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State of South Carolina ) Court of General Sessions
County of Aiken ) Second Judicial Circuit
State of South Carolina, Transcript of Record
VSs. 2016-GS~-02-02324

Christopher Neal Morris,

Defendant.

May 6, 2019
Aiken, South Carolina
B EF OR E:

The Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh, Judge

A PPEARANTCE S:

Agent Rachael Watson
Department of Probation, Parcle and Pardon

Laura A. McCann, Esquire
On behalf of the Defendant

Stacy S. Johnson
Circuit Court Reporter
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I NDEX

Certificate of Reporter

EXHIBTS

**NO EXHIBITS WERE INTRODUCED**
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(The following proceeding was held May 6, 2019,
beginning at 10:09 AM.)

AGENT WATSON: Christopher Morris.

THE CLERK: Place your left hand on the Bible and
raise your right hand.

(Whereupon, Christopher Neal Morris was duly sworn by
the Clerk of Court.)

THE CLERK: He's been sworn, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sir? Has he been sworn, Mr. Clerk?

THE CLERK: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You're Christopher Neal
Morris?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Morris, have you read or had read to
you the report of your alleged probation violation?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You understand why you're here?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you agree or do you disagree that you
willfully violated the terms of your probation?

THE DEFENDANT: I -- to some of the violations, yes,
sir.

THE COURT: All right. Well, let me ask you what you
agree that you did to violate your probation.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Tell me what you did.

THE DEFENDANT: I took a plea on a new charge. 1'd
actually had a friend that I took to another friend's
house and she went in and apparently had sold narcotic
hydros and the girl come out and had been wearing a wire
and gave me a hug at the truck and so they -- I took a
plea on a delivery, which violated my probation.

THE COURT: Well, let me go over what they're saying.
The 1106 said that you pled to the crime of felony
dangerous drugs and you received a four-year suspended
sentence in Tennessee --

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- and also that you failed to report
and you moved your address without notifying your agent.
Is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: They're --

THE COURT: 1Is that yes, sir or no, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: You didn't?

THE DEFENDANT: (Shakes head.)

THE COURT: Okay. What do you have to say in
mitigation then?

THE DEFENDANT: On the failure to report, I was
still -- I never left the jail. I was transported on

child support to another county and sc that's the reason
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why on December 3rd I did not report to my probation
officer for that matter.

THE COURT: Does that -- does that sound consistent
with your notes, that he was incarcerated?

AGENT WATSON: Your Honor, I can kind of give you a
rundown --

THE COURT: Okay. Go ahead.

AGENT WATSON: -- of how things happened.

He was transferred to Tennessee in November 2007. He
tested positive in November of 2007 for meth.

MS. McCANN: '17.

AGENT WATSON: November '17.

He tested positive for meth December 2017 and he
was arrested in Tennessee December 2017 for possession
of controlled substance, driving under suspension and
possession of legend drug.

THE COURT: Of what?

AGENT WATSON: Legend drug.

MS. McCANN: Legend drug.

THE DEFENDANT: It was my father's truck and his
prescription was in the console of the truck and we're
still going to court over that. I haven't been charged
with --

THE COURT: You haven't been convicted of that one?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Then I won't consider that one.

AGENT WATSON: He was referred to drug classes April
2018. He was convicted on the new offenses in Tennessee.
He received probation on those charges in Tennessee. He
was arrested in Summerton, South Carolina, for charges 1in
Chester, South Caroclina, December 2018.

THE COURT: Say those last two, please. I'm sorry.

AGENT WATSON: Arrested in Summerton, South Carolina,
for charges in Chester, December 2018. A violation report
from Tennessee was issued February 2019. He had absconded.
A home visit listed was done at father's residence and his
father stated he had been gone since release from jail
and his whereabouts were unknown. February 2019 he was
arrested in the state of Oklahoma and had to be extradited
back to South Carolina. The cost of his extradition was
$1,136 and we will be requesting a restitution order back
to the state of South Carolina.

THE COURT: Did he pay anything towards his fine
originally set by Judge Culbertson?

AGENT WATSON: Your Honor --

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir, I haven't.

AGENT WATSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right.

Counsel, how are you doing this morning?

MS. McCANN: I'm fine. How are you, Your Honor?
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THE COURT: Good.

