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RICHARD C. DEVORS -- DIRECT BY MR. PAULING

point. So no one had actually been assigned
anything. I just knew as an investigator that we
needed to secure the crime scene.

Q Okay.

A Try to find out -- obviously, it came in as a shots
fired call. We needed to secure a weapon if there
was a weapon involved and then start a crime scene
log and try to go from there.

Q And while you were there on scene, did you happen
to make contact with the Defendant in this case,
Ms. Gregg Pickrell?

A I did.

Q And could you tell the jury how did that come about
at least on the scene that you came in contact with
her?

A I was informed that Ms. Pickrell was actually in
the back of one of our marked patrol cars. I just
went over to the car at that time, again, not even
knowing what her particular part in this incident
was. I lTeaned in the back -- I had the patrol
deputy roll down the window. I leaned in the
window, I read Ms. Pickrell her Miranda rights.
Again, not knowing her role, I just wanted to make
sure if anything was said while she was in the

vehicle with the deputy that she had been properly
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1 Mirandized and advised of her constitutional

2 rights.

3 Q Did you have any conversation with her of any

4 substance at that point?

5 A No. I just asked her if she would be willing to

6 come to the Sheriff's Office and speak with us, and
7 she agreed to do that.

8 Q At that point -- well, was that the end of your

9 conversation with her?

10 A It was. It was.

11 Q Did she complain of any injuries to you at that

12 particular time?

13 A She did not. As a matter of fact, I think I asked
14 her if she needed EMS. I believe EMS may have even
15 been on scene, and we asked her if she wanted

16 medical treatment, and she did not.

17 Q But had she requested medical treatment at that

18 time?

19 A Not to me, she had not.

20 Q Okay. I understand.
21 A I don't know if she had asked of anyone else, but
22 she had not mentioned it to me at all.
23 Q I understand. I understand. But had she done so,
24 asked you, what would you have done?
25 A Oh, I would have gotten her medical treatment.
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Now, while there on the scene, there are other
investigators on the scene; is that correct?

Yes.

Do you recall if Investigator Rick Bailey was on
the scene?

I believe so, yes.

Investigator Miles Taylor?

Yes.

And some other officers as well; is that correct?
Like I said, there was quite a number of deputies
and investigators that showed up.

Well, did you eventually get assigned this case or
who ended up getting this case?

I believe Investigator Taylor was assigned that
case because that was actually his area. Like I
said, I was out of my area, but as law enforcement,
I needed to respond just until we got the scene
secure.

Okay. Again, you were there to assist in whatever
manner?

Correct.

Was necessary?

Correct.

And do you recall if you stayed on the scene for

some length of time or did you go back to the
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Sheriff's Office or what was --

I was not on the scene very long. I was -- and I
can't remember who asked me, but someone asked me
to go back to the office and actually begin the
interview with Ms. Pickrell. So I went back to the
office and met with the deputy that had transported
her there and we took her inside to our interview
room.

Okay. And, now, as far as the purpose of your
interviewing Ms. Pickrell, had you been provided
some information prior to or as far as the
background of what the case was about or just
trying to get information?

Quite honestly, all I knew was what I saw when I
walked into that scene that morning. And when I
walked back out, that was about the only
information I had at that point other than I knew
that she had called 9-1-1. I had been advised she
had called 9-1-1 and reported that she had shot
someone. I saw someone who was in --

So you did enter the home --

I did enter the home, yes. I saw someone on the
floor of the home and I knew -- that's basically
all I knew before I started the interview.

And you did conduct an interview?




—

(e I (o N ¢ . B T = > B & I ~ N &5 B NS

NN N N N N 2 m  m ey md @ e e e e
g, W NN 2O O OO N Rl WwN -

RICHARD C. DEVORS -- DIRECT BY MR. PAULING

271

I did.

And where was it?

This was at the Kershaw County Sheriff's Office 1in
Lugoff in our interview room.

In your interview room?

Yes.

And if you could explain to the jury, is it just

a -- when I say regular room, is there anything
special about that particular room? Is --

It's very plain. There's nothing on the walls.
It's just white walls and there's a camera up above
us and there's a table and some chairs. And that's
purposeful, of course, for everyone's safety so
there's no distractions. And, of course, we always
advise the people who are coming in that room they
are being recorded, both audio and visual.

And what steps do you go through or what do you do
prior to the interview or before you begin any
questioning of the individual?

Well, 1in this particular instance, I had already
Mirandized Ms. Pickrell out at the scene, but it's
still safer if I do that on video. So when we got
into the office, the first thing I did is advise
Ms. Pickrell that I wanted to read her her Miranda

rights once again. We actually have a form that
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1 you would fil1l out. I actually had that form

2 filled out, checked off that she understood her

3 constitutional rights and then have her sign it and
4 I witnessed it.

5 MR. PAULING: Beg the Court's indulgence.

6 THE COURT: A1l right.

7 (Pause.)

8 MR. DELGADO: Without objection, Your Honor.

9 MR. PAULING: May I approach the witness, Your
10 Honor?

11 THE COURT: You may.

12 BY MR. PAULING:

13 Q Agent DeVors, I'm going to show you what's been

14 marked State's ID 68. I'm going to ask you if you
15 recognize that particular item?

