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RAI;IDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 3 '

. P-R=-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

MS. RICHARDSON: Your.Honor( the State calls Randy
Collins.

Your Honor, while he is coming up, may I_apprdach?

THE COURT: Sure.

(Whereupon, a bench conferencé was held.)

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
the testimony you are about to give will be the truth the
wholevtruth and nothing but the truth so help you God?

| THE WITNESS: Yes.

THE CLERK: Please be seated and state your name
for the record.

THE WITNESS: My name is Randy Collins.

MS. RICHARDSON: If you could go ahead and have a
seat, Mr. Collins, and if you could_scoot up a little,
please? Okay.

| -.Could you just test that microphone, can you just
say hello? |

THE WITNESS: Hello.

‘MS. RICHARDSON: Okay. Is that good?

MS. WILSON: Uh-huh. \
MS. RICHARDSON: - Qkay.

DIRECT-EXAMINATION

BY MS. RICHARDSON:

Q. Mr. Collins, would you spell your last name?
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 4

A.

Q.
today?

0 Fr 0 ?

FoOo P O ?

Q.

sentence?

o » © »r ©O ¥

C-0-L-L-I-N-8S.

And Mr. Collins, obviously you're in a uniform

Yes, ma'am.
And are you currently in prison?
Yes, ma'am.

Okay. . And were you con -- convicted or serving a

J prison sentence for arsen in the death Science Combs?
[ |

Yes.
Or Dave Combs?
Yes.

And that was back in November of 2018?

" Yes, ma'am.

/
And Mr. Collins, is your sentence or your

convictioh currently under appeal? You appealed it, your

Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And you've got a lawyer helping you with.

Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And is he in the courtroom, Mr. Gaskins?
Yes.

Okay. -And you're heré to testify today?

Yes, ma'am.

Okay. And that's voluntary, nobody's forced you
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 5
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to do that?

A.

/Q'

Right.

Okay. And would you tell this Jury what you're

hoping to get from this?

A.
Q.

I'm hoping to get my sentence cut a little bit.

Okay. And has anybody promised you that that's

going to happen?

° ¥ o ¥

No.
And you understand that that's up to the Judge?
Right.

And is it true that we have promised that we would

bring it to the Judge's attention? -

o P O P O P

Right.

But it's completely up to the Judge?

Yes.

Beeh no agreemént'as to what number it would be?
Right.

All right. And Mr. Colliﬁs( do you understand

that by testifying today that could_hﬁrt your appeal?

A,
Q.
A.
Q.

Right.
And could cause you some problems there?
Right.

Do. you also understand that anything you say can

be used against you if you were to have go back to court?

A.

Right.
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDSgS"’FDFD' Es

Q. On that charge?
A. Right.
Q. You understand that?
A. Yes, I do understand.
0. And you went over your legal rights in that
regard? |
| A. Right.
Q Your Miranda was read to you again?
A. Right. ’
Q All right. And your lawyer was with you?
A. Right. '
Q. Okay. 'So there's been no promise that this won't

be usediagainst you?
A. That's right.

Q. All right. Mr. Collins, do you know Marissa

Cohen?
A. Yes, ma'am, I do.
Okay. And tell me how you know her.
A. I know her 4--I_know her for a long time. My --
my —-- well -- sister—-in-law, Loretta, that's her niece.
Q. Okay. So, your sister-in-law Loretta, and what's

her last name? "
A. Her name is Miller.
Q. Loretta Miller?

A. Loretta Miller.
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RANDY. COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 7

Q. Okay. So =-- and -- and do you call her Marissa?
A. Who?

'Q. Do you call Ms. Cohen -- do you -- do you call her

h'Marissa -
A.. Yes.
Q. ~-—- or what do you call her?
A. Marissa.

Q. All right. Does she have another name that you --

or a nickname that you use sometimes?

A. No, not as I know.

Q. bkay. So you -- what about Tina, have you ever
- A. Tina, yeah, yes.

Q. Okay.

A. Yeéi

'Q. All right. And tell me about James Miller. You

knew Mr. Miller?

A. James Miller, that's my nephew.

Q. Okéy. Ahd how -- explain that relationship,

A. That's my brother -- my oldest bréther sbnl

Q. And, obviously, yqu've known him his -- ydu knew
him his whole life? |

A. Right. We raised up together.

Q. And did you know Dave or who they called Science

Combs?
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 8

» 0O P

Q.