MS. McCANN: Your Honor, as far as the rendition of
facts that Agent Watson has provided to the Court, I have
gone over those with my client. We have discussed them
all. He denies being in Summerton, South Carolina. That,
of course, doesn't mean he hasn't violated his probation,
but we also talked about the changing addresses. He said
he still lived at that address, but he was picked up in
Oklahoma and ~-- I think that was his official address,
but he was in Oklahoma at the time. We talked about the
distinction between those two.

He has clearly violated his probation. He has been

honest with me from the beginning that he has violated.

When he got to -- got back to Tennessee, he certainly
got into some trouble. He is a '99 grad of Chester
County High School in Tennessee. He's certified to teach

and evaluate carpentry, so he has some good skills for
construction. He's suffering from a -- he's been
diagnosed with a disease that's similar to narcolepsy, so
he's been waiting on disability and that's why he hasn't

paid is what he tells me.

He has a cousin who owns a construction company. He
just got awarded a bid in Nashville to build -- which
they're building everything in Nashville -- some sort of

structure. He understands Christopher's illness and the
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implications of it. He's willing to hire Christopher on
in the construction company and give him an opportunity
there. He did go to drug and alcohol rehab. He went to
the Aspell Center in Tennessee. It was 30-day center.
He went August 7th of 2018. He completed that program
successfully. He tells me he has been clean ever since.

In Nashville there's a halfway house program there
that's long-term, including transitional living. One of
the conditions in working with his cousin is that he
goes to this halfway house and lives in this sober living
environment while he's employed with his cousin. He
hopes that the Court would accept that as part of his
long-term plans. The fact that he's clean and sober I
think is wonderful and is difficult to achieve and I hope
he gets credit for that.

He's been in jail for 47 days right now. There's no
question although that since he's violated he does have
plans to become a productive member of the community. We
would ask that you give him a 90-day revocation, terminate
his probation and allow him to go to Tennessee in order to
start this new program that he has and new hopes that he
has of achieving, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Morris, anything you want
to add to that?

THE DEFENDANT: The only thing, Your Honor, the --
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the 2018 charges, since 2017 when I was originally put on

probation for three years, I have not stepped foot back

in South Carolina since. I don't know what that's from.
MS. McCANN: He's still in on probation in Tennessee
and has things -- kind of hoping to save South Carolina

scme money, send him back to Tennessee and let him be
their problem.

THE DEFENDANT: I also have --

THE COURT: Well, that's -- I'm not inclined to do
that, to be honest with vyou.

MS. McCANN: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Morris, anything you want to add?

THE DEFENDANT: As far as my restitution, I do have
half of it on hold right now to -- to be paid and stuff
on --

THE COURT: Towards the cost your extradition?

THE DEFENDANT: (Nods head.)

THE COURT: All right. I'm gonna find that
Mr. Morris has willfully violated the terms of his
probation in that he's been convicted of the crime of
felony dangerous drugs, he's tested positive for
methamphetamine, he absconded supervision, he also left
the State and had to be extradited. 1I'm gonna revoke in
full, give him 47 days' credit. Your fine will be reduced

to a civil judgment, but restitution in the amount of
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how much?
AGENT WATSON: $1,136.10.

THE COURT: Okay. I'm gonna put it down there's

restitution, but likely it will just be a civil judgment.

Good luck to vyou.

AGENT WATSON: Thank you, Your Honor.

MS. McCANN: Thank you, Your Honor.
(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded at

10:19 AM.)




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

LA

CERTIFICATE

I, Stacy 8. Johnson, Official Court Reporter for
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of the State of South
Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and complete transcript of record of all the
proceedings had and the evidence introduced in the hearing
of the captioned case in Circuit Court on the 5th day of
May, 2019.

This transcript may contain quoted material. Such
material is reproduced as read by the speaker.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,

counsel, nor have an interest to any party hereto.

Rugust 2, 2019

I8l Stacey . Q&Mw
STACY ¥. JOHWSON
CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
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Cniminal Charging Document No.
BAIL PROCEEDING
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA FORM 11 General Sessions
COUNTY OF Aiken TN THE
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ORDER SPECIFYING METHODS AND CONDITIONS OF RELEASE

v,

Morris, Chdswgléer Neal

Al s ball proceeding conducted by the undersigned judge, far the defendasnt named above, it was determined by the court (check one or both):
0 The refease of the defendant on recognizance will not reasonably assure his appearance ss required.
O The retesse of the defendant on recognizence will result in an unreascnable danger (o the commumity.

