THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In the Court of Appeals Q@@@

APPEAL FROM EDGEFIELD COUNT§~ %'? g
0,

2&’/{9

Court of General Sessions

(24

Y

o7,
Honorable D. Craig Brown, Circuit Court Judge '4,0/0@&/
$

Appellate Case No. 2017-002224

Case Nos. 2017-GS-19-01817,2017-GS-19-01818, 2017-GS-19-01819 and

2015-GS-19-00351

TRE STAte, .oooooiiiiiieeeeee e evr e e e s eenns Respondent,
v.
Montrell Deshawn Troutman,.......ccooveiiiiiiiciniiiiis Appellant.
RECORD ON APPEAL
Wm. Grayson Lambert Alan Wilson

BURR & FORMAN LLP
Post Office Box 11390
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 799-9800

Robert Michael Dudek
Chief Appellate Defender
Post Office Box 11589
Columbia, SC 29211

ATTORNEYS FOR APPELLANT

ATTORNEY GENERAL

William M. Blitch, Jr.

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Post Office Box 11549

Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 734-3727

S.R. Hubbard, III
Solicitor, Eleventh Judicial Circuit

ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT



T3

INDEX
True Bill Indictment for Murder-............... OO OO 1
Sentencing Sheet (2015GST00351) .ottt ee et e e aeesbeeeeseesrresaaanns 3
True Bill Indictment for Attempted Murder (Keith Mathis) ................................................... bereene 4
Sentencing Sheet (201 7GS1901818) ..c..eeeevvrvieveennn, - veeenes e 6
True Bill Indictment for Attempted Murder (Carlo Harris).......ccccoeveeervciiniininiieecce e 7
:Sentencing Sheet (2017GS1901817) ............... e 9

True Bill Indictment for Possession of a Weapc;n Dufing the Commission of a Violent Crime...10

S_entenc/ing Sheet (2017GST90I819) ...eiiiiiiereereeereeree ettt et enean R 12
October 16-20, 2017 Transcrlpt ...... e 13
Direct Examinatioﬁ of Montrell‘ Troutman (In Ca_lrﬁera) by Mr.ADrylie .................................. 18
'.Cross-Exami.natioﬁ of Montrell Troutman (In Camera) by Ms. Rédlein- ...... et 19
Re-Direct Examination of Montrell Troutman (In Camera) by Mr. Drylie .................. oo 20
Opening Statement by Mr. Ea‘rgle ...... e, e 51
Opening. Statement by Mr. Drylie .....cocovcooiniinninen. FROTTR RO ' ................... 54

. ~ Direct Examination of Abigail Carter by Ms. RAdIEiN ..cvviciieeieeeeer e 60
Cross Examination of Abigail Carter by ME. CaStO w..veooneeeeeeeerreeeenes s S 76
"(In-Camera) Examin;tion of Abigail Carter by Mr. Casto........ ettt ettt nnn 79
Cross Examination c;ont. of Abigail (;arter by Mr. Casto ......ccovevveevenlonnnnnen et 85

. Direct Examination of Retrell Chinn by Mr. Eargle .........cccooeiivininiiiceeiee e, 90

* Cross Examination of Retrell Chinn by Mr. Dryli.....oceveiieiecicieneececeeeeete e 102
’Dvirect Examination of Darius Ross by Ms. Radlein ......................................................... .. 103



11
Direct Examination of Santonio Ryans by Ms. Radlem ........... 119
Cross Examination of Santonio Ryans by Mr. Drylie......................_........l ...................... o143
Redirect Examination of Santonio Ryans by Ms. Radlein............... e e, .....148
Direct Examination of Keith Mathis by Mr. Eargle .....cccoovveiieiee I 156
Cross-Examination of Keith Mathis by Mr. Dryli€........coccovvvveniiniininenniireneceecccieneees 180
Redirect Examination of Keith Mathis by Ms. Radlein .........cccoeceeviiveececciieinnenne. FURURRN 186
(In-Camera) Examination of Keith Mathis by Mr. brylie ..................................................... 188
Direct Examination of Cario Harris by Ms. Radlein.......cccoveevirneenininneniineniceiriencenenne 190
" Cross Examination of Carlo Harris by Mr. Drylie .................... s 206
Direct Examinationlof Kendrick Nicholson by Mr.-Eargle ............ s 209
Cross Examination of Kendrick Nicholson by Mr. Drylie........... [T R 226
Redirect of Kendrick Nicholson by Mr Eargle.....ccoooviieecc e 227
Direct Examination of Alexéndgr Mack by Ms. Radlein........ ettt rens 228
Direct Examination of Eddie Ray Lyéll by Ms. Radlein ..o 237
Cross EXam‘ination of Eddie Ray Lyell by Mr. Drylie.....ccoceeeviinvieneiienienieieneenie e 253
Direct Examination of Curtis Morris by Ms. Radlein .................. ...................................... ..256
Cross Examinaﬁon of Curtis Morris by Mr. Drylie ... 290
Redirect Examination of Curtis Morris by.Ms. Radlein ........................................................ 294
Direct Examination ofjames W. Green by Ms. Radlein ..................... .................. 295 .
Cross Examination of James W. Green by Mr. Drylie.... ....................................................... 304
Direct Examination of Jennifer Nates by vMs. Radlein.........cccuveeeeeiieieniececeece e, 305
Cross Examinatibn of Jennifer Nates by Mr. Drylie ....ccccoevivveeiieeciieeierccienns R 321
Redirect Examination of Jennifer Nates by Ms. Radlein ..................... ceer b 322



111
" Direct Examination of William James Tyler Nelson by Mr. Eargle .......cccccoveveveeecvnnnnnnnn. 323
Cross Examination of William James Tyler Nelson by Mr. Drylie ........ccoooveiiicnninnnin, 337
Redirect Examination of William James Tyler Nelson by Mr. Eargle.........cccccoceiniinnnnins 338
Direct Examination of Janice Edwards Ross by Ms. Radlein .........c..cc.cocoereverrrurioereniaennns 342
Cross Examination of Janice Edwards Ross by Mr. Castro .......cccccecceveeeeivnenninieninininnnnens 350
Direct Examination of Montrell Deshawn Troutman by Mr. Drylie.......c..ccooeviiiciinnnnnn. 353
Cross Examination of Montrell Deshawn Troutman by Ms. Radlein ... 368
Closing Argument by Ms. Radlein ..o JETTURTRURR 417
Closing Argument by Mr. Drylie......ccccoeniemioiciiiincoccorienieneenceceenens ettt 433
Closing Argument by Ms. Radlein .........cccoooieiiiiicecricccc s 444
Charge OF the JUIY ittt bbb s 449
VEEAICE OF the JUY wevvvvrrreeeeeeeooeesesseeseeesesesssssessssssesesssseesessesssssessseseesssesssesssseessssesssessssessesesens 477
Sentence of the Court............ s 493
Certificate of Counsel ........ccceueeeee. e 496



A % WITNESSES
EPD

The State of South Carotma
County of EDGEFIELD
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

' SEPTEMBER TERM 2015

THE STATE
ys.

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
. 2015A1910200080 =

__MONTRELL DESHAWN TROUTMAN__

Al "ﬂo&feFGRAND JURY

3. : iﬁrand Jurym 2 6 2015 o

3 VERD!CT -

1{319@3 1’1

CDR#0116

" Indictment for-, -

MURDER ’ THE ABOV— fS ATRUE COFY OF THE' folte
ST o WHICH IS ONFILE N THE, GFFICE OF TH%

CLERK OF COURT OF EUGEFEELD uOUl\.TY SC

DONALDV MYERS SQL!C&TOR
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INDICTMENT FOR
) " )
COUNTY OF EDGEFIELD ) . MURDER"

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on August 26, 2015 the Grand Jurors

of Edgeﬂeld County present upon their oath:

| .Thé-t MQNTRELL DESHAWN TROUTMAN, did in Edgefield County
on or about June 6,2015, feloniously, willfully and with malice afofémought; Kill
Leric Merriweather, the viétim, by means of a éﬁn‘shot in h'ié left u;‘ﬁper' chest with
a handgun and that the saxd v1ct1m dled in Edgeﬁeld County as a proximate: result
thereof in v1olat10n of the Conimon Law and §16 -3-10, South Carolina Code of .
Laws,. 1976 as amended w1th penalties prov1ded for in §16-3-20, South Carolma

. --Code ofLaws, 1976 as amended

Against the peace and dlgnlty of the State, and conirary to the statute in’:

A

ASS;STA i

madé and provided,’

S
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. s"rATg, OF SOUTH CAROLINA

; ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
“COUNTYOF .. ) ‘ i
STATE - g INDICTMENI‘/CASL# SRIE]
NI ZH A/WH T 2015A1910200080
AKA: fcessly  Daleof Offense: LG/BR0LS
Race: 36 ) 8.C.Code § ,16 03-0010 =, ¢
IRttt ? . Ve p ¥
DOB:y | CDRCodet. . 0116 . VG
Address: {777 ) LOF
City,State,zip.” o -
L e ) SENTENCE SHEET Ppeajs -
*CDL YCSD Nel] («MV Yes(] NOE:,. Tazmat Yes[] No_, P ' ’ :
1ndss;§osma <\f the wd md;cimem comc; oW, ﬂ\gDefendant who was % CONVICTED OF or

o
inviolationof § v
(] NON-VIOLENT * g

f'wou_m" ‘ tt:}'s&mou

-, probation, which are mcorporatel;i
[} SONCURRENT of ¥

by’ the State Depanmcnt of C,

S

.. [ The Defendam is to.be placed on'!he Cesitral Rt.g:stry of Chﬂd Abuse and Neglect pursuant to 8.C. Code §17-25-135.

" pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,1t is unlawful fora person convicted of a viclation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Crimlinal
Domestic leence) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or smmunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
DRESTITUTION: G Defcrrcd 7] Def. Waives Hearing [Dordered  PTUP S
Total: §, * plus 20% fee: _ S JP— . i _ d'ays/hou\rs Public Service Emplo}rvﬁenf' o
Payment Terms: - ] L : Obtain GED 0 . ) .
) Setby SCDPPPS e et Attend Voe. Rehab. or Job’ Corp
| R e s May serve WIE begining ¢
Reclptent - . - Substance Abuse.Counseling
*Fine: I S J . dorn Drﬁ&’meahol testing

§ 14-1-206 (Assessrients 107.5° %)

C g4 2ll(A)(I)(C0nv Surcharge)

§ 14 1-211(A)2) ([}LI Surcharge)

§ 56-5-2995 (DUL Assegsment)
.§ 56-1- 286 (DU Brisdth Test)
‘Proviso 47.9 (Public DeffProb)

§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Fungi

g 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surchasge):

- §350-21- 114(BUL Bmath Test Fee)

‘g 56-5-2942(]) (Vclmie Assessment) )
- Provxso 90,5 (SCCIA Surcharge) $5

3% 1o County (if paid in installments)

dmmg probatwn %

TOTAL . Bresiding Judgc
. Clerk of Cdun/ Deputy Clerk® Judge Code:*

..Sentence Dater, o ..

SCCAZIT (03201 1)
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| "WITNESSES

 Edgefield Police Department
Sgt. Mark Pica
Law Enforcement Case #:

SR

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

E417-STR-0018

__-.__—._—-"——.——'—
ettt e

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

EERD!GT

Comalh + Bulery 1™ Dagrs
G Ve ;"’f&ﬁ

Farepemcn of Petft Jury
Date: _

DOCKET NO. 2017GS1301818

The State of South “('f’::aroi'ina_

N 'Coqnt.y of Edgefield

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

OCTOBER TERM 2017 -

THE STATE
vS.

Montreil Deshawn Troutmaﬁ

_CDR#: 341 0‘ -

lndlctment for

Attempted Mu';der e

© §16-03-0029 -

S. R }iubbard

) owf;mv

THE ABOVE xwm
WHICH 1S ON FILE IN THE OF
cuzax. OF COURT OF EDGEF

4&&»&{'%&{.»

CHARL&SL REEL CLERK OF &,QURT
{OF GENERAL SESSIONS AND-
. COMMONPLERS. e‘c(s(c.,:




:\‘

INDICTMENT FOR

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
' Attempted Murder

)

. - )

COUNTY OF EDGEFIELD -~ ) o
. : ) § 16-03-0029-

At a Court of General Sessions, cor'ivened on October 2017, the Grand Jurors of |

Edgefield County present upon their oath

That Nontrell Deshawn Troutman in Edgefield County, South Carollna on or

about June 6, 2015, d|d with the. mtent to kill, attempt to kill another person W(th mallce
» aforethought either express or implied, to wit; the Defendant did shoot at Kexth Math:s

in v10|at|on of §16-03-0029 of the Code of Laws of South Carohna (1976 as amended)

provnded




D0~

. STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
¥ COUNTY OF, ... Edgefield ek
STATE 7 Vs T T T4 INDICTMENT/CASE#:
R _ Montrell Deshawn Troutman % AIWH: ..‘El‘ﬁSTR-ObIQ:. .
R S————— ity . Date of Offense: . 6/6/2013 ...
Sext M Age: 38 "') S.C.Code § :.16 03 0029 L
N S O : )  CDRCodet: - 3410, <yl
City;State 2ip"™ 5, 'W:*mz g T ) . Of Apma.
DL#. ] Edpefield MQ_“Q,.W S e )) SENTENCE SHEET ppea/s
*CDL Yes[] No[] CMV YesD No[J HazmatYé‘sD No[J o SR
In: d:spasmcih:_zhss;jémdvn@%comes now the Defendant who was . ﬁ CONVICTED OF or []PLEADS

of the S C. Code of Laws, bearmg CDR Code B

['_:} VIOLENT [ISERIOUS  [MOST SERIOUS  [] Mandatory. (xP‘S&/ T 0817-25-45
. c . (CSC wiminor 15t or Lewd Act)
; "'ﬁ]ntﬁéged; {TJLesser Included Offense, . [TjDefendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury.” - {defendant’s initials)
itheyt Negotiations or Recommendation, D Negotiated Sentence [:3 Recommendauon by the State.”

SCBar# T e endant Attomeyfchetendam SCBar#‘

WHERI:I'ORE the’ v_efendam is commited to the State Department of Corrections, _ I:] County Detentlon Center, |
for & determinate-term of /Z’ days/mcntha@ or” D ‘inder the Youthful Orfcndé:; Act not to exceed years
‘ and/or to pay a fineof § o ... provided that upon the service of days/months/years and/or payment

; plus costs and assessments as applicable®; the balance is suspended thh probatmn for.

_S.C Code §24-13~40 f0. be caicuiatcd and sppbed by the State

artmer Correetions.: %f )
0 The I)efendam istobe pmm o thc Central egistry ot Child: Abuse and Neg!ect pursuant to §.C. Code §17-25 135

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Seetlon 922, it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation oI‘Section 16—25 20 or 16-25 65 {Domestic
Violence } to smp, transport, pussess, ar receive a firearm or ammunition,

. SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
(RESTITUTION: [} Deferred (] Def. Waives Hearing” DQrﬁered PTUP ...
Total: §. o PlUS20%fees $ : :  days/hours Publlc Service Employmcnt
Paymcancrms v e e S . Obtain GED ]

Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp
May serve W/E begining

Recipient: ST PO —— o - Substance Abuse Counseling
*Fine: 5 Random Drug/Alcohol testing
§ 14-1-206 (‘\5““55‘“"“ts T075%) 3 Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive woek ylmamhly
§ 14-1-211(A)(}) (Conv. Surcharge) $100 3 o pmts. 0f § o .
§ 14-1-211{A}2) (DUI Surcharge) . Slb’(_)() s s o
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 $ B re————
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) o oss TR Other e
' Proviso 61.6 (Public Def/Probation) $500 S i
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Fifidifig) s § .
g 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surchinrge): $150.  §° o :
§ 50-21-114 (BUL'Breath Test Fee) $50 w;$ T [7] Appointed PD or app :
§ 56-5-2942()) (Vehicle Asscssment) $40/ca %5 . §Proviso 61.6- reqques SSQQ B
3%to County  (if paid in installments) $ - during probation and v.b'_ 1 be
: - any other fees. e :
TOTAL S . Presiding Judge B ex
. Clerk of Court/ Deputy Clerk 'Yw;-g, ) Jud!%e Code: ”‘Z/{‘Q ~
© Court Reporter: ; e Tz Sentence Date:
SCCA/217 (07/2016) S




WITNESSES
Edgefield Police Department
Sgt. Mark Pica

Law Enforcement Case #:

rereronseeee

' ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

E17-8TR-0017

ACTION OF GRAND JURY ~

i yuided Nubos

fhe State of South Caro!ina
County of Edgefield

COURT OF GENEﬁAL SESSIONS

' OCTOBER TERM 2017

THE STATE
vs.

Montrell Deshawn Troutman

CDR#‘ 34‘30

_ lndlctmentfor ’

' Attempted-Murder

. . §16-03-0029

Date

S.R. Hubbard III, SOLICITOR

.,

THE ABOVE 1S A TRUE COPY OF THE ORIGINAL -
WHICH IS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
- GUERK OF GOURT OF EDGEFIELD f‘ourm' sc

C.ém&m Kal

» CHARLES L-REEL, CLERK-OF COURT
OF GENERAL SESSIONS AND
COMMON PLEAS, ECS.C.



 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) T ENDIC TMENT FQB
e 9 K Attempted Murder
COUNTY OF EDGEFIELD ) :
: 3 ) § 16~0370029 ot

: At a Court of General Sessions, convened on October 2017, the Grand Jurors of
Edgefield County. present upon their cath:

That Montren Deshawn Troutman in Edgeﬂeld County, South Carolina, on or’
ebeut June 6, 2015, did. with the mtent to Kill, attempt to kil another person with malice
aforethought either express or implied, to wit: the Defendant did shoot at Carlo Harr|s~

in vnolatlon of §16 -03-0029 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976, as amended)

Against the peace and dignity of the State and contrary to the statute in’ such case made and/

SN

provided. .

el

T ASSISTANT eéit:’

TOR:
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(STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

O*LO\@‘CS

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

)
COUNTYOF _° .  Cdgeficld ) _
STATE N =) INDICTMENT/CASE#':? 20170519% i
- . Montrell Deshawn Troutman ; AIWH: _EITSTROOL7 . o
i iy, Date of Offense: 5/6/2015
. Aget 38 . ) $.C.Code § ;_16-03- 0029
por i : 4 CDRCodo#: . 3410° gv Gm §
ress: : B
i Sy ) \ of A
Ctty,SMw o T Edgeficld, 5C29824. e ODegls:
DLE: __SIDH: _5C02211243 3; SENTENCE SHEET - peals

*CDL Yes (] 1\0{] CMV Yes[1 No{"] -Hazmat Yes[]] No[’j

In disposition; Ofﬁf said. mdn”nm comes now the Defendant who was

) CONVIQTED OF or  [JPLEADS

in vwlanon of § L ofthe S.C. Code of Laws, beanng CDR Code # P g

J NON-VIOLENT TZ\'_VIC)LENI pSI:Rl()US [IMOST SERIOUS [ Mandatory GPS™ "V 817-25-45
oy o {CSC w/minor st or Lewd Act) ‘

Q As lndncted :] Lesser [ncluded Offense, - []Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. - (defendant's initials)

ﬂhom Negotiations or Recommendanon, {:} I\egonated Scntencc O Recommendanon by the State.

