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Affidavit To The Court Of Appeals JUL 15 20%
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA SC Court of Appeals
COUNTY OF ORANGEBURG

The undersigned, RUFUS AND MERLE RIVERS, being duly sworn, hereby depd§2nd fays:
s T -z

' e
1. We are over the age of 18 and are residents of the State of South Carolina. We E:gﬁpers@al
knowledge of the facts herein, and, if called as a witness, could testify completely th'g_u@ ™o

om

= L B

2. We suffer no legal disabilities and have personal knowledge of the facts set forth 8. =
w3 -3
o- 7

3. We currently have an appeal pending in the Court of Appeals with an appeal bond of $700:00

per month being paid in to escrow. . '

4. The appeal alleges the Magistrate lacked subject matter jurisdiction because there was ldgal

action pending in circuit court when the plaintiff filed eviction papers and had already been served

on August 14, 2018.(see attached) '

5. Magistrate Grant also ordered us to pay rental payments of $700,00 per month when there was
no landlord-tenant agreement and the plaintiff did not ask for rental payments. (see attached).

6. Magistrate Grant's staff refused our payment when we visited the office to provide a notice of
appeal on March 2, 2020 without any valid explanation othier than theé notice did not state a reason
for the appeal.

7. Tt is our belief that we are being treated unfairly and that the magistrate and her staff has taken
this matter personally because of the appeal.

8, On March 11, 2020 the sheriff came to evict us and allowed us to remain to another date,

9, We personally visited the Court of appeals on March 12,2020 and paid the filing fee and
obtained a filed copy and provided it to the magistrate's office and was told they would get back
with us. We received a call from the magistrate's office, allowing us until March 18, 2020 to make
the rental payment,

10. Or March 17, 2020, after obtaining a copy of Judge Beatty's order, we emailed the
magistrate's court a correspondence requesting an extention, (see attached)

11, We received a reply from Sylvia Edwards stating that our request was denied. ( See attached)

We also received 2 reply from Lisa Proveaux explaining when the payments were due. (See
attached)

12. On May 1, 2020, we visited the magistrate's office to bring the payments current in the amount
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of $1400.00 and again the staff told us that they were instructed not to accept the payment by
Judge Grant and to return on May 4, 2020 without any reason for retuming. (see attached)

13, On May 4, 2020, we visited the magistrate's office as instructed, After being told to have a
seat, Rufus Rivers waited for almost 30 minutes. He then approched the receptionist to ask how
much longer and was told they could not accept the payment and to contact his lawyer knowing
we are pro s¢ litigants.

14. We have come to believe that we are being treated differently than anyonc else. This is nothing
more than retaliation for appealing a matter that should not have been decided by the magistrate in
the first place. We certainly have the right to pay what was past due while the evictions were
halted.

13. Because of the magistrate's actions, Rufus Rivers had to take temporary work to make certain
we could take on the added expense of the rental payments, The temporary work ended March
11, 2020. . ' ‘ : S

16. We believe the magistrate's office is acting in bad faith as agents for the Plaintiff' and his
counsel against us senior citizens with chronic medical issues.

1 declare that, to the best of our knowledge and belief, the information herein is true, correct, and
complete.

Executed this Kﬂaay of Ma,/y 20 2.0 |

s and Merle)i(eﬁézu& ?ém

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, COUNTY OF ORANGEBURG, ss:

NOTARY ACKNOWLEDGMENT

' - A2
The foregoing Affidavit was acknowledged before me this /£ day of
Ve » 2024, by Rufus and Merle Rivers, who, being first duly sworn on
oath actording to law, deposes and says that he/she has read the foregoing Affidavit subscribed by
him/her, and that the matters stated herein are true to the best of his/her information, knowledge
and belief. '
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3e2020 -RE: Evigtion- Rufus & Merle Rivers - mrivers788gmail.com - Gmail

= M Gmail Q,  Search mail v ® #

B of 377
to me, twolfe@burnetteshutt.law

Payment of $700.00 is due on today, 3-18-2020 and thereafter $700.00 payments are to be made by
the 2™ of each month.

