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MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2019

MR. COOPER: Randy Chestnut.

Your Honor, before the Court is Mr. Randy D.
Chestnut, Indictment 2019GS0500024, an indictment which has
been true billed by the Bamberg County Grand Jury for
burglary in the first degree. Your Honor, this is a case
that we plan on picking a jury for and beginning a trial on
in the morning; however, before we do that, there is
something that I would Tike to put on the record and we
would also be holding a Denno hearing for a statement made
by the defendant that we plan on putting into evidence.

THE COURT: A11 right.

MR. COOPER: The first thing I'd Tike to put on the
record, Your Honor, is that Mr. Chestnut was served with a
notice of intent to seek Tife without parole on March 5th,
2019 by our tinvestigator, Mr. Kenny Bamberg. His attorney
was also served with the notice of intent to seek 1ife
without parole.

During the discussions and preparing for this trial
and this case, Mr. Hayes and I have gone back and forth on
what a possible plea resolution would be. And we came down
to our final offer being a 15 year negotiated sentence for
burglary first degree to be followed by a consecutive 2
year sentence under the repeat offender statute, which is

SC Code 16-1-120.
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It is our understanding that Mr. Chestnut is
refusing to accept that offer.

THE COURT: Wait a minute, an offer of 15 years and
then a consecutive two years on another charge?

MR. COOPER: No, sir, it's a, the SC Repeat
Offender Statute. He has committed this offense within 270
days of his release from prison on his armed robbery
conviction,

THE COURT: Wait a minute. I'm not aware of that
statute. Okay.

MR. COOPER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You familiar with it?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir, it's a statute that staggers
a consecutive penalty for a felon to have been convicted of
a Class A felony and then commit another felony within X
amount of days of being released from prison.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. COOPER: And his falls in the section of that
statute which would be --

THE COURT: So that would be 17 years.

MR. COOPER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al11 right.

MR. COOPER: 1It's our understanding he has refused
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that offer and I have informed Mr. Hayes that we are
revoking the plea offer once we begin the Denno hearing.

THE COURT: And that hearing is for the purpose of
what?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, it's --

THE COURT: Jackson v Denno or whatever the name of
the case is, what that's about and the admissibility of
some statement he made --

MR. COOPER: The voluntariness of a confession he
gave to Lieutenant Quan Linder.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. COOPER: 1It's not a recorded statement so
should be --

THE COURT: 1It's not?

MR. COOPER: No, sir.

THE COURT: It's just what he says he said?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right.

MR. COOPER: So at this time, Mr. Michael Emmer
will --

THE COURT: Well, let's see --

Mr. Chestnut, I'm looking at you, Randy D.
Chestnut; is that your name?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. You can just stay seated.
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Okay. Now, did you hear what the solicitor just
said?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: Okay. So as I understand it they've
made you this offer that they would recommend to me, ask me
to impose a sentence of what amounts to 17 years; 15 on one
and 2 on another situation for a total of 17 years that I
would sentence you to if I went along with this as far as
this is concerned. And they say they're making you this
offer now and that if you refuse it and we get started with
this hearing about whether or not your confession would be
admissible in a trial, this offer goes away.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: They're not going to make you that
offer anymore.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I understand.

THE COURT: Okay. So you need any time now to talk
with your Tawyers about this anymore?

THE DEFENDANT: No, sir.

THE COURT: What do you want to do?

THE DEFENDANT: I'11 go to trial, sir.

THE COURT: Al1 right.

JACKSON V DENNO HEARING
THE COURT: Solicitor, call your first witness.

MR. EMMER: Thank you, Your Honor. Your Honor, at
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Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

this time we' 11 start the Jackson v Denno hearing. The
State 1is going to call Lieutenant Quan Linder with the
Denmark Police Department.
LAQUANA LINDER, was duly sworn
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. EMMER:

Q Lieutenant Linder, how are you today?

A I'm fine. How are you?

Q Good. Could you do us a favor and please spell

your first and last name for the record?

A First name, L-A-Q-U-A-N-A, Tast name, L-I-N-D-E-R.
Q And Lieutenant Linder, what do you do for a 1iving?
A I'm a police officer with the Denmark Police
Department.

Q And how long have you been there?

A Nine years.

Q What was your previous law enforcement experience?
A I started out in Denmark in 2001, went to the

Orangeburg County Sheriff's Department, Rock Hill Police
Department, St. George Police Department and came back to

Denmark Police Department.

Q And you're a lieutenant now with the Denmark Police
Department?
A That's correct.

THE COURT: When did you start?
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10
Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

THE WITNESS: 2001.
THE COURT: 2001. So you've been in law
enforcement 18 years?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR. EMMER:
Q As a lieutenant, what are your current duties?
A I investigate any incident reports that come

through the police department. I also respond to calls for

myself, calls for service within the city Timits of

Denmark.

Q Do you investigate cases as well?

A Yes, sir.

Q And were you employed in that capacity on December
6 of 2018?

A Yes, sir, I was,

Q And how were you brought into this case?

A I actually received a call through dispatch to
respond to _, which is in the city limits of
Denmark.

THE COURT: [N

THE WITNESS: (-
THE courT: IR~

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR. EMMER:

Q And did you begin an investigation on that case?
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11
Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

Yes, sir.
What kind of case was it?
It was a burglary case.

And how did you proceed with your investigation?

r oo r o @ r

The owners of the residence, they had some footage
that they showed to me. I pretty much just started asking
around, just checking into a few other things to see if I
could identify the person that I saw on the video.

Q So you had video footage of this?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you ever formulate a suspect?

A No, sir.

Q Okay. Did you have an opportunity to speak with
the defendant in this case?

A Yes, sir,

Q A1l right. Did you speak with him prior to being
in custody?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he give you a statement regarding the burglary

you were investigating that happened at that incident

location?

A Yes, sir.

Q When was that statement made?

A December 19th, 2018, around 10:15 that morning.
Q Okay. Did you question him or did he just
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12
Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

volunteer that information?

A He volunteered the information.

Q And do you remember who was present during that
questioning, or well, that information being relaid to you?
A Myself, Mr. Chestnut, and behind Mr. Chestnut,
sitting down, was another gentleman, but I don't know his
name.

THE COURT: Well, let's back up and, I want to get
a complete picture of what happened and everything. So
you're talking about the morning of the 19th of December,
as I understand it.

THE WITNESS: That's correct.

THE COURT: Where were you?

THE WITNESS: I was in my patrol car.

THE COURT: And what happened? Just start -- tell
me what happened.

THE WITNESS: I was doing routine patrol and I went
over to the Denmark grocery store. I pretty much was
pulling up to speak with the gentlemen as I normally do
when I'm on patrol.

THE COURT: Who were you going to speak to?

THE WITNESS: Just the guys that sit out there.
There's different guys that sit there pretty much every
day.

THE COURT: Okay.
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13
Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

13

THE WITNESS: When I pulled up, Mr. Chestnut was
there and he turned around and he told me, said, Hey, my
sister told me you needed to talk to me.

And I said, Yes, I do. When you're ready, come
holler at me.

He said okay.

And then he proceeded to tell me about the
burglary.

THE COURT: Was he just standing out on the
sidewalk, or...

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: He was standing out there on the
sidewalk, you were in your car? Or did you get out or
what?

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I was sitting in my car.

THE COURT: You were sitting in your car, He's
right outside the window where you're sitting in your car?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Window down?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And then he just started talking to
you?

THE WITNESS: He just started talking to me, yes,
sir.

THE COURT: What did he say?
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Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer B

THE WITNESS: Well, you want me to --

THE COURT: Solicitor, do you want to ask her
anything else?

MR. EMMER: Yes, sir.
BY MR. EMMER:
Q How did you -- how would his sister have known
about the burglary?
A There was the footage that was caught on the
victim's camera; they actually put it on the news.
Q Okay. And then what happened from there? She gets
this video?
A She saw it, she speaks with the chief of North. He

made contact with me. And then he gave me her number and I
ended up going down to speak with her.

Q Okay. When you made contact with Mr. Chestnut or
rather he made contact with you, to your knowledge was he
under the influence of alcohol or drugs at that time.

A To my knowledge, he wasn't.

Q Did he have any physical or mental disability that

would have impaired his ability to understand what he was

doing?

A To my knowledge, no, sir.

Q Did you ever say anything to him?

A Just speaking that when he said that his sister

said that I needed to talk to him. And I told him yes, I




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

15
Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

15

did and when he was ready to come holler at me.

Q And once you said that, what did he say?

A He stated, okay. Then he started saying, Those
people did me wrong. They think they can just take my
stuff and not pay me for it. Mr. Chestnut then stated --
went onto state that he knew they had been going around
showing a video and people were saying it was him. Mr.
Chestnut stated that he had been asking the husband and
telling him that he needed his money. Mr. Chestnut stated,
so he went and took what was his. He stated that they had
cameras up and he started to take --

THE WITNESS: There's a profanity word, Judge. May
I use it?

THE COURT: Yeah.

THE WITNESS: Okay. He said he knew they had
cameras up and he started to take them shits too. He
stated he wasn't working so he couldn't just let them not
pay him because they owed him approximately $3,000.
Chestnut stated that the people were on pills and all and
he just wanted his money. Chestnut stated one day the
man's wife sick their dog on him when he was asking them
for his money.

Mr. Chestnut stated that -- one second.

Okay. Mr. Chestnut stated that had the dog bit

him, that he actually, the young lady, which is
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Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer

Ms. Jeffcoat, was actually getting bags -- she had just
gotten home and was getting bags out of her car. He stated
that a Denmark officer, which was a black guy who was
sitting at the flea market eating a salad. He went and
told him, but the officer didn't do anything, but told him
that other people had been complaining about the people's
dogs.

Mr. Chestnut stated they just talked a lot of shit
to him, to include calling him a nigger and just was very
nasty to him. He stated there wasn't -- they wasn't going
to pay him his money -- if they wasn't going the pay him
his money, they shouldn't have never got his shit.

Chestnut stated the husband offered him to fuck his
wife and he told them that he didn't want his nasty ass
wife. He wanted his money.

Chestnut stated that he wasn't the only one that
they had called a nigger and had their dogs chase or bite.

Mr. Chestnut also stated that the husband pulled a
gun on him one day and at the end, Mr. Chestnut stated to
me that he wasn't going to do any running. If something
came about what he did for me to just get in contact with
his sister or mother and he would come and turn hisself in.

Mr. Chestnut advised me that she wasn't going to
have -- that I wasn't going to have anymore trouble out of

him and that he was you just going to leave the people




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

Laquana Linder - Direct Exam ation by Mr. Emmer i
alone, although he was out of a 1ot of money.
BY MR. EMMER:
Q He wasn't under arrest when he made that statement
to you?
A No, sir.
Q He wasn't detained?
A No, sir.
Q You didn't threaten or promise him anything?
A No, sir.
Q Now, usually when somebody gives you a statement,

you give them Miranda; correct?
A That's correct.

Q Did you do so in this incident?

A No, sir.

Q No? And why not?

A Pretty much I wasn't expecting him to be there and

I wasn't questioning him.

Q Because he just walked up on you and started
talking or...

A That's correct.

Q Now, also usually when you take a statement, you've

usually got the body cam on; correct?
A That's correct.
Q Why wasn't it on this time?

A Pretty much the same. I wasn't expecting to see
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

him there at the store and I was just doing my routine

patrol.

Q Is Cedar Avenue also known as Cedar Street?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. No further questions. Please answer any

questions the defense may have.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. HAYES:

Q Lieutenant Linder, you're on patrol, do you have
any kind of cameras in your vehicle?
A No, sir, I don't.

THE COURT: Any kind of what? Cameras?

MR. HAYES: Camera.

THE WITNESS: No, sir, I don't.

BY MR. HAYES:

Q Video?

A No, sir.

Q Do you have a body worn camera?

A Yes, sir, I do.

Q Do you not have it on the whole time you're on
patrol?

A No, sir.

Q Why would -- what was the reason for going by the

Denmark grocers?

A That's -- I was doing routine patrol and I normally
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

19

go through by the grocery store and when I do see the guys
out there, I stop and speak to them and talk to them for a
few minutes and then I'11 continue on.

Q Okay. Can I ask why? Is there a particular reason
you're stopping to talk to them?

A No, pretty much I'm familiar with a Tot of the
citizens in Denmark, so when I see them, if I do have the
time, I will stop and speak to them for a few minutes. And
that particular grocer, sometime the guys, some of the guys
that hang out there, they actually drink alcohol, so I try
to come through as much as possible so I can stop that.

Q So you tell them to disperse or what happens?

A If I do catch them with alcohol, I'11 get them to
pour it out.

Q Okay. When Mr. Chestnut came up to you, could you
have turned on your body camera at that time?

A I could have.

Q How -- you said you spoke with his sister. How did
you end up speaking with Mr. Chestnut's sister if there was
no suspects.

A The chief of North Police Department, Chief Lin
Shirer, he actually made contact with me.

Q What happened with that?

A When he contacted me, he informed me that there was

a video that was being shown on the news in reference to a
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20
Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

burglary to a resident that we had in the city Timits of
Denmark and that some of the people were saying this
gentleman, his sister actually worked for him,

Q Okay. So as a result of that you went and
interviewed Mr. Chestnut's sister?

A I wouldn't say I interviewed, I just actually went
to talk with her, just to see what she could tell me...

Q And as a result of that interview, did that change
your pool of suspects?

A Not at the time. It changed pretty much the next
day when I made contact with Mr. Chestnut and he admitted
it to me.

Q So this, the meeting with the sister would have
been on the 18th?

A Sounds about right. The day I talked to her, I

know the next day I saw Mr. Chestnut and that's when we

spoke.

Q Prior to this, did you have any meetings with Mr.
Chestnut?

A No, sir.

Q Did you know Mr. Chestnut?

A Yes, sir.

Q How did you know Mr. Chestnut?

A Just by, the apartment complex where his mother

stay, I went to a call there and there were other people
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

that 1ive out there and after I completed the call we were
just out there talking and that's when I found out who he
was. And then after that would see him we would both wave
at each other and pretty much that's it.
Q When was that? When did you meet him?
A I'm not sure.

THE COURT: About how long before this?

THE WITNESS: Maybe two or three months earlier,

THE COURT: Two or three months earlier.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Before that you didn't know anything
about him?

THE WITNESS: Pretty much knowing who he was; no,
sir, that's it.

THE COURT: You did know who he was?

THE WITNESS: I did know who he was.
BY MR. HAYES:

Q Did you tell Mr. Chestnut's sister that you wanted
to talk to him?
A I told her if she spoke to him, but she say they
didn't hardly speak, just to tell him I wanted to talk to
him.

THE COURT: Can I interrupt a second?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The sister sent word she wanted to talk
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

with you; is that right?

THE WITNESS: No, sir, actually the chief contacted
me and then after I spoke with him I called him back and
asked him could he ask the sister could she talk with me.
And so he gave me her number and he said he thought she
would, but gave me her number and I made contact with her
and she said she would.

THE COURT: And so you did talk with her?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And what did she tell you?

THE WITNESS: Pretty much she told me, Tooking at
the video she couldn't say that that was her brother and
that was pretty much it.

THE COURT: She couldn't say that it was her
brother,

THE WITNESS: Correct.

THE COURT: Okay.

BY MR. HAYES:

Q Did you know that other people were saying that it
was Randy Chestnut? Is that why you went to North?

A No, sir.

Q A1l right. Did you know that there was other
people saying it was Randy Chestnut?

A I've been hearing that other people said it was.

Q So you know that. Was that the basis for going to
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes -
North?
A No, sir.
Q What was the basis for going to North then?
A Because the chief of police, Mr., Chief Lin Shirer
made contact with me in reference to the video and saying
that Mr. Chestnut's sister worked there.
Q Did you consider Mr. Chestnut a suspect prior to
talking to his sister?
A No, sir.

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.

BY MR. HAYES:
Q Lieutenant Linder on December 6 when you responded
to the incident location, isn't it true you that the
homeowner told you that they were told it was Randy
Chestnut?
A Not that I recall.
Q When was the first time that you heard the name
Randy Chestnut in connection with this?
A After I responded to -- that I can recall, after I

responded to the call the day of the, when the burglary was

reported.
Q Okay. Tell me how did Mr. Chestnut's name come up?
A Pretty much Ms. Jeffcoat made contact with me and

stated that they had been showing the video and that people

were telling her that's who it was.
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes
Q Were any of these people found or questioned?
A No, sir. One -- a few gentleman her husband spoke

with and she spoke with, they didn't know their names, but
they would kind of recognize them when they see them. And
so pretty much what I told her, when they made contact with
them, find out their names and where I could find them, Tlet
them know I needed to talk with to them if that's what they
were saying.

Q Did -- did the Jeffcoats indicate to you at any
time that they knew Mr. Chestnut or had a connection with
Mr. Chestnut?

No, sir.

Both?

Both.

Did not know?

No.

Did not have a connection?

No, sir.

o o0 r o r p

And about two weeks Tater 1is when you came across
Mr. Chestnut at the grocery store? December 6th to
December 19th?

A Yes.

Q And he just walked up to you and started telling
you that he took this stuff?

A Yes, sir.
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes
Q He say exactly what?
A No, he just said he went in and took what was his.
Q Well, when he was referring to the individuals, did

he ever state the Jeffcoats?

A No, sir.

Q What was he -- what did he say exactly?

A He said those people.

Q Those people?

A Those people.

Q Did you have any evidence to support what you're

alleging was said and that he was owed money?
A Can you repeat the question.
Q Did you have any evidence to support that he was

owed any money?

A No, sir.

Q Or there was any kind of connection prior to this
burglary?

A No, sir.

THE COURT: Wait a minute, if I could.

Have you since learned anything about any
connection he may have had with them? Working for them?
Doing anything for them since he told this.

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

THE COURT: You haven't talked with the Jeffcoats

or anything about that?
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

THE WITNESS: I have.

THE COURT: Well what --

THE WITNESS: They pretty much still saying that
they're not familiar with him.

BY MR. HAYES:

Q When you say they, are you talking about each

individual? Are you talking about Mr. Jeffcoat?

A Mr. Jeffcoat and Ms. Jeffcoat.

Q And that has been since the arrest?

A Yes, sir.

Q When did you obtain the warrant for Mr. Chestnut?
A The warrant was signed on January 22nd of this
year,

Q Why such a gap in the time of this confession to
January?

A Having other cases being worked on; getting with

the solicitor's; and that's pretty much it. Looking into a
few other things just to make sure I Tooked into everything
I could Took into.

Q What else did you look into?

A Seeing if there was someone that would come forward
and could actually identify him on the video. I submitted
a latent print from the day I responded to the call. I
also submitted a Targe jar from another burglary, not the

one I worked, but -- yeah.
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes Y
Q So this wasn't the first time this house had been
burglarized?
A No, sir.
Q Was anybody arrested in connection with that one?
A No, sir.
Q This was before this burglary?
A Yes, sir.
Q Do you know the date?
A No, sir.

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.
(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

BY MR. HAYES:

Q When you were in your car, did you tell him he

could not Teave at any time?

A No, sir.

Q Did you call him over to you?

A No, sir.

Q The only thing that you asked him was to come

holler at me or yeah I do, in response to his question?
That's correct.

How long was this encounter?

I'm not sure.

Five minutes? Less than five minutes? More?

I wasn't keeping track of the time.

o0 r o r o PF

At any time did you ask if he was referring to the
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Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

Jeffcoats and clarify what burglary he's talking about?
No, sir.

Any time did he mention their name?

No, sir.

Did you ask any questions while this was going on?
No, sir.

When it was done, what did you do?

Pulled off.

What did Mr. Chestnut do?

He stayed where he was standing.

o r o0 r o0 r p o r 0 r

And you --
THE COURT: How many other people were there with
him? Do you know?
A I wouldn't necessarily say with him. There was a
gentleman sitting against the wall.

THE COURT: One other person?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You know who that was.

THE WITNESS: I know him if I see him. I don't
know his name.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.
BY MR. HAYES:

Q Earlier you said individuals that are sitting out
there drinking you would go pour out a drink. Did you see

any alcohol on this day?
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Laquana Linder - Redirect Examination by Mr. Emmer

A No, sir.
Q Did the gentleman that was sitting behind have
anything to drink?

No, sir.

Could you smell alcohol on Mr. Chestnut?

A
Q
A No, sir.
Q How close were y'all?
A About two or three feet.
Q So if he'd been drinking you would have been able
to smell it?
A Yes, sir.
MR. HAYES: Judge, I have no more questions.
THE COURT: Anything else from anyone else?
MR. EMMER: Your Honor, just briefly.
THE COURT: A1l right.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. EMMER:

Q Lieutenant Linder, can you just explain a little
further how you knew that Randy, Mr. Chestnut was talking
about the burglary of the Jeffcoat house?
A He talked about the dogs and --

THE COURT: Did they have a dog.

THE WITNESS: Yes, they have more than one dog,
yes, sir.

BY MR. EMMER:
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Laquana Linder - Redirect Examination by Mr. Emmer

Q Did he also mention that there were video cameras
at this house?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, at this point when you talked to him, that
camera footage, where is it? Is it on the news?

A Yes, it had already been on the news.

Q Okay. And you said that you got a call from the

chief in North?

A That's correct.

Q Okay. You went there to talk with him --

A Well, I just spoke with the chief of North on the
phone.

Q Okay.

A And then I called him back, asking him would the

young lady that he said that worked with him, did he think
she would talk to me.

Q Okay.

A And he said he believed she would and he would send
me her number and I can actually call and talk to her.

Q And based on the conversation you had with her, you
got an arrest warrant for Mr. Chestnut?

A No. Pretty much I just told her when and if she
spoke with her brother just to tell him that I wanted to
talk to him.

Q Okay. What else did he mention when he was on




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

31
Randy Chestnut - Direct Examination by Mr. Hayes

scene that made you think this was the Jeffcoat burglary?
A When he was saying about the cameras and when he
mentioned about the dog.

Q He's also mentioned that there's a wife, a husband

and wife relationship; is that correct?

A Somewhat, yes.
Q And he also comes and approaches you saying that
his sister told you that he wanted you -- you wanted to

talk to him, correct?
A Yes.
Q And you knew his sister was in North, the North

Police Department?

A Correct.

Q And what burglary had you talked to her about?
A The December 6th burglary.

Q This one?

A Yes.

THE COURT: Anything else from the State?
MR. EMMER: No, sir.
THE COURT: Anything you want to put up?
MR. HAYES: Judge, we would call Mr. Chestnut.
THE COURT: Come on up, Mr. Chestnut.

RANDY CHESTNUT, was duly sworn.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. HAYES:
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Randy Chestnut - Direct Examination by Mr. Hayes
Q Mr. Chestnut, say and spell your name for the
record?
A Randy Chestnut, R-A-N-D-Y, C-H-E-S-T-N-U-T.

THE COURT: Keep your voice up real good sir, so
that I can hear you. Talk so that lady sitting in the back
can hear you.

THE WITNESS: Randy Chestnut, R-A-N-D-Y,
C-H-E-S-T-N-U-T.

THE COURT: Good.

BY MR. HAYES:

Q That's better.
Mr. Chestnut, do you recall this conversation that

Lieutenant Linder has spoken about today?

A No, sir.

Q Did you ever have a conversation with Lieutenant
Linder?

A No, sir.

Q Had you ever had any other contact with Lieutenant
Linder?

A No, sir.

Q Do you -- did you ever recall meeting Lieutenant
Linder?

A I seen her one time.

Q What do you mean?

A I seen her around, just riding around.
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Randy Chestnut - Direct Examination by Mr. Hayes
Q A1l right. What was the circumstances on that?
A Just being out and about and seeing her ride by.
Q Okay. Did you ever see the video that Lieutenant

Linder was, mentioned?

A Yes, sir,

Q Were you aware that she was looking for you?

A No, sir.

Q Did you ever talk to your sister about Lieutenant
Linder?

A No, sir,

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

MR. HAYES: Judge, I have no more questions at this
time.

THE COURT: Any questions you want to ask him?

MR. EMMER: Nothing, Your Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you very much. You may return to
your place in the courtroom.

Anything else from the defendant?

MR. HAYES: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any 1in reply?

MR. EMMER: No, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right. Well, I'm going take a
short break in regard to ruling in regard to this. So I'm

going to go back here for a few minutes and we'll be back,
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I'11 be back.

(A brief recess was observed.)

THE COURT: A11 right. Anything from either side
before I make my ruling?

Solicitor, you want to say anything.

MR. EMMER: Your Honor, just briefly just to site
the Taw and what we're here to determine is the
voluntariness of the statement. Jackson v Denno
essentially Tays out two factors to determine whether you
need to determine voluntariness, those being custody and
interrogation. Your Honor, in this case, Mr. Chestnut
walks up to Quan. He's not in custody. He then proceeds
to talk to her. I think she said all but five words to
him, not even in a question format. There is no
interrogation. Interrogation is synonymous with
questioning and there was no questioning from Ms. Linder.

Your Honor, therefore, I feel 1ike we don't even
make it to the voluntariness question and the factors that
the Courts have since laid out to decide whether it's
voluntary or not. It's just by default.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much.

Anything y'all would like to say?

MR. HAYES: Judge, I think it comes down to a
credibility issue. The officer does not have a camera on.

It is not recorded. She admits that she could have cut the
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camera on during this conversation. She couldn't nail down
exactly how long this conversation took place, but
obviously, it took some time because there was quite a bit
that was said in that conversation. And my client also
denies the conversation even happened.

THE COURT: A1l right. Well, is there anything
else y'all want to say about whether it would be admissible
or not?

MR. HAYES: Your Honor, if you were to rule that it
was --

THE COURT: Okay. I'11l go ahead and rule as far as
what's been presented to me at this point and everything.

I don't think -- he was not in custody. There was no
interrogation of him. What was testified to was testified
that it was a voluntary statement on his part and all and I
would so find and I would allow her testimony to be
presented to the jury, what he told her on that occasion.
So I think it's admissible and I would -- I would so find.
So any other reason why I shouldn't Tet it in?

MR. HAYES: Judge, I would ask the Court, one under
401 for relevance or whether it was relevant that, as you
heard the testimony that none of the information was
supported by the information that they had. She's alleging
that Mr. Chestnut said he was selling drugs, he was owed

$3,000 --
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THE COURT: All right. Well, let me break in and
tell you I believe at this point -- I've ruled in regards
to the issue as far as presented in the Jackson v Denno
kind of case and everything.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And all. So I've made my ruling there.
Now, when it comes up during the course of the trial, if
y'all want to object on the basis of relevancy and also it
being -- any possible relevancy being outweighed by
prejudice and those kind of things, I'll rule on that at
that time.

But as far as the pretrial motion is concerned,
it's just as far as Jackson v Denno as far as I'm
concerned.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So y'all raise that objection and I'11
rule on it at the time in the trial, but the only thing I'm
ruling on now is whether it would be admissible under the
law.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir, I wouldn't have anything
further then --

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. HAYES: -- as for Denno.

THE COURT: A1l right. So we're ready to go ahead

with the trial tomorrow then?
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MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. I'11 give this back to the
clerk then and Mr. Chestnut, we'll see you tomorrow
morning.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

(Court was in recess for the day.)

MR. HAYES: Judge?

THE COURT: Yes?

MR. HAYES: May we approach?

THE COURT: Sure.

(There was a bench conference outside of the
hearing of the jury panel and the court reporter.)

THE COURT: A1l right. We're going to take about a
five minute recess. I do need you to leave the courtroom.
I've got to discuss something with the lawyers. I can't
have you in here while I'm doing that. So if the jury,
everybody on the jury, if you would go out, don't go too
far. Be back in about five minutes. If you would,
everybody on the jury go out.

(The jury pool Teft the courtroom.)

(The defendant entered the courtroom.)

THE COURT: A1l right. Whoever is in charge, we
can bring the jury back in. Solicitor don't you do it.

