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this investigation there were various officers that were
involved in the case. I believe Detective Darren Bmick was
assigned as the lead investigator on January the 1lth of
1996.

Through the course of the investigation, Your
Honox, there were -- there were various things done through
the course of investigation that related to drugs relating
to this case. On the 12th of November or -- or excuse me,
the 12th of January Detective Amick met with the narcotics
officers in Pelion, at the Pelion Elementary School. They,
in effect, raided a drug house in Pelion. 2And Detective

Amick reported in his written report that this drug raid met

. with negative results in this case.

In addition, Your Honor, at a later point
somewhere around, I believe it was March, Detective Amick
submitted a report to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and files a report that what they call a VIACAP report. In
that VIACAP report, Your Honor, Detective Amick discloses to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation ~-- there is a
guestionnaire that's filled out. There is around 101
questions. One of those gquestions on the VIACAP report is
"is this case related to organized drug trafficking?" And
Detective Amick indicated on that questionnaire that it was.

Under Rule 401, Your Honor, relevant evidence

means evidence having any tendency to make the existence of
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any fact that is of consequence to the determination of the

action more probable or less probable than it would be
without the evidence. .

Now, I haven't put up a case in defense yet, Your
Honor, but the previous testimony in the 1997 trial was that
this was a drug deal that went bad in my home in Pelion on
January the 8th. Apparently there was sbme investigations
that the Lexington County sheriff's office did about
relating to drug activity regarding this case, and they
interviewed several witnesses and different individuals
regarding drugs.

If the court feels that maybe it's not appropriate

. during the State's case in chief, Your Honor, what I intend

to do in my case is I intend to offer proof that Mr. Welborn
used drugs on or about January the 8th. I intend to offer
proof that Mr. Welborn used drugs on January the 4th, 5th,
and maybe the 6th. I believe there is a videotape that
exists, that I'm trying to get at this moment, that reflects
Mr. Welborn in a motel doing drugs; The drug that Mr.
Welborn was doing was crystal methamphetamine, and I believe
there is a videotape that reflects that.

Detective Amick mentions this videotape in his
investigative report. There is an interview with Mr. --
with Mr. Welborn's ex-wife Ms. Joyce Welborn. In that

video -- or in the interxrview Ms. Welborn mentions the
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existence of a video, because Mr. Welborn had made a
declaration -- a statement to her that he thought that he
was going to die and that the video would explain why.

So, Your Honor, if I'm not allowed to present this
evidence while the State puts up their case, I can
understand it;

I would ask the court -- Mr. Amick and various
inveétigators in this case have been served a subpoena by
the defense. I would ask that the court please allow me to
call those witnesses in my defense, in my case when T put my
defense up as being relevant to my defense.

THE COURT; Now, all right. ©Let me explain this
to you. If 'you wish to call them in your defense, you can
call them as a witness in your defense. You can call
witnesses to present your defense, but whatever testimony
that you are going to ask them to give has to be within the
rules. Okay? And so -- and it's going to have to be
relevant to the case. Of course, it's also going to have to
bé within the rules. So I'm not sure what you are going to
try to ask them, and maybe we need to do that with a proffer
before we put it up before a jury, because it's hard to take
it out of the minds of jurors once it's there.

So the concern would be if vou have direct proof,
that you have some proof of an issue, then you can --

obviously you can proceed on that fashion, if it's relevant
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to this case. However, we have to be within the rules. So
you can't not establish that somebody that was a rumor, a
gossip, an investigation, some hearsay statement that
somebody made out there somewhere about drug use, or
investigation of drug use, or possible drug involvement.
You can't prove a case —— you can't get into that in court,
because it's more prejudicial than probative, unless you
have got something to show, to be able to establish to prove
your case.

MR. STARNES: Yes.

THE COURT: And, for instance, the example I gave
you at the bench when I was talking to you is why you )
couldn't do that. Let's say the police officer said "we

believe —- "we had information to kbelieve that Norman

Starnes killed two other people three years ago before we

started this investigation."” And I said do you think

that's, you know, that would be fair to you, when you are
being tried for murder charges, to allow somebody to bring
that before the jury, when there's no proof that you did
that. There is no -- there might be hearsay, or gossip, or
something. There might have been an investigation and
investigation report was negative or did not establish that
there was any proof of anything. So, you know, would that
be fair? Of course not. And within the rules it would be

more prejudicial than probative, and so you can't do it that
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way. You can't prove something by hearsay or gossip. The
court -- the laws require more than that in court. So
that’'s the only caution that I have for you.

