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(WHEREUPON, no witnesses were called.)
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MR. HOLT: If it please the Court, Your Honor.
This is indictment number 2015-GS-21-883. The State of
South Carolina vs. Ravon Hamer. It's a four count
indictment, Judge. Each and every count is for burglary
in the first degree. The young man is represented by
Mr. Vick Meetze. I would love to tell you some of the
facts when it becomes time. And I also like to give you a
little bit of procedural background on this case to put on
the record. And I'll be happy to do either when you call
on me. And as well, Judge, I know that there are some
victims here that would like to be heard.

THE COURT: All right. Sir, if you'll raise
your right hand. You swear to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You are Ravon Dontay Hamer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You ever been treated for alcohol
abuse, drug abuse or mental illness?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: 8ir?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Within the last 24 hours, have you
taken any medication drugs or alcohol?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.
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THE COURT: You aware of any physical, emotional
or nervous problem that would prevent you or keep you from
understanding what's going on here today?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: The State indicates you're pleading
guilty to four counts of burglary first degree; is that
correct?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you looking
at a minimum of 15 years on each count?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did they change the maximum penalty
on this?

MR. MEETZE: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Still life, isn't it?

MR. MEETZE: It is.

THE COURT: Because you got 15 to 30 on here.

MR. HOLT: I apologize, Judge.

THE COURT: You understand the maximum penalty
on each of these counts is life imprisonment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. The State's indicated
they're making a recommendation here today and that
recommendation being what, Mr. Holt?

MR. HOLT: Judge, the recommendation is for 15
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these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. In addition, you
understand that these offenses for which you stand before
the Court today are considered under South Carolina law to
be most serious offenses. You understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that upon release
from the department of corrections if you are convicted by
plea or trial of another most serious offense and the
State is properly noticed of their intent to seek life
without parole, the Court would have no alternagive but to
give you life. You understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You still want to plead guilty these
to charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, when you plead guilty, you give
up certain important constitutional rights. You have a
right to a jury trial. I would tell the jury that you are
presumed innocent, but the State has to prove you guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt. You would have the right to
guestion witnesses against you. You would the right to
remain silent. And if you did, I tell the jury that they

could hold that against you. You would have the right to
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present a defense although you not required to do so. If
you made any incriminating statements, you have a right to
challenge the admissibility of those statements. Do you
understand those rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand when you plead
guilty you give up those rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeap.

THE COURT: Understanding your rights and
understanding that when you plead guilty you give them up,
how do you plead to each of these charges here today
guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: You represented by Mr. Meetze. You
satisfied with his representation?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: You not? Well, you talk to him
enough?

THE DEFENDANT: Yep.

THE COURT: Do you need any more time to talk to
him?

THE DEFENDANT: Nope.

THE COURT: You got any complaints about him?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: You indicated you not satisfied with
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his representation that got anything to do with you
entering this plea today?

THE DEFENDANT: It got a whole lot to do with
it.

THE COURT: Tell me about it?

THE DEFENDANT: First, it ain't suppose to be no
15 suppose to be ten and he say, he say.

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Holt.

MR. HOLT: I never said that, Judge. 1It's my
understanding before I inherited this case for a long time
the offer was burglary second violent ten. And the young
man who had been brought down several times to take that
offer for all four cases and each time he refused. After
I spent three months getting it ready, Mr. Meetze when I
told him I was bringing Mr. Hamer down, he ask me
again could he have that offer. And I said time for that
had come and gone, but that's before I got the case ready
and the best I could do at this time was 15.

THE COURT: You understand that, Mr. Hamer?

THE DEFENDANT: All that's a lie man.

THE COURT: Well, I'm telling you -- let me
explain this to you, Mr. Hamer. Mr. Holt here who's
prosecuting this, he doesn't have to offer you anything.
It appears on these sentence sheets that I'm lo5king at

let's see you got an offense that occurred -- allegedly
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occurred on February 28th 2014 burglary first, an offense
that apparently occurred on May 3rd of 2014, another
burglary first that allegedly occurred on May 3ch 2014,
as well an offense that allegedly occurred on May 22nd
2014. All of which are separate and distinct offenses.
Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Let me ask you something.