From: Rufus Rivers [mailto:rrivers788/@gmail.com])

. co B ==
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 10:23 AM c "‘_‘; = ZET
= iy e = e 4
To: Lisa Proveaux =22 X Hm
= >0
Ce: Kathleen M, McDaniel Mo e e
. Zn K-
Subject: Eviction- Rufus & Merle Rivers Co T o
2O = %3
L o
As of today, we are requesting that our appsal bond payments be extended, puw%t to tl_:g alta

&

Supreme Court order issued 03/17/2020. Please see attached. We are placinga1rird cog in the mail.

Rutus Rivers <rrivers788@gmail.com>

Wed, Mar 18, 5:22 PM (22 hours ago)
1o Lisa, twolfe@burnetteshutt.taw
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3neno2e’ SC Judicial Branch

2020-03-17-02
The Supreme Court of South Carolina

RE: Statewide Evictions

ORDER S2 B =3

—_ =3 = 3R

Pursuant o provisions of Article V, Section 4 of the South Carolina Constitution, i"_‘é: N E;%;
| nx

IT 1S ORDERED that all evictions currently ordered and scheduled statewlde from Mamm‘l?

through March 31, 2020, shall be rescheduled for a date not earlier than May 1, 202@ wa\ua:
by-case exceptions for evictions may be made for matters that involve essentlal sewbog@nc_llo ha

person or property.
s{Donald W,
Beatty C.

J.
FOR THE COURT

Columbia, South Carolina
March 17, 2020

BV _erum.mr. L4



3/18/2020° ~Rufus Rivers - Eviction - miversT88@gmasil.com - Gmail

= M Gmail Q. Search mail

{
®

4 of 377
, -Rufus Rivers - Eviction inbox x
Sylvia Edwards <sedwards@orangeburgcounty.org> 12:13 PM (3 hours ago)
to me o0 ';;é E;
Gaod afternoon, Pies = =<

iz e
Your request for extenslon is denied and payment of $700.00 was due on MargF48, 2@0 an
payments of $700.00 are due by 2" of each manth and are to be made on &-'7% preftbus!
P

Fgpono

=
36 = £

5 5 58

Will do, thank you. Paid. Thank you for informing me. 5%} 2 o

Reply Forward



6/20/2020" -RE: Eviclion- Rufus & Merle Rivers - mivers788@gmail.com - Grall
spe
- @ =

= M Gmail Q  Search mail

83 of 452

\

-RE: Eviction- Rufus & Merle Rivers

Wed, Mar 18, 3:38 PM

Inbox X

Lisa Proveaux
Payment of $700.00 is due on today, 3-18-2020 and thereafter $700.00 payments are to be made by

Wed, Mar 18, 5:22 PM

Rufus Rivers <rrivers788@gmaii.com»
1o Lisa, twolfe@burneiteshutt law

Racaived, thank you.
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ORANGEBURG COUNTY
CENTRAL REGION
MAGISTRATE COURT

1540 Elis Avenne
P:Qt Box 9000
Onangeburg, Sauth Carolina 29116
- Phone: (803) 533-5843
Fax: (803) 516-4011

May 18, 2020

1429 Legrand Smoak Street o g ==
Cordova, South Carolina 29039 Zn T =M
@R = R

RE: Defendant's Appeal on Eviction g_?., ~ Eg

James Smith vs Rufus and Merie Rivers So = o

Magistrate Case No.: 2018CV3810702780 oo = 2m

| 25 7 2S

g POV a -~ L

Dear Mr. Rivers:

Ourreeordsreﬂeett!mtyommonthlyrentpaymentwasnotmadetoomoﬁieeinMarchorAprilby
the specified due date as required

Pastduepaymemmdﬁxm‘paymemamngmentsmaybecootdinated directly with the plaintiff's
sttorney if accepted.
A physical copy of this letter will follow via today®s U.S. Mail.

* County of Orangeburg
Cenu'al Region Magistrate Office

CC: VIA ELECI‘RONIC DELWERY.

TWolfe@BnmmeShntt.Law
Kathleen M. McDaniel, Esquire
Attorney for James F. Smith, Jr.
Post Office Box 1929
Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Terry Leverette, Court Administration — by U.S. Mail and Electronic Delivery
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