The charge is:
The.plea is:
TIESD

e SC Ba}é.‘

"éc B T

W ,REY(}R;E the Defendam is commited to the [Z]gate Depariment of Carrections, D County Detention Center,

for a determinate term pf 27 daya/monu'@ or  [J underthe Youthful Offender Act notto exceed years
and/or to pay a fine of§ .. . provided thatuponthe serviceof days/months/years and/or payment

of§ ; plus costs and ssessments as gpplicable”; the balance is suspended with probation ot

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probanon, Parole and Pardon Serwces standard condntlons of
: o sihi :

£/5 L Zﬂfic;fffé’/
md__applggévby The State

it 15:30 be placedio he&eni:a;,ﬁﬂgmw of Child: A de. §l7 “25-135,

it ts untawiulfor o person cmwictcd af ¥ vmmﬂon al' Secttau 16:28-20 or 16-25-65 (Domestic

mGmce } to: ib 118 ¢ ira P 85, 0r reteive  firdarmor. wingitnition;.

) . ) . SSPECIAL ("()NDIT!ONS
CJRESTITUTION: ] Deferred {77 Def. Watves Hearing Oordered pTUP _ S
*Total: 8, .- plus20%fee: % days/hours Public Service Employment
_+ Payment Terms:” -

..a»[] Setby SCDPPP§

ObtainGED [ B
Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp -

e e e Maysorve WiBbegiing e
Recipletls: oo il a2 cemnmer. SUbStance Abuse Counseling td
. *Fine: . ) - L Random Drug,/Alcohol testing 0 ok
§ 14-1-206 (Asscssments 107.5 %) 5 ... Fine'may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/momhly
B § 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) . $100 B $ . pmts. of$§ . begmnmg
§ 14-1-21 L{A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) 3 )
§ 56-5-2995 (DUIL Assessment) g A, pa‘d to Public I Defe"de’ F“"d
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) g Other -

Proviso 61.6.{Public Def/Probation) “$

§ 14-1-212 (Law Eaforce. Fundifig): §25 £

g 14-1213 (Drug Court Surcharge) - s150 7% S . iy :
§5021-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) - 850 8 . - . ] Appointed PD or appou\ted other counse]

§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40fca B i §Proviso 61.6 requires §500 g paid to Clerk
3% 1o County  (if paid in installments) $ i during probation and sht_all_bg; ¢ :

any other fees.
Presiding Judge
Judge Code:.

sGCARIT (07/20!6) wl
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SNFINESSES
Edgefield Police Department
Sgt. Mark Pica ‘
Law Enf&cement Casg #: ‘
‘ — - SR

The State of South Carolina
" County of Edgefield

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

E17-STR-0019

_COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

OCTOBER TERM 2017

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

VERDICT

e L —

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date: }

- THE STATE
- vS. :

‘Montrell Dgéhawn Troutihan

lndlctment for

Possessnon of a Weapon During the
Commnssnon of a Violent Cnme

§ 16-23-0490

&E {: REEL
0? G&ERAL :.:E
Ef}?é"ﬁﬁﬁ PLEAS.

E, SC



provided:.

INDICTMENT FOR

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) )

) % Possession of a Weapon During the
)

)

COUNTY OF EDGEFIELD Comm|ssnon of a Violent Crlme

§ 16.23-0490

~—

Ata Court of General Sesssons, convened on October 2017, the Grand Jurors of
Edgefield. County present upon their oath

That Montrell Deshawn Troutman did, in Edgef ield County; South Carolina, on

‘or about June 6, 2015, knowingly and willfully, possess a firearm during the commnssuon

of a violent crime or attempt to commit a violent crime, to wit: Murder and/or Attempted

Murder, such weapon described as a fxrearm in vnolat;on of § 16-23-490 of the Code of -

. Laws of South Carolina {1976, as amended).

.«"/. J /

~ 3" 5

Agalnst the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and _ :‘

¥

11



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

' COUNTY OF . - Edgofield )
STAGE . T VS )
- Montren Deshawn Troutman )
B 2
Race! -y
DOBi, ‘)'
Addres )
City,; btate Zisp T )
DL# . SIDE . SC02211243. ¥

*CDL Yes{ ] Nol:] 'CM\/ ‘{es[] No{] Hazmat Yes[] Nol*
In disposition of the 3 mé

“AIWH:

N THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
INDICTMENT/CASE#:
CELDSTROMS
Date of Offense: ., 6/6/2013
S.C.Code § #..16:23-:0490
CDR Code #; 0549

2017651901819

:  CONVICTED OF or

. §C1§d* {:]Lcsscr lncludcd Offense,

DDefcndant Wawes Presentment to Grand Jury.
{1 Negotiated Sentence, '

: mmeég‘co 5, now szt who was O PLEADS
) of the 8.C. Code of Laws bearmg CDR Codc # (‘)ﬁ ‘!\q .
{j VIOLENT [_’]SERIOUS {(IMOST SERIOUS 7 Mandatory cps™ - [JE17-25-45

(CSC wiminor lstor Lewd Act),
- " .. (defendant’s injtials)
D Reccmmwdatlon by the State.

fora determmate term of .,
and/or to pay a fine of §
of§ .

probahon, which are. mcorporated by reference.
: ; 0 CONSECUTIVE to sentence ony;

Detandant
btat Deparlment of (,orrcctmns,

fy ,[f‘ under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed
: prov1ded that upon the service of

- Attomey fm‘D_' fondant SC Bar#t
Cmmty Detentlon Center,

years
days/momhs/years and/or payment

2:plus costs and assessmems as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for_ et

months/years and sub}cct to South Carolina Depanmem of Probation, Parole and Pardon ‘Servxces standard condmons of

i) be Poen oredit for'hmz, served purauzmt 19:5.C. Code §24-13-1 4()' ‘ ‘jbe e:alcumed ami apphed by the State

oF

: 4 :thc-.(}emra!;{@glsvy of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135. ",
Pursuant to 18 U S C Section 922 it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Domestic

Violence ) to smp, transport, pussess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
DREST[TUT]ON {7 Déferred D Dcf Waivcs lkarmg DOrdercd PTUP . . ] -
Total:  $ plus 20% fee: $ ' days/hours Public S‘mce Employment
Payment Temms: . Obt ain, GED 5

[ Setby SCDPPPS

0= ;
,Mtcnd Yoo Rehab, or Job Corps

$100:
:sl 04;
512

sis0
&50
;Sé()‘/ca '

: 3% to County (1f pald in installments)

TOTAL

. Sentenre Datg:

SLCNZ]“I (07!2016)

12

Wﬂ: begming
e Ablse 'Ceunselmg

o Appointed PD or appotn i} other’ :
8Proviso 61.6 refjliires: 5500 be paid 1o € ;
during probation an ihet I_Iecte before s
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MONTRELIL DESHAWN TROUTMAN (IN CAMERA) - DIRECT BY MR. DRYLIE

saying that?

98

A Not right offhand. I remember him saying that

anything you say will, you know, can only help you.

Q Now, were you there when Sergeant Pica told

Mr. Troutman that he could go to prison forever,

that he would be sure to see him in prison forever?

A T don't recall that, no, sir.
MR. DRYLIE: No further questions.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MS. RADLEIN: No redirect, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sir, you may step down.

Thank you.

MS. RADLEIN: No further witness from the

State, Yoqr Honor.

MR. DRYLIE: We call Montrell Troutman for the

limited purposes of this hearing.

MONTRELL DESHAWN TROUTMAN,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please be seated. State your full

- name and spell your last name for the record.

.. THE WITNESS: Montrell Troutman,
T-r-o-u-t-m-a—-n.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DRYLIE:

Q Now, Montrell, I just want to talk to you for a

minute about the second hearing. Okay?
Y

18

Now,

did



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MONTRELL

Q

were

DESHAWN TROUTMAN (IN CAMERA) - CROSS BY MS. RADLEIN

147

Around what time was that?
I don't know exactly what time, ma'am.

You mentioned the gun. When did you get the

After I woke up.

Okay. When?

" That was -- it had to be 7:00, 7:30, something

that.

All right.

Eight o'clock, around that time.

I'm going to tryAto keep up. So you know you

at the cookout around 3:30, 4:00. Now you're

saying around 7:00, 8:007

A

came

Q

A

guns

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Yeah, because another dude, Raymond Harris,
to my house, top.
Why did Raymond Harris come to your house?

Told me they was riding around in the car with

looking for me.

You told law enforcement that?

Yes.
You did? You told law enforcement that?

Well, no, I told my -- the investigator.

But back on June 7th and June 15th, twice

speaking with law enforcement, you tcld them that?

A

No, ma'am.

19
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The other side of that, what you argue, defense
counsel, Without your help, nothing we can really‘,
do. I do believe at that point ——-i don't like the.
choice of words; however, I do not believe that that
rises to the level that would prohibit the
introduction or the admissibility of his statement,
but your objection is so noted for the record.

MR. DRYLIE: Judge, I Jjust ask — I;ve got
extra copies that we make Peake, as well as State v.
Corns court's exhibits.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. Go ahead.

(Court's Exﬁibit Numbers 5 and 6, case
cites, markéd for identification.)

THE COURT: Are there any other matters,
pretrial matters, that we need.to take up today?

IMS. RADLEiN: Yes, Your Honor, in terms of my
motion in limine. I have one that is not in
writing, Your Honor. It will be in reference to --
I apologize.

THE COURT: The victim's criminal record?

MS. RADLEIN: What did you say, Your Honor?

THE COURT: The victim's criminal record?

MS. RADLEIN: That's correct, Your Honor. I
was Jjust trying to get to my notes. I apologize.

It's the State's position that the deceased

20
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victim's criminal record in this case is not
admissible, Your Honor. I believe any attempts to
paint the two --

THE éOURT: Well, let me ask this guestion:
Does not the rule -- well, go ahead. Let me hear
from you..

MS. RADLEIN: Okay.

THE COURT: Then I'll ask. Go ahead. .

MS. RADLEIN: It's the State's position that
the criminal record of the defendant does not have a
tendenéy to make any fact at issue in this matter --

THE COURT: You mean the‘victim.

P
MS. RADLEIN: The deceased victim.

THE COURT: You said defendanti I'm sorry. éo:
aheadé

MS. RADLEIN: I apologize, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That's all right.

MS. RADLEIN: I'm probably tired. I'll just
read.

THE COURT: Go ahead. .

MS. RADLEIN: 1It's the State's position that
ghe criminal record of the deceased victim does not
have an? tendency to make any fact at iésue in this

matter more or less probable than would be the case

if the evidence did not exist and neither it proves

- 21
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nor it disproves any of the elements of any of the
crimes with which the defendant is charged. |

I also would aréue that the prior record does
ﬁot go to credibility since the victim is deceased
in this case and will not be a witness whose
credibility will be judged by the jury at trial.

The prejudicial effect of permitting the
defendant to admit these records would far outweigh
any probative value they may have under Rule 403,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: What about 404 (a) (2)?.

MS. RADLEIN: Again, I think that would go
towards -— if the defendant testifies in his claim
for self-defense in terms of saying that the v;ctim
Qas the first aggressor, I will say that there can
be some parameters. Iﬁ'he says he has a reputation,
I think it should be limited to that.

If he can't make showing that any of the
specific conducts, which would be his criminal
record, which nonevof them are any actual crimes of
violence, but if he can't make a showing that he was
present during those specific acts éf conduct énd
they were directed towards him, fhen I don't believe
he should be able to testify to them; therefore, his

prior record would not be admissible.
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In terms of any previous disagreements, Your
Honor, the rules are clear on that. He can talk
about it if he goes directly related to this issue.

In terms of comments that he's a known killer
or a beast of the streets or he's an 0G or in a
gang, I do not believe that is admissible. I
believe he would be limited to reputatién and
opinion. And I believe the case law ié very clear
in terms of limiting. I believe State versus Day,
that case even allowed the witness to talk about
because he had a prior dealing. And I believe, in
that case, my understanding, there was an in camera
hearing,.so the judge was able to judge the
credibility of it, determine that this person did
have a previous encounter with the victim in that
case, but, again, that court said it was proper to
actually limit that te his reputation, not go into
specific acts.

In this case, the victim's record, just so Your
Honor is well aware of it, no convictions for a
crime of violence in this case, Your Honor. What I
believe defense counsel may try to go into would be
a 2011 possession of a sawed-off shotgun. And in
that case, Jjust the nature of the circumstances,

there was a shooting incident. He was shot at and

23 .
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then he pulled a gun and shot back. So he was
listed as a victim in that case as well.

THE COURT: All right.

MS. RADLEIN: And other than that,‘Your Honor,
his magistrate offenses would not even be admissible
should he have been able to testify. And so I
believe his prior record shouldn't be admissible.
And iﬁ terms of any other act that he may know that
formed his opinion as known killer, because we have
no evidence that he's a known killer, sc there's no
conviction for it; therefore, I don't believe it's
admissibie.

He can tesfify all he wants that he was in fear
for his iife. I will not be objecting to limiting
that, but, Your Honor, I would definitely be
objecting if he tries to go into anything to put the -
viétim on trial today. It's not his trial.

In terms of -- while we're taking this up, Your
Honor, I'll also take up the actual audio that you
were able to listen to. In terms.of the defendant's
statements, defense and I were able to somewhat
agree on the redactions. I believe there Was one
particular one that I told them that I would take
up, but I'm now consenting to. So I'm es;entially

consenting to all of his requested redactions in
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this case, which I believe there were about a dozen
of them.

In addition, I didn't give him specific,
because I didn't make them until yesterday, the
final numbers, but the additiocnal references I did
tell him that I would be redacting from the --
should they actualiy be played during the course of
this trial, redacting any reference to beast of the
street, redacting any reference to known killer,
redacting any reference to gang in.this case, Your
Honor. And I Qould request that it be limited -as
well on the stand.

Any specifics I can present to the defense

should he wish, but any =- we agree to any hearsay,

and so I would say it cut both ways, whatever
benefits and what doesn't. I've now consented to
all of that being redacted as well and have prepared
the redactions. And I can give him a copy of it
tomorrow so he can listen to prior to the State
actually seeking introduction of it during the
triai.

I just want to make sure I've covered
everything. We've agreed to redact anything talking
about the actual process, him getting & lawyer, him

being in jail, in both statements, redact any

25
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hearsay.

And there's alsoc a reference to Pooh, which is

the second -- the third victim in this case, Keith

Mathis,

ordering some young followers to jump him, .

which again he didn't testify to here today, but to

jump him some weeks prior. But you saw my -- I

elicited that as best as I could, When were the last

threats made? And he said he couldn't remember.

But he

still went to this person's house. I would

even question the credibility of that.

But, Your Honor, in terms of suggesting that

the victims in this case put other people up to it,

I would also request to redact that since it

suggests gang activity, which there's no proof of

that.

But the State's position is, based on the case

law in

this case, the State intends to give the

defendant a fair trial. 2and I believe that the

victim,

be put

the deceased victim in this case, should not

on trial. So I don't believe the nature of

any prior dealings that did not involve the

defendant should come into -- should come in before

the jury.

MR. DRYLIE: Judge, addressing the redaction

issue,

I think I need to see what exactly she's

26
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redacting before I can answer it.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, look at that
overnight.

MR. DRYLIE: I can.

THE COURT: And we can address that first thing
in the morning.

MS. RADLEIN: I apologize, Your Honor. It was
being -- I didn't finish going through it. It's
really lehgthy. It's 37 pages of transcript and it
was about 32 spots. And. they just finished it today
in Lexington. So I don't anW’if I'll be able to
get it to him tonight. I will tell you that I
don't --

THE COURT: You're talking about in writing or
a typed out trgnscript?

MS. RADLEIN: Well, it's not a real transcript.
Someone —-- our law clerk did it, but I went through
and highlighted that portion. But the actual
recorded audio I won't be able to give it to him
£till tomorrow. ‘But I can tell you, Your Honor, I
don't believe I'm introducing it actuaily tomorrow.
So if we can take it up Wednesday morning or if he |
has --

THE COURT: Is that sufficient?

MR. DRYLIE: That's fine with me. I wouldn't

27
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mind a copy of the highlighted stuff today so I can
start going through it.

MS. RADLEIN: 1It's work product.

THE COURT: Well, that's what you intend to
take out, isn't it? We ain't playing hide the ball
here.

‘MS. RASLEIN: I'm not trying to hide the ball.
It's just a lot of work.

.THE COURT: I understand, but I mean, you're --
how is it work product when it;s exactly what you're
intending td take out or redact?

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Isn't that what you're proposing?

MS. RADLEIN: That's correct, Your Honof. I
apologize.

THE COURT: I'm just asking. I mean, it may
be. I just don't understand it. If it is,‘further
explain it to me. |

'MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, it was performed in
our office by listening to the audios. It was very

extensive. It may not even be entirely accurate. T

haven't completely -- I listened to it in terms of

the transcripts. I've handwritten, edited what

was ——

THE COURT: Anything you handwrote and that

28
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kind of -- have you transcribed the statements?
MR. DRYLIE: I have not transcribed these

statements. I've listened to them numerous times,

.but I have not transcribed.them.

THE COURT: You don't have to give him anything

where you've written on stuff and et cetera. I

mean, I agree with that.

MR. DRYLIE: I'm just trying to get an idea,
buf -

- THE COURT: Well, why don't y'all sit down and
talk about it when we break here today.

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Honor, but just so
wé'fe clear, it's litefally any reference that I
just put on the record, the gang stuff, the known
killer, beast of the streets, however many times it
was repeated, and then the stuff that we agreed to
stipulate. |

> THE COURT: Well, I mean, we're going to listen
to it or he's going,to have a chance to listen to it
before -- when I make a decision on it, before he
agrees or disagrees on it. All right? |

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Honor.

MR. DRYLIE: And then, Judge, with regard to

the victim's prior criminal history and prior -- you

~ know, I'm under the impression’ that specific acts of
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conduct aren't admissible, but the character and
repuﬁation evidence is somewhat. There's also --
Judge, the 2011 shooting incident tﬁat involved
Leric Merriweather also involved Lamont Mathis. And
out of that --

THE COURT: Well, let me ask you this and then
I'1l let you say: I mean, I've looked at some case
law on it. Does not the rules and the case law
specifically address, for instance, threats by the
victim against him and whether or not they were in a
certain time period as to whether or not that is
admissible?

