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with that suggest that you didn't complete the STRONG

program. You walked away, correct?

that, Your Honor.

you can hear what they prepared, Mr. Wehrman, why don't I

what's transpired, because all I know is this has
occurred, and I remember the case because we went to

great lengths to talk about the order which was attached

(March 5, 2019.)
THE COURT: ‘Mr. Bunton? Nice to see you
again.

I've been advised and informed and provided

THE DEFENDANT: There was more to it than

THE COURT: Well, why are: we here,
Mr. Wehrman?

MR. WEHRMAN: Your Honor, obviously, this has
been a pretty short notice thing. T haven't had a chance
to talk to him.

THE COURT: Talk to him, absoclutely. He
left?

AGENT FLEMING: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Tell you what: So

go ahead and place her under oath and let her tell .me

to the sentencing sheet.

THE COURT: If you would give us your full
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name, please, and then tell me what occurred.

complete the STRONG program, and if he did not complete

probation office following his unsuccessful discharge

for a second.

AGENT FLEMING: Teela Fleming.
THE COURT: Yes, Ms. Fleming?
AGENT FLEMING: Mr. Bunton was sentenced on

Match 1st. A special condition of that sentérice was to

the program that he would be revoked. And he was
admitted to the program on 3/1719, walked away from the.
program on 3/3/19, failed to make any contact with the

from the program by violating condition ten in that he
failed to follow advice and instruction of the agent.

We looked for him, got some tips on his
location, and he ‘was arrested today.

THE COURT: Okay. So he didn't report to.
you? You went to him?

AGENT FLEMING: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Wehrman, if you

want to take a moment and talk to him, we'll be at ease

(Recess taker.)

THE COURT: This is back on the Bunton. ¢ase.

MR. WEHRMAN: Given the situation he's in, T
think it's probably best if we take it until next week,

if that's all rTight? Are you available next week?
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and he'll be talking with you.

have -a hearing.

AGENT FLEMING: Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Becausé I'm here doing pleas, if

MR. ‘WEHRMAN: Anything you need —-

THE COURT: fWhatéVer'Y@HjheedﬂméﬁtO:db»for?
that, I'11 be happy to:

Mr. Bunton, your lawyer has had a chance to

speak~with‘yéu; I'm going to be here next. week holding

court here, and he's requested some additional time to
talk with you about this, so I'm going to give him that.
We'll postpone this hearing until next week, but right

now, ‘there will be no bond, but I'1ll be here next week,
Thank you, sir. You'll be held until we can

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded.)
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Charles Joseph Buntori
‘Piobation Violation: Hearing:
March 15, 2019 |

¢hronology of what happened. But we W

PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: ALl right. THahk you very much. We

were together when we had Mr. Bunton picked up concerning
the alleged violation of his probation that I imposed
when I sentenced him. uAndﬁyQu néw have had an

epportunity, Mr. Wehrman, to discuss the matter with him?

MR. WEHRMAN: I have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: ALl right. I’1l be happy to hear from

‘you.

MR. WEHRMAN:  Your Honoer ~--

THE COURT: --- excuse me, the record just briefly,

the issue was that. he walked out from Strong and didn’t

consent .order that'was a part of the plea incorporated

that he would complete that. as being a condition of his
probation, ‘a mandatory condition.

MR. WEHRMAN: That's: correct, Your Honor.
apologize.

MR. WEHRMAN: No apology necessary, Your Honor.

Thank you. So, what has happened here and really the

order itself doesn’t leave much room: for much to happen:

But. there is an issue that in talking with Mr. Bunton he

would like me to .raise here-that.Iﬂneedvtoggiye sort of a

ould be asking Your
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‘Probation Violation Hearing:
March 15, 2019 ”

Honor to let him withdraw the plea. BAnd we went through

did try to investigate this the best I could but it.
unfortunately wasn’t any recording of the conversations
in question.

had discussions with the Strong program to even get.
accepted. In the course of those discussions his
‘recollection of those discussions is certainly that he
was told he would have to work ten to twelve hours.

He was also notified of the fact that because he had
previously: 3'b__e"e'n: ‘enrolled in the Strong program: it: -;wdu:_"l"d?
‘be. ‘guote unquote made harder for him: When he arrived at
Strong on Friday he tells me that he was then given this
idea that there would be a contract.

