was using meth, marijuana with Raid, and
13 | Benadryl during this October time frame. He began by saying that

14 | po one wants to be addicted; it's simply not logical. Well,

15 | logical thinking is not what Stephen was experiencing. He was

16 | suffering from post trauma stress symptoms. Doctor Morton stated

17 | that untréated PTSD symptoms become depressive and more sévere.

18 'I‘hq brain is turned on, stays on. What effects did drugs have on

19 | Stephen? Doctor Morton said while this may provide some

20 | temporary relief the end result is erratic behavior.

21 Your Honor, he then gave a list of the contributions

22 | to Stephen's addictions: Genetics, early drug use, a permissive

23 | home, psychological abuse, physical abuse, psychiatric mood,

24 | anxiety symptoms, and drug use. He talked about the psychiatric

25 | effects of meth on Stephen, aggressiveness, agitation, increased
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anxiety, distorted perceptions, paranoia, many of the same

effects that Doctor S chwartz-Watts pointed out and Stephen
displayed. And Doctor Morton's expert opinion was that Stephen
ﬁad the &isease of addiction to meth and marijuana. Doctor Marty
Loring testified on trauma and its effects on Stephen. She spoke
with Stephen on six different occasions stating to the Court how
important it was to get the confidence of a client before they
would trust you. She admitted people do lie or tell less than

the truth. By using certain techniques she could measure the
truthfulness. She felt that number of times she had spoken with
Stephen she felt comfortable with the overall truthfulness for
what he had told her. She went through the genealogy of
Stephen's family pointing out numerous problems with drugs,
physical abuse, mental abuse, sexual abuse and violence., She
then stated all of this would impact on Stephen.

The Solicitor asked, so as he reiterated in his
closing, if Stephen would just not frecly plan A, B and C of any
particular acts and she said yes, he might, but that doesn't mean
he made choices in those actions. Doctor Loring went through a
time line of events in Stephen's life showing pictures that
showed the changes in Stephen as he went from a happy ciﬁld to
one that became aggressive, anger, disruptive behavior. Maybe
the most iniportant in observation was expréssed sorrow Stephen
has shown for his actions. Jim Aiken testified his ability to

| conform to prison life. He classified Stephen as disruptive
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| 1 inmate who can be managed with appropriate measures or time. He

2 | emphasized if Stephen were given a life sentence he would always
'3 | bein a high security setting, He was aware of Stephen's need

4 | for medication and not see that as a problem. He specifically

5 | stated that having reviewed juvenile prison records on .S.,tephen be

6 had no doubt that Stephen could conform to prison life.

7 Your Honor, however you may characterize Stephen
8 Corey Bryant is not as calculated and cunning individual. Yes,

9 | he committed these offenses and he's pled to them. But to say he.

10 | chose to do those things, to say he was imposing his will to say

11 | what he did will tell you about his chara(_:ter, is tonot - ‘

12 | understand that very character lifetime of committing influences

13 | that has shaped it. The Solicitor went through how he thinks the |

14 | events occurred and told-you how this shows how premeditated and

15 | planned they were. Your Honor, I do not know how any of these

16 | offenses could be more bizarre, more unusual, and more unplanned.

17 | Evidence was everywhere. No efforts to conceal anything. Not

18 | the actions of someone making irrational choices or even trying

19. | to hide what they did. |

20 ' Maybe most importantly, Your Honor, shortly after -

21 | Stephen was arrested he wrote a letter to the Tietjen family.

22 | Now the Solicitor may say that's self-serving. Talks about

23 | problems that plague him his whole life and he may say those are

24 | just excuses. He asked her for forgiveness. And the Solicitor

25 | may say that's just asking for mercy. Your Honor, 'I think it's -
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important to realize that letter was written just a few weeks

after these things happened and was written before Stephen had
any attorneys so no one told him to write it or even suggested
writing such a letter might be helpful. Stephen Corey Bryant who
wrote that letter is the same Stephen Corey Bryant who is -
reaching out for help in August and September of 2004. Reaching

| out for help; it never came. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. AsIindicated to you early on
there's a lot of items that I need to review. There's a lot of
exhibits that I need to go over, and I'm going to take some time
to do that. What I am going to do is adjourn court for the
balance of today and for tomorrow, and we will reconvene on
Thursday the 11th and we'll reconvene at 10:30, okay? We'll
start back a little later than we typically do, and I will have
reached a decision by that time. What I — where are the
indictments and the sentencing sheets? Do we have those there? -
Okay. All right, is there anything else before we adjourn?