A,

!families.

me.
Q.
of 20142

A.

Jstarted.

A.

Q.
A.

Yes, I do.
And how did you know him?
I knew him through Marissa, his mom.

And what kind of relationship did you have with

We was like family, like families. Raised up like

I've known her and her son, he was like a son to
And you remember the fire that happened in March

I didn't see no fire, but I heard about it.
Okay. And you knew about Science dying?
Yes, and that hurt me to my heart.

Okay. And tell me, did you have some involvement

Yes, ma'am, I do -- I did.

And tell -- tell me and tell this Jury how that

~

How it started, Marissa, she had came (sic) to my

house, and she used to pick the little children up, you
know. I had a girl at the house named Chanda (ph) -- her
name was Chanda.' And she used to pick the girl dp and they

used to stay with her sometime, but they wasn't there.

Oh.

And she said they had need to use the kerosene

{
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHARDS§UPP' 9

heater because the house was too cold. 2nd I -- I -- I

said, "No, I can't do that, ‘'cause I need it." But she

askea me again, and then I told her, I say, "Well, okay, you

can use it, but just give it back to me.ﬁ And she went on.
Q. And did she get the héater? .

She got the heéter, yes.

And got it from your house?

Right.

And then what happened?

I o B T C

And a couple of’days after, she says, "Well, I got
a job for you to do, I need a job done."

And how did she tell you that?

A, She said, "I got a job done -- could you do a-job
for me?" I said, "What you mean? What you télking about?"
And she was wanting me to burn her houseAdown so she could
get the insurance money. And I say, "No, I better not do
that."”

And then, a couple of days after, again, I saw her
again, and she tell me, "You sure you ain't going to do that
for me?" And I said, "Weil, I'll go ahead and do it for
you."

}'Wheh I was fixing her car -- I was working on
something on her car, I said, "Well, I -- I'll try to go
ahead and do that for you." " And that's how all of that

happened, like that.
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. .RICHAR§OINJ PP. 10

Q. Okay. And what were you supposed to get out of
it?
She offered me $5,000.

And where was she supposed to get $5,000?

I @] Il>‘

The insurance company.

Q. Okay. And after you agreed to that, what
happeped?

A. After I agreed to it, she said she was about to
move. She had —- she had éverything organized for me. I
said, "Okay." And she moved —-- she said she moved and

nobody supposed to be there.

And that night we went -- me and -- me and —-- I
tell my nepheﬁ - I'ﬁold nmy nephew at first, I say, "James,"
I say, "You know your -- your cousin, she say she want me to
burn her house down for the insurance money." And he said,

"What?" And I said, "Yeah, that's what she tells me." And
he said, "Well, I wouldn't mind making a little bit right
now." and I said, "Okay."

Sp'we went up town. Played a couple of games of
pool and we drank a little beer. Then we ride around a
little bit, and after we ride around a little bit, that's
when we go ahead and check it out, aﬁd‘we went to check it
out. Went through-tﬁe field, you knoﬁ, parked the vehicle,
went through the back and went to the front. ,

She was supposed to already have stuff organized,

~
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHAR§OU PP. 11 |

you know, the kerosene and things. But the time we went,
whenever .she say, well, the door locked, both of the doors
. J

were locked and all, so we couldn't get in.

Q. Was that supposed to be the case? Were they

supposed to be locked?

A. It was supposed to have been open.

Q. Okay.

a. And he went near the'window. You know, énd the
window was -- looked shut and stuff, and I told him, I said,
"We don't need to do this." I said, "Let's don't do it,

let’'s wait to the next day." But he light a cigarette, and
he throw a match, and I didn't see nothing light up or

nothing. But, the next minute afterwords, we left, ride

around a couple more times, and then James took me home.

And after he took me home, probably about -- about an hour
or so, about 35, 40 minuﬁes or so, Marissa called me and
tell me Science is dead. And I say, "For real? You lying."
It kind of shook me up. And I told her if there's anythihg-
I can do for her, I'd do it. .

And I started worrying a little bit, 'cause I kﬁow
we ain't do that. That's what I say to myself on that. And

when James come to pick me up, and then after that, he

picked his mom up. And when he picked his mom up, they came

to me and tell me about it. But I know, because Marissa

called me ﬁp on the phone, at -- at the house. But I'm
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHAR§O‘JPP' 12 '

sorry about everything, if I -- if I did it like that, but I
don't think we —-- we light that firé. o

‘Q. Let me ask you this: Did you have any idea that
Science was in that trailer?

