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SAM RIEDEL-REDIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 125

MR. SHAHID: Thank you, that's all I have on
Cross.
THE COURT: Any redirect?
MR. WETMORE: Yes, Your Honor.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q Detective Riedel, I want to go through a couple of
things about that Mr. Shahid had asked you about. You
told us that you over time came to believe that the
Defendant was more of a suspect?

A Correct.

Q But you did not advise him that you were starting

to consider him to be a suspect?

A I did not.

Q You read him all of his Miranda rights?

A Yes.

Q And was the setting in the room pretty intense at

that point?

A The setting really hadn't changed much from the
way it was before that, no.

Q But he understood he's -- he was receiving his
Miranda rights?

A Yes, he did.

Q But you did not advise him that he was becoming a

suspect in your mind?
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SAM RIEDEL-REDIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 126
A I did not.
Q Okay. Are you required to do that?
A I am not.
Q In fact, isn't it true that detectives often use

deception?
A Yes. It is one tactic of interviewing,
successfully interviewing.
Q And you're not bound to always be completely
forthright with a suspect; are you?
A No, we're not.
Q In fact, would it jeopardize your investigation if
you gave him all the background where you were in your
investigation?

MR. SHAHID: Objection.

THE COURT: Basis?

MR. SHAHID: Leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained. Rephrase.
Q Would it jeopardize your investigation if he knew
everything that you had in your head?
A Yes.
Q So it's common that detectives use deception in
dealing with suspects of a violent crime?
A It's common practice amongst police work for
deception to be used in interviews and interrogation.

Q Whether you 1ike it or not, it's common; is that
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SAM RIEDEL-REDIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 127
correct?
A Yes.
Q Also, sometimes detectives get loud; is that
correct?

MR. SHAHID: Objection. Leading.
THE COURT: Basis? Please rephrase. Sustained.
Q Sometimes in these interviews do the detectives

get loud with the suspects?

A Yes. OQOur delivery or method of speaking with
someone may change to see if -- elicit a response.
Q And knowing you and hearing from you today, you're

a pretty soft-spoken guy?
A Most days.
Q If you raised your voice, or when you raised your
voice with the Defendant, were you trying to get some
information from him?
A I was.

MR. SHAHID: Leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Please rephrase. Sustained.
Q You stated it's common to sometimes raise your
voice in an interview with a suspect of a violent
crime. Did you do that in this case?
A I did.
Q Why did you do that?

A I was trying to elicit a response or deliver the
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importance of my message at that point.
Q You didn't advise him that you were coming to

believe he was a suspect, you didn't share that with

him?

A I did not.

Q And you don't have to; do you?

A I am not required to.

Q Okay. He wasn't actually being arrested and

charged at that time; was he?

A He was not.
MR. SHAHID: Leading, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Sustained, leading.

Q Was he being arrested and charged at that time?
A No.
Q A11 right. Falling along with the Tine of

questioning from Mr. Shahid, you met with an Hispanic
witness, and that shaped your investigation for what
description?

A For a black male with a black jacket.

Q A black male, black jacket. Did you jump to
conclusions and say it's got to be Ricky short?

A I did not.

Q Did you give, in fact, Mr. Short the benefit of
the doubt initially?

MR. SHAHID: Objection. Leading, Your Honor.
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SAM RIEDEL-REDIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 129

THE COURT: Sustained, leading. Rephrase.
Q Did you give Mr. Short the benefit of the doubt

initially and treat him as a witness and not as a

suspect?
A I did.
Q And Mr. Shahid asked you about the Tength of time

that Defendant was in the interview room. Was he
questioned the whole time, or was he given frequent
breaks?

A There were several periods of downtime ranging
from a few minutes to maybe 30 minutes or greater.

Q And you've listed today basically two sets of his
statements, one made at 4:30 and one made at 6:307

A Yes.

Q And at 4:30, did you ask him about his abrasions

on his face?

A He was asked about those at 4:30, yes.

Q And at 4:30, did you ask him about the cuts on his
hand?

A I did.

Q And we've heard your -- we've heard his statement.

And then, at about 6:30, did he give you a more
detailed account of what happened leading up to the
incident?

A Yes. There was more detail than previous.
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SAM RIEDEL-REDIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 130

Q And it was at 6:30, when he told you about giving

the jacket to a homeless person?

A Correct.

Q Black 01d Navy jacket?

A Yes.

Q A1l this information, all these statements are

coming from the Defendant?

A From the Defendant, yes.

Q And you didn't know, obviously, didn't know what
happened; did you?

A I did not know. I was not there. I was trying to

get the most complete picture that I could.

Q And these statements are all coming from him?
A Yes.
Q Correct?

MR. WETMORE: Court's indulgence.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
Q Detective, you indicated that you did not fully
believe the Defendant's statements; is that correct?
A That is correct.
Q And did that play a role in the length of time it
took to question him?
A It did. Drawing out more details or information
generally takes a while to perform correctly.

Q So is it common that it takes a while to get
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information?
A Yes.

MR. SHAHID: Objection, leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained, leading.

Q Do interviews often take time to get the
information?
A They often last an extensive period, yes.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you. Nothing further.

THE COURT: Any objection to the witness being
excused from the State?

MR. WETMORE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. SHAHID: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sir, you're excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, ma'am.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

(Witness excused.)

THE COURT: Madam Forelady and ladies and
gentlemen, your lunch has arrived. We're going to
break for lunch. We're going to break for an hour. I
have 1:02, so I hate to split a hair, but we'll resume
at 2:02.