MR. COOPER: I was going to tell the bailiff to.

(The jury pool entered the courtroom.)
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THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, if you would please give me your attention. We're
about to pick a jury for the trial of the case of the State
of South Carolina --

THE CLERK: Judge, we're missing two.

THE COURT: Oh, I'm sorry.

THE BAILIFF: Judge, we have two more.

THE COURT: Al11 right. We'll wait until we have
everybody.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

JURY VOIR DIRE

THE COURT: A11 right. Now we think we have
everybody.

We're about to pick a jury for the trial of the
case of the State against Randy D. Chestnut.

Mr. Chestnut, if you would, please stand so that
the jury can see you.

Thank you, you can be seated.

Mr. Chestnut is the defendant in this case. The
State claims that he did on or about, here in Bamberg
County, on or about December 6th, 2018 willfully and
unTawfully enter without consent and with the intent to
commit a crime therein, the dwelling of Debbie Jeffcoat.

Debbie Jeffcoat, located at _ in

Denmark, South Carolina.
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That's the charge that the State makes against Mr.
Chestnut. That is a charge of what we call burglary in the
first degree. Burglary in the first degree, that's the
charge that the State has made against Mr. Chestnut and to
that charge, Mr. Chestnut has said, I'm not guilty; and
that places the burden of proving him guilty on the State.
A person is never required to prove himself innocent. The
burden of proof is on the State to convince twelve jurors
beyond any reasonable doubt of his guilt or he's entitled
to a verdict of not guilty. Really that's what this case
is about.

At the end of the case, you will answer the
question, has the State met the burden of proof of proving
him guilty of this charge.

You've met Mr. Chestnut, who's the defendant in
this case.

The lawyers that are involved in the case are
Mr. Cooper, if you would please stand so the jury can see
you.

And Mr. Emmett.

MR. EMMER: Emmer.

THE COURT: Emmer, excuse me, who is the other
solicitor or the prostituting attorney. We refer to the
prosecuting attorneys as solicitors in this state. They

represent the office of the solicitor, Mr. Thurmond who is
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the elected solicitor of this circuit. They are two of his
associate attorneys, solicitors, and they represent the
State in this case.

And on the other side, we have Mr. Hayes, who is
the public defender; and Ms. Alves, public defender also,
who represents Mr. Chestnut.

So those are the lawyers that are involved in this
case. Is anybody related by blood or marriage or do you
know in any way any of the lawyers who are involved in this
case? If so, please stand. Anybody related by blood or
marriage or do you know in any way any of the lawyers that
are involved in the case?

How about the defendant, Mr. Chestnut? Anyone on
the panel related by blood or marriage or do you know him
in any way, socially, business, whatever, any way, Mr,
Chestnut? If so, please stand.

Yes, ma'am, we'll start with the young Tady that,
first up. Tell me your name and number.

THE JUROR: Brittany O0'Berry, Number 117.

THE COURT: 117.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

I know Randy. I went to school with him.

THE COURT: A11 right. And when you say you went
to school with him, were you in the same grade or just the

same school or what?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

41

THE JUROR:

I'm 1ike a year or two older than him.

I know his family also.

THE COURT:

also.

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Number --

A1l right. You know him, his family

Yes, sir.

A1l right. Thank you very much.

What was her number again?

THE CLERK:
THE COURT:

being.

117.

Just stay where you are for the time

And can you give me an idea, when was the last time

you saw him, had any conversation, anything of that sort?

I'm just trying to establish what your relationship is with

him now. Do you were consider him a close friend, a family

close friend? Or what?

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

have a seat.

A1l right.
number.

THE JUROR:
number.

THE COURT:

THE CLERK:

Family close friend.

A1l right. Thank you very much, just

Yes, ma'am, tell me your name and

Tracie Davis. I don't remember my

A1l right. Ms. Davis.
Number 40.
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THE COURT: 407

THE CLERK: Yes, sir, 40.

THE JUROR: That's my cousin,

THE COURT: I'm sorry?

THE JUROR: He's my cousin,

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Ashley Thurman, I don't know my number.

THE CLERK: 159,

THE COURT: 159, I believe.

THE CLERK: Yes, sir, 159.

THE COURT: Al11 right. What would you Tike to tell
me, Ms. Thurman?

THE JUROR: I'm -- we're from the same hometown,
I'm a couple of grades under him and his mother served as
one of my teachers when I was in school.

THE COURT: And I didn't understand exactly what
you said at the start.

THE JUROR: Oh, I said we're from the same
hometown. I'm a couple of grades behind him.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE JUROR: And his mother served as one of my
teachers when I was in school.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you very much for that




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

43

information.
Yes, ma'am, your name and number.
THE JUROR:
Number is 168.

My name is Tiesha Washington, and my

THE COURT: A11 right.

THE JUROR: And I'm also from the same town as
Randy. We went to high school together and him and my
brother were friends and whatnot.

THE CLERK: That's 168, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much for

that information.

number.

that?

A1l right.
THE JUROR:

THE COURT:
THE CLERK:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir,

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir, your name and number?
Anthony Rice. I don't remember my
Rice?
Rice. Number 132.

Rice, okay, I see it.
Mr. Rice.

Neighbors.

I'm sorry?

We're neighbors.

Neighbors. And what do you mean by

I 1Tive three houses down from him.

Three houses down?
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THE JUROR: VYes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you very much for that
information.

A1l right.

THE CLERK: Judge, do you want those removed or
what do you want to do with them?

THE COURT: No, just hold on for right now.

THE JUROR: Al11 right.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Now, I've been given a list
of potential witnesses that the State may call in this case
and I'm just going the call out the names --

Well, I'm going to ask the solicitor, whoever, one
of y'all out there, you stand up. I 1ike to get you
involved in the case.

Mr. Cooper, why don't you stand up and call out the
names. You got the Tist?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: AIl11 right. Call out the names of
potential witnesses that the State may call. We might not
hear from all of these people, but they were potential
witnesses in this case. So I want to ask about those right
now. So the solicitor is going to call out those names.

At the end of that, I want to know, again, are you related
by blood or marriage, or you know in any way any of these

potential witnesses.
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Go ahead, Solicitor.

MR. COOPER:

THE COURT: If you would, please stand, if you're
here.

A1l right.

MR. COOPER: Ms. Debbie Jeffcoat

THE COURT: A1l right.

MR. COOPER: Robert Jeffcoat.

THE COURT: He's not here.

MR. COOPER: Mr, Petie Hiers, Bamberg County Clerk
of Court; Lieutenant Laquana Linder, Denmark Police
Department; Captain Latarcha Wilson, Bamberg County
Detention Center; Corporal Seth Wolfe, of Orangeburg
Department of Public Safety; Lieutenant Carl Shultz, of the
Orangeburg Department of Public Safety; Chief Deputy Ben
Hay, of the Bamberg County Sheriff's Office; Officer Anita
Chestnut, of the North Police Department; Chief Lin Shirer,
of the North Police Department.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Anyone on the jury panel
related by blood or marriage, or you know in any way any of
those potential witnesses whose names were just called out
to you by the State.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Latria Anderson, I believe my number is
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THE CLERK: Number 3.

THE COURT: 3. ATl right.

THE JUROR: I'm related to Laquana.

THE COURT: I'm sorry?

THE JUROR: I'm related to the deputy there.

THE COURT: To Ms. Linder?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Is that right? And what -- you say
you're related and all, how are you related to her?

THE JUROR: That's my second cousin,

THE COURT: Would you describe your relationship to
her as being a close family friend or just somebody that
you're related to, you know who she is, or how would you
describe your relationship to her.

THE JUROR: She's a relative. My mother 1is her
aunt.

THE COURT: Al11 right. But again, you and her,
when was the last time you saw her before today?

THE JUROR: Since the last dinner we had,
Thanksgiving.

THE COURT: So maybe once a year.

THE JUROR: Well, I guess...

THE COURT: Okay. I'm just trying to get an idea.
So you see her, have a conversation with her, say hey or

whatever. Of course, you'd do that if you just saw her




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

47

47

anywhere on

the street, I'm sure and all, but as far as

talking to her anything 1like that, it's more or less once a

year?

THE

JUROR: No, I just saw her in Denmark also.

That was recently. I don't know what day.

THE
THE
THE

COURT: And why was that.
JUROR: I was visiting Denmark at the store.

COURT: Okay. A1l right. Thank you very much

for that information.

A1l
THE

right. Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

JUROR: Hey, Anne Linder, 99. My son did an

internship at the sheriff's office about 12 years ago, and

so I did meet Been Hay.

THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
anything?
THE
ago.
THE
her or knew
THE
THE

COURT: That was your son.

JUROR: He did an internship, yes, sir.
COURT: With the police department?
JUROR: Yes, sir.

COURT: And is he employed there now or

JUROR: No, sir. That's been about 10 years

COURT: Al11 right. And now you just knew of
her through that.

JUROR: No, I knew Ben, Ben Hay.

COURT: Oh, you knew who?
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THE JUROR: Chief Deputy --

THE COURT: Oh, I see, Mr. Hay. You now of him
then.

THE JUROR: So we're just acquaintances. We are
not social friends or anything.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information. Appreciate that.

Anyone else?

No one else standing.

I'm not sure if I -- I want to make sure I ask
about -- that I included the defendant directly in this
question. I may have already asked this question. You may
have already respond. But I just wanted to make sure I
asked you about Mr. Chestnut directly. Anyone on the jury
panel who's related by blood or marriage or know in any
way, Mr. Chestnut? If so, please stand, unless you've
already stood and I've already heard from you. If you've
already told me that, you don't have to stand again, but I
just want to make sure I ask you about that. If so, please
stand.

No one else standing.

A1l right. Does anyone on the jury panel have any
knowledge of anything at all to do with this case? If so,
please stand. Anyone have any knowledge of anything at all

to do with this case? If so, please stand and come down
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front and 1'11 discuss that with you. 1'11 let you know if
you need to know something.

Come up here, please, sir.

THE CLERK: This is Number 68.

THE COURT: Tell me your name and number,

THE JUROR: Mr. Hallman.

THE COURT: Mr. What?

THE JUROR: Hallman.

THE COURT: Hallman. What did want to tell me?

THE JUROR: Just what I read in the paper.

THE COURT: You've read something about it?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir. I mean I saw it on the news.

THE COURT: That's fine. Have a seat. I
appreciate you telling that.

Is any member on the jury panel aware of any bias
or prejudice, either in favor of or against either side of
this case? Anybody on the jury panel that's aware of any
bias or prejudice either in favor of or against either side
in this case? If so, please stand.

No one standing.

Has any member of the jury panel formed or
expressed an opinion about any matter or issue that may be
involved in the trial of this case? If so, please stand.

(No one stood.)

THE COURT: Does any member of the jury panel know
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of any reason why you should not be picked and serve as a
juror in this case? If so, please stand.

A1l right. Ma'am, come down front and I'11 discuss
that with you.

Tell me your name and number, please, ma'am,

THE JUROR: Number 3 Latria Anderson.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Ms. Anderson, what would
you Tike to tell me?

THE JUROR: I work for LI Enterprises in
Orangeburg. I work third shift. That's from 8 p.m. to 6
a.m. in the morning. I leave home approximately 6:50 in
the evening. I have relatives up there and they also go in
a little earlier.

THE COURT: Okay. Why do you say that, that you
shouldn't be picked because of that? I mean, why are you
telling me that?

THE JUROR: Because I have to get rest.

THE COURT: Oh, you're talking about you don't
think you should serve on the jury at all because of that?
On any jury because of that.

THE JUROR: Well, I have to get rest.

THE COURT: You're talking about your, your work
and so forth being a reason why you shouldn't serve; is
that what you're saying?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: 1I forgot to ask about that earlier,
really.

Tell me what's her name and number.

THE CLERK: Number 3.

THE COURT: Number 3. Have a seat. Thanks for
telling me about that. I'11 tell you Tater.

That was Number 37

THE CLERK: Yes, sir, Anderson.

THE COURT: Al11 right. What's your name, please,
ma'am?

THE JUROR: Griffin.

THE COURT: Griffith.

Okay. Number 64, what you want to tell me?

THE JUROR: I'm former law enforcement.

THE COURT: You're former law enforcement.

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: Okay. But you think for that reason,
what would you favor the State? In regard to this favor
the prosecution and be against the defendant; is that what
you're telling me?

THE JUROR: No, but.

THE COURT: You think you could be fair and
impartial -- inspite of the fact that you're former law
enforcement.

THE JUROR: Yeah,
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THE COURT: Okay. You think you could be fair and
impartial.

THE JUROR: Uh-huh,

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, have a seat.

THE CLERK: Judge you've got one more.

THE JUROR: Lucas Huggins.

THE CLERK: Number 76.

THE COURT: Okay. What do you need to tell me?

THE JUROR: My reason is it's the last two weeks of
school., I go to 0.C. Tech and I got finals.

THE COURT: You're in school now?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Let me tell you the situation. I can
transfer you to another term of court. I can't excuse you,
but I can transfer you where you wouldn't be in something
or something. If you want, this trial would -- I don't
know if you would be picked or not, we still have got to
pick the jury. If you were picked it would probably be
only two days 1ike today and tomorrow at the most and then
you'd be free. So if you want to take a chance and stay
just to get it out of the way, you would only be on the
jury, it would be today and tomorrow. So whichever way you
want to go. I can let you go.

THE JUROR: I want to go.

THE COURT: I can let you go, but you'd be
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transferred to another term of court and you'd have to come
back again and go through this process again.

THE JUROR: I think it would be best because I've
got finals next week, but I think I'T1 go ahead and get it
out of the way.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

Okay, I'11 talk with the Tawyers about all that.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, may we approach?

THE COURT: Sure. Just a second.

Okay. Come on up.

(There was a bench conference on the record out of
the hearing of the jury.)

MR. COOPER: I guess this is the best time to tell
you. There's another individual out there. His name is
Rakeem Glover and he's Number 69. I'm prosecuting him
right now for a case and Ms. Alves represented him. I just
wanted to let you know.

THE COURT: Okay. You may need -- that's probably
-- I'"11 probably excuse him and let's just see how the Tist
goes and I'11 tell you all this stuff, all their
information I got before you do your striking or whatever.

MR. COOPER: Okay.

MR. HAYES: Okay.

THE COURT: But Tet's just hold that, okay?

MR. COOPER: Okay. Thank you.
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(The bench conference was finished.)

THE COURT: A1l right. I'm going to ask some other
questions to you. These are questions that I've been
requested to ask and I will ask some of these questions to
you.

Have you or a member of your family ever been the
victim of a burglary of any type? Anyone on the jury panel
or member of your immediate family, and I would define
immediate family to be your mother, father, and your
brother, sister, any child or children. Anyone on the
panel or member of your immediate family been the victim of
a burglary of any type? If so, please stand.

A1l right. We'll start down here with the young
lady that just stood there. Tell me your name and number.

THE JUROR: Lafaye Bias, Number 13,

THE COURT: Al11 right. What's your response to

that?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir, we've had two break-ins.

THE COURT: To your home?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And when was that?

THE JUROR: It was December 15, 2018.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Just a 1little over a year
ago.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir and then --
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THE COURT: Or a year ago or whatever. December of
18?7 Just this past December?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So not a year ago, just this past
December. Al1 right. Anything else?

THE JUROR: And we just had another one.

THE COURT: Oh, okay. Thank you. You can be
seated.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Faron Mixon, Number 110.

THE COURT: Al1 right.

THE JUROR: I had my house broken into three times.
One in 2013. Kicked in the back door, stole all our guns
and TVs. Again the following year in 2013. This is when I
lived in Orangeburg County. They came in the sliding glass
door with a knife, stole a bunch of stuff and ransacked my
house and the third time, same house in the other door and
these were all different people.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Okeller Ransom, 2000 and I think '7, my
house was robbed and they came back maybe two weeks later
and came back and stole my car.

THE COURT: And how long ago was that?
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THE JUROR: 1In 2007, but I'm still feeling some
type of way.

THE COURT: Thank you very much for that
information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Kristi Sease, 2005, my brother and
my...

THE COURT: I couldn't understand you.

THE JUROR: 2005, my parents were held at gunpoint
in a burglary.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Devon Furr, Number 54, probably 5 to 6
years ago my house was robbed. I wasn't home. Don't know
who did it, but...

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number.

THE JUROR: Tonya Reddish, Number 131.

Not sure of the exact year, but my parents' house
was burglarized.

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, sir, your name and number?
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THE JUROR: Ronnie Salley, I don't have my number.
I had somebody try to break in my shed and they took a shot
at me.

THE CLERK: 137.

THE COURT: 137, thank you for that information.

THE CLERK: I'm sorry 136.

THE COURT: 327

THE CLERK: 36, 136.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. I see it.

Thank you very much for that information.,

A1l right. Is there anyone on the jury panel who
has a family member who is employed in law enforcement in
any type, either as a police officer, deputy sheriff,
working for SLED, anybody who has a family member who is
employed with any law enforcement agency of any type. If
so, please stand.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number.

THE JUROR: Faron Mixon, 110, my mother works for
Chesterfield Sheriff's Office and my father is a
dispatcher.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number.

THE JUROR: Okeller Ransom, I don't remember my
number. I have several cousins, family members, close Kkin.

THE COURT: ATl right. Who they work for?
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THE JUROR: Bamberg, well, they have worked for
Bamberg, I'm not sure, Denmark, I think one 1is in Hampton
now.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, sir, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Steve Cornforth, Number 35, I think.
My son is not working for Orangeburg Public Safety anymore,
but he did a year and a half ago. Now he's employed with
security at Savannah River Plant. My father retired from
Bamberg County deputy sheriff.

THE COURT: Thank you very much for that
information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number.

THE JUROR: Mine?

THE COURT: Well, we'll go with you.

THE JUROR: I have a nephew that is a SLED agent
out of Charleston.

THE COURT: A1l right. Thank you. We'll come down
to the lady on the first row there.

Tell me your name and number, I'm sorry.

THE JUROR: Nancy Crider, Number 36.

THE COURT: 36, thank you.

Yes, ma'am, these two ladies.

THE JUROR: My number is 3, Latria Anderson. My
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sibling, my oldest sibling, he works for corrections, but
not anymore. He's working for LI Enterprises in
Orangeburg, South Carolina.

THE COURT: Formerly he worked for department of
corrections.

THE JUROR: And I have Laquana Linder, that's my
family member.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. You have told us
that before, right?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Good.

Your name and number?

THE JUROR: 64, Rhonda Griffin, I have a Tot of
family in law enforcement and --

THE COURT: Where are they in law enforcement?

THE JUROR: Orangeburg, Bamberg.

THE COURT: Al11 around this area?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Al11 right. How many people would you
say that is?

THE JUROR: A couple.

THE COURT: Okay. A couple. Is that two?

THE JUROR: More than that.

THE COURT: More than two?

THE JUROR: Yes.
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THE COURT: AIll right. Thank you very much for
that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Mary Brandt, 17, I have two brothers
that previously were in law enforcement, but neither one of
them is now.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Devon Furr, Number 54. I have a nephew
that works for DNR.

THE COURT: A nephew who works for who?

THE JUROR: Department of Natural Resources.

THE COURT: Good. A1l right. What we used to call
the game warden.

THE JUROR: Right.

THE COURT: Something like that anyway. Al1l right.
Thank you very much.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: 13. I want to make sure I got the
question right. Did you want to know about previous?

THE COURT: Yeah, anybody who has worked or is
working or whatever. Family members anyway in Taw
enforcement of any type.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir. I worked for Bamberg County

sheriff's office and I also worked for highway patrol.
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THE COURT: What were you doing?

THE JUROR: Dispatch.

THE COURT: Good. Thank you very much for that
information. But that's in the past?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Good, thank you very much
for that information.

Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Sylvia Irons, I am Number 80, and I
have a son works as the correction officer over in Hampton.

THE COURT: Good. Thank you thank you very much
for that information.

Anybody else with a response? Having a family
member or you involved in law enforcement of any type.

Yes, sir, your name and number?

THE JUROR: My name 1is Will Priester, I forgot my
name and number, but I had a cousin that was recently in
law enforcement, a cop here in Bamberg.

THE COURT: A police officer here in Bamberg?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE CLERK: That's 127.

THE COURT: Al1 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

A1l right. I asked this question earlier, but I'm

going to make sure I've asked this to make sure we're clear
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on this. Anyone on the jury panel have any knowledge of
anything at all to do with this case. Mr. Hallman, Number
68 told me he had heard something about it, read something
about it, something of that nature, but anyone else who
knows anything at all, have any knowledge at all to do with
this case? If so, please stand. Other than Mr. Hallman
who told me he had some knowledge of it from an outside
source. If so, please stand.

No one else standing.

A1l right. Now, I've asked these questions, but
I'm going to ask them again just to make sure after I've
gone over the particularized questions that I've asked you,
I want to ask you some general questions again, you know,
just to make sure we're, everybody's on the same page.

Is there anyone on the jury panel who has formed or
expressed an opinion about any issue or matter that may be
involved in the trial of this case? If so, please stand.

No one standing.

Is any member of the jury panel aware of any bias
or prejudice either in favor of or against either side in
this case? If so, please stand.

No one standing.

Anyone on the jury panel think you cannot give both
sides a fair and impartial trial in this case? If so,

please stand, and tell me your name.
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THE JUROR: My name is Tiesha Washington, I'm
Number 168.
THE COURT: You're number is what?
THE JUROR: 168.
THE COURT: Al11 right. You told me you knew him

through school and was a family friend; is that right?

THE JUROR:

Yes, and also, I just realized who she

was. I used to work for her as Roses. Debbie Jeffcoat. I

just --
THE

is involved
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE

juror 1in this case?

THE
THE

COURT:

You talking about the lady whose house

in this case?

JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:
COURT:

JUROR:
COURT:

that information.

A1l
THE
THE
THE

right.
JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:

Yeah, I worked with --

So you know her?

Uh=-huh.

And you used to work for her?

Yes. She was my manager at Roses.

And you don't think you should sit as a

I don't.

A1l right. Thank you very much for

The other Tady standing now.
Ashley Thurman.
I'm sorry?

Ashley Thurman.
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THE COURT: Yeah, your number 159. And you said
that you knew him and his mother, family friends?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: And you don't think you should serve as
a juror in this case?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you very much for that
information.

A1l right. Tell me your name and number.

THE JUROR: 64, Rhonda Griffin.

THE COURT: Griffin.

THE JUROR: Yeah, 64.

THE COURT: I see you. All right. You told me
that you were -- that something to do with, formerly Taw
enforcement?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Al11 right. And you don't think you can
be fair and impartial as a juror in this case?

THE JUROR: I know Debbie.

THE COURT: Al11 right. You're talking about the
lady whose house was involved?

THE JUROR: Yes. From inside the stores and --

THE COURT: Al11 right. I understand that, but I'm
asking you could you be a fair and impartial in this case?

THE JUROR: Yeah,
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THE COURT: You could?

THE JUROR: (Witness nodded head.)

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much for
that information.

A1l right., I'm going to ask the jury, if you
would, again, I've got to discuss some matters with the
lawyers and everything. And at this point I need you to go
outside in the hallway again. All the jury go outside.
I'T1 be back with you as soon as I can.

(The jury pool Teft the courtroom.)

THE COURT: We've got 467

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And so I'm going to take off two, so
that's 44.

THE CLERK: Which two are you taking off, sir?

THE COURT: I'11 tell you in a second. A1l right.
Looking at the 1ist now. So I'm going to excuse, based
upon their last answers to the questions, I'm going excuse
Number 159 and 168. Now, they both said they couldn't sit
on this case and all. So we've got those off, so that
leaves us with 44 on the main Tist. Number 159 and 168 are
excused based on the answers to those last questions they
asked.

Now, I go down the notes that I made, so I'11 tell

y'all the Tittle notes that I made relative to anybody that
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responded or came down front for whatever. 1In regard to
Number 3, I think she said she was a relative of Ms. Linder
or second cousin and I forgot if she told me anything else.
I don't recall anything else at this point, but that was
the information I have about her.

Then number 40, Ms. Davis, I wrote out here that,
cousin, a cousin -- I don't recall if it was a cousin of
who -- the defendant.

A1l right. And then Number 59, is that the one you
told me has a pending charge?

MR. COOPER: Yes, Your Honor, I'm prosecuting him
and Ms. Alves represents him.

THE COURT: What is the charge.

MR. COOPER: I believe it's PWID marijuana and
discharging a firearm within the city Timits, as well as a
possession of codone; that correct.

MS. ALVES: I don't remember if it was codone, but
it was a controlled substance.

THE COURT: A pending charge.

MR. COOPER: Three pending charges, yes, sir. And
Lieutenant Linder 1is the officer on that case as well. 1
failed to disclose earlier.

THE COURT: Well, y'all want to argue how that
cuts?

A1l right. I'm going to take him off due to that.
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THE CLERK: Which one is that, sir?

THE COURT: That's Number 59.

THE CLERK: That puts us down the 43.

THE COURT: So that brings us down to 43. That's
for cause.

Then Number 64 said that she formerly worked in Taw
enforcement, I believe. And then Hallman told me that he
had heard about this, read about this in the paper. That
was all he told me was that he had read something about
this case in the paper and that he had knowledge of it.

Then 76 said, what I gathered was in school with
the defendant and then Ms. Linder, you know, said that her
son was an intern with the police department at one time
years ago.

Then we had Mixon, who had three break ins at her
home. And we had Number 117, said she knows the defendant
in some way and then we had a neighbor, Mr. Rice, Number
132 Tives three doors down from his family, from him. And
then we had -- I'm taking Number 159 off and 168 off for
cause.

Now, y'all want to talk about any of these or any
others before we take a list, get a Tist that y'all can
then strike from.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, the State would move to

strike Number 40 for cause as she is --
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THE COURT: 407
MR. COOPER: Yes, sir. She stated she is a cousin

of the defendant. I would also move to strike Number

117 --

THE COURT: Wait a minute, we got to talk about
that.

MR. COOPER: Okay.

THE COURT: A11 right. A cousin of the defendant.
And I'm not sure -- do you oppose that, Mr. Hayes?

MR. HAYES: Judge, I think we could ask her more
questions about what the nature of her relationship is and
if she could be fair or not.

THE COURT: Well, I asked about the fairness and
she didn't stand up and say she couldn't be fair, but...

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I think her failing to
stand up and say whether or not she could be fair is an
insinuations as to which way --

THE COURT: Now, that was a positive if she could.
A1l right. I may make further inquiry about that. I'm
going to put a question mark by that. I haven't made a
decision. I'm going to think about how to deal with that.

Any others on there that you want to think on?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir. Number 117 for cause.

THE COURT: 117. Brittany O'Berry and that was

just in regard to basically that she knew him in some
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capacity.

MR. COOPER: Knew him and his family, I believe is
what she said.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Any others?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir, one more. Number 132, He's
the gentleman that stated he was the neighbor.

THE CLERK: Anthony Rice.

MR. COOPER: Oh, and if I could go back to 117,
Your Honor?

THE COURT: Right.

MR. COOPER: Lieutenant Linder has pending juvenile
charges against her daughter and I think she's in DJJ right
now.

OFFICER LINDER: Not right now.

MR. COOPER: Oh,she's not in DJJ, but she has
juvenile charges against her daughter.

THE COURT: Well, I don't think that's for cause,
but anyway. You got strikes or whatever. So there's three
that you want me to take off for cause.

MR. COOPER: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al11 right. And what about you?

MR. HAYES: Your Honor, I'd start with Number 3.
She is a family relative to the investigating officer in
this case. I would say that's too close to home.

THE COURT: AT1 right. What else? Any others?
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MR. HAYES: VYes, sir. And I believe she came up
and spoke with you when you asked about being fair.