MR. JACKSON: .Judge, just a couple of matters. Mr.
Saleeby slipped me a note. I believe it's required the defense -
to put at least on the record the exact mitigating circumstance
statutory or other they're asking you to consider and would ask o
that be put on the record. We had talked Before, I believe it
may have been in Florence, Judge, about Your Honor using simply
the verdict form that normally a jury would have when y-ou return
your decision to us on Thursday. And I would ask that you just

A. 1035
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1 . | dothat. Check whether or not-there was an aggravating.
2 circumstance found beyond a reasonable doubt and check what

3 sentence it is that you recommend as opposed to coming out and
4 issuing the order. And the other thing, Judge, my other victims
5 I should have in here 10:30 Thursday momning as well.- |
6 THE COURT: Al right.
7 MR. JACKSON: Al riglit, sir. -
8 THE COURT: Now if I'm not mistaken and I tried to jot
9 | some things down, I believe that Mr. Howle did put on the record.
10 MR.HOWLE: . Your Honor, I specifically listed ---
11 THE COURT: . Statutory mitigating circumstances. -
12 - MR. HOWLE: Your Honor, there was actually one more.

13 | The Defendant has no history of prior criminal convictions

14 | involving use of violence against another person. That one I did -
15 | not specifically state. The other three were stated in clésing |
16 | argument as mmgatmg circumstances.

17 THE COURT: Right, I got that, okay. All right. Well,
18 | now y'all are in charge of the exhibits so just take those and

19 | for this afternoon you can go ahead and put those up where you
20 | normally would put those. And of course I'll be back here in the
21 | morning to work on that stuff, okay. Well, court will be then in -
22 | recess, will be adjourned for the day, will be in recess and

23 | reconvene at 10:30 Thursday morning and September 11th.

24 | (Whereupon, court adjourned at 3:34 p.m, the Court deliberated on
25 | the 10th; and court was resumed-Friday, September 11th, 2008.)
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someone who indicated that they had some information they thought

| some things. I won't say what they were yet other than I guess

THE COURT: Yes, sir, Mr. Howle.
MR. HOWLE: Your Honor, before we begin, one thing I
did want to address the Court about. When I came in this morning

to my office there was a message on the answering machine from

was really important and wanted to talk to us. Ms. Spivey, my
office manager, called that number that was left and the man who
left the message was not there, it was his wife. And she related

the message, you can call it after-discovered testimony. I don't
know why they waited till last night to call. But also related

that apparently she had called your home and spoken to your wife.
I'm not even — I don't know if you're aware of that, Your Honor.
But your wife indicated well obviously I cannot talk to the judge
about anything you want to tell me. The circumstances of what
the individual related was involved in meeting him before these
murders happened and coming up and just want to talk to him, said
he needed help, and the individual — I'll give you his name if

you would like me to.

THE COURT: Well ifyou..

MR. HOWLE: Edwin Goss was the individual who when we
called the 'number the person who answered said she was Mrs. Goss.
Said he -- the police officer drove up. He went over to Mr.

Goss, talked to him, said this guy come up.to me, he's-kind of
rambling, he says he needs help, doesn't know what he's going to
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do. The officer -- don't know the officer name, wife did not
know. She said Mr. Goss would call back and tell me. But
talking to the officer the officer went over to talk to Stephen,
came back and said he just -~ I dor-z't think, he's just kind of .
rambling, I don't see anything. Fellow didn't pay anymore

attention and then apparently through seeing some of the pictures - -

in the paper or whatever, left this message last night on the
answering machine and we didn't see it till this morning. I have
certainly not talked with him. I did not talk with the wife. So

I can't verify all that, but obviously if he had contacted us

earlier and realized the incident I feel certain we would have
called him as a witness and present the mitigation because I
think it was material what he said. It would certainly go to

state of mind to mental condition before these offenses happened.
And to that extent, Your Honor, I guess we moveto reopen to
allow that person to testify. And like I say, I haven't had the
opportunity to talk with him: I didn't even know his name until-
this morning and have not beén able to contact him, only had that

conversation with his wife.

THE COURT: Allright. And let me address that, Mr.

Howle, which I was going to prior to you standing up. When I got

home last night my wife asked me if I knew and I could not
remember his first name but I do remember last name was Goss.
Asked me if I knew a fellow named Goss; and I told her I did not.
And she said; well, he called here, said he lived in Sumter and -
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that it was very urgent that he speak to you about Mr. Bryan;t's
case and he left two numbers. Right then I said, Cheryl, don't
tell me anything else, I don't want to hear another thing, I will
not be calling Mr. Goss back because that -would_ be improper, I
don't want to hear anything mofe about what he had to say. I
apologized to her for being curt, but I did not want her to say
something that would have been inappropriate. And that was the
extent of our conversation. We didn't have any further
conversation. I was going to share that with you this morning at
not knowing that apparently he called your office as well. T .
know nothing other than what I've just shared with you about
Mr. Goss or what he might have to say, but this case has been
going on for some time. Both siries have had ample opportunity to
present the evidence, and I appreciate your position that this is
evidence that was just recently discovered. But at this stage we '
don't even know if it's evidence. We don't know if it will be
anything that's admissible.. We don't even know what it is. And
I'm going to deny that request to ﬁopen the case and certainly
would note any exceptions that you would have to that ruling. |
Anythihg further?