16 A I do.

17 Q And what is that, sir?

18 A That is a Kershaw County Sheriff's Office Miranda
19 Warnings form. It has been checked off that each
20 individual right was read to the suspect. I signed
21 it. The Waiver of Rights has also been signed by
22 Ms. Pickrell and it was witnessed by then county
23 employee and former wife, Karen DeVors, who was a
24 victim advocate at that time at the Sheriff's
25 Office.
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So your signature is there, Ms. Pickrell's
signature is there, as well as a witness to that,
Ms. Karen DeVors?
That's correct.
And what were the rights as you -- would you have
read them to her right off the form?
Oh, absolutely. I read everything verbatim and
then ask -- turn the form around and ask them to
look over it and make sure that they understand
their rights. And that's why there's a check mark
beside each right because I've asked them if they
understood that right specifically.
And as you were doing that, asking her those
particular questions, did she appear to understand
her rights?
Yes.
Did she appear to have any physical or mental
issues that was going on that would cause her not
to understand it?
No.
The rights as you read them to her?
No.
And so she did agree to waive her rights?
She did.

MR. PAULING: Your Honor, at this time I would
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1 offer State's 68 into evidence, I believe without
2 objection?

3 MR. DELGADO: Without objection.

4 THE COURT: State's 68 is in evidence without
5 objection.

6 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 68 was

7 marked for identification and received

8 into evidence.)

9 BY MR. PAULING:

10 Q And you indicated that Karen DeVors was present in
11 the interview room?

12 A Correct.

13 Q And, again, why was that? Why did you make the

14 decision to have her present?

15 A Well, first of all, I typically don't interview

16 females without having someone else present,

17 preferably another female.

18 Q Okay .

19 A And in this particular instance, not knowing

20 exactly what had happened, I felt it was best --
21 she happened to be the only victim advocate in the
22 building at that time and I felt it was best to
23 have a victim advocate present.
24 Q Now -- and at that point after she waived her
25 rights, did you begin the interview?
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I did.

And, again, you had informed her that the interview
is being video and audio recorded; is that correct?
I did.

And while you interviewed her -- well, I'11 ask you
this. Can you tell the jury just the process --
when I say the process --

Sure.

Was it you just -- you were just asking her
questions constantly or how did that go?

Well, basically at this point, Tike I said, you
heard how much information I had. I knew I had a
body on the floor, I had a person in the back of a
patrol car, and I had seen a weapon actually in the
house at that point. And so my thought process
was, I need Ms. Pickrell to walk me through what's
just happened because I have no clue what has
happened. And we obviously need all that
information so that we can piece together what had
happened that morning. So that's basically what I
had done, I asked Ms. Pickrell if we could just
walk through the story and figure out what had
happened that morning.

And were there times when you took breaks?

Oh, yes, absolutely.
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Why was that?

Well, for one, I felt 1ike Ms. Pickrell needed
breaks. Obviously, this was an emotional and
traumatic experience. I wanted her to be able to,
you know, get some water or use a tissue or
whatever may need be. And also to -- quite
honestly, to gather my thoughts and try to piece
together what I've already -- information I've
already gotten, try to process that and see where I
need to go from there with the interview.

And did she ever ask for an attorney -- ask for an
attorney during the interview?

No, sir.

Had she done so, what would you have done?

I would have stopped the interview and let her
contact an attorney.

Did she ask you to stop the interview?

She did not.

And if she had done so?

I would have stopped the interview.

Now, during this -- your interview of her, do you
recall about how long it took?

It's been four years. I want to say an hour and a
half maybe, hour and 45 minutes, something like

that.
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And during that interview, whether it was, you
know, at the beginning, the middle or end, did she
appear to be fatigued at all?

Not fatigued. Again, emotional a couple of times.
And we did take some breaks throughout the
interview just to make sure that she was good.

At some point, though -- and I understand she did
not ask for an attorney, but at some point, did an
attorney show up?

Yes, he did.

Okay. Do you recall who that was?

I believe it was Mr. Cox.

William Cox?

Yes.

And what happened after he arrived? Did he have an
opportunity to speak with her?

He did. I stopped the interview, of course, once I
was informed an attorney was there to speak with
her. I asked him if he wanted to talk with her in
that room, but I advised him, of course, that that
was audio and videotaped and it might not be
beneficial for him to speak to his client there.
So we found another room so that he and his client
could speak together 1in private.

And after that, did you resume an interview with
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her?

I did not.

Okay, you did not?
I did not.

o r O X

Do you know if she was interviewed by another
investigator at some later time?

A She was. Actually, at this point, a lot of people
had come back to the office. I spoke to

Investigator Rick Bailey. He actually knew

Mr. Cox. I believe they had had some kind of
relationship in some previous cases or something
like that. So at that point, I felt it was best
that he go ahead and take over the interview
process since he already knew the attorney.

Q Now -- so at that point, then, was that the last
time that you spoke with Ms. Pickrell about this
case?

A I believe so. I can't say for sure. I may have
been asked to sit in at some point on some
interviews, but I don't think it was with
Ms. Pickrell. It may have been some other folks.

Q A1l right. Again, as far as the -- you said the
interview was video and audio recorded. Do y'all
maintain that?

A Yes.




—

O O oo N OO s w N

N N N N N N A m  aa ma e  ma m em e om
g A WN 2 OO N, WD -

RICHARD C. DEVORS -- DIRECT BY MR. PAULING
279

513

And how do you do that?

I'm not sure how they do it now, but at the time,
we would download everything to a CD -- or a DVD,
excuse me. And I think it remained on the hard
drive for a certain amount of days as well.

But that interview would have been part of the
investigator file?

Correct.

The Tead investigator would be Miles Taylor and he
would have been provided that; 1is that correct?
Absolutely.

MR. PAULING: Beg the Court's indulgence.

THE COURT: Sure.

(Pause.)