A. No, ma'am. I had no ideal (Sic).‘ Hurt me in my
heart. I had no idea that was he was in thatitrailer.

0. Okay.

A. No. And that's the truth.

Q. ~ And you had said earlier.that she -- she had said

she had everything ready. How ---

a. Right.

Q. -——- how did she let you know that?

A. She called me on the phone.

Q. Was that the same day?

A. \ She said everything is ready, I done (sic) moved
now. ‘

Q. And what was the -- was there a plan about’the
kerosene?

A. What you say'again?
Q. Was there a plan about what was supposed to happen

with the kerosene?

A. The kerosene was to start the fire.
0. And whose idea was that?
A. Me. I tell them the best way to do it is -- is

with kerosene.
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RANDY CQLLINS—DIRECT BY MS. RICHAR§O‘JPP' 13

FI

'Q. And where was the kerosene supposed to be?

A. Supposed to be in the room, on the side, buf the
doors were locked, and I couldn't get to it. |
Okay. .

So I cancel -- to do it.
But you and James were still there?
No, we had left.

Okay.

?’OJ’*OJ’!O

We had left.

‘ Q. But after the -- yqu’found out the doors were -
locked, and did you.all go -- or did.James go around to thé
window? i

A. Yeah, ‘he went to the window. Like I jus; now had
said that he went to the window, you know, I was at the
window, too. And I told him, "Don't do it," again, because
it was raining hard, too, that night.

Q. Okay. But did you see him light something?

A. What you say again?

¢

Q. Did you see him light something up?

A. He light a cigarette and then he flick -- he

throw -- throw -- he throw a paper -- a piece of paper.
Q. At thé window?
A. Yes.v
Q. Okay.
A, But we didn't see nothing.
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CQLLINS—DIRECT BY MS. RICHAR§OLJPP' 14

RANDY

Q. You didn't see it start, you're saying?

A. No.

0. Okay. Let me show this picture, it's State's

A.

A.
Q.

jiwoods -

1 0.

talked to

Exhibit No. 5. Is that the trailer?

Yes,'ma'am.

Okay. And when you said you came around the

That's the window right there.
Over here?

Right -- right there. That -- that one right

there looks small.

Uh-huh.
That's the window, right there.

Okay. And you came back from back here in the

Yes.

-== is that what you're saying?
Yes.

Okéy. .’ :

Ain't no way we done it. Ain't no way. There was

All right. And let me ask you -—-—
Ain't no way we done it.
All right. And let me ask you this: You —-- you

the police? They talked to you about it?
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY MS. RICHAR§0U PP 15 |

A. Yes, I did.
Q. And when you met with them, did you kind of draw
up a little sketch about what hapbened?
A, Yes, I did.
Q. All right. Let me show you -- this hasn't been
premarked, yet. It's beihg marked as Number 34.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 34 was marked for
identification only.)
All right!
Is that the map? The little sketch.that you drew?
A. Yes. Yes. That's the swimming pool. The
swimming pool in the front. Yes.
Q. Okay. And that -- that's the swimming pool in

front of the house?

A. Yeah, that circle right there, yes, ma'am.
Q. Okay. And is -- this is the map that you drew?
A, Right. Right.
Q. And that was with the two police officers?
A.  Right. |
- Q. Officer Garrett sitting over here?
A, Right. Yes.
Q. And on the other man ---
A, Right. |
Q. --- with SLED?
A,

Yes.
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Q. Okay.
MS. RICHARDSON: Your Honor, at this time I'd
offer State's No. 34 into evidence.
MS. WILSON: No. objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 34 is admitted. |
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit_No. 34 was admitted
into evidence.)
BY MS. RICHARDSON:

- Q. Okay. BAnd let me show you this, there's a -- on\
the top of this picture back here is a little marking. Is
that where y'all parked?

A. Yes, ma'am, uh-huh. We parked and walked through
the field. Uh-~huh.

Q. And this right here, is that the woods or the

field?