MR. HOWLE: Your Honor, I would just ask you note the
objection because, like I said, specifically what was related to
me from the wife-talking to — Ms. Spivey who then talked to me
was that he was seeking help when he did that and I just felt .
that was testimony we certainly would have presented had we known

A. 1039




1040

Ny b A WwN

10
11
12
13
14

15

16
17

18

19
20
21

22

- 23

24

25

1040

it.

THE COURT: Sure. And]I certainly do ﬁote your
objection to that. Before going further I feel somewhat
compelled to thank the members of the media that have been here
throughout the course of the trial. They have a difficult job. of
keeping people informed. And as we all know, the court system is
a public forum. Ihave not - it's a little different, this - |
situation for me, because typically in a high prefile case I do
read the papers and check 'cause I want to know what's going on
in the media in case I have .any motions regarding those'type of
things. In this case, however, because I serve in the unique
role as judge and jury I've removed myself from any media
coverage, and I have not réad papers or seen any television

accounts of any of these proceedJ;ngs so I don't know how well or

poorly you did your job out therein informing the public but I
did want to publicly thank all of you who have been here
throughout this because you have reépresented yourself in an
excellent way during these proceedings. You've not been
disruptive which is the concern we have oftentimes, and yc;u've
been very professional in your handling of this matter so I -
wanted to-thank you for that.

Ladies and gentlemen, both people here regarding the -

State-and victims and with the Defense and the defendant's

| family, we're about to proceed to the sentencing phase of this

case. And before that is even brought out, what the decision of
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the Court is, I just wanted to give anyone an opportunity who
feels that, and of course at this point and no one knows what the
decision of the Court is but ' whatever that verdict is, if you
feel you will not be able to handle that in a proper way,
professional way, if you feel that you won't be able to handle
that emotionally then would ask you to remove yourself from the
courtroom at this time because -- and Fve talked with the Clerk
and law enforcement. As I tell members of the publ.iq when
there's a jury is about to reveal a verdict you may agree or
disagree with the jury's verdict, but whatever you feel about the
verdict they are owed at least the respect of having their |
verdict received with respect and whether you agree with it or
not. And that goes the same in this situation even though we
don't have a jury of 12, The decision of the Court deserves to
at least be received with respect whether you agree with if or
not, and so we're not going to tolerate any outbursts or any
disruption so if you feel that that's something that you may not
be able to control you may want to remove yourself at this time.

And having said that, is the State ready to proceed
with sentencing? _

MR. JACKSON: State prepared, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Is Defense ready proceed?

MR. HOWLE: Subject to our motion, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Subject to your motion, yes, sir.

All right. At this time, Solicitor, if there's any

A. 1041
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further presentation by the State regarding sentencing if there's
any individuals who wish to be heard I'll be happy to hear from
them at this time.
~ MR.JACKSON: Your Honor, there are a few md1v1duals
that would ]Jke to speak on their particular cases that he pled
guilty to. Is that what you're referring to? -
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
MR. JACKSON: Ibelieve Mr Ammons would like to
address the Court briefly. |
| THE COURT: Allright. .
MR.'JACKS_ON:' Your Honor, Mr. Ammons, I remind the
Court it was his mobile home that was broken into and his gun '
that was stolen and used in these crimes.
THE COURT: Mr. Ammons. _
MR. AMMONS: Your Honor, the one thing that I would
really like to express is my life has been changed forever.
There's no secret now the weapon come from my house. What used
to be a paradise' home where I could let my children ride horses,
strangers come up, we meet, never no fear.‘ Now there's fear. My
life has changed forever. When I see somebody I try tofinda -
gun, rifle, something, 'cause I'm scared. I'm scared to even
leave my -- back four years ago leave my daughter at home, I
learned how valuable life is, and there's no guarantees for
tomorrow. There's nights that I don't go to bed afraid that
somebody is going to-get the up on me.:- My life has been qhanged
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1 forever. When I come home at night I'm scared to go in my own
2 house afraid of what might be there. ‘' I'm more afraid of the

3 unknown and life has not -- life is unknown. We don't know

4 | what's going to happen tomorrow. It's as if it happened

5 | yesterday. And when my weapon was stole and the first night the |
6 | person got murdered, I got down on my knees and I wept praying
7 | that it was not my weapon. And the next one, then the next one.

8 | Mylife what used to be a paradise, if you come to my house if

9 | you wanted something to drink or wanted to ride a horse or
10 | something, come on, children whatever. And ﬁow when people come,
11 | ifX don't know you I'm scared ‘cause I don't — I'm just scared

12 | of the unknown. And I have prayed for this Court. Ihave prayed
13 | for the victims' families. And on the other side, I have prayed

14 | for them 'cause life is so valuable. When my children leave I

15 | knew more that I might not never see them again and try -- they
16 | 18, 191 try to give them a hug. My son tried to be aydungman,
17 | daddy, you ain't got to hug me. But when ybu been there, you

18 | knowit. Life changes every day and it has scarred me for life.