MR. PAULING: May we approach, Your Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held

in the presence of the jury but out of

the hearing of the jury.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we're about
to play -- the State 1is about to play the video
recording of the interview of Ms. Pickrell. You
will notice in the video there are cuts or there
are parts of the video that are taken out. The

reason for those cuts is technical 1issues and
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1 information that is not relevant. This is probably
2 going to be a longer trial. We are trying to --
3 the attorneys are trying to keep it as short as
4 possible. So the reason for those cuts is both
5 attorneys have agreed that those parts are not
6 relevant. So you'll see there will be little jump
7 cuts in the video where it's clear that something
8 has been taken out. That's the reason for it.
9 Are you ready for lights to come off,
10 Mr. Pauling?
11 MR. PAULING: Yes, that's fine.
12 Your Honor, may I approach the witness?
13 THE COURT: You may.
14 BY MR. PAULING:
15 Q Investigator DeVors, you've reviewed the actual
16 interview; is that correct?
17 A Yes.
18 Q And this is a copy of that particular interview?
19 A Correct.
20 MR. PAULING: State's 69, we would offer that
21 without objection?
22 MR. DELGADO: Without objection.
23 THE COURT: Okay. State's 69 in evidence
24 without objection.
25
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1 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 69 was
2 marked for identification and received
3 into evidence.)
4 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 69, was
5 played for the jury.)
6 MR. PAULING: Your Honor, can I pause it for a
7 second to see if we can get the volume?
8 THE COURT: Sure. The Clerk tells me they can
9 play it through the court system and it may work
10 better.
11 (Video continued.)
12 THE COURT: Ms. Sampson, can we pause it for a
13 second?
14 Take the jury to the jury room, please.
15 (WHEREUPON, the jury retires to the jury
16 room at 3:03 p.m.)
17 THE COURT: Ms. Sampson, how much time do we
18 have left in the video?
19 MR. PAULING: Judge, I believe there's a short
20 break in between. I can go up and see exactly how
21 much -- there's probably about 10 more minutes I
22 would think.
23 THE COURT: I'11 be honest, I'm having a rough
24 time.
25 MR. PAULING: Yes, sir, I understand.
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1 THE COURT: My inclination is to adjourn us

2 until tomorrow. Do you want to do the last bit of
3 the video and then --

4 MS. SAMPSON: It's up to Your Honor.

5 THE COURT: I can make it 10 more minutes, but
6 I'm having a rough time.

7 MR. PAULING: Judge, I -- we can break now.

8 THE COURT: Let's bring the jury back in.

9 MS. SAMPSON: We can just stop it there and

10 we'll have it ready to play.

11 THE COURT: 9:30 tomorrow morning?

12 MS. SAMPSON: Sure.

13 THE COURT: I'm sorry, Counsel, I'm having a
14 rough time.

15 (WHEREUPON, the jury came into open

16 court at 3:04 p.m.)

17 THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, you may have
18 noticed, I'm not feeling very well. I'm not sure I
19 can go on anymore today. So it's not the

20 attorneys' fault, but I'm going to adjourn today.
21 I need to get home and get some rest and,

22 hopefully, be back tomorrow at 9:30. So, ladies
23 and gentlemen, I'm sorry, but I'm in rough shape,
24 so court will be adjourned until 9:30 tomorrow
25 morning.
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MS. SAMPSON: May we approach briefly?

THE COURT: Absolutely.

Ladies and gentlemen, y'all are excused.

MS. SAMPSON: No, it was about --

THE COURT: Oh, you're not excused. Sorry.

MS. SAMPSON: 1I'm sorry to the jury.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held

in the presence of the jury but out of

the hearing of the jury.)

THE COURT: And Ms. Sampson has reminded me
very kindly to remind you, again, please don't do
any research tonight, don't talk amongst
yourselves, and don't discuss the case with family
or friends tonight.

Thank you all very much. I'11 see you
tomorrow morning at 9:30.

(WHEREUPON, the jury was excused for the

day at 3:06 p.m.)

THE COURT: Court will be 1in recess until 9:30
tomorrow.

(WHEREUPON, court adjourned for the day

at 3:06 p.m.)

JUNE 1, 2018

(WHEREUPON, the proceedings resumed at
9:43 a.m.)




518

o O 0O N O O s w NN -

N N N N N N e = a  a o a  asa a -
g b W N O W N OO O, W -

284

THE COURT: Counsel, anything we need to do
before we bring in the jury?

MR. PAULING: We need to put on the record as
far as the witness change.

THE COURT: About what?

MR. PAULING: The witness change.

THE COURT: Yes. I actually think it would
helpful to do it in front of the jury just so the
jury -- I'11 say a little bit so the jury will
understand.

Anything from the Defense?

MS. ZMROCZEK: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's bring in the jury.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open

court at 9:44 a.m.)

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen.

Mr. Pauling?

MR. PAULING: Your Honor, at this time the
State would call Karen DeVors.

THE COURT: Recall?

MS. SAMPSON: She's never been called.

THE COURT: Oh, yes, sir.

Ladies and gentlemen. We have a 1little bit of

an unusual procedure right now. As you remember,
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we were in the middle of a witness, but the State
has a witness that has a scheduling issue and must
go first thing this morning. So we're going to
call -- we're going to take Ms. DeVors out of
order, and then go back to the previous witness.

(Witness approaches.)

THE CLERK: Place your left hand on the Bible,
and raise your right hand, please.

(Witness complies.)

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm
the testimony you give in this case will be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
so help you God?

THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am.

THE CLERK: State your full name for the
record and have a seat in the witness chair.

(Witness seated.)

THE WITNESS: Karen DeVors.