We'll follow the same procedure that we did on
yesterday. You're free to eat your lunch and walk

around if you'd like, just promptly return to your jury
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2:16 p.m.)

THE COURT: Is the State ready to proceed?

MR. WETMORE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense ready?

MR. SHAHID: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Who is your next witness?

MR. WETMORE: Angela Johnson.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court at

approximately 2:17 p.m.)

THE BAILIFF: A1l present, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, you
may be seated. I hope you had a good Tunch. We're now
going to resume testimony.

Mr. Wetmore, you may proceed.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you, judge.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

MR. WETMORE: The State calls Captain Angela
Johnson.

THE COURT: The witness will come forward to be
sworn.

ANGELA JOHNSON, after being duly sworn, testified

as follows:

THE CLERK: Please have a seat and state your full
name and spell your last.

THE WITNESS: Angela Johnson, J-0-H-N-S-0-N.
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 136

THE COURT: You may proceed.
MR. WETMORE: Thank you.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q

Captain Johnson, how long you been with North

Charleston?

A
Q

22 years.

And back in 2015, what were your duties and

responsibilities?

A I was a lieutenant over the detective bureau.

Q So you're the supervisor; correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Briefly your training and experience for the jury,
please.

A I've worked at North Charleston for my entire law

enforcement career. I have different training in

investigation, internal investigations, internal

affairs investigations, and I've been assigned to

detective as a sergeant as white collar -- in white

collar and a lieutenant over the investigations.

Q

Okay. And were you on duty 1in a supervisory

capacity on late October 10th, 20157

A
Q

I was the call-out supervisor on that date.

Okay. And did you become involved in the case

against the Defendant?
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A Yes, sir, I did.
Q How did that take place?
A I received a call and advised that we had had an

incident in the area of Railroad Avenue. And I
responded to that area from my home.

Q Okay. What were your additional observations at
the crime scene?

A There was lots of blood that went from one corner
of Railroad down the street into what I believe was the
driveway.

Q Okay. If you would, just hop up real quick and
show the jury what you're talking about on this,

State's No. 2. This would be Railroad and. ..

A We have Emden Street.
Q This is Emden right here (indicating).
A Okay. Yes. I believe that it started at the

corner and went down, and then l1ike, I mean, went down
Railroad.
Q This is Railroad Avenue right here (indicating).

So where did you see the --

A Oh, this is Railroad, okay.

Q Yes, ma'am.

A This is Emden (indicating)?

Q That's correct.

A And went from Emden down Railroad.
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 138

Q Okay. And where -- was the victim still there

when you arrived?

A No. No, sir.

Q She had already been transported --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- EMS? 1Is there anything else that you want to

show the jury on the map about your observations of the
crime scene that sticks out to you? What did you do
when you got to the crime scene?

A I stayed there until crime scene and the rest of

the police officers had cleared the scene.

Q Okay.

A And afterwards we started to search --

Q Okay .

A -- the area.

Q Show them what area, then, that you searched.

Again, that's Railroad. And this is over here and down
here (indicating).

A The area I particularly searched, I believe it was
like this area right in here (indicating).

Q Okay.

A So there was like an abandoned trailer, I believe.
Like when you walked through the yard, there may have
been another abandoned trailer in there. And that's

the area that I particularly searched.
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 139
Q Okay. And that night it was still dark out?
A Yes, sir.
Q A11 right. Please sit down, I'm sorry.
A Okay.
Q Did you have any contact with the Defendant, Ricky
Short?
A I had contact with him on later in the morning of

October 11th, around 6:30.

Q Okay. But no other contact at the scene?

A No, sir.

Q Okay. It's your understanding the Defendant was
taken -- was he taken to the police station?

A Yes, he was taken.

Q And was he put in an interview room?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Did you enter the room with the Defendant

about 6:30 in the morning?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who were you with?

A I was with Detective Riedel.

Q Riedel. And did you or Detective Riedel offer the

Defendant any kind of food, drink, any sort of comforts
like that?
A Yes, sir. Immediately when I walked in the room,

I asked him if he needed anything to drink or eat.
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 140

Q Okay. And can you describe what you recall of his
appearance, what did he look 1like, what was his dress?
A He only had on pants, he didn't have on a shirt.

Q Did you notice anything else about him, anything
that stood out to you?

A He didn't seem upset. Knowing what had took place
and what had happened, he didn't seem upset to me.

Q And when you go there 6:30, has he already been
given his constitutional rights pursuant to Miranda?

A Yes, sir. I was advised by the previous
detectives that he had been given his constitutional
rights.

Q Okay. And did he waive those rights and speak
with you about 6:30 in the morning?

A Yes, sir.

Q Describe to me in as much detail as you can what
he said to you, Detective Riedel, about 6:30 that
morning.

A Well, it was the first time that I had interviewed
him, so I requested that he start from the beginning
and asked him what he had done all day. He said that
himself and Malakia had, I believe, went to Park
Circle, and they were intimate in the car. And after
they left Park Circle, they went to Wal-Mart and then

back to his house. And they realized that they didn't
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 141

have some medication.

So they left the house and got their son's
medication, came back, and they sat in the car. And in
the car they got into a heated argument where she was
cursing him back and forth. And he began to curse her.
So at that point in time she got out of the car, and
she walked down the street.

Q Okay. Now, any idea, did he tell you what this
argument was about?