I have no idea what you are going to prove. If
you can make it relevant, that's fine. You can call
witnesses to put up your defense, call any of them that you
want to. The only thing is, keep in mind is, you cannot
prove something by innuendo, by gossip, by negative
investigation. You can't prove some positive with a
negative. And so that's the concern. And so you have to
stay within the rules. You know, that's true for the State.
It's true for you. Whether you are represented by attorneys
or whether you represent yourself, you still have to stay
within the rules. The rules are there for a reason. That's
the only thing I ask you.

And so I'm not trying to limit you on whatever the
defense that you want to present, but it's got to be
relevant and you got to have something more than gossip,
innuenao, a negative investigation. Okay?

MR. STARNES: I understand.

THE COURT: -- to prove somebody was using drugs
or involved in drugs. |

MR. STARNES: Yes.

THE COURT: If you got some proof on that,

obviously you can present it, but you got to bring the

1505




10
11

12

14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

1506

1206

person in that yoﬁ that said it and let them be subject to
cross—-examination.

The State can't have one witness say that another
witness said Norman Starnes did so and so. You can't do it
that way. Under the law you got to bring the person who
said it into court and let them say it on the stand and lett
Norman Starnes ask them some questions about it, or
cross—examination, confirmation, and that's what the law and
that's what the Fifth Amendment due process clause requires,
and that's what the rules reguire. So you can't prove
something through gossip, hearsay out there somewhere, or
because one person said something to somebody else and let
that person come in and say what fhey said.

It's kind of like old thing. You got ten people
in a line. You start out and you might say a long sentence.
The first person says it fo the second person, to a third
person, to the fourth person, and second to the third -- by
the time you get to the end, it's entirely something else.
It's entirely different. I mean, experience has shown that.
What the tenth person says is not what the first person
says, and so 1t becomes entirely something different. So
you can't pfove it that way. |

You got to direct evidence of it or circumstantial
evidence that's sufficient, you know, you can present it. -

And I don't know, maybe -- maybe standby counsel
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can kind of go over that with you, or something, just some
guidance, I don't know. But if you ask the court to rule on
it before you get into something like that, I would ask you
to —— let's discuss it with the solicitor and —-- or the
State and out of the presence of the jury and we will see
before we present it to the jury. Okay? We can always take
a proffer of the testimony or the evidence out of the
presence of the jury to see if it's something that the jury
should see or not. I will be glad to do that, if you want
to do that at any time. That's unquestionable. Okay?

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.

One more area, Your Honor. During the -- and I
can't anticipate what Mr. Gowdy is going to do, but during
the first trial in 1997, Solicitor Myers made it a very big
point after these individuals were shot and killed, I burned
their belongings in a dumpster behind the house. He made it
look like that I stole their credit cards, like it was a
robbery. That's what he pretty much presented to the jury.
And T don't know if Mr. Gowdy is going to get into that, if
he is going to say that I tried to rob these individuals,
that I shot and killed them to rob them.

At some point in the investigation, around January
the 16th, there are various officers involved in this case,
and one of them was an investigator that investigated credit

card fraud, fraudulent checks, stolen credit cards and
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things of that nature. And during the course of that,
Detective BAmick received a returned check on Mr. Welborn.
Apparently there was a check that was written on his
account, that Mr. Welborn had written and the check was
returned for insufficient funds.

THE COURT: When?

MR. STARNES: ©On January the 16th, after he was
killed.

THE COURT: Well, all right, here is the thing.
How is that relevant? Now, if he didn't have any income
coming in between the 8th, when he was killed, and the 16th
he had no income coming in, no money in the bank and the
check was outstanding, obviously it could have bounced
because he didn't put any money in the bank, didn;t earn any
income, didn't put any in the bank at the time he died on
the 8th until the 16th. I don't know. I'm just saying how
is that relevant? We don't know why the check bounced. It
may be a very good reason why it bounced, but how is it
relevant to the case?