KAREN DEVORS,
after being duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PAULING:
Q Good morning, Ms. DeVors. How are you doing?
A Good. How are you?

Q Doing well. Where are you employed right now?
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Camden Police Department.

Camden Police Department?

Yes.

In what capacity there at the Camden Police
Department?

Community police officer.

Community police officer. And what does that mean?
I'm involved in community events, crime prevention,
children, seniors, things like that.

And how long have you been employed with Camden
Police Department?

Little over a year.

Little over a year?

Uh-huh.

And prior to that, where were you employed?
Kershaw County Sheriff's Office.

Kershaw County Sheriff's Office?

Yes, sir.

How long was your tenure at the Sheriff's Office?
How long I was there?

Yes, ma'am.

It was approximately six years.

Six years?

Uh-huh.

So you were working there back in September of
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Correct.

And in what capacity were you working there in

20147

Victims advocate.

You were a victims advocate?

Yes, sir.

And specifically September 11th, 2014, did you come
in contact with an individual by the name of Gregg
Pickrell?

Yes, sir.

Do you see her here in the courtroom today?

Yes.

Where 1is she exactly in the courtroom?

(Witness indicates.)

What is she wearing?

Black and white.

Black and what?

White.

Black and white?

Uh-huh. Black jacket, white shirt.

Now, do you recall how you came to come 1in contact
with Ms. Gregg Pickrell as it relates to this?
Yes. Investigator Rick DeVors asked if I could sit

in on the interview since she was a female. And he
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1 wasn't sure what exactly he had at the time, so.
Q So you were present for the interview?
A Yes, sir.
Q And that interview was video and audio recorded; is

that correct?

Yes, sir.

Q Now, did you take part in the interview as far as
asking questions and that sort of thing or was he

conducting the interview?

S W 0N N
>

—

A He conducted the interview.

11 Q And at some point during that interview, did you

12 take photos of -- or when she was there, did you

13 take photos of Ms. Pickrell?

14 A In the interview?

15 Q Yes.

16 A Yes, of her arm.

17 Q A1l right. And did you take additional photos that
18 particular day too?

19 A Yes, sir.

20 Q And what was the purpose of you taking those photos
21 at that time?

22 A She had indicated some abuse and I had noticed it
23 on her arm, so I photographed it.

24 Q Now, as far as photographing it, did you -- I mean,
25 did you just -- did she tell you about those
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particular areas or did you just see?

I happened to see them on her arm, yes.

Okay.

And then she showed me the other areas.

And after that interview with Investigator DeVors,
Rick DeVors, were you present on any other
interview with her?

No, sir.

Now, after that particular interview, did you see
her again? What happened later that afternoon?

I believe I had taken her to the hospital.

You took her to the hospital. Kershaw Health?
Yes, sir.

And why was that?

Due to her injuries. I didn't know if she had
internal injuries or anything further, so I just
wanted her to get checked out.

And you escorted her to the hospital. Now, were
you in the examination room with her?

Yes. As far as I can remember, I had went in with
her. And I don't know if I stayed in the room or
not or right outside the room.

Okay. And after she was examined, did you have
further conversation with her? What did you do at

that point?
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1 A I had taken her home.

2 Q You took her home to Jjjjj Baynard Boykin Road?

3 A Yes, that's correct.

4 Q And, now, did you have much of any type of

5 conversation on the way there?

6 A No, not that I recall.

7 Q Had you been out to that location before?

8 A No.

9 Q And so that was your first time?

10 A That was my first time, yes.

11 Q Now, when you took her home, did you make contact
12 with anyone else or?

13 A No, sir.

14 Q So you just dropped her off at her house?

15 A Yes, that's correct.

16 Q Was that the last contact that you had with her?
17 A She came back for some additional photographs per
18 my request.

19 Q Okay. When you say -- what did you ask? When you
20 say "per your request,"” why did you ask her to come
21 back?

22 A In case the bruising or any markings got worse.

23 Q Okay. And did she come back?

24 A Yes.
25 Q And when was that?
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A I believe that was the following day.

Q The following day?

A Yes.

Q September 12th?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did you also photograph -- you took more
photographs of her; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And was that made part of the case file?

A Yes, sir.

MR. PAULING: May I approach the witness, Your
Honor?

THE COURT: You may.

(Pause.)

MR. DELGADO: Without objection.

THE COURT: Mr. Pauling, Mr. Delgado said no
objection. Are you moving them in evidence?

MR. PAULING: Yes, but I wanted to make sure
the court reporter -- I know I've got stickers on
them. This is 70 through 87.

BY MR. PAULING:

Q Ms. DeVors, let me show you what has been marked
for ID Exhibits 70 through 87 and ask if you
recognize those photographs?

A Yes, sir, I do.
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1 Q And those are the photographs that you mentioned
2 that you took of Ms. Pickrell, first on September
3 11th, and then again on September 12th of 20147

4 A Yes, sir, that's correct.

5 Q Now, are those photographs time stamped?

6 A They are.

7 Q Okay. Was that your camera that you used?

8 A No, sir.

9 Q Now, is the date correct on the photograph, the
10 time stamp?

11 A No, sir.

12 Q Is it off by one day?

13 A It is.

14 Q So all of the photographs that are labeled

15 September 10th are actually September 11th; 1is that
16 correct?

17 A That's correct.

18 Q And the ones labeled September 11th are actually
19 September 12th?

20 A That's correct.

21 Q Is that correct?

22 A Yes, sir.
23 Q And, again, those photographs -- those images,
24 that's the way Ms. Pickrell appeared back on
25 September 11th and 12th of 20147
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A Yes, sir.