19 | Andit's just -- if's Just one of those things I probably won't
20 | never get over. And]I just pray for everybody in this courtroom
21 | andIreally don't know what - what the answer is. It happenéd.
22 | Itis something bad that's happened. But we all need to pray for
23 | everybody. And as I coachl try to be a positive person. Itry

24 |- to find positive in this and the only way I can handle it is put

25 | it in the Lord's hands because it's more than I can conceive,
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l;lore tﬁm I can handle, 'éause my life has been changed forever.
And I thank you for letting me come up here a minute.
THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Ammons. I appreciate you
being here today. |
MR. JACKSON: = Your Honor, this is Mr. Chris Gainey. He
testified it was his father Cliff Gainey who was the victim in
this case. |
THE VICTIM ADVOCATE: Christopher wanted to address the
Court and how he's kind of - he doesn't know exactly how to .
start it. But I think what he wanted to say a few minutes before
court he was talking to me, and he said that he as a young boy-
grew up with his dad and they fished and did a lot thmgs
together and then there became a space where the family split.
And then he came back to know h1s dad again and lived with him
and they were trying to make it go. And they fished and watched
TV and movies and had a good time, and his parents were trying to
get back together. And now he said he's lost. He doesn't want |
to watch movies and just -- he doesn't — that's missing and
that's some of the things he wanted me to tell you.
MR.GAINEY: The only thing I really remember be used to
always comment on me being -- just always said I look just like
him. My mama still says the same thing. -Really have not much -
memories t.ogetﬁer but still perish them. - '
TI—IECOURT: Mr. Gainey, I'm 50 sorry for your loss and

I appreciate you being here, sir.
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MR.GAINEY: Thank you.

MR. JACKSON: Robbie Burgess. Your Honor, this is Mr.

Robbie Burgess. He's the brother of Christopher Burgess
currently serving our country. '

MR. BURGESS: Your Honor, this is from Ms. Christine

Burgess and my family. Christine is my mother. To the Courts
and the honorable judge who presides here today, I never thought
a day would come for me to see the death of a child of mine
before I left this earth. I assure you it's not a good feeling.

T know this because it happened to my son Christopher and my

family. I want the Courts to know that a father was taken away

| from his son and his family. Christopher will never be able to

do all of the things a father and son would do together. A hole

is in my heart and my family's where my son Christopher was and
if hurts really bad. Not one day gdes by that we don't miss him
tremendously. We all loved him dearly. The pain and suffering
of this family will never go away. We yearn for time to be with
us each day especially on birthdays, holidays, and family
gatherings. The pride and joy of our family was taken away on
October 13th, 2004, and can never be replaced. Your Honor, we
want you to know as afamilythatwewantto see justice served
today, September 11th, 2008. We have waited patiently, Your

Honor, and now at this hour the wait is over. These are our true

| feelings and we are still hurting inside. Just being here today

is very hard and painful. Being here just opens and hopefully
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1 | closes this matter for myself and other families involved. We

2 | are counting on the justice system to come through and make the

3 | proper decision today. We thank the courts for kindly listening

4 | toour words Your Honor.

5 THE COURT: Thank you very much, Mr. Burgess Again
6 | I'mvery sorry_for your family's loss. |

7 MR. JACKSON: Your Honor. That's all the State has.

8 | Thank you very much.

9 THE COURT: Thank you, Solicitor. _

10 , Mr. Howle, is there any further presentation by the

11 | Defense regarding sentenéjng or if anyone wishes to address the

12 | Court I'll be happy to hea; from them. :

13 MR.HOWLE: Your Honor, we spoke to the family before
14 | they left yesterday, the grandmother and cousin who was here.

15 { All of them testified before Your Honor and they just indicate |

16 | that they just not feel they emotionally could come here and

17 | talk. .

18 THE COURT: All right.

19 MR. HOWLE: . Your Honor, we would just reiterate .
20 mitigaﬁoﬁ we think has established through the testimony.

21 : THE COURT: Mr. Bryant, is there anything you wish to
22 | tell the Court or wish to discuss with the Court? You certamly '
23 | have.that nght to address the Court at this time and I'll be

24 | happy to hear from you 1f you wish.

25 o . (Attorneys confer with defendant.)
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1 MR. HOWLE: Your Honor, he - like you said yesterday,
2 Ijustdon'ftbinkhe’dﬁketota]kbmonhisbeha]fandvizhatl

3 | think he would say if he could is pretty much spelled out in the

4 | letter he wrote the Tietjen family which was in evidence, Your

5 | Honor. | |

6 THE COURT: Yes, sir, and I did review that.

7 MR.HOWLE: Thank you, sir.

8 THE COURT: TIs there anything else, Mr. Bryant?

9 THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

10 THE COURT:  Anything, Mr. Howle, Mr. Clark?
11 MR. HbWLE: - No, sir.

12 MR. CLARK: No, sir.

13 THE COURT: Allright. Well, ladies and gentlemen, as
14 | you're aware I have numerous indictments and charges and I'll -