MR. DRYLIE: It does. Now —--

THE COURT: I mean, you just can't -- and if
you want me to .look at some different case law, I'11
be happy to. - You can e-mail it to me tonight, but
certainly the victim's not on trial here.

MR. DRYLIE: And, Judge, I understand tﬂat and 
that's what I was trying to get to real quick.

THE COURT: .I'm sorry. Go ahead.

MR. DRYLIE: You know, there are certain things
that I think the door.could be opened to at some
point during the trial and that's -- that's what I'm
saying to cover --

THE COURT: I mean, if the State paints him as

30
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a, you know, pure as the day is long, I mean that,
you know, I don't know what the — what may come
out. I mean, many doors in a trial can be opened as
to anything, you know. B

MR. DRYLIE: I don't want to lock myself into
an answer right there.

THE COURT: I understand.

MR. DRYLIE: The caée law, you know, my
understanding for prior acts of violence against
other people is it has to be within a certain
timeframe. I know oné case'says 23 yeafs is too
long, one says about six months was okay. You know,
we'vg got something in the middle here.

But there is one issue that we might as well
just go ahead and take up toda& because the 2011
iﬁcident -- and it;s not so much about the victim in
this casé, but -- weil, one of the -- not so much
about the deceased, but about anqther victim. He
pled to giving false information to the police out
of that incident. .And the false information that he
gave was covering up for Leric Merriweather, who's
the deceased in this case.

Now, . that normally would stop us there. It's

just Mr. Mathis, that night he left the scene and

from my understanding, he didn't talk to law
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enforcement until May of 2017 of this year. And so
I think biés is always an issue and I think there
could be some elements of bias that come into that.

THE COURT: Is that not a jury issue as far as,
you know, the iength of time in which he failed to
talk to law enforcement versus -- I mean, are you
not Jumping kind of from A to.Z that so and so,
whoever it may be, was covering for Leric
Merriweather?

MR. DRYLIE: But I think I can ask the gquestion
that he's covered for him before. |

THE COURT: What relevant -- I mean, I'm not
sure -- help me out here. And I'm not saying you
can't, I'm just asking you to further help me out a
little bit because I don't see it right now.

I'1l hear from you in a.minute. I know you'ﬁe
got an objection, but it's his turn now.

Yes, sir.

MR. DRYLIE: You know, the relevance of it
would be -- it's my understanding from this is that
law enfércement tried to contact him and he didn't
want to talk ét some point. And so, you know, this
has happened before with these same two people and
it involved a shooting. And so, you know, it would

be our argument that, to present a complete defense,
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the jury should be.able to hear that.

THEVCOURT: That he's covered for Merriweather
before? |

MR. DRYLIE: Yes. Because, obviously,

Mr. Troutman's position is that, you know, Leric
started this confrontation.

You know, quite honestly, I don't expect
Mr. Mathis to testify to that on the stand. Now,
there might be some other people that testify at
something éloser to that and I think that goes t;J
his bias, his personal bias. These guys were
friénds and went back a long ways is my
understanding. And so, you know, fhe fact that he'
has lied to .law enforcement about Ler;c shooting at .
someone before and whyxwouldn'ﬁ'he lie ébout Leric
éfarting this altercation?

THE COURT: Was he charged with giving'falsé
information?

MR. DRYLIE: He was charged with accessory to:a
felony. And then they nol prossed that and he pled
to giving false info. |

THE COURT: Okay. Which would go to his
credibility?

MR. DRYLIE: It would.

THE COURT: Under what rule are you-allowed tQ'
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go into the facts and circumstances of that?

MR. DRYLIE: And, Judge, I believe it was -- in

‘looking at 608, all it says is that it's in your

discretion and that there's no South Carolina case
law that allows us to go into that.

THE COURT: I'ﬁ telling you, in federal court,
they go into it all day long. State court is -
different.

MR. DRYLIE: And at the very least, Judge, I'd
like to be able to proffer that at the appropriate
time. \

THE COURT: Okay.

All right. Let me hear from you, ma'am.v

MS. RADLEIN: Thank you, Your Honor. I think
youvhit it right on the head. There is no rule or
case iaw that allows the defendant in this case to
go into the nature éf any criminal éonviction, which
that is what it is. I don't think he's allowed to
go into the facts and circumstances of it, Jjust how
I wouldn't be allowed to go into the facts and
circumstances of the defendant's prior record. I'm
left with what I have, which is the conviction.

And so I think barring any rule, statute or
case law, I don't believe it's permissible in this

case. Fair game, I would even concede he's allowed
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to ask him, would you cover up for him now? And
he's left with that answer. I don't believe he can
go into --

THE COURT: Extrinsic information.

MS. RADLEIN: Exactly, Your Honor. I don't
believe the rules allow it.

Additionally, in terms of -- I was going to get
to that, but in terms of Keith Mathis when he
testifies as to that 2011 conviction, I think
another reason that would keep out the facts and
circumstances of 1t, because that defendant will not
have any knowledge of it nor was he there. He
testified, I_believe, he'd only been living here for
six months at the time and so anything that he knows
that happened in 2011, if he knew, I'm sure he knew\
once hé got discovery in this case, but prior to
then, I doubt he had it. And it wouldn't go to any
state of mind. It wouldn't go to anything -- that
specific incident would not go to state of mind
because he didn't witness it and no rule or case law
allows 1t in.

MR. DRYLIE: And, Judge, sorry, to rebut one
thing real quick, we didn't get this in discovery.
We went out and subpoenaed this report and got it

last Thursday. And, actually, his conviction for
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the giving false info wasn't showing on his rap

sheet. I walked up to the magistrate court because

I found it on the public index and got it there. So
it wasn't some scheme that it seems like they're
trying make up, but I think it goes to bias.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Weil, if you
want to get me anything, any case'law to look at,
I'll be happy to, but I will, at a minimum, let you
proffer whatever you so desire.

MS. RADLEIN: And, Your Honor, additionally,
the motion in limine does request that -- depending
on your ruling, I would fequest that before any
questions are asked where we know we're.going into
it,rfor example, I open up the door, which I don't
intend to; before he's allowed to cross—-examine any
witness, that we take that up outside the presence
of the jury. Because once it's out there, it's out
there.

THE COURT: You know, if one of your witnesses
opens the door and you believe they've opened the
door, you certainly can get up and let me know that
you believe we have a matter of law we need to take
up and I'll send the jury out and we'll deal with
it.

MS. RADLEIN: Thank you, Your Honor.
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MR. DRYLIE: Can I just respond real quick?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. DRYLIE: My one concern is with the way the
motion's ﬁhrased is that, you know, she has in
there, Any question regarding prior acts and
repetition of the deceased, I think reputation of.
the deceased is fair game. I don't: think I have to

ask that outside the presence of the jury.

MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, if it's limited to

just do you know -- are you familiar with reputation
of the defendant -- I mean, of the deceased in this
case, are you —-- and if they say no —--

THE COURT: You're stuck with it.

MS. RADLEIN: -- you;;e stuck with it. I don't
think he can specifically start’‘initially with, Are
you familiar with the victim's reputation for
Violgnce? I don't think there should be.a‘
suggestion priér to that.

THE COURT: I agfee'with that.

MR. DRYLIE: And I understand that. That's not
where I was going with that. But I don't want td
have to telégraph every question that I'm going to
ask before I ask it. And so that's, you know, I

think that there are some things where his

reputation comes in, especially with this being a
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homicide case where we're talking about self-defense
and him, you know, obvicusly our defense. And our

‘right to present a complete defense is that he's the
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first aggressor here. And so I do think that there
are some potential witnesses where there is some
reputation stuff that is completely fair game that
I'm allowed to ask.

‘ MS. RADLEIN: Your- -Honor, I don't want to
sgggest I'm limiting something, that's not what I
want. That's not what my mofion is suggesting.
Tt's just once he's stuck with no, it's no and it's
not blurting out he's a violent person, suggesting
it from'the front end.

THE COURT: You understand that, what she's .
arguing here?

MR. DﬁYLIE: Yes, I think so.

THE COURT: All right. Rule 404 (a) (2) that's
the applicable rule here. All right? Period.

Any other questions on that?

MR. DRYLIE: Not.at this time.

MS. RADLEIN: Not on that issue, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else?

MS. RADLEIN: One -- probably two more things;
I apologize, Your Honor. I know it's getting late.
I do want -- anothef quick motion in limine, I did
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not put this one in writing, just for the record, in
terms of the defendant's testimony and any questions
or comments made, that there be no mention of the
penalty in this gase, the potential penalty in this
case to the jury.

THE COURT: That's improper.

MS. RADLEIN: That there be no comments
regarding —-- no personal comments throughout the
trial or in openings in this case, Your Honor, and
that I would move to'limit any openings to the facts
defense cpunsel actually. intends to prove and not
comment on anything improper to appe;l to the jury, -
Your Honor.

THE COURT: I mean. —- 4&ll right:

MS. RADLEIN: I'm not suggesting that it's this-
counsel, but I've been in cases before. _I just want
to put that on the record.

And one last thiﬁg I don't believe is an issue
in this case, which is an in-court identification of
the defendant, but I did want to go ahead and put
that in the record that we're not having -- there is
no police suggestiveness in this case, but several
victims will identify him as the suspect, the
defendant in this case.

.THE COURT: Anything?
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MR. DRYLIE: Nothing.

THE COURT: All right. Are we clear on
every£hing?

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Honor.

MR. DRYLIE: I believe so.

THE COURT: All right. Y'all be back here at
nine o'clock in the morning, give us 30 minutes to
address anything we might need to address before I
bring the jury out. All right?

MS. RADLEiN: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.'

(The proceedings were concluded for October
16, 2017.)
(The following proceedings were held on
October 17, 2015.)
| (State's Exhibit Numbers 2 through 27 were
marked for identification.)

THE COURT: All right. Is the State ready to
proceed?

MR. EARGLE: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense counsel?

MR. DRYLIE: We are.

Judge, I just want to put one thing on the
record that we've agreéd upon, that yesterday when

Ms. Radlein was questioning some witnesses, she used
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he'll swear you-all as jurors in this case‘and then
we're going to proceed.
(The jury was duly sworn at 9:36 A.M.)
THE CLERK: Was any member of the jury panel
unable gé take the oath, please stand?
No one's stood.

THE COURT: . All right. Ladies and gentlemen,

. we are about to try the case of the State of South

Carolina versus Mr. Montrell Deshawn Troutman.
Before we begin the trial of. this case, I want to
tell you that this trial will probably be different
from what you might expect. Many people do not have
the chance té attend actual court sessions as you're
doing now and may think, from watching television or
movies or reading books, that trials are always full
of high drama, intense action and riveting
circumstances.

Now, while all of those things may be true at
times, this trial, ladies and gentlemen, is not for
entertainment. It is a fundamental part of our
democracy, an effort to make sure that justicévis
done between the parties before the court.

In making sure that Jjustice is done between the
parties, the process is often slow, deliberate and

repétitive, the opposite of what you may have seen
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on television, in movies or read in books. This
courtroom is a place of honor dedicated to the
protection and preservation of citizens' rights
through what many have called the greatest justice

system ever created.

The attorneys, ladies and gentlemen, appearing

‘before you are advocates for the parties that they

represent, but first and foremost, they are officers
of the court sworn to uphold the integrity and
fairness of our judicial system. You should expect
them to be professional, competent and ethical in
the representation of their client's interest.

Now, what T will now say to you, ladies and

gentlemen, is intended to serve as an introduction

‘to the trial of this case. These remarks are not a

charge on the law in this case. I will instruct you
on the law applicable to this case at the end of the
trial before you retife to consider your verdict.
This is merely an explanation of the procedure fhat
we will follow in the trial of the éase so that you
may better understand what may be happening.

The defendant, ladies and gentlemen, in this
case is charged by indictments filed in this court
with the offense -- or the crimes of murder, two

counts of attempted murder and possession of a
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weapon during the commission of a violent crime.
The elements of those offenses will be explained to
you later. . |

The indictments, ladies and gentlemen, that I
told you yesterday are simply the charging documents
which bring this case into this coﬁrt and they are-
not in any sense evidence in this case.

The defendant, ladies and gentlemen, hés pled
not guilty to the indictments; therefore, the State
of South Carolina bears the burden of proving his
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. It will be your
duty, ladies and gentlemen, to aecide whether the
State has met that burden.

'Your‘purpose as jurors is to find and determine
the facts. You, ladies and.gentlemen, are the sdle
judge of the facts. If, at any time, I make any
comments regarding the facts, you must disregard it.
You are to determine the facts from the testimony
that you hear and other evidence that is introduced
in this courtroom during the ffial of this case. It
is up to you to determine the inferences which you
ﬁeel may properly be drawn from the evidence.

It is especially important, ladies and
gentlemen, that you perform your duty of determining

the facts diligently and conscientiously because,
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ordinarily, there is no way to correct an erroneous
determination of the facts by a jury.

On the other hand, and with equal emphasis, the
same law that makes you the judge of the facts makes’
me»the judge of the law. The law as given by the
Court is the only law that you may consider. You

must accept and follow it even though you may

disagree with it.

I cannot tell you, ladies and ‘gentlemen, what
the facts are and you cannot disagree with me about
what the law is or should be. Your job is to take

the law as I give it to you and apply it to the

" facts as you find them from the testimony of the

witnesses and other evidence that is introduced.
After doing that, you will render your verdict under
the solemn oath that you just took as jurors.

Now, until I tell you, ladies and gentlemen, to
begin your deliberations, you must not discuss this
case with anyone, including your fellow jurors, )
friends, family members and:anyone involved in the
case. The attorneys and pargies in this case have
been advised that they are not to talk to you at
all. So if you see anyone involved in this case and

they don't speak to you, they are not being

unfriendly, they're simply following this Court's
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instructions.

vNow, during youE deliberations, ladies and
gentlemen, you may only discuss the case in the jury
room with your fellow jurors because.they have seen
and heard the same evidence that you have. You must
not discuss the case with anyone other than your
fellow jurors until you have returned a verdict and
the case is at an end.

I remind you that you must decide this case,
ladies and gentlemen, you must décide this case
based solely on the evidence presented here in this
courtroom. This means that during the trial, you
must not coﬁduct any independent research about-thé
case, the facts of the case, the evidence'presented'
in the case or the people or organizations involved

in any way in the case. . Please do not try to find

~out information from any source outside of this

- courtroom.

In other words( you must not look at
dictionaries or othér reference materials, search
the Internet, web sites or blogs or use any other
electronic tools to get information about the case
to help you decide the case. You may not usé
computers, telephones, cell phornies, smart phones,

smart watches, tablets, the Internet or other tools
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of technology with communication capabilities at any
time while you are in the courtroom or during your
deliberations.

Now, during your breaks for meals or overnight,
if necessary, you may use those devices; however,
yog-must not use those devices to communicate with
anyone about the case until the case is over. This
means §ou must not use phone calls, e—maiis, text

messages, instant messages, Twitter or any blog,

~chat room or web site, including Facebook, Google

Plus, MySpece, Linkedln, YouTube or any social media
web sites to-send or receive information about a
party, a witness, an attorney or court officer, news
accounts abQut the case, research on topics raised
or any topice that you may think would‘be helpful in
deciding the case or any testimony presented by any
witness. |

During the trial, I'm not sure you'li see any,
but you're instructed not to read, listen to o£
watch any news reports about the case, if there are
any. This includes anything that may be in £he
newspapers or on the Internet, radio or television.

You must not, ladies and gentlemen, consider
anything that you may hear or read about the case

outside of this courtroom whether before or during

46



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

© 243

trial. Information on television, radio, the
Internet or from other sources might be wrong or
incomplete.

In our judicial system, it is important that
you are not -influenced by anything or anyone outside
of this courtroom. If you become aware of another
juror's violation of these instructions, please
inforﬁ the Court immediately.

Now, it is important, ladies and geﬁtlehen,
that you keep an open miﬁd and not decide any issue
in this case until all of the evidence has been
presented, the parties havé made their closing
arguments and -I have instructed you on the law
applicable to this case. 1Y is your solemn
responsibility to determine the guilt or innocence
of the defendant.A And your verdict must be based
solely on thé evidence as it is presented to you in
this trial and on the law as I instruct you during
and at the close of the trial.

Now, in just a moment, the solicitor, the
prosecutor, will make what 1s called an_opening
statement in which the solicitor will explain to you
the issues in this case or at least what they

believe the issues are in this case. The attorney

for the defendant may also make an opening
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statement, although they are not required to do so.

What the attorneys tell you during their
opening statements, ladies and gentlemen, is not
evidence in this case. It is only their contention
as to what the issues are. The evidence in fhis |
case will be presented to you”by the testimony of
sworn witnessés from the witness stand and/or by
exhibi?s that may be introduced into evidence during
thé course of the trial.

Now, from time to time, ladies and gentlemen,
during the trial, you may hear one of the attorneys
say something liké,'Your Honor, I believe that we
have a question of law or a matter of law to discuss
with you, or,-Your Honcr, may we approach:the bench?
Or sometimes I myself might find it necessary to
excuse you-all from the courtroom for a short while
so the attorneys and I can discuss a matter of law.
The reason for this, lédies and gentlemen, is
because you are tﬁe judge of the facts in this case
and sometimes when I am discussing matters of law
with the attorneys, it may be necessary for me to
make some comment as to the f;cts in connection with
ruling whether or not a pafticular law applies. I

am not supposed to tell you-all what I think the

facts are, so I will excuse you from the courtroom
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so that in no way will you be influenced by anything
that I mightvsay or do in connection with the facts.

Now, .in determining the facts, ladies and
gentlemen, you must decide whether or not the
testimony of the witnesses is believable. It will
be my responsibility to rule as a matter of law as
to whether certain testimony is admissible or not,
but once the testimony is admitted,  whether or not
you believe it 1is solely for you to determine.

Now, in deciding whether to believe a witness,
you have the right to consider the interest of any
witness, the bias of any witness, the prejudice of
any witness, the opportunity fog,the witness to have
seen the matters and things about which the Witness
may testify and the way the witness aéts on the
witness stand. You have thé right to considerA

anything that is in the record that will help you

. evaluate the testimony of the witnesses. That means

that it is your duty to pay close attention to these

witnesses, to observe the witnesses, to listen to

the witnesses and to pay close attention to the

attorneys and to the Court.

Please do not let your thoughts wander, but
give strict attention to the testimony in the case

so that at the end of all the testimony, after the
R - i
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arguments of counsel and the charge on the law by
the Court, you will then be in a position to
determine what the facts are in this case, apply
those facts to the law as I give it to you and thus
render a verdict.