THE COURT: I'm going to let you talk in just a
minute. I'm trying to explain something to you first,
okay. Each of those offenses are separate and distinct.
What the State could do pick their best case try you on
burglary first. They get a conviction, they could ask for
life. 1If they don't -- say they do get a conviction and
you get 15 years, they could turn right back around and
try you on one of these others which is a most serious
offense and they notice you of their intent to seek life.
And at the end of that if you get convicted, I
wouldn't have -- me or no other judge would have
discretion. We have to give you life. You understand
that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, you may not necessarily
be happy with what Mr. Meetze is telling you, but he
didn't make the facts in these cases. Mr. Meetze is a

very fine lawyer. You don't have to like him or not,
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that's up to you. You understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I understand all that.

THE COURT: All right. Well, now I'll give
you -- you indicated you wanted to say something to me a
minute ago.

THE DEFENDANT: Man, them dates y'all just
called out, them wrong dates because I got my motion back
at Ridgeland saying something different.

THE COURT: Okay. And maybe they are:

THE DEFENDANT: They is. I didn't break in
nobody house in three times in one month.

THE COURT: Well, we fixing to find out. I'm
going to listen to the facts of these cases and either you
did or you didn't. I mean, you stand before this court
today indicating you want to plead guilty.

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: If you don't want plead guilty, you
don't have to plead guilty. We can set the case for day
certain come January and he can try his best case at that
point.

You be ready to go then, Mr. Holt?

MR. HOLT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: It's up to you. Nobody's forcing
you to plead guilty here today.

THE DEFENDANT: I never said that.
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THE

entirely up to you.

COURT: That's entirely up to you. That's

Now, do you want to go forward and

plead guilty here today or would you like to stand down

and we'll set the case for day certain trial come January?

That's up to you.

I think, I'll be here the last week of

January. They can try the case in front of me.

THE
THE
when you come
THE

THE

DEFENDANT :

What you sounding like that for?

COURT: So you'll know who you're getting

back.

DEFENDANT :

You saying that like what.

COURT: I'm just telling you the truth. I

will have good knowledge about the case. 1It's up to you

what you want to do, Mr. Hamer.

THE

DEFENDANT :

thing over with man.

THE

Let's go ahead and get this

COURT: Are you plead guilty here today

because you are guilty?

THE

THE

THE
guilty.

THE
question -- I

okay. Do you

THE

DEFENDANT :

COURT: Sir?

DEFENDANT :

I'm guilty man.

It's over with. I just said I'm

COURT: Okay. Now, let me ask you this

got some more questions I want to ask you,

need any more time to talk to your lawyer?

DEFENDANT :

Nope .
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THE COURT: All right. Has anyone promised you
anything or held out any hope of reward to get you to
plead guilty here today?

THE DEFENDANT: Naw (sic).

THE COURT: Has anyone used any threats, force,
pressure or intimidation to get you to plead?

THE DEFENDANT: Nope.

THE COURT: Has anyone mistreated you in anyway
whether it be law enforcement or the Solicitor's office?
Sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Nope.

THE COURT: All right. Have you had enough time
to make up your mind as to whether or not you want to
plead guilty or go trial on these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: I said I plead guilty.

THE COURT: That's not my question. I asked you
whether or not you've had enough time to make up your mind
as to whether or not you want to plead guilty or go to
trial?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. )

THE COURT: And what do you wish to do?

THE DEFENDANT: Pleading guilty.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty as to each
of these charges of your own freewill?

THE DEFENDANT: Yep.
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THE COURT: Have you understood my questions?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Holt.

MR. HOLT: Thank you very much, Judge.

February 22 of 2014 Ms. Tinesia Williams lives at [}
Broad Drive here in the City of Florence and the County of
Florence. And, Judge, she left home early that morning
around 8:30 and she returned home a little after seven.
She notice that her black PS3 and several other objects in
her home were missing or stolen. Judge, the defendant's
fingerprints were actually found at the scene. At that
time this was a who done it case. Several more months
while those fingerprints were getting evaluated and until
that time the defendant was free.

On May 3rd the fingerprints had still not come
back and Mr. David Easler who then lived with his then
wife and I believe I'm correct in saying that, but you'll
hear from her in just a second, lived at [Jj west
Florence Lake Drive, Judge. I just say 100 percent
certain on the facts for what they did that day, the
complainants left and they stated that sometime between
7:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. somebody burglarized their
residence. Judge, several thousand dollars worth of goods
were stolen handguns, a Rolex watch, television. A

T-shirt with human fecal matter was found outside the back
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door close to the point of egress, Judge. When that fecal
matter was tried for DNA, it came back matching the
defendant's.