15 | begin with the sentence of the Court on indictment

16 | 2006-GS-43-702. That is an indictment for threatening the life

17 |- of a public employee. The sentence of the court is that you be

18 commifted to the county detention center for a period of 30 days
19 | andI give you credit for the time that you have served regarding
20 | that, that charge. And indictment 2004-GS-40-10096, a charge out
le of Richland County and that being the charge of assault and

22 | battery with intent to kill. The sentence of the Court is that
23 | you be committed to the :State Départment of Corrections for a
24 | period of 20 years. With regards to indictment 2006-GS-43-701,
25 | and that was earlier assault and battery with intent to kill
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1 | charge wason the assault of Mr. Clinton Brown. In

2 | 2006-GS-43-701, that was the assault with intent to kill, assault
and battery with intent to kill on the officer Larry Justice,
Sentence of the court is that you be committed to the State

[F3]

Department of Corrections for a period of 20 years. Regards to
indictment 2006-GS-43-700, and let me, Solicitor if I may, just

< o o b

so that I'll be clear on the record. There were some

o0

indictments, multiple count indictments and Y have sentencing -
9 sheets o those counts that I do not have a sentencing sheet on
10 and am I assuming that charge is being dismissed or nol prossed.

11 _ MR. JACKSON: That's correct, Your Honor, count two.
12 THE COURT: Count two of that indictment, possession of

13 | stolen handgun is being dismissed or nol prossed. Sentence of
14 'the court regarding count one ofthat in&ictment, murder, is
15 | that, sir, you be committed to the State Department of
16 éo:rections for the remaining term of your natural life without
17 | possibility of parole. On indictment 2006-GS-43-697, that is the
18 | burglary first charge for entering the dwelling of Mr. James
19 | Ammons and taking of the weapon, the sentence of the Court is
20 | that you be committed to the State Department of Corrections for
21 | the remainder of your natural life without possibility of parole. _
22 | Onthe indictment 2006-GS-43-696, burglary in the second degree
.23 | for the break-in of Mr. Robert Dennis' property, the sentence of |
24 | the Court is that you be committed to the StateVI)épartznent of
25 | Corrections for a period of 15 years.. Regarding indictment
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2006-GS-43-698, which is a multiple count indictment. Count four
of that indictment, possession of a stolen handgun is being
dismissed pursuant to this, your plea. But with regards to count

 three, arson in the second degree, the sentence of the Court is

that you be committed to the State Department of Corrections for
a period of 25 years, With regards to count two of that

" | indictment, burglary in the first degree, the Court — the

sentence of the Court is that you be committed to the State
Department of Corrections for the remainder of your natural life
without possibility of parole. And regarding count one of that
indicuneﬁt which is the murder of Mr. Clifton Dale Gainey, the
sentence of Court is that you be committed to the State
Department of Corrections for the remainder of your natural life
without the possibility of parole. With regards to indictment
2006-GS-43-699, in regards to count three of that indictmient,
possession of a stolen handgun, the sentence of the Court is that
you be committed to the State Department of Corrections for a
period of five years. Regarding count two of that indictment,
armed robbery, which was the armed robbery of Mr. Willard
Tietjen, the sentence of the Court is that you be committed to
the State Department of Corrections for a period of 30 years.

4Regarding count one of that indictment 2006-GS-43-699, the charge -

of murder, the Court does find beyond a reasonable doubt the
existence of the following statutory aggravating circumstance:
that the defendant committed murder while in the commission of a
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1 | robbery while armed with a deadly weapon, to wit, a Smith and

2 Wesson .40-caliber semiautomatic handgun. Now although

3 Mr. Bryant pled guilty to that charge of armed robbery the Court

4 is of the opinion and wants the record to reflect that

5 independent of that gullty plea the Court is of the opihion that

6 the State did provide substantial evidence, both direct and

7 circumstantial, that prove Mr. Bryant guilty of that charge

8 beyond a reasonable doubt. Now in addition to the evidence that

9 was presented to establish that statutory aggravating

10 | circumstance of armed robBery the Court spent many hours

11 | reviewing all of the other evidence submitted by both the State

12 | and the Defense in establishing any nons;tattrtory aggravating

13 | circumstances as well as the SEMOU and nonstatutory

14 | mitigating circumstances. And after completely reviewing and
15 | examining all of the evidence presented the Court has reached the
16 | following verdict: The defendant, Stephen Corey Bryant entered a
17 | plea of guilty to the offense of murder: The Court has

18 | detérmined that the defondant should be sentenced today. .