This determination was based upon the following findings of fact:

Nature of Circumsalances of Cffense; Must Notify Court Immediately of Change of Address

[Considermicas: Nature and Circumstances of (he offense charged, the defendancs family ties, employmeat, finansial resources, chesseier and mental condition, the

length of his residence & the community, his record of coavictions, and any record of flight to avosd proseeution or failure to sppess at sther count procecdings.)
THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1. That the sbove named defendant be released from custody on the condition that ke will persenally appesr before the designated court st the
place. date and time required to enswer the charge made against him and do what shall be ordered by the court and not depart the State without the
permission of the court and be of good bekavior.

2 That the above aamed defendant be reteased from custody provided as follows (check all that apply):

CASH IN LIEU OF BOND

3  The defendant, acknowledges himself to be indebied to the State of South Carolina fn the sum of § to secure his release from
custody. Should the defendant fail to comply with all terms and conditions of this Order, this sum of money is subject (o being forfeited to the State.

CASH PERCENTAGE IN LIEU OF BOND
0 The defendant, scknowledging himself to be Indebied to the State of South Carolina in the full amount of $ . his refease to be

" oblained by payment to the courtof 9% (not to exceed 10%%) of the full amount of the boad, deposits § wmhbdmr

from custody. Should the defendant (il to perfarm the conditions of this Order, the full amount shal) be levied on his real and personal property for
the use of the state.

APPEARANCE RECOGNIZANCE WITH SURETY

O maWMllpMMMNmmmyaprylhemﬂ.mdtefcrmkcrdmﬂena forth {n this Order, acknowledging an
indebtedness to the State in the amount of §

3. Thet the defendant shall appear a1 (check one): %
oo OO

the term of COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS beginning on o clock, __
at General Sessicns - P O Box 583/109 Park Avenue/Aiken, SC 29802 / (803) 642-171 3
and remain there (hroughout that term of court. If no disposition is made during that term, the defendant shall appear &nd remain throughout
each succeeding term of court until final disposition is mede of his case, unless othenwvise ordered by the count.

0 ucsmmn of | lMAGISTRATE COURT | [MUNICIPAL COURT  beginning on at o'clock,
Ifmwmkmmduﬂngmmmmmmmlappmauudmumhmcmdpmuud the court.

Bond Amount(s): $50.000.00 (CS) or $60,000.00 (SB} INTTIALS OF DEFENDANT L

g hmrmunmmuMmmzsmumuemumuwtmm

1."’

conditions described hereinafier in the Ovder.

4. That the defendant will notify the coun pmwyx

03722/2019

ORIGINAL AND ONE COPY OF THIS FORM ARE TO BE COMPLETED IN EVERY BAIL PROCEEDING IN WHICH IT 18 USED
SCCA/SIIA (Revised 3/2012) Original Copy For The Trisl Court - Copy For The Defendant




@ Probation @

e R ARRANT
Saction 7-13-460

March 18, 1979 Wamant Number:  Wed7-19-0016
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Sate dentlczton o 5101 02220717
COUNTY OF AIKEN

mmuwwomnmosmssmzoacoumoaormmmmwoscowmmomm«srmzo:m
MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT:

uappwtngmmm:MMMmmewmmtmNdedmwzl day of February, 1019 violate
the crminat laws of the State of South Carolina a5 set forth Below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:

mmmmm:mml.urm1oasm«mmalmmummmmumdcemmmlo-n-n.

