
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) 
) 

FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

CAMPAIGN TO ELECT ELDER J. 
JOHNSON, III and ELDER J. JOHNSON, III, 
individually, 

) 
) 
) 
) 

C/A No. 2020-CP-10- 

Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

SUMMONS v. 

CHARLESTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
VOTER REGISTRATION & ELECTIONS, 
CHARLESTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY, S.C. DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTION 
COMMISSION, DEON TEDDER & DEON 
TEDDER FOR SC HOUSE, LLC., 

)
)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)

Defendants. ) 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint in this action, 

a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to the said 

Complaint on the subscriber at their office at 3 Morris Street, Suite A, PO Box 21624, Charleston, 

South Carolina 29413 within thirty (30) days after the service hereof, exclusive of the day of such 

service; and, if you fail to appear and defend by filing an Answer to the Complaint within the time 

aforesaid, judgment by default will be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the 

Complaint. 

MCLEOD LAW GROUP, LLC 
P.O. Box 21624 
3 Morris Street, Ste. A 
Charleston, SC 29403 
(843) 277-6655

/s/ W. Mullins McLeod, Jr. 
W. Mullins McLeod, Jr. (SC Bar No.: 14148)

and 
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      /s/ Thomas S. Tisdale                         
      Thomas S. Tisdale, 5584 
      HELLMAN YATES & TISDALE, PA 
      105 Broad Street, Third Floor 
      Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
      Telephone: (843) 266-9099 
      Facsimile:  (843) 266-9188 
       tst@hellmanyates.com 
 
      Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
June 24, 2020 
Charleston, South Carolina   
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) 
) 

FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

CAMPAIGN TO ELECT ELDER J. 
JOHNSON, III and ELDER J. JOHNSON, III, 
individually, 

) 
) 
) 
) 

C/A No. 2020-CP-10- 

                         Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

 
 

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND 
MOTION FOR EMERGENCY 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 
AND PRELIMINARY INJUCTION 
PURSUANT TO RULE 65, SCRCP 

v. 
 
CHARLESTON COUNTY BOARD OF 
VOTER REGISTRATION & ELECTIONS, 
CHARLESTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY, S.C. DEMOCRATIC PARTY, 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTION 
COMMISSION, DEON TEDDER & DEON 
TEDDER FOR SC HOUSE, LLC., 

)
)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 ) 
                         Defendants. ) 

 
Plaintiff Elder J. Johnson, III (hereinafter “Johnson”) complaining of the above-captioned 

Defendants Charleston County Board of Voter Registration & Elections (hereinafter CCVRE), 

Charleston County Democratic Party (hereinafter CCDP), Dorchester County Board of Voter 

Registration & Elections (hereinafter DCVRE), Dorchester County Democratic Party (hereinafter 

DCDP), South Carolina Democratic Party (hereinafter SCDP), South Carolina Election 

Commission (hereinafter State Election Commission), would allege and show unto this 

Honorable Court as follows: 

Parties and Jurisdiction 

1. Plaintiff is a resident and citizen of Charleston County, South Carolina. 

2. More specifically, Plaintiff is a resident and valid elector for South Carolina House 

District 109, located in North Charleston, South Carolina and within Charleston County and files 

this verified petition accompanied with the attached Affidavit. See Exhibit A, Affidavit of Elder 

James Johnson, III. 

3. Defendant Charleston County Board of Voter Registration & Elections is a 

government entity that has which conducts elections and registers electors in Charleston County, 
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South Carolina. Christine Varnado is the Chairperson and Joseph L. Debney is the Executive 

Director. 

4. Defendant Charleston County Democratic Party is a county committee of the 

South Carolina Democratic Party certified by the South Carolina Election Commission and the 

Charleston County Board of Elections and Voter Registration to nominate candidates for offices to 

be voted on in primary, general and special elections in the County of Charleston. The Chairperson 

of the Charleston County Democratic Party is Colleen Condon. 

5. Defendant Dorchester County Board of Voter Registration & Elections is a 

government entity that has which conducts elections and registers electors in Dorchester County, 

South Carolina. Queen Bowman is the Chairperson and Todd Billman is the Executive Director. 