MR. STARNES: Because they are going to allege
that I robbed these individuals. And I want to show the
jury that I did not use aﬁy of Mr. Welborn's credit cards.
I did not use any of his ATM cards. I did not write any of
his personal checks. Norman Starnes did not steal from

these individuals.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

S 21

22
23
24

25

1209

THE COURT: Well, you can to testify to that, if
you testify, or if you have other evidence to present to
establish, that you can do. You can ask the witness. I
mean if a witness says you took these things off of the
bodies and did something with them, some of it was burned.
I don't know what happened to the rest of it. I think you
can ask them "do you have any evidence that I ever used
these credit cards for any reason?"” You can ask them that.
Of course, the witness may not know. They may not, but if
there is no evidence of it, obviously you can argue that to
a jury. If they never present the evidence that you used,
you can argue to the jury "they didn’t present any evidence
that I used the cards." Okay?

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I'm not trying to help you with your
defense. I'm just saying, though, that obviously i1f they
don't present any evidence that you used the cards, it's a
fair argument that they didn't preéent any evidence that you
used the cards. Okay?

They can.present evidence, if they got evidence.
It's got to be direct evidence.

Hearsay or something that you took whatever you
took, if you took things off the bodies, personal property
off the bodies, they obviously have a right to get that in.

The purpose of it or the intent was it's something
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that you can address as well, but if it happened, they are
able to present that to the jury. That's all I can tell
you, for whatever inferences the jury wishes to make on that
point.

MR. STARNES: I understand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Anything else?

MR. STARNES: No, sir, I believe that's it.

THE COﬁRT: All right. Let me ask you, too. We
took the first witness yesterday, you took a very long time
on cross. And I'm -- and I'm not trying to prevent you from
getting anything in that you want to get in support of your
case. I want you to be able to do that.

At the same time, something like a picture that
you want to try to get in evidence, you have to lay a
foundation to get it in. So if you are offering a picture
to a witness and say "does this look like something”, well,
you need to establish at what period of time; if you know
who took the picturé, establish who took the picture; does
this reasonably represent -~ fairly and accurately represent
what 1s intended what you say it depicts?" So I mean, if
you took a picture of something in 1980, it might not fairly
and accurately represent what something looks like in 1996.

MR. STARNES: I understand. |

THE COURT;’ Do you understand what I'm saying?

MR. STARNES: Sure.
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THE COURT: So you have to -- you have to lay some
kind of foundation with what you are trying to show.

Now, if the person is familiar with the picture or
that and know about the picture, certainly you can ask them
about it and establish a foundation through that, but that's
what you need to do.‘

And it also needs to be relevant to the case. And
so, you know, I ask you to consider that.

You asked the same questidns several times, the
exact same questions several times in your
cross-examination, and I didn't say -anything to you about
that during -- but I realize that you are a lay person and
not an attorney. This is your first witness that you were
cross—examining, but what I would ask you to do, though, is
try to be a little more succinct and try to ask your
questions, but don't keep repeating the same questions to
the same witness. Okay? If you get an answér to it, then
you need to move on to something else and not bring that
back up again. Just try to avoid this repetition, if you
will.

The solicitor, I'm sure, does not want to
continuously stand up and objecting, and I do not want to
correct you in front of the jury, to keep having to do that,
so let's try to avoild that. Okay?

MR. STARNES: One more minor point, Your Honor,

1511
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and I would like to address this before the jury comes out,
because I certainly don't want to do something that I'm not
supposed to do. I figure it would be appropriate to do at
this time, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. STARNES: During the course of the
investigation, Detective Lorick is originally assigned to
this case and in his capacity. There is a point in the
investigation where Detective Lorick checks the NCIC
database.Eo see if these individuals are incarcerated.
Detective Lorick learns at that time that Mr. Champlin has
outstanding warrants and that he was prohibited by law from
carrying, or acguiring, or possessing a firearm.

There 1s evidence that the State presented at the
original trial that Mr. Champlin was armed on January 8th of
1996.

I believe the fact that he was prohibited from
carrying a gun and that he was armed, the State's evidence
will show that he was armed on January the 8th of 1996, that
is relevant, Your Honor, under 401.

MR. GOWDY: How does that matter?

First of all, there are -- even if you were a
prohibited person -- as someone who prosecuted guns cases
for six years in the U.S. Attorney office's, even if you are

a préhibited person, theré is still circumstances under
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which you can possess a firearm. So if Mr. Starnes is going
to testify that he knew Jared Champlin was a prohibited
person and that impacted somehow or another on his actions
on January the 8th, then let him tell the story from.the
witness stand. But to impune Jared Champlin's character by
having outstanding warrants and his prohibited person's
status, how is that relevant?