Judge, on May 30th, 2014, Ms. Amelia Matthews at
- County Creek Drive, Effingham, South Carolina left
for work. And sometime between eight o'clock aﬁd 11:30
they came back home to notice that their house had also
been burglarized TV was missing. Somebody had cut their
hand on the -- taking the television down. When the blood
was sent for DNA, it came back as well to Mr. Ravon Hamer.

Judge, on February 28th 2014, Ms. Betnia M.
Thomas of - South Aiken Drive apartment l, Florence,
South Carolina. She left to go to work around 5:30. When
she came back the following morning, her 60-inch
television along with several other household items was
stolen, Judge. Police investigators looked for
fingerprints and sent those fingerprints off.

Now, Judge, by the time the initial crime SLED
had returned that paperwork, the defendant had éompleted
three crimes. Now, he's burglary first not because he
entered anyone's home with a gun, Judge, but because he
had two priors. I think the first prior just so I tell
you absolutely right. 1In 2008, he had a burglary second
degree which he got a YOA on. In 2013, he had a burglary

third degree. He got probation on. And then he was
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convicted again in between this, Judge, for another
burglary. And I think he got around six years nonviolent.
I'm not 100 percent sure on his latest conviction, but
he's got those burglaries on his record and because of
that these are all burglary first.

Now, procedurally, Judge, this case was, of
course, up in front another judge previous time and it was
a negotiated sentence of 15 years. At that time I think
several of the victims were not quite happy with that. I
don't see Mr. Easler here today, Judge. My office of
course contacted them and wanted them to be apart of this
and was not trying to hide this from anybody. We did not
maybe take enough time explaining to them difference
violent and nonviolent time when we made that
recommendation, but I know they would like to be heard and
I know somebody is here.

THE COURT: I'll hear from them in just a
minute. What was the date on the first set of facts you
gave me? What was the date on the first set of facts you
gave me?

MR. HOLT: February 28th of 2014. 1Is the
earliest ---

THE COURT: Mr. Hamer, I'll let you talk just in
a minute, okay.

THE DEFENDANT: I was talking to my lawyer.
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THE COURT: Well, if you need to step in the
back room, you can talk your lawyer, but while he's
talking, you need to be quiet.

(WHEREUPON, a break was taken.)

THE COURT: We're back on the record with
regards to Mr. Ravon Dontay Hamer. He indicated he wanted
to stand down and talk to his attorney in which I gave him
an opportunity to do so. We're back on the record.

Mr. Hamer, you had a chance to talk to your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you need any more time to talk to
him?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Now, you heard the facts as stated
by the prosecutor as it relates to each these of charges.
Did you hear those facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you agree with those facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Not all of it.

THE COURT: Well, let's back up. Mr. Holt, go
to the February 28th 2014 incident.

MR. HOLT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Tell me the facts on that again.

MR. HOLT: Judge, Ms. Betnia M. Thomas lived at

[ south Aiken Drive apartment [J in Florence. she
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stated she left for work around 7:30 and returnéd around
5:40. She stated when she went to open her door, she
realize the door was shaky. And once she pushed it, she
observed apart of the door frame had been kicked in. She
noticed her 60-inch television was missing along with two
remote controls. The television in her spare bedroom had
been unplugged and tampered with. It was a 50-inch TV,
Judge. She was in nursing school at the time. She stated
that she noticed fingerprints and she showed those to the
City of Florence Officer Goudy when he got there. He took
those fingerprints and then left. And then -- I don't
think they did much other investigations until the
fingerprints came back and then at that time Ashley
Anderson track down the defendant. ‘

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Hamer, you heard the
facts as it relates to that case. Do you agree with those
facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Ain't talking about that one
right there. 1I'm talking about the other one.

THE COURT: Well, there's three other ones. We
going to talk about them one at the time so we clear on
the record what you agree with and what you don't agree
with, okay. Do you agree with the facts of that case?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: Are you guilty that charge?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: And do you plead to this particular
burglary first of February 28th 20147

THE DEFENDANT: Oh, I'm guilty.

THE COURT: All right. I want to go through
them and I should have done this to start with go over the
next one which is May 3rd of 2014.

MR. HOLT: Yes, sir, Judge. And that's a county
case that was Mr. David Easler at [JJ West Florence Lake
Drive in the County of Florence. And his wife is one of
the victims who's here today, Judge. And in that
particular case, on the 4th at 9:30 p.m. Detective Brown
was dispatch to Cashua Drive in Florence in regards to a
burglary. Spoke to the complaint Mr. Easler and he stated
that on the night prior sometime between 7:30 and
9:30 p.m. someone burglarized his residence.

He stated that the back door had been forced
open and belongings were scattered all about his bedroom.
He stated that his Nikon D710 camera and lenses were
stolen as well as an engagement ring. Ms. Hook"who shared
a residence with him stated that her Rolex watch was
stolen that had been broken into. Mr. Easler stated that
about $200 in cash and two customs .45 caliber handguns
had also been stolen. They did not observe any damage to

the doors or the windows at that time, Judge.
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The police suspected that somebody who
previously lived in the apartment had a key floating
around. Mr. Easler got into an argue with his landlord
because they had not changed the locks from the last
person. But a shirt was found outside on the porch with
human matter on it, Judge. They were able to collect DNA
from the shirt that was not supposed to be here and a
bucket that look like it had been used. When they sent
the bucket and the shirt to SLED, several months later the
DNA came back to Mr. Hamer who's DNA was on file from a
previous burglary.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Hamer, with regards
to that particular burglary, you agree with those facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Not all of them.

THE COURT: You agree that you went in this
apartment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, but I ain't -- the door
was unlocked, door was unlocked and ain't no TV or none of
that came out of there.

THE COURT: Okay. Let me ask you this do you
agree you went in there? -

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I just told you I did.

THE COURT: All right. Do you agree that you
went in there without authorization?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, it was unlock door.
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THE COURT: Okay. All right. Next one.

MR. HOLT: Okay, Judge, this event occurring on
May 22nd 2014. And the first name here is Ms. Tinesia P.
williams [} Broad Drive, Florence, South Carolina.
Judge, officers with the City responded to a call of
burglary. Ms. Williams stated that she left around 6:50
in the morning and that her sister left around 8:30. When
she returned home at seven o'clock, they observed what
were pry marks around the dead bolt and the outside of the
door. The responding officer also noticed that wood
shattered around locks on the door. They say that
numerous items were taken from the residence a black
PlayStation 4 along with an IPhone 5 were taken from the
first floor in the living room. A PS3 and around 20 games
were taken from Ms. William's son bedroom upstairs. Wii
U, which is a type of Nintendo, Judge, a pair of Nike Air

Mission shoes, two computer laptops, cameras were also

stolen.
THE DEFENDANT: People lie to get that money.
THE COURT: Mr. Hamer, Mr. Hamer, I've already
asked you once not -- I'll give you every opportunity to
talk, okay.

THE DEFENDANT: All right.
THE COURT: I don't talk over you when you're

talking. Mr. Holt's not talking over you when you talk.
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You can show the same respect. If I have to call you down
again, I'm going to hold you in contempt of court and run
whatever sentence I impose consecutive to it. You
understand that? You not allowed to disrupt court
proceedings as they go forward. 1I'll hear from you in a
minute.

All right, Mr. Holt. Go ahead.

MR. HOLT: Judge, the IPhone 5 that was stolen
was in an OtterBox protective case when the victim left
the house that day. When they got home, the phone was
missing, but the OtterBox was still there. The OtterBox
actually contained a fingerprint. When fingerprint
returned, it returned as belonging to Mr. Hammer.

THE COURT: All right. With regard to that
burglary, Mr. Hamer, you heard the facts as stated by the
prosecutor; is that correct? Sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You agree with those facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: Are you guilty of that charge? Sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And how do you plead?

THE DEFENDANT: Plead guilty.

THE COURT: Okay, Mr. Holt.

MR. HOLT: Thank you very much, Judge. The
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fourth and final incident we're here today about happen
May 30th. Ms. Amelia Matthews was the victim. .She of
course lived at [J country Creek Drive in Effingham,
South Carolina. Officers responded to the home. Mr. Fray
stated that he and his wife stopped by to pick up some
items and noticed that the TV in the living room was
missing. They then noticed that a screw driver, a
flat-chisel type tool, had been used to gain entry to the
residence, that was left there. They also noted that a
55-inch television, a cooper money clip, a high school
class from 1959, a gold signet ring, a gold double knot
ring, an heirloom ring, a tea-color stone, diamond
solitaire pendant necklace, also a Px4 Storm Beretta,
which is a type of handgun was in a case that was there
that night it was stolen as well as some .40 caliber
ammunition.

THE COURT: All right. Is that it?

MR. HOLT: Judge, the pertinent facts, I guess,
about this case are that the defendant left actual blood
on the door handle from the chisel tool that he used to
gain entry into the home. That blood was collected and
the DNA within that blood came back to the defendant
Mr. Ravon Hamer.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Hamer, as it relates

to this particular charge, you heard those facts?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: You agree with those facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Yep.

THE COURT: Are you guilty of this chérge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yep.

THE COURT: And how do you plead?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: All right. I find that there is a
factual substantial basis for this defendant's plea as to
each of these charges. That his decision to plead guilty
as to each of these charges has been entered into freely,
voluntarily, knowingly and intelligently. He's had the
advice and counsel of an attorney with whom he may not
completely be satisfied with, but is not the basis of him
entering these pleas today. 1I'll accept his plea as to
each of these charges. Happy to hear from you,

Mr. Meetze.
MR. MEETZE: Your Honor, and I'll be happy to

talk now. You had indicated you wanted to hear from the

victims.

THE COURT: You're exactly right. I'm sorry.
Thank you.

Mr. Holt, which one of the victims is here?

MR. HOLT: Judge, Mr. Easler's ex-wife; is that
correct?
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MRS. EASLER: No, I'm his current wifé.

MR. HOLT: Current wife. 1I'm so sorry. You can
stand up and state your name.

THE COURT: Tell me your name please, ma'am?

MRS. EASLER: Deanna Easler.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Happy to hear from you,
Mrs. Easler.

MRS. EASLER: Well, I guess, basically we just,
you know, we left out for an evening for a weekend and
came home and just -- this was so deliberate. There was
no force entry. We had just move there. So we did
believe that he had a key somehow. But the, you know --
and I guess, anybody who is a victim of this type of crime
does feel very violated especially when you have your --
your things in safekeeping in a safe and that safe is
taken out of a secure place and physically pried open to
get it, you know, personal sentimental belongings. You
know, those things that were taken cannot -- will not be
replaced. And we just wanted to actually face the person
who has no regard for anybody else's personal being,
safety or anything else.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, ma'am.

MR. HOLT: And, Judge, just so everything's on
the record, even when it's against me. I think it would

be clear to say that her husband was not at all happy with
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the 15 year violent crime offer. I do want to make that
apart of the record, so that, Your Honor, is aware of
that.

THE COURT: All right. Does anyone else wish to
speak that was involved in this.

MR. HOLT: Judge, I believe she's the only one
that showed up today.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Okay. Mr.
Meetze, be happy to hear from you, sir.

MR. MEETZE: Thank you, Your Honor. May it
please the Court. Your Honor, I'll put on the éecord that
I been over with Mr. Hamer the charges that he's pleading
to today, all the collateral consequences of those
charges, the same as the court went over with him as he
did with the Court. He indicated to me that he understood
all of that with regards to the charges being violent with
him being no parole and falling under the 85 percent rule,
as well as them being most serious offenses and how that
pertains to two and three strikes law in this state. Your
Honor, he's been in jail since his arrest on these
charges, which is a total of 647 days. He was arrested
back on March the 2nd of 2015.

THE DEFENDANT: No, I was arrested in '14. I
got arrested August 12th 2014.

MR. MEETZE: Judge, we'll look into exactly
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that, but I got that he was arrested on these charges in
2015. But in any event, he's currently serving time on a
probation revocation from previous cases that Mr. Holt had
gone over in going over everything with regard to this
case. The case he is currently serving time on indictment
number are 2011-GS-17-0753 and 2012-GS-17-0324.

Judge, I've been over with Mr. Hamer -- like I
said, all the collateral consequence of his pleas. All
previous recommendations that were made in this case were
fully explained to Mr. Hamer prior to him making the
decisions that he's made in this case prior. I certainly
agree with his decision to enter his pleas in this matter.
We believe that the recommendation the State has made for
a 15 year sentence understanding that that's a -- there's
no chance at release short of having done 85 percent of
that and that he may have to do all of it just depending
on how things go with the department of corrections. I
believe that that is a substantial sentence, believe that
that is a sentence that does reflect the seriousness of
the crimes as an appropriate punishment in this matter.
And we certainly are asking for that consideration in this
case and that it run concurrently to the charges he is
currently serving and that he receive the credit for the
time that he's served.

THE COURT: How much time is he currently
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serving?

MR. MEETZE: Judge, I think, he ended up getting
like a four year revocation.

THE DEFENDANT: Four and half.

MR. MEETZE: Four and half. He had done a split
sentence. I think his original sentence was something
suspended to like a year or 18 months. And I think that
left with him four or four and a half left something along
those lines.

THE COURT: All right. Anything else, Mr.
Meetze?

MR. MEETZE: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay, Mr. Hamer, I'll be happy to
hear from you, sir.

THE DEFENDANT: I ain't got nothing to say.

THE COURT: Sir?

THE DEFENDANT: I ain't got nothing to say.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Meetze, what day did you
have him having been locked up?

MR. MEETZE: Judge, I have that he was arrested
on these charge March the 2nd of 2015. Now, I think he
was incarcerated prior to that on the probation.matter,
but as far as credit for these warrants, our records
indicate March 2nd of 2015. But he has been incarcerated

continuously since that time, that's 647 days.
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THE COURT: Okay. And what were you saying
about the date, Mr. Hamer?

THE DEFENDANT: I got arrested August the 12th.

THE COURT: August 12th?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

MR. MEETZE: Of 2014.

THE COURT: Of '14. Was that on your probation
matter or was on these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: I got caught out of state. I
was in North Carolina. They hold me over in North
Carolina.

THE COURT: On your probation matter?

THE DEFENDANT: Yep. Until Florence came and
got me.

THE COURT: Okay. When did they go and get you?

THE DEFENDANT: Florence didn't come get me
until March the 2nd. I sat in North Carolina six months.

THE COURT: Did you have any charges up there?

THE DEFENDANT: No. I was just out of state.

THE COURT: I mean, there typically some rules
in place that they can't detain you but so long.

THE DEFENDANT: We had got pull over. They ran
my name and they seen I had a warrant.

THE COURT: I understand that, but what I'm

getting at is another jurisdiction will not hold you over
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indefinitely. They want hold you -- you understand what
I'm saying?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah, I get what you éaying
though, but I ain't lying though.

AGENT BYRD: We have it noted in there on
February 1l1lth law enforcement contact that he was at the
Robeson county jail, verified subject was in jail on a
hold noted for Florence P.D. and they noted our office has
contact person once subject is extradited. No court date
scheduled at this time. Currently has six charges for
breaking into vehicles and damage to personal property.

THE COURT: In North Carolina?

AGENT BYRD: Yes.

MR. MEETZE: Judge, for the record, Agent Byrd
just did indicate that he's right about when he was locked
up in North Carolina. It was August the 12th aﬁd he was
released to Florence on March the 2nd, so it does appear
that it's quite possible that he would have been in their
on a hold for that period of time.

THE COURT: When did probation lodge its
detainer? You all entered it into NCIC?

AGENT BYRD: Without seeing the details, I'm not
sure that's what happened. The only reason they would
have notified us ---

THE COURT: Well, let me ask it this way then,
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when would you all warrant been issued on this probation
matter? Does it tell you that?
AGENT BYRD: We issued our warrant on
December 4th 2014 and it was served on the May 1lst 2015.
THE COURT: December 4th 20147
AGENT BYRD: Yes, sir. December 9th 2014.
THE COURT: That's when the warrant was issued.
AGENT BYRD: Yes, sir, and served on May the 1lst

2015.

THE COURT: But he was brought back here March
2nd of 2015.

AGENT BYRD: We have Form 9 sign by Judge Russo
June 26, 2015, revoke five years.

THE COURT: Okay. And, Mr. Hamer, you said you
were arrested in North Carolina when what day?

THE DEFENDANT: August the 12th.

THE COURT: August the 12th?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: When was your warrant issued
December the 9th is that what you told me?

AGENT BYRD: December the 9th is the issued
date.

THE COURT: When were you all notified that he
was detained in North Carolina?

AGENT BYRD: Looks like September 29th 2014.
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Agent Anderson was notified by his mother on a home visit.

THE COURT: September 29th?

AGENT BYRD: September 29th. So our warrant was
issued after he was somewhere else, so it probably was not
in NCIC until they said we won't hold him unless he's in
NCIC. But he was already there on their charges.

THE COURT: Your charges in North Carolina they
been disposed of?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: They been dealt with?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, had a failure to stop
for a blue light and possession of burglary tool. They
gave me time serve.

THE COURT: Okay. I'm just curious when was he
placed on probation with you all on those charges?

AGENT BYRD: August the 24th 2013.