MR. PAULING: At this time, Your Honor, yes, I
believe without objection, I would offer State's 70
through 87 into evidence?

MR. DELGADO: Without objection.

THE COURT: 1Into evidence without objection.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 70 - 87

were marked for identification and

received into evidence.)

MR. PAULING: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(Pause.)

BY MR. PAULING:

Q Now, Ms. DeVors?

A Yes.

Q Were those all the photos that you took of
Ms. Pickrell?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, State's 70, 71, 72, and 73, as well as 74,
these were all taken on September 11th; 1is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q State's 70 (showing to jury), State's 71 (showing
to jury), State's 72 (showing to jury), State's 73,
(showing to jury), as well as State's 74 (showing

to jury); is that correct?
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Yes, sir.
And then when she came back the following day at
your request; is that correct?
Yes.
That would be State's 75 (showing to jury)?
Yes.
State's 76 (showing to jury), State's 77 (showing
to jury), 78 (showing to jury), State's 79 (showing
to jury), 80 (showing to jury), State's 81 (showing
to jury), State's 82 (showing to jury), State's 83
(showing to jury), State's 84 (showing to jury),
State's 85 (showing to jury), State's 86 (showing
to jury), and State's 87 (showing to jury).

And, again, that was the extent of any
interaction or involvement you had with
Ms. Pickrell as it relates to this case; is that
correct?
Yes.
And as far as your interaction with her, as far as
taking the photographs and taking her to the
hospital, did you document that in any manner?
Yes, I wrote a statement.
Okay. When you say you wrote a statement, would
that be part of the case file?

Yes.
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Q When you say it was somewhat of a memorandum of

what you had done?
A Yes, sir.
MR. PAULING: Ms. DeVo
questions.

may have.

CROSS - EXAMINATION

Please answer any questions Mr. Delgado

rs, I have no further

BY MR. DELGADO:

Q Ms.
like to be able to have you
the sorts of training that,
police officers have in the
domestic violence. Can you
that?

A At that point, I was just a
can't speak on that behalf.
advocate?

Q Yes, ma'am.

A Back then, is that what you

Q Well, here's what I mean.

and certificates that you've received as a result

of training?
A Yes, sir.
Q In fact, let me just show t

A Yes, those are mine.

DeVors, before we get into the photographs,

I'd
discuss with our jury

not just you, but
area of criminal

tell us a bit about

victims advocate, so I

On being a victims

want me to discuss?

I've seen some diplomas

hem to you.
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Sure. I guess what I'm saying is, you, as a law
enforcement officer, along with all other Taw
enforcement officers, whether you're with the City
of Camden or the Kershaw County Sheriff's
Department, are trained through law enforcement in
the area of criminal domestic violence and sexual
assault, would that be fair?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q A1l right. And as a result of that, either by

O W 0w ~N O O bbb W DN

—

going to the Criminal Justice Academy or programs

11 online, they'11 give you a certificate just to

12 document what you've been taught?

13 A Yes, sir, that's correct.

14 Q A1l right. And, ma'am, that would be mandatory for
15 not just you, but for all members, uniform members
16 of the law enforcement agency?

17 A Yes, sir.

18 Q A11 right. Ms. DeVors, our jury has seen -- we

19 were almost at the end of the audio visual taping
20 of Gregg Pickrell where you and your former

21 husband, Rick, were with Ms. Pickrell on morning,
22 noon, afternoon of September 11th. Have you seen
23 that since that time?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Okay .
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A Portions of it, yes, sir.

Q So there's Gregg Pickrell sitting at the end of the

table?
A Correct.
Q You to the left, and with his back to the camera is

Rick DeVors; correct?

A Yes, sir, that's correct.
Q You then went and took -- yourself took some
photographs of Gregg as a result -- when you

concluded; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q A11 right. Then you asked her to come back the
very next day, which would have been Friday, the
12th of September, I think your words were, so that

you could see if any of the bruising had become

worse?
A Yes, sir.
Q A11 right. Because I think as we know in our human

experience, sometimes things tend to age and you
can see them better after -- see them better. They
can be more visible with a little bit of time;
correct?

A Yes, sir, that's correct.

Q A11 right. Ms. DeVors, I want to hand you and then

flip it over for you, see if you can identify. Did
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you take those photographs?
Yes, sir.
A11 right. Now, I'm going to turn it over again.
Again, did you take those photographs?
Yes, sir.
Ms. DeVors, I want you to come down here just for a
second.
(Witness steps down.)
And with your left hand so we don't turn our back
to the jury, but so the court reporter can hear,
these three photographs were taken by you on the
11th after the video that you and Rick were 1in;
correct?
Yes.
And what you were showing were some of the things
that she either complained about or that you
visually saw?
That's correct.
A11 right. Point out here what you saw?
(Witness complied.)
Right here underneath her left cheek. What about
here?
I don't recall.

THE COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry, I can't hear

you.
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I don't recall.
But, in any event, you took two photographs of
that?
Yes.
The next --
I assumed it was the neck area.
Yes, ma'am, that's fine. The next day when she
came back, you took those photographs; correct,
ma'am?
Yes, sir.
A1l right. This photograph shows the beginning of
what looks to be like a black eye?
Yes.
That wasn't entirely visible on the 11th?
That's correct.
This looks 1like what, ma'am?
Bruising.
Yes. As if she's raising up her arm or --
MR. PAULING: Objection.
MR. DELGADO: Okay, fine.
MR. PAULING: That calls for speculation.

BY MR. DELGADO:

Q
A
Q

On the back of the left arm; correct?
Yes, sir.