County of AIKEN

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AFFIDAVIT

Personally appeared before me, one Rusty Branham, who, Arst dulymdepaaadmmncnmmmmmmadmmcﬁumw
Sate on the 31 day of Eebruary , 2019, vialate the criminal wmswamcamhmumu:uaam

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: ;
mmmmmmt.;srwtoammmmtmm hwmmdwmm 10-12.37, |.

memmmmumﬂemmmmmmwmwmmam«)mkm and (ha! such probable
cause 3 based on the following focts:

As evidanced of the violaticn roport dated 2-13-19 and preparasd by the state of Tenncssee: On 12-3-18
Christopher Morris was convicted in the kcHairy County TN General Sasaicns couxt for the crime of Falony
Dingerous Drugs. He received a 4 year 310 days probaticn sentence thus failing to refrain €rom violatiecn
otate/local law; failed to report to his TN officar as ingtiucted aftor being sentenced to, probation in T8 on
12-3-18; failed to notify his TN officer before woving from Ris last known addresa of 311 Kicchell Screet
Sslmar, TH 38375 to an unknown location thus absconding supervigion. On 3-13-19 the 1% officer conducted a
boma vigie and it was found chat be no longar 1ived at the residence; failed to pay 8C supexvielon feo baving a
$50 balanca; failed to pay 8C drug cest foo having a $20 balance; failed to pay SC tine being that he dao a
§798.29% balance at the issuance of process. These violations conatitute a willful failure to follow tha
{nstructions of his officer and ths 1SC application.

—l—

Sworn to and Subscribed before me
this 21 dag of

Affiant
Address: p, 0. Box 50865
(LS.) 2221 Devino Strest
COLUMBIA, 28250

_ (803) 734-9325

Form 1.1 (Yaciprats) Revison 8 Ravisian Dete 03112015 Py ol2

13



RETURN

Constabls or Law Enforoement Offtoer

A copy of this Asrest Warrart was Gelivered by me to the
following defendant:

Lhystrpher Neal Mereiy

)

enthe 17\ dayol . 249

@

Enforcemont Otficer ‘

nsiable

Thnis Wareni Is cestified for service in (County of wamant
Certification) County. Tha accused i3 1o be arested and brought
before me 10 Bealt with sccording o law.

as)

Signature of Judge

Form 381 (Terplats) {Rewsion B Rewsion Dete GV1122018)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF
AKEN

"THE SYATE
" ageinst

CHRISTOPHER NEAL MORRIS

ARREST WARRANT

Offense: Violation of Conditions of Probation Supervision

Offense Section:  24-21-450
Date: 2/21/2019

Officer and Agency: SC Department of Probation,
Parole and Pardon Services

Rusty Branham

Disposttion

Sentence

Co-Defendants

Pags 202

AN
INFORMATION ON DEFENDANT
Name  CHRISTOPHER NEAL MORRIS
Address Unknown
SELMER, TN 38375

Sexp -V\Mo

—

! _ﬁ
Social Security Number 44

INFORMATION ON WITNESSES
Name
Address

®

Name
Address
Phone
PRELIMINARY HEARING held by

Magisurate

on . .

m »
Attormey for the Defendant.

Declaion

et

T
Dats Set .
Moglatrate %ﬁamm_
Amount

Surety




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BY DEFENDANT
| understand that il | violate any condition of this Order, a wamrant for my arvest will be issued.

§ understand and have been informed Uit | have @ right and obligation to be present at trial and should | fail o attend the cour, the trial
will proceed in my absence.
It has becn explained o me thay if 1 fail 0 eppear befare the court as rquired, 8 warsant for my armest will be issued.

e stvee
“ATES

SIGNA]
Satmer, TN 38375 -972-~
“ETVETAYTZP L A— -nwips 9
414-294868 082362124 (TN)

“SOCALECURTY RORBER . ORIVERS UCENSECKIDNUMBER
SPECIAL CONDITIONS OF RELEASE

a [J Piacement in custody. The defeadant is placed In the custody of:

ORG
~GTES TIIVATATE i e

mm(l)bwuarmumfmbymccomu)lomemyeﬂmwmthcappwuweormemmuall scheduled
hearings before the court, and (3) to notify the court immediately in the event the defendant viclates sny conditions of his refease or dissppears.

SIGNATURE CF CUSTODJAN (TF APPROVED) DATE
t. {J Resurictions on Travel, Associstion or Residence. The defendant will comply with ezch of the following conditlens:

e [0 Pant-time Relcsse. The defendant will be released from custody from o' clock, to o' clock.
TIME AMPM TIME
on . on condition that he retum Lo the custody of
. DATE(S) T NAME OF FERSON OR ORGANIZATION
O as designated.

d O Other conditians. The defendant will esmply wilh the following other conditions of refease:

APPEARANCE RECOGNIZANCE WITH SURETY
On the day of . . personsily appeared before the undersigned judge the

mmwmmwuzmrmmmmScmormmcmma.mmemofs such sum 1o be
levied on bis real and personal property for the use of the State, should named defendant fail {n performing the conditions of this Onder.