Now, later in this case, laaies and gentlemen,

a foreperson will be selected to preside over

"deliberations in the jury room. It will be the

foreperson's added duty to be the jury spokesperson
here in court. It will also be the foreperson's
dqu to write the verdict, but I will give the
foreperson further instructions about that at the
conclusion of the c?se.

Now, in order to preserve everyone's rights, I
will give the attornéys an opportunity to object to
anything that I have said to the jury.

Are there any objections or exceptions to
anything that I have said to the jury by the State?
MR. EARGLE: Nothing from the State, Your

Honor.

THE COURT: Defense counsel?

MR. DRYLIE: ©Nothing from the défense, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen,

we will now begin the trial of the case. The State
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is so recognized for opening statements.

MR. EARGLE: Thank you, Your Honor. May it
please the Court. |

fHE COURT: Yes, sir.

OPENING STATEMENT

MR. EARGLE: Saturday, June the 6th, 2015,
Leric Merriweather, 29 years of age, father of two
small sons, decided to have a cookout at his home on
Rosa Hill Drive here within the town limits of
Edgefield. Rosa Hill DriVe, approximately where
we're sitting and where we're standing here in this
courthouse, approximately a mile, a little over a
mile from here. It was to be a peaceful gathering,
a small gathering of family, friends. Leric had
gone out and purchased a Slip 'N Slide for his yduhg
sons to play on that day, that afternoon, that
evening.

Now, some time during the course of the
gathering, there was a confrontation in Leric's
front yard. A gun was presented, verbal argumehts
ensued. Leric intervened. He didn't want his
family, his young sons to be_exposed with that type
of behavior. Leric Merriweather demanded those
individuals to leave his home, leave his yard, get

away from his family, his children.
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Now, one of those individuals th was told to
leave was Montrell Troutman. Montrell Troutman
became‘angered by this. You might éay he felt
disrespected. It was an anger he couldn't let go of
on June the 6th, 2015. He left, but he left a man
on a mission.

Later that evening, Leric called one of his
good friends, one of his best friends, Carlo Harris,
one of the victims in this case. He, Leric, Carlo
and Keith Mathis, another one of Leric's good
friends, got together over at Leric's house. Leric
was explaining to them what had happenedi They

decided to basically pull back, chill out, if you

will. They decided to go to the store, buy some

beer and then ride around, go back to the
neighborhood -- the neighborhood, a little over a
mile from where we are.

They're on Morange Street which runs off of
Buncombe. It's in this neighborhood down here. And
as they're driving, Leric is the driver;.Carlo, the
front seat passenger; and Keith is in the back seat.
They're going aown Morange Street and as they're
going by . Morange Street, they get flagged down.
There are some acquaintances of Leric that are

flagging him down. Leric goes down to the end of
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the roadway, turns around and drives back up and
parks onto the grass area in front of the home of
Santonio Ryans. Also, there was an acquaintance of
Leric: Kendrick Nicholson.

They began to talk. They're having
conversétion, ladies and gentlemen. They're not
bothering anyone. They're talking as friends. Then
they notice a green car coming down Morange Street.
They noticed that it‘stopped, that a mah got out.
And you'll hear testimony to this, ladies and

gentlemen, some 15, 20, 25 feet from where they are

minding their own business and out of that car

stepped the man on a mission: Montrell Troutman.
Montrell Troutman makes it a point to walk up
where they are, walk past lLeric's vehicle, turn
around and come back by. He aﬁd Leric have words.
There's a verbal éonfrontation, not physical,

between Montrell Troutman and Leric Merriweather

stemming from what happened earlier at Leric's home.

During this verbal confrontation, Montrell Troutman

pulls out a pistol, racks a round, puts it back in

~his pocket. The confrontation, a verbal

confrontation, continues. .
Then Montrell Troutman, the man with anger, the

man on a mission, pulls out that pistol and standing
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basically arm's length away bam, shoots Leric
Merriweather right here {indicating}, left side of
his chest right above his heart. Leric Merriweather
runs —-- turns and runs around Santonio Ryans' home.
Keith Mathis,'he's out of the car, he turns and
runs. There's a man with a gun. He just shot one
person. They're running. Carlo Harris is standing
there frozen, frozen. And Montrell Troutman bam,
bamL bam, bam at men who are running away, backs to
him;

, Carlo Harris suffers a gunshot wound to his
leg. Leric Merriweather, wounded in the chest,
comes around Santonio's home and pretty much
collapses in the dri&eway, mortally wounded. And
for all practical purpdses, Leric died right there
at .'Mor.ange Street here in the town of Edgefiéld.
And the man with the gun -- the man.with the gun,
calmly, doesn't run, walks away, walks away. Man on
a mission. Mission accomplished. Thank you.

MR. DRYLIE: Good morning.
On June 6th, 2015, Leric and his boys were out

looking for a fight when Leric was fatally shot.
You see, for a while leading up to this incident,
Leric had been picking on and threatening Montrell

Troutman. Montrell was the new guy in town. He
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wasn't from Edgefield. He moved up here from Miami
about six months prior to this incident. And he was
trying to get along with everybody, but some people
didn't like him because he was the new kid.

Now, on that day, when Montrell woke up, he
hung around his house. He then went to a friend's
house. He had no intention of going over to Leric's
barbecue, but a friend rode by and asked if he
wanted to ride to the gas station to get some
cigarettes. He rode to the gas station to get some
ciéarettes and that friend stopped at Leric's on the
way back..‘ ' |

And you're going to hear testimony that when

Montrell was.at Leric's, he was hanging out in the

roadway listening to music. He did go to the yard

and say hi to people, but he wasn't there looking

"for a fight and he wasn't there looking for an

altercation.

A fight did break out, but it didn't involve
Montrell Troutman. Leric Merriweather was. in the
middle of that fight. When Leric got mad, a lot of
times he turned his.attentién towards Montrell. And
that's what happened ﬁhis day. After_he got mad, he
started yelling at Montrell saying, You can get it,

too.
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Montrell knows he's not wanted and so he leaves
and he goes back to his house. He's at his house
for a little while and he decides to go télk to a
friend about what's been going on. AHe just wants to
vent and get some steam off his chest. He walks up
to his friend's house. There's a cut-through the
woods and that's the cut that he goes up to.

However, his friend's not home.

He -goes down Morange Street to head back to his
house. He's trying to get back to his house when he
sees a car, aﬁd inside that car is Leric
Merriweather, Carlo Harris and Keith Mathis, who
goes by Pooh. They get out of the Far.

Now, Montrell says he was trying to walk by on

the other side of the street when Leric started

.confronting him. He was loud and he was boisterous

and he was threatening him. Montrell doesn't want
to get in a fight. All he's trying to do is get
back to his house. He does take out a gun that he
had on him for protection. He was scaréd of these
people. And he shows them the gun thinking that
they would just let him go by at that point. That
only makes Leric more angry.
Leric says something, he gets in his car and he

gets back out. Pooh is standing over there and he
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has a bottle in his hand. And the testimony is
going tc show that when Montrell fired those shots,
Leric was coming at him angry, yelling and
threatening him trying to fight him, and Pooh is

standing there with a bottle getting ready to throw

"it. And Montrell was scared. He was in fear for

his life. He was worried about these people beating
him up and causing him great injury or even killing:
him. And he fired in self-defense. He wés
defending himself.

Now, Montrell goes away from the scené and hé‘
was go;ng home. And then ﬁe thinks, I can't go
home. I can't go home. These people, I'm scared of
them. My girlfriend‘s there. Her kids are there.
Her mom's there.
| Aﬁd he doésn't want to bring this tro&blelbn
them. So he goes off into a wooded area. He hears
the sirens. He calis his girlfriend and he calls
his girlfriend's mom. They say, The police are
here. He says, Put the police on the phone. He
says, I want to come turn myself in. I'm not
running. I just don't want to get hurf.

" The police officers will tell you he complied
with them and he did what he was supposed.to do. He

§

came up and he turned himself in. He knew he needed
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to talk to the police about what had happened.

Now, at 12 o'clock that night, when he is
nervous and scared, Montrell made a horrible
decision. The police put him in a room déwn in the
detention center and they start talking to him. And
Montrell lied about what happened the first time he
talkéd to the police. Wé‘re here to tell you that
right upfront. We're not trying to hide the ball on
anything. We're asking that you:reserve judgment on
Montrell. Do not judge him just because he lied the
first time he talked to the police.

You know, he's always said that when he fired

- those shots, he was 1in fear for his life and he was

scared. He wasn't trying to mﬁrder.anyone. He
wasn't trying to hurt anyone. He just wanted to go
home. | |

I want to talk to you about Montrell for a
minute. As Montrell sits over there right now,
there's a presumption of innocencelthat surrounds
him. kAnd, you know, that's not.just legal theory.
What that is is like a robe of gighteousness that
surrounds him during the éourse of this trial and
the only way to strip that is for all 12 of you to
réturn a verdict of guilty beyond a reasonable

doubt.
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Now, what's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt?
You know, 1t sounds like a really complicated
theory, but what it really is is do you have a doubt
and do you have a reason for that doubt? The way
that I like to kind of think of it is a tﬁree—story
courthouse, you know. And on the first floor of
that courthouse, you have-ci&il court. And what
happens in civil court is that money exchanges hands
most of the time. The jury or the judge decides
who's going to pay the other person money. |

But, you know, money is important and, you
know, we all need it to live and get by. Well, the
standard of evidence that's used there is a
prepohderance of the evidence, and it's just more
likely than not. But that's the first floor?

On the second floor of the courthoﬁse, we have

family court. And family court it's really

important becauseba judge can order someone's kids
to be taken away and we have a higher standard of
evidence therq. There's ﬁpt necessarily percentages
that go with ‘it, but it's more evidenée than what's
required in civil court.

And at the top of that courthouse, we have'’
criminal court. And criminal court is the highest

court that we have in this land because it talks
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about taking away people's freedom. And guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt is the highest standard of
evidence that we have.

Now, we think that there are plenty reasons for
doubt in this case. We think that Montrell was in
fear for his life and he was scared of these people.
I will just ask you to keep an open mind and listen
to the testimony.

My name is Erik Drylie and that's Bennett Casto
and we represent Montrell Troutman. At the close of
this case, we're going to ask yoﬁ to return a
verdict of not guilty. Thank you.

THE COURT: Call your first witness.

MS. RADLEIN: Thank you, Your Honor. May it

“please the Court. The State calls Abigail Carter.

ABIGAIL CARTER,
having been.duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE CLERK: Please be seated. State your full
name, spell your last name for the record, and make
sure you speak loudly.

THE WITNESS: Abigail Carter, C-a-r-t-e-r.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. RADLEIN:

o) Good morning, Ms. Carter.

a Good morning.
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How are you doing this morning?
All right.
Do you currently live in Edgefield?
Yes, ma'am.
How long have you lived in Edgefield?
All my life.
Do you currently work as well?
Yes, ma'am.'
And where do you work?
It's a cleaning company called BriTen.
Is that also here in town?
Yes, ma'am. |
Do you have any childrén?
Two boys.
What are their'names?
LM and O.M.
~
Q And'how old aﬁe they?
A Eight and five.
Q And you said one is L.M.

Would that be Leric -- would Leric Merriweather be

his father?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q I want to talk to you a little bit about Leric
Merriweather. How long have you been with Leric
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Merriweather?
A For about 11 years.
( .
Q And Leric Merriweather is the deceased victim

i

in this case?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q Aﬁd how long have you lived together?
For about ten.
Q And did you live here in Edgefield?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q How old are you now?
A Twenty-eight.
Q And back in 2015, how old were you?
A . Twenty-six.
Qv ~And back in 2015, how old was Leric ‘
Merriweather?
A Leric was, like, 28, something like that.
Q I want to talk specifically about June 6 of

2015. Do you recall thét day?
A Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT:l Ma'am, I need you to speak up.
Can y'all hear in the back row?
.I need you to speak up, please.
MS. RADLEIN: Permiésion to approach.

THE COURT: Yes.

BY MS. RADLEIN:
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Q éb I want to spéak to you about June 6th, 2015.
Do you remember that day? |
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And go ahead and take me through that day. Do
you remember what you were doing that morning?
A Yes, ma'am. Well, we was at home and Dwayne

Jones stopped by. And him and Leric went to the
store to put some meat on ﬁhe’grill. And when they
got back, Leric put the kids on thé water slide.
And thenbafter people, like, seen us cooking on the
grill, a few more people stopped by. And that's
whgn, like, a couple minutes -- that's when
Monfrell, he was, 1like, walking down the road and
wﬁen he walked in the yard. And Wayne Jones was
like ~-

Q I want to stop you for a second. Let's back up
just a little bit. You said you were at the house.
Where do you live?

A . Rosa Hill Street, Edgefield.

Q And is that the same location where you lived
with the victim -- the deceased victim, Leric
MerriWeather?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And is that where you lived with your

two sons as well?
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A Yes, ma'am. -
Q and you mentioned that that day you -- that
Leric went to get food for the grill? \
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And you mentioned that he put your sons on the
water slide. What exactly -- what type of water
slide was this?
A It was just, like, was a -- one you just lay on

the ground and you just slide down.

Q Would that have been inside the house or
outside the house?‘

A Qutside.

Q And you mentiéned, To get meat on tﬁe grill.
Would that have been inside the house or outside of
the house?

A OQutside.

Q and then you also mentioned that some people
came by. Do you recail who came by?

A Yes. Rachel Carter, Frederick Turner and

Johnny Martin.

Q And who is Rachel Carter?
That's my mother.
And who is Johnny Martin?
Just someone talk to my mother.

And then Fred Turner?

@)
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A Friend of the family.
Q So for all intents and purposes, your family
came.over?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q = Okay. And, at this point, do you remember what
time of day was this?
A Like, around threevo'clock, something like
that.
Q All right. So these were daylight hours as
well?
A Yes, ma'am.
(0] . Now, take me through, you said some people were

-— saw that you were having, out there on the grill,
a cookout, so to speak. Do you recall who else came
over?.

A Yes. That's when Carlo and Pooch, they came by
there, buf they had left. And a few minutes later,
Montrell and Some‘other guys came in the yard and
they was —-- everybddy was just out there talkiﬁg,at
first. And then Dwayne had, like, a few words with
Montrell and Wayne just -- he pulled out a gun and

that's when Leric got upset.

Q So you mentioned Dwayne. What's Dwayne's last
name?
A Jones.
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Q And who is Dwayne to you?
A .Myicousin.
Q All right. So he was at the cookout and you
said he pulled out a gun?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And where were you? Where were you when this
all happened? |
A Sitting on my front porch.
Q Would you say that your front yard is big or is
it small?
A Small.
Q So if anything was happening in the front yard,
you would have seen 1it?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And you said that'Wayne and, referring to the

defendant, Montrell Troutman, in this case exchanged
some words and then what happened next?

A He was just -- he had the gun out and that;s
when Leric was telling Dwayne, like, to put up the
gun because his kids ouf here. And Leric went to
put on his shoes and he came back out there. And he
was steadily telling them to leave; théy wouldn't
leave. So he pushed Wayne -- tried to push Wayne
out the yard, but Wayne fell on the ground and

that's when Wayne, like, finally got up and he was
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Qalking.up the road.
Q  And after that, do you recall anythin§ that
happened with the gun that he had?
A Johnny -- well, Johnhy had pﬁshed Wayﬁe and got
the gun and gavé WaYne/his money back, $150.
Q Okay. Wﬁat ~-= why was —- why did Johnny give
him $150?'
A Becapse_Wayne had -- I heard Wayné supposed to
have béught the gun from him --

MR.'CASTO: Objection;Ahearéay.
THE COURT: Sustéined. |

BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q So after‘thét, what happened next?
A That's when every -- they justfstarﬁed leaving.
And we were still cooking on the griliAand,thét’s
when Carlo and Pooh had came back down there.
Q And you mentioned Pooh. Afé you referring to
Keith Mathis in this caseé
A Yes, ﬁa'am.z
Q And you mentioned Carlo. Are you referriqg to
Carlo Harris?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay.v And you said they camevback and then
what happened next?
A That's when -- they was out there.for a little
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while and they say they was going to thé store to
get some more beers. And then, a little while
later, that's when we had hea#d gunshots.

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to move around —-
about the courtroom, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes.

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q I'm going to hand you what's been previously‘
marked as State's Exhibit 25 for ID purposes. Do

you recognize this?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And what do you recognize it to be?

A A roéd with sfreets on it.

Q OkayQ Would that be a map of -the area?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Do you see your residence on this map?
‘A Yeah,vRosé Hill Street.

Q Okay. And what other street do you see on
there? |

A Morange.

Q Okay. And what was your address again?

A - Rosa Hill Street.

Q I'm going to hand you what's been previously
marked as State's Exhibit 24. Do you recognize
that?
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A Yes,. ma'am.
Q Okay. And what do you recognize that to be?
A My house. A -
Q Okay. And does thaﬁ fairly and accurately
depict your house?
A Yes,'ma'am.
Q | And is that\how your house looked back in June
of 20157 (
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. RADLE;N: At this time, Your Honor, the
State would seek to move State“é Exhibit 24 and 25
into evidence.

MR. CASTO: Without objection.

THE COURT: Without objection,'so admitted.

(State's Exhibit Numbers 24 and 25,
phqtographsp-admitted into evidence.) ,Akj

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to publish.

THE COURT: Yes.

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q Do you know approximately héw far this area is
from the courthouse? How long did it take you to
get here this morning?

A About three minutes.

Q And you mentioned that at your house --

MS. RADLEIN: Permission for the witness to
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step down. -
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
(Witness leaves the witness stand.)
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q When everything was happening in your yard, can

you point out for the jury where you were isitting?
A Right here by my door.

MS. RADLEIN: Let the récord reflect that she's
pointing to State's Exhibit 24, the front door.

Q And when things were Qoing on in the yard,

where were they taking place?

A Right here beside the {indicating} --

Q And you have to keep your voice up.

A Right here beside'the walkway.

Q ‘ Okay. All right. Thank you. You can take

your seat.

A (Witness resumes the witness stand.)

Q  You mentioned that ybu heard the gunshots ;ny
this case?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q . Can you tell the jury whether or not you know
where the gunshots were coming from?

A No, ma'am.

Q Did yodu come to learn where the gunshots were

coming from?
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A No. I had got a phone call from Carlo Harris.
Q Okay. And in response to that phone call,
what, 1f anything, did you do next?
A I had got in the car with my sister and we rode

up the road. " And I had.called the ambulanceuwhile I
was going-up the road.

Q Okay. = And when you said, Rode up the road, ypu
went up the rocad, do you know what road you-arove up
bh? What road did you'ﬁave to go on when yoﬁ leave
your house?

A Going up Morange Street.

Q So your house is on what street?
A Rosa Hill Street.
Q Okay. And so you .said, when you go up to

Morange Street, you're saying that you went towards
Morange Street? | |

A." Yes, ma'am.