And this is something that I understand that Strong
the' contract laid out the details of how it would be
harder. But one of those p_ar.t:icuul_ar details You-r- Honor
is apparently that hé would be required to de not twelve
hours of work but up to seventeén hours of wWork:

Your: Honor that apparently is. not something that Mr.
Bunten was able to do. He tells me. that he did stay for

‘aday or two and try. He deteriinéd that he wasn®t.goifig
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Charles Joseph Bunton
Probation Violation Hearing:
March 15, 2019

‘to' be able that and he did leave. Now on the back end of
sure the Probation officer: would make this quite clear.
‘But. he tells me he left on a Sunday evening.

When. he woke up on ‘Monday he had learned that the

panicked Your Honor. And he tells me that he did, and
there are ‘Some text messages that indicate that he
‘basically pahicked and recognized that he ‘had left and
was in a bad state, Your Honor.

And you know we understand that if we are allowed to
withdraw this plea he probably is not going to get any

little .more. than he. can chew by ‘doing that.

But we would make that request, Your Honmor. And T
think that certainly & withdrawal of & plea is a
discretionary decisioen for Your Honor and I think it
would be within your discretion to do that if you 'see fit

under the circumstances.

some mistakes following his leaving of Strong. .He
regrets that and he. understands that he is: not really in

& state to be out in the world just yet and he’s going to
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Charles Toseph Bunton
Probation Violation Hearing:
March 15, 2019 |

:need some help. ‘And. I do want to say to Your Honor that

I truly believe that the initial desire to seek out help
in this case was legitimate. I do not think this is a
situation where he had this grand,pian allsalgng'to get
out on Friday and leave on a Sunday.

otherwise but I do want to put that on the record Your

Honor that I do think that he doeS‘genuinély*want;ﬁo

change his life. Unfortunately, things obviously wernt
south in this situation.

And we would ask Your Honor to consider that as a
possible option for him to sit some more time in County
andfhopefuily revisit this issue on a later date.

THE COURT: ALl right. Anything you want to say,
Mr. Bunton?

MR. BUNTON: Yes, sir. I had every ‘intention. of

doing this program: I‘dbviously“did not know about. the

contract until 1 got there. And I should have handled it

better and I should have told them at the get on when

‘they mentioned the_coﬁtract_jusﬁmgo ahead and take me

back so I can discuss this with Probation.

I should have reported straight to Probation Monday

‘me I should have called him and told him to come pick me

up; I'm here. To be completély,honést'at“that point I

1
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Charles Toseph Bunton
Probation
March 15,2019

iolation Hearing:

just BadWagphysical;Craving'desire:to jUSt*get high and

hide from reality. And honestly the last few years of my

life have been about getting high and hiding from
reality. -Aulbach has been nothing but patient with me.
I ‘can’t blame him .for his position:right:now;

.Hgisﬁtcld'me=bef0ﬁe:that if ‘I just had been honest

‘him what was going' on that he could. have done something

for me; that Probation could. have ‘found an. option for me.

And T haven’t done that this entire time until SC Strong

because it was offered to me,

I don”t know what I”ve done with my life. I don’t
like who T have become.. }den'tvlike the things that
I've done: I remember as a teenager I was ‘eleven years
old and I was learning how to build websites from
scratch. At fifteen I could build computers from scratch

-—. and at the same-time-atufifteengl'started;getting'high

-and got expelled from school for the first time.

From there it went to: shooting up to smoking crack
in and out of jail and in and out of prison. I've got to
stop this. I've got a six year old kid out there that I

haven’t seen for his birthday for the last three years.

His mother is in Alaska. My Mom and stepfather are out
‘there raising my son because I can’t keep my life

‘together. If y'all are willing to help me I'm willing to
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Charles Joseph Bunton
.Probation Violation Hearing:
March 15,2019 )

‘take it.

THE COURT: Mr. Buaton, all of that has been said.
MR. BUNTON: T understand.

THE COURT: And I spent a good bit of ‘time because

I’ve been down this road with people that' have gone there
and didn‘t like it. And that’s why I spent the extra
time to go through just what you’re just saying. It is

‘not for everybody. I tell —— I think it’s a fabulous

program éven the 17 hours. So what?
In thHe real world my wife still talks about some of

the jobs -that she had because they picked wup- the phone

and called her at the drop of a hat. On Saturday she

would gétiéqmputen‘WOrkvand ﬁhey;ﬁad=a crisis. She came

home to take a shower one Sunday and went right back.