6. Defendant Dorchester County Democratic Party is a county committee of the 

South Carolina Democratic Party certified by the South Carolina Election Commission and the 

Dorchester County Board of Elections and Voter Registration to nominate candidates for offices to 

be voted on in primary, general and special elections in the County of Dorchester. The 

Chairperson of the Dorchester County Democratic Party is Sean Wilson. 

7. South Carolina Democratic Party is a duly organized entity charged with 

running the state Democratic Party and certifying individuals running for political office. The 

Chairperson of the South Carolina Democratic Party is Trav Robertson and Jay Parmley is the 

Executive Director. 

8. Article III, Section 7 of the South Carolina Constitution provides that the circuit 

court shall be a general trial court with original jurisdiction in civil matters and courts shall have 

jurisdiction over matters seeking an injunction. 

9. Jurisdiction and venue in this Court are proper. 
 

Facts and Allegations 
 
10. Plaintiff Johnson seeks the Democratic Party’s nomination for the office of South 

Carolina House of Representatives District 109. He timely filed for this office and appeared as a 
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candidate on the June 9, 2020 primary ballot wherein Mr. Johnson garnered more votes than any 

other candidate (39%) on the Democratic Primary Ballot for District 109. 

11. Because no candidate received a majority of votes cast on June 9, 2020 a run-off 

election was held on June 23, 2020 between Mr. Johnson and Candidate Tedder. 

12. Deon Tedder (hereinafter “Tedder”) is not and was not a valid elector for SC House 

District 109 at the time of the election and at the time of the run-off.   

13. Tiffany Spann-Wilder filed an action with the Election Board challenging whether 

Mr. Tedder was a valid elector for SC House District 109. 

14. Certification of voter registration is the exclusive jurisdiction of the Electoral Board 

pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 7-5-230.  See Exhibit B, Final Order dated June 11, 2020 (“It is clear 

from this stature that the Election Board has the sole jurisdiction to determine in the first instance 

the legal qualifications for registered voters.”).   

15. A full hearing on the merits was held by the Election Board on May 29, 2020.  Mr. 

Tedder was represented by legal counsel and was provided a full and fair opportunity to present 

any and all evidence to establish his residency and prove the validity of his voter registration.  Mr. 

Tedder failed to show residency for voter registration in SC House District 109.   

16. On June 11, 2020, the Charleston County Board of Voter Registration and Elections 

entered a Final Order on this issue.  Exhibit B.  The CCBVRE determined Deon Tedder “fails to 

meet the qualifications ser forth in S.C. Code Section 7-5-120 for his change of voter registration 

address.”  Exhibit B.   

17. In other words, the Election Board determined Deon Tedder was not a registered 

voter of SC House District 109. 
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18. As such, Deon Tedder was not a valid elector for SC House District 109 at the time 

of the election and run-off. 

19. On June 23, 2020, the South Carolina Election Commission sent a letter to Mr. 

Tedder notifying Mr. Tedder that his voter registration certificate “has been removed from the 

active voter registration list based on the Final Order of the Board of Voter Registration and 

Elections for Charleston County.”  See Exhibit C.  The Election Commission notes, “you thus fail 

to meet the qualifications for registration . . . .”  Exhibit C.   

20. Mr. Tedder has been removed from the voter rolls and is disqualified and prohibited 

in participating in the election to represent SC House District 109. 

21. Article III, Section 7 of the South Carolina Constitution sets forth the constitution 

requirements to serve in the General Assembly of South Carolina.  

22. Section 7 states, “No person is eligible for a seat in the Senate or House of 

Representatives who, at the time of his election, is not a duly qualified elector under this 

Constitution in the district in which he may be chosen.”  S.C. Const. Art. III, § 7.   

For a First Cause of Action 
Declaratory Judgment 

23. Plaintiffs reincorporate and reallege each of the above allegations as is set forth 

verbatim herein. 

24. Deon Tedder is not constitutionally qualified to represent SC House District 109, 

because Mr. Tedder was not a valid elector for that district at the time of the election and run-off.   

25. Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-53-20, Plaintiffs seek a declaration from this 

Honorable Court that Deon Tedder, candidate for SC House District 109, does not meet and did 

not meet at the time of the election the Constitutional requirements to serve as a member of the 

South Carolina General Assembly and represent SC House District 109.   
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26. Plaintiff respectfully requests this Honorable Court enter an Order finding, as a 

matter of law, Mr. Tedder is not qualified under the South Carolina Constitution to represent SC 

House District 109, Mr. Tedder is not qualified to be the Democratic nominee in the general 

election for SC House District 109, and Mr. Tedder is not qualified to serve in the General 

Assembly of South Carolina.   