A He said that she had seen a number on his phone,
and I asked if someone had called him at that point in
time. He said no. It was earlier in the day that she
saw the number and started to question him about it.
And I was asking him to tell me step by step what
transpired in the car. He said that it was just
yelling at each other, and they were cursing and
calling each other names.

Q Okay. And you mentioned that she Teft. Did she

leave on foot or?

A Yes. She got out of the car and walked from
his -- from where they were parked down to Railroad
Avenue.

Q Okay. And do you know where Defendant's house,

residence, at the time was?

A Yes. It was on Harper Street.
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ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 142

Q Okay. If I can just get you to -- well, we'll get
back to that in just a second. So she left on foot; is

that what you were told?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. What did he tell you he did at that point?
A He said that he went back into his residence. And
then when he came back outside, she was -- she was back

outside. And then the argument continued.

Q So he said she left on foot?

A Um-hum.

Q He told you that he went inside the house?

A Right.

Q Then did he tell you he came back out, and she was

already there?

A Right, she was back outside.
Q What did he tell you happened this time?
A The argument continued. She got upset again and

she walked off again. At some point in time he decided
that he was going to follow her. And as he approached
the stop sign at Railroad he heard a scream. So he
started running down the street because he saw

someone -- some people around someone on the ground.

Q So in this second round of the argument, did he
mention any sort of physical contact, physical

altercation with the victim?
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A At this point in the interview, he didn't mention
any physical altercation with the victim. Later on he
had said while we were interviewing that she had struck
him with some keys.

Q Okay .

A And that's when I pointed out the fact that I
asked him, you know, I asked you to tell me exactly
what happened in the car, you said it was just cursing.
But when I pointed out that he had a -- you know, what
happened to his face, he said that she had struck him

with some keys while they were in the car earlier.

Q So he explained the abrasions on his face?
A Right.
Q He got struck by keys. And that happened when she

had come back to the car?

A Yes.

Q A11 right. And so he told you that she left on
foot again?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. Show us on here exactly what he said, if
you don't mind, please. Show us exactly what the
Defendant told you happened after this second round of
the argument. Is this where his home 1is?

A Yes.

Q Okay.
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T A On Harper Street.
2|l a What did he say?
3 A He said as he approached the corner of Harper and |
4| Railroad, that is where he heard the scream. So he
5|| started running down Railroad and observed a group of
6|| people around someone on the ground.
7 Q Okay. And so did he tell you which way the victim
8|| Teft on foot?
9l A Yes, sir. He said that she went down Railroad
10)| towards the store on Myers (phonetic).
11 Q Okay. Did he say that he followed her?
12| A Not immediately. He didn't follow her
13| immediately.
14 Q Okay. What did he say he did when she left on
15|| foot?
16| A He said he waited, and then he decided that he was
17|l going to go get her. So when he approached the corner,
18| that's when he heard the scream.
191 Q So he told you that he waited, and then he went to
20} go get her. And he heard someone else attack her?
211l A Right. He said he saw someone, people around her
22|l on the ground. And later 1in the interview he told us
23|| that he saw someone run away from the scene.
24( Q Please, detective, sit back down.
25| A Okay .
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Q Now, so that's pretty much exactly what he told

you, what the Defendant told you?

A Right.
Q And as an investigator, did you believe that?
A No. My question to him was if he hears her scream

and the minute he sees a lot of people around her on
the ground, if it was -- I told him that if it was my
loved one, if it was my boyfriend or my husband, the
first thing I would say was, what happened.

And then I would ask the people around, did you do
this, did you do this. He never asked -- he never said
he asked what happened. He said that he wanted to find
the address so he could get an ambulance to her and
just talk to her. And I'm like, to me it doesn't make
sense. The cuts on your hands don't make sense, the
fact that you didn't care about what happened --

MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Basis?

MR. SHAHID: It's dirrelevant.

THE COURT: Please approach.

(WHEREUPON, the following was held in the presence

of the jury but out of the hearing of the jury:

THE COURT: For what purpose is this testimony
being offered?

MR. WETMORE: Judge, I don't know what she's
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getting ready to say, to be honest with you. She's
kind of taken off.

MR. SHAHID: Yeah, me too. You know, but this is
not --

THE COURT: So maybe you need to move on to the
next question.

MR. WETMORE: That's fine.

THE COURT: Do you want to withdraw the question,
or you just want to...

MR. WETMORE: Let's just have her stop right
there.

THE COURT: Okay.

(End of bench conference.)

THE COURT: Ask your next question.

MR. WETMORE: Okay.
Q A1l right. Now, I want to go back to clothing or
lack of clothing that the Defendant was wearing. Was
he dressed appropriately for the day and time and all
that?
A No, sir. And that's when I noticed that, you
know, I thought about the day. I had worked 12 hours
off duty, and during that time it had rained. I mean,
it poured down raining, had drizzled. It was somewhat
cold.

Q Okay.
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A And I felt -- I was like, where is your clothes?
He's 1ike, well, I changed them when she left because
my shoes hurt my feet, so I went in the house and I
changed my shoes.

And then I asked him, I said, well, what kind of
shirt did you have on. He said, I had on a white
shirt. I asked him if it was short sleeve or long
sleeve. And he said, it was short sleeve. And I was
like, what happened to it. He told me that he had
placed it under her head.

And I asked him, okay, what about a jacket, you
didn't have a jacket. He's like, well, I own a first
down jacket. I said, well, a first down jacket is a
1ittle too big for this -- you know, this type of
weather. So I asked him if he owned a lighter jacket.
He said he did. And I asked him what he meant by what
he did.