What about here? What does this show?
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A scratch.
Q And what about here?
A I don't recall.
THE COURT REPORTER: 1I'm sorry, you need to
speak up.
I don't recall. I don't see anything.
Q Just one second.
(Pause.)

Q A1l right. Ms. DeVors, I think that's all. If you

o © oo N O O s, w N
x>
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will just now retake your seat for just a second.

11 A (Witness returns to witness stand.)

12 MS. LI: Your Honor, may I ask if that exhibit
13 was moved in?

14 MR. DELGADO: It was not. I now move it. I'm
15 sorry.

16 THE COURT: Defendant's 77

17 Mr. Pauling, any objection?

18 MR. PAULING: No objection.

19 THE COURT: Entered into evidence without

20 objection.

21 (WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit No. 7

22 was marked for identification and

23 received into evidence.)

24 BY MR. DELGADO:

N
(6]

Q Ms. DeVors, on the afternoon of September 11th, as
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a result of what had been told to you and what you
had seen and to make certain that she, that is
Gregg, did not suffer any internal injuries,
whatever, you took her to the Kershaw Memorial
Hospital; correct, ma'am?

Kershaw County Hospital.

Kershaw County Hospital?

Yes.

From the time you arrived there to the time you
left, just a general estimate, an hour, three
hours, how long, if you recall?

I don't recall.

Okay. But you were with her the whole time?

Yes, sir, that's correct.

Including a pelvic examination?

I didn't actually stay in the room, I don't
believe.

Okay. But you drove her there, stayed with her,
escorted her back?

Yes.

You remember, ma'am, at the Kershaw County Hospital
that she was prescribed medication? Do you recall
that?

I don't recall.

A1l right. I want to ask you, ma'am, if you've
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1 ever seen any of those three bottles for the

2 prescriptions that -- did she have prescriptions 1in
3 her hand?

4 A I don't recall.

5 Q You don't recall that? Okay.

6 MR. DELGADO: Your Honor, I'd T1ike to move

7 this for identification at this time only,

8 State's -- Defendant's 8, 9, 10.

9 MR. PAULING: If I understand, it is being

10 marked for ID?

11 MR. DELGADO: Yes, sir, marked for

12 identification. Thank you.

13 (WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit Nos. 8 -

14 10 were marked for identification only.)

15 BY MR. DELGADO:

16 Q Ma'am, do you recall, were you in with Gregg when
17 she was in talking to any of the treating

18 physicians there, either a nurse practitioner or a
19 physician?

20 A Normally I would be.

21 Q Yes, ma'am.

22 A If they want me to be in there, the victim. So I
23 don't recall exactly how long or when.

24 Q Sure.
25 A It has been some time.
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Oh, absolutely.

Yes.

Do you recall her telling the doctor about a
urinary tract infection she was suffering from? Do
you recall that?
I believe so, yes.

MR. DELGADO: Your Honor, I think that's all
the questions I have.

Thank you.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Pauling?

MR. PAULING: Beg the Court's indulgence.

THE COURT: Certainly.

(Pause.)

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PAULING:

Q

Ms. DeVors, you mentioned that you -- at least, on
cross -- that you recall her mentioning to the
doctor a urinary tract infection? Is that what you
said?

I recall something of that sort, yes.

You recall her saying something about it?

I can't remember if it was her or the nurse or the
doctor that said it.

But she didn't complain about that during the
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interview with Mr. DeVors, did she?
I don't remember that.
You don't remember hearing that?
No. No, sir.
And, again, you indicated that if she wanted you in
there, you would have been in there; is that
correct?
Yes, that's correct.
You don't recall her asking that you be in there
with her, Ms. Pickrell ask that you be in the
examination with her?
Yes, it's been some time, so I can't remember
exactly how long I was in there or -- normally I
would not wait in the waiting area, I would be back
there with the victim that I bring to the hospital
unless they decide they don't want me in the room.
And that would be during a physical examination of
some sort.
And, again, that was your last interaction with
her?
Other than bringing her home, yes.

MR. PAULING: No further questions, Your
Honor.

MR. DELGADO: I have nothing further,

Ms. DeVors. Thank you.
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THE COURT: Any objection to releasing Ms.
DeVors?

MR. PAULING: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Delgado, any objection to
releasing Ms. DeVors?

MR. DELGADO: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. You're excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

(Witness steps down and is excused.)

MR. PAULING: Now, Your Honor, we'd like to
resume with the testimony of Rick DeVors.

THE COURT: Okay. Recall Rick DeVors.

(Witness retakes the stand.)

THE COURT: Mr. DeVors, you're still under
oath.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

RICHARD C. DEVORS,
after being duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. PAULING:
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit 69 resumes
being played for the jury.)
Q Now, Agent DeVors, during the course of that
interview that you had with Ms. Pickrell, did you

have a difficult time trying to keep things 1in
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order or -- how do you usually conduct your
interviews? What's the information you like to
get?

Who, what, when, where, how. Basics. This
particular instance, again, as I stated at the
beginning of my testimony, I had absolutely no firm
information about what had happened, so my only
purpose at this point was to try to find out a
sequence of events, find out what had happened, and
to be able to relay that information back to the
investigators at the scene so that they would have
some sort of premise to work from.

And at least it was your understanding that she was
the only other person in the house during the
shooting; right?

Correct.

And so as far as sequence of events, and who, what,
where, when, why, you were getting that

information -- attempting to get information from
her; 1is that correct?

That is correct.

And at least it appears you used a more
conversational tone. Why was that?

Quite honestly, I didn't know if she was a victim

or a suspect at this point.
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Because of the limited information; is that
correct?

That's correct.