THE COURT: I don't remember that. A1l I got here
is --

MR. HAYES: Any reason --

THE COURT: Oh yeah. What she told me. I did make
a note about that. What she told me was she wanted to be
off because of her work and all. That's what she told me
when she came up and I didn't let her off because of that.
She said she had problems with her work, in regard to her
work schedule and everything. She works at night and so
forth. So she didn't want to be on the jury because of
that and I didn't let her off for that reason. So that was
what she told me. 1In addition to being related to
Ms. Linder, she had a problem with work and I'm not going
to let her off for work.

A1l right. Any other ones?

MR. HAYES: Number 64, to a former law enforcement.
She also came up during that line of questioning about
being fair I believe it was situation. And then at the end
she stood up and acknowledged that she knew the victim from
being in stores and when you asked her about being fair,
her answer was I believe, I guess, kind of under her
breath. Wasn't real reassuring.

THE COURT: A11 right.
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MR. HAYES: Number 128 said that she shad been
burglarized and that they were still upset about it and I
think her exact words were they still feel some kind of way
about it.

THE COURT: 128?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I didn't have her down regarding that.

Did you make a note of that?

MR. COOPER: She did say that, Your Honor:

THE COURT: 128?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir. She had said she had been a
victim of two. And before she sat down was, I believe the
exact quote was something of the nature of, We feel or
feels some kind of way about it.

THE COURT: A1l right.

MR. HAYES: The other one I would go for would be
Number 110. She had been a victim -- I'm sorry, 13. She
had been a victim this year, within the year, December was
the first burglary and she did not give a date but the way
she was answering the question, it sounded 1ike it as more
recently than that.

THE COURT: That was a burglary?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

MR. COOPER: What number was that?

MR. HAYES: I believe it was 13.
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THE COURT: 1I'm sorry. I thought you were talking
about 110.

MR. HAYES: I'm sorry, I skipped over, Judge, the
one I was thinking of was 13.

THE COURT: Okay. It was not 110.

A1l right. So which was the one that you're
talking about?

MR. HAYES: Ms. Bias. She said that -- that's
Number 13. Said that she was a victim in December of 2018
and just had another one,

THE COURT: Okay. A1l right. So let me make sure
I've got a 1ist here of the ones that maybe I want to talk
to some further and all. Number 3, Number 13, Number 40,
Number 64, Number 68, Number 117, Number 128, and Number
132. Those are the ones that I've got a question mark by
at this point, that either one side or the other wants know
take off at this point; is that a complete 1ist? I'11 go
over it again.

MR. COOPER: That includes all from the State.

THE COURT: A11 right. Number 3, 13, 40, 64, 68,
117, 128, and 132.

MR. HAYES: I'm sorry, Judge, to ask you this,
could you do it one more time.

THE COURT: That's all right. ATl right. 3, 13,
40, 64, 68, 117, 128, and 132. Is that everybody?
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MR. HAYES: Judge, there was 110 was also -- I
started on it and went to 13. I skipped --

THE COURT: So you want to go back to 1107

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: What did 110 say.

MR. HAYES: 110 indicated they had been victimized
three different times under burglary.

THE COURT: Al11 right. So I'll put that on the
118t to:

MR. HAYES: And 136 said he was shot at when
somebody was trying to break into his shed.

THE COURT: I didn't make any note of that, I'm not
going to ask him anything further about that.

Well, I'11 put him on the 1list.

A1l right. Bring the jury back in just a minute.
Maybe that's the easiest way to do it.

(The jury pool returned to the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Got everybody?

A1l right. Now, I'm going to call out the names of
some people that I need to talk to a little bit further and
all. When I call your name, if you would come forward.

And I'm going to ask you to go in the jury room right over
here for just a few minutes. I need to ask these people
some more questions based on the responses that I've

received up to this point in time.
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Number 3 Latria Anderson, Ms. Anderson. 1If you
would come forward. Come on through here.

And let them go into the jury room right there, if
you would.

And then Lafaye Bias, B-I-A-S, Number 13. If you
would come forward and we'll let you go in the jury room.

And Number 40, Tracie Davis, if you would come
forward.

Rhonda Griffin, Number 64, if you would come,
please.

Richard Hallman, Number 68; Number 110; Faron
Mixon; Number 117 Brittany O0'Berry; Number 128, Okeller
Ransom; Number 132 Anthony Rice; Number 136, Ronnie Salley.

A1l right. Now, the balance of the jury panel
that's seated, now, I'm going to ask you to go back outside
in the hallway. I'11 be back with y'all soon as we can.
Giving y'all some exercise this morning.

(The jury pool Teft the courtroom.)

THE COURT: A1l right. We've got all the jury out
now and the door is closed.

A1l right. Bring Ms. Anderson, Juror Number 3 out.
Bring Ms. Anderson out, Latria Anderson.

Come on, Ms. Anderson.

Shut that door, if you would, please.

A1l right. Swear Ms. Anderson if you would.
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LATRIA ANDERSON, was duly sworn

THE COURT: Thank you, you can just stand right
there, Ms. Anderson. The reason I wanted to talk to you a
little further, you told us that I believe Ms. Linder, who
is one of the witnesses in this case, that she's a second
cousin, a relative of yours; is that right?

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: A11 right. And you also told me, I
believe, about a work problem that you had, some problem
that you had about being able to go to work or whatever
while you're serving on the jury.

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: Al1 right. Where do you work?

THE JUROR: LI Enterprises, in Orangeburg, South
Carolina.

THE COURT: Okay. And you work the night shift?

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: Okay. A1l right. But I'm primarily
interested in your reason with Ms. Linder and all. I asked
the question about bias or prejudice or whether or not you
favored one side or the other and whether or not you could
be a fair juror in this case. That's what I want you to
direct your attention to and ask you further questions
about 1is, would the fact that you're kin to Ms. Linder and

she's testifying -- she's going to testify in this case
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about some important facts, you know, as far as this case
is concerned. Would you take the attitude, Well, she's my
cousin, you know, she's my relative, I'm going to believe
what she says, as opposed to anybody else. Is that the way
you think about this?

THE JUROR: No, Judge, because this here have
anything to do with it, I have worked for the county
treasurer's office in Walterboro, South Carolina and I look
at things as fairly -- I don't judge most things.

THE COURT: Well, the important thing is, would you
be comfortable serving on the jury and making your decision
based on how you see the facts and the law as I tell you
the Taw is in regard to a case like this? Would you do
your duty as a juror, be fair and impartial in this case?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: So the fact that she's your cousin,
that's not going to be part of influencing you as part of
your decision; is that right?

THE JUROR: That's right.

THE COURT: Okay.

Any questions you want to ask her, Solicitor?
Solicitor, any questions y'all want to ask her?

MR. COOPER: No, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right. Y'all want to ask any

questions?
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MR. HAYES: No, sir.

THE COURT: Well, actually, you can go out 1in the
hallway now. Okay. You can go out in the hallway. We'll
be back with you in just a few minutes. Thank you very
much.

THE JUROR: Al1 right.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Bring Number 13, Lafaye
Bias out, B-I-A-S,

LAFAYE BIAS, was duly sworn

THE COURT: AT11 right. Ms. Bias, let me just ask
you about this, what we're interested in is based upon some
of your responses. I believe that you said something about
that you or your family had been a victim of a burglary in
the past, is that right.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: One? Two?

THE JUROR: Two.

THE COURT: Two. And how long was that?

THE JUROR: The first one was 2017. I said '18,
but it was '17.

THE COURT: '17.

THE JUROR: And then we had another one last year.

THE COURT: Okay. Two recent burglaries and
everything.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: Of course, this case is about a
burglary and all. Would the fact that your home has been
burglarized two times in the Tast few years, would that be
a factor that would influence you if you were seated as a
juror 1in this case?

THE JUROR: I wouldn't think so.

THE COURT: You wouldn't think so. You think you
could be fair and impartial in judging whether or not the
State had proven him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt even
though you have suffered two burglaries, yourself?

THE JUROR: I'm not sure.

THE COURT: You're not sure?

THE JUROR: I'm not sure.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you very much for your
honesty in this case then. I'm going to excuse you and all
then with that. Al1 right. Thank you very much for your
honesty in regard to it. You just have a seat out there in
the courtroom.

THE CLERK: Number 13.

THE COURT: A11 right. Bring out Number 40, Tracie
Davis.

Just have a seat at the end down near the end and
I'm going to let you go in a Tittle while. Just sit right
there. I hope I don't forget about you.

TRACIE DAVIS, was duly sworn
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THE COURT: All right. Ms. Davis, let me ask you
some questions here. You told us about, I believe, that
you were a cousin -- what was that answer that you gave me?
I made a 1ittle note about cousin out beside there. Tell
me about that.

THE JUROR: About we're related?

THE COURT: Yes. You're kin to who.

THE JUROR: Randy Chestnut,

THE COURT: You're kin to him. And you said cousin
and all, Is this somebody that you see every month, every
once a year, how -- what's your relationship to him.

THE JUROR: I haven't seen Randy in a long time.

THE COURT: A11 right. But you say -- I'm trying
to figure out you're cousin. That means that your mother
or father is brother or sister to his mother or father? Is
that right?

THE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: What is it? How are you related to
him?

THE JUROR: His mother and my mom or first cousins.

THE COURT: I see, so this would be a second
cousin.

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. ATl right. Your parents are

cousins. All right. And would the fact that he's your
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cousin as you've described him and all, would that cause

you to believe him against the witness for the State or how

do you feel about that? Tell us how you feel about that.

THE

THE

THE
situation.

THE

JUROR:
COURT:
JUROR:

COURT:

No I wouldn't be bias in the situation.
I'm sorry?

I said I wouldn't be bias in the

You would not be bias in the situation.

You think you could be fair to both the State and the

defendant in this case?

THE
THE
ask her?
MR.
THE
ask her?
MR.
THE
in the room
THE
THE
in there.
THE
THE

the traffic.

JUROR:
COURT:

COOPER:
COURT:

HAYES:
COURT:
there.
CLERK:
COURT:

CLERK:
COURT:

Yes, sir.

A1l right. Any questions y'all want to

No, sir.

A1l right. Any questions you want to

No, sir.

A1l right. Thank you very much go back
I'm going to let her go in there.

A1l right.

A1l right. Didn't I send the first one

No, you sent her to the hall.

Bring her out. I can't keep up with
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Come on out, Ms.

Davis.

Let her out in the hallway.

A1l right.

Next up is Rhonda Griffin, Number 64.

RHONDA GRIFFIN, was duly sworn

THE COURT:

Ms. Griffin, the reason I wanted to

talk to you a 1ittle bit further, I think you told us

something about being a former law enforcement officer; is

that right?

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
in law enforcement?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

for.

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

in New York?

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes.

And how long ago was that.
2016, I retired.
Not that Tong then. How long were you
20 years.
20 years. And who all did you work

New York City correction officer.

I see. Not anybody local here, but up
Yes.
Okay. So would that -- you know the

fact that you worked in law enforcement 1like that, do you

think that would influence you, you know, in any way if you

were seated as a juror in this case? Would that be a fact

that would lead you one way or the other as far as this
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case is concerned?

THE JUROR: No, sir, I was subpoenaed before on
different cases.

THE COURT: Okay. You think you could be fair and
impartial to both sides in this case?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: So the fact that you worked in law
enforcement, that would not lead you to, you know, think
that the Taw enforcement officer's testimony is worth,
automatically worth more than somebody else's testimony?
You 1ook at everybody individually?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Okay. Any questions you want to ask
her?

MR. COOPER: No, sir.

THE COURT: Any questions you want to ask her?

MR. HAYES: Judge, I would just ask more about the
relationship or how did she know the victim in the case.

THE COURT: I didn't know about that.

Did you say you knew the, I can't remember the
name - -

MR. HAYES: Jeffcoat.

THE COURT: Did you say you know her?

THE JUROR: Oh, just by going in the store.

THE COURT: Just by seeing her in the store. What
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store is that?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
MR. HAYES:

fair and impartial,
THE COURT:

favor?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

CVs.

I'm sorry?

CVs.

CVS Drugstore?

Yes.

Okay. Any other questions?

Would that influence her ability to be
Judge?

You feel like you ought to rule in her

No.

Again, you could be fair and impartial?
Yes.

All right. Anything else?

No, sir.

Thank you thank you very much.

We'll let her go in the hall also.

Number 68, Richard Hallman.

RICHARD HALLMAN, was duly sworn

THE COURT:

A1l right. Mr. Hallman, you told me,

again, told me something about reading about this case, you

think, in a newspaper.

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

On social media.

Actually social media. Not the
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old-fashioned newspaper. Tell me what you read about it.

THE JUROR: That somebody broke into Brad's house.

THE COURT: That's -- you read that somebody broke
into the Jeffcoat's house?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did it name who it was or anything.

THE JUROR: I don't think so, no.

THE COURT: Okay. So you just -- all you really --
your knowledge is that it was on social media that somebody
broke into this home?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Anything else that you know about it?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: Of course, the question is whether or
not you could be a fair and impartial juror 1in regard to
this case. In other words, you're going to hear testimony
from the State that they think proves that he's guilty.
You're going to probably hear -- of course, the burden of
proof is always on the State, as I said, to convince you
and the other members of the jury that he's guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt. Do you think he's guilty just because
he's been charged?

THE JUROR: I don't know, sir. I'd have to -- I'd
have pray about it.

THE COURT: I'm sorry.
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THE JUROR: I said 1'd have to pray about it and
let the Lord help me with my decision, I guess.

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much for
that answer. We'll let you have a seat on that front row
next to that lady right there, if you would, stay right
there.

A1l right. Next is Number 110, Faron Mixon.

FARON MIXON, was duly sworn

THE COURT: Thank you.

A1l right. Ms. Mixon, the reason I wanted to talk
to you a little further, you indicated, I believe, that you
had had three break ins, burglaries at your home, whatever
you want to call them at your home; is that right?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: In the last few years.

THE JUROR: First in 2012, right after I had my
first child. Two years later, two years later.

THE COURT: Okay. A1l right. So I can understand
how that would be upsetting and everything. I mean I had,
one time I had someone break, you know, come in my house
and that upset me. It upset my wife a lot more than me.
But anyway, so I'm kind of used to hearing about these kind
of things.

Anyway, what I want to know is, basically, would

that fact, the fact that you've had those burglaries, would
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that make you more 1ikely to convict somebody whose been
accused of that, you know, or could you be a fair and
impartial juror, you know, inspite of the fact that you've
had those incidents in your 1ife?

THE JUROR: I would want to be fair, but it would
be very hard for me to be fair.

THE COURT: Al11 right. I appreciate your honesty.
You have a seat there on the front row, if you would.

A1l right. Number 117.

117 is 0'Berry, Brittany O0'Berry, excuse me,

BRITTANY O'BERRY, was duly sworn

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you, Ms. O'Berry.

The reason I wanted to ask you some more questions, you can
stay right there. That's all right. I believe you said,
one of your answers to my questions and everything was that
you knew Mr. Chestnut; I believe that's right --

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did you make that note -- tell me about
that again. You know, how do you know him?

THE JUROR: I went to school with him. Me and his
sister, we were classmates. I also know his mom. My aunt
is his mom's cousin, so we are family.

THE COURT: Okay. The point of all these questions
and asking and everything is to find out whether or not you

would be a fair and impartial both to the State and to the
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defendant, you know, inspite of the fact that you know him
and the relationship of the families and that sort of
thing. Can you be fair and impartial to both the State and
the defendant in sitting as a juror in this case? What's
your answer to that?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: You don't think you can?

THE JUROR: No, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you very much for
your honesty. We'll have you have a seat on that front row
right out there. Just have a seat out there with those
other people in the courtroom in that front row.

That was number, what ever it is, O0'Berry.

THE CLERK: 117,

THE COURT: O'Berry, 117.

A1l right. Let's see, Okeller Ransom.

THE CLERK: That's number 128.

OKELLER RANSOM, was duly sworn

THE COURT: They also tell you to put your left
hand on the Bible and raise your right, but either one
works with me. Either one is just as good.

Okay. Al1 right. Let's see, Ms. Ransom, you
answered the question about -- you said something about
that y'all -- you've been a victim of a burglary before, I

believe that's what I wrote down. Is that correct?
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THE JUROR: Yes, it is.

THE COURT: How Tong ago was that?

THE JUROR: I think 2007.

THE COURT: Al11 right. And of course this case
involves a charge of burglary and so the reason I'm asking
you more and want to talk to you a bit further is, you
know, would the fact that you have had this burglary in
your 1ife, would that be very important to you in judging
whether or not the State has met the burden of proof of
proving him guilty or not beyond a reasonable doubt, or
could you be fair and impartial inspite of the fact that
you've had this burglary in your 1ife?

THE JUROR: I think it would -- being that it
happened to me and the way that it happened to me, it would
cause me to...

THE COURT: You think it would influence you in
this case then?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Al11 right. I appreciate your honesty
in regard to that and I'11 let have a seat out there on
that front row out there.

132, Anthony Rice.

THE COURT: Okay. Let him swear you in, Mr. Rice.

ANTHONY RICE, was duly sworn
THE COURT: Al11 right. Mr. Rice, you told me, I
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believe that you were a neighbor to Mr. Chestnut that you
live three doors down from where he lives; is that right?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. And so now I want to go a little
further in regard to this. I've asked you about being, you
know, about him being, you having any bias or prejudice or
whether or not you could be fair and impartial, that sort
of thing, but being a neighbor of his is -- can be a pretty
important fact. So what I want to know is, you know, would
you automatically, you know, regardless of what the
testimony was that comes in during the trial, would you
favor him or be against him or whatever based on the fact
that y'all are neighbors?

THE JUROR: I'11 be honest with it.

THE COURT: What's your honest answer to that.

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Yes, what.

THE JUROR: I would be honest with him.

THE COURT: You would be honest with him. You
could disregard the fact that y'all are neighbors and make
a decision based on the testimony as you find it and the
law from this Court?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: So you wouldn't favor the State, you

wouldn't be in favor of him, you wouldn't be against the
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State. You wouldn't be against him?

THE JUROR: Right.

THE COURT: You'd listen to the testimony, make
your decision based on an honest evaluation of the
testimony and evidence; is that right?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Any questions y'all want to
ask him?

MR. COOPER: No, sir.

THE COURT: Any questions y'all want to ask him,

MR. HAYES: How long have they been neighbors?

THE COURT: How long have y'all been, how long have
you known --

THE JUROR: 1I've been there 17 years.

THE COURT: 17 years. How long would say you've
known about him?

THE JUROR: They been there before I been there.

THE COURT: Before you. So he was a young person
when you first met him and everything?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Anything else?

MR. HAYES: No, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much. You
can go back in the jury room then. Or out in the hallway.

Out in the hallway.
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ATl right. Ronnie Salley, 136.
RONNIE SALLEY, was duly sworn

THE COURT: Mr. Sally, you answered some questions
that I asked, I don't remember exactly what it was, but
something you said, you said something about you've been
shot at by somebody that was trying to do something at your
property or something like that.

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Could you tell me about that?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir, 1:30 at night, I was locking
the door and I Tooked through to the door and the neighbors
was sitting on my wife's car, so I asked him what's he
doing out there. He kept looking to me and looking to the
side.

So I asked my wife, I said get my stuff. So by the
time I went and got my stuff, and cocked it, and went to
the back door, they shot at me, pow pow. So I backed up
and called the police and the police officer said, you
should have shot him. I said -- he did a report, but
nothing happened.

THE COURT: Didn't find out who it was or anything?

THE JUROR: Well, the neighbor said it was --

THE COURT: Well, don't go into that.

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: Nothing else happened as far as that's
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concerned then?

THE JUROR: No, prior to that, a couple of years
back, I had my house broke in and somebody stole a radio
out of my house.

THE COURT: I see, I see. Okay. AIll right. You
didn't get -- where did the bullet go.

THE JUROR: I don't know, they found two 40 caliber
shell cases in my backyard. I didn't see any scratches on
the house or anything 1like that, but...

THE COURT: Maybe just fired up in the air.

THE JUROR: It sounded Tike a cannon.

THE COURT: Shook you up pretty good.

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Well, what this case is -- I don't
think this case is about any shooting or anything like
that, but it's about a burglary. The State claims that he
committed burglary at this house here in Bamberg County,
but we're wanting to know, would this incident, what's
happened yo you in the past, would that influence you in
deciding whether the State has met its burden of proof in
this case.

Now, would you be against or in favor of either
side of the other because of that?

THE JUROR: Any time there's burglaries and stuff

like that, but if it's -- I feel, okay, somebody try to
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steal something from me, you know, I lean to one side, you
know.

THE COURT: So you think you would favor the State
in this case just based on what's happened to you in the
past. Is that fair to say?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: I don't want to put words in your
mouth.

THE JUROR: I understand. Something I work hard
for and somebody stealing, it would take --

THE COURT: The question is whether the State
proves that he did it or not.

THE JUROR: I understand.

THE COURT: But you think that you maybe would be
leaning more to the State and not be fair if you had to be
a juror on this case?

THE JUROR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: AT11 right. I appreciate your honesty
then in regards to it. I will Tet you have a seat out
there on the first row, if you would.

THE CLERK: Number 136.

THE COURT: Ready? A1l right.

To recap, it lTooks 1ike I have excused Number 13.
Of course, I've already said I've excused Number 59; I've

excused Number 60 -- I'm not sure what that is,
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Mr. Hallman.

THE CLERK: 68.

THE COURT: Al11 right. 68. Number 110, I believe
that is.

THE CLERK: Mixon.

THE COURT: Mixon. Number 117, O'Berry; Number
118, Ransom.

THE CLERK: 128,

THE COURT: 128, Ransom. And Number 136, is that
it?

THE CLERK: Salley.

THE COURT: And then, of course, I'd already
excused Number 159 and 168.

So that leave us with how many?

THE CLERK: 37.

THE COURT: 37. That's still enough hopefully.

THE CLERK: Yes, sir, we need 31.

THE COURT: Al1 right. Anything else before we
bring the jury in and pick the jury.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, could we take a quick 5
minute bathroom break.

THE COURT: Sure:

A1l right. Now, the people that we have still
seated out here that I've excused, I can let y'all go at

this time and ask them to call back after six o'clock. 1Is
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that correct, Mr. Clerk?

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Make sure they have the number.

Call back after six o'clock and find out whether
you need to come back raise your hand if you need the
number.

Give them the number, Mr. Hires.

After y'all get your number and everything and
understand what you're supposed to do, call back in this
evening after six o'clock to receive a recorded message
about coming back or whatever. Thank you very much, you're
free to go once you get a number.

A1l right. Now y'all can take a 5 minute break and
we can go ahead and get the list for them.

MR. EMMER: Your Honor, you want to bring jury on
in?

THE COURT: Yes.

MS. ALVES: Judge, there are three people that you
have excused who are still outside the door.

THE COURT: Which ones?

MS. ALVES: 59, 168, and 158.

THE COURT: 59 --

MS. ALVES: 168.

THE COURT: 159 and 168.

MS. ALVES: Yes, sir.
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THE COURT: That's all right. 1'11 deal with them
when we get back.

Let's see, wait just a second. Let me ask you to
bring in Number 168, Washington, Number 159, Thurman --

And what was the next one?

MS. ALVES: 59 is Glover.

THE COURT: Glover, yeah.

Glover, Thurman, and Washington.

THE BAILIFF: A1l right.

THE COURT: Let's see, what's your name?

THE JUROR: Tiesha Washington.

THE COURT: Washington, okay.

And your name?

THE JUROR: Ashley Thurman.

THE COURT: Thurman, okay.

We're waiting on Glover. I'm looking for Glover.

Okay. Good, we got Mr. Glover; is that right?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: We've got Ms. Thurman and
Ms. Washington. A1l right. I've excused y'all from this
case and everything based on your answers and all. And
Mr. Glover, I believe you have some pending business before
this Court; 1is that right?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So that's why I'm excusing you; from
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serving on the jury in this case.

So the three of y'all are free to go and
Mr. Glover, you're free for the rest of the week, but the
two Tadies and all because of your pending business with
the Court, but you two ladies. I want y'all to get a
telephone number from the clerk here and y'all call back
after six o'clock today to get a recorded message about
coming back tomorrow or the next day or whatever. So
you're free to go today. You can go out this door here.
You're free to go today, but call in this evening after six
o'clock.

Mr. Glover, you don't have to call. You don't have
to come back. Thank you for being here.

A1l right. It looks like we'll have time to do
opening statements and then break for Tunch. Is that how
y'all would Tike to do that?

MR. COOPER: Whatever you want, Judge.

THE COURT: Come on up and get your 1ists.

We'll probably take a Tunch break and do the
openings after that then.

MR. COOPER: It is after twelve.

THE COURT: Yeah, it's after twelve now. I'11l give
y'all time to look over that.

A1l right. Bring the jury on iin.

(The jury pool entered the courtroom.)
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THE COURT: All right. I believe we have all the
jury back with us now. I appreciate your patience and all.
Some Counties have big jury assembly rooms and all where I
can manage the jury that way by using the jury assembly
room. Here we don't have that. We just have the hallway.
I appreciate your cooperation, though in going out there
and letting me deal with the lawyers and talk about things
here that are not related to the case exactly, for you to
be Tistening on while I'm doing that with the lawyers,
sometimes I have to have some conversations with them and
things you don't need to be exposed to. So that's what
we've been doing for the last 30 minutes or so.

Now, we've gotten to where everybody that's seated
out there is qualified, I think, to serve on the jury.
I've got all your names. We've got a list. I've got your
-- the lawyers now have the 1list of names that have been
drawn to possibly serve on the jury and I'm going to give
them a little while to look over the 1list and then there's
a procedure that we'll follow, now we're down to 31
people --

No, sir, how many do we have?

THE CLERK: 37.

JURY SELECTION
THE COURT: 37 that are still out there that are

potentially qualified jurors in this case and I'm going to
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have the lawyers Took at this list a little bit and then
we'll follow a procedure to pick the actual twelve jurors
and one alternate juror will asked to be seated as the
trial jury in this case.

So bear with us a 1ittle bit more while the Tawyers
are looking over the Tist and then we'll proceed to pick
the actual twelve, plus one alternate to hear this case.

So bear with us a 1ittle while longer. We'll get it done
just as soon as we can.

Let me interrupt your -- Lawyers, listen to me just
a minute. I'm going do go ahead, I told you, I think I
told you -- and I will do this, I'm going to go ahead and
call out the names on this list that we have and that is
all -- actually it's been narrowed down to 31 now and all,
but so I'm going to call out the names on that 1ist and
have them stand briefly so you can put a face with the name
on the 1list.

So pay attention if you want to, I'm going to call
out the names of the people and all and you remember I told
you, you know, I'm going to call your name --

So members of the jury, if I call your name, if you
would, please, stand from where you're seated, this just
allows the lawyers to put a name and a face together. You
know, they don't know y'all, y'all don't know them, you

know. That will give them an opportunity look at you, see
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the names and everything, for what that's worth.

So I'm going to ask the first one, if you would,
stand, and you know, just mentally count to five, one, two,
three, four, five, and then you can sit back down, all
right? So if you would cooperate with us, give the Tawyers
a chance to put a face with the name on the Tlist.

This is Number 61, Lillie Gordon.

If you would, please stand, Ms. Gordon. Thank you
very much.

Rhonda Griffin

THE CLERK: 64.

THE COURT: We don't need the numbers. Let me do
it. That's all right.

Number -- well, just Latria Anderson, thank you.

Sara Griffith, Peter Boineau. Thank you.

Dondra Glover, Valerie Carrigg, Sylvia Irons, April
Aikens, Kathy Lyons, Sally Crosby, Pamela Toomer, Donna
Hindman, Anne Linder, William Priester, Austin Jones, John
Jennings, Beverly Holman, Tracie Davis, Shandika Stroman,
Lenell Raysor, Mary Brant, Charles Birt, Devon Furr,
Margaret Wheeler, Gregg Clark, Steve Cornforth, Lucas
Huggins, Karen Johnson, John Johnson, Kristi Sease.