Q bkay. And did you learn where the shooting
took place?

A | Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And is that -- tell me what happened.
You’went there. What happened. next?

A When I went there; I was jﬁst hollering, like,
could I puf him in the car? And then the officers

Was, like, I couldn't move him until the ambulance
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get there.
>Q Do you remember the address'of that location
that you went to?
A I can't remember the address, but. I know it was
' Santonio Ryans' house.
Q I'm going to show you what's been previously

marked és State's Exhibit 21. vI'm going to ask you
if you recognize it? |
A | Yes.

Q And how do you recognize it? How do you

recognize the photograph?

A » That's Santbnio Ryans' house.

Q Okay. And do you knéw if this is in Edgefield
Céunty? ,‘ | |

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. 1Is this, essentially, still. in .your
neighborhood?

A | Yés, ma'am.

Q And does this photograph fairly and accurately

depict Santonio Ryans' house?
A Yes, ma'am.
" MS. RADLEIN: At this time, the State seeks to
move into evidence State's Exhibit 21.
THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. CASTO: "No objection.
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THE COURT: Without objection, it's so

admitted.
(State's Exhibit Number 21, photograph,

admitted into evidence.)

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to have the witness
step down.

'THE COURT: All right.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.) :
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q In looking at this photograph, do you recognize
where you'saw the father of your children back then?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay. If you can'just go ahead and point,
where did you see him?
A Right here on the pavement Qindicating}l
' THE COURT: And that's Exhibit 212

MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect that the
witness is pointing on State's Exhibit 21. She
referred to the pavement on the driveway.
BY MS. RADLEIN: |
Q And, at that point, you said when -- earlier

ybu testified that Leric, Carlo and Keith left,

driving?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay. Did you see the car there when you got
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A

Q

Yes, ma'am.

Okay.

270

'

I'm going to hand you what's been marked

as State's Exhibit 22. 1I'm going to ask you if you

recognize this image?

A

Q

Yes, ma'am,

Okay.

MS. RADLEIN:

Dodge Charger car.

-

The State will seek to move into

evidence State's Exhibit 22.

. MR.

CASTO:

. THE COURT:

Without objection.

Without objectign, so admitted.

(State's Exhibit Number 22, plastic car,

admitted into evidence.)

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q

If you'll step down to here and place where you

recall seeing the car.

A

(Witness complies.)

MS. RADLEIN:

Let the record reflect that the

witness ié»placing State's Exhibit 22 on State's

Exhibit 21 beside the tree.

Q

A

Q

You can take your seat.

(Witness resumes the witness stand.) !

Were you able to actually speak with Leric

Merriweather at that time?

A

No,

ma'am.
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Q What, if anything, did you do next?
A Just sat out there and Santonioc Ryans' mama
told me to come in the house until the ambulance
came. ‘
Q And did you see the ambulance come?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And then what did you do after that?
A They asked me did I Want to get in there and I

was just so nervous, I told them I didn't want to
get in there. So my sister, Retrell Carter, she got
in the ambulance with him. And I got -- me and my

little sister, Levency Mathis, drove behind the

ambulance.

Q And what car did you dfive then? .

A .My Dodée Charger, but she drove my Dodge
Charger.

Q And that will be the same vehicle you saw when

you got to the residence?
A Yes, ma'am.
MS. RADLEIN: Beg the Court's indulgence.
(Pause.)
MS. RADLEIN: No further questions at this
time.
THE COURT:‘ Cross—-examination?

MR. CASTO: Yes, sir, Your Honor.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. CASTO:
Q Hi, Abigail. How are you?
A Hello.
Q Just so that I'm clear about everything that
you said, you had mentioned -- you started off your
testimony about the cookout; is that right?
A Yes, sir.
Q And, basiéally, just so we get our time right,

that the cooking startéd, you estimated, abéut three
o'clock in the afternoon that day?

A Yes.

Q That other people in the community, that they

saw that y'all were cooking out, y'all were grilling

out, and slowly started to come by, right?

A Yes.*

Q Among those folks was Dwayne Jones, right?
A . Yes. |

(o] Johnny Martin also came by, right?

A Yes.

Q And, eventually, you saw Montrell come by as

well; is that right?
Yes.

Q Okay. You said that -- that you saw arguing

there; is that correct?
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A Yes.
Q And that you saw —-—- specifically, you saw Leric
arguing with Dwéyne, correct?
A No. He wasn't arguing. He was just telling

him to get out the yard. I didn't see him arguing.
Q Okay. You saw him telling him to get out of

the yard, not arguing, but you saw that; is that

right?
A Yes.
Q And, as a matter of fact, you said that you saw

him telling some others to leave, including, you

know, Dwayne, Johnny Martin and Montrell; is that

right?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And at this cookout, there was eating.

There was also drinking; is that fight?

A Yes., |

Q And so since there was -- by drinking, I mean
drinking alcoholic beverages; is that fight?

A Yes.

Q And because Leric is there, he's drinking
alcohol that day, too; is that right?

A | Yes.

Q And so Leric is tfying to get Dwayne and the

others to leave; is that right?
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A Yes.

And he's upset, correct?

A Yes.

Q And he had a bit of a temper, didn't he? -
A . No. |

Q Okay. Your testimony today is that -- that

Leric did not have a bit of a temper when he felt
disrespected or anything like that?
A No.

MR. CASTO: Your Honor, we have a matter of
law.

THE COURT: I'm going to have to ask you to
step to the jury foom. Do not discuss the case.
I'll get you back out in a moment.

(The jury retires to the jury room.)

THE éOURT: Yes, sir.

MR. CASTO: Yes, sir, Your Honor. We had asked
on cross did Leric Merriweather have a bit of a
temper and the answer was no. Your Honor, we would
ask that we be allowed to impeach this witness with
instances where he exhibited that he did have a
temper, Your Honor.

Because of the witness' answer, we don't, you
know, she is the mother of his children. We think

it also goes to bias. Your Honor, bias is never --
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and/or truthfulness that this witness can testify.
In those issues, Your Honor,‘bias is never
collateral. We'd ask that we be allowed to ask
about that at this time. .

THE COURT: Ask what you'want to proffer. Let
me hear what you want to ask her.

MR. CASTO: Yes, . sir, I will.

THE COURT: I mean, I'm just not going to give
you a blank card if that's -- I want to know what
you're going to ask, proffer it.

MR. CASTO: Yes, sir.

. IN CAMERA‘EXAMINATION
BY MR. CASTO:
Q Just to'pick up where we left off, Ms. Carter
you said that Lericndid not have a . temper, did he?
A No, sir.
Q And there was an inéident that occurred back on

August 8th of 2009 where you called law enforcement,

correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you called law enforcement on Leric
Merriweather?

A Yes, sir.

Q It was an incident where you called law

enforcement because Leric was knocking on your door
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and harassing you and he would not-leave; 1s that

correct?

A Yes. He just was knocking on my door and

wouldn't leave.
Q And because of all of that, because of his

behavior, you called law enforcement; is that

correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q . I want to turn your attention to an incident

that occurred May 23rd of 2012 where you had called
law enforcement again, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And, ultimately, this was in regard to Leric
Merriweather again; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q That he had showed up and that he would not
leave; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And, ultimately, you called law enforcement

because he would not leave; is that right?

A Yes, sir.
Q And if I could direct your attention to May —-
I'm sorry —— March 19th of 2014. This is an

incident where you called law enforcement again; is

that correct?

80



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

A

Q

ABIGAIL CARTER - IN CAMERA BY MR. CASTO

277

Yes, sir.

And, ultimately, you called because of Leric

Merriweather's behavior; is that right-?

A

No. He just wouldn't leave. He wanted to see

his kids. -And we just had an altercation because he

was talking to other women, that's it. It wasn't

nothing violent.

Q

And, ultimately, I believe in that instance,

that he asked questions with regard to why you come

home’ from work late; is that right?

A

Q .

Yes, sir.

i

And, ultimately, accusing, you know, you of

unfaithfulness, that kind of stuff; is that right?

A

Q

Yes, sir.

And there were some objects thrown that

evening. That's what you told law enforcement,

correct?
A. I can't remember. -
Q Okay. Do you recall if the side mirror on the

vehicle of the car was damaged because something was

thrown at it?

A

v P 0

Yes, sir.
It was?
Yes, sir.

And it was because something was thrown at it;
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is that right?

A - Yes, sir.

Q And it was thrown by Leric Merriweather?
A Yes, sir. -

MR. CASTO: Your Honor, that would be what we
would intend to get into.

THE COURT: Anything from the State?

MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, the Stéte, of course,
will object to that line of questioning. I believe

-- I guess, it's twofold what the defense is

~attempting to do in terms of this witness'

Credibility for truthfulness. I believe he asked
hef the question does he -- it's her belief and hér
opinion and the anéwer is, no, he doesn't have a
temper. i believe he is stuck with that. I don't
believe there's a rule that allows him to go into
extrinsic evidence with that answer.

In terms of the collateral issue of -- in
asking her that question, wanting to go into that
line of questioning, 1is, again, mischaracterizing or
putting the victim, the deceased victim, on trial
and I don't believe that it's permissible under 404
or 405. 1It's kind of like what we discussed
yesterday in‘the pretrial motion. The purpose of

3
that is you can question the victim on -- I mean,
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the witnesses on cross regarding the victim's
reputation or an opinion and you're left with that,
whatever the response is if there's a, yes, I'm
familiar with it or no.  But going into the specific
instances of conduct, and I believe that's the
attempt in this case, I believé it's not allowed
under our rules. So I would completely object to
this line of questioning.

THE COURT: All right. Anything?

MR. CASTO:. Your Honor, we'd ask that we be
allowed to get into this. It's part of fundamental

fairness and our right to present a complete defense

N

-and it's part of dué'procesg.

THE COURT: Under what rulé or case law do you
think it's admissible? Do you got some case law
that says'if's admissible? I'm looking at State v.
Douglas, 411 S.C. 307. And I'm looking at State v,
McCray, 413 S.C. 76. It absolutely, I believe,
prohibits you from going into that. So, at this
point, I'm denying your request to éo into it. I've
allowed you to proffer it.

MR. CASTO: VYes, sir.

THE COURT: The record is protected fof your .
client. If I'm wrong, I don't think I am, but if I

am, you've got a‘protected record there if you need
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to be.

MR. CASTO: Yes, sir, and thank you very much.
The only thing I‘can add just to -- and just
briefly, that we respectfully object, just so the
record's clear, that we réspectfully object under
the Fifth and Sixth Amendments also respectively.
That's all I'm going to add. We understand the
Court's ruling. We're not quibbling with it.

THE COURT: So noted for the record.

All right. Since the jury's out, we're going
to take a break right now.

Ms. Carter,lyou may step down, but you're not
allowed to diséuss your testimony at all with
anyone. When I come back in here, we'll bring you
back in here and you'll be seated(there when the
jury comes back in, so they'll -- they won't know
anything had been changed. Okay? They'll think
you've been sitting there the whole time. Okay?
But you can step down if you need a glass of water
or anything, need tc go to the resﬁroqm.‘ We'll be
back in just a few minutes.

We'll stand down for about ten minutes.

(Brief Recess.)
THE COURT: All right. Ms. Carter, come back

around, please.
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Aﬁything before I bring the jury back out?

MR. DRYLIE: I don't think so.

MR. CASTO: No, sir, Your Honor.

MS. RADLEIN: Nothing, Your Hpnor.

THE COURT: Bring the jury,‘pLeasé.

MS. RADLEIN: Our victims were not back in the
cou;troom before you took the bench and the deputy
won't let them in.

. THE COURT: Let them in the back, please.
(Pause.)

THE COURT: Bring the jury, piéase.

(The jury retufns to the éourtroom.)

THE\EOURT: You may céntinue cross-—examination.

‘MR. CASTO: ‘Yes, sir, Your Honér.’
CROSS-EXAMINATION cont.

BY MR. CASTO:

Q Abigail, where we left off, you were telling us

about- the cookout, right?
A Yes.
Q And at that cookout, that you actually saw

Leric put his hands on Dwayne and shove him,

correct?
A Yes.
Q And, you-know, Leric did this to get Dwayne to-

leave; is that right?
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A Yes.
Q All right. Ultimately, after this happens,
Dwayne does leave, right?
A Yes.
Q 'Johnny Martiﬁ is ﬁhere. ~He leaves in a car

with Rachel Carter and Frederic Turner; is that.

right?

A | Yes.

Q ‘Montrell also leéves and he's seen walking or
" he's seen -- I beliéve, he's headed back to his .

home; is that right?
A - Yes.
Q Okay. Now, earlier in the afternoon, two

guests that you said were there was Caflo Harris and

‘Keith Mathis. Throughout the trial, he'll be called

i

Poch, right-?

A ‘ Yes.

Q Okay. Yoﬁ had Carlo Hafris-and you had Keith
Mathis or PQoh, right? They were there for a littie
while and tﬁey left, correct?

A Yes. /

Q In relation -- well,‘those are friends of

Leric; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q I think they're all from the same aresa,
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correct?
A Yes.

They grew up together?
A | Yes.
Q Correct? Do anything for one another, that
type of thing, correct?
A I don't know that.
Q But they grew up together. They're all from
the same area, right?
A Yes.
Q They live around there is my point, right?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And after this incident happens at the

cookout, Lefic makes a phone call to Carlo; is that
right? |

A I didn't see who -- I didn't see him call
Carlo. I don't know if he called him or not. I
just seen them when they came down the road. I was
on the porch; they was in the yard.

Q Okay. So you're not sure who called who; is
that right?

A No.

Q But, at some point, did you see Carlo and Keith
come back over?

A Yes.-
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Q Okay. After this incident at the cookout,
right?

A Yes.

Q And I think that it might have been not too
much longer after that incident at the cookout
happened; is that correct?

A Sir?

Q They came bgck over not that much time later
after this incident at the cookout, right?

A Yes.

Q And then what you see; what you're there for,

is that they all three get in a car together,

correct?

A Yes.

Q And they drive off. It's Leric, right?
A Yes. ’

Q It's Carlo, right?

A Carlo, uh-huh. ‘¥es.

Q And it is Keith, correct?

A Yes.

Q And then they all drive off; is that correct?
A Yes.

Q Okay. And you didn't go with them, so you

don't know what they were up to, right?

A No. They just left, said they was going to the
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store.
Q Okay. And it's about 30 minutes to an hour;
your guesstimation, that you heard some shots; is
that right?
A fes.
Q Okay. And that day you're sure that you saw
Leric put his hands on Dwayne, correct?
A I just seen him pushing him out the yard, yeah,

trying to get him out the vyard.
MR. CASTO: Thank you.
Beg the Court's indulgence.
No further questions for this witness, Your
Honor. .
THE COURT: Any redirect?
MS. ﬁADLEIN: NQné from the State, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Ma'am, you may step down.
Call your next witness. )
MR. EARGLE: Thank you, Your Honor. State
calls Retrell Carter Chinn.
RETRELL CARTER CHINN,
having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. Please be
seated. State your full name and speil your last
name for the record.

THE WITNESS: My full name is Retrell Carter
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Chinn. My last name is C-h-i-n-n.

DIRECT EXAMINATIO&
BY MR. EARGiE:
Q Ms. Chinn, would you tell the jury where you're
from?
A I'm from Edgefield, South Carolina.
Q Were you born and raised here?
A Born and raised.
Q Where did you go to school?
A I went to Strom Thurmond High School. I

graduated from Aiken Academy. And I did college at
Virginia College and also at Kenneth Shuler School
of Beaﬁty.

Q} Let me take you back to June the 6th, 2015.
What were you doing that day?

A I went to work at Elegance Hair Studio, which.

is located on Highway 25. When I got off, I stopped

by my grandmother's house, which is located by Bi

Rite, a grocery store up here in Edgefield. And she
told me that they was doing something over at my
sister, Abigéil, house. So I proceeded over there,
which was located oﬁ Rosa Hill Street.

Q Okay. You said your sister, Abigail. Is that
Abigail Carter?

A Yes, sir.
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Q A%d whén you received that information, I
believe you said it was from your grandmother?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did -- what did you do?
A She told me they was cooking out, so I went
over Abigail Carter's house.
Q Okay. And once you got to Abigail Carter's
house, can you tell the jury who was there?
A Abigail éarter;“her two kids, LM and

o.M. ; Leric Merriweather was there; my mother,
Rachel Carter; Johnny Martin; Carlo Harris; and
Pooh, I don't know his real name; Dwayne Jones;
Frederic Turner; Nikki Gordon; and myself.
Q@ - And who .is Johnny Martin to you?
A Actﬁaily, he's nothing to me. He's -- he was a
friend of Rachel Carter's. -
Q He was a friend of Rachel Carter and Rachel
Carter is related to you how%'
A | That's my mother.
Q What was the atmosphere like at this cookout?
A ‘Excuse me?
Q The atmosphere,

what was it like? How would

you describe it, the individuals there?

A Well, as I proceeded to get out the car, I

heard a lot of commotion going on.
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minute and decided whether I wanted to get out or
_stéy in the car, but I proceeded along to get out
the car, and -- it was Jjust a lot of commotion going
on.

Q Now, where was this commotion occurring?
A Right here at, I don't know the address, but
Abigail Carter's house on Rosa Hill Street.

MR. EARGLE: If I may, Your Honor. )

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. EARGLE: Your Honor, if ‘I may have the
witness Step down?,

THE COURT: Ma'am, you may step down.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.)

BY MR. EARGLE:
Q Ms. Chinn, I'm going to show you what's been

marked as State's '24. When you say there was a lot

of commotion -- first, do you recognize this hoﬁse?
A Yes, sir, I do.

Q What house is that?

A It's Abigail Carter's house.

Q Okay. And is this the location of the cookout?
A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. When you said, There was a lot of
commotion going on, could you take this pointer and

on Exhibit 24 here, can you show the jury where the
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commotion was gbiﬁg on?
A Actually, I can't because it. was behind the
tree.
. Q It was behind which tree?
A This tree fight here {indicating}. It was on

the other side.

Q. It. was oﬁ'the'other side of that tree?
A Yes, sir.

Q So it was ih the yérd?

A Yes, sir.

Q - Okay. You can have a seat. Thank you.
A

(Witness resumes the witness stand.)

TﬁE COURT: Mr. Drylie, if y'all need to get up
and see when things are -- if you can;t see from
there, you're free to get up and move around so you
can see. |

MR. DRYLIE: Thank you, Judge. I can see
pretty-good from right here;

BY MR. EARGLE: |
Q | When you say there was cbmmotion, Ms. Chinn,

what do you mean by that?

A It was a lot of arguing going back and forth.
Q Who was doing the arguing?
A Leric Merriweather and, I don't know his name,

Troutman. Miami is what they call him.
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Q So Leric was arguing with the person you knew
as Troutman.or Miami?
A Yes, sir.
Q © Where were they arguing?
A Leric was in the yard behind the tree and
Troutman, he was walking towards: -- tb the little
flats coming from Abigail house going up into New
Buncombe.
Q ‘Okay. When you say flat, what are you
referring to?
A It's like a little élightl? hill you're going

down to get into New Buncombe.

Q Is that part of Rosa Hill Road?
A Yes, sir, it is.
Q Okay. In relation to the house, if I'm

understanding you correctly,.thé road dips down and

then kind of flattens out?

>

A Yes, sir.
Q Is that what you're referring to as the flat?
A Yes, sir.

Q And so the person you knew and saw was Troutman

or Miami?

A Yes, sir.
Q Leric is in his yard? -
A Yes, sir.
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Miami is in the flat?

Yes, éir.

Am I tracking you correctly?
Yes, sSir.

Okay. And they're arguing?

Yes, sir.
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Is there anything else you remember about the

location at Leric's home there .on Rosa Hill?

A

Q

A

As 1 proceeded to get out the car?

Yes, ma'am.

I proceeded to get out. And I seen Dwayne

money out of (the car putting it in his pocket,

saying that Johnny had -- Johnny Martin had --

MR. DRYLIE: Objection; hearsay.

THE COURT: Sustained.

BY MR. EARGLE:

- Jones standing up beside the.car and he was getting

Q Just say what you saw.

A Okay. I seen Dwayne Jones putting money in his
pdcket.

Q Okay. . How long did you stay at Leric's home?
A Until we got a call that said Lefic

Merriweather had been shot.

Q

A

Until Leric Merriweather had been .shot?

Yes, sir.
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Q Can you give me your best estimate of how much
time had elapsed from when you were at Leric's home
to when you received that phone call?
A I can't really —- probably estimate 20 minutes.
Q Okay. |

MR. EARGLE: Your Honor, if I may have the
witness step doWn. |

THE COURT: All right.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.)

BY MR. EARGLE:
Q Ms. Chinn, once you receiyed that phone call,
what did. you do? |
A I told Abigail to let's go. Abigail Carter to

let's go. And me, her and Nikki Gordon, we got in

\' my vehicle and I rode over to New Buncombe.

Q Okay. So where were you when you received the
call? |

A I was at Abigail Carter's house.

Q You were still at the house?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And it was you, Abigail and who else did
you say? |

A Nikki Gordon.

Q Nikki Gordon. Who is Nikki Gordon?

A' She's a friend of Abigail's.
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Q Okay. And.Y'all rode to where?
A To New Buncombe.
Q To New Buncombe?
A At Santonio Ryans' house.
Q Santonio Ryans' house.
State's Exhibit 21, do you recognize that home?
A Yes, I do.
Q And whose home do you know that to be?.
A Santonio Ryans'.
Q And what did you do when you got there?
A I parked my vehicie in front of Abigail
Carter's car. And we got out and went -- it ;as up

on a sidewalk where a gentleman was holding him in

his arms.

Q You can point where you're referring to the
sidewalk. V “

A It was right here {indicating}.

Q Righ£ up there?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And I believe you just mentioned Abigail

Carter's car. Do you remempber what type of car that

was?
A It was the gray Charger.

Q Gray Charger.

And do you remember or recall where it was
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parked?
A Yes, sir.

MR. EARGLE: Your Honor, 1 believe this is
State's Exhibit 22.

THE COURT: I think so.
BY MR. EARGLE:
Q If you would take this cutout of the Dodge
Charger and place it on this photograph of where you

remember it being parked.

A (Witness complies.)

Q So it was to the right of the driveway going up
into the -- or towards the home of Santonio Ryans'?
A Yes.

Q Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. You can have a seat. Thank you very
much. ‘ \

"A (Witness resumes the witness stand.)

Q Aﬁd, Ms. Chinn, will-you tell the jury once you
arrived there at Mr. Ryans' home and you -- I -

believe you testified, and correct me if I'm wrong,
that you walked up the driveway towérds -- there's a
sidewalk?

A Yes, it's a --

Q Towards the front of the home?
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A Yes.

Q And what did you cbserve there?

A I observed a young man holding Leric in his
arms. ) )

Q I apologize. I‘didg‘t hear you.

A I witnessed a young man holding Leric

Merriweather in his arms.
Q All right. Thank you.

How long did you stay there on the scene?

A Probably about 15 minutes.

Q Were you there when the ambulance arrived?
A Yes,ll was.

Q Do you recall seeing Mr. Merriweather being

attended by the EMS personnel?

With Leric Merriweather?

A - What you mean -- you say attended?‘
Q Yes, ma'am. Caredlfor?
A ¥es.
| Q Was Mr. Merriweather taken away from the scene?
A Yes, he was.
Q: And by what means?
A +I mean, we left in an ambulance.
Q So you -- you left in thé ambulance?
A Yes, sir. . R
Q
A

Yes, sir.
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Q And where was he taken?

A He was taken to Edgefield County Hospital, but,
at first, they didn't know what they wanted ﬁo do.
They was prolonging saying that they was going to
take him to the open field in Edgefield Hospital and
then they said they was going to take him to Billy's

Super Store for the helicopter.

Q Where eventually was he taken?
A Edgefield Hospital.
Q And do you recall or do you know what happened

with the Dodge Charger that was parked there?
A I don't because I left in the ambulance.
Q All right.
MR. EARGLE: Beg the Court's indulgénce.
THE COURT: . Yes, sir.
(Pause.)

BY MR. EARGLE:

Q Ms. Chinn, if I can backtrack with you for just
a minute.

A Yes, sir.

Q While you were a% the cookout over ‘on Rosa

Hill --

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you describe the conversation between Leric

and Troutman, or the person you know as Miami?

’
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MR. DRYLIE: 1I'd object to hearsay if she's

going into anything that was said.

THE COURT: That's not what he asked.

Overruled at this point.

Restate your question.

BY MR. EARGLE:

Q

While you were at Leric's home, I believe your

N

previous testimony was that Leric was in the yard,

Troutman was down in what is the flat area?

\

A Yes, sir.

Q And there was communication going on between
the two?

A Yes; sir;

Q Can you describe, without going into.what was

said, the tenure of .that conversation?

A

Leric was --'kept pointing his hand, telliﬁg

.Troutman to go ahead.

Q Gb ahead meaning to you...

A As lééve the<ﬁouse, go on wherever he was
going. |

Q And without. going into what was , said, was

there, 1f there was, any response from Troutman?

A

Q

A

Yes. He was talking back and forth.
Back and forth. Was it low conversation?

,
e
. . N .
I can't really say 1f it was low conversation
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because I wasn't really focusing on really what was

being said when they was going back and forth.

Q But you could hear them?

A Yes. o

Q And it was going back and forth between the
two? |

A = Yes, sir.

Q All right.

MR. EARGLE: Thank you. Answer any questions

the defense attorney may have.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DRYLIE:

Q@ . Good morning. .
A Good morning,
Q - You stated when .you pulled up to Abigail's

"house, you heard a commotion,.correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. But ?ou dian't see what stafted the
‘commotion?

A I didn't.

Q Okay. Now, you stated you were‘there for about

20 minutes before you heard gunshots?
A Yes.
MR. DRYLIE: No further questions.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

102



10
11
12
13

14

© 15 .

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DARIUS ROSS - DIRECT BY MS. RADLEIN

299

MR. EARGLE: Nohe, Your Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: Ma'am, you may step down. Thank
you. | |

Call your next witness.

MS. RADLEIN: Thank you, Your Honor. The State
calls Darius Ross.

DARIUS ROSS,
having been duly sworn, testified/as follows:

THE CLERK: State your full name, spell your
last namelfor the record. Make sure you speak up.

THE WITNESS: Dériﬁs Ross, R-o-s-s. |

DIRECT EXAMINATION

‘BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q Good morning, Darius. How's it going?

A Good.

Q How.are you doing thié morning?

A I'm all right.

Q Darius, how old are ypu?

A Eighteen.

Q And where do you live?

A Edgefield.

Q f'm.going to ask you to spéak up so everyone in

the jury can hear you.

A Edgefield.

Q And what's your address?
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- Rosa Hill Street.
And is that in Edgefield County?

Yes, ma'am.

© ¥» 0O ¥

I want to speak to you about June 6th of 2015.

Do you recall that day?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q Can you tell the jury as it relates to this
case —= well, let me ask you this: Do you know the

defendant in this case?

A Yes.

Q And how do you know him?

A He was my neighbor.

Q And when you say neighbor, was he just a --

“like, in the neighborhocod or did he live close to

you?
A ~He lived right next to me. -

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to approach this
witness.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
(State's Exhibit Number 28, photograph,
marked for identification.)

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q I'm going to ask you if you recognize this
‘photograph?
A Yes.
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Q GQ ahead and speak‘up. Okay?
A Yes.
Q And how do you recognize 1it?
A That's my house and that's where he live.
Q And keep your voice up. Okay?
And you said‘he. Who'are ybu referring to as
he?
A Miami. I don't know his real name.
Q Okay. Is that the defendant? .
A Yes.
Q Okay.
MS. RADLEIN: Permission to publish, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: What exhibit number is it?
MS. RADLEIN: I apologize, Your Honor.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q Does this>fairly and accurately represent your
house and the defendant's house in this case?
A Yes, ma'am.

-MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, at this time, the
State seeks to move State's Exhibit 28 into
evidence.

MR. DRYLIE: Wifhout objéction.

THE COURT: Without objection, State's Exhibit

28 admitted.
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“(State's Exhibit Number 28, photograph,
admitted into evidence.)

MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, the State requests
permission for the witness to step down.

THE COURT: Yes. |

Sir, you may steb down.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.)
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q I'm going to hand this to you and can you point
on hére and show the jury where you live?
A (Witness complies.)
Q Go ahead and keep your voice up for ﬁhe court
reporter and the jury. Okay?

MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect he's
pointing on State's Exhibit 28 to the house on the
right:

Q And go ahead and show the jﬁry where the.

defendant lived.

A Right there {indicating}.
Q Go ahead and keep your voice up.
A Right there.

MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect he's
pointing on State's Exhibit 28 to the house on the

left.

Q Go ahead and take your seat.
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A (Witness resumes the witness stand.)

Q So back on June 6th, 2015, what, if anything,

do you recall about the defendant on that day?
A I went to -— I was walking my dogs with my
friends and we had stopped by Leric's house because

he wanted me to look at some puppies.

Q I'm going to ask you to keep your voice up.
Okay?
A And he wanted us to look at some puppies, so I

stopped and I looked at’ the dogs. And he wanted to
look at my dogs. And thén they sfarted arguing in
the yard, so I went home.

Q Okay. And when you say Leric's house, I'm
going to show you what's been previously admitted
into evidencelas State's Exhibit 24. Do you

recognize it?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Go ahead and speak up.

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Are-you a little .nervous here this'morning?
A Uh-huh.

Q You don't really want to be here?

A No.

Okay. I won't keep you much longer.

10

And you recognize State's Exhibit 24 as Leric
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Merriweather's home?
A Yes( ma'am.
Q And you mentioned you had dogs?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q How many dogs did you have back in 20157
A Eight.
Q What kind of dogs?
A American Bullies.
Q Okay. Do you just love dogs?
A Uh-huh.
Q Okay;

THE COURT: I need a yes or no.

THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q ' Just a little less nervous, rigﬁt?
A Uh-huh.
Q So when you —-- you mentioned that you went to
Leric's house to look at his dogs?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And what kind of degs did he have?
A Pit Bulls.
Q Okay. And so after you -- you mentioned when
you got there, there was a —-- you said it was
arguing?
A Yes, ma'am.
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What type of arguing?

Just going back and forth, cussing.
Sorry?

Just cussing.

Okay. Did you see who was arguing?

Leric and Miami, -they were arguing. I don't

know what about. I xjust know they were arguing.

Q

And you indicated Miami. Are you referring to-

the defendant in this case, Montrell Troutman?

A

Q

A

Q

Yes, ma'am.
Okay. What, if anything, did you do next?
I left and went home.

Okay. And when you say home, how did you get

baék home?

A

Q

I walked.

I'm going to ask you if you recognize State's

Exhibit .257

A

0 PP 0 P O

Yes, ma'am. I'm trying to find my house.
Okay. What intersection do you live on?
Looks like this {indicating}, the biggest one.
Okay. Go ahead. What streets? : -

I stay on Rosa Hill Street.

Go ahead and keep your voice up. The jury --

. I live on Rosa Hill Street.

Okay. And what's the other street you live off
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of?
A It connects to Morange Street. '
Q Okay. And then you said you went to Leric's\
house. Where is Leric's house?
A Going towards 0ld Buncombe.

Okay. And off of what street would that be?
A That's connected to Rosa Hill Street.
Q Okay. And do you see the direction you would
have -- what direction would you have walked leaving
your house going to Leric's house?
A Going to my house? I would go left around the

curve, back up the hill and my house is right on the
right.
Q . Okay. Keep your voice up. Maybe if I move
further away.

Okay. So you said you would leave your house

and you would leave. out of your house and go left?

A Uh-huh. To get to Leric's house, I go left.

Q All right. And how long does it take you to
get to Leric's house?

A Two minutes. His house not far.

Q Okay. And you said the defendant's house was
right next door to yours?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. 1Is there anything-else on the property

~
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with your house -- with your house and the

defendant's house? Is there other houses?

A Oh, that was around?

o) Yes.

A | Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. Where do you keep. your dogs?

A‘ In a fenced-in area. It used to be a cow

pasture. Like, it's on the other side of his house.
Q Okay. So on the photograph of yoﬁr house and
the defeﬁdant's house, where would your dogs be?

A The left. |

' MS. RADLEIN: Permission for him to step down,

- Your Honor.

(Witnéss leaves the witness stand.)
Q . Go ahéad on this map and show'the Jury whefe
would the dogs be. |
A There}s a —--
COURT REPORTER: T caﬁ't‘hear --
BY MS. RADLEIN: |

Q You have to keep your voice up, okay, because

she has to hear yoﬁ as well.

A There's a whole pasture on this side of the
house {indicating}.
MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect he's

pointing on State's Exhibit 28 to the -- looking at
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the photograph, to the left of the house.

THE COURT: All right. So noted.
BY MS. RADLEIN; -
Q So you stated that there was an argument and
you left and went back home.
A (Witness resumes the witness stand.)
Q 'What did you do wheﬁ you got home?
A I was cleaning my dog kennels and feeding my
dogs;
Q Okay. And where/would you be cleaning them?
A (Nolresponse.)
Q Where at your house?
A xOh, in:the pasture where I keep my dogs at.
Q "Okay. Did you see the_défendant again after
you left Leric's house?
A Yés, when he was walking home, he came back
home.
Q ‘Okay. And what, if anything, did you say to
the defendant when he got back home?
A Nothing. |
Q Okay.l What, if anything, did you hear him say
when you got back home?
A He was cursing. He was mad, to be honest.
Q Okay. Wéuld you describe him as upset or calm?
A Upset.
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Q Okay. Is there anything else about his
demeanor or his -- how he was acting that you can
describe for the jury?
A Hé was just wdlking around the yard angry until
his. girlfriend came/outside.

Q Okay. Go ahead and tell me about that.. What

happened nexf?
A Then she was -- I can't cuss. I can't say what

she said.

MR. DRYLIE: 1I'd object to the hearsay if he's
going into anything she said.

THE COURT: Objection's -- he's not going into
that.

Go ahead.
B THE WITNESS: All right. Well, she was cursing
and then some words were said and then he had called
someone.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q. Okay. - And then what happened néxt?
A The guy named Johnny had drove by and took a
right at the stop sign on Morange Street and left,
and then he had went into the house. And then when
I got about on my third kénnel cleaning with my
third dog, Johnny had rode back through and went

down back towards Leric's house. And then he left
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the yard going back towards Leric house. And then I
heard more arguing, because you can hear what's
going on, you hear more arguing. And then when he
came back, he just went in the house and then I went
in the house.

Q Okay. And then just to be clear;‘you mentioned
Johnny's name and you mentioned he. When you were
speaking about he, aré you talking about the
defendant, Montrell Troutman?

A . Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And you said Johnny. Do you know who

Johnny is?

A I know of him.

Q Okay. Do you know of his relationship with the
defendant? | |
A They were friends.

Q Okay. And you said you saw the defendant come

back to the house?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q All right. Do you know if it was daylight or
nighttime at this time?

A It was daylight.

Q Okay. Was it late in the evening or early in
the afternoon?

A Like, late in the evening.
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Q Okay. And did you get to see the defendant
again that night?
A No. When I went in the house, I didn't céme
out until I heard gunshots.
Q- . Okay. Now, you mentioned you heard gunshots.
Where did you hear gunshots?
A Me and my friend, Zack, was in the living room
watching TV.
Q Okay. And did you kﬁow where thé gunshots were

coming from?

A Uh-huh. I could tell.
Q Okayj You went uh-huh. You have to --
A Yes, ma'am.
o) How old were you back then in 2015?
A Sixteen.
Q Okay. And so you're in the house with your

friend, Zack,’and you hear gunshots and you said you
can tell where they're coming from. Okay. Did you
determine where they actually came from?

A . (No response.)

Did you figure out where it was coming from?

A Yes, ma'am. We ran up there.
Q Where was it coming from?
A My friend, LJ, house.
{
Q Okay. And LJ's house, who else lives at LJ's
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house?
A His brother, Tony Ryans, and his sister and
mom. .
Q Okay. We're going to keep our voices up so

everyone can hear you clearly. Okay?
Do you- know what LJ, your friend, LJ's house

looks like?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. I'm going to show you State's Exhibit
21. Do you recognize it?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And what do you recognize tﬁis to be?

A The crime scene. That's where Leric got shot
at.

Q Okay. And when you went up there, you said --

the last time you saw the defendant was in the house
and then you went in the house. So you don't know
anything after that, correct?

A No, ma'am.

Q And did you have an opportunity to see the
defendant again?

A We ran past him, but we didn't say anything.
Like, we didn't know what was going on. And then
when we made it to the yard, we just seen LJ hélding

Leric. He was Jjust bleeding on the sidewalk.
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Q Okay.
A Coughiﬁg up blood. That was it.
Q Ckay. I'm going to clarify some of that. You

said when you were'going towards.LJ‘s house, you saw

the defendant. Where did you see him?

A Beside LJ's house in Mr. Martin's yard.

Q Okay. Would that be the house righf next door?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. And what, if‘énything, was he déing?

A Walking off.

Q Okay. Where did he go?

A I don't know.

Q . SQ the last time you saw him, what difection

was he walking in?

A Away from the houée, like, going past my
granddaddy's house, cutting through the.yardi

Q Okay. And when you say~your granddaddy's-
house, where is your granddaddy's house in relation

to your house?