19 He is now asked — and Mr. Bryant, I now ask you, is
20 | there anything further that'you wish to say as to why the -

21 | judgment of law and the sentence of this Court should not now be
22 | pronounced against you? | ' |
23 THE DEFENDANT: No,.sir. .
24 - THE COURT: Allright, sir. Then it is the judgment of
25 | the law and the sentence of tﬁe Court that you, Stephen Corey
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| Bryant, prisoner at the bar, be taken to the jail here in Sumter

County and then to the State penitentiary henceforth to be kept
in close and safe confinement until thel4th day of November, 2008
upon which day between the hours of 12:00 noon and 11:59 p.m. you
shall suffer death by electrocution or lethal injection in the |
manner provided by law. Mr. Bryant, may the Lord have mercy upbn
your soul, /sir. |

As the trial judge in this case arid in this action in
the prior — and prior to the imposition of the death sentence
upon the defendant Stephen Corey Bryant I find as an affirmative
fact that the evidence of this case warrants the imposition of
the death penalty, and that it's imposition is not a result of
any prejudice, passion, or any other arbitrary factor but solely
based on the facts and the evidence presented by both the State
and the Defense during the course of these proceedings. That is
the sentence of the Coui;t. _

(Defendant is removed from the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Mr. Clark, Mr. Howle, anything further from

Defense at this time?
MR. HOWLE: Not at this point.
MR. CLARK: No, sir. |

THE COURT: All right. All right, Solicitor, does that

conclude any business of the -- from the Solicitor's Office?
This is a general session term of court. Is there anything
further for the Court this week?

A. 1051
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MR. JACKSON: Your Hbﬁor, that concludes this term of
general séssions court. | _

THE COURT: I want to thank everyone that has been
involved, tﬁe attorneys both the State and Defense, the respect
you've shown the Court and the diligence by which you represented
your client's interest and the professionalism that you showed
it's been exemplar and I appreciate it and \;forlcing with everyone
in this case. I want to thank you, having said that this term of
Court is adjourned and sirie die.

. # % * END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD * * *
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT . 3

THE COURT: This is the. preliminary hearing regarding

Stephen C. Brya-nt.' Mr. Bryant. is present in
the courtrocom with his counéel, Mr. Jack Howle.
Mr. Bryant is charged witﬁ tws counts of
burglary in the £first degree under warrants
H782547 and 549. Mr. Bryant is charged with
three counts of murder under warrants'H‘7825’4'e,
782551 ;alnd 553. One count .0of £first degree
arson under warrant H782557. One count 6f_
.armed robbery under 782558 and omne “coupt of
possession of a weapon during the commission of
a violent crime under 782559. Mr. Howle, do
you waive reading? '

MR. HOWLE: Yes, r_na'am.

THE COURT: All right. Sargent 'Turner, you. have been
sworn earlier t:éday and I will .remind you that
you are -8till under oath and ask you to go
ahead, please. ’

MR. TURNER: Judge, on October the 8th of this yea::-,

this day begins with a series of events

-involving Mr. Cord Bryant, Stephen Cord Bryant.

On that d.ay,' sometime between the hours of

around 2:30 that afterncon, Mx. James Amos who |

lives 'a'll_'- - 'Road reports to the

gheriffis office that his Smith and Wesson 40 |

P BT V- AR —— .
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STATEY OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT ‘4
caliber hand gun was stolen from his regidence.
He. provided a serial number for that weapon
which we put in the NCIC as a stolen weapon.
Later on that same day, around'6=30 i_n the
afternoon, Mr. Clint Brown was fishing and this

case involves the same suspect, but actually

occurred in Richland County. It was a chain of

events done by Mr. Bryant. Mr. Brown.was shot
in the back while fishing at the Wateree llziver
Bridge on #- He drove himself to Tuomey
Hospital where a 40 caliber projectile was
removed from his back. Also found at the scene

was a 40 caliber Winchester shell casing. The

next event that happened was on October the 9th

at around 8:00 in the evening. The body of
Clifton Gainey was found on Bell's Mil]: Road.
ﬁr. Gainey had been shot three times. At that
time, two Winchester 40 cali'ber ghell casings
were found on the ground. On the 12th of
October, I went back out there v;ith another

detective and found an additional 40 caliber

shell casing and a bullet which would have been

located near where the head was locatéd £from
the 8scene on October the 9th. An autopsy

revealed that Mr. Gainey was shot three times.

CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 Blanding Street, Suise 1B/ Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 252-3445 7 (800) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT .5

'f\ 1 Once  in the baclt, once in the 'right shoulderx
2 which exited the right shoulder and went into

3 the jaw. I believe that was the bullet that I

4 recovered on the 12th.and then once through the

S5 left hand. On October the %th at around 8:40

6 in the evening, the Sumter Fire Department

7 responded to a fire at - - .Street.

8 This is the residence of Clifton Gainey.  Upon

9 theixr arrivel, they found a fire prvimarily

10 | - confined to the living room area, actually to

11 . a couch. The fire was extinguished and the

12 couch removed from that residence. Also, noted

/'\ i3 " at that time by. the ex-wife and son wae that a
14 . large, a 36 ' inch color TV and VCR/DVD player

15 . ... the DVD player and the surround sound were

16 . missing _frem the residence. They were there at

17 ..around 5:00, 5: 00 to 5:30 that day when they

18 .were at the resldence prior. -Investlgator

19 Bryan Hotton was called in by me to investigate.

20 that fire and determined that the fire was most

21 | likely caused by open flames to the couch.

