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Dr. Janice Ross - Cross by Mr. Floyd

247
clumsy, can't they?
A | It's beyond my expertise.
Q What do they do? What dé barbiturates do?
A It's a sedative. But testing tissue for'd;ugs shows
you what's there. The amount ié nbt - has not beeﬁ

researched enough in most cases to know how it affects the
person. So when YOﬁ don't have a blood sample to do a
quantity of certain drugs, you can't be sure if they had a

toxic level or therapeutic level or nontherapeutic level.

Q " But you know it's in their system?
A Correct.
O  And if it's in their system, it could impact them the

way the drug manufacturers suggest. are possible

"contraindications?

A | _Yes.

Q S0 1if a drug had a contraihdicétion df suicidal
ideation or suicidal behavior, then that could'affect it?
A . If that's what‘they havé.résearched, yéé.

Q One other thing, did you come up with a date of

death, Dr. Ross?

A That's impossiblef The state of the tissue doesn't
tell you -- there's no way to know exactly how long'that
person has been dead. There's too many variables.

They're above ¢ground, underground, in water, what the

temperature is, what their temperature was when they died,
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Dr. Janice Ross - Redirect by Ms.:Patterson o
' - 1248

et ceEera, et cetera. So the most important revidence as

"to when they died is when fhey were first hoted to be
missing or if they're in a homé,'wheh the last time they

- got mail, for instance.

VQ Of the last time they used a phoheé

‘A .Correct. - | | -

Q Did you come up with a.ranQe for dqte of death --

A' " No. | |

Q -- in this case?

A The date'that I was givén waé'from‘the‘cogoner due to

when shé was said to be missihg,'l.belieye;'
Q . So yoﬁ‘didn‘t do ény‘studies'ioufself to deterhihe‘
date of death? ~ |
A There are no studies.
MR. FLOYD:  Thank ybu. -No furthef questions.
MS!VPATTERSON:. Just briéfly; | R -

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. PATTERSON:

Q Dr. Réss, I beiieve.you téétified that Sﬁateﬂs‘
EXhibiﬁ 140 and 141, this photograph of the laceratién
linéd.up with one-of‘the places of her skull fracture,

correct?

A Yes.
.Q " And Mr. Floyd asked you about’ if a:cement block could.
have caused a skull fracture. And could a‘cement block
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Thomas Griffin - Direct by Ms. Patterson

383
right back behind Rush's.
)Q Aﬁd is there any type of medical faéility in this
picture?' | |
A It is. It's directly across 26. This is Lexington
Medical Center here.
Q Can you circle 1it?
A (Witness complied.)
Q -In your experience in being an officer with West
Columbia, about how far a distance is that from the
hospital to.Linnet Drive?
A I would say half mile at most .
Q And about how long would it take to get there?
A Less than two minutes.
Q - Thank you.
A (Witness returns to seat.)
Q .And in your exberience as being an officéf with West

- Columbia Police Department, do you have any information

about response time on an emergency call?
A Yes ma'am, in my experience, the city being as small

as it i1s and the number of officers that we do have,

" typically, working‘every 24 hours, response time to an

emergency call is two minutes. or less. That's one of the
benefits of being in West Columbia.
Q So if someone had an emergéncy and called for help,

y'all could potentially arrive there in --
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