A. The field, yes, ves.

Q. Okay. And you said that little circle is what?

A. That's the swimming pool right there in the front
of the house.

Q. Okay. And there's a little square drawn on
there -- little square drawn on the big rectangle right
there?

A. That -- that's supposed to be that door -- that
little door right there, when I pictured it.

Q. Okay. The window?
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RANDY COLLINS-DIRECT BY, MS. RICHAR§OUPP' 17

A. feah, supposed to be up. "

Q. Okay. All right.

Mr. Collins, have you had some fires before?

A, Yes, I did. I had about 10, probably. All iﬁ mny
lifetime I had about 10 fires. Those fires were in trailer
fires (sic) fires, but they all was (sic) accidents.

Q. And on somevof those did you get some insurance
money? -

A. Yes, ‘I did.

Q. And obviously, you know, a lot of yoﬁr family knew
about that? f
~ A.  Huh?

Q. A lot of your family knew when your house burned

A. No,‘my fé;ily didn't -- help ﬁe do what? '

Q. 4i said, but your family knew when.this habpened,
like your otherﬂfémily - |

A. ~ Oh, yes, my family knew, yes.

Q. And Mr. Collins, how do you -- how do you feel
about what happened to Science?

A. I feel bad. I feel bad thatAhappened to Him. You
know, I cry every day‘thinking of —- When I think about it.
It hurt me bad., That's why I'm here foday. That's why I'm
here today, to tell the truth.

MS. RICHARDSON: All right. I have no further
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RANDY COLLINS-CROSS BY MS. WILSO$UPP' 18

questions. Answer any questions Ms. Wilson might have for

you,

okay?

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. WILSON:

" Q. Mr. Collins, did you feel bad when you went to
trial? Did you'feel bad about ---
A. Yes, I did feel bad.
Q. Did you -—- did you testify in your own trial?
A. My own triai?
Q. Yes.
A. I didn't have the nervé to do it.
Q. -Okay.
~A. Not right then.
Q. Okay. Now, how ﬁany times had you been to
Marissa's house? Z
| A. I've been to Marissa's house plenty of times.
Q. So, knowing the lay of that house or the.lay of

the land, wasn't nothing new to you, was it?

A.

Well, the land, it was new to me, yes. Going

through the back, that was new to me. Yes, it is.

ie?

Q.
A.

Okay. Who showed that to ybu?
Marissa husband. He used to go through the field.

So you knew the lay of the land. I mean, you knew

!

I never walked -- went through there before. I'd
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- RANDY COLLINSfCROSS BY MS. WILSOSUPP' 19

usually drive.

Q. . Okay.
I'd usually drive a car.
Okay.

That's what I used to dq.

L ORI R © B 4

You're not -saying her husband was with you that
night? |

Oh, no.

Ckay.:

No, uh-huh.

Okay.

- © R - R © R

I'm telling the truth what I'm talking about.
Q. Okay. Now, when you talked with the deputies,
they kept telling yoﬁ, "It's either you or Marissa."
Well, let me back up. _ _
When you first talked.With the officers you kept
télling them you didn't do it; is.thaf Eorrect?

A, I didn't do it, 'cause I ain't throw the light, or

nothing. And I don't think that -- that my nephew do it. I

don't think none of us.dq it do, to be real with you. We
just planned -- Qe just had something planned.

-Q. Oh, but you didn;t do it?

A. No, I didn't do it, but I still feel bad about the
situation. |

Q. Okay. Had you evér done —-- had Marissa ever had
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you do a job before her -- before, any kind of work, you
ever did any kind of work?

' A. Yes, I fix her car. I do something to her;car, I
P help her and her husband do the car for her. |
Q. Okay. '

l’ A. Yeah. {

Q.  And so her wanting you -- saying she wants you do

a job, that wasn{t unusual to you?

a. Oh, yeah, that's unusual to me by doing a job,
like that. You know, doing that, I -- I try to keep things
1Jconfide9tial, you know, but I don't want it to get ouﬁ.

, Q. Okay. Well, let me ask you this ---

Afréid of that.

Your memory's okay today?

Yeah, it's okay today.

Okay. |

My mind is clear, especially when I'm locked up.
Okay. Now, the State has —- State has said they
didn’ they didn't promise you anything?

Théy didn't promise a thing.

Okay. They promiséd that they wouldn't fight?
No.

Your reduction?

Right.