. mmy.beingdulymmmubehamiwamﬁxmwawithinmw:mdbmhmmmdpdmd
enderwritten herein, over all his debts and lebilities, and exclusive of propesty exempt from execution.

NAME OF SURETY BONDSMAN COMPANY TELEPHONE SIGNATURE OF SURETY BONDSMAN

“CAVRTATOP } STGNATURE GF

Form Approved by SC. Atiemey General

mzl:-lzo’;;ﬂ SCCA/STIA (Revised 3/2012)

15
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IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF

_Airen | NO. 70W.cs (2 . (12374

STATE
V.

°Em09ha NC a\ MOY(\S CIVIL JUDGMENT

[ Heattng Dete:

5, 0,19

This matter came before me on the above mentioned date, pursuant to a motion to require the
defendant to show cause why the defendant's default in paying fines and @s (strike
inapplicable) should not be treated as a civil judgment and a judgment lien attached. After hearing
the evidence, | find that no cause was shown why judgment should not be entered for the unpaid
balance of fines and @ (strike inapplicable). | find the unpaid balance of the fine and
r@mke inapplicable) due and the payee to be as stated below.

It is therefore ordered adjudged and decreed that the payee, shall have judgment against the
defendant in the sum stated below. It is further ordered that the clerk of court enter this judgment
in the civil judgment records of the court. All of which is ordered pursuant to S. C. Code Ann.
17-25-323.

Payee's N The Dafendant is ordered to pay to the Payes the sum of
SADPPPS s\ 1300

Ten  se 74907

Ctty State Zip
— N
L 1 )

pm-ﬁuﬁg;:mﬁ WCJ - 5-p- 19

W)Q%N ) Wlw y } 7( Q/:/! %L AR ..

Form 1126 (Stock) K/bow Dmm«mmm-&tm of Court; 2nd ply-County Fils; 3rd ply-Defendant; 4th ply~Judgment Creditor

70, Box 30000




DOCKET NO. 2016GS0202324

WITNESSES

Aiken County Sheriff The State of South Carolina

Inv. Otis Jackson County of Aiken

Law Enforcement Case #: 15-063641

BAY COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER Nove 10 18 NOVEMBER TERM 2016

2015A0210201463 n%(%&ud’
OP &GS, LLEU
' " - THE STATE
e vs.
= = = CHRISTOPHER NEAL MORRIS
ACTION OF GRAND JURY
/ /&(e “Q ! \S\
R CDR #: 3776
Foregerson of Grand Jury ~
Date: November 10, 2016 : Indictment for
VERDICT

MANUFACTURING
METHEMPHETAMINE

§ 44-53-0375(B)

s Pes ad Geozral

ins du herehy oerlly

J. STROM THURMOND, SOLICITOR

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date:

o end woreny copy of the
n have bees {Hed invomy offier this

R N
mragay o GV OaTy
11
N

Ll




STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT FOR

MANUFACTURING METHEMPHETAMINE

)
)
COUNTY OF AIKEN )
)

§ 44-53-0375(B)
5/
e
At a Court of General Sessions, convened on November 372016, the Grand

Jurors of Aiken County present upon their oath:

That CHRISTOPHER NEAL MORRIS did in Aiken County, South Carolina, on or
about October 31, 2015, knowingly or intentionally manufacture, distribute, dispense,
deliver, purchase, or did aid, abet, attempt or conspire to manufacture, distribute,
dispense, deliver or purchase, or possess with intent to distribute, dispense or deliver a
quantity of Methamphetamine, a controlled substance under provisions of §44-53-110,

et. seq, Code of laws of South Carolina (1976), as amended, such manufacturing not

having been authorized by law.

%,

@he State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and

provided,

ROM THURMOND,




CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identitying Information and Other

Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

aylpr D Gillifm
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Detense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia. S.C. 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 24th day of January, 2020.
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