And he stated that he had given his jacket to a
homeless guy like two weeks or a few weeks before, a
guy that he had met at the bus stop who asked for $5,
and said that he -- for some coffee because he was
cold. So he said that he just gave the guy his jacket.

And I was like, well, can you describe the jacket
to me. He's said -- he said, it was a black 01d Navy

jacket that he gave to the Defendant. It didn't cost
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much so he just -- I mean, gave to the homeless guy.
It didn't cost much, so he just gave it to him.
Q Okay. So he was able to specifically describe the

jacket as black?

A Yes, sir.

Q And it's the 01d Navy brand?

A Yes, sir.

Q What about this homeless person, was he able to

describe who this was?

A He described -- he couldn't tell me the person's
name. He described him as being a -- I believe a black
male on a bicycle that -- 1like in his fifties, maybe

shorter than him, but a little heavier than what he
was.

Q But he didn't have any detailed information about
this homeless person?

A No, sir.

Q Detective, as you were investigating this case,
did you believe that story?

A I did not. I felt 1ike I knew at that point what
exactly we were looking for. From what the witnesses
said that the suspect had on and what he said, it just
didn't make any sense to me.

Q When did he tell you that he gave his black 01d

Navy jacket to a homeless person, what time of day did
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he say it was?

A I believe 6 o'clock he was getting off work and
met him at the bus stop.

Q No, no, I'm talking about what time of the
interview, about what time of day did he tell you that
he gave his black leather jacket to the homeless guy?
A It had to be after 6:30 when I had entered the
room, so it was early morning on the 11th.

Q Do you know when the black 01d Navy jacket was

actually found on the scene, do you know what time that

was --
A A couple of hours later, I believe.
Q So the Defendant is telling you about this black

01d Navy jacket before it's actually found?

A Right. What I did was somewhere in the interview
I left out the room, and I sent out an e-mail to our
day shift supervisor requesting that because it was
dark when we searched the area, if they could be a
fresh set of eyes during the day and try to locate

clothing, item of clothing, and a knife.

Q Okay. And were they able to actually find them?
A Yes, sir, they did.
Q What was the Defendant's demeanor when he was

talking with you at 6:30 that morning; was he upset or

was he sad or mad or anything like that?




D O A WN

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

523

ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 150

A He was, I would say, upset. But it didn't seem to
me like what happened had really bothered him. I know
that people grieve differently, but he just wasn't

reacting like a person who had just lost a Toved one

would.

Q And at that point did he know that Malakia had
died?

A Yes, sir, he did.

Q And at that point the status of the child that

they shared, the baby?
A She was 1in critical condition.
Q A11 right. So you mentioned that you asked the

other officers to search for specifically the black

jacket?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you do -- do you remember exactly what you

said in the request?

A I believe that I asked him to search the 1900
block of Emden, Fuller, Graham, Parker Street, up in
that area, because from what we were figuring that he
did the act and made a big circle. So he couldn't have
gone too far because he was right back by the time the
witness had gotten there.

Q And so were you made aware when they had found the

black jacket and white shirt in the night?




524

o W 0o N OO O s W N -

NN NN NN N N i s s ama =\  a a a a
O DA W =, O W Ny RAEWwWNN -

ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 151
A Yes, sir. And I responded to the scene.
Q You responded to the scene?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And was the jacket they found the one that

the Defendant had described to you?
Yes, sir, it was.
And was it black?
It was black.

Was it 01d Navy?

A
Q
A
Q
A It was 01d Navy.
Q While you were out away from the interview room,
did you also speak with the Defendant's mother?
A Yes, I did.
Q Did you confront her with the evidence that was
found?
A Yes, sir. I asked her that what he was wearing
that night. And she told me --
MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Basis?
MR. SHAHID: 1It's hearsay.
THE COURT: Please approach.
(WHEREUPON, the following was held in the presence
of the jury but out of the hearing of the jury:
THE COURT: For what purpose are you eliciting

testimony, and is there an exception?
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MR. WETMORE: I am going to ask her how the
conversation with the mother shaped their
investigation.

THE COURT: You can ask her what she did as a
result of the conversations with his mother.

MR. WETMORE: Okay.

(End of bench conference.)

THE COURT: Sustained, hearsay.

Q So you did -- did you say that you did or did not

confront the mother with the evidence that you found?

A I did.

Q Okay. So you actually showed her the jacket and
the knife?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q As a result of that interaction with the

Defendant's own mother, how did that shape your
investigation, what did you do next?

A I advised the detectives that they needed to sign
warrants for the Defendant.

Sign warrants for the Defendant?

To get warrants for the Defendant.

He needed to be arrested?

He needed to be arrested.

Based on your conversation with his own mother?

> 0 r o 9 »r O

Yes. For murder and attempted murder at that
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time.
Q A1l right. So did you ever come back and meet

with the Defendant again in the interview room?

A Yes, sir. I believe it was around 11:30.

Q Okay. And who was in the interview room at that
time?

A It was just myself and the Defendant.

Q And did you confront the Defendant with the

evidence that y'all had found?

A Yes, sir. I asked him if the detectives had told
him what we found. He said that they did. I explained
to him that he was going to be charged with murder and
attempted murder. And he said he understood that. I
asked him, you know -- I told him that he never -- it
didn't appear that he was even sorry for what had taken
place. And at that time he said that he doesn't -- he
didn't remember exactly what happened.

But it was the only time that he ever really said
that he was sorry. And he said that he was sorry for
what had transpired that night, and he was sorry for
Malakia ever getting involved with him. And I asked
him, you know, what could I tell Ms. Patricia, you
know, he said that it didn't really matter. And I
said, but she asked why, she wanted to know why. And

he said that he couldn't tell her why but just that he
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was sorry for what had happened the night before.

Q And Ms. Patricia is who?

A Malakia's mother.

Q Malakia's mother, the victim's mother?

A Yes.

Q So did the Defendant make comments to you that

caused you to believe that he was, in fact, the one
that had stabbed Malakia?

A Yes, sir. He didn't seem that he was shocked that
he was being charged with the charges.

Q Um-hum.

A And he just kept saying that he was sorry, he
couldn't remember, you know. But then I pointed out
that you can remember that Malakia said this, that, but
you can't remember, you know, how this happened, how he
ended up on top of her. And he said that he couldn't
remember.

Q Were there any other comments that you can
remember that he said that caused you to become
confident that he's the one that did it, any more
comments of his that you can remember?

A Not at this time.

Q Okay.
A Not ..
Q

But this interaction was recorded; correct?




o W 0 N O s, Wy -

NN N N N N = A m e = m  a @aa B
g A W N, O © 0N gk, W N -

ANGELA JOHNSON-DIRECT BY MR. WETMORE 165

A Yes, sir.

Q A1l right. I got to ask you a few questions to
make sure that the jury can tell that these statements
were made voluntarily by Defendant. And this goes to
all of the encounters that you had with him that day,
6:30 in the morning and 11 in the morning. Al1l of

those statements took place at the interview room?

A Yes, sir.

Q And was he under the influence of alcohol or
drugs?

A No, sir.

Q Any mental, physical disability that would keep

him from making a voluntary statement?

(A No, sir.

Q Now, was he given ample opportunity for food and
water and bathroom?

A Yes, sir. I believe every transaction I --
interaction I had with him, I asked him before and
after whether or not he needed something to drink or

something to eat.

Q Sure. And did you threaten him at all?
A No, sir.
Q Did you give him any kind of promises in exchange

for his statement?

A No, sir.
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Q You mentioned that he was -- already had been read
his Miranda rights?
A Yes.
Q And did his questions -- I'm sorry, did your
questions, were they met with reasonable answers from
him, not that you necessarily agreed with them, but did
he appear to be having a meaningful conversation?
A Yes.
Q Was he so emotional that he wasn't able to make a
voluntary statement?
A No, sir.

MR. SHAHID: Objection, leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained, leading. Rephrase.

Q Was he too emotional to give a statement to you?
A No, sir.
Q And to the best of your knowledge, did the

Defendant give you a set of free and voluntary

statements?

A Yes, sir.

Q You said it was recorded; correct?
A Yes, sir.

MR. WETMORE: May I approach the witness, Your
Honor?
THE COURT: You may.

Q This is showing you State's No. 30. Can you
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identify this?
A It's Ricky Short interview clip four, and my

initial is in the right side of the disc.

Q Okay. And have you taken a look at that clip?
A Yes, sir, I have.
Q And does it fairly and accurately portray the last

conversation you had with the Defendant?
A Yes, sir.

MR. WETMORE: Your Honor, I would like to admit
State's No. 30 and publish it in the screen.

THE COURT: Proceed. I believe 30 has already
been admitted. It's already been admitted without
objection.

MR. WETMORE: It has, okay. Thank you, judge.
Q Now, this is about a 30-minute conversation,
detective?

A Yes, sir.
Q Okay.

MR. WETMORE: Judge, do you want to change the
lighting at all, or just keep going?

THE COURT: We'll judge that based on the
proceeding.

MR. WETMORE: A1l right.

(WHEREUPON, the video was played at approximately

2:46 p.m.)
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Q Detective Johnson, there is a brief portion that's
muted, okay. Then it picks back up.
A Okay.
(WHEREUPON, the video was played at approximately
3:11 p.m.)
Q Detective Johnson, I know it's hard, you couldn't
hear every word. It actually sounds a little bit
better with simpler speakers than this complicated

stereo. Did he say he didn't remember what happened?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he say he was sorry for what had happened?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did he say he was sorry that the victim ever got

involved with him?
A Yes, sir.

MR. SHAHID: Your Honor, he is leading.

THE COURT: Sustained. Leading.
Q You talked to him about forgiveness; what did he
say about that?
A He said that, you know, sorry wouldn't really make
a difference. I can't take it back, he said that.
When I asked him if it was -- if he felt like tonight's
events -- tonight's events was his fault, he said that
he was pretty sure that it was his fault, that it was

all his fault. I believe that's what he said.
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Q Okay. I thought I heard something about
forgiveness; did you remember anything about that? If
you don't, that's fine.

A I remember when I told him that, you know, the
only thing that he could do is ask God and his family
and Malakia's family to forgive him for what happened.
Q Did you talk to him about mistakes?

A I said that everyone makes mistakes. And what he
did was a mistake, he can't take it back. He can ask
God for forgiveness, but you couldn't change it. It
was already done.

Q Did he mention anything about an argument they
were involved in?

A Said the argument was stupid, it was senseless.
He didn't know why. It was petty. He didn't know why
things happened the way they did.

Q Did he indicate that it was his fault?

A Yes, sir. He said that it was his fault. Well,
he was pretty sure that everything that had happened at

tonight's events was his fault, all his fault.

Q Did he advise that the victim stormed off?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did he say he followed her?

A He said he followed her, but he can't remember

anything that -- he couldn't remember anything after
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that, after he -- he was just walking down the street.
Q Did you ask him about being on top of the victim?
A Yes.
Q What did he say to that?
A He said he didn't know, he didn't remember how he

got on top of the victim.
Q Did he indicate that he was struck by the victim
with the keys?
A Yes, sir. He said that that happened earlier that
night when they were in the car.
Q What did he have for -- what did he have 1in
response to your question, what should I tell the
victim's mother?
A He said, tell Ms. Patricia I'm sorry, I don't know
why she got involved with someone Tike me. He was
sorry for both of their families. But he doesn't know
why it happened.
Q Did it seem to bother him that he had no
explanation for what happened?

MR. SHAHID: Objection to what Mr. --

THE COURT: You can stand and address the Court.
I didn't hear the basis of your objection.

MR. SHAHID: Mr. Wetmore is testifying --

THE COURT: Please approach.

(WHEREUPON, the following was held in the presence
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1 of the jury but out of the hearing of the jury:
2 THE COURT: The video speaks for itself.
3 MR. WETMORE: Yes, ma'am.
4 THE COURT: 1It's poor quality, that's on them.
5|| But she doesn't get to go back and annotate everything
6| that was said; okay?
7 MR. WETMORE: Okay.
8 (End of bench conference.)
9 THE COURT: The objection is sustained. Proceed.
10| Q Captain Johnson, I'm sorry you can't hear every

11|| single word. But hopefully they can listen to it in
12)| the jury room.
13 MR. WETMORE: Thank you. I have no further

14|l questions.

15 THE COURT: Any questions for the witness?
16 MR. SHAHID: Yes, ma'am.
17 THE COURT: You may proceed. Before we start,

18|l Mr. Shahid, you all have been sitting over an hour;

19|l does anyone need a restroom break? If so, raise your
20| hand for me. Y'all want to just stand up right quick,
21]| get your blood moving. I'm going to do it with you.
22 (Discussion off the record.)

23 THE COURT: When you're ready, you can sit down.
24|l And then you can proceed with your cross-examination,

25]| Mr. Shahid.
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MR. SHAHID: Thank you, judge.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHAHID:

Q Captain Johnson, you were a lieutenant back then
at the time of this interview; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you were the lead or the most highest ranking
officer at this time on the investigation?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And before what we saw on that videotape,

you had also been in the room with another detective --

A Right.

Q -- around about two hours before this; is that
correct?

A It was more 1ike four hours before, four or five

hours before, around 6:30.

Q 6:30, I'm sorry. More around 6:307
A Yes, sir.
Q So when you saw Mr. Short around 6:30 that early

morning, during that conversation he was wearing blue
jeans and no shirt; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q I want to hand you Exhibit No. 11 and ask you if
this is what he was wearing at the time of your

interview at 6:30.
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1 A Yes, sir.
2| Q This is Exhibit No. 11, detective?
3l A Yes, sir.
41 Q Okay. And the shoes he has on, would you describe
5| the shoes he has on, please.
6| A They are 1ike, I guess, what you would call duck
71 boots, kind of.
8| Q Okay. And that's what he had on at the time of
9|l your initial interview with him around 6:30 that
10| morning?
110 A Yes, sir.
12]| Q And were you aware, detective, that those boots
13|| were taken into evidence?
14| A Yes, sir.
151 Q I want to hand you, see if you can identify
16| Defendant's Exhibits No. 2 and No. 3. Do those look
17| 1ike the same boots he had on reflected in Exhibit
18| No. 117
1911 A Yes, sir.
20 MR. SHAHID: Move two and three into evidence,
21|} judge.
22 THE COURT: Any objection?
23 MR. WETMORE: Can I see them real quick? No
24|| objection, Your Honor.
25 THE COURT: Marked and admitted without objection,
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Defendant's-2 and 3.
(WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit Nos. 2 and 3 were
admitted in evidence.)
Q Detective, looking at Exhibit No. 2, do you see
any blood on the sole of Exhibit No. 27
A I couldn't tell you whether there is blood. I
mean, there's darker spots on the shoes, but I couldn't
say whether or not it's blood or not.
Q On the sole of his shoes?
A Well, 1ike there is a darker spot down here. I
don't know exactly what that could be.
Could be dirt?
Could be anything in the picture.
And the same for Exhibit No. 37

Yes, sir.

o r B X» O

Now, those shoes were not sent off to be examined;
were they?

A I am not sure, sir.

Q Detective, the tape we just saw and heard, that
was made contemporaneous with the interview?

A Yes, sir.

Q In other words, while you were in the room with
him, that recording, wherever the camera is located, is
picking up the sites and sounds of that interview?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Okay. And there is not a transcript of that
interview; is there?

A Not that I know of.

Q Okay. You didn't do anything to cause a
transcript to be made of that interview; did you?

A No, sir.

Q And you would agree with me, won't you, detective,
that what is heard on that, what the recording reflects
is more accurate than your memory?

A Yes, sir.

Q And at the time that you are -- have interviewed

him for the last time, which started around

11:30-ish --
A Yes, sir.
Q -- that morning, Mr. Short had been in the custody

or control of North Charleston Police Department for at

that point almost 12 hours?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. This was the end of almost a 12-hour
process?

A Yes, sir.

Q You did not -- you did a report about this, your

investigation. And that report was done three months
after the investigation was over; is that right?

A I don't agree with that.
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Q Ma'am?
A I don't agree with that.
Q Three months after back in January of 20167
A The initial report was done by me probably that

night, and I may have made supplements to it. If it
wasn't added into the system, it was at least done on
Word and cut and pasted later. But I did not start the
initial report three months prior [sic].

Q Do you recognize this as your report, detective,
dated 1/11/20167

A Yes, sir. And our system sometimes overwrites the
original date and time.

Q But that is -- according to your system, that is

showing as January 11, 2016, three months --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- three months after the incident?

A Yes, sir.

Q Three months after that interview?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And as the supervising officer, you did not

require Officer Riedel to prepare a written report?

A Yes, he does.
Q He was required to do one?
A He should have done a supplemental report to the

incident.
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Q Okay. You had an opportunity, as I remember,
detective, that Mrs. Frazier's automobile -- if you
want to come down, I'm sorry. On Exhibit No. --
State's Exhibit No. 2, there is a pin here that shows

Mr. Short's residence at Harper Street; is that

correct?
A Um-hum.
Q And across the street was an automobile that

Ms. Frazier had; is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q | And that was parked across the street right here
(indicating)?
A Yes, sir.
Q And so you had an opportunity, as I understand,
detective, to go check out that car; is that correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q A11 right. And as far as you know, that car
operated properly?
A As far as I know, it operated properly.
Q Okay.

THE COURT: Y'all might want to switch places.
It's easier for the -- yeah, so she talks toward the
court reporter.

MR. SHAHID: Okay.

THE COURT: Thank you.
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Q So, and there was nothing unusual about the car
when you went in there?

A No, sir.

Q Okay. Did you also go to the Short residence and
go inside the residence?

A I didn't go inside the residence.

Q A1l right. Did you do any measurements,
detective, from this location to the corner of Railroad
and Harper Street?

A I did not.

Q Did you do any measurements from the Shorts'
residence to the corner of Emden and Railroad Street?
A No, sir.

Q Did you do any measurements from the location at
I Reilroad to the Short residence?

No, sir.

Oor from [} to ] Railroad?

No, sir.

Do you know if anybody else did?

I don't know if anyone else did.

I'm sorry?

I don't know if anyone else did.

o r o r o r o P

Thank you, ma'am. Thank you. When -- and I can't
remember at what point, either in the -- I'm going to

call it the first and second interview -- in the first
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or second interview, Mr. Short told you that after the
second argument that Ms. Frazier got out of the car and
walked off; is that correct?
A Um-hum.
Q Okay.

THE COURT: If you could say yes or no.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Thank you. That's okay.
Q Then at a point in time, he decided to go in the

same direction she had left; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And he mentioned to you that at the corner
of -- at a corner of Railroad and Harper 1is where he
heard --

A A scream or yelling.

Q -- a scream or something?

A Yes.

Q That drew his attention?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And that happened several minutes after she
left?

A According to him.

Q Okay. And he didn't give a specific timeframe, it

could have been 10, 15 or 20 minutes after she left?

A It wouldn't make sense for it to be ten minutes if
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she's walking right down the street.

Q You don't know exactly how long after she left
that he walked to that corner and heard that scream or
that noise?

A I don't.

Q At some point in time, Mr. Short told you that he
and Ms. Frazier had gone to Wal-Mart?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And did the police obtain a video of

Mr. Short and Ms. Frazier at Wal-Mart?

A Yes, sir, I believe they did.

Q Did you review those?

A I didn't review the video.

Q Do you know at any point in time reviewing if

there was any indication that Mr. Short was wearing a

dark or a black or a blue 01d Navy jacket in those

videos?
A I didn't view the videos.
Q Okay. And another question asked by Mr. Wetmore.

You said that when he got to the area where Ms. Frazier
was on the ground, he wanted to call the ambulance, he
wanted an address to call the ambulance?
A Yes, sir, that's what he said.
MR. SHAHID: Excuse me just one second, judge.
THE COURT: Um-hum.
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Q Detective, have you seen a person in shock?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And their demeanor changes when they're in
shock; doesn't 1it?
A From person to person it can.
Q So everybody handles trauma news differently?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. Now, prior to October the 10th, October
the 11th, you had not interacted with Mr. Short before;
had you?
A Not directly, no, sir.
Q Okay. And so you do not know what kind of
demeanor he had under any kind of circumstance; did
you?
A I don't.

MR. SHAHID: Thank you, detective. That's all the

questions I have.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MR. WETMORE: Just a couple, judge.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q Captain Johnson, Mr.

Shahid asked you about a long
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time that Defendant was detained. Was he given
frequent breaks?
A Yes, sir. He was -- there was quite a few times

where a detective would leave the room for Tong periods

of time.

Q So it wasn't all interrogation?

A No, sir.

Q Were you at all concerned that Defendant had just

been worn down into the ground?

MR. SHAHID: I'm sorry, I can't hear the question.

THE COURT: We couldn't hear your question, Mr.
Wetmore, would you repeat it.
Q Were you at all concerned that this Defendant had
just been worn down due to the length of time?
A No, sir. We had been out for the same amount of
time. 1In fact, I worked that day prior for 12 hours,
and as soon as I got home and got relaxed I got called
out. So I was out for 24 hours.
Q So you had been up every bit as long as the
Defendant had and not longer?
A Yes, sir.

MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Basis?

MR. SHAHID: He does not know how long the

Defendant had been up.
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THE COURT: Avoid the characterization, ask a
direct question, thank you. The objection is
sustained.

Q A11 right. So detective, Mr. Shahid questioned
the promptness of your report writing. When did you
first create the report in this case?

A I remember doing a report that night. Sometimes I
cut and past it from one place to another, but I
remember doing a report that night. The initial -- 1
may have added something to it months later, but the
initial report was done that night, from what I can
remember.

Q And if you add something, does it change the time
stamp on the top?

A Yes, sir.

Q So based on your report, when is the last time

that you updated this report?

A January 11th, I believe it was, 2016.
Q But it was begun when this happened?
A I initially wrote it on October the 11th, I

believe it would be.

Q Also, the Defendant told you after the second
round of the argument that the victim struck him with
the keys; is that right?

A Yes, sir.
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Q Okay. And did he tell you that she left on foot?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did he give you any indication of how long he

waited before following her?
A To me it seemed like just a few seconds. It made
sense that it's no longer than a minute because she had
reached Emden Street, which is just four blocks away.
Q So it's your understanding of the statement that
he followed behind her promptiy?
A Shortly after she had left.

MR. WETMORE: I have nothing further. Thank you.

THE COURT: Any objection to the witness being
excused from the State?

MR. WETMORE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. SHAHID: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Ma'am, you're excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

(Witness excused.)

THE COURT: Does anyone need a break before we
resume the next witness? Call your next witness.

MR. WETMORE: State calls Ruben Serrudo.

(Discussion off the record.)

RUBEN SERRUDO, after being duly sworn, testified

as follows:
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THE CLERK: Have a seat and state your name
spelling your last name.

THE WITNESS: My name is Ruben Serrudo,
S-E-R-R-U-D-0.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you, judge.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q Mr. Serrudo, now, you're no longer with the
Charleston Police Department; are you?

A No, sir.

Q I might call you Detective Serrudo because I'm
used to doing that. But what do you do now?

A I am in construction.

Q Okay. And how long did you work in law

enforcement before construction?

A About six years.

Q And was that whole time working in Charleston?

A Yes, sir.

Q Back in October of 2015, what were your job
duties?

A I was an investigator with the police department.
Q Okay. And did you become involved in this case

against Ricky Short?
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T A Yes, sir, I was.
2] Q Did you respond to the crime scene?
3| A Yes, sir, I did.
411 Q Okay. Did you later respond to MUSC?
51| A Yes, sir, I did.
6]l Q Why did do you that?
7| A I was actually -- I initially responded to MUSC,
8| was asked to by my sergeant at the time.
9l Q Okay. So first you went to MUSC?
100} A Yes, sir.
114 Q A1l right. And so why were you there?
124 A In reference to a stabbing.
13| Q Okay. What information were you looking for?
1411 A I was trying to make contact with the victim at
15| the time and any family members that were possibly on
16| the scene.
171 Q Okay. At the arrival did you Tearn the status of
18|l the victim, Malakia Frazier?
19( A Yes, sir. I was advised that she had deceased --
20| she was deceased.
21 Q And at your arrival, what did you learn about her
22|l chi1d?
23| A That she was removed in emergency operation, and
24|l she was taken to the intensive care unit.
25( Q At the time you arrived, that child was still
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1{l hanging on for 1ife?
2| A Yes, sir.
3t Q At MUSC were you able to meet with the victim's
4| family members?
S|| A Yes, sir.
6| Q How did that meeting direct your investigation?
T A It was a little rough to gather information since
8|l everybody was so distraught.
91| Q Sure.
10| A But I was notified of some boyfriends that the
11|l victim had had. And I was given those names and
12|| advised to make contact with them further.
13| Q Okay. And were you able to clear them from
14|| anything to do with this?
15 MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.
16 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
17 THE COURT: Basis?
18 MR. SHAHID: Relevancy.
19 THE COURT: Please approach.
20 (WHEREUPON, the following was held off the record
21 in the presence of the jury but out of the hearing
22 of the jury:
23 THE COURT: If it is your theory that someone else
24| did it and your client didn't, they can anticipate your
25]|| defense because they can do that in their direct
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examination. So if it is your posture that somebody
else did it, they can elicit testimony from other folk
that they're investigating and they're able to clear.
They don't have to wait for you to bring it up, they
can anticipate what you're going to do and address it.

MR. SHAHID: Okay.

THE COURT: And I assume that's why you did that?

MR. WETMORE: Yes, ma'am. Judge, he just cleared
it, another boyfriend, and that's it.

MR. SHAHID: We haven't raised that at all.

THE COURT: But you said some -- you're implying
someone else did it. And the natural suspects --

MR. SHAHID: Maybe in --

THE COURT: Well, natural suspects you'd look at
would be another man she was involved with who could
possibly have been jealous. I mean, it's within the
realm of possibility. I don't have a problem with the
line of testimony.

MR. WETMORE: Okay.

(End of bench conference.)

THE COURT: Objection is overruled.

Q Mr. Serrudo, were you able to clear this other
individual who had nothing to do with this incident?
A Correct. I was initially given information that

he had made contact with the victim. And turned out it
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was a misunderstanding as far as him having contact at

all.

Q And was the family aware that the Defendant was in
custody?
A I couldn't tell you at the time. I don't believe

so just because they never responded to the hospital.
But I couldn't tell you.

Q After MUSC, did you return to the police station?
A I'm not sure if I went there directly. I was
pulled around a couple places between the police
station and the scene. Don't know if I went directly
back to the station.

Q Okay. Well, at some point did you make it back to
the station?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did you have contact with Detective Bailey who

was the lead detective in this case?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you assist him in working on this case?
A Yes, sir, I did.

Q Did you work with Detective Bailey and other