© » O P O ¥ a4 0P O ¥ O ¥
!
1

Okay. So they said they wouldn't fight against
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Tyour plea:for a reduction in sentence?

|L A. Right.

Q. Okay. So you're really hoping to get your
IFsentence‘reduced after —-- ‘

A. And if i don't ---

Q. —-—- after -- after ---

I  a. ——— if I don't gef it réduced, at least I've come

to tell the truth.

Q.  Okay.
IF A. You know.
Q. Did Marissa ever pay you any money?

A, No. Uh-huh.
Q. Okay. But you're saying it was you who told her
the best way to do it is with kerosene?

A. Yes, that's what I told her. That would be the

best -- the best way to do it.

Q. But you didn't see no fire, but you heard about
it?

A. Right.

Q. Okay. '

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And‘it was raining heavy that night?

A. Right. And the little boy get hurt. He get
killed. And I -- that -- that do it to me.

Q. Okay. Now, you had how many fires?
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I

A. I probably havg about 10, probably, in my
lifetime. '

Q. Okay.

A. But all been accideht. I had some that I didn't
have insurance on, I lose.

Q. Okéy. Did they ever accuse you of setting any of
those fires?

A. A couple of people, you know, they tell and say
I -- I might have done it.  But, hey, they can talk what
they want to talk. I know I didn't do it. .

Q. Okay. Did you get paid everyltime you had
insurance on the property?

A. Yes, yes, I did. That's what the insurance for.

Q. You didn't get none of your claims denied?
A: No,.ma'am.

Q. None of them?

‘A. No, ma'am. I get my money.

Q. Okay. Now, you testified that Marissa borrowed a
kerosene heater from you?

A, Yes, she borrowed one.

Q. Okay.

A. Because she gaid it was too cold in the house.
But it wasn't -- it wasn't because that she was going to
do -~ set the house on fire. She borrowed it, because —--

because we were close.
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I e

indulgence, Your Honor.

I

'Q-

Mr. Collins?

ooXr 0 ¥ OO

locked.

Okay. When this incident happened -- Court's

-

THE COURT: Uh-huh.

How long have you been in -- when was your trial,

r A. Where my trial been (sic) at?
Q.  Uh-huh. | ‘
- A, My trial riéht here.
i Q. .I said when.
A. I think about two -- '18; 2018.
Q. Okay. /
| A. I think November -- November the '18, that's when
it started.
- Q. Okay. Novembei the 18th (sic). Okay.

No further gquestions -- well, Court's indulgence.

Initially -- your testimony is, initially you told

\
Marissa you wouldn't do the job?

‘A. At first I told her.

Okay.

Yes. But I ---

And when you got to ---

——- changed my mind because she asked me again.

Okay. When you got to the house doors were

-

Right.
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Q. Okay. Did that strange to you?

A. Yeah, it did seem strange to me, that's why I
didn't do it. I told my nephew to back off, don't do it.
But I don't know what happened.

}Q. Okay. And it was you who -- there's no question
about the fact(that it was you who got your nephew involved?

A. Right. Right. Because my nephew ain't know
nothing about ~- he know about Marissa part, but hé ain't
wanting to hurt them, because he say she got too much her
(sic) mouﬁh._' B

MS. WILSON: ©h, okay. No further questions.
THE COURT: Any redirect? |
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. RICHARDSON:

Q. So the night ﬁhat you went to the trailer, you and
James, that's the night he lit something and through it at
the window?'}v - -

A. Yes.

0. And that's the -- shortly afpef that,_that's the
same night that y'all fouﬁd,out Science had died in the
fire?

"A. Right. Right.

Q. And without saying what happened or talk about

how, James is no'longer with us. James is déad?

A, Yes, and I love him dearly.
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And you hate to say anything bad about'hiﬁ?
A. Right.

MS. RICHARDSON: No further questions.

THE WITNESS: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: Anything further, Ms. Wilson?

RECROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. WILSON:

Q. Mr. Collins, how far did you go in school?
A. I went to school, might be the Seventh.
Q. Okay. And you previous -- previously testified

about some medical issues?

A. Right.
Okay.
A. You're right.

MS. WILSON: Nothing further.

THE WITNESS: I just want to get this stuff off my

chest.

THE COURT: Thank you, Sir, you can step down.
THE WITNESS: All right.
(Witness stepped down from witness stand.)

END OF REQUESTED PROCEEDINGS.
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