A1l right.

THE JUROR: My name wasn't called.

THE COURT: I'm sorry.
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THE JUROR: Marion Seymore.

THE COURT: Okay. I didn't call everybody's name.

THE JUROR: Oh. I thought you did.

THE COURT: That's all right. I appreciate you
letting me know.

There are a few of you out there that are not on
the Tist now. If your name wasn't called, you're not on
the perspective 1ist at this point. Breathe a sigh of
relief or whatever, if you want to.

If your name wasn't called, don't go out and buy a
lottery ticket this week.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Let's pick the jury. Y'all
can talk a Tittle bit more as we go along, if you need to,
but let's get started with picking the jury.

A1l right. Now give me your attention. All right.
Will the State accept or excuse Number 1? Will the State
accept or excuse Juror Number 17

MR. COOPER: State accepts.

THE COURT: Defendant?

MR. HAYES: We would excuse.

THE COURT: A1l right. Would the State accept or
excuse Juror Number 27

MR. COOPER: State accepts.

THE COURT: Defendant?
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MR. HAYES: Please excuse Number 2.

THE COURT: Number 3.

MR. COOPER: State accepts.

MR. HAYES: Please seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A11 right. Number 4,

MR. COOPER: State would excuse this juror.

THE COURT: By the way members of the jury panel,
the number that you hear called out in no way corresponds
to a juror number, so don't try to figure out if they're
talking about you by the numbers we use. It does not
correspond. These numbers are numbers that have been
assigned by the computer down here. We do this all by
computer at this point. So the numbers don't correspond to
anything that you've heard before.

A1l right. Number 5, State?

MR. COOPER: State accepts.

THE COURT: Defendant.

MR. HAYES: Please seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Number 6.

MR. COOPER: State accepts.

MR. HAYES: Please seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Number 7.

MR. COOPER: Please excuse the juror.

THE COURT: That's the second for the State. ATl

right.
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Number 8.

MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.
MR.
THE
MR.

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES:
COURT:

COOPER:

HAYES::
COURT:

COOPER:

Please accept the juror.
Please excuse the juror,
Number 97

Please accept the juror.
Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
Number 107

Please accept the juror.
Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
Number 117

Please accept the juror.
Please excuse the juror, Your Honor.
Number 127

Please accept the juror.

Please excuse the juror, Your Honor,
Number 137

Please excuse this juror.

Number 147

Please accept this juror.

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
157

Please accept this juror.

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
Number 167

Please accept this juror.
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MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

MR. COOPER:

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

MR. COOPER:

THE COURT:
State.
Number 197

MR. COOPER:

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

MR. COOPER:

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

MR. COOPER:

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

MR. COOPER:

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
177

Please accept this juror.

Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.
187

Please excuse this juror.

A1l right. We've got four for the

Please accept this juror.

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
207

Please accept this juror.

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
217

Please accept this juror.

Please seat the juror, Your Honor.
227

Please accept this juror.

Please seat this juror, Your Honor.

A1l right. I believe that's twelve.

Everybody agree? We've got twelve.

MR. HAYES:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir.

A1l right. We'll proceed now to pick

an alternate, one strike and two strikes. The State accept
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or excuse Juror Number 23 as an alternate?

MR. COOPER: State would accept?

THE COURT: Defendant?

MR. HAYES: Please seat the juror, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A11 right, sir. I believe that's it,
then. Twelve jurors and one alternate.

A1l right. 1I'm going to call out the numbers I
have serving. Everybody check your roles and make sure I
have recorded this correctly. We have serving Number 3,
Number 5, Number 6, Number 9, Number 10, Number 14, 15, 16,
19, 20, 21, 22 those are the twelve regular jurors; and 23
as the alternate. Everybody agree on that?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. Mr. Clerk, you want to call
them out or you want me to call them out.

THE CLERK: It doesn't matter.

THE COURT: I'11 let the clerk call you forward.
If your name is called, bring any personal belongings you
may have. Come down here and have a seat over here in the
jury box.

THE CLERK: Karen Johnson; Steve Cornforth, Gregg
Clark, Charles Birt, Mary Brant. Beverly Holman, John
Jennings, Austin Jones, Donna Hindman, Pamela Toomer, Sally
Crosby, Kathy Lyons. The alternate will be April Aikens.

THE COURT: Al11 right. The first thing I'm going
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to ask this jury to do is, if you would, come out of the
jury box right there and go through that door into the jury
room, I'11 be back with you in just a few minutes. If you
would, the jury in there, please.

(The jury left the courtroom at 12:33 p.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. We have the jury out now
and the door is closed. Any challenge to the jury as it is
presently constituted by from the State?

MR. COOPER: No challenges from the State.

THE COURT: From the defendant?

MR. HAYES: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A11 right. Thank you very much. And
all the members of the jury panel that are still sitting in
the audience, I can release you at this time. You should
have, if you haven't already gotten it, we need to give
these people a telephone number for you to call in this
evening after six o'clock to receive a recorded message
about coming back tomorrow, calling back, or whatever. So
you're free to go. I'd would be glad to have you stay with
us if you want to observe the trial of this case today, but
you don't have to. You're free to go. Call that number
this evening after six o'clock to receive a recorded
message about coming back, calling back, or whatever.

That's the jury panel, thank you very much, you're

free to go.
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(The jury pool left the courtroom.)

THE COURT: Al11 right, sir. I think the best thing
to do is take a lunch break and then we'll come back with
y'all's opening statements after lunch, okay?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's bring the jury in. It's 12:30,
we'll be back at two.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 12:37 p.m.)

THE COURT: AT1 right. You can go ahead and be
distributing the notepads to the jury.

(The jury members received notepads from the
clerk.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Every juror has a notepad
and a pen. I'd ask the clerk to go ahead and swear the
jury.

(The jury was sworn at 12:38 p.m.)

THE COURT: Thank you. The jury's been sworn and
every juror now has a notepad and a pen.

OPENING REMARKS BY THE COURT

THE COURT: I do allow jurors to take notes during
the trial. Some people don't think that's a very good
idea. Some people think it may distract you from what is
actually being said and done here in the presentation of

the testimony and evidence to you. If you do take notes,
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do not allow your note taking to distract you. Notes are
to be used only as memory aids. Notes are not entitled to
any greater weight than the recollection and impression of
each juror as to what the testimony or evidence actually
was. Those are your notes and your notes only. No one
will be looking at them, checking on them, anything of that
sort.

At the conclusion of the trial, I'd ask you to tear
off the notes that you've made, take them with you, tear
them up, whatever you want to do. As I said, those are
your notes and your notes only. And notes are not entitled
to any greater weight than the recollection or the
impression of each juror as to what the testimony or
evidence actually was.

The oath that you just took was an oath whereby you
swore you would decide this case based on the testimony and
the evidence that was being presented to you from this
witness chair and my instruction to you on the Taw. I
really don't know much more about this case at this point
in time than you do. Al1 I know is what I told you earlier
and that's what I read from this piece of paper, which we
call an indictment. It's never proof of the facts or the
claims that are made in the indictment, it's just the
formal way that we have of notifying a person of what

charge they are to face, what the State is claiming in
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regard to this case.

And in this case, as I told you, the State claims
that he did on or about December 6, 2018, Mr. Randy D.
Chestnut over here that I introduced to you, they claim
that he went in the dwelling of Debbie Jeffcoat without
permission and with the intent to commit a crime once he
got in there. That's called burglary. That's the way we
define burglary in this State, in the State of South
Carolina. That he committed the crime of burglary, and
this case is called burglary in the first degree.

Now, he said, I'm not guilty of that charge. As I
said, that places the burden of proving him guilty on the
State. A person is never required to prove himself
innocent. The burden of proof is on the State to convince
you by the evidence presented here in court that he's
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

The real question that you'll answer at the
conclusion of this case when you go back in the jury room
for the twelve of you to deliberate, that's exactly what
the question will be, has the State met the burden of proof
of proofing Mr. Chestnut guilty of this crime that they've
charged him with in this case beyond a reasonable doubt.

Keep in mind what your job is going to be at the
conclusion of this case.

Now, we've just about taken up the morning, we have
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taken up the morning with the selection of the jury in this
case. We're going to take a lunch break now and then we'll
come back and we'll hear from the, the opening statements
from the State and from the defense. That's the first
thing we'll do. The Tawyers will explain a Tittle bit more
about this case, what the State claims and any response to
that claim by the defendant.

That's not evidence; that's not evidence. The only
testimony and evidence will be coming from this witness
chair, people who come up here and tell you what they know
about this case. The State will call all the witnesses
that they wish for you to hear from and then the defense
has an opportunity to call any witness, if he wishes to
call any witnesses.

As I said, he doesn't have to prove he's innocent.
The burden of proof is on the State to prove him guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt. That's the way we go about
hearing and that's the way we go about Tearning about this
case. Opening statements, witnesses, then we'll have
closing arguments then I'11 explain to you more fully what
your duties and responsibilities are as a jury in this case
and you'll deliberate and you'll answer the question, has
the State met the burden of proof in this case.

Now, I'm going to let you go the lunch. You've

already been sworn as the jury in this case. You cannot
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discuss the case even among yourselves until you've heard
all the testimony, all of the evidence has been presented,
you've heard the closing arguments, you've had my
instructions on the Taw. That's when you'll discuss the
case amongst yourselves. And certainly don't talk with
anyone else outside of this courtroom about the case.
You're on the jury. If somebody says something to you,
wants to stop you, wants to talk to you or whatever, in so
far as this 1is concerned, you let them know you're on the
jury. Don't talk to them. Anybody tries to do that, tries
to influence you in any way except through the testimony
and evidence that comes from this witness stand, you let me
know about it and I'11 deal with them after that.

So no one should influence you 1in your decision in
this case except through the testimony, except through the
evidence presented and then your deliberations, the twelve
of you after the conclusion of everything that's been
presented to you and you're in the privacy of the jury
room.

So that instruction goes throughout this trial.
Keep that in mind. Now, one other thing. Sometimes I'T]
appoint a foreperson of the jury, other times I let the
jury elect a foreperson. I'm going to let you elect your
foreperson. When you come back after Tunch, y'all just sit

down in the jury room and -- well, actually there's another
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door where they can come in and go out -- L'm going to ask
you do that right now. Go back in the jury room and talk
about it and decide who you want to be your spokesperson.
Really the vote of the foreperson of the jury counts no
more than anybody else's vote, all the foreperson does is
he or she presides over your deliberations at the end of
the case when you're considering your verdict, gets the
discussion going, keeps it on track, tries to help out in
regard to discussion of the case and also if there's any
need for you as a jury to communicate with me about any
matter during the course of the trial, the foreperson will
be the jury spokesperson for that purpose. So elect a
presiding officer, somebody to preside over your
deliberations and when you do that you can then leave and
go to Tunch and be back in here at two o'clock.

Come into the jury room, not in --

They can come in through a door out there --

Is that the best way for them to come in?

THE CLERK: They can come up the back steps.

THE COURT: Come in -- they'll show you how to get
in and out. You don't need to come in the courtroom (sic).
Reassemble in the courtroom by two o'clock. We'll get
started just as soon as we can after that.

So with that I'11 let you go. Leave your notepad,

put your name on your notepad if you haven't already done
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so. Leave your notepads in the jury room, bring them back

with you after lunch.

custody?

Let the jury get out.
(The jury left the courtroom at 12:46 p.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. And Mr. Chestnut, is he in

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: He is. So he'll remain with us then

over the Tunch break then and we'll be back at two o'clock.

I appreciate your cooperation.

taken me to pick a jury in I don't know when. Small

Counties have a lot of things.

those issues that came up in picking this jury.

with us

jury.

Thank you for your cooperation. Two o'clock.
(A recess for lunch was observed.)
THE COURT: Al11 right. We have Mr. Chestnut back

and the attorneys are present and we have all the

Bring the jury in.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 2:06 p.m.)
THE COURT: Al11 right. We have all the jury.
Did you select a foreperson? You're it?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Tell me your name.

THE JUROR: Gregg Clark.

It's about as Tong as it's

You don't usually have all
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THE COURT: Clark?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. I see you on the 1list here,

THE JUROR: 32.

THE COURT: ATl right. Good. And that is the seat
that we reserve for the foreperson.

And then the alternate juror back there, Ms. Aiken,
that's your seat.

The rest of you are free to sit anywhere in this
jury box you wish to sit. We don't have any reserved seats
other than the foreperson sits there, the alternate sits
back there. So when you come in, you know, you can pick
out a seat if you want to for your particular seat or, you
know, you can sit anywhere you want to. There's no
reserved seats other than the foreperson and the alternate
back there.

A1l right. The jury has been sworn and we'll now
proceed with opening statements from the State. Go right
ahead.

OPENING STATEMENTS

MR. COOPER: May it please the Court, Your Honor,
Counsel, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this case is
about a burglary. It's about a burglary. On December 6th

of 2018 , the young lady right there on that

front row, was coming home from school. As she drove to
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, Which is her home, she drove around to

2|l the backyard and went towards the back door, as she always
3|| does. But something was off. Something was different.

4|l The back door was open. And this panicked her because she
5|| knew that her parents always kept it dead bolted and

6|| Tocked.

7 She was flustered and she ran to the CVS pharmacy
8|l where her mom, Debbie Jeffcoat works and together they

9|| called 9-1-1 and went back out to the scene, their home, to
10| meet law enforcement.
11 When they met Taw enforcement, the first thing they
12]| did was explain what happened and then they provided law
13|| enforcement with security video footage. This crime was
14|| captured on video. And you're going to see that video

15|| today. And they're going to explain to you why they had
16]| security video, but this video shows two things. It's
17|| really in two different files. And the first video,

18|| because the camera is motion activated, the first video
19|| shows someone who looks 1like the defendant, albeit, you
20|| cannot positively identify him from this video, it's poor
21|| quality. But it shows that person breaking into the door
22|l and going into this house at_ in Denmark,
23|l South Carolina.
24 The camera cuts off. The camera cuts back on and

25| it shows the subject running out holding a 65 inch
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television. 1It's a big flat screen TV. It wasn't easy to
carry, but he did. It also showed something of interest.
It show that had the person committing this crime had on
gloves. And later in this trial, you're going to
understand why that's important.

But the truth of the matter is, after December 6,
this case was at a dead end. As I stated earlier, you
couldn't identify the person in the video. It's grainy,
it's from a distance. It's a wide angle lens. So the
video Tooks 1ike it's further than it actually is. But you
can see the crime being committed. And there's no doubt
that a burglary was committed by the person on that video.

But 1ike I said earlier, the crime ceased to be an
active investigation until Lieutenant Quan Linder of the
Denmark Police Department was contacted by the chief of
North Police Department. He told Ms. Linder that she
needed to speak with one of his officers.

MR. HAYES: Objection, hearsay.

THE COURT: 1I'11 deal with that.

But you can go ahead with your opening statement,
just move on from that and what he did.

MR. COOPER: Chief Shirer of the North Police
Department contacted Quan Linder. Quan Linder, as a result
of that went and met with Ms., Officer Anita Chestnut. As

a result of that, Lieutenant Linder still didn't believe
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£

that she had enough to get a warrant and she was right.

It wasn't until December 19th, 2018 when the man
sitting right over here, Randy Chestnut, walked up to her
patrol car while she was on routine patrol and he confessed
that he had committed this crime. He confessed that he had
committed this crime. He confessed to this burglary.

Now, that confession is not video recorded either,
but you're going to hear a good explanation from Lieutenant
Linder why it was not. She was on routine patrol. She
wasn't actively investigating anything.

You're also going to hear testimony from Mr. Kar]l
Schultz, who is retired from the Orangeburg Department of
Public Safety. He's a fingerprint expert. You see while
Lieutenant Linder was processing this crime scene, she
actually found a fingerprint on the doorknob of the door
that was busted into by the person on that video. She
collected that Tatent print. She sent it to the Orangeburg
Department of Public Safety for processing. There was no
value for comparison.

However, while this investigation was taking place,
before the results came back from that Tatent print, Mr.
Chestnut made a phone call from the Bamberg jail. That
phone call was recorded. And you're going to hear that
phone call. And in that phone call he says something

that's really interesting. I would even call it a second
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confession. He says, I know the fingerprint isn't going to
be mine because I had on gloves. And there ain't no case
against me because the conversation with Lieutenant Linder
wasn't even recorded.

Now, this case is going to take several witnesses.
I'm not exactly sure how many, but you're going to hear
testimony from that stand and you're going to have evidence
that we submit through those witnesses, hopefully presented
to you, and there's going to be times where pieces of their
answers or what they say or some of that evidence, there's
going to be times when it doesn't quite make since. I just
ask that you pay attention throughout the trial because
they work and sometimes we have to call witnesses out of
what I would call chronological order, you know.

This case is 1ike a puzzle. You are not going to
be able to Tisten to one witness and know that the
defendant is guilty. The burden of proof on us. We're the
State of South Carolina, sitting right here at this table.
And we have to prove to you beyond a reasonable doubt of
the defendant's guilt. But each of those witnesses, their
testimony, this evidence that you're going to see, those
are all pieces of the puzzle and it's going to be your job
as jurors to put these pieces of the puzzle together.

And I am positive that once you review everything

and once you have seen the entire case, there is going to
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be no doubt in your mind that the defendant is guilty of
burglary in the first degree. And at the end of this trial
I'm going to come back and ask that you return such a
verdict of guilty. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Mr. Hayes.

MR. HAYES: May it please the Court, Mr. Cooper,
ladies and gentlemen, you're here for a jury trial. And as
the State in his opening explained to you it is a puzzle.
You're going to hear from multiple witnesses, you may have
items of evidence introduced and put into the record and
from that is what you're going to derive what y'all believe
the story to be. And then y'all will listen to the law as
the judge will instruct.

Now, I'm not here to tell you there wasn't a
burglary. Y'all are going to see it on film. Can't argue
that. But what we can argue is they have to prove who did
it. Can the State beyond a reasonable doubt prove to you
that the individual, my client, that they're claiming did
it, is that person. And they have to do it beyond a
reasonable doubt. And as the State indicates to you in his
opening, there wasn't a whole 1ot to this case.

Now, there's a quote from Colin Powell years ago
and I can't remember the exacts of it, but it was something

to the nature like this, Sometimes the home gets complacent
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and sometime the visitors have to come and the visitors
then have to make the home team bring it. In this case
that's the State. They're the home team. We are the
visitors.

Your job is to make sure that they bring it. That
I have bring to you everything that they're telling you
they're going to bring. Bring to you the evidence that you
require to be beyond a reasonable doubt.

You also are the judge of the facts. Your Honor is
judge of the law. As that, you will decide credibility.
And I believe this judge is going to instruct you in the
end, you can believe one witness, you can believe some of
every witness, or you can believe none of them., That being
said, that means that you can listen to somebody and
totally disregard what they say. You can listen to
somebody and you can take everything that they say as true,
or you can say I don't believe this part and I don't
believe this part; but I believe this, and I believe that
and that's what you put together from each witness.

I agree with the solicitor that this is a puzzle
and that you're going to have to pay close attention to
every witness.

Ladies and gentlemen, at the end of the trial, I'm
going to come back to you and I'm going ask you about it.

I'm going to tell you what I took from it and I'm going to
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- Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer

ask you for a not guilty.
THE COURT: Call your first witness.
MR. EMMER: Thank you, Your Honor, the State calls
S
, was duly sworn,

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. EMMER:
Q SH. can you please state your name for the

court and spell it out?

v SN S
Q how old are you?

A I'm16.

Q And where do you currently 1ive?

A

I live on _, Denmark, South

Carolina, in Bamberg County.

Q And how long have you lived there?

A Probably about 7 years, I would say.

Q You live with your parents?

A I do.

Q What are their names?

A Robert Brad Jeffcoat and Debbie Jeffcoat.

Q You live in Denmark. You go to Bamberg County
schools?

A I do not.

Q Which school do you go to?
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- Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer

A Orangeburg Preparatory.

Q And what grade are you in?

A I'm in tenth grade.

Q You have any extracurricular activities you like to
do there?

A I don't participate in sports, but I do have a job

that I go to after school from Monday to Thursday.

Q What's your job?
A I tutor two Tittle girls from the Tower campus.
Q December of last year, were you taking part in any

school activities?
I was, I was working by then.

You were working by then?

A

Q

A Yes.
Q And that's that same job?

A Yes.

Q Do you remember an incident that occurred on

Thursday December 6th?

A I do.

Q 20187

A Yes.

Q And why do you remember that day?

A Because that was the day that the second robbery to

my home had been committed.

Q What exactly did you do that day?
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- Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer

A I came home and the way I drive, the way our house
sits is on the corner. So I drove to the road and I pulled
in to the backyard. And when you pull in, you can see our
kitchen window and you can kind of see our back door which
is a little bit covered by a bush, depending on the way you
park.

So I parked closer to where you couldn't see the
door completely, but I could tell that it was open. So I
pulled up a 1ittle bit more to see if it was open and it
was. And I just, immediately, I was so scared I didn't

know what do to, so I flew straight up to CVS.

Were you coming home from school or activity?
Activity.

And what time do you think you were coming back?
Probably 1ike 4:30'ish maybe.

Approximately?

Approximately.

What did you do after you saw the door was cracked?
I flew straight up to CVS.

Did you go inside?

To CVS?

No, into the house?

No, I did not, I didn't even get out of the car.

= =l 2 ==l = R - = =

Okay. When you got up to CVS -- and why are you
going to CVS again?
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- Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer e
A That's where my mom, Debbie Jeffcoat works.
Q And when you got there, what did you do?
A I parked my car and I just ran straight into CVS
back towards the pharmacy.
Q Did you go and tell your mom?
A I did. At first she wasn't there, she was in the
break room, so I told her co-workers and they paged her
from the intercom,
Q So you ultimately were able to speak with your
mother?
A Yes.
Q And what did she do? What did y'all do?
A We, she didn't even clock out. She -- we both got

in our vehicles and drove straight home and not only did we

call 9-1-1, but so did some of her co-workers.

Q Okay. You went back home, who did you meet there?
A Law enforcement, Lieutenant Linder.
Q Okay. Do you remember if law enforcement, they

began collecting evidence?

A Yes, Lieutenant Quan did.
Q Okay. What did you do after you got back home?
A I, I really didn't go inside until law enforcement

got there out of fear that there could still be somebody in
there because I don't think we had checked the security

yet. So I just waited until it was okay to go in there.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

125

125

- Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

Q Okay. And how has this incident affected you?
A It's been pretty rough because --

MR. HAYES: Objection, relevance.

THE COURT: Maybe ask her what did you do --

I agree with you. I sustain the objection.

You can tell about what you did there at the scene
there.

Anything further?
BY MR. EMMER:
Q Was there any video of this burglary?
A There is.
Q Okay. Have you had a chance to review that video?
A I have.
Q Were you able to identify who it was in that video?
A No, I am not.
Q Okay. Did I provide that video to law enforcement
or your mother?
A It was from my mom's phone, but I was the one who

e-mailed it to the cops because my mom wasn't entirely sure

how do that.

Q And this is one of those home security systems?
A It's Arlo, so yeah. Security.

Q No further questions. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any cross?
CROSS=EXAMINATION




126

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

126
Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

BY MR. HAYES:

Ms. Jeffcoat, do you know Randy Chestnut?

Not personally, no.

Do you know 1if your parents know him?

No, they do not.

Do you know 1if anybody owed Mr. Chestnut any money?
No.

You don't know or they didn't?

rF oo r o r o r P

I'm very close with my parents and they tell me a
lot that goes on regarding to out lives and, no, they do
not.

MR. HAYES: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, you can return to
your place in the courtroom.

Call your next witness.

MR. COOPER: State would call Ms. Debbie Jeffcoat.

DEBBIE JEFFCOAT, was duly sworn.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. COOPER:

Would you please state your name for the record?
Debra Ann Jeffcoat.

Ms. Jeffcoat, where do you 1live?

At I o Avenue as I call it.

It's called both, isn't it?

oo r o rFr o0

It is. Denmark, South Carolina, in Bamberg County.
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Okay. And where do you work?

CVS Pharmacy.

Who 1ives there with you?

My husband and my daughter.

And this is your full-time residence?

Correct.

Is this house in Bamberg County?

Yes.

How long have you and your family lived there?

Approximately seven to eight years.

o oo TP 0 r PO

Do you remember an incident that occurred on
December 6, 20187

A Yes.

Q Why do you remember that day?

A Because when my daughter came into the store where
I work, you could hear her hysterically crying and then
when they paged me, when I went back to the pharmacy,
because I work in the pharmacy, they are -- my co-workers
already knew what was going on. So she knew to come
immediately up there to me when she just said the back door
was open, I immediately just grabbed my keys and my boss
called 9-1-1 and we called 9-1-1 on the way out.

Q Once you were made aware of your home being
burglarized, what did you do?

A I told her to follow me home and I think they, Taw
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

enforcement arrived maybe four minutes after we got there.

Q Quickly?
A Quickly.
Q Do you recall who in law enforcement met you at

your residence?

A Lieutenant Quan and Chief Grimes both pulled up at
the same time.

Q Anybody else?

A Sheriff Darnell did come back maybe about 15, 20
minutes later, stayed while Lieutenant Quan was there.

Chief Grimes had to go to another call.

Q And did law enforcement begin collecting evidence?
A They did.

Q Did you actually witness what was collected by
chance or --

A We --

Q -- just saw that they were processing the scene?
A We offered what we thought needed -- what -- that

had happened prior to that, we had had a break in a week
earlier prior to this break in on the 6th of December and
when I mentioned this to Lieutenant Quan, asked her if it
was possible for her to take fingerprints as well in other
parts of the house that had been disturbed, so yes, we
offered her areas or objects to take that we found would

have had fingerprints on them.
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Q In regards to only the second incident, what
specifically was stolen from your home?

A Short of using the catchall phrase of everything,
but all jewelry --

Q If I may, on camera, what was stolen from your home
on December 6th?

A On the 6th, I'm sorry. My husband's 65 inch
television.

Q Okay. Do you have security footage or security
cameras up at your house?

A We do.

Q And why did you -- why do you have security cameras
around your house?

A Because we had been previously discussing what kind
of cameras since October. Our dog was shot and Taw
enforcement was called out that time, but they never
discovered who did that. We were in the process of
purchasing the cameras when we were burglarized on the 24th
of last year, which is a Saturday. And so then we had the
cameras bought and put up on December 5th, which is
Wednesday, the day before the second burglar occurred.

Q Did your cameras or did a camera capture anything
during the December 6th, 2018 incident?

A It shows an individual walking and jiggling and

jimmying the door, getting inside the door.
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

MR. HAYES: Objection, that's not in evidence yet.

THE COURT: Well, I can -- I'm going to let her
tell what she saw. Go ahead.

THE WITNESS: I see the individual enter and then
it cuts off because it's motion sensored.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q Can you also hear on it as well.

A If you're listening close enough, our dogs are
barking wildly and then the person comes back out, almost
as if they might know the cameras are there, I don't know,
I mean, we had just put them up. And then they just
abscond through the backyard.

Q Did the person that you saw on that security camera

have consent to go in your home?

A No.

Q Do you know the defendant in this case?

A I do not.

Q Have you ever met the defendant?

A I have not.

Q Talking about the video, can you positively

identify who it is committing this burglary?

A No, I cannot.
Q And why is that?
A I've never met the individual. I -- the quality of

the video, I mean, I don't --
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Q It's not a high definition video, is that a fair
statement?

A I need to get a new security system in.

Q Who put up the cameras?

A My husband did.

Q Did you help him in any way?

A We discussed location. A friend had to help with

the ladder and his truck. There's three cameras involved.

Q And you watched them put the cameras up?