For a Second Cause of Action 
Injunctive Relief and Emergency Temporary Restraining Order 

 
27. Plaintiffs reincorporate and reallege each of the above allegations as is set forth 

verbatim herein. 

28. Plaintiff Johnson received the most votes during the Democratic primary for SC 

House District 109, but Plaintiff was forced to enter a run-off with Mr. Tedder as no candidate 

received more than fifty percent of the total vote.   

29. Plaintiff has standing to bring the present action as he will suffer irreparable harm 

if the election results of the run-off are certified and Mr. Tedder is deemed the Democratic 

candidate for SC House 109.  There is no adequate remedy at law in the present action.   

30. Plaintiff is informed and believes that the election results of the run-off will be 

certified, and Mr. Tedder will be declared the Democratic nominee unless an emergency temporary 

restraining order is granted prohibiting as such until the merits of the present action may be heard.   

31. The injury to Plaintiffs is that Mr. Tedder will be illegally and unconstitutionally 

declared the Democratic nominee foreclosing Plaintiff Johnson, a valid elector and the candidate 

with most votes during the primary, to proceed to the general election or serve this district.  In 

addition, if votes cast for a constitutionally disqualified candidate then thousands of Democratic 

Primary voters will be disenfranchised. This result will leave SC House District 109 without a 

Democratic candidate for that seat in the general election.   
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32. Plaintiff believes that irreparable loss and harm will result if the emergency 

temporary restraining order is not granted before this action may be served on opposing parties.   

33. Plaintiff Johnson is likely to succeed on the merits of this action, because Mr. 

Tedder was at no time relevant herein a valid elector for SC House 109 and therefore 

constitutionally disqualified to represent the district in the General Assembly pursuant to Article 

III, Section 7 set forth above.   

34. Plaintiffs are entitled to an emergency temporary restraining order and preliminary 

injunction prohibiting the South Carolina Election Commission, the Charleston County Board of 

Voter Registration and Elections, and the Dorchester County Board of Voter Registration and 

Elections from certifying any votes cast for Mr. Tedder, certifying the results of the run-off election 

between Plaintiff Johnson and Mr. Tedder, and from certifying Mr. Tedder as a valid candidate for 

SC House District 109.   

35. Plaintiffs are entitled to an emergency temporary restraining order and preliminary 

injunction prohibiting the Charleston County Democratic Party, the Dorchester County 

Democratic Party, and the South Caroline Election Commission from certifying any votes cast on 

June 23,2020 for Mr. Tedder and/or certifying Mr. Tedder as the winner of the June 23, 2020 

primary election due to his constitutional disqualification for same. 

36. The interests of justice and the interests of the democratic process itself require 

entering a temporary restraining order such that a fraud may not be perpetuated on the voters of 

this important district.   

37. Plaintiff is entitled to a permanent injunction to be entered after the emergency 

temporary restraining order on the merits of the present action.   
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs seek a temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction 

pursuant to Rule 65 of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, and a declaratory judgment 

order against all Defendants that Deon Tedder does not meet the constitutional requirements to 

serve SC House District 109 in the General Assembly and that votes cast for Mr. Tedder cannot 

be certified as a matter of law.  Plaintiffs request such other and further relief this Honorable Court 

deems just and proper, including costs and attorney fees of the present action.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

MCLEOD LAW GROUP, LLC 
      P.O. Box 21624 
      3 Morris Street, Ste. A  
      Charleston, SC 29403 
      (843) 277-6655 
 
      /s/ W. Mullins McLeod, Jr.  
      W. Mullins McLeod, Jr. (SC Bar No.: 14148) 
 
      and 
 
 
      /s/ Thomas S. Tisdale                         
      Thomas S. Tisdale, 5584 
      HELLMAN YATES & TISDALE, PA 
      105 Broad Street, Third Floor 
      Charleston, South Carolina 29401 
      Telephone: (843) 266-9099 
      Facsimile:  (843) 266-9188 
       tst@hellmanyates.com 
 
      Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
June 24, 2020 
Charleston, South Carolina    
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