22 : .There was no other source, in other worde, no

23 . electrical wire, there was no ... e{rerything

‘24 _' else was ruled out with no flammable liquids

~ 25 - feur}d.. The only v'Ja'}r'. ... the only means was the

o CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 Blanding Street, Suite IB / Columbia, SC 29201
- (803) 252-3445 /(800) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT ' 6

couch was set on fire and it's our belief that
it was set on fire to cover the stealing of the
TV and stuff. On October the 9th at around
5:44 p.mn., Ms. Mildred Tietjen had been trying
to contact her husband during the day.ét their
residence of [l T T B -
Tietjen called his cell phone and a male
answered the phone. When 8she asked for her
husband, tﬂe malémtold'her that he had killed
him. It kind of stunned hef, sc there was a
few more words and then she contacted her
daughter who also made a phone call to the
phone and the same person answé?ed again éaying

that he killed Mr. Willard Tietjen and her

husband also made a call. After that call, he

wouldn't answer the phone. Ms. Tietjen
contacted the sheriff*gs department who
reaponded and upon entry to.the house, we found
the body of Mr. Willard Tietjen located between
the dining r&om ~and living- room areé. An
autopsy revealed that he had been shot nipe
times. At this scene and on this date, eight
shell casings, 40 caliber Winchester shell
casings were recovered froﬁ the .reaidence.

Also, several items were taken from the

1059
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"list. That wag just some of the things that we

around 2:30 in the afternoon, there found in

' Mr. Bryant's house was the missing coler TV,

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT 7
residence to include a Pentex camera apd a jug
that was full of change. Some items of

Shriner's like jury or emblems. It's quite a

recovered in which I'll go into a little later.
On October l':he 13th at around 7:00 a.m., 'the_
body of Mr. Christopher Burgess was found on
Foxboro Road -approximately one-half a mile
north of [ N B =- wa..s- four.lid.and.‘then
found that; he was ~shot twicé with two 40
caliber Winche_ster shell casings were located
at that scene. That :is all the crimes that Mrz.
Bryant_:. has been - charged with'. - Oon
in.'irestigation, we developed that Mr. Bryant as
a or I developed Mr. Bryant as 'a suspect
starting October the llth or a potential
suspect. The investigatiqn revealed that he
was a ... that_.he_ was a good suspect and
evident at the.» scene at Chris'_topher Burgess!
murder which Iled' us back to Mr. Bryant. Mr.
Bryant, two,searct'x war.rants were executed on

Mr. Bryant's house ‘on October the 13th. At

VCR of Mr. Gainey's. ‘A" 40 caliber pistol

CREEL COURT REPORHNG INC.
1116 Blandin g Street, Sulte 1B /Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 252—344 5/ (800) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT . 8

stolen fxrom the Amos' residence was recovered
from his truck. On that ... later that day or
the next day or two, we already had preliminary
results and all the shell casings up to the
Burgess murder, all the incidents involving
shootings had been matched to one gun. That

was a dead match to the Burgess shell casings

"along with the-other shell casinge were matched

to the 40 caliber shell ... I mean, the 40
caliber Smith and Wesson that Mr. Amos had

reported stolen that was found in Mr. Bryant's

- truck. He was arrested and Miranda- by me, also

Miranda by SLED agent Bo Baldwin and Stan Smith

of the Richland County Sheriff's office and
Captain, David Caldwell of SLED, Investigator
Florence and Mark Treat from' SLED. He then
gave a sgtatement, a written statement that

night which he admitted to all of ‘these crimes.

He was subsequently charged the next day on

warrants. On Friday afternoon, which would
have been the 15th, he made contact with myself

and Investigator Florence and he took us out

and showed us where the cell phone that he'd

taken from the Tietjen's house and the jug of

the ... the plastic jug of all the money that

CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 B Street, Suite 1B / Columbia, SC 29201
(303) 252-3445 / (800) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT E
was taken out of. ‘He told us that he had taken
the money to Bi-Lo where he exchanged it for
currency. We then todk him back to the office
-and done . another waiver of - rights. He
understand his rights and he gave us a seven
page written statement ~written in his
héndwriting in wﬁich.he admitted again to all

the offenses.

THE. COURT: Is there anything further, Sargent Turner?

MR .

THE
MR.
MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

TURNER: No, ma'am.

COURT: Mxr, Howle?

HOWLE: The seven page -written: statement, what

date was that written?

TURNER: That would be on the 15th.
HOWLE: October 15th?
TURNER: Yes, sir.

HbWLE: And the first oral statement when you say

you went there when he--admitted all the crimes,
'thﬁt was on.Octobef‘the 8th?

TURNER: In a written statement also signedi by
him.'A . | j
HOWLE: All right. So, there was a written

statement also on the 8th?

MR. TURNER: NOpxsir. That would have been October

the 13th, the day of his arrest.

. CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 Blmdbzg.swet, Suite 1B / Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 252-3445 ] (800) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT

10

HOWLE: October the 13th, okay. . All xright. You

say you'felt he was a suspecé on the 1lith, but

you didn't actually go and

conversation with him.until the 13th?

have any

TURNER: No. I had a conversation with him on

the 12th.
HOWLE: No statements of any kind given

TURNER: No, sir.

then?

HOWLE: The gun that you say you found in Mr.

Bryant's truck, that was the same weapon that

was taken from Mr. Amos' house?

:TURﬁﬂna Yes, sir. Matched by the serial number.

HOWLE: All right. Has any forensics

been done

on that  to show that was the same - gun that

fired any of the shells that killed these other

individuals?

TURNER: All bullets have matched and all -the

shell casings were matched.
HOWLE: They definitely were from that
weapon? ‘

TURNER: Yes, sir.

particular

HOWLE: All right. And that's a 40 ....

TURNER: It's a Smith and Wesson 40 cal

iber.

HOWLE: Okay. Any physical evidence that you've

developed 1in the investigation to

show Mr.

- CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 Blanding Street, Suite 1B / Cobumbia, SC 29201
" (303) 252-3445 / (800) 822-0896
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' STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA VS. BRYANT 11.

'f\' 1 Bryant's presence at any of_.lthese scenes;
2 footprints or fingerprints or anything of that .

3. nature? '
4 MR. TURNER: At the Tietjen murder, there's DNA
5 . evidence that conclusively says he was there
6 and being that he smoked a cigarette and a
7 cigar at that residence._ .We've got videotape
8 o_f him made that afternoon after the "rietjen
9 murder in Bi-Lo's exchanging "the money and
10 having a video tape of the .Gainey murder
11 earlier- that day which he said he was with Mz.
12 - Gainey and that video tape of him and Mr.
"\ 13 Gainey together in his vehicle prior to the
14 . murder and I have a witness t'hat. on Saturday
15 : afternoon of the Gainey murder, he saw two
16 white maies in a blue Chevrolet pick up truck
17 t.:u'rn onto Bell'g Mill Road and it was like 7:00
18 ;haf evening j‘usc pric;'r to his. body. being
19 | found. On Christopher l'au-rgess,_ we have video
20 tape with ‘Mr. Burgeés-énd Mr. Bryant inside of
21 . the ... it's an Exxon station located at Family
22 Livestock and #- wegt towards the Base and
23 . the wii:ﬁes_s there, the cashier seen them
24 talking and shaking hands. Mr. Bryant ... Mr.
' 25 Burgéss leaves or Mr. Bryant walks out’ first'

CREEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
_ 1116 Bl Street, Suite 1B / Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 252-3445 1 (80Q) 822-0896
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA V3. BRYANT 12

and then Mzr. Burgess behind him and
approximately three hours later, Mr. Buxgeas
was found dead. Aiso, we recovered Mr. Burgess
had made a purchaae'at Wal-Mart for four rib-
eye steaks and we recoverea one package of rib-
eye steaks from his resgidency. We also have
the matching receipt that found on Mr. Burgess'
person. He took the steaks from Mr. Burgess'
and went back home ‘and put them in his

refrigerator.

MR. HOWLE: And those steaks were bought where?

MR. TURNER: At Wal-Mart at arxound 2:30 that morning,

. theé day he was killed and also, in reference to

that in 4:00. in the morning, we have video tape

of Mr. Bryant at McDonald's on - -

which is 20 minutes later or within 20 minutes,
het's at the next 1location where he had a
picture of Mr. Burxgess and Mr. Bryant in the

same ... inside of that store.

MR. HOWLE: And you've got on these steaks, you say

MR.

KR.

MR.

Mr. Burgess bought these steaks at Wal-Mart ...

TURNER: Around 2:30 that morning.

HOWLE: And they were found at Mr. Bryant's

house?

TURNER: Yes, sir.

CREFEL COURT REPORTING, INC.
1116 Blanding Street, Suite 1B / Cohunbia, SC 29201
(803) 252-3445 / (300) 822-0896
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—~ STATE OF SOU'I‘H. CAROLINA.VS. BRYANT ' 13
- .1 MR. HOWLE: And it's the same brice and everything
2 - else.as the ... 5
3 MR. TURNER: One .. two of the steaks had already
4 been eaten. I mean, and this was a couple of
5 ~ days that -we discovered this, but when we
6 gquestioned the girlfriend abﬁut it, she said,
7' oh, yeah, he brought some steaks home and put.
8 . .them in the refrigerator and I still have some
9 " and Investigator Clark went -out there and she
10 had‘alrea@y bpened them. . She had just cooked
11 one and it was the Wal-Mart and their packaging
12 . and it was the exact price: There was two
'(\. ©13 . prices on’ there on the reﬁeipt_and it was the
. ‘14 exact price of one of those packets,
15 ﬁR. HOWLE:.okay.- The video that you said was with