A Yes, I did.

Q How many cameras in all were put around your house?
A There's three total. And we made sure we tested
each one.

Q Did all the cameras capture this crime?

A No. Just the one on the back door,

Q Where was the camera that captured the back door,

where was that camera actually located?

A On that giant pecan tree in the middle of the side
yard.

Q And how far would you say that tree is from your
home?

A Probably the distance between you and I.

Q And what part of your house, again, does that

camera face?

A Our back door, off of, it's a great room, it's a
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o
big added on great room and there's just one door.
Q Are these cameras constantly recording or are they
motion activated?
A They're motion activated.
Q Do you know the name of the system or program that
you all use or your cameras use in recording?
A It's Arlo. It's also on our phone so we can, we
can keep in contact with our home at any time.
Q So does it trigger your phone?
A Yes, if it's turned up on our phone to hear it.
Q Okay. Did the camera on your backyard pecan tree

capture this incident?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall about what time or time frame the
incident actually occurred according to your camera system?
A It's roughly about 1ike 2:36 p.m. in the afternoon.
Q Did you, your husband, or your daughter provide
this to law enforcement?

A I would -- the three of us -- Tike said I'm
not that computer savvy, so she's the one that sent all the
digital to Lieutenant Quan.

Q Did anybody provide this security footage to the
local news stations?

A My husband did.

Q I'm going to be showing you what's going to be
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133
Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

marked State's Exhibit Number 1. Can you tell the Court
and the jury what that is?
A That should be the coverage of, the video from our

security system.

Q How do you know that's what that is?
A I've initialed 1it.
Q Have you had an opportunity to review that disk

before you initial it?

A I have. Plus I reviewed it several times prior to
that also.

Q And what exactly does this disk show?

A It shows someone with no permission entering my

home or breaking into and entering my home and walking out
with a 65 inch television that was less than 5 days olds.
Q Now, is it broken up into two files or is it one

video file?

A It should probably be two files because --

Q Because --

A -- it's motion activated.

Q Right. So once the subject went inside, the camera
shut off?

A It shuts off.

Q Does this disk fairly and accurately depict the

security footage from your system, at your home, located at

_ in Denmark, South Carolina?
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

A Yes, it does.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor at this time, the State
would ask to admit this into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. HAYES: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Go ahead and play it.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: It's in evidence without objection.

(State's Exhibit Number 1 was entered into
evidence.)

THE COURT: Can we cut the lights off so we can see
it a 1ittle bit better.

(The video was playing.)

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, would you mind if we
replayed it because it's brief.

THE COURT: I'11 let I do it again. And if you
want to tell us what you see there as far as your --
explain any, Ms. Jeffcoat, you can.

That's the back of your house?

THE WITNESS: That's the back of my house. Like
Mr. Cooper had asked, the tree is a huge old pecan tree,
probably -- it's -- where the camera is located is probably
about as high as the roof of the house which is what, 8
feet? And it's no more than the distance between

Mr. Cooper and I. So it's really a 1ot closer than what it
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appears to be on the video that you're seeing here. Even
looking at it on my phone, you can see it a little bit more
clearly.

But again it's motion sensored. So it doesn't
start until something moves. A bird can set it off. The
dog, a million times day sets it off unless he's in the
house. And sometimes the wind. Basically anything could
set it off. That's just how touchy I guess you could say
it is.

That's the man -- it looks 1ike a man to me, so I
say that's him leaving. And then that is also our back
area, that whole back area is ours and it appears that
person went to the left because if he went that way, to the
right, it's to the street, it's to the road.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q Let me ask you something. 1Is there a reason you
had your trash cans situated that way?

A We keep it there kind of as a deterrent. My
husband travels and a lot of times it's just my daughter
and I home by ourselves. So we generally keep noise making
items around that back door because the bedrooms are
situated on the front side of the house.

Q And in hopes that if someone were to break in, they
may have to touch or move a trash can?

A Or we hear something as well.
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o
Q Yeah.
(The video is over.)
BY MR. COOPER:
Q A1l right. Ms. Jeffcoat, I'm going to show you a

series of still shots that are from this video. This is
State's Exhibit --

THE COURT: Give the video back to the court
reporter then wherever it is.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q I'm showing you what has been marked as State's
Exhibit Number 2, State's Exhibit Number 3, and State's
Exhibit Number 47?

A Yes.

Q Ms. Jeffcoat, I'm showing you what's been marked as
State's Exhibits 2, 3, and 4. That's Number 4, that's
Number 3 and this one's Number 2. Do you recognize what
these are?

A The back of my house. Still shots from my security

system from the --

Q From the video --

A -- video.

Q From the video that we have just watched.

A Right.

Q Which has been previously admitted into evidence?
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A Right.
Q Would you mind just explaining to the jury what
this picture shows?

THE COURT: Is that 1ike Number 2?

MR. COOPER: Number 2.

THE WITNESS: I just see an individual walking up
to the rear door. Having -- I know this is a still shot,
but they're going to have to move around the garbage cans
and the empty blue bin that we have there. Sometimes
there's a propane tank, but the propane tank, we'd moved.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q Is there anything significant about his hands in

that picture?

A I don't see his hands.
Q And why is that? What is that?
A It appears to be that there's gloves on them, but

I'm not 100 percent sure, so I can't say that.

Q And looking at Exhibit Number 3, it's the same
person. Up at -- at this point they're at the door?

A I mean, I don't know -- they're touching, either
they're having to touch the handle or push the door,
they've got do something to jimmy the door. You know I
watch enough television, I mean credit card, I don't know,
but --

Q But you got the door Tocked?
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The door is locked and bolted.
And bolted?
Uh-huh.

And what does this picture show?

r oo r o @ r

Of them leaving -- of that person leaving. You can
clearly see the gloves in this picture with my husband's
65-inch television.

Q And are these pictures, are they a fair and
accurate depiction of the video which has been previously
admitted?

A Yes.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, at this time, the State
would ask to admit Exhibits 2, 3, and 4 into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection to those?

MS. ALVES: No, Your Honor,

THE COURT: Al11 right. So it's admitted into
evidence.

(State's Exhibit Number 2, Number 3, and Number 4
was admitted into evidence.)

THE COURT: And you can pass them around now or the
jury will have them at the end of the case, whatever you
want to do.

MR. COOPER: Sure, I'11 pass them out now.
THE COURT: As I said, you will have those with you

at the end of the case when you're considering your
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verdict, but you can pass them around now.
BY MR. COOPER:
Q As we had previously discussed, Ms. Jeffcoat, the
quality of this video footage, I wouldn't call it poor
myself, but it's not high definition, is it?
A I don't have anything to compare that with. I'm
not the person to...
Q And again, you're not able to positively identify
the person in the video?
A No.
Q Have you ever had any dealings with Mr. Jeffcoat --
I mean, Mr. Chestnut?
A No.
Q Never seen him a day in your 1ife?
A I know who the person is. I'm not the one that
said that's who's in the video or in the picture.
Q Yes, ma'am. Thank you Ms. Jeffcoat, please answer

any questions the defense has for you?

THE COURT: Now, you can wait or pass that around
or whatever you want to do.

MS. ALVES: Judge, I'11 wait until they're finished
looking at them.

THE COURT: A11 right.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Any cross-examination?
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Cross-Examination by Ms. Alves

MS. ALVES: Yes, sir.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. ALVES:

Q Ms. Jeffcoat, you said that your house was
burglarized about -- at the end of November?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Is that before or after Thanksgiving?

A It was on a Saturday.

Q After Thanksgiving?

A After Thanksgiving.

Q Okay. But that was before you brought the TV home
or after?

A We had two TVs since then. The first TV was stolen

and then we had to buy a new one. After the first
burglary, we had just bought a new TV.
Q And that was the burglary -- that was the TV that

was stolen in the video?

A No. That was the second television that was
stolen.

Q I'm sorry?

A Oh, wait a minute there was --

THE COURT: Take your time.
BY MS. ALVES:

Q Yeah.

A The first burglary occurred on the Friday night
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after Thanksgiving, between Friday and Saturday night
because I was away on vacation and my husband was out of
town. The only thing not taken from the house on that
particular burglary was the 65-inch television. A1l the
other televisions were removed from the home, along with
numerous other items.

Q Okay.

A That video shows the TV that was not taken at the
first burglary, that shows the person coming back and
getting the only thing left to take after that first
burglary a week prior to December 6.

Q Okay. So on the time stamp for this video, it
looks 1ike this burglary occurred around, I don't remember

exactly what time, it was about 2:40, you said?

A I said 2:36, roughly.

Q Okay.

A Estimation. Roughly.

Q Between the -- maybe that's between the two

cameras. So about 2:367
A Sure. I mean I can probably bring it back up on my
phone if I need to.
Q No, that's fine. I just wanted to get an
approximate.

Now, what time did your daughter come to get you at

CvS?
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Cross-Examination by Ms. Alves

A I don't even remember the time when it happened.
I'd have to go back and look at my time card. I believe it

was 4:43, 4:45, approximately, I don't know the exact time.

Q Okay.
A It wasn't relevant.
Q Okay. So it was about two hours -- I'm not going

for an exact to the minute, but it's about two hours
between the time the burglar left and the time your
daughter would have gotten home?
A I mean it's possible. I mean, I'd have to Took at
the time frame exactly, which can be done. I can find out
the exact time. My concern at the time was my daughter --
Q I understand.
A -- so I wasn't paying attention to what time the
clock said.
Q I understand. Okay.

And going back to that first burglary right after
Thanksgiving, when did y'all discover that burglary?
A When my husband came home from Atlanta that morning

at ten o'clock.

Q Saturday morning?

A Correct.

Q On the 24th of November of 2018. So somebody --
A -- about ten o'clock, approximately.

Q So somebody had robbed y'all on Friday night and
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taken everything except for the 65-inch TV?
A They took the frame or the mounting unit that we

were going to mount the 65-inch television, but they
neglected to take the television.

Q And the police came out that time?

A There was a police officer that came that day.
Brad's the one that handled that that time. My husband
handled that at that time. I had to drive from Charlotte

to come home.

Q Okay. And do you know if the police took
fingerprints and did -- collected evidence?
A I don't know. From what I understand, no, nothing

was really done at that time.

Q Okay. Well, do you know what police officers came?
A I don't -- there was one officer. I don't know --
I wasn't here. I wasn't there when he came out, so I don't

know his name.

Q Okay.
A I just know that he didn't do anything really.
Q Okay.
A So there wasn't much followup to it until, of

course, I went and saw Chief Grimes and started asking
questions and --
Q Okay. And when you had this burglary happen on the

6th of December and you and your daughter went home and met
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the police there, you told them that -- you told them
pretty shortly after they arrived that you had video?

A Actually the one that mentioned the video.
Q Okay.

A It had kind of slipped my mind at the time because
like I said my concern was my daughter's welfare at the
time.

Q Yes, ma'am. And so she told about the video?

A Correct. And she had it pretty much e-mailed to
Lieutenant Quan within 30 minutes.

Q So right then. And then she was able to pull it up
and send it?

A Correct.

Q Okay.

A We all sat and watched it.

Q By all, you mean?

A It was me, my daughter, Sheriff Ed Darnell was
there -- he's a family friend -- and Lieutenant Quan.

Q And you didn't recognize the person on the video?
A No.

Q Did you and your husband -- did your husband ever

look at the video?
A He saw it immediately. In fact, he stopped and
pulled over his own vehicle to 1ook at his phone at the

time because you could pull it up on our phones and watch
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the video.
Q Okay.
A I mean if we had been watching it 1like live

television, we could have actually seen it happening and
maybe my daughter would have avoided having to come home to
any of that at all.

Q Do you know if your husband recognized the person

on the video?

A No.

Q He did not or you don't know?

A No, I would not be able to tell who that person
was.

Q Did you know Mr. Randy Chestnut?

A Never met him.

Q Had you ever heard his name before?

A Never.

Q Okay. So you never seen him before as far as you
know?

A As far as I know, I've never seen him.

Q Do you know if anybody in your family knows him?
A Nobody in my family that I'm aware of knows him
either.

Q Okay. So you're -- you know for certain that your

husband does not know him?

A Correct.
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Debbie Jeffcoat - Cross-Examination by Ms. Alves
Q And did you or your husband ever owe him money?
A No.
Q Okay. Did you or your husband -- did you ever --

and I apologize for asking this, but did you ever have sex

with him or offer to have sex with Mr. Chestnut?

A No.
Q No. Okay. Have you ever been told that -- have
you been told that -- have you been asked these questions

before about that?

A No.

Q Nobody's ever asked you if you knew Mr. Chestnut?
A No.

Q Or if you owed Mr. Chestnut any money?

A No.

Q Did anybody ever ask you before -- before I just

asked you have you ever offered to have sex with Mr.

Chestnut -- and I'm not saying you did at all. Please

don't think I'm just saying, I'm just asking the questions.

Nobody's ever asked you this question before?

A No.

Q And do you know if your husband owes Mr. Chestnut
any money?

A I know he doesn't.

Q Okay. And has anybody ever asked you, or as far as

you know your husband, about any debts owed Mr. Chestnut?
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MR. COOPER: Objection, asked and answered.

MS. ALVES: I'm asking whether she --

THE COURT: I think it's pretty close, but go
ahead.
BY MS. ALVES:
Q Did anybody ever before -- I've just asked you if
you or your husband owe any debt to Mr. Chestnut?
A No, we don't owe any debt to anybody.
Q Yes, ma'am. Thank you. You don't have any further
questions.

THE COURT: Anything on redirect?

MR. COOPER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, you can return to
your place in the courtroom.

Call your next witness.

MR. COOPER: At this time, Your Honor, the State
would call Lieutenant Laquana Linder.

LAQUANA LINDER was duly sworn.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. COOPER:

Q Lieutenant, where are you currently employed?

A Denmark Police Department.

Q And how long have you worked there?

A Nine years.

Q What other prior law enforcement experience have
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Laquana Linder - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

you had?

A I actually started out at Denmark Police Department
in 2001. I went to the Orangeburg County Sheriff's
Department, Rock Hill Police Department, St. George Police

Department and came back to Denmark.

Q Have you had any training in law enforcement?
A Yes.

Q Can you explain what training you've had?

A When I worked for the Orangeburg Sheriff's

Department, I was actually in investigations.,
Q Were you working for the Denmark Police Department
on December 6, 20187

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recall being dispatched to _
or [N - hat date?

Yes, sir.

Do you recall about what time?

Looking at my report, the call came out about 4:50.
And is that location within Bamberg County?

Yes, sir.

And who 1ives there?

Ms. Debbie Jeffcoat, her husband, and her daughter.

o r o0 r o r o

And when you got to that scene, who did you meet
upon your arrival?

A Ms. Debbie Jeffcoat and her daughter
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Laquana Linder - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper 149
Q What was the nature of the call?
A It was in reference to a burglary.
Q What was reported to have been stolen from this
location?
A A Targe screen television,
Q And were you provided with a serial number for that
television?
A Yes.
Q What did you do with that serial number?
A With that serial number, I had it entered into the
system NCIC, as stolen.
Q What is NCIC?
A It's a nationwide data base where serial numbers,

model numbers are entered, pretty much if Taw enforcement
runs that number, regardless of where in the nation, it
will come up as stolen out of Denmark.

Q And has that television ever been recorded -- I'm

sorry, I mean recovered, to your knowledge?

A No, sir.

Q Did anyone provide you with a video from a security
camera?

A Yes.

Q At the location?

A Yes.

Q And you reviewed it and you just saw it in the
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courtroom as well; is that right?
A That's correct.
Q And in reviewing this video, what do you see?
A A male approached the door. He used force to get

inside, in there a few minutes and then comes out with a
television.
Q And in watching that video, were you able to

positively identify the defendant as the suspect in that

video?
A No, sir.
Q In fact, you weren't even able to develop a

potential suspect really --

A No, sir.

Q -- at this time with this evidence that you had?
A No, sir.

Q How did you determine the defendant to be the

subject on that video?

A I was contacted by the North City, Chief Lin
Shirer, in reference to a possible person that Anita seen
in the videos.

Q And without testifying as to what Chief Shirer
said, after speaking to him, what did you then do?

A I asked him if he thought that the young lady that
worked with him, if she would speak with me. He provided

me her number and I made contact with her.
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Who did you make contact with?

Anita Chestnut.

Is she an officer at the City of North?
Yes.

And you met with her?

That's correct.

And after speaking with her, what did you do?

o0 r o r p r PO

After speaking with her, I pretty much asked her if
she had spoken with her brother, just to let her know that
I wanted to talk to him.

Q And she had seen the video?
A Yes.
Q Did you show it to her or had she seen it

previously?
A She had seen it previously.
Q Do you know how she saw it?
MR. HAYES: Objection.
THE COURT: Well, unless she was there to start
with or whatever, to --
Ask another question.
MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q Lieutenant, while processing the scene, did you
collect any other evidence other than the video?

A Yes, a latent print off the door.
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Q

Do you recall the case number you assigned to this

case, Officer?

> o0 r o o 0 r

if they

Q
A
Q
A
Q

18-0394,

Do you know what this is?

Yes.

What is it?

It's the bag that I placed the latent card in.

So that card is currently in there?

Yes, sir.

And what did you do with this piece of evidence?

I made contact with Orangeburg Public Safety to see
would assist in processing that Tatent print.

And you took this to them?

Yes, sir.
Yourself?
Yes, sir.

So do you remember what day it was that you met

with Officer Anita Chestnut?

A
Q

It probably would have been around December 18th.

And had you ever had the opportunity to meet with

the defendant himself?

Yes.
And what day was that?
That was December 19th.

How did that occur?
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A I was doing routine patrol. 1 pulled up to the
Denmark grocery store and I saw the guys sitting on the
side of the grocery store. So pretty much I was pulling up

to speak with those guys.

Q That something you normally do?

A Yes, sir.

Q Why do you do that?

A Like I said just routine patrol and normally, I'm
very familiar with the citizens in Denmark, so if I see
them, I get out and talk to them or pull up to them and
speak to them and...

Q See what the rumors in Denmark are, see what's
going on kind of thing?

A Yes, sir.

Q When you approached this group of individuals, did

you know that the defendant would be there?
A No, sir, I didn't.

Q And had you had any prior dealings with him?

A No, sir.

Q How did you know who he was?

A Just from going to other calls, just knowing that
that's who he was.

Q I got you. So you never had any prior -- you never
had any prior dealings with him being in trouble, but you

knew who he was being around town?
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o r o0 r o r o

Yes.

And so you know what he Tooked 1ike?
Yes.

Knew who he was?

Yes.

You just never had personally met him?
Correct.

And did a person that you identify as the defendant

approach your vehicle?

A
Q

time?
A
Q
A
Q
A
grocery

Q
A
Q
A
Q

Yes.

And when he approached, where were you at that

I was sitting in my patrol car.

Was your window down?

Yes.

And where was he?

He was standing on the sidewalk on the side of the
store.

Did he walk up to you?

Yes.

And about how close did he get to you?

I would say about two or three feet.

Did -- before we get into any conversation that may

or may not have been, did you have your security camera on

you?
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A Yes.

Q But was it recording?

A No, sir.

Q Why not?

A Pretty much when I'm on routine patrol, I don't
have it.

Q It's not on?

A I get out on a call or I'm interviewing someone,

I'1T turn it on.
Q On this day, did you ever place the defendant in

handcuffs or detain him or put him under arrest?

A No, sir.
Q What did he say to you?
A He turned around and he said --

MR. HAYES: 1I'm going to have an objection that we
probably need to take up outside the presence of the jury.

THE COURT: Members of the jury panel, I need you
to go to the jury room for just a few minutes. I'11 be
back with you just as soon as I can. If you would go to
the jury room while I hear from the Tawyers.

(The jury left the courtroom at 3:05 p.m.)

THE COURT: A1l right. We have the jury out, the
door closed. I believe the question was something 1like
what did Mr. Chestnut, the defendant, say to you.

You have an objection to that?
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MR. HAYES: Yes, sir, there are portions of his
statement and I would renew my objection from yesterday.

THE COURT: A1l right.

MR. HAYES: But, Your Honor, I have a three tiered
objection to portions of this statement. One is 401 --

THE COURT: Let me say I've already ruled in regard
to the voluntary nature of it, it was not compelled and he
wasn't under arrest. It was voluntarily given, it was
admissible as far as any objection 1like that is concerned.
So that ruling would carry forward at this point. Anything
else?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir, under 403 and 404.

THE COURT: Al11 right. What you want to say about
that.

MR. HAYES: Portions of the statement allude to Mr.
Chestnut stating that he was owed money from what appears
to be drug dealing, I believe that the issue of drug
dealing or being owed money because of that would be --

THE COURT: I didn't hear anything that I
interpreted it in any way implying drug dealing or
anything. There was reference about -- some money
reference about owed money or something, but there was
nothing as far as any drugs were mentioned.

MR. HAYES: The statement is, they think they can

just get my stuff and not pay me for it.
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Laquana Linder - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. HAYES: Judge, I see that as allude to drugs.
I believe that is irrelevant., It is prejudicial it would
be improper character evidence.

THE COURT: Of course, if he said that that's what
he said.

MR. HAYES: Judge, but --

THE COURT: You think that that somehow is more
prejudicial than worth any probative value?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir. It would be painting him as
a drug dealer. I wouldn't have an issue with that he just
owed money.

THE COURT: Well, I appreciate that, but I overrule
that objection. Anything else?

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

MR. HAYES: Judge, I also think there was no
connection between this particular statement and this
burglary. She admitted that yesterday on the stand and
there was no further questioning as to that it belonged to
this, in this situation, that it was speculation that is
connected to the Jeffcoats.

THE COURT: I appreciate that, but I overrule that
objection.

Bring the jury back in.
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(The jury entered the courtroom at 3:08 p.m.)

THE COURT: A1l right. We have the jury back with
us and I believe the question was something Tike, what did
Mr. Chestnut say to you. 1Is that what you're asking?

MR. COOPER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may answer that question.

THE WITNESS: Mr. Chestnut pretty much stated, Hey
Quan, my sister told me you needed to talk to me. And I
told him, I said yes, I do. When you're ready come holler
at me.

You want me to go further.

THE COURT: Keep on going.

MR. COOPER: Yes, ma'am, go ahead.

THE WITNESS: Okay. There's some profanity.

THE COURT: You've got permission to say exactly
what he said.

THE WITNESS: Okay. I told him yeah, when your
ready come holler at me.

Mr. Chestnut stated, those people did me wrong.
They think they can just take my stuff and not pay me for
it. Mr. Chestnut then went onto state that he knew they
had been going around showing a video and people were
saying it was him. Mr. Chestnut state that had he had been
asking the husband and telling that I mean he wanted and

needed his money. Mr. Chestnut stated he went and took
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what was his. He stated that he knew they had them cameras
up and he started to take them shits too. He said that he
wasn't working so he couldn't just Tet them not pay him
because they owe him approximately $3,000. Mr. Chestnut
stated that there on pills and all and he just wanted his
money .

Mr. Chestnut stated that one day the man's wife
sicked their dog on him while he was asking them for his
money. Mr. Chestnut stated that the day the man's wife
made the dog bite him that she had just gotten home and was
getting bags out of her car. Mr. Chestnut stated he
actually talked to a Denmark officer which was a black guy
who was sitting at the flea market eating a salad, but the
officer about didn't do anything, but told him that other
people had been complaining about the dogs.

Mr. Chestnut stated that they just talked a lot of
shit to him, to include calling him a nigger and was just
very nasty to them. He stated that if they wasn't going
the pay him his money, they should have never gotten his
shit. Mr. Chestnut stated that the husband offered him to
fuck his wife and he told him that he didn't want his nasty
wife he wanted his money.

Mr. Chestnut stated that he wasn't the only one
that they have called and had their dog chase or bite. Mr.

Chestnut also stated that the husband pulled a gun on him
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one day. Then Mr. Chestnut stated to me that he was going
-- he was not going to do any running and if something came
about what he did, to just get in contact with his sister
or mother and he would come turn himself in to me.

Mr. Chestnut advised me that I wasn't going to have
any more trouble out of him and that he was going to leave
the people alone, although he was out of a lot of money.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q During this conversation, what was Mr. -- what was

his demeanor?

A He was just standing there talking.

Q Calm?

A Calm.

Q So did he ever specifically admit to taking the

television?

A No, he didn't say what he took.

Q But he stated that he took something?

A Yes.

Q And he did admit that he saw the cameras there?
A Correct.

Q Did he also -- you stated earlier he would turn

himself in eventually, did he ever do that?
A No, sir.
Q Did you have, or do you at this time, have any

reason to believe that the victims in this case have bought
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anything from the defendant?

A No, sir.

Q Lieutenant Linder, I'm going to be showing you what
is marked as State's Exhibit Number 4. I'm sorry, 5. I'm
showing you what's been marked as State's Exhibit Number 5.

Can you tell the jury what that is?

A This is a disk of a jail phone call.

Q How are you able to recognize that?

A It has my initials on it.

Q Have you had an opportunity to review it?

A Yes, sir.

Q And is it a fair and accurate -- is what's on this

disk a fair and accurate description of the phone call made
by the defendant on February 13th 20197
A Yes, sir,
Q And --
MR. HAYES: Objection. I don't know what her basis
is for knowing about the phone call.
THE COURT: Well, ask questions to establish how
she 1istened to it, why she got to listen to it, whatever.
MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Give us some background.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q Lieutenant Linder, you've investigated this case

that we're here for today in trial; isn't that right?
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A That's correct.
Q And preparing for your testimony today, you had an

opportunity to work with other agencies, including the
solicitor's office, and including the Bamberg County
Sheriff's Office in reviewing the evidence in this case?
A That's correct.

Q And --

THE COURT: Well apparently Mr. Chestnut was
arrested and put into the jail at some point; is that
right?

THE WITNESS: That's correct.

THE COURT: Okay. Go ahead.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q And in sitting together, you had an opportunity to
review this disk?
A That's correct.
Q And you --
THE COURT: Where did you get it?
BY MR. COOPER:

Q Where did you get this disk?

A From you.

Q The solicitor's office?

A Yes.

Q And when you Tistened to it, what did you hear?

A I heard a male voice that I recognized to be Mr. --
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MR. HAYES: Judge, I object to this.

THE COURT: Members of the jury panel, I need you
to go to the jury room, please.

(The jury left the courtroom at 3:16 p.m.)

THE COURT: We're going the take a short break at
this time, a mid afternoon break. Tell them they're going
the have a 10 minute mid-afternoon break.

A1l right. Let's -- the door's closed, the jury's
out. Now, let's go ahead and play it and let her testify
what she can about it after she's heard it and we'll see
what objections come then or whatever. But go ahead and
play it and let's see.

(The jail phone call is playing.)

THE COURT: Well, I must say, I can't understand
about 90 percent of whatever is being said on there myself,
you know, but did you ever think about trying to produce
maybe a transcript of what that was to help me and the jury
understand what was going to be said?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, my plan was not to admit
this piece of evidence through Lieutenant Linder. My plan
is to admit it through Chief Deputy Ben Hay. And I only
planned on publishing about minute 2 to about minute 3:30
to the jury. The reason for that is --

THE COURT: Well, that's what I was going to get

around to. What is it on there -- 1ike I said, I can't
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understand about 90 percent or more of what's being said,
but what is on there that you think is relevant to this
case?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, he says at about minute
2:10, quote, I already know it ain't -- he's referencing
the fingerprint analysis and waiting on those results. He
says, quote, I already know it ain't mine, I had gloves on,
unquote. And then he goes into discussing the case and
says, quote, it's her word against mine and she ain't got
nothing on record,

THE COURT: Okay. Well, that -- all that can come
in -- would be relevant and would be admissible I think.
You know I'11 be glad to hear from the other side, but, you
know, it's difficult to deal with. A lot of stuff on there
would not be admissible or whenever, but I think those
statements are. But I'l1 be glad to hear from you about
what your objections are. And you don't have to tell me
anything about it, but we have to figure out some way to
deal with it.