A Right across the street.

Q Okay. So on the left side of thelstreet?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay. At any point, did you see the‘defendant

go home where you guys live?

A No, ma'am.
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Q Okay.
MS. RADLEIN: Beg the Court's indulgence.
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
(Pause.) J

MS. RADLEIN: No further questicﬁﬁs at this
time. |

Go ahead and answer any questioﬁs the defense
might have for you:

THE COURT: Cross-examination?

MR. DRYLIE: .No quesfions,AJudge.

' THE COURT: Sir, you may step down. Thank you.

MS. RADLEIN: Request that this witness be
excuéed, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. DRYLIE: Without objection.

THE COURT: Sir, you may’step down. You're
freé to go. You have no further responsibility.
Have a nice day.

Call your next witness, please.

MS. RADLEIN: Thank you, Your Honor. The State
calls Saptonio Ryans.

SANTONIO RYANS,
haVing been-duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please be seated. State your full

name, spell your last name for the record and pull
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up to the mic.

THE WITNESS: Santonio Ryans/ R-y—-a-n-s.

DIRECT EXAMI&ATION

BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q- Good morning, Mr. Ryans.
A Good morning.
Q' How are you doing this morning?
A I'm all right.
Q 'Okay.A I'm going<£o go ahead --

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to approach this -
witness, Your Honor. . '

| THE COURT: = Yes.

BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q ‘Go ahead andvput’thisfmicrbphone -- I\geed youbT

'to speak clearly so everyone on-the jury can hear

you. Okay?

A . fes, ma'am.
Q Is'it all right if I call you Antonio?
A Yes. |
Antonio, where do ybu live?
. Morange Street.
Is that in Edgéfield?
Yes, ma'am.
And here in Edgefield County as well?
Yes, ma'am. |
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Q Okay. And how long have you lived there?
A All my 1life.
Q All your life at . Morange Sbtreet?
A (Witness nodded head.)
Q All right. And are you currehtly empléyed?
A Yés, ma'am.
Q: And where do you work?
A Satterfield. )
Q And how often do.you work?
A . Seven days a week.
Q And what hours do you work? X
a 10:00 to 6:00.
Q At . Mofange Street, who else do you live
there with? |
A My brother, Ryan Williams; Ashley, my sister;
and my mother.
Q I want to speak to you about_june 6th of 2015.

Do you recall that day?
Yes, ma'am.
Do you recall what you were doing on that day?

B

Just at home chilling, watching TV.

o » © ¥

Go ahead. and speak up for me. And what, if
anything, happened later on that day? What else
were you doing?

/

A Sitting outside talking to my homeboy, Ken,

120



10

11.

12

13

14

15

16

17

~ 18

20

21
22
23
24

25

SANTONIO RYANS - DIRECT BY MS. RADLEIN

317

when he came by the!house.

Q And you mentioned your friend, Ken. -~ What's
Ken's full name? -

A Kendrick Nicholscn.

Q Do you remember what time of day thié was when
he came.by?

A I can't remember the-exact time.

Q Was it daylight or nighttime?

A | It was still-daylight a little bit.

Q Was it laté in the evening or early in the
éfternoon? _ S -  : | ,

A 7It'was<a little laté in thevevenihg.

Q 'iQid yoﬁ havé an opportunity to see Leric
Merriweather on that day?

A Yes, I did.

Q Go ahead and‘tell the jury whe}e you saw him.
A He. rode past my house when me and Kén was out

talking ciose to my bédkyard, and he rode by, threw
his hand up and said he'll be righfbback. And he
went'up the road for probably about three to five
minutes, came back. He pulled right in front of my
vard in front of the tree and he was talkinq to us,
télling us what went on at his house.

Q All righty. I'm going to clear up some things.

MS. RADLEIN: Permission to move about the
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courtrbom, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q ‘ I'ﬁ going to show you-what's been, I believe,
admitted into evidence as State's Exhibit 21. Do
you recognize this photograph?
A Yes, ma'am. E
Q And wﬁat.do you recognizé it to be?
A My house..

MS. RADLEIN: . Request permission for the
witness to step down, Your Honqr;

THE COURT: Yes.

Sir, you may step down.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.)

BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q I'il ask that you keep your voice up for the
court repogter and all of the‘memﬁers of the jury;
A .All right.
Q Looking at this photograph,-you said you weré

kind of in the backyard; the side of the house. Can

you point on there where you were when you first saw
Leric? ]
A Right here in this area. Right in this area

right here {indicating}.

MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect he's
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pointing on State's Exhibit 21 to the left of the
house if you're looking at the photograph.

Q And on that picture, do you see the driveway?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q Would that area you're pointing at be beyond
that driveway?

A Yes, ma'am.
. Q So you mentioned that Leric turned around and
came back, correct?

A " Yes, ma'ém.

Q Do you recall what kind of car he was driving
that day?

A A dark bluevDodge Charger.

Q All righty. I'm going to show you what's been
entered into evidence as State's Exhibit 22. You

mentioned that he pulled in front of your house.
Can you place this Dodge Charger where you recall
Leric pulling that vehicle? |

A (Witness complies.)

MS. RADLEIN: Let the record reflect he's
placing State's Exhibit 22 on top of State's Exhibit
21 just in front of the tree on the photograph. !

THE COURT: So noted.

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q Where were you standing when he pulled into --
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into your yard?
A Well, we walked to the driver's side of his
window.“
Q And as you were walking, did he come out the
car?
A No, ma'am. He was sitting in the car with all’
three of them.
Q And you mentioned all three of them. Who else
was in the vehicle?
A Keith and Carlo.
Q And do you recall where they were sitting in
the vehicle?
A Carlo was on the passenger side and Keith was
in the back oﬁ the passenger side.
Q And you mentioned that you were there with Ken.
Did Ken walk up there with you? |
A Yes, ma'am.
Q . And when you walked up to the vehicle, do you

recall how close you were standing to the vehicle?
A  Maybe two feet away from the driver window.

Q Were any of them outside of the car when you
walked up to --

A No, ma'am.-

Q Approximately how long would you say you were

out there speaking to them?
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A Maybe 10 minutes} 10 £o 15 minutes.

Q And can you tell the jury what do you recall
happening next?

A Weil, we was taiking about what went on at his
house. And while he was talking, I look up and I
seen the guy, Miami, walking down the road.

Q Aﬁd when you say the guy, Miami, are you
referring to the defendanf in this case, Montrell
Troutman?

A Yes, ma'am. f

Q And when you say walking down the road, what
direction was he walking in?

A Coming from'thé bypggs'going, like, walking
towards Rosa Hill way, Rdsa HillFStreet:

Q I{m not sure ifveQeryone is familiar with the

bypass and Rosa Hill, so I'm going to go ahead and

show you what's marked as Staﬁe's-Exhibit 1 for ID.

-

Do you recognize this?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And how do you recognize it?

A The bypassjand Rosa Hill Street and my house.
Q And is this a fair and accurate representation

of the area?
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, at this time, the
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State requests to move ipto evidence and publish
State's Exhibit 1.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. DRYLIE: No objection.

THE COURT: Without objection, State's Exhibit
1 admitted. )

(State's Exhibit Number 1, map, admitted

into evidence.)
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q_ Looking at State's Exhibit 1, can you show the
jury where your hbuse is on there?
A Right here {indicating}:
Q And you mentioned the bypass to them. Where is

the bypass?

A Right here {indicating}.

- Q And then you mentioned Rosa Hill. Where is
Rosa Hill?
.A (Witness indicating.) . \
Q And, again, using that map, what direction did

you see the defendant in this case walking?

A He was in thié area coming towards my house
area.
Q And when you saw him, did you see where he was

coming from before that?

A No, ma'am.
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Q And is that because you were speaking to people
in the car?
A I was talking to Leric.
Q Go ahead and tell the jury what happened next.
-\ When I seen him, I told Leric to calm down so
maybe he'll jusé walk past the house. And‘——
Q Let me stop you for one second. You told him

to calm down. Is -- ybu mentioned that you guys
were talking about what happened earlier. Without
saying exactly what was said, did you come tb know
that'tﬁe individual walking down the road is‘the
situation that was being discussed?

A Yes, ma'am. ' ,

Q Okay. So go ahead. So after you mentioned it
to Leric, .what happened next?

A After I_mentiOned it to Leric, Leric calmed
down, he didn't .talk as loud. And the guy, .

Montrell, he was walking past -- well, getting ready

‘, to walk past my house, but he cut behind Leric car,

the trunk of the car, came towards the driver's side
of the car in the grass and walked all the way in
front of the car to the tree in my yvard and turned
back around and walkéd the same path- that he walked
in my yvard to the tree. He walked the same path

right back to the road behind the car again.
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Q I'm going to clarify that, but I want to back
up and ﬁake sure it's clear initially as well. When
you first saw him walking down the road, can you
tell the jury if he was on the left side of the

road, the center of the road or on the right side of

the road? N
A . The right side of the road.
Q And the right side of the road would be on the

opposite side of the street of your house?

A | Yes, ma'am.

Q ' Let's go back to State's Exhibiﬁ 21 and 22.
You mentioned that he-walked by the driver's side of
Leric's house. Can you show the --= driver's side of
Leric'!s car. Can you show the jury his path of
travel?

A Came from the right side of the road coming to
the left. He walked from behind the car, came all

the way around to the tree.

.Q All right. Once he gotvto the tree, what did

he do next?

A Turned right back around and walked the same

path right back out to the road.

Q Did he say anything as he was walking by?
A No, ma'am.
Q What did you say?
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A No, m;'am.
Q Where were\you standing when he walked by
you —-- walked by?
A Still right there at tﬁe driver's Sidé of the
window.
Q So did he walk behind you or did he walk in

between you and Leric?

A Behind.

Q And where was Kenvstanding?

A Right beside ﬁe.

Q And so he -- did he walk.behind Ken or in front
of Ken?

A Behind.

Q Is it safe to say he walked in your grass to do
that?

A Yeah, he was in‘the grass. -

Q -What, if anything, was hé~ddiﬁg as he was
walking? |

A Just walking, listening -- he was listening to

his music, walking by. He had his headphones out

being you could hear the music a little bit. And

when he turned back around, he didn't really make no

actions or nothing, just kept walking and walked
back into the road.

Q And then go ahead and tell the jury what
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happened next.
A When he walked back into the road, thét's when
Leric got out the driver's side of the car. And we
seen -- seen hiﬁ go’in his back pocket, pull the gun
out, cock the gun back, put it back in his back
pockét.
Q And you mentioned you saw the gun. Do you
recall what color the gun was-?
a It was blaék.

MS. RADLEIN: Beg the Court's indulgence.

. THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury,
this is ﬁOt a real gun, if you were wondering. .
Okay?‘

(State's‘Exhibit Number 29, previously
marked Court's Exhibit Number 4, plastic gun, marked
for identification.)

MS.' RADLEIN: Your Honor, at this time, the

State is marking a replica gun as State's Exhibit

. og. -

THE COURT: Any objection by defense counsel?
MR. DRYLIE: To them marking it, no.
MS. RADLEIN:. For demonstrative purposes.

BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q Can you tell the jury whether or not the gun

that you saw was fairly similar to this one?
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/

A Yes, ma'am.
Q And who had that gun?
A Montrell.
Q And did you know what type of gun it is -- it
was?
A Not really --

THE COURT: Sir, I need you to speak up.

’THE WITNESS: No. I don't know really what

.type it was. '’
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q But you knew it was a small gun?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q Okay. And after he -- you described that he
cocked the gdn. Approximately, where was he
standing wﬁen-he did that-?
A Back in the road, about in the middle --

COURT REPORTER: I can't hear him.

THE WITNESS: In the middle ways of the road.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q . And where was Leric at that time?
A Right by the driver déor. He was just getting
out his car. )
Q And you mentioned ‘that Carlo, Kéith were 1in the
vehicle?
A Yes, ma'am.
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©  What, if anything, did they do?

a They got out after Leric said, That was the
same gun that was at my house; it don't have no
bullets in it.

Q So they got out of the vehicle and what, if
anything, happened next?

A They were just going back and forth. "Leric
said, That's the same gun that was at my housé. It
don't have no bullets. Why did you pull a gun oﬁt
on me that don't have no bullets in 1it?

And Keith was getting out -- well, he was out
of the car, got out thé car, too. And they were
just'—— him and Leric were still —-- Leric was still
talking abéut the gun. And Leric said, I'll be
back; I'm going‘to go get my gun; But he didn't get
to make it nowhere. He didn't even get a chance to
really get in his car. He got right back out and
théy was -- Léric came to the back side of his car
and they was going back and forth just haviné words.
Q Okay. And then what happened next?

A Montrell came over there. They was talking,
talking for a while. And Leric, like, he got a
little loud again, getting mad. Montrell put his
phone, iPad, I don't know what it was with the

earphones in it, he had it sitting on Leric's trunk
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of his car, and he threw it off.

Q When you say he, who are you talking about?
A Leric.

Q Okay. Where did he throw it?

A

In my driveway afea about right up in here in
N : : )
my driveway@
Q Okay. And then what happened next?

A Montrell went to pick it up and didn't say

. nothing else after that. He_piCked it up, put it in
"his back pocket and walked back, like, two or three

‘Steps'backwards.

Q Okay. And then go ahead and tell the. jury what

ahappenéd. . . ’ ’

A Pooh -- well, Keith was over closer towards my

‘mailbéx that was still like in the --

COURT REPORTER: I couldn't hear‘that.

THE WITNESS: Keith was by my mailbox, closer
to my mailbogias-more in the road area. Ahd Leric
hadr;f'ﬂe walked oﬁer closer to my driveway. He was
in the driveway where Montrell was at and Carlo Was
in the grass area. And they was going -- him and
Leric was going back aﬁd_forth -- well, he really
didn't say too much. Leric was still talking kind
of loud and he got within about two feet to -- about

, / .
two, three feet within Leric and he pulled the gun
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out his back pocket.
BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q Okay. And then what happened?
A | He shot Leric in the chest.
Q . And then what happened?
A He went towards Pooh shooting -- well, Keith,
shooting towards the road area.
kQ Okay. And then? -
A He Was'walking‘towards the road area shootihg

at Keith. And when he got about up in this area of
the dirt in the road, he turned the gun towards
Carlo. and shot twice:

Q - All righty. After that, where did Leric go?

-

‘A When he shot Leric in the chest about'right up

in this area, Leric fell back and took off running

and ran behind my house.

' Q And then where did Keith go?

A He took off running out in the,roéd and ran,
like, going down the hill. ’
Q And then where did Carlo go?

A _Carlo was on the driver's side of the Charger

in the front area by the hood.

Q and what were you doing while this was
happening?
A In the driveway just watching.
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Q You just stood thefe?

A Yes; ma’am.'

Q Why didn't you run?

A I was shocked.

Q And where was Ken?

A Ken was behind me. He was right there where my

brother car was at in the driveway.

Q And was there anyone else out there with you
and Ken?

A Ken and his son.’

Q And how old was his son?

A Five at the time.

Q And what, if.anYthing, did his son and Ken do?
A Well, when he shot Leric, his son started -
hollefihg and Ken turned -- Ken turned around, ran

-— I mean, picked his son. up and ran to put his son
in the house.

Q Now, you testified that he shot at Leric and
then turned. Was -- can you tell the jury, just to

clarify, was the defendant standing stationary at

that time?
A Yes, ma'am.
Q And when you said he turned, can you describe

to the jury how he turned?

A Him and Leric was, like, right in this area.
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And when he shot Leric, he went and turned towards

the road.

Q So he moved his hand?

A Yes, ma'am. ) N

Q And then when he shot at Carlo, what, if

anything, did he do to shoot at him?
A Well, after he got finished shooting at Keith,

he turned it at Carloc on the front side of the Dodge

Charger.

/

Q And.can you tell the jury if you know whether
or not Carlo was shot?

A Yeah, grazed him oﬁ the leg.

Q And then go . ahead and tell the jury what
happened next.

A After he shot twice at Carlo on the side of the
Dodge Charger, it wasn't no more bullets in the gun
and it went to clicking. So he kept going like it
was still bullets in it, but the gun was just click,
click. And he looked at the gun and loocked at --
looked around.in the yard and he walked up the rcad
towards Rosa Hill Street.

Q Okay. When you said that he -- it was
clicking, is it because you heard something or saw
something when you said he was clicking on the gun?

A It was clicking that means, I guess, there
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wasn't no more bullets.
Q So you were close enough to actually hear that?
A Yes,Ama'am.
Q And when he -- you said he turned and walked,

was that gun still in his hand when he turned ahd

walked?

A - Yes, ma'am.

Q Go ahead.an& keep your voice up for the court
reporte£; |

A Yes; ma'am.

Q And iooking at State's Exhibit-1l, what

direction did he go walking in?

which way he went after I seen him. Like, last time

I seen him was right up in here. That's when Leric

came from running behind my house. - And Leric said,

Cali 9—1—1,‘calll9—1—17 it hurt. So we called
9-1-1. |

Q And I just want to clarify this real quickly.
When you said you saw the defendanp walking oﬁ -
When you pointed on'Stéte;s Exhibit 1, you're

pointing towards Rosa Hill Road. Did you later come

137

A Walking in this-area going tﬁwards Rosa Hilli~

Q And then did you.seevwhere he went after fhaf?': 
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to find out where he went?
MR. DRYLIE: Objection; hearsay.
THE COURT: Overrﬁléd.
BY MS. -RADLEIN:
- Q Did you later come to fiﬁd out where he went?
A Yes. Yes, ma'am.
Q And who did you find out that information from?

MR. DRYLIE: .Judge, I've got. a matter of law .
real quick. | | o

THE COURT: Can y'all approach over here a
\minute; please? o ' i

(Whereupop, a beﬁch conference waé held off

the recordL in the ?resence of the jury, but out of
the hearing of the jury.)

THE. COURT: You-may continue. ’
BY.MS. RADLEIN:
Q And after -- after you last saw the defendaﬁt,
what did you do next?
A When I last saw him, he was, like, right up on
the Rosa Hill area. That's when I turned around.
That's when Leric was looking, saying, Is he géﬁe?
And come from running around the house saying, Call
9-1-1, call 9-1-1; it hurts. He was spitting up
blood out of his mouth and holding on his chest.

And when he moved his hand, you can see the gunshot.
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Q And looking at State's Exhibit 21. Can you
point out for the jury where he -- where Leric was
the next time you saw him?

A Coming from -- he was on the back side on the
corner of the house. And when we turned around and
looked, he was éoming from back there. He was
asking was he gone. And he was running from back
there spitting up blood and he said, Call 9-1-1,
call 9-1-1; it hurt( And that’s when he was going
towards the ground just spitting up blood.

Q And what, if aﬁything, happened next? What

else did you observe?