And you weren't able to talk with anyone else in
the home; is that correct?

That's correct.

Now, during the course of your interview, was she
ever specific about why she pulled the trigger?
I think --

Or the specific circumstances around what was --
I don't think I ever got a direct answer to why the
trigger was pulled at that time.

But you attempted to do so; is that correct?

I did.

And she did mention that they had sex; is that
correct?

Yes.

Did she mention that it was forceful or that she
was 1in pain during that?

No.

You would have noted that if she had done so0?
Oh, absolutely.

And obviously it would have been on the report?
Quite honestly, if she had said it in that -- if

she had stated that it was forceful, I would have
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stopped the interview, taken her to the ER and had
a sexual trauma protocol done on her.

Q Do you recall if she mentioned anything about a
urinary tract infection at that particular point?

A No.

Q And so at the point where your interview is
completed, you didn't interview any further; is
that correct?

A That's correct.

Q And, again, you're trying to relay information to
other investigators; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. So once your finterview --

MR. DELGADO: Object, Your Honor, to the
leading, please.
MR. PAULING: Yes, I apologize.

BY MR. PAULING:

Q Did you have any further discussion with her?

A Not that I recall, no.

Q Did you have a clear understanding of what had
happened that morning after speaking with her?

A I had a better understanding.

Q Okay. You had a better understanding?

A I don't know that it was absolutely clear, but I

had a better understanding of what --
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A

You had a better understanding, but it wasn't quite
clear; is that correct?
That's correct.
MR. PAULING: Beg the Court's indulgence.
(Pause.)
MR. PAULING: Nothing further at this time,
Your Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Delgado?
MR. DELGADO: Thank you, sir.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. DELGADO:

Q
A

Mr. DeVors?

Yes, sir.

The same way I've asked Ms. DeVors when she was on
the stand, you, as a law enforcement officer, have
either annual or semi-annual training in all areas
of law enforcement, would that be fair?

I wouldn't say all areas, but we have specific
training in specific areas on an annual basis,
that's correct.

Okay. And part of that training for you, Rick
DeVors, involved criminal domestic violence;
correct, sir?

That's every law enforcement officer in the State

of South Carolina, correct.
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1 Q And there's a reason for that; isn't that right?

2 A The legislature must have felt so, yes.

3 Q Because the legislature wanted to cut down on the

4 number of homicides committed between partners as a
5 result of criminal -- I mean, of domestic

6 situations; isn't that right, sir?

7 A I can't speak to what their intent was, but.

8 Q As a matter of fact, sir, one of the courses that's
9 taught for law enforcement officers is called CDV,
10 and the acronym stands for criminal domestic

11 violence; correct?

12 A Yes, sir. That's the old statute.

13 Q Criminal domestic violence lethality; correct?

14 A Yes, sir.

15 Q That means they're saying we're having a seminar

16 for law enforcement to talk about criminal domestic
17 violence and how that can result in lethal

18 infliction on one of the parties; correct?

19 A Correct. We typically do video training every year
20 on domestic violence.
21 Q One of those courses, sir, that you took? (Hands
22 document to witness.)
23 A Yes, sir.
24 Q As a matter of fact, you took this course on
25 October the 30th, 20147
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Correct.

Less than two months before the incident that we're

talking about here, since that time; correct?
Yes.

The shooting took place on September the 11th,
2014; and on October 30th, 2014, you attend and
successfully completed, according to this, a
criminal domestic violence seminar called
Overcoming Obstacles; right?

Yes, sir, that's correct.

Mr. DeVors, let me -- interesting that you said
what you were trying to get was the who, what,
when, where, why. The who involved Robert Demary
and Gregg Pickrell; correct?

That's correct.

Where was at her home on Baynard Boykin Road?
Yes, sir.

The when relates to that morning, September the
11th?

Correct.

20147

Yes, sir.

The what was to determine, as you've said to our
jury, whether or not she was a suspect or she was

victim; right?

a
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That's correct, yes, sir.

And the why, sir, was what you're here for today;
correct? Right?

Yes, sir.

And that why, according to her statements in her
recorded interview with you, were things like: I
have come so close to death so many times.
Correct?

That was her statement, yes.

I couldn't leave my mother and the animals.
Correct?

Yes. Again, that was her statement.

I couldn't take the abuse anymore. I couldn't take
it anymore. Correct, sir?

Yes, I believe that was her statement.

Sir, the video that has been shown to our jury
shows Ms. Pickrell with long sleeves down to her
wrist; correct, sir?

Yes, sir, I believe so.

Up to her neck. Nothing plunging or revealing at
all?

That's correct.

Long pants; correct?

That is correct.

So if we're overcoming obstacles, all we have to do
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is roll up sleeves, pull up pants, take off a
shirt, and we're going to see what these
photographs show; right?

That was not my place to do that.

No, no, not you. But I'm saying if we're going to
overcome obstacles 1in our CDV training, that's all
we have to do; right?

That's not all we have to do, but that's part of
what we have to do, absolutely.

Yes, sir. And you -- in fact, your colleagues did
that on the 11th in the afternoon, with your ex
going to the hospital?

Correct.

And then on the 12th; correct, sir?

Yes, sir, I believe so.

Sir, I'm just going to show you one -- and this is
Defendant's Exhibit Number 5. I'm just going to
show you one that's up in the corner, 5G, all
right? You want to take a look at it real quick?
Yes, if you don't find.

Sure. Absolutely.

I'm not getting any younger.

This one right here.

5G?

Yes, sir.
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Yes, sir, I see it.

That would be to her right back area; correct?
Yes.