‘That wasn®t in the contract either. But that’s life.

That’s the way it works.
And ‘you. don’t iust get to say wellﬂgoSh( this is not

fair. BAnd you haven’t figured that out yet. And T

understand you; I hope you’re at the threshold where

you’re going to do something about it.

Refresh my ---'is this the one: that he was -- had a
that sentenced him and he had eight years on that
sentence,

AGENT AULBACH: That’s c¢orrect, Your Henor. ‘Thete

13
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Charles Joseph Bunton
Probation Violation Hearing:
March.15, 2019 |

was a distribution of meﬁﬁyahd;property-crime ——=

THE COURT:  --- ¢Orfect ---
AGENT AULBACH:  -~- and Judge Dickson -—-

THE COURT: -== and so themeightjyears was just

'merely transferred.

AGENT AULBACH:  That's correct.

MR. WEHRMAN: It is, Your Homor. And T maybe
should havé.put this out there before. Just to put on
the record that hi's Qosition as to why he ‘couldn’t ‘do the
seventeen as opposed to the: twelve is there: is a medical
condition that -—-—

THE COURT: --— I .don’t care what it is ———

MR. WEHRMAN: ~ --- I understand, Your Honor ——-

?HE CQURT? === M?AlWﬁhrman; I don’t care. I mean
seriously. I don’t -- and I'm not being harsh I just
don’t care. You chose it. You asked me for it. And you
got it. But from the standpoint of where we are the

viclation was this charge, correct, of Judge Dickson’s

probation. And you were going to ask me to revoke him in

full.
AGENT AULBACH:  Your Honor, I actually offered
Strong to Mr. Bunton —-=

THE COURT: ~——— oh, T know you did. 1 understand.

But the option: was to take ‘Strong or get the full

revocatiocr.
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March: 15, 20

‘Charles Joseph Bunton:
‘Probation Violation Hearing:
19 B

AGENT: AULBACH:  Absolutely, :Your Honor:

THE COURT: ‘And I .get that.

AGENT AULBACH: And if I -- I"m sorry.

THE: COURT: fﬁéﬁ that’s fine. So we’re just
~postpbning_thé ihevitabiefbécauéeql'ggaragtee you;ﬁﬁat

I'm going to do: I méan ‘there is no guestion about that.

He needs; to-go to Jail again seo he can get: it in his head

that just what he.said when he gets. cut nobody ought to

have to go to him. He ought to be knocking doors down to

get help. And I hope he does.

But the same 'scenario:is going to happen again until

time to get high again because I'm in a mess. That’s the

‘way you .get- rid of your mess because when you’'re high
‘hey, everything is. geod; I'm good.

We all do it. I don’'t do it: with drugs, Sometimes
I 'go home and the first thing I want is to get a drink..

I don’t do it every day but I"1ll confess that. T just

need to take the edge off. That’s an addiction. There’s

‘no. question.about that. I acknowledge that to you.

Thank God itfhaSh’t:gOne any&fﬁrther=ﬁhan that. But

‘there is no queéstion that’s why I have this compulsion to

everything”s good. Well, that’s not me making it fine.

‘That’s alcohol makifig it fifie. And therein lies the

10

15
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talked to -a program I was: .involved with, the Se

problem. And I’m just that step away. Look, I'1l never

forget. Years ago I was Very rude. A fellow came and

Club, and he was with the Head Start Program or Get Smart

Program I think; the Get: Smart Program. ‘And. he was

convicted of manslaughter.

BEnd T remember we were in a small room and .a -friend

of mine was siting across: the table. We were on two

sides of the table and we were rudély talking during his

temarks: T mear he was there to go to the high school to
talk. And :thank goodness: he was kind enough not to call

us out straight up. He said this; I"11 never forget it

asﬂigng as I IivefbeCause_I'CQh ggaranﬁée”it stuck with

me and I wasn’t that rude again.

And it also brought to mind something else. He said

I know what you all are thinking. That’s not you; 1711

never be there. Heé said there is a very ‘thin line

separating you and me. And we don’t think about it

enough.

and there aren’t many pecple that can do that. I was

‘building my own business .and I got involved one afternoon
and went: ‘to-a bar. I started drinking and I met this
person. We. got to be good friends she and I. And I went

‘to her Hotise:. The thing .she didn”t tell me was she was

T1
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‘Charles Joseph Bunton

‘Probation Violation Hearing;

March 15,2019

married and her husband came .home -and. caught us. And I
‘woke Up -on Saturday morning in jail and there is blood on
my shoes. He came in and 1 killed him. He said that’s
}how:qpick;it can ‘happen. ‘And Eﬁenﬂhe hit ‘me, he hit us
with the biggest one. We're going through some tough

‘times now.

I watched the Watergate every hearing. I was

-working:infthe Senate and 1 waiéheagit._sDo.yOu think

anybody-ever thought the Attorney General of the United
States of America would go to jail?

So understand something; I get it and I hope you do

“+00. Butuyou”ve-got tq-ﬁb«someﬁhing-wiﬁh your life. And

Iﬂthe youﬂil do it ‘as soon as yquﬁfiniéh'yOur sentence.
1’11 be happy to det him withdraw the plea to this but
And I"m going to tell. you:what I'm going to do. I’m

going to give you credit for tinie. served on that and

‘tevoke you in full on this or givé you the eight years on

this. It doesn’t make any difference. I'm not geing to
increase it. I’11 do that for you.

But ‘you're going to do the eight years. So it’s up
to. you. 'You can postpone it if you want to if you don't

I will revoke him:in. full and we’ll do ¥t under that or

‘we just simply impese his sentence; whatever you want to

17
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March 15, 2019

aﬁbﬁ;ﬂéaﬁl}g.

do. But youfre going to jail for eight years with credit

for time served. That I promise. 7You want ‘to talk to

[Whereupon, Mr. Wehrman confers with the Defendant]

MR. WEHRMAN Your ‘Honor,. 1. -think we. can go forward

THE COURT: That’s fine. Tet’s just activate this
sentence and. give him the Probation. and give him credit

for any time that he served from:-the time including any

time he served on the previcus one as well. Was he

arrested —- he was arrested on this charge so credit for

all tlme that he served on this Charge_.,,

MR. WEHRMAN: On this charge?

THE COURT:  Yes.

MR, WEHRMAN:  Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Sir, Mr. Bunton, you said
sjome"-tfx’ih‘g' ‘that you weren’t in here when the gentleman 1.

senténced this morning talked. And he, like you, Has

been dealing with drugs all of his life.

But he finally decided because. he met somebody’ and

they have a child and hé found out that he apparently has

a thing for trees. And hé is a Step away from.becoming

an arborist and opening his own business.

And the passion in that man’s voice he'may have

fooled me bit T don’t think so. Hé realized he could be
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Charles Toseph Bunton
‘Probation Violation Hearing;
March 15, 2019 -

somebody. He said I’m smart erough to do this. You just

said semething. Yoh said at fifteen I could build a

computer. Is that what you said?

.. BUNTON: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Do you know how many of us could even —-
I don"t -- I barely know how to just turn the son of a

gun on. But the bottom line is if you’ve got that kind

of capability man -you can make a ton of -- you can do

something in. your life that the sky is the limit. And I

hope you’ll get yourself straight so you can accomplish

that because you deserve it. You really do. So, good
luck to you. sir.
AGENT AULBACH: Your Honer, I'm sorry to interject.

If counsel isn’t opposed would you be -- the ATU program

while he is incarcerated. 1 think he would benefit from

that —=-

THE COURT:: --- ye&s, I think the eight years he
should ‘be ‘able to pick it up. T think you can start in

there and that’s :at least one program they have; they

‘need tons: more. And I’m hopeful that things are going to

change in that regard too. But, T would recommend the --

put- it as recommend the ATU.

AGENT ‘AULBACH:  Yes, sir.

THE COURT:  (Okay. “That’s ‘the addiction treatment

‘unit, okay? Thank you, Mt. Wehrman.

19
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MR. ‘WEHRMAN:

AGENT: AULBACH:

THE ‘COURT:

SkkA kR XEND OF TRANSCRIDPT OF RECORD®*ddh#%k

Thapk -you,.

Thank you, Your Honor.
Thank you, "Your Honor:
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ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

2018A1010205787

“DATE OF_}_\'RREST

1020018

'ACTION OF GRANDJURY
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DOCKET NO: 2019-GS-10-01878
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COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

FEBRUARY TERM
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THE STATE.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal .
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

o‘/ M Candi

Lara M. Caudy /
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 8th day of January, 2020.
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