" A I mean, we called 9-1-1 and tried to tell him

not to lay down-or anything to keep trying to
spitting bloéd up SO he won't choke on his blood or
whatnot. And my little brother and them came out
and held him up there on the concrete trying-to
apply pressure to his chest where the hole was at.
MS. RADLEIN: Beg the Court's indulgence.
THE COURT: Mr. Ryans, you can come back and
take the stand.
(Witness resumes the witness stand.)
(Pause.)
BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q I'm going to hand you several exhibits, State's
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Exhibit 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 18, and 19. Go ahead and
take your time and look through them. I'm going to

ask you if you recognize them.

A (Witness reviewing documents.)
Q And do you recognize those photographs?
A Yes, ma'am.

i'Q‘ ' And what do you recognize them to be?
A Drivewéy of our house.

Q And are thesé a fair and accurate

representation of how your house looked back on June
oth of 20157 |
A Yes, ma'am.

MS. RADLEIN: At tpis time, Your Honor, the
State seéks to move into evidence»Stater Exhibit 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 18 and 19.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. DRYLIE:- No objectidn.

THE COURT: Without objection, so admitted.

(State's Exhibit Numbers 2 through 6, 18 and

19, photographs, admitted into evidence;)

MS. RADLEIN: Permission for the witness to
step down again, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes.

(Witness leaves the witness stand.)

BY MS. RADLEIN:.
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Q Looking at State's ﬁxhibit 2, can you tell the
jury what they're looking af-in.this picture?

A Our mailbox, driveway, the house, my brother
car, my méther's car and my car.

Q And looking at State's Exhibit 3( a slightly
different angle, can you go ahead and tell the jury

what they're looking at?

A . Mother car, my brother car, my car, driveway
and house. ' v
Q Okay. And on this photdgraph, would it be

depi?ted where you said your brother was tending to
Leric Merriweather?

A Yes, but it'd be in front of his car.

Q Looking at State's Exhibit 18, do you see thaf
area on this photograph? | |

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And looking at State's 19, do you see  that area

on this ﬁhotograph as well?

A Yes,‘ma‘am.

Q I'm gping to show you just a few more. Looking
at State's Exhibit 4, éan you tell the jury what
they're looking at in this photograph?

A The driveway and the front part of my yard and.

the road area.

Q Okay. You mentioned earlier, while you were
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teétifying, a tree. Do you see the tree in this
pho;ograph?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q And is that tree where you testified on a
previous exhibit where the car was parked?

A ers, ma'am.

Q " And looking at State's Exhibit 5, a different

angle, can you tell the jury what they're looking at

here?
A House, driveway, that's a tree . and the road.
Q .And looking at State's Exhibit 6, a slightly

different angle.
A A foad; you see the driveway, the house, the
cars and the tree ain't in that one.

COURT REPORTER: What was the last part?‘

THE WITNESS: Oh, the tree, the tree wasn't in
this picture. |

MS. RADiEIN: No further guestions of this
witness at this time. |

THE COURT: Sir, you may return to the witness
stand. ' 7

(Witness resumes the witness stand.)

THE COURT: Cross—examination?

* k kX%

* *x Kk Kk
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CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. DRYLIE:
Q Good morning, Santonio. .Now, you grew up here
in Edgefield, right?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And you lived here your whole life?
A Yes, sir.
Q And you were friends with Leric Merriweather,
weren't you?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And with Pooh and Carlo?
A Yes, Sir. S
Q Okay. \NQW, I just want to talk to you a minute

about some of the things that you said were

happening. Now, when Leric got out of his car, he

i
was angry, wasn't he?

A I can't really say that.

Q- Okay. Well, you stated he was talking loud,
right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. ‘And he was yelling things?

A Hé'wasn't really yelling. He was just talking

loud so we can hear it.
Q Now, you gave a statement to the police in this

case, correct?
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A Yes, sir.
Q Back in May?
A Yes, sir.
Q All right. And you stated that he was
overtalking, correct?
A That's when he was out -- that's after he had

done pulled a gun out and cocked the gun back and
put it back in his back pocket, that's when they was'
back there both of them was talking. Montrell and
Leric was talking back there, that's when he started
overtalking.

Whén he was in the car; when he first was in
the car and it was just all three of them sitting in
the car and me and Kendrick Nicholson outside the
car, he wasn't overtélking.‘

Q AWhen it was just them, but when he got out of
the car, he started talking loud, right?

A Yeah. When he gét out(of the car, he :said,
That gun -- that's been the same gun that was at my
house; it don't have no bullets. Why you pull out
the gun -- why you pulling a gun out on me that
don't have bullets?

Q Okay. And now you say Leric said that he was
going to go get his gun, right?

A Yes, sir.
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" And then he walked back to his car, didn't he?

He was already at his car.

When he first got out of his car, he looked

over his car, that's when Montrell pulled a gun out,

cocked the gun back, put it back in his back pocket.

Leric¢ seen the gun.

car.

Q

Cockrell, right?

A

Q

He

never walked away from his

He was right there at the driver door area.

Now, on May 21st, you met with Lieutenant

Yes.

On May 21st of 'this year, you met with

Lieutenant Cockrell of the Edgefield Police

Okay. And you wrote a statement for\him,

Department?

A Yes, sir.
Q

correct?

A Yes, sir.
Q

All right. And I'm going to pass this up to

kind of refresh your memory; We've got the bottom

of the statement here.

that real quick.

A

Q

If you would just read over

(Witness complies.)

So now on May 21lst of this year .when you met

N

with  Lieutenant Cockrell --

A

Yes.
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Q -— you stated that Leric said he was going to
get his gun and got back in his car, correct?

A Yes. But like I said, when he was right there
by it, he had his driver'door open. When Montrell
walked past -- back past the trunk, he got out his
car. He never took a step anywhere. He was still
right there by the driver door.

So when Montrell cocked the gun back and put it
back in his back pocket, he seen the gun and that's
when he séid, That's the same gun that's been at my
house, and all that. And after all that passed by,
he said he was going home to get his gun. He sat
down in the car, got back out the car."

S, I mean, it was never like he closed the
door, like, getting ready to iegve or apything. ‘He
had the door open, got right back out the car
because Carlo was trying to get both of them to come
on. Carlo was trying to put Leric in the car and ——
Q I understahd that, but I'm just asking you,

what you stated on that day was that he said he was

.going to get his gun, he got in his car and then got

back out. I'm not saying he closed the door, but he
sat down and was in that area, correct?
A He said he was going to go home to get his gun.

Q Okay. But he got back in his car and he was
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sitting down there, correct?
A He sat down.
Q Okay. And then he got back out?
A Yes, sir.

Q And when he got back out, that's when he was
being really)loud towards Montrell, correct?

A No. They went to the back end of the car.
They was talking at first and I guess he wasn't
agreeing to what Montrell said, that's when he got
loud. He started overtalking Montrell then at that
point.

Q And now you stated when Montrell fired the

shots, he was standing still, correct? Montrell

was?
A Yes, sir.
=
Q Okay. And what was Leric doing? Was Leric

coming at him?
A Leric was in the spot, 'like, two to three steps
away from Montrell. He wasn't coming at him.

Q But did he have his fists up?

A He had his fists balled up, but he --

Q Like he was going to fight him, right?

A Like he wanted to fight him.

Q Okay. And did Pooh have a bottle in his hands

while this was going on?
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A Yes. He was drinking a beer.
Q Okay. How far was Pooh away from Montrell?
A Probably about 10 to 15 steps away. Pooh was
at my mailbox. They was in my driveway.
Q Okay. Somebody at the mailbox -- was Montrell
in ‘the driveway or in‘the road?
A Montreil was in my driveway.
Q Now, you didn't see a car drop Montrell off,
correct?
A I mean, I didn't see none.of that, no.
Q And I'm just asking you if you saw that?
A No, I didn't see . that.

MR. DRYLIE: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(Pause.)

MR. DRYLIE: No further questionsp Judge.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Honor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. RADLEIN:
Q When you first saw the defendant walk up, can

you tell the jury whether or not Leric Merriweather
immediately got out of the vehicle?

A Leric was still in his car when[he walked up.
Q Okay. And then when the defendant walked up,

can you clarify was he walking in your grass?
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Yes, he walked in the grass.

And when he initially was walking up, was he on

the other side of the road?

A

road.

Q

Yes. He was on the right-hand side of the

Can you tell the jury whether or not Keith

Mathis, Carlo Harris or Leric Merriweather yelled at

the defendant to walk over to the car?

A

Q

No one said nothing to him. ’

And I believe on direct you testified that you

guys were talking about what happened earlier?

A

Q

Yes, ma'am.

And you indicated that you told Leric to lower

his. voice?

A

A

Q

Yes, ma'am.
Did he, in fact, lower his voice?
Yes, ma'am.

If the defendant had just kept walking on the

right side of the road, what, if anything, do you

think would have happened?

A

Nothing.
MR. DRYLIE: Objection; speculation.

THE COURT: Objection sustained.

"BY MS. RADLEIN:

Q

When the defendant was walking on the road
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towards your house, did any of those three

individuals go to him and threaten him in any way?

A No, ma'am.

Q You testified that he had -- was drinking a
beer?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Did Keith -- can you tell the jury whether or

not Keith threatened the defendant with the bottle

of beer?

A No, ma'am. ¢ \

Q 'What, if anything, was Keith aoing with the
bottle?

A Drinking a beer, had it in his hand.

Q " And you testified that Leric -- you saw Leric
~go into -- was still by his door?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Did you ever see him With a gun?

A 'No, ma'am.

Q Do you recall what he was wearing that day?
A Shorts and I don't think he had a shirt on.

Q And what -- and how do you remember whether or
not he had a shirt on?

A Because I know as when he came from around the
house, he didn't have on a shirt. He was holding

his hand over the hole where he'd been shot at.
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Q So you actually saw the gunshot hole?

A Yes.

Q And it wasn't through a shirt?

A No.

Q Okay. And on his bottoms, what did he have on?
A Shorts.

Q And on his feet, do you recall if he had --
whether he was wearing shoes or not? |

A I can't recall. I know he had -- I think he
had on shoes, but.I can't recall.

Q So when he got out of the vehicle, just you
seeing him, can‘you'teli the jury whether or not if

he had a gun in his hand?

A No, ma'am.

0 You would have seen it?

A Yeah, I would have seen a gun.

Q If he got out his vehicle and had a knife in

his hand, would you have seen it?

A I would have seen it.

Q@ '~ And if he got out of the vehicle with any other
thing to threaten the defendant with, would you have

seen it?

A Yes, ma'am.
Q Now, you mentioned Carlo. Did Carlo have a
gun?
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No, ma'am..
If Carlo had a gun, would you have seen it?

Yes, ma'am.

© P 0O ¥

/
And you mentioned Keith. He had the beer in

his hand. What, if anything else, did he have in

his hand?

A That was 1it.

Q If he had a gun in his hand, would you have
seen 1t?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Can you tell the jury whether or not you saw

anyone physically touch Montrell Troutman?

A No one touched him.

Q Can you tell the jury if anyone threatened
Montrell Troutman?

A No one threatened him.

Q Can you tell the jury}whether or not anyone

threatened to kill Montrell Troutman?

A No one did.

Q Was there only one gun involved in this case?
A Yes, ma'am.

Q And who- left the scene with that gun?

A Montrell.

Q And had there been another gun or the gun was

at your house in your yard would you have seen it?
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A Yes, ma'am, I would have seen it.

MS. RADLEIN: No further questions at this

time.
THE COURT: Any recross?
MR. DRYLIE:V None, Your Honor.’
THE COURT: Sir, you may step down. Thank you.
All right. Ladies and gentlemen, we've been
going about an hour and a half. Does anyone need a

break?
Can the lawyers approach over here at side bar
a minute? ’ " ]

(Whereupon, a bench coﬁference was held off
the record, in the presenee of the jury, but out of
the hearing of the jury.)

THE COURT: All right.A Ladies and gentlemen,
I'm going to give you a break right now. I'm going
to let you go ahead and go to lunch rather than --
if all of you had to go to the restroom, if would
probably take about 15 minutes to get everybody in
and Qut.- And rather than bring you back in here for
20 minutes and then fo go to lunch, I'm just going
to lét you go to lunch now. ~

Be back at 1:45 and we'll resume at 1:45. Do
not discuss the case. Do not discuss the case at

all with anyone. Don't do any independent

153



10 .

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

350

investigation. As I've told you from the outset,
you're going get tired of hearing me say it, you'fe
to decide this case based solely upon the testimony
and evidenée that's presented in this courtroom and
nowhere else. | |

You-all have é nice lunch. I'll see you back
at 1:45.

Everybody else remain seated while thé\jury
exits the courtroom.

(The jury was excused for lunch.)

THE éOURT: All right. Anything before we

stand down for lunch?

MS. RADLEIN: Your Honor, there's one thing

that we wanted to discuss, but it's in your

discretion if you want fo do it now or when we get
back from lunch. 1It's regarding a witness this
afternoon. We disagree in terms of -- or we need
some clarity in termé of a prior record, whether or
not it's admissible or not.

THE COURT: Have y'all gone through the record?

MS. RADLEIN: Yes, Your Hohor.

THE COURT: What's the issue?

MS. RADLEIN: The issue is whether or not a
term of probation is considered confinement by the

rules. That will put the conviction within that
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It's a what?
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an '06 conviction for

2006 conviction for criminal

MS. RADLEIN:* And, Your Honor, just to be

candid with the Court, I've had judges go either way

on this because there isn't any clear --.

It's clearly a ten-year rule, but

THE COURT:
the rule -- and I've seen -- hold on jusﬁ a second.
(Pause.)

THE COURT: 1It's clearly a discretionary call.

When does probation end?

MS. RADLEIN:

MR. DRYLIE:

two-year term of probation.

Your Honor,

I believe --

In 2008. I think it was a

I believe it was three

years suspended on two; is that correct?

MS. RADLEIN: It was five years suspended on

two years probation, Your Honor.

THE COURT:

And he got sentenced to probation

when? In two-thousand what?

MR. DRYLIE:

THE COURT:

ask him.

'6.

I'll allow it.

155

I'1l allow you to



10

11

12

13

14 -

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

KEITH LAMONT MATHIS - DIRECT BY MR. EARGLE

352

MR. DRYLIE: Thank you, Judge.
THE COURT: Anything else?
MS. RADLEIN: Nothing, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 1:45. |
(Whereupdn, there was a luncheon recess.)
THE COURT: Anything from the State before I
bring the jury outé |
MR. EARGLE: No, sir, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Defense counsel?
MS. RADLEIN: No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: You can bring them.
(The jury returns to fhe courtroom.)
THE COURT: All right. Call your next witness.
MR. EARGLE: Thank you, Your Honor. The State
calls Keith‘Mathis:
KEITH LAMONT MATﬁIS{
having been duly sworn, testified as follows:
THE CLERK: Please be seated. State your ﬁull
name, spell your last name for the record.
THE WITNESS: My name is Keith Mathis, Keith
Lamont Mathis, M-a-t-h-i-s.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. EARGLE:
Q Keith, whe;e are you from?

A From Johnston, South Carolina.
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Q. Now, is that in Edgefield County?

A Yes, sir.

_Q Born and raised?

A Yes, sir.

Q Still live in Edgefield County?

A Yes, sir.

Q Let me take you back to June the 6th of 2015.
Do you remember that déy?

A Yes, sir.

Q Can you please tgll the jury what you were
doing\that day? - ' f

A Well, earlier that day, I wasn't even out yet.
I was just - had took a shower, came home, walked
around the street. I was just chilling, like, by
the projects. And I think -- I think somebody said

something'about Mr. Leric Merriweather was cooking
on his grill. I don't think it was for a lot of
people to come. I think it was just for his family,
a little get-together.

Q Okay. And when you said you had just gotten
up, you were kind of hanging out, where were you
living at that time? |

A I waé living at Country Manor in Edgefield,
South Carolina.

0 And Country Manor is -- is that a --

i
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A Apartment complex down the road from Edgefield

Hospital.

Q Okay.  Did you have the occasion tc go over to

Leric's home that day-?

‘A Yes, sir.

Q And do you recall who all was avaeric‘s house?
A When I got there, it was Leric Merriweather,
Abigail Carter, his kids, Johnny —-- Johnny Martin,.
Retrell Carter, Carlo, Wayne -- Wayne Jones.and
Miami.

Q Okay. = And, Keith, just when you're speaking,

“if you would, just so -- I know I'm having a little

bit of a difficult time. I'm clder, I/have a
problem hearing anyhow, but I want to make sure the
jury's hearing everything ybu're saying, so just
kind of slow it down ifbiou don't mind.

So you showed up over at Leric's home. How

long did you stay?

A Approximately about 15 minutes probably.
Q Okay.
A Twenty minutes.

Okay. Did you leave?
Yes, sir.

Did you leave by yourself?

» 0 P ©

No, sir.
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Who left with you?

Carlo Harris.

Carlo Harris?

Carlo Harris.

Okay. Why did y'all leave Leric's home?
Well, we left -- we left his home‘becauSe he

was cooking on the grill and I wanted to smoke some

‘weed and then we couldn't smoke around his kid. So

me and Carlo, we walked around the street to Carlo!’
mother house to smoke.
Q Okay. So if I'm hearing you correctly, you and

Carlo left Leric's to smoke some weed?

A Yes, sir.

Q Y'all went -- did you walk?

A Yes, sir, we walked.

kQ To Carlo's mother's home?

A' Yes, sir.

Q And where is her house located?

A Her house is located down, not even half a mile

down the road on Morange Street from Santonio Ryans'

house. ' .

Q Okay. How long were y'all down there?

A AIt couldn't have been five, seven minutes. I
mean, I never did -- I never did get a chance to
even light what I had fixing to smoke. I never did
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get a chance to light it.
Q You never got a chance to light what? .
A The blunt.
Q The blunt being?
A Marijuana.
Q The marijuana?
A Yes, sir.
Q And why didn't you get a chance to light the
marijuana if that's why you and Carlo went to his
mother's.home?
A Well, about the time I got through rolling it,
the blunt, and I was fixing to, Carlo got a phone
call.
Q Okay. And as a result of that phone call, what
did you and Carlo do? /
A We ran around to Leric house. We didn't walk;
we ran. We ran -- we ran around to Leric house to
see what was going on.
Q- Okay. And when you and Carlo got there, what,
if anything, was going on?
A What, if anything, was going on?
Q Yes, sir.
A I don't know. We just —-- just coming to see.
I mean, it Jjust -- we were just going to see what
was going -- what was happening to Leric in his
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house, in his home, around his' family.

“

Q Okay. Was anything going on?
A Well, about the time me and Carlo ran around
the street, we don't -~ we don't hear nothing but

cars leaving out the yard. We hear Johnny Martin

~car flying up the road. I mean, we really didn't

see nobody 1eaving out