A11 right. Would you expect that bruise to -- I
think one of the words from the SLED agent the
other day was age, in other words, become more
pronounced in its visibility?

Typically, they do, yes.

As a matter of fact, sir, in this Defendant's
Exhibit Number 7 -- look at this picture right
here, A; okay?

Yes, sir.

And look at September the 12th at D; correct, sir?
Yes, sir.

What it's showing is the starting of what would
become a black eye; isn't that right?

It appears so, yes, sir.

You were told in that conversation with

Ms. Pickrell, I think her words were, Write this
name down. You remember she wanted to give to you
all information about individuals who had seen this
sort of thing previous to September the 11th;
correct?

Yes, sir.

Because we don't want to hide this anymore, do we?
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No, sir.

Q Either by rolling up the sleeve, bringing up the
pants, taking off the shirt, we want to identify
folks that had seen this sort of activity on her
before September the 11th; correct?

Yes.

Q And she gave you that individual's name. Do you
remember the name?

A I do not.

—
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>

Q If I told you the name was Randall Lamont Lee, you

11 remember that, sir?

12 A I don't remember it.

13 Q Okay. Okay. Do you know whether or not you or

14 anyone else has ever talked to Randall Lamont Lee
15 in this investigation?

16 A I did not.

17 Q Yes. Maybe Mr. Taylor would know more about that?
18 A Yes, sir. This -- quite honestly, this was the

19 extent of my involvement in this particular case.
20 Q Let me go back to overcoming obstacles. If an

21 individual wearing long sleeves, long pants, put on
22 a bandanna habitually, you think that might be able
23 to cover up some of the bruising we see here in 17
24 on the neck area? See what I'm saying?

25 MR. PAULING: Objection, Your Honor,
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1 speculation.

2 BY MR. DELGADO:

3 Q Would that cover up whatever had been on the neck,
4 Mr. DeVors?

5 MR. PAULING: Again, it's still speculation.

6 THE COURT: I am going to allow it.

7 THE WITNESS: A bandanna would cover that area
8 of the neck, yes.

9 BY MR. DELGADO:

10 Q If you wear sunglasses, like State's -- excuse me,
11 Defendant's Exhibit Number D, if you wore

12 sunglasses, maybe what's coming to the front would
13 be covered up and hidden away; right, sir?

14 A That would be possible, yes, sir.

15 MR. DELGADO: Mr. DeVors, I think that's all
16 the questions I have. Let me check my notes just
17 one second, please.

18 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

19 (Pause.)

20 BY MR. DELGADO:

21 Q Do you remember her saying to you -- let me go back
22 to the why business again, the who, the when, the
23 where, the what, and the why. Part of why she has
24 suffered this, she related to you, was she wanted
25 to keep things peaceful; correct, sir?
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Q And in your criminal domestic violence training,
what you and other law enforcement folks have been
taught is that victims want to go about and get
about and try to make it through an episode 1like
that; correct, sir?

A Yes. Every victim wants to survive.

Q They don't, and can't, and will not fight back
correct, sir?

MR. PAULING: Objection.

BY MR. DELGADO:

Q That's what they've learned? Isn't that what
you're taught in your training?

A I can't testify to that because that's not what I
was trained.

Q What were you trained? What were you trained, to

fight back?

It's based upon the circumstance.

Sure.

Every circumstance is not the same, sir.

o r o r

Right. And what you know generically 1is this
history of abuse that the General Assembly has
tried to stop is as a result of the number of
occurrences of lethal interspouse,

interrelationship homicides where at least one
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person's not fighting back; right?

A Again, I can't speak to the intent of the
legislature.

Q And she said to you she had been threatened so many
times and that he was beginning to act like a
gangster over the last month before September the
11th?

A I believe she did say that, yes, sir.

MR. DELGADO: Thank you, sir.
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. PAULING:
Q Now, Mr. DeVors, you didn't speak with anyone else

at that home; is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Inside -- when I say inside the home, where the
shooting occurred; is that correct?

A The only people I spoke to there were other Taw
enforcement officers.

Q But as it relates to Gregg Pickrell and Robert
Lamotte Demary, you weren't able to speak to him;
were you?

A No, sir, I was not.

Q Why was that?

A He was deceased.
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Q Now, were you aware at the time that you spoke with
Ms. Pickrell where he had been shot at that point?

A I was not.

Q Okay. So you weren't aware that he had been shot

in the back at that point?

A I was not.
Q Okay. Now, based on the information that she was
giving you -- and, again, are you -- you're getting

information and relaying information; 1is that
correct?
A Well, obviously, during the interview, we're just

gathering information.

Q Just gathering information?

A Yes, sir.

Q And so another investigator at maybe another
location --

MR. DELGADO: Objection to the leading.
MR. PAULING: 1I'11 rephrase.
BY MR. PAULING:
Q So while you're gathering information, are you
aware what the other investigators are doing?
A They're collecting evidence and gathering
information.
Q Had you received any information about where he had

been shot?
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Not during the --

At that point while you were doing the interview?
No, sir, I had not.

Had you had that information, would your questions
have been a 1ittle different?

Absolutely.

Now, as far as you were asked about a person
wearing sunglasses and long sleeves and jeans, and
that sort of thing. I mean, is that the only
reason a person may put on sunglasses?

No, sir.

Wear long sleeves?

No, sir.

Wear jeans?

No, sir.

Especially a person who works with horses?

It could be a myriad of reasons that people would
dress that way.

And you indicated that you were assisting in this
investigation; is that correct?

I'm sorry?

You were assisting with this investigation --
Yes, sir.

-- is that correct? And at that point, were you

making an ultimate determination of what had
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