MR. HAYES: Judge --

THE COURT: I have to figure it out. I think the
statement, I already know it ain't mine, I had gloves on,
with a 1ittle bit Teading up to that, I think that would be
admissible. But go ahead.

MR. HAYES: I have to concede with the Court on
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that point. My objection is, is that there's an improper
foundation and she's testifying about something that is not
in evidence yet.

THE COURT: Well, okay. You know, I assume, she's
got to tell where she got it. But I think she's already
testified that she recognized that that is his voice on the
-- on it, didn't you say that?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And do you know who the other person
is?

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Well, anyway, a phone call he made from
the jail and you recognize that as his voice, right?

THE WITNESS: That's right.

THE COURT: Okay. And anyway, the phone call was
made, according to the records on 2/13/19. Okay. So let's
try to deal with what the situation is.

MR. HAYES: My objection is proper authentication
of the tape, Judge.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, she doesn't have to
authenticate it, we're not putting it into evidence yet.

THE COURT: Well, what are you wanting to do at
this point?

MR. COOPER: I want her to testify that she has

reviewed this disk and she identified that voice as
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1|| belonging to the defendant.
2 THE COURT: Okay. If that's all it is --
3 MR. COOPER: That's all it is.
4 MR. HAYES: I believe that's premature. It's not
5|| authenticated yet and entered into evidence.
6 THE COURT: Well, you know, I mean, I'11 allow him

7| to lay a foundation for it. Apparently he wants to get it
8|l in some time later, but I think she can say she reviewed

9|| what's on there and that it's his voice.

10 MR. HAYES: Your Honor, I also object to her
11]| ability to authenticate his voice, being that she just
12|| testified she did not know him, had no experience with him
13| and only had just ran into him in the streets in Denmark.
14 THE COURT: You can bring that out on

15| cross-examination,
16 MR. COOPER: And Your Honor, that was December
17| 19th. She has since --

18 THE COURT: AT11 right. I'm going to take a short
19|| break and we'll come back and you can use it for those

20|| purposes like you say you want to.

21 MR. COOPER: Thank you, Your Honor.
22 (A brief recess was observed.)
23 THE COURT: A11 right. You go ahead and proceed

24|| the way you want to and you object and I'11 rule.

25 Bring the jury in.
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MR. HAYES: 1'm sorry, Judge, could you say that
one more time --

THE COURT: I just told him to proceed how he wants
to and you object to anything you want to and I'11 rule.
At this point, I'm going to let him proceed.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 3:40 p.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. We have the jury back with
us and Mr. Chestnut is present along with his attorney. Go
ahead.

BY MR. COOPER:

Q Lieutenant Linder, previously you testified that on
December 19th, the defendant approached you. And that was
really the first time you had a conversation with him?
A Yes, sir, about this incident, yes.

THE COURT: About any -- had you ever talk ed to
him before at all.

THE WITNESS: Not directly to him, but me and a
group of other people were standing around talking.

THE COURT: And you heard him or what?

THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q So you've heard his voice?
A Yes.
Q About how Tong was that conversation you had with

him on December 19th?
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I'm not really sure.

10 minutes? 20 minutes? Do you have a guess?

A

Q

A About 20 minutes.
Q Okay. Have you ever talked to him after that?

A After December 19th.

Q Yeah. After December 19th until today, have you

ever spoken to him?

A Yes.

Q How many times?

A I would say twice.

Q And would you say that you are familiar with his
voice?

A Yes.

Q And have you had an opportunity to review the phone

call that I showed you on State's Exhibit Number 5.
A Yes.
Q When you reviewed or Tistened to this recorded
conversation, were you able to identify the male voice?
A Yes, sir.
MR. HAYES: Judge, I want to renew my objections.
THE COURT: Al11 right. You said yes, you were able
to identify the voice on the disk; is that right?
THE WITNESS: That's correct.
THE COURT: What's your objection.

MR. HAYES: Proper authentication, proper
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foundation for the information.
THE COURT: Al11 right. I appreciate that. I
overrule the objection. Go ahead.
BY MR. COOPER:
Q Lieutenant Linder, who do you recognize as the male

voice on this phone call?

A The defendant, Randy Chestnut.

Q And one more thing I'd like to clarify before I,
before we end our testimony here. December 18th, you met
with Officer Chestnut?

A That's correct.

Q And when did you meet with the defendant?

A The next day.

Q And that's when he gave you his statement?

A That's correct.

Q And he said that my sister told me that I needed to

talk to you or something to that effect?

A Yes, sir.
Q Thank you. Please answer any questions the defense
has.

THE COURT: Cross=-examination.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAYES:
Q Lieutenant Linder, how long total have you an
officer?
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A 17 --
Q A Tieutenant, I'm sorry. You have a proper title,
lieutenant.
A 17 years.
Q As lieutenant now for Denmark, what are your
duties?
A Respond to calls for service; investigations that
we don't involve SLED; I pretty much handle that.
Q What did you say? 1I'm sorry.
A Any investigation that we don't involve SLED in, I
will handle that.
Q You handle the investigation if SLED is not called
in?
A Yes.
Q What training have you had as to crime scene

documentation and photographs, collecting of evidence, et
cetera?
A Just throughout the years working in investigation,

just going through the different protocol.

Q Have you had any formal training?

A As far as?

Q Investigations.

A No, sir.

Q How Tong did you work at Orangeburg as an

investigator?
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A

I think 1 worked with the sheriff's office

approximately 3 years, let's say 2 and a half because I

only did 6 months on the road and after that I went to

investigation.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

Six months on the road and?

Then I went to investigations.

For a total of 2-and-a-half years?
Yes.

Do you have access to a camera?
Yes.

Was there photographs taken and documentation of

this crime scene?

A
arrived
Q
A
Q
camera?

A

No photos. Just the video footage from when I
on scene, no photos.

But you have a body camera?

That's correct.

Are you able to take photographs with the body

Yes, sir.
You have a cell phone?
Yes, sir.

Are you able to take photographs with your cell

I am, but I try not to use my cell phone.

So you have a personal cell phone?
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A
Q
A
Q

That's correct.
Do you have a company provided cell phone?
No, sir.

Did you process any of the items outside? The

trash cans?

A

Q
A

No, sir.
What items did you process inside?

The doorknob and where they, Ms. Jeffcoat, stated

the TV was located, which was 1ike a stand.

Q
A
Q
A
Q

Was there any shoe impressions taken?
No, sir.

Was any of the neighbors talked to?
No, sir.

And once you collected the fingerprints, did you

1ift them yourself?

A
Q

Yes, sir, I did.

Now, you testified that on the 18th, you talked to

Officer Chestnut, then on 12/19, you talked to Mr.

Chestnut?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

That's correct.

On 12/19, were you wearing a body cam?
Yes, sir.

Were you in a patrol car?

Yes, sir.

Did it have a camera?
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No, sir.

How do you turn on your body cam?
There's a button.

How long does that take?

A couple of seconds.

Do you have it on now?

No, sir.

Where's the buttons at on the body cam?
On the side.

Is it just a one push, Tet go?

o0 T o T 0 0 o0 r

No, you've got to hold it. It's not even a full
second.

Q So less than a second?

A Yes.

Q And let go?

A Yes.

Q Understanding that Mr. Chestnut gave this

statement, how long were you in conversation?

A I'm not sure.
Q Two minutes? Three minutes?
A I would say Tonger than two minutes. I'm not

exactly sure. I wasn't timing it.
Q Approximate? Five minutes?
A I can't really say.

Q Longer than it takes to cut on the camera though,
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1|| correct?
2|l A Yes.
3 Q Did you do any investigation as to the statement

4|l that you're alleging that Mr. Chestnut gave you? Did you
5| try to corroborate any of it?

6|l A To who?

71 Q You said that he referred to those people, did he

8|| state the Jeffcoat's name's specifically?

all A No, sir, he didn't.
10 Q Did he ever state that he went inside?
11 A He just said he went and took what was his.
1221 Q There was a statement that they owed him money.

13|| Did you ever ask the Jeffcoats about them owing him money?
14| A No, sir.
15 Q Did you ever ask Mr. Jeffcoat if he offered his

16|| wife up as a actual compensation?

17| A No, sir.

18| Q The TV in question, was it ever recovered?

19| A No, sir.

20 Q Did anybody canvas the area that we saw in the

21|| individual's going off to the left behind the woods?

22| A Yes, sir.

23] Q Was anything found?
24| A No, sir.

25| Q Any shoe impressions?
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A No, sir.
Q Items of clothing?
A No, sir.
Q As to your relationship with Mr. Chestnut, how Tong

have you known Mr. Chestnut?

I really can't say I know him.

Y'all don't go to Christmas parties?
No, sir.

Y'all don't hang around the same friends?

r oo r o r

He knows -- he probably knows a few people that I
know, but we don't hang out.

Q Together y'all have never hung out together?

A That's correct.

Q You ever talk to him on the telephone?

A No, sir.

Q You said that you've gone to a few calls and he was
there and you just recognized him. Did y'all talk and have

conversations at these calls?

A Yes.
Q How Tong?
A I actually responded to a call in the area where he

was and pretty much we talked some there. So however long
that I was on the call and when I cleared it up. I'm not
sure. I would have to actually get that pulled.

Q Did you spend 30, 40 minutes with him? Less?




176

Laquana Linder - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes e

1|| More?

2l A Less.

31 @ Less than 30 minutes?

all A Yes, sir.

51| @ You ever had an opportunity to speak with him on

6|l the telephone -- I may have already asked?

71 A No, sir.

8|l Q And when this call that you said that you spoke

9| with him, when was that? Approximately?

10| A I would say over two, three months ago. Prior to
11|l me responding to the burglary.
1221 Q So maybe sometime in October, September?

131 A Possibly.

14| Q You had less than a 30-minute conversation with Mr.
15| Chestnut?

16|l A That's correct.

17 Q The only other time you've had conversation with

18| him is when you were talking about it here at the grocery
19|| store?
20| A No. 1I've been driving and seen him and pretty much

21| I throw up my hand, he throw up his hand.

22|l Q@ No conversation?
23| A No conversation.
24| Q Let's go back to the grocery store. You said you

25|| were on routine patrol. While you're on patrol, you don't
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have your body cam on?
A No, sir.
Q You only cut it on, I believe you testified, when
you have an interview or you respond to a call?
A That's correct.
Q You were not responding to a call at the time you
went by the grocery store?
A No, sir,
Q What was the purpose of going by the grocery store?
A Just on routine patrol. That grocery store, the

gentleman like, they like to sit out along the side and
drink alcohol, so as much as possible I try to come through

there to make sure they're not sitting out there drinking.

Q Did you see any alcohol on the day in question?

A No, sir.

Q How many people were out there on the day in
question?

A There was one gentleman sitting beside the wall and

to the right. Across from the grocery store, there's a
furniture store. I'm not sure how many people were over
there, but it was more than two.

Q I want to go over to the phone call questions that
we had. Do you keep or store the records for the phone
calls from the jail?

A No, sir.
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Q Do you review them on a regular basis?
A No, sir.
Q Did you make or -- did you make this copy of this
phone call?
A No, sir.
Q Where did you get this phone call? Where was the

first place you heard this phone call?
When Mr., Cooper provided it for me.
When the State let you hear it?
Yes.

The solicitor?

Yes.

Approximately when was that?

Earlier today.

o r o r o r P >

Are you able to identify the person that you see in
the video that we watched?

A No, sir.

Q You're unable to identify the individual in the
video as Mr. Chestnut?

A That's correct.

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

BY MR. HAYES:

Q After meeting with Ms. Chestnut and Mr. Chestnut,

when did you obtain a warrant?
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A January 22nd of this year.
Q Which is over a month from the time you had the
conversation with Mr. Chestnut?
A That's correct.
Q Is it a true statement that you didn't believe he
was a suspect at that time?
A At that time.
Q Until that time. Until this statement?
A From the time of the statement and me getting a
warrant?
Q Yes, ma'am.
A Once he admitted it to me, I knew he was a suspect,
yeah.
Q Did you corroborate or believe that the Jeffcoat's
owed Mr. Chestnut any money?
A No, sir, I didn't check with them.
Q Didn't check with them, or you didn't believe it?
A I didn't check with them. I didn't --

MR. COOPER: Objection, calls for speculation.
THE COURT: I'11l allow the question. Ask another

question.
BY MR. HAYES:
Q Do you believe that Mr. Jeffcoat or the Jeffcoats

owed Mr. Chestnut $3,0007?

A I can't say.
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Q So you don't know?
A I don't know.
Q Do you believe that they were purchasing drugs or
anything from Mr. Chestnut?
A I don't know, I don't know,
Q You don't know. Was there any investigation into
these allegation?
A No, sir,
Q Did you question the Jeffcoat's about these
allegations?
A No, sir.
Q What made you go one month Tater, or just over a
month Tater and get the warrant?
A It was 1ike I said, I investigate everything that

SLED is not involved with, so with me investigating other
incidents, dealing with calls when I am working court and
different things 1ike that, they just -- that's when I had

the opportunity to get that warrant.

Q Just so I understand, I'm going to paraphrase it
and -- the short answer is you didn't have time to get the
warrant?

A You could say that.

Q So just to clarify, you're saying that you did not

get the warrant until January 22nd just because you didn't

have time to get that warrant?
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Laquana Linder - Redirect Examination by Mr. Cooper

A That's correct.
MR. HAYES: Judge, I have no more questions at this
time.
THE COURT: Anything on redirect?
MR. COOPER: Briefly, Your Honor.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. COOPER:

Q Lieutenant Linder, you got the warrant on January

22nd, 2019; tisn't that right?

A That's correct.
Q And what day did you arrest Mr. Chestnut?
A I think -- actually when he was served this

warrant, he was already arrested, when he was served this
warrant.
Q And you got to see him and interact with him again
at that time, correct?
A I spoke with him. I wasn't around when the officer
read him the warrant.
Q Okay. Thank you.

MR. COOPER: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Thank you very much, you can return to
your place in the courtroom.

Call your next witness.

MR. EMMER: State calls Charles Schultz.

CHARLES SCHULTZ, was duly sworn,
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Charles Schultz - Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. EMMER:

Q

Mr. Schultz, can you please state for the Court

your full name?

2 r o o r o r o

Charles Wayne Schultz, S-H-U-L-T-Z.

And where were you previously employed?

With the Orangeburg Department of Public Safety.
Did you recently retire from there?

I retired in January.

What was your title when you retired?

I was a forensic services supervisor, a lieutenant.

So as a lieutenant forensic services supervisor,

what were your duties?

A

I supervised the crime scene unit, the DNA 1ab, and

the fingerprint analysis lab., Part of my secondary duty, I

was a latent print examiner.

Q
A
Q
A

total.

Q

And how long were you employed there?
About 12 years in that capacity.
As a latent print examiner?

As a latent print examiner, probably 15 to 18

And what's your educational background and training

as it relates to fingerprint analysis?

A

I've had hundreds of hours of advanced training,

most of it through Hershey, North Carolina, some through
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Charles Schultz - Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer

State Law Enforcement Division fingerprint analysts, 1

think her name is Asalia Baylor, she's been in it forever.

I've also been through the criminal justice academy. And
when doing so, we have to examine and look at multiple
prints.

Q Have you ever testified as an expert in the State
of South Carolina?

A I have. 1I've been in Orangeburg County, Calhoun
County, most recently Beaufort County in February, and

Barnwell County.

Q As a fingerprint analysis expert?
A I have.
Q And about how many times do you think you've

qualified as an expert in that field?
A Five or six.
Q Okay.
MR. EMMER: Your Honor, at this time, the State
would move to declare Mr. Schultz in the field of

fingerprint analysis.

THE COURT: Any questions you want to ask him about

his qualifications?
MR. HAYES: No, sir, and no objection.
THE COURT: Okay. Go ahead.

BY MR. EMMER:

Q Mr. Schultz, did you have an opportunity to examine
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Charles Schultz - Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer e

a latent print that was collected by Denmark Police
Department assigned to Case Number 18-03947?
A I did.
Q Did your agency also assign a lab number?
A We did. We assigned Lab Number 18-000730.

MR. HAYES: I'm sorry what?

THE COURT: Say the number again.

THE WITNESS: L 18-000730.
BY MR. EMMER:
Q Is that a standard procedure to identify?
A It is. Every piece of evidence that comes through

our Tab, whether it be outside agency or inside agency is

given a unique lab number,

Q Now, this print, did you conduct analysis on it?
A I did,

Q And what type of examination did you perform?

A Once a latent print comes into me, I open it up,

obviously. This one is still sealed with my initials. But
what I do is I look at it and Took at the characteristics

to see if it's potentially identifiable to an individual.

Q Potentially identifiable to an individual?
A Yes.
Q From these tests and looking at it; were you able

to form an expert opinion as to whether or not it could be

identifiable?
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Charles Schultz - Direct Examination by Mr. Emmer 185
A I was. And it did not contain enough detail to be
analyzed or compared and identified to an individual.
Q So you couldn't identify who this print belonged
to?
A I could not.
Q Is it possible that it was a print belonging to the
homeowners?
A It is possible.
Q Mr. Schultz, what are some reasons why an
individual may or may not leave a valuable Tatent print
behind at a crime scene?
A Fingerprints are left by the oil and perspiration

of the skin. They come from -- everyone has ridges on
their hands, fingers, and feet; and when you touch an
object, you transfer from those ridges, you transfer the
oils and the sweat.

Oftentimes, you can have a situation where it's a
textured surface and you don't -- you don't get any
transfer. Sometimes an individual is not sweating. And
then sometimes, perhaps they could have their hands
covered. They could be wearing gloves or have some sort of
object on their hands.

Q Any other reasons?
A Either that or they didn't touch it. That's the

only other reason.
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Charles Schultz - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes e
Q No further questions. Please answer any questions
the defense may have?
THE COURT: Any cross-examination?

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAYES:

Q The fingerprint. You said you look at them for

identifiable markers of identification?

A Correct.

Q Were you able to find any markers in what you had

there before you?
A No, sir. It was of no value. That means there
were no characteristics that could move forward to the next

stage of identification.

Q So no ridges, no valleys, no peaks?

A No bifurcations, no ridges, correct.

Q So that print was unable to even be put through
AFIS?

A That is correct.

Q Would it be able to have been compared to a known,

if you had a known?

A It would not.
Q Were your findings confirmed by a second --
A Yes. That would have been the crime scene

investigator under me, Seth Moore.

Q And y'all do that as a check?
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Charles Schultz - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes o
A Yes, we do a check and balance. The entire lab
does that peer review.
Q Are you able to tell from the fingerprint how old
they are?
A No.
Q Do you know if there was DNA from --
A I do not.
Q Did -- were you given knowns for exclusions? Were
you given the homeowners' fingerprints?
A No, I was not.
Q Why would that be important?
A That would be important to rule that fingerprint

either to an unknown individual as to a known, or to the
person that lives there. In this particular case -- and
what we particularly do, I would examine it to see if it
had value to move to the next step to see in it was
identifiable and then I would go request the known
standards from any homeowners or even officers. But in
this particular case, that wasn't needed because there was
not enough there to continue.

Q In this case were you given any other prints?

A In this particular case, no, sir. It was just that
Item Number 1, which was this latent.

Q You're not the officer that collects the print?

A No, sir, I was not.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o

1/l Q You were relying on the investigator or other

2|| officers to collect the prints?

31 A Correct.

4 MR. HAYES: Your Honor, I have no more questions.
5 THE COURT: Anything on redirect?

6 MR. EMMER: No, Your Honor.

7 THE COURT: Thank you very much. You can return to
8|l your place in the courtroom or be excused.

9 THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

10 THE COURT: Call your next witness,
T4 MR. COOPER: At this time, the State calls Chief
12|| Deputy Ben Hay.

13 BEN HAY, was duly sworn.

14 DIRECT EXAMINATION

15|| BY _MR. COOPER:

16|l Q Please state your name for the record?

171 A Ben, last name Hay.

18] Q Where do you currently work?

19| A Bamberg County Sheriff's Office.

20 Q And how long have you worked there?

21| A I've been at the sheriff's office 19 years in

22|| September.

23| Q@ What is your title at the Bamberg County Sheriff's

24| Office?

25| A Chief deputy.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper -
Q As chief deputy, what do your duties include?
A What doesn't it include. A little of everything.
Q Do your duties include reviewing jail phone calls
made from the Bamberg County jail?
A From time to time.
Q Is this something you do on a regular basis or
periodically?
A Somewhere in between.
Q Okay. Why might you be -- why might you begin
reviewing someone's jail phone calls?
A Great intel, great information.
Q Are you familiar with the company that actually
provides this access to the inmates?
A Securus Technology, out of Texas.
Q What is Securus Technologies?
A It's a secure call platform. They're in most jails
and prisons across the whole country.
Q And does the county pay for that?
A No, the county actually receives a little bit of

money from that. The inmates pay for the service and then

they imply some kind of fee back.

Q Are these phone calls recorded?
A They are.

Q Is this a secure system?

A Absolutely.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Is it password protected?
Absolutely.

Who has access to it?

0 r O

I'm not sure. There's about ten users presently

for the Bamberg County site.

Q That's Timited to law enforcement?

A Yes.

Q And the solicitor's office is also given access to
it?

A Absolutely.

Q Can these phone calls be altered or manipulated in
any way?

A No.

Q Doesn't every one of these phone calls begin with

informing the inmates that they are --
MR. HAYES: Objection leading.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q How do each one of these phone calls begin?

A It starts with a prerecorded recording that states
that these calls are recorded.

Q And anything else?

A It states the prisoner may usually, in this case it
didn't, but it tells them that theses calls relationship
record.

Q Are they also monitored?
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper -
A They are.
Q And when an inmate is taken into custody at the
jail, how does that inmate get access to the jail phone
call system?
A They're given a four digit PIN number,
Q Is each inmate assigned an account -- or an account
number?
A Well, what happens is when you go in -- the first

time you ever go in, you're assigned an account number.
And then that day you're given a PIN number and a year
later if you're rearrested, you still have the same account
number, but you've got a new PIN number. And the account
number follows you for 1ife in the Bamberg County system,
but the PIN number changes every time you come to the jail.
THE COURT: How 1is it paid for?
THE WITNESS: The inmate's pay it through their
canteen fund. It's actually tied to their canteen fund.
THE COURT: In other words, they put their money in
their account then they draw on that for the phone calls?
THE WITNESS: Exactly.
BY MR. COOPER:

Q Is it possible for an inmate to use another inmates
accounts?
A It is possible.

Q Does the jail try to do anything to deter this?
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

A They try to deter it and it's not in the inmate's
best interest because if you had an inmate's phone number,
when you're making phone calls, you're taking funds from
the inmate.

Q So if I got arrested, and Lieutenant Linder got

arrested and I use her account, she'd lose money?

A Exactly.

Q So she would try to prevent me doing that?

A Exactly.

Q So when I want to listen to or monitor a inmate's

spoken calls, how do you do that?

A It's about six different ways I can do it. I can
set it up to where it just calls my phone call every time
inmate you A picks up the phone. I can also just sit at my
desk and monitor it as this call is online. I can come in
after being off for the weekend and I want to see what
suspect A said over the weekend, I can look for it by his
name; I can look for it by his PIN number; or I can search
using his account number.

Q So you personally have an accounts or user name

account where you can access it?

A Yes.

Q And do you have a password?

A I do.

Q And once you're in the system, then you conduct the
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o
-- then you're able to conduct the search you were just
talking about by searching different ways?
A Exactly.
Q And you can narrow it down even to specific dates?
A Dates and times, to the second.
Q And when you conduct this search, let's say that
you search by a defendant's name?
A Yes, sir,
Q What pops up on your computer?
A A spreadsheet of every phone call that he'd made,

basically in that search parameter. Like if I tell it to
look from January 1st to present or July 1st to present, it
will just give me a breakdown of every phone call that he's
made.

Q So within each phone call, does it also have other
identifying information?

A It does.

Q Account number, PIN number, number of calls,
duration? And the date?

A And the date.

Q And what triggered you to make -- what triggered
you to make a search of the phone calls against the
defendant?

A I was made aware of it by the solicitor's office

that there was a phone call of interest.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o
Q And did you have an opportunity to search the
defendant's phone calls?
A Yes.
Q And did you determine what his PIN number is?
A Yes.
Q And what is that PIN number?
A The PIN number that he was using at the time on
that date was 2632,
Q Is there a number this front of that?
A There is and that's the account number. It would
be 0883.
Q So just to clarify so they understand, so there's
an account number and a PIN number?
A Yes.
Q And that shows up for that person's phone calls
every time you conduct a search?
A Exactly.
Q And did the defendant make a large number of phone

calls in the time that he was in jail?

A Yes, sir.

Q And reviewing these phone calls, it's labor
intensive?

A Incredibly.

Q It takes a lot of your time?

A Exactly.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper o

Q Because it goes by realtime, you can't really speed
it up you, can you?

MR. HAYES: Objection.

THE COURT: Why.

MR. HAYES: Lack of question.

THE COURT: Ask another question.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.
BY MR. COOPER:
Q Did you review a phone call of the defendant in
this case?
A I did.
Q That was of particular interest to you regarding

the charge that he is now on charge for?

Yes, sir.

And what is the date and time of that phone call?
February 13th at 11:11 and 54 seconds.

And that was this year?

0f 2019.

Do you know what phone number he dialed?

I do.

What was that phone number?

803-709-2259.

o r o0 r oo r p o r o r

And have you been able to identify who that number
belongs to?

A Yes.
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Q

In listening to the call, does it sound like a male

or female he's speaking to?

right?
A

It sounds 1ike a female,

And what PIN number 1is associated with that phone

That PIN number of 2632.

The same PIN number of the defendant; isn't that

During that time frame, yes. He was issued a new

one later on.

Q

Okay. Chief Hay, I'm going to be showing you what

has been marked as State's Exhibit Number 5. Can you

please tell the jury what that is?

A
Q
A

That is a CD.
A CD of what?

Of the audio recording of the phone call in

question.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

How are you able to recognize that?

Because I initialed it in the top right corner.
And you've had an opportunity to review it?

I did.

Is it a fair and accurate copy?

Yes.

Of the phone conversation that you actually

searched for and found yourself?
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

A Yes.
Q That the defendant made on February 13th, 2019?
A Yes.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, at this time the State
would move to admit State's Number 5 into evidence.

MR. HAYES: Judge, I renew my objections to
anything past 3 minutes.

THE COURT: I'm sorry?

MR. HAYES: Anything past 3 minutes, I'm renewing
my objection as to relevance. Anything past 3 minutes.

THE COURT: Al11 right, sir. Members of the jury,
if you would, I need you to go to the jury room for a
minute, please.

(The jury left the courtroom at 4:16 p.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Now, the part that you want
to really get in is where he said, I already know it ain't
mine, I had gloves on; is that correct? I mean that's
what's relevant as far as this case is concerned.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir. Later in the phone call
there 1is conversation regarding him wanting to escape or
run and I believe that that's consciousness of guilt and
I --

THE COURT: I didn't hear that, but anyway as I
say, I couldn't understand most of what was being said.

Anyway. You think there's something -- I certainly would
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

Tet in that part of the phone call where he says, 1 already
know it ain't mine, I had gloves on. I let that in and
that comes in the first 3 minutes of the phone call.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, if I may, I would also ask
that the jury hear the very beginning where it states this
phone call is subject to monitoring and recording.

THE COURT: Sure, sure. I'll let you do that.

Like I said I think I heard something like you're talking
about not too far in it. So I'l1l admit the phone call
through when he says that. Anything else that have you
want the get in?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I --

THE COURT: You said something about escaping or
something Tike that, but I don't think I'11 Tet that in.
Anything else.