THE COURT: August what?

AGENT BYRD: 24th. It's a split sentence when
he started his supervision was.

THE COURT: August 24th. Mr. Meetze, you said
he was brought back here March 2nd?

MR. MEETZE: That's correct. i

THE COURT: All right, on 2015-GS-21-00883 as it
relates to each of these charges, the defendant is hereby

committed to the state department of corrections for a
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period of 20 years, given credit for 647 days. They are
to run concurrent as to all the pleas entered this day and
also to run concurrent with 2011-GS-17-0753 and
2012-GS-17-0324. Thank you.

MR. MEETZE: Thank you, Judge.

MR. HOLT: Thank you, Judge.

END OF REQUESTED TRANSCRIPT
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

COUNTY OF FLORENCE )

I, Keshia Reed, Court Reporter in and for the
State of South Carolina At Large, do hereby certify that
the above-entitled cause was heard as hereinafter set out;
that I was authorized to and did transcribe the said
proceedings; and that the foregoing and annexed paged,
numbered 1 through 33, inclusive, constitute a true and
accurate transcription of my stenographic report of the
said cause taken during the said hearing. 1In the Court of
General Sessions for Florence County, South Carolina, on
the 7th day of December, 2016.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,
counsel nor interest to any party hereto. 1In witness
whereof, I have hereunto affixed my signature this 28th

day of February 2018.

Keshia Reed, Court Reporter
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concise form the answers to each applicable question. If necessary, applicant may furnish his answer to a
particular question on the reverse side of the page or on an additional page. Applicant shall make clear to
which question any such continued answer refers.

Since every application must be sworn under oath, any false statement of a material fact therein

may serve as the basis of prosecution and conviction for perjury. Applicants should, therefore, exercise
care to assure that all answers are true and correct.

If the application is taken in forma pauperis, it shall include an affidavit (attached at the back of

the form) setting forth information which establishes that applicant will be unable to pay the fees and costs

of the proceedings. When the application is completed, the original shall be mailed to the Clerk of Court
for the County in which the applicant was convicted.
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2
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sentence was imposed:
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The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence:
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Did you appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence?
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ii.
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(b)

i

iii.
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(d)

i

ii.
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the name of each Court to which you appealed:

the result in each such Court to which you appealed:

l

the date of each such result:
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————p

if known, citations of any written opinion or orders entered pursuant to such
results:
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14,

15.

16.

17.

F

iv.
(d) the date of each such disposition:
i.
ii.

iii.

EEEF

iv.

(e)  if known, citations of any written opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such
disposition:

i.

ii.

iii.

BEEFF

iv.
Has any ground set forth in (10) been previously presented to this or any other Court,
State or Federal, in any petition, motion or application which you have filed?

LY
If you answered “yes” to (14) identify:
(@)  which grounds have been presented:

i WA

(b)  the proceedings in which each ground was raised:

TP\
AV
i, 49\

If any ground set forth in (10) has not previously been presented to any Court, State or
Federal, set forth the ground and state concisely the reasons why such ground has not

previously been presented: . Q 96 ;‘ AT’ "t‘NT
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Were you represented by an attorney at any time during the course of:
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20.

(a)  your arraignment and plea? _4_6_3_

(b)  your trial, if any? _&‘A
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(d)  your appeal, if any, from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of
sentence? _UM«_

(¢)  preparation, presentation or consideration of any petitions, motions or applications
with respect to this conviction, which you filed? _\)_\A_

If you answered “yes” to one or more parts of (17), list: '
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State clearly the relief you Izk in filing this application:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) VERIFICATION
)

County of Florence.

I,RDH , being duly sworn upon my oath, depose and say that I have subscribed to the foregoing
application; that I know the contents thereof; that it includes every ground known to me for
vacating, setting aside or correcting the conviction and sentence attacked in this application; and

that the matters and allegations therein set forth are true.

_Poaonidyng

+
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Notary Public
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APPLICATION TO PROCEED WITHOUT PAYMENT
OF COSTS AND AFFIDAVIT
IN SUPPORT THEREOF

L Y\DH , hereby apply for leave to proceed in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or
security therefor. In support of my application I declare under penalty of perjury that the

following facts are true:

(1)  Iam the applicant in this action and I believe I am entitled to redress.

(2)  Because of my poverty I am unable to pay the costs of said proceeding or give

security thereof.

Applicant

SWORN or affigmed to a