MR. STARNES: Your Honor, Detective Lorick was
under éubpoena. Wé can take it up. We don't have to do it
at this time.

THE COURT: ALl right.

MR. STARNES: We have got something we can take up
when I put my case up.

THE COURT: Let me say to you if it's relevant on
the issue of self-defense, it's something that you should
have been aware of and impacted your decision somehow as'to
whether it was self-defense or not whether you needed to
defend yourself, that's the way it has to be.

The mere fact that somebody was prohibited because
he had a prior felony, or something, and couldn't have a
gun, and -- you know, convicted felon and could not have a
gun in his possession, if that were the case, that's fine,
but that is not relevant to this particular case and it has
no significance, unless yéﬁ knew -- if you knew somebody had

a conviction for a violent offense, you were aware of that

1513




C

-~

10

11

12

13

14

15

lo

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

O 25

1514

1214

at the time this occurred, that would be relevant as to your
frame of mind or what you knew at that time.

If he had an outstanding warrant —-- or if he had a
weapon in his possession and he was a convicted felon and
wasn't supposed to have a gun in his possession, that still
is not relevant in this case unless you were aware of it and
it impacted your decision.

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand the difference?

MR. STARNES: I understand.

THE COURT: And so any information that you had
with regard to whether he had been convicted of a violent
crime or was a person of - violence and you were aware of that
when this occurred, which could have your frame of mind at
that time, you are allowed to get into that to establish on
the self~defense issue. Okay?

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1I'll allow you to go there.

But if it's something you didn't knoy anything
about, I don't see how that's relevant to this case, except‘

to make somebody look bad, the victim look bad. It's got to

be relevant to the case and it affected your frame of mind.

It's got to be something that you knew to affect your frame
of mind.

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Do you see the difference?

MR. STARNES: Yes, sir.

One other minor point on this. Ms. Dawn that
testified yesterday, she testified that they had to wait 24
hours before filing a missing persons report. They did not
file that missing persons report because Jared did have
outstanding warrants on him and --

THE COURT: She didn't say that. She didn't say
that. You tried to insinuate that to her. She gave a
different reason for why it was not filed. She said, first
of all, that she went to school that day. She could have
filed it that day —-- the next day. She went to school that
day. She got home late. She got up the next morning and
they decided to wait until the end of the day until she got
back from school. They still hadn't showed up and they were
going to file it then. That's when she did file it.

You did ask her, I believe, whether there were
outstanding warrants and that's the reason you didn't file
it. She never did say -—- that she -~ refresh my memory,
read it back, but she never did say she knew about any
cutstanding warrants, did she?

MR. GOWDY: That's correct, she certainly never
cited that as the reason for waiting to file the missing
persons report.- -

THE CQURT: Well, her testimony will stand for her

1515
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testimon&, but I don't believe -- she gave a reason why and
that -- I don't know if she knew about that outstanding
warrant or not. Whether the other lady Karen, the
girlfriend of Jared Champlin, told her that ox not, that she
was aware of it. I don't think that -- did she ever give a
clear answer to that?

MR. GOWDY: I don't think shé was aware of it. I
think there was a hearsay objection, which Your Honor
granted -- there was a relevance objection when he asked
that question.

THE COURT: All right. 1In any event, I don't see
it would make any difference in this case as to the cause of
death, or why the death occurred, or reasons with regard to
that. I don't know how that wouldvbe relevant on that
issue, frankly.

MR. STARNES: I understand, Your Honor.

THE COURT: It would be more prejudicial than

certainly probative. 1It's really not probative to anything.

All right, anything else?
MR. STARNES: No, sir, Your Honor,
7THE COURT: All right. Thank you.
I think we can get the Jjury in.
Looking back at the record, it was a hearsay
objection. T sustained it and she never answered the

question. Okay?
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MR. GOWDY: Thank you, judge.

(The following takes place in the presence of fhe
jury panel)

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen of
the jury panel. I hope you had a pleasant night last night.
I apologize for a little delay in getting started here this
morning, but there were a couple matters that came up that
we had to address. We are ready to get started now.

A couple of things I didn't tell you yesterday
that T will tell you now, and that is let me explain the
role of the alternates;

The role of the alternates in this case are the
same as the first twelve jurors chosen; that is, to listen
carefully to the testimony and evidence in this case, so you
would be in a position to deliberate and help reach a
verdict in this case. Because if for any reason an
emergency should develop with regard to one of the first
twelve jurors chosen, an alternate would automatically fill
in for the missing juror. You couldn't do that if you
hadn't listened carefully to the testimony and evidence and
were in a position to deliberate and to help reach a verdict
in this case. | |

Ladies and gentlemen, I haven't picked a
foreperson of the jury at this time, and what I'm going to

do is allow you among yourselves -- you should have gotten
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to know each other a little bit better by now. And what I'm
going to ask you to do in the next break to elect a
foreperson of the jury.

Now let me explain a foreperson's role. A
foreperson is asked to serve as spokesperson for the jury
back to the court. So if there is a matter that needs to
come to the attention of the court from the jury, the
foreperson would write a message down on the tablet provided
in the jury room. Give that to the bailiff and the bailiff
would bring it to me. And as I told you yesterday with a
message, I probably will correspond in like manner; or, if I
need to, I'll bring you back out in the courtroom and
respond, as the case may be.

The foreperson is also asked to serve as moderator
once we have reached the deliberative stage in the trial, to
maintain some order in the deliberations, to make sure
everyone is allowed to participate and be heard in those
deliberations. And then, finally, once a unanimous verdict
is reached by the jury, to record the verdict on the verdict
form, or forms, which would be provided to you and explained
at the appropriate time, at the conclusion of the trial.

The primary role of the foreperson is the same as
every other juror, and that's to listen carefully to the
testimony and evidence so that you will be in a position to

deliberate and help reach a verdict in this case.
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With that information, what I would like you to do
is when —- at the next break, when you go back to the jury
room, to elect from your group a foreperson. Put that
person's name and number, if you have the juror -- if you
know the number, give that to the bailiff and the bailiff
will bring it to me. All right? Thank you.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we now ready to get
started with the trial.

Counsel, reéeady to proceed.

MR. GOWDY: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Please call your next witness.

MR. GOWDY: May it please the court, the State
would call Captain Darren Amick with the Lexington County
sheriff's department.

CAPTAIN DARREN AMICK, having been first duly
sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Have seat in the witness box and state

your full name for the record and spelling your last name,

please.
THE WITNESS: Darren, D~A-R-R-E-N, Amick,
A-M-I-C-K.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GOWDY:

Q. Good morning, sir?
A. Good morning.
Q. .Can you introduce yourself to the jury and tell them
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where you work and in what capacity?

A, My name is Darren Amick. I'm a céptain with the
Lexington County sheriff's department. My assignment is
over the major crimes unit or the investigative bureau at
the sheriff's department.

Q. How long have you been in law enforcement?

A. Almost 23 years.

Q. How long have you been the captain of investigations
for the Lexington County sheriff's department?

A. I moved back to the investigations bureau approximately
two years ago.

Q. Let's go back t§ January of 1996. In what capacity did
you work at the sheriff's department then?

A, I was a slicked-sleeve detective. (
Q. You were a detective that would have gotten a variety
of cases assigned to you?.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. Did you become involved in a missing
persons investigation on or about JanuaryA9th or 10th of
19967

A, Yes, sir, I did.

Q. All right. 1In order to explain your testimony and what

you did to the jury, would it assist you if you had a map?

A. Yeés, sir.

Q. Okay. Let mefshow you State's Exhibit 6 and ask you
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whether or not that would heip you illustrate your

testimony?
A. 'Yes, sir, it would.
Q. Is that an accurate representation of the major

roadways and thoroughfares in that part of Lexington County?
A. Yes, sir. |

MR. GOWDY: Your Honor, we would move State's 6
into evidence.

MR. STARNES: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: It's admitted without objection.

MR. GOWDY: Your Honor, permission to publish to
the jury on the overhead?

THE COURT: You may publish.

MR. GOWDY: Thank you, Your Honor.

"BY MR. GOWDY:

Q. Detective Amick, can you see‘that, or is the glare --
would you like it a little darker?

A. A little darker than that would be a little better.
Q.. Okay. A little darker than that? |

A. I think I can make it out, yes, sir.

Q. Would you like a iaser pointer, or -- would that help

you, or do you want to just talk?

 A.  I'll just talk.

Q. Good enough.

- THE COURT: Wait -just a minute.
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'Yes, ma'am.
UNKNOWN JUROR: That light?
THE COURT: Does that take cafe of it, ma'am?
UNKNOWN JUROR: Yes, sir.
BY MR. GOWDY:
Q. Tell the jury what they are looking at.
A. .Basicélly that's an overlay, a hand drawn map of the
direct vicinity of Pelion, South Carolina.

You will see some things notated, such as Highway 178,
Highway 302, which is your main junction into the town of
Pelion.

Do you wanﬁ to go into what's been labeled, solicitor?
Q. Well, I do. Let's start with the Panther Parlor.

A. It would be right at the corner. It has a secondary
address, but it's basically, for the most part, Highway 178
in Pelion. It faces 178.

Q. Let me do this, detective. I'm going to ask Mr. Coler
if he can turn that on in such a way that the light

doesn't —--

While he's doing that, I'm going to show you State's 9,
10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15, and ask you whether or not you
recognize what is depicted in those photographs, what year

it represents, and whether or not it would fairly and

accurately depict what existed in January of 19962

A.  Yes, sir, it would.
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Q. And does that fairly and accurately represent that part
of Lexington County in January of 19967? .
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okaj.
"MR. GOWDY: Your Honor, we would move these
exhibits into evidence.
MR. STARNES: No obje;tion, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Admitted without objection.
BY MR. GOWDY:
Q. Let's start with State's 15.
MR. GOWDY: Can we bring down one more row of
lights?
Thank you.
BY MR. GOWDY:
Q. Detéctive, what is the jury looking at?
A. In the very middle of the picture you will see
basically a building, a duplex-type building.
To the left of that duplex is a burgundy in color
front, and then a white front.
That left burgundy in color building would have been
the Panther Parior.
That's Highway 178 that runs directly in front of it.
Intersecting to the left of it would be Highway 302.
Q. Let me shbw;Ydu State's 14. Is that a little closer

view?
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A, Yes, sir, I believe it's just zoomed in a little bit,
but the same building. The Panther Parloxr.

Q. When you refer to the Panther Parlor, are you referring
to that right there?

A. That's correct, sir.

0. Okay. There appears to be -- is that a separate

structure. It's all under the same roof?

A. It's under the same roof, but there was a passage
from -- to the best of my recollection, from the Panther_
Parlor into that —-- into that second side building.

Q. Let me go back and ask you about C.J.'s.

Can yéu tell the jury what C.J.'s was?
A. From that intersection that I just mentioned, if you
head back west, if you are going towards Lexington or
towards Highway No. 6, C.J.'s would be approximately two to
three miles on your left, on Highway 302 or Edmond Highway.
Q. What kind of establishment, if you know, was C.J.'s?
A. ;t was grocery, but it was also, for the most part
income—wisé, a bar.
Q. A bar.

Let me show you State's Exhibit 13 and ask you whether
or not that you recognize what is depicted in that?
A. An aerial of C.J.'s.
Q. All right. And State's 12, would that be a slightly

closer view?
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A. That would be the storefront to C.J.'s, yes, sir.
Q. Would that be the front door? I'm not suggesting that
you ever been to C.J.'s, but would that be the front door?
A. I believe it's off to the left. It would be covered by
that gas canopy.
Q; Covered by that. Okay.

Forts Pond Road, is that where Mr. Starnes lived?
A. That's correct, 375.
Q. Let me show you State's 11, 9 and 10, which are going
to be various shots of that.

Would that be Mr. Starnes' residence right there?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would that be a closer view of Mr. Starnes residence?
A. That's correct, sir.
Q. All right. As part of your investigation into the
missing persons of Bill Welborn and Jared Champiin, did you
have an'occasion to talk to Norman Starnes?
A. Yes, sir, I did.
Q. Do you recall when you first talked to him, what the
date of your first interaction with him was? |
A. It would have been the same day that the report was
assigned t§ me, January llth oj 1996.
Q.  Where did you talk to Mr. Starﬁes?
A. At}the Panther Parlor.

Q. Was anyone with you?
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A. Detective McNair was with me.

Q. Did you have him write out a statement or did you Jjust
interview him and take investigative notes later?

A. A statement had already been offered basically covering
some basis, going through normal investigations, but asking
gquestions, as you said, yes, sir.

Q. So one of your colleagues had already talked to Mr.
Starnes and taken a written statement and you were following
up?

A. Correct, the day prior.

Q. Did the defendant at that time tell you that Bill
Welborn and Jared Champlin had been shot in his house?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did he tell you that they had even been at his house on
January the 8th?

A, He did not.

Q. Did he tell you that he moved their bodies to his
uncle's property in Aiken Couhty?

A. No, sir, he did not.

0. Did he acknowledge any involvement whatsoever in the
disappearance of.Bill-Welborn or JaredkChamplin?

A. No, sir, he did not.

Q0. - Did he tell you where the last place he saw them was?
A, He did. He said .that he recalls them near or around

the pay phone at C.J.'s.
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He told you the last place that he saw them was there?
That's correct, sir.
This is January the 11lth, 1996, he told you that?

That's correct.

(O RE ©) ?’ ©

Dé%ective Amick, did you leave a missing persons poster
with Mr. Starnes?

The following day I did, yes, sir.

The 12th of January?

That's correct.

You went back to interview him again?

I did.

° » o B oo P

Is it customary to interview and re-interview someone
that is suspected to be the last person known to be with
missing people?

A. Very customary, yes, sir.

Q. Did you happen to see what Mr. Starnes did with the
missing persons posters that you gave him?

A. We produced it that morning, so another reason for

poster to that location and to the locations within Pelion
for posting. Hé was advised of that when I was there. He
requested some tape from Gwen, who was also there, and he
posted one of the flyers on the front 6f his stére, or
restaurant.

Q. He posted missing persons posters in his store?
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‘"That's correct, sir.

A
Q. For Bill Welborn and Jared Champlin?
A Yes, sir.

o} During the course of your investigation, Captain Amick,
did the defendant Norman Starnes ever call you with false
investigative leads?

Yes, sir, he did.

How many times?

Twice that I can recall, sir.

Twice he called you to assist in your investigation?

Correct.

Lo S~ S

Let's move to May the 27th, 1996.

Did a young lady named Gwen Ott, now Bailey, come to
the Lexington County sheriff's department?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. At some point on tﬁe 27th did you interact with hex?
A. I had interaction with her on that date, yes, sir.

0. Let me ask you this, generally. You are the captain of
investigations. I walk into the Lexington County sheriff's
department. I tell you I have got information in a missing
persons case: Tell the jury how you would handle me if I
did that.

A. Well, we would secure that person. We do have an awful
lot of missing persons at the same time, so we would have to

clarify exactly what we were looking at as for what case or
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case number, as we would document something.

We take them to a room. We would try our best to get
in touch with the l?ad investigator in reference to his
input and also find out who the person that was reporting
the information, or alleged information, eXactly where she
got it from and credibility, this; that}‘and the other.

But what we would do is get the initial information
that is vital to whatever case or missing persons that
was -- and not just missing persons cases, and secure that
information, and react on it and then follow up at a
later -- later on.

Q. Okay. Is it fair to say that initially you paint with
a broad painfbrush,vand then you get down to finer details?
A. That's a good way to put it, yes, sir.

0. And you have been involved in how many investigations
in your career?

No less than 200, sir.

And that's the way that you do it?

Correct, sir.

Still to this day?

To this date.

At some point did you and/or others at th; Lexington
County shériff‘s department discover fﬁo bodies on a farm in

Aiken County?
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(ﬁ\ 1 Q. And was Mr. Norman Starnes ultimately arrested for the
2 . murder of Bill Welborn and Jared Champlin?
3 A. Yes, sir, he was.
4 Q. At any point in January, February, March, April, or up
5 " until the point of arrest, did Norman Starnes ever mention
6 the word self-defense to anyone?
7 " A. No, sir.
8 I\ Q. Please answer any questions that the defendaﬁt has for
9 you.
10 MR. STARNES: May it please the court, Your Honor?
11 HI | THE COURT: Yes, sir.
12 CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. STARNES:
/*ﬁ 13 g. How are you doing, Captain Amick?
14 A. Good morning.
15 | Q. Captain Amick, you were working as a sheriff's
.16 investigator on January the 11th, 19967
17 A. That's correct.
18 II Q. And in what capacity were you working for the sheriff's
18 office then?
20 LI A. As a detective.
21 Q. As a detective?
22 ' A. Right.
23 I Q. And what was your rank then?
24 L A, DetectiVe.‘:
1 Q. Were you a sergeént, a captain?

(’\ 25’

|
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A, Just a detective.
Q. Just a detective.
At some point in this investigation did you have an

opportunity to provide information to other various

investigators?
A. Every morning we discussed our cases, so I would say
yes.

Q. Okay. When you say we, would Detective Markley be one
of those?