MR. COOPER: No, sir, I'1l let that go.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Limit the phone call or
play the phone call through where he says that.

MR. HAYES: And I would also add, Your Honor,
because we're NOT publishing or -- because we're agreeing
to only admit a portion of the phone call that the disk not
be allowed to go back to the jury room.

THE COURT: Well, anything 1ike that, I don't send
it back to the jury room. If they want to listen to it

again, I bring them back out and let them listen to it in
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Ben Hay - Direct Examination by Mr. Cooper

open court. Same thing as far as the video. 1 don't send
that back to the jury room with them.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: If they want to secure it or see it,
I'1TT 1Tet them do it in open court.

THE COURT REPORTER: So the disk is admitted?

THE COURT: I'm going to admit it into evidence and
let them play through that statement that you're talking
about.

MR. COOPER: Subject to the defense objections.

THE COURT: 1I'm going to allow it up to there.

A1l right. So y'all have already -- ready to cut
it off after they -- okay.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al1 right. Bring them back in.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 4:20 p.m.)

THE COURT: Let's get the speakers as close to the
jury, however y'all want to do it, but let's get it to
where they can hear as best they can. Do you need to put
it over there or what do you need to do?

MR. COOPER: No, sir. It should be good.

THE COURT: A1l right. So over objection, I'm
going to allow the phone call to be played for the jury up
to the point where I said -- where we cut it off.

A1l right. Go ahead.
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Ben Hay - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

(The phone call was playing.)
THE COURT: Al11 right. Anything else?
MR. COOPER: Chief, please answer any questions the
defense has.
THE COURT: Okay. Cross,
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAYES:

Q Chief, how often do you pull calls?

A Depends on what's going on.

Q Once a week? Once a month?

A Sometimes a lot one month and sometimes a couple of

months go by.
Q Why, specifically, did you pull this for this case?
A Because I was made aware of it.

Q How?

A Through the solicitor's office.

Q How? How were you made aware of a phone call by
the solicitor's office?

A They would want someone to authenticate the
recording, so they gave me the date and time and I was able
to go back and look for it. Then I Tistened to their
recording of it and it was the same recording. I searched
for it on four different, four different ways and was able
to find it all four times and was able to review it.

Q What four ways did you search?
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Ben Hay - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes

A By name, by account and PIN, by the phone number,
and then just by PIN alone. And that recording is still on

the database and can still be reproduced.

Q You said you searched by name?

A Yes, sir,

Q That name is then tied through to an account/PIN,
correct?

A Yes.

Q You searched by PIN?

A Yes.

Q And then phone number?

A Again --

Q How do you search by a phone number?

A The number that was dialed. You can type in the

number that the inmate dialed, 803-709 --

Q Okay. And then again by PIN, which is tied to the
account/PIN?

A Exactly.

Q Slash name?

A Yeah, that's it. Well, those two searchs are very
similar.

Q Well name the -- what I'm getting at is name the

very dependent upon account number and PIN number?
A Yes.

Q Okay. You testified earlier that inmates swap PIN
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Ben Hay - Cross-Examination by Mr. Hayes o
1|| numbers?
2l A Yes.
3 Q And information for honey buns so they can make a
4| phone call?
51| A Well, they -- 1ike I say, they try not to because

6|l you give somebody your PIN, you're probably going to lose

7|| your entire account.

8|l Q@ But it happens?
all A It can.
10| Q Now, you said that he had a different PIN number

11| issued to him. When?
12l A There was a PIN number issued on 4/10 and then

13|l there was a PIN number issued an 2/11 of 2019,

144l Q A1l right. 2/11/19, he was issued a PIN number?
15 A Yes.

16|l Q Another PIN number was issued on 4/10/19?

17| A Yes.

18| Q Because somebody else had his PIN number?

19| A I'm not sure why.

20 Q Is there any other reason that you're aware of to

21|l get a new PIN number?
22| A I'm not sure.
23| Q@ A1l right. You testified earlier that some, if
24|l somebody got your PIN number though, they had access to

25|| your account?
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A Yes.
Q That means your money?
A It could be.
Q That means your ability to make phone calls under

your name?
A Yes.
Q And you said usually in the beginning of the phone

call it says who it is?

A Yes.
Q This case it doesn't?
A No.

MR. HAYES: Beg the Court's indulgence.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

MR. HAYES: I have no more questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al1 right. Anything on redirect?

MR. COOPER: Nothing from the State.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Thank you, thank you very
much, you may return to your place in the courtroom or be
excused.

Call your next witness.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, at this time the State
would wish to publish to the jury, a fact which has been
stipulated to by both the defense and the State's
attorneys.

THE COURT: Do you know what he's talking about?
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MR. HAYES: 1 do, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Go ahead then.
Ladies and gentlemen, they want to -- they're just

going to tell you about a fact that both sides agree is
accurate, true.

Go ahead.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, the State of South
Carolina and the defendant stipulate to the following
facts: The defendant Randy Chestnut was convicted of
burglary in Bamberg County on April 7th 2008 and on April
14th, 2010. Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: The reason for that is that that's part
of the statute in regard to possible punishment and so
forth as far as this case is concerned. It has nothing to
do with the actual facts as far as whether or not he did
this crime itself, but it has to do with what punishment
and the State is required to prove that as part of this
case that's being made before you. It doesn't have
anything to do with whether or not he committed the crime
that he's charged with today, but it has to do with how
much punishment he can receive at the end of this case if
he's convicted. That's why it has -- that's the best
explanation I can give for you as to why they have to prove
that he'd been convicted of two prior offenses 1like that.

A1l right. Anything else?
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MR. COOPER: The State rests, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A1l right. So that's all we're going
to hear from the State in regards to it. I need to talk to
the Tawyers about how we're going to proceed from here. So
I need you to go to the jury room for just a few minutes,
please.

(The jury left the courtroom at 4:30 p.m.)

THE COURT: You read from that, it's in the record.
I don't know if you need that.

MR. COOPER: No, Your Honor. I would Tike -- I
know that it probably isn't proper to put it into evidence,
but I would like to make it a court's exhibit.

THE COURT: Al11 right. That's fine. No problem
with that.

MR. HAYES: I have to objection to that.

THE COURT: It's not going to the jury.

MR. COOPER: Correct.

THE COURT: Was that information okay that I gave?
Anybody object to that?

MR. HAYES: I don't object to that, but we do have
an instruction that it's not to be used for credit as to
credibility as a person, only as to whether the element was
met.

THE COURT: Well, you write out something you want

me to tell them and I'11 consider it when I charge them,
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okay. You don't have to give it to me right now. 1If you
want to write out something else you want me to --

MR. HAYES: I think Ralph King Anderson had a --

THE COURT: No, you give me what you want me to
give them,

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. Now, so, they've finished then,
as I understand it. Are you going the put up anything?

MR. HAYES: May I have a few minutes, Judge.

THE COURT: Sure, go ahead.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

MR. HAYES: Judge, do you need a decision tonight
as to whether he's going to testify or not? Or can we give
it in the morning?

THE COURT: Well, we can stop tonight. We'll stop
now and you can have over the evening recess to decide.

Bring them back in.

MR. HAYES: You want to hear our motions in the
morning?

THE COURT: Yeah, well, maybe we'll hear from you
or whatever.

(There was a pause in the proceedings.)

THE COURT: A11 right. We have Mr. Chestnut back
with us and his attorneys are present and as I understand

it, the State has finished its case, now we switch to the
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defense and all.

You say you want to talk with your client before
you decide to put up any witnesses or anything, so I'l]
give you over the evening recess to discuss how y'all are
going to proceed and you can let me know in the morning.

The State's through, so I'11 give you to tomorrow
morning to decide how you want to agree.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is that agreeable?

MR. HAYES: Would that be okay as well for my
motion?

THE COURT: Well, we're going to take up any
motions, if you've got any to make at this point, I'11 go
ahead and take up any motions now and everything. So go
ahead.

MID-TRIAL MOTIONS

MR. HAYES: Judge, I would, at this time move for a
directed verdict. Taking the evidence most favorable to
the nonmoving party and prior motions and arguments to
objections, Judge I would say that the State has failed to
bring sufficient evidence before the Court that
Mr. Chestnut is the individual 1in question and prove that
there's a connection between the individual and the video
and the individual that is here today.

THE COURT: Al11 right. I appreciate that, but I
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think it's a jury issue at this point and also I deny your
motion.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A11 right. Bring the jury in.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 4:46 p.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right, sir. We do have all the
jury back with us and Mr. Chestnut is present, along with
his attorneys. As I believe I mentioned and all, the State
has rested. They have presented all the testimony and the
evidence that the State wishes you to consider in
connection with this case, but we still have the other side
to hear from if Mr. Chestnut wishes to present anything.

As I said, the burden of proof is on the State and remains
with the State at all times. But I'm going to give them
over the evening recess to just talk it over with their
client and decide how they want to proceed.

So we're going to stop for now and we'll come back
tomorrow morning about 9:30 and we'll get started just as
soon as we can after 9:30 tomorrow morning.

Again, I will tell you, do not discuss the case
with family, friends, or anyone else. If they want to know
what you're doing, you tell them that you're involved in
the trial of a case. You're actually on the jury that's
hearing the case. It's not over, it's still going on. You

can tell them all about it once it's over, but it would be
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a violation of your oath that you took earlier, at the
start of the case to discuss the case with anyone. So keep
that in mind. Don't discuss with anyone over the even
recess. If anybody wants to talk with you about it,
insists on talking with you about it or anything of that
nature, you let me know about it and I'11 deal with them
after that. For as I've said, no one should influence you
in this case except through the testimony and the evidence
as presented from this witness stand. Keep that in mind.

Be back tomorrow morning in the jury room, not out
here --

Madam Clerk, I want you to take up the notebooks.

We'll keep them secure over the evening recess.

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Go ahead and get those now from them,
and the pens.

We'll give them back to you tomorrow morning. So
get your note pads and let the clerk lock them up over the
evening recess. All right. We've got those and the clerk
will Tock them up and give them back to you tomorrow.

And with that, I'11 Tet you go and be back 1in the
jury room tomorrow morning by 9:30. We'll get started as
soon as we can after that.

Have a nice evening.

(The jury left the courtroom at 4:50 p.m.)
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THE COURT: All right. Let's give the jury plenty
of a chance to clear the courthouse before any of us go
out. So y'all wait in here about 5 minutes or whatever.
Make sure the jury's all gone before you let any of the
crowds go, okay.

THE BAILIFF: Al11 right.

THE COURT: So if you have any special requests for
me to charge, I never have dealt with a case 1like this with
the two prior conviction part, you know, but that's part of
the offense; that's part of the way it's defined.

MR. HAYES: Judge, I believe there's a standard
charge.

THE COURT: Well, you can give me what you want me
to say about that, okay. That will give something to do
this evening. Get me anything special tomorrow morning.

And Madam Clerk, I'm going to let you keep this
indictment so I don't Tose it, okay?

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. As I said, just make sure
the jury is cleared of the courthouse so y'all won't be
mixing up with them. I'11 be here at 9 o'clock for a bond
hearing and then we can take this up at 9:30.

(Court was in recess for the day.)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24, 2019
THE BAILIFF: The jury is here, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: All right. Good.

A1l right. Mr. Hayes, what's the plan?

MR. HAYES: Judge, first off, I have an objection
to law enforcement sitting directly behind and right next
to him.

THE COURT: Well, we certainly can let one, you
know, there's one that can be there. You know, I hadn't
taken any note of that and everything, but anyway that's
fine.

MR. HAYES: One officer, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Y'all need to have two there for any
particular reason?

CHIEF HAY: We can back off a Tittle bit for
now.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. HAYES: Thank you, Your Honor.

The second matter is that we're going to close in
front of the jury and delve right into --

THE COURT: Okay. So you're not going to put up
any evidence, any witnesses or anything of that sort?

MR. HAYES: No, sir, we're going to rest.

THE COURT: A1l right. Is that correct, Mr.
Chestnut?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ATl right. And you've talked this
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over, discussed it with your Tawyers?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: That what you want to do?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Al11 right. That's fine. So anything
else before we bring the jury out and close?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I would just ask that the
defense rest in front of the jury.

THE COURT: Oh, yeah, they will, they will. And
then as far as the order of arguing and all after that, so
how -- we know how that's going to go?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir, I'm going to close in full
and then Mr. Hayes will go last and close in full.

THE COURT: A1l right. And what did you have --
did have anything in terms of any particular charge you
want me to give rather than to -- than the charge he's
facing.

MR. HAYES: I have nothing further than what the
solicitor e-mailed you yesterday.

THE COURT: I didn't get any e-mails, so you got to
give me whatever you want to give me in paper form.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I can give you an informal
hard copy.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. COOPER: This is the -- Mr. Hayes has already
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viewed it.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

MR. COOPER: This is only the first degree burglary
charge and I believe this is the entire charge.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Hand it to me.

MR. COOPER: And Element Number 5 would be the
charge that we request to go under. It's the aggravated
circumstance of two prior convictions.

THE COURT: Okay. Just reading over it to start
with ready, it lTooks like it would be a good instruction
that I will give the jury.

MR. COOPER: And just to clarify, Judge, that's
only the first degree burglary charge. We would also, I
guess, expect, you know, it would be necessary to have all
the other normal charges like statement of --

THE COURT: Oh, sure, sure. And I'm looking at
this last one, Number 6 that they entered and remained in
the dwelling in the nighttime, that doesn't apply to this
case.

MR. COOPER: Correct, Your Honor, only Number 5.

THE COURT: Okay. That's what I wanted to make
sure. I hadn't read it all yet, but that's not something
that needs to be said to the jury. I'l1l look over the rest
of it.

But you think it's okay?
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MR. HAYES: Yes, sir. The language I was 100King
for is in there.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. HAYES: As to only the two priors of as an
element.

THE COURT: Good, good.

A1l right. We'll bring the jury out and we'll
proceed to -- rest, the defense rests and then we'll
proceed to closing.

Bring the jury out.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 9:43 a.m.)

THE COURT: A1l right. We have all the jury with
us and Mr. Chestnut is present, along with his attorney.

I appreciate you being on time this morning. And
we have been occupied out here with a few other matters
before we could bring you out. And so we finished with the
State's case yesterday and now we switch to the defense.

You wish to call any witnesses or present any
evidence on behalf of Mr. Chestnut?

MR. HAYES: Your Honor, the defense would rest.

THE COURT: Al11 right. So that completes all the
testimony and evidence then that will be presented to you
in this case. Now we'll move on to the part of the trial
where the attorneys can argue or close to you. Argue, that

is try to persuade you as to what version or view you
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should take of the facts and testimony in this case.

So the way we'll go about hearing from the
attorneys is first of all, the solicitor, the prosecuting
attorney in this case, Mr. Cooper, I believe, will give the
closing for the State and then we'll switch over to the
other side and --

Mr. Hayes, you'll give the closing for the
defendant; is that correct?

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: AT1 right. You may proceed.

CLOSING ARGUMENTS

MR. COOPER: Thank you, Your Honor.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury the devil 1is in
the details. Now, this is the part of the case where we
conduct closing arguments. And this is going to be the
last time that you hear from me. And I'm going to explain
the Taw, the evidence in this case, and then you're going
to hear from Mr. Hayes and then, at that time, you're going
to be charged by the judge on the Taw. And the judge is
going to instruct you on what the Taw 1is for first degree
burglary, and he's going to provide you with a Tot of other
information that's going to be helpful in you rendering you
verdict. At that point, you're going to go back to that
jury room and you're going to begin your deliberations.

The law for burglary in the first degree is this:
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Breaking and entering into a dwelling with the intent to
commit a crime therein by a person who has been convicted
of two prior burglaries. That's first degree burglary.

So briefly, what, what can we agree on in this
case? You heard after we finished with all of our
witnesses that the defense and the State agree that Mr.
Chestnut was convicted of burglary in 2008 and in 2010.
That element is met. We all agree on.

What else can we agree on? Well, they don't deny
that a burglary was committed. And that's because it's on
video and they can't deny it. Somebody broke into that
house at _ They stole a TV. And that
house is a dwelling because the Jeffcoats Tive there. It's
their permanent residence. So that we can agree on. So
what's the only thing left to decide? Is the person on
that video the defendant? That's the only thing left to
decide. That's what we're arguing about.

Here is how we know that that man sitting at that
table is the person on that video: We're going to go
through this evidence a little bit together and we're going
to start with the security footage because I believe it's
important and I think --

Are we going be able to slow it down? Okay.

We're not going to be able slow it down and I know

that it's quick. You know, as we, as was testified, it's a
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motion activated camera and it cuts on when something walks
in front of it and it cuts off when movement ceases. So
when you watch this video, keep in mind that, when you go
back to your room to deliberate, you're going to be able,
if you ask and would Tike to see it again, you can always
come back out and watch it again.

THE COURT: If I might interject, what he just said
is the way, the procedure, that we follow is that we don't
send the video back to the jury room with you to look at it
back there. If you want to see it again during the course
of your deliberations, you let me know and we'll bring you
back out here and we'll play it for you. Okay? It's in
evidence, but we don't send it to the jury room. We Tet
you come back out and view it where everybody can see it.
A1l right.

(The video was played for the jury.)

MR. COOPER: Listen to the door pop. That's
breaking and entering.

That's the stealing of the TV. That's the crime
committed therein.

So that's a short video, there's not a whole Tot
there, but it shows the burglary. So what we did in an
effort to help everybody understand a Tittle bit about the
case is we put these still shots in evidence. And you've

already passed them around, but I'11l show them to you
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again, and you'll be able to actually take these back there
with you.

But here's the subject with something on his hand.
This is the subject Tooking back and this is the one that I
find the most important. This is Exhibit Number 4, and his
arms are outstretched and he's holding that TV, and I would
struggle to told that TV. 1It's a big TV, it's a 65=-inch
TV. But when he does that, he's holding it with his hands
where? And what do you see? Something green on the left
and something white on the right. Gloves. Maybe a sock on
his right hand, I don't know, but he's got covers.

Let's go back to the facts of the case and how
Mr. Chestnut was determined to be a suspect. What do we
know from the testimony?

We know this: On December 18th, Lieutenant Linder
met with Officer Chestnut of the North Police Department.
We know that on December 19th, Lieutenant Linder was
approached by the defendant. And the defendant gave his
statement.

And before we go into the facts of that statement,
what can you deduce from the meeting and the defendant
approaching Lieutenant Linder? I submit to you, ladies and
gentlemen, that you can deduce this: Randy spoke with his
sister between the meeting of Lieutenant Linder and his

sister and him meeting his sister. At that point, he
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believed that he was caught. He thought that he was
caught. You see, his sister -- we don't know what was said
between Lieutenant Linder and officer Chestnut. We know
they met; we know they discussed this case; and we know
that the next day, the defendant approached her.

So he knew that he was caught. So what did he do?
He said, Lieutenant Linder, my sister says I need to talk
to you. Okay. What about? She doesn't know. She doesn't
think that he's caught yet. At this time, he thinks that
he is caught. She still doesn't have a real suspect.
That's why she doesn't turn her body cam on. And if she
had, what would the defendant have done? Stopped talking.
He would have seen that. But she said, what do we need to
talk about? Well, he went into confessing the case.
Confessing what he did. He took what was his.

But what did he have to do? He knew that he was
caught and he knew that he had to come clean so he had to
come up with a story. He had to justify what he did. He
had to make an excuse for what he did. He came up with
this story of how the Jeffcoats are owing him; and his
wife, Ms. Jeffcoat is being used as a payment. And he
called them racists. And he came up with all these
terrible, terrible things -- by the way, none of which have
been substantiated because you heard Ms. Jeffcoat testify

that she had never owed him money, that her husband never
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owed him money. testified. That's why he came up
with that story. He knew that he was caught. So he had to
come up with something to justify his conduct.

His bad act.

So let's talk about that statement a Tittle bit.
What did he say? I took what was mine. How do we know
that he's talking about the Jeffcoats? The devils in the
details. He knew that it was a married couple. He saw
cameras. He should have took them shits too. He knew
about the dog. The devils in the details.

So remember that in listening to this phone call
and that too, you're going to be able, if you ask, to come
back out and listen to it again.

Ready when you are.

(The phone call was played for the jury.)

Wait this shit out until April. What month is it
now? That's right. I had gloves on. There ain't no case
was the conversation with her. He didn't say her name. He
didn't say Lieutenant Linder, he didn't say Quan. But he
did say she. The conversation with her was not recorded.
There ain't no case. That's what he said.

And I'11 submit to you, ladies and gentlemen, that
it would have been a difficult case to prosecute until he
made that phone call. The devil is in the details.

At the beginning of this trial -- well, before I go




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

221

221

into that, aside from the fact, aside from the details in
that phone call, what else do we know that was testified
too by Chief Hay of the account name on that phone call was
Randy Chestnut; the PIN number for that account on that
phone call was the defendant's PIN number. That's two ways
to identify who made that phone call. But the devil's in
the details.

At the beginning of this trial, I told you that
this case was 1ike a puzzle and you weren't going to be
able to listen to one witness's testimony or to look at
just one piece of evidence and know who did it. This case
requires you all to put everything together. And the way
that you know that the defendant is guilty is by Lieutenant
Linder's testimony about his statement accompanied with
that phone call. When you put those two pieces of evidence
together, there is no other person who could have committed
this crime other than the defendant.

At the end of the day, this case is a confession
case. I submit to you that there's two confessions.
There's the confession to Lieutenant Linder, there's the
implicit confession in that phone call. I know the
fingerprints ain't mine, I had gloves on. So I'm just
going the wait it out until April.

Now, the burden of proof as I told you before, is

on us, the State of South Carolina. And we have to prove
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to you beyond a reasonable doubt of the defendant's guilt.
So what is beyond a reasonable doubt? What does that
actually mean? Everybody hears it on TV. It's fancy
terminology. There is no real definition. But it can be
explained. And the judge may or may not explain it to you
this way. It is evidence that leaves you firmly convinced
of the defendant's guilt. Firmly convinced. 1It's not
beyond any doubt. 1It's evidence that leaves you firmly
convinced of the defendant's guilt.

Ladies and gentlemen, you've seen the evidence.
You have heard the testimony. It's time to put it all
together. It's time to make a decision. And the only
verdict in this case is a verdict of guilty of burglary in
the first degree.

I appreciate your time and effort. I know not
everybody wants to be here for jury service and I've
enjoyed working with you over the past two days. Thank
you.

THE COURT: Mr. Hayes.

MR. HAYES: May it please the Court, Mr. Cooper.

Before I get into what I have planned to say, I
want to address directly the solicitor's close. The devils
in the details. Here's the details. Quan goes to the
burglary. She alleges she speaks with the sister and then

on the very next day gets a confession. He's not arrested.
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The details of that confession don't fit. 1The victim
denies owing any money to Randy Chestnut, denies knowing
Randy Chestnut, denies having sex with Randy Chestnut,
denies ever being offered sex with to Randy Chestnut. A
month goes by from this alleged confession and there's no
warrant. Why?

The big detail here is maybe Quan was under
pressure, The victim told you from the stand, they're
personal friends of the sheriff. They've been burglarized
once, the dog has been shot; they're burglarized again and
nobody is arrested. Y'all are local, how many times did
you see it on the local news out of Augusta or Columbia,
Barnwell, Bamberg, or Denmark on the news for a regular
house break in. There's murders that happen here that
don't get put on the news. This case was on the news,
How? Why? Because they wanted something done.

She testified the first time it happened nobody got
arrested. They didn't even investigate. She testified
that had she even gave items to Lieutenant Linder to take
from the first burglary because nobody had been arrested.
Their dog had been shot. No investigation, just a report
taken. They'd had it. I sympathize for them. I
absolutely do. It's frustration.

He talks body camera. Well, if somebody comes

walking up, one, they're just going to start confessing to
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you? Oh, I did this. Not to one crime, but multiple?
Because in that confession, the way it reads, he's selling
drugs too.

And I don't know about not noticing somebody's
walking up and meeting you and your sitting in the car,
click, when you see him coming. Less than a second is what
she said. Click. Anybody walking up and seeing that
camera is going to assume it's on any way. Why else wear
it? Devils in the details.

Now, he also said it's Tike a puzzle. Well, have
y'all ever had a friend when they'd go buy something and
they have to put it together, a kids toy at Christmas or
trying to work on their car and they don't have experience
or knowledge of what's going on with it and they take it
apart and they put it back together and they Took over and
there's parts laying on the table? Or you got those extra
parts and you're like, where do they go. That's where
you're at right now. That's what you've got given. You
got given a toy that was half put together. You don't have
all the parts. You don't have what you need. There's
holes if you start Tooking at this whole project from the
outside as a whole, there's parts that should have been put
in there that you don't have.

When I opened, I gave you a quote that I pretty

much butchered from Colin Powell. But the basics of it is
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this: The home team expects to win. And they get
complacent because they have home field advantage. And
when I say home team advantage, say the solicitor's office,
I mean all law enforcement because the solicitor's office,
the individuals sitting right here can only do with what
they're given, the same as what the defense.

So where does it come from? It comes from the
patrol, the investigation out in the field. The rest of
that quote goes onto say that visitors shouldn't be
complacent with expecting that the home team is going to
win, you should bring it. Make them bring it. Make the
home team earn that victory. What that means here and the
way I would convert it over is this: As a jury, you are to
be given everything you need for a guilty verdict. I
submit to you, you have not been given that. There's
holes. It hasn't been done in this case.

Let's go through the case. I feel sorry
for her. She came home and found her home broke into. But
she can't identify the individual in the video.

Ms. Jeffcoat, again, I sympathize as a parent, as a
homeowner. Your home is your sanctity and it was
burglarized. But she can't identify who is on the video.
She denies knowing Mr. Chestnut. She denies owing anybody,
not just Mr. Chestnut, but anybody, any money. She denies

offering sex. She denies ever being asked before yesterday
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about these details. 1The details of the statement that
they're alleging is a confession. She was surprised when
Ms. Alves asked her these questions. You can see that.

Next thing, fingerprint. No usable details from
the investigator that came from Orangeburg to testify. It
was useless. Also what he told you is that he retired in
January. What does that mean? That fingerprint report was
done before January because he sure didn't do a report
after he retired.

The phone call. This phone call is in February.
That fingerprint report was done before January, before
this man retired. I also heard that in the beginning of
the phone call they're supposed to tell you who it is. Not
on this phone. There's no name. You also heard that a PIN
is attached to an account and an account is attached to a
name. Well, their talking about multiple ways of verifying
that this phone call 1is his. Well every way that you just
said is attached to one thing, a name. The PIN is attached
to the same name. An account is attach today the same
name. It doesn't matter if you search PIN or if you search
account, you're going to come to the same name. That's not
double authentication. Is the same authentication.

You also hear that his PIN number was changed.
Why? You heard PIN numbers get taken, used, swapped.

Honey buns are getting involved. You can't say who's
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making the phone call.

Another detail, who's the person on the other side
of the phone? They had a phone number. They don't know
who they called? Why not put them on the stand? Who were
you talking to? There was no names in that phone call,
That phone call, you only got a little snippet of, taken
out of context. Why not go find the person that, you know,
alledgedly called? Have them testify. Put any effort in
the back end in doing the investigation. There's a phone
number there. I mean logically, the first step would be to
call it. See if they answer. See if they'll come in for
an interview.

They then had Lieutenant Linder say that's him on
the phone call. Well, you heard from her testimony, she
met him sometime in September or October at a call and they
had this mess that's going on for whatever call that she's
in, interviewing witnesses and seeing people and she just
sees him. Knows who he is now. Occasionally they ride by
and they throw a hand up. No other contact and then
supposedly this confession and now you're wanting to say
that's him on the phone? Never have talked to him on the
phone; never never had more than about 20 minutes worth of
conversation.

My grandmother -- my grandfather and my mother both

have passed in the recent, would still to this day mess me
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and my brother up on the phone. We are not twins. We are
two years apart. I've talked to my mother. I've lived
with my mother for 20 years. I have moved out, went to
school and never went back, but I still call my mother and
my father about, at least once a week, sometimes even daily
just to see how she's doing. My brother did the same thing
and there was times that I would call and my mom would be
talking to me and it would be blatantly clear after about 3
minutes into the call, she thinks I'm my brother, Nick.
And, of course, I have to say, Whoa, Mama, no, sir, I'm the
good one. But it happens. This was my own mother that I
spent 20 years of my 1life in her home and then still spent
another 13 calling about every other day, checking on her,
seeing her. She gave birth to me and my brother and she
still messed us up on the phone.

My grandfather, I'd be talking to him. It would be
10 minutes into the conversation before somebody actually
says a name because my brother and I both call him poppy,
Pop, what are you doing? And then it would come up, just
as clear as day, he thinks I'm Nick. No, I'm not Nick,
it's Dave. You need me to come over and cut your grass, or
whatever. But that's my own flesh and blood. And I'm sure
there's cases where each one of you have had the same thing
happen. You get into a conversation, you get a few minutes

in and then you become aware that they think you're talking
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to you, your sister, your mother, a cousin, or some other
relative? And you're like, Oh, wait, you want -- Mama,
hang on, Mama and give up this phone.

That's not a credible ID. The only thing the State
can tell you that they've proved is somebody made a phone
call from his PIN number.

And they also said there's many phone calls. Why
even start looking at the phone calls? Who started looking
at the phone calls? The State did. You heard the
solicitors did. Why? Because we're going to trial and
they've got nothing.

Now, officer Linder's been on the force in one
shape, form, or another in what I believe she said is about
17 years. She had held the title of investigator as well
officer in Orangeburg. There's been no formal training.
And she handles all the investigations in Denmark unless
SLED's is called in. This is a burglary. There's not even
photographs of the crime scene. She responds to this
burglary. She finds out this horrific set of events from
burglary, to dog being killed, to now a second burglary.
The victims are upset. The sheriff even comes out to their
house and you hear they're friends. You also hear that
nothing was done in the prior cases. She is under pressure
at this point. You also heard her tell you there's no

suspects. She even testified that there was no suspects
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after he gave a confession.

What's the chances of her going to talk to
Ms. Chestnut and then on the very next day just randomly
run into Mr. Chestnut in what walks up and just starts
vomiting a confession? It doesn't make any sense. And
then if you get a confession, why not cuff him right there
on the spot, take him in, and get the warrant. Why wait
that month? Well, it's one or two things: It either
didn't happen or she didn't believe him. But then waits a
month and goes and gets a warrant; never followed up on any
of the details. Never called Ms. Jeffcoat and said, Hey,
this is what I'm being told. Can you confirm or deny any
of these details. None of that was done.

I want to Teave you with, again, going back to
Colin Powell. Make them bring it. They didn't bring it.
I submit that the State has failed to give you what you
need to be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that the
person in the video or on that phone call is Randy
Chestnut. And that's falling short of convincing you
beyond a reasonable doubt and y'all should find him not
guilty.

THE COURT: A1l right. You've been sitting for
about 30 or 45 minutes, if you want to stand up and stretch
for a minute, you got the listen to me a few minutes more.

I don't know if any of you have any stiffness or whatever,
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do so. I do.
JURY CHARGE

THE COURT: You've heard and seen the evidence
presented to you in this case and you've also heard the
closing arguments from the attorneys. It's now my duty and
responsibility under the constitution and laws of this
state to discuss with you what your duties and
responsibilities are and the law that's involved in this
case and then you'll go to the jury room and you will
deliberate and you'll give us your verdict, your decision
as far as this case 1is concerned.

The State claims that Randy D. Chestnut, who I
introduced to you earlier, who will be referred to as the
defendant; Mr. Randy D. Chestnut committed the crime of
what's called burglary in the first degree. That's defined
by the Tegislature of this State in one of the sixth of the
Code of Laws of this State in three degrees of burglary,
burglary first degree, burglary second degree, burglary
third degree. And I'11 go over the elements in regard to
burglary, first degree.

But you can think about burglary as being the most
serious, less serious and then the least serious as far as
the Taws of this state is concerned. But here we're only
concerned with a charge of what's called burglary in the

first degree. The most serious type of burglary that a
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person can commit in the State of South Carolina.

Now, to that charge of burglary in the first
degree, if and that's -- the elements of it, by the way,
all of the elements of burglary in the first degree are
written out and contained on this piece of paper, which we
refer to as the indictment. And as I said that's -- this
is not proof of anything in regard to the charge Mr.
Chestnut, but it's just the way that we require the State
notify him of the charge made against him. But it does
contain in writing all of the elements of the offense in
this case.

This is what it says, it says that on December 6,
2018, Mr. Chestnut did willfully and unlawfully enter,
without consent, and with the intent to commit a crime

therein, the dwelling of Debbie Jeffcoat, located at-
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County. And that he had two or more prior convictions for
burglary. That's the definition right there. That's the
definition of burglary in the first degree as is involved
in this case. All of the elements of that crime are stated
right there in this indictment. Your job is to decide
whether the State has met the burden of proof in regard to
proving all of those elements that define the crime of
burglary in the first degree, and that Mr. Chestnut did

things alleged in that indictment.
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But to that charge, of course, he said, IL'm not
guilty. And as I told you earlier, that places the burden
of proving him guilty on the State. A person who's charged
is never required to prove himself or herself innocent.

The burden of proof is on the State throughout the trial
until you, the jury in the jury room have reached the
conclusion that the State had proven him guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt.

No, what do we mean when we say that the State must
prove someone guilty beyond a reasonable doubt? The term
reasonable doubt may be best understood by giving it its
plain and ordinary meaning. A reasonable doubt is the kind
of doubt that would cause a reasonable person to hesitate
so act. If after hearing all the evidence, you hesitate to
convict Mr. Chestnut on this charge, on this evidence, then
he's entitled to a verdict of not guilty. Reasonable doubt
may arise from evidence which is in the case or from the
lack or absence of evidence in the case.

You alone must make the determination of whether
reasonable doubt exists as to the guilt of Mr. Chestnut.
You are the finders of facts in this case. You are the
judges of the credibility of the witnesses who have
testified. You have to decide who and what to believe.

You can believe all of a witness's testimony or you can be

believe part of it, disregard the other part, you have to
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make the determination of who and what to believe in regard
to all of the testimony and the evidence that has been
presented to you in this case.

If I've said or done anything during the course of
the trial that you interpreted in any way as an opinion
that I might have about the facts from the witnesses or the
witness or the testimony. Please disregard it, for I've
intended to be fair and impartial to both sides in this
case.

In deciding who and what to believe, I would
suggest you go about doing that in much the same way you
decide that +issue in your every day life. You and I have
to decide every day whether to believe what someone tells
us. It's so much a part of every day Tife that we
oftentimes don't think about any mental process that we may
go through, but you do it every day, whether at home, on
the street, on the job, wherever. When someone comes up to
you and makes a factual statement to you and someone says
something like such and such just happened and such and
such is about to happen; or you should do this because; or
you should do that because; when a person makes that type
of statement to you, you have to decide, do I believe what
that person tells me? How much trust, how much faith do I
put in what that persons telling me. As I said, I would

suggest you go about deciding who and what to believe in
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regard to the testimony and the evidence in this case in
much the same way you decide that issue in your every day
life.

Some of the things that you may want to consider,
and this is by no means an exhaustive list, but some of the
things that you may want to consider are such things as:
The demeanor or manner of the witness who testified;
whether the witness had reason to be biased or prejudiced,
whether a witness's testimony was contradicted on the one
hand or supported and corroborated on the other hand. You
certainly do not determine the truth or credibility or
believability merely by counting the number of witness who
may have testified as to some fact or issue in the case.

As I said, you may believe a small portion of a
witness's testimony and disregard the larger or vice versa,
You may believe one witness against many or many against
one. You should consider all of these things, bearing in
mind that you should give the defendant the benefit of
every reasonable doubt.

Now, the fact that Mr. Chestnut did not testify
should in no way weigh in your decision in this case.
That's not a fact to be held against him. As I've told
you, under the constitution and laws of this State, a
person is never required to prove himself innocent. The

burden of proof is always on the State. I told you that at
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the start, really the question that you'1l answer, as 1
said, when you go into the jury room is, has the State met
the burden of proof.

So that's the way the law is. That's the way the
constitution, that's the way the laws of this state say
that this trial will be conducted and that's the way you
should conduct your deliberations in this case.

Now, the charge in this case is a charge of
burglary in the first degree and as I said, that's
contained, the definition of burglary in the first degree
is contained in this indictment. And that's the charge
that you must consider and the only charge that you would
consider in deciding your decision in this case.

Now, what are the elements of it? The defendant is
charged with burglary in the first degree. The State must
prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant, Mr.
Chestnut, entered a dwelling without consent.

What is a dwelling? That's a building where a
person ordinarily sleeps. So that's the charge that the
State makes against Mr. Chestnut. That he entered a
dwelling where people, a person, one Oor more persons
ordinarily sleeps, without consent, he didn't have consent
to go in, and with the intent to commit a crime once he got
in there. That's the definition of burglary and it applies

in all those instances that I talked about. Next, entered
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a dwelling without consent and with the intent to commit a
crime, in this case steal something once he got in there.

Now, what makes this a burglary in the first degree
beyond that particular situation? There are five different
elements, five different things that could be involved, but
none of these are involved, such as use of a deadly weapon
or hurting somebody really bad or infliction of a bad
injury, those are not involved in this case. The only
thing added to the definition of burglary that would make
this burglary in the first degree is this: That when he
entered -- excuse me -- that he has a prior record of two
or more convictions for burglary. That's what would make
this burglary in the first degree as opposed to burglary in
the second degree or burglary in the third degree. Entered
the dwelling without consent and with the intent to commit
a crime once he got in there and he'd been convicted on two
occasions prior to this of burglary.

That's why that testimony or that stipulation came
in yesterday. That's one of the elements of the offense of
burglary in the first degree as defined by the legislature
that could be found to be applicable in this case.

Evidence of prior offenses by him was not offered to prove
that he has a bad character or to prove that he comitted
this particular burglary. The prior convictions may be

considered by you only for determining whether the State
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has met its burden of proof of proving the offense of
burglary in the first degree as I've defined that for you
by having committed and being convicted of two prior
burglaries prior to this.

Before you can even consider the evidence of his
prior burglaries, you must first find that the State has
proved beyond a reasonable doubt that he committed a
burglary as I've defined that for you and then the other
element, as I said that makes it into a burglary first
degree is that he'd been convicted on two prior occasions
of burglary.

Again, the State must prove all the elements of
burglary in the first degree beyond a reasonable doubt as I
have defined that for you.

Now, you were selected in this case as, both by the
State and the defendant as fair and impartial jurors. You
took an oath that you would decide this case based on the
facts as you find them to be, from the testimony and the
evidence that's been presented, and your full and fair
evaluation of that. When you comply with your oath to do
so, no one will have the right to criticize your verdict,
regardless of what that verdict may be.

There are two possible verdicts. If after
considering all of the testimony all of the evidence, you

decide that the State has not proven beyond a reasonable
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doubt that Mr. Chestnut committed burglary that's been
charged against him, then, of course, you would simply
write on this indictment, Mr. Foreman, the words not
guilty, sign your name down there at the bottom and we know
that's your verdict.

On the other hand, if you conclude that the State
has proven beyond a reasonable doubt the charge, that he's
committed the crime as charged in this indictment, then you
would simply write the words guilty on the back of the
indictment, sign your name as foreman, date it, and return
it to us and we'll know that that's your verdict in this
case.

You have no friends to reward or enemies to punish.
Your job is to do what you said you would do at the start
of this case, decide this case based on your full and fair
evaluation of the testimony and evidence that's been
presented to you from this witness stand and my
instructions to you on the law. When you do that, as I
said, no one will have the right to criticize your verdict
regardless of what that verdict is.

As I said, you'll have with you any physical --

Was there anything that was introduced into
evidence other than the video?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir, the photographs.

THE COURT: The photographs. You'll have that with
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you in the jury room and you'll also have this indictment,
this piece of paper. And again, I would ask that you use
this to let us know what your verdict is. You see there's
a space here on the back of it that says verdict, blank
lines and a place for you to sign and to date it down
there.

So, again, the two possible verdicts are, not
guilty or guilty depending upon your evaluation of the
testimony and the evidence. Your verdict must be
unanimous. All twelve of you must agree on what the
verdict is before you can come back and tell us that you've
reached a verdict. We don't have majority verdict ins
South Carolina. A1l twelve of you must agree.

Now, I'm going to ask you to go to the jury room.
Don't start your deliberations yet. 1I've been looking over
some notes. You can probably tell I've been reading from
some notes as I've been talking to you. I need to look
over my notes to make sure I've told you everything I need
to tell you. If I have, I'l1 send the indictment along
with the pictures to the jury room and you will know at
that time you can begin your deliberations. If I've
overlooked something, I'11 bring you back to tell you what
I've over looked.

(The jury left the courtroom at 10:23 a.m.)

THE COURT: Al11 right. Any exception to the charge
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from the State?
MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I was just discussing with
Mr. Hayes, I don't believe I heard you give the expert

witness charge and I don't believe

THE COURT: Expert witness charge? I don't know
what expert witness charge you're talking about. What
expert witness did we have that needs to be charged?

MR. COOPER: Well, Mr. Schultz was charged as an
expert an there's a charge stating that, you know, he's
allowed to give opinion testimony whereas a lay witness
isn't necessarily allowed to.

THE COURT: I agree. He just said that the
fingerprint was not identifiable or whatever. It didn't do
anything for the case one way or the other. Why do I need
to give that?

MR. COOPER: I just wanted to make sure I check all
the boxes.

THE COURT: Okay. I don't think I need to give
that.

MR. COOPER: Okay. And the Tast one, I don't know
if they heard it -- I don't know if I heard a statement of
the defendant charge; there's a charge --

THE COURT: It wasn't -- I made the finding that it
wasn't, he wasn't in custody there wasn't any kind of

interrogation. You know, if it was -- the testimony was
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that this is what he said, but I don't think I need to give
any kind of confession charge.

MR. COOPER: Can I show it to you and then we just
decide?

THE COURT: Okay. Let me look at this for just a
second.

MR. COOPER: And I don't know if this is necessary
either, Your Honor, but --

THE COURT: Well, Tet me just look at it a second.

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I mean -- well, I mean, the reason I
don't think 1it's necessary to charge on this, there's no
question in my mind, I don't think or anybody's mind, that
he was not in custody and it was not an interrogation. So
I don't think I need to say anything about that.

MR. HAYES: Judge, the only thing about that is
that they would have to prove that it was voluntary and
that it is also, they get to judge the credibility.

THE COURT: Well, I gave the credibility charge.

MR. COOPER: You did.

MR. HAYES: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I mean, I don't think I need to give
anything about -- there's no question that he was not in
custody and there's no question it was not an

interrogation.
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MR. COOPER: Yes, sir. I understand.

THE COURT: So I don't think I need to say anything
about that. I'm going to take a chance on that anyway. 1
don't think we need to confuse it -- anyway, I don't think
I need to give it.

A1l right. So get the pictures and here's the
indictment and we'll send it back and -- get the alternate
out also,

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir.

(The exhibits were gathered and the judge took the
exhibits and the indictment back to the jury room.)

(Deliberations began at 10:38.)

(The alternate was dismissed.)

(It was reported to the Court, the jury reached a
verdict at 10:47 a.m.)

VERDICT

THE COURT: Al11 right. We have Mr. Chestnut back
and his attorneys. The jury sent word that they have a
verdict, so bring them in.

(The jury entered the courtroom at 10:50 a.m.)

THE COURT: You get that indictment and hand it to
me.

A1l right. We do have the jury with us and Mr.
Chestnut is present, along with his attorneys. The jury

has returned a verdict of guilty, signed by the foreman of
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the jury.

Anything prior to the discharge of the jury from
the State? Nothing from the State.

Anything from the defendant?

MR. HAYES: We would ask to poll the jury.

THE COURT: Al11 right. What that means is that
under the procedures under the law, once a verdict is
returned in open court, then we do have a procedure for
what's called polling the jury. And what that means is I'm
going to call each one of your names and if you would, when
I call your name if you would raise your hand so I can see
that you are answering to that name because I don't know
you and all.

POLLING OF THE JURY

THE COURT: So I'm going to call each one of your
names and the questions that I'm asking you is this: Was
the verdict of guilty as has been reported here in court
and is signed by the foreman of the jury, was that your
verdict when you last voted in the jury room and is it
still your verdict here in open court. So that's the
question that I'm asking you. Was the verdict of guilty,
was that your verdict when you last voted in the jury room
and is it still your verdict here in open court. If it was
simply say yes. If it was not, simply say no. So that's

what I want to know. That's what we mean by polling the
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jury.

So the first person on the list is Karen Johnson.

Where's Ms. Johnson? Was that your verdict when you last

voted in the jury room?

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
open court?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
when you Tast voted
here in open court?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:
your verdict and is
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes.

And is it still your verdict here in

Yes.
Steve Cornforth. Was that your verdict

in the jury room and still your verdict

Yes, sir.

Gregg Clark as to the verdict, was this
it still your verdict?

Yes, Your Honor.,

Charles Birt. As to the verdict, was

this your verdict and is it still your verdict?

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir.

Mary Brant. Was this your verdict when

you last voted in the jury room and still your verdict here

in open court?
THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

Yes, sir.

Beverly Holman. As to the verdict, was

this your verdict and is it still your verdict?

THE JUROR:

Yes, sir.
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this

this

this

this

this
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the polling

finish your

THE COURT:

your verdict

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

your verdict

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

your verdict

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

your verdict

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

your verdict

THE JUROR:
THE COURT:

your verdict

John Jenkins. As to the verdict, was
and is it still your verdict?

Yes, sir.

Austin Jones, as to the verdict, was
and is it still your verdict?

Yes, Your Honor.

Donna Hindman. As to the verdict, was
and is it still your verdict?

Yes, sir.
Pamela Toomer, As to the verdict, was
and is it still your verdict?

Yes, sir.
Sally Crosby. As to the verdict, was
and is it still your verdict?

Yes, sir:

Kathy Lyons, as to the verdict, was

and is it still your verdict?

THE JUROR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: A1l right. I believe that completes
of the jury.

A1l right. Would you present your client then?

Mr. Chestnut, come up for sentencing.

And

ladies and gentlemen, that does, that does

service as far as your jury duty in regard to

this case is concerned and actually it's finished your jury
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duty for the week. We don't have anymore cases for trial
this week --

Is that correct, Solicitor?

MR. COOPER: That's correct.

THE COURT: Nothing else for trial. We will be
occupied with some other work. Bond proceedings and
possibly some guilty pleas where we don't need the jury.
So, you are free to go, but we just want you to know that
you can stay if you want to, but you don't have to stay if
you don't want too. And by the way, you can pass your --

Go ahead and get their notepads back from them.

Thank you very much for your service. You're free
to talk about the case if you want to. Give those notepads
back to the clerk.

(The jury left the courtroom at 10:55 a.m.)

THE COURT: A11 right. Solicitor, what would you
like to tell me as far as Mr. Chestnut is concerned?

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, I guess first I would
provide you with the sentencing sheet.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. COOPER: I would also make the Court aware of
his prior criminal record.

THE COURT: A11 right.

MR. COOPER: 1In 2008, he was convicted of burglary

in the third degree first offense. In 2010, he was




248

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

248

convicted of two counts of burglary second degree,
nonviolent, as well as armed robbery, as well as possession
with intent to distribute marijuana.

On March 5th, 2019, the State notified him of the
intent to seek a 1ife without parole sentence as this would
be his second most serious strike. I would like to provide
both of those, the one to his attorney and the one to Mr.
Chestnut as court's exhibits.

THE COURT: A11 right.

MR. COOPER: I would also like to mark a court's
exhibit, which is a cover letter, which included those
certificates of service as well as the sentencing sheets
for his prior record and the purpose of it was to inform
Mr. Chestnut of the nature of the charge against him prior
to the indictment being true billed by the grand jury in
April 2019 Bamberg County Grand Jury. I would also Tike to
make that a court exhibit.

THE COURT: AT11 right. Give those -- let her mark
them or whatever:

MR. COOPER: And pursuant to Carolina code --

THE COURT: Let her mark those.

(Exhibit Number 2, Number 3, and Number 4 was
marked for identification.)

THE COURT REPORTER: Those are Court's Exhibits 2,

3, and 4, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: AIl right. Go ahead.

MR. COOPER: Your Honor, pursuant to South Carolina
Code 17-25-45, the State of South Carolina seeks a sentence
of 1ife without parole.

THE COURT: A11 right, sir. Do you have a copy of
that?

MR. COOPER: The code?

THE COURT: Yeah.

MR. COOPER: No, sir.

THE COURT: Look it up on your computer. I want to
make sure exactly what it says.

So what is -- this section that has been pointed
out to me here, do you want to do?

So it's the first section of 17-25-45 says,
notwithstanding any other provision of law, except in cases
for which the death penalty is imposed, upon a conviction
for a most serious offense as defined by this section, a
person must be sentence today a term of imprisonment for
life without the possibilities of parole if that person has
and then it spells out the other things as far as that's
concerned.

And so that's the section you say applies in this
case?

MR. COOPER: Yes, sir, he was convicted in 2010 of

armed robbery, which is a most serious offense, and
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burglary in the first degree is also a most serious
offense.

THE COURT: Al1 right. So I don't have any
discretion under this provision, I must sentence him to
1ife without parole?

MR. COOPER: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Al11 right. That's what I thought, but
I wanted to make sure. All right. Give this back. Thank
you for having that.

SENTENCE

THE COURT: And I'11 be glad to hear from you,
anything you would Tike to tell me.

MS. ALVES: Judge, at first, I'd 1ike the put on
the record. I know what the statute says, I'm very
familiar with that statute; however, I would say argue
against that statute, Mr. Chestnut being sentenced under
that statute.

Judge, historically our constitution and our law
has always given the judges discretion in sentencing a
defendant at the bar. And in this situation and with that
statute, I believe that statute is unconstitutional and I
would make an argument on that basis. In this situation,
all discretion has been taken away from Your Honor to even
consider the factors of the case. And in this situation, I

think that sentence would be overly harsh considering the
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charge that Mr. Chestnut stands convicted of.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Mr. Hayes, anything else
you'd 1ike to say?

MR. HAYES: Judge, we also would renew our directed
verdict motion from when we rested our case and I would
also move for a new trial based on our previous objections
and earlier motions.

THE COURT: A1l right.

MR. HAYES: And the evidence of the case.

THE COURT: I appreciate that. I deny your motion.

Mr. Chestnut, anything that you would Tike the say?
You don't have to, but you always have the opportunity to
say anything.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, I just ask you to be
lenient. I'm innocent.

THE COURT: Well, I appreciate your request for
leniency, but as I've indicated and your Tawyer is arguing
against that, but I think that under the law adopted by the
legislature, I don't have any room for leniency or mercy or
anything. The Tlaw requires on your conviction of burglary
in the first degree under these circumstances that I
sentence you to a term of imprisonment for the balance of
your natural 1ife. That's the sentence. Good luck to you.

PROBATION AGENT: Your Honor, if I may, Mr.

Chestnut is also on community supervision by our
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department.

THE COURT: Just terminate that on getting a new

conviction.

* % % %« %« « END OF TRANSCRIPT * * * * *

* 2k Kk k
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State of South Carolina )
) Certificate of Reporter
County of Aiken )

I, Brenda J. Sigwald, Official Court Reporter for
the Second Judicial Circuit of the State of South Carolina,
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate,
and complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had
and evidence introduced in the trial of the captioned case,
relative to appeal, in the Court of General Sessions in and
for the State of South Carolina on the 22nd through the
24th days of April 2019.

I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither kin, counsel,
nor of interest to any party hereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
seal at Aiken County, this 29th day of October 2019.

Brande O Sizwaldd

Brenda J./Sigwdld,

Court Reporter and Notary Public
For the State of South Carolina
My commission expires

January 4, 2020.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INDICTMENT FOR

) BURGLARY FIRST DEGREE
COUNTY OF BAMBERG )

)

§ 16-11-0311

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on April 22, 2019, the Grand Jurors of

Bamberg County present upon their oath:

That RANDY D. CHESTNUT did in Bamberg County on or about December 6,

2018, wilfully and unlawfully enter, without consent and with the intent to commit a crime

therein, the dwelling of Debbie Jeffcoat located at| | I Denmark, South

Carolina, and the defendant has two or more prior convictions for burglary. All in

violation of §16-11-311, Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976), as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and

provided. /% W

J. STROM THURMOND/SOLICITOR
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STRBOOF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF Bamberg ;
STATE VS. ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2019GS0500024

Randy Chestnut y  A/W# _2019A0510100018
Al ) Dateof Offense: _12/6/2018
Race: Black 28 ) S.C.Code § : 16-11-0311
DOB: -SS# _ ) CDRCode#: _ 0079
Address: 20566 Heritage Hwy )
CityState.Zip:  Denmark, SC 20042 ) SENTENCE SHEET
DL#: SID#: ) A h/ 0 P
*CDL Yes[ | No[ ] CMV Yes[ ] No[ ] Hazmat Yes[ | No[ ]
In disposition of the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was [X] CONVICTED OF or [[JPLEADS
TO: Burglary / Burglary (After June 20, 1985) - First degree
in violationof § 16-11-0311 of the §.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0079
[[] NON-VIOLENT X] VIOLENT []SERIOUS  [XIMOST SERIOUS [ ] Mandatory GPS X]1§17-25-45

(CSC w/minor st or CSC w/minor 3rd)
The charge is:  [X] As Indicted, [ ]Lesser Included Offense, [ |Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (defendant’s initials)
;[\he ptcfnl_ is Without Negotiations or Recommendation, [C] Negotiated Sentence, [ ] Recommendation by the State.
102677
SC Bar# Defendant Attorney for Defendant SC Bar#

WHEREFORE, the Detendant is com m State Department of Corrections, [ | County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of /Y [] under the Youthful Offender Act not to exceed years
andortopayafineof$ _  ;provided that upon the service of days/months/years and/or payment
of $ ; plus costs and assessments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation for__

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of

probation, which are incorporated by reference.

[ ] CONCURRENT or [[] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:

[[] The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by the SCDOC.

[[] The Defendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922, it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Domestic
Violence ) to ship, transport, possess, or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
[(JRESTITUTION: [ ] Deferred [ ] Def. Waives Hearing [Jordered PTUP
Total: $__ plus 20% fee: $ days/hours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: Obtain GED 0
[] Set by SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp.
— May serve W/E begining
Recipient: Substance Abuse Counseling ]
*Fine: $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing H
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ l 0 O - [IO pmts.of$ __ beginning
14-1-211(A)2) (DUI Surcharge) $100 ’ .
g i i o e g $ paid to Public Defender Fund
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 % Other:
Proviso (Public Def/Probation) $500 $
8 14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 $ a : S : QO
g 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§ 50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 50 $ [] Appointed PD or appointed other counsel,
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $i0lea _$ . . Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clerk
3% to County  (if paid in installments) $ i) 2/ &5 during probation and shall be collected before
any other fees. TL
ToraL d Presiding Judge r by '
Clerk of Court/ Deputy Clerk : A Judge Code: __ ODR /9 /
Court Reporter: Sentence Date: é/l-’/ Qtftf Z ‘:Z,

SCCA/217 (04/2018)
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal ldentifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

This 25th day of June, 2020. Respectfully Submitted,

s/David Alexander
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589

R ECEIVE])
Jun 25 202(

SC Court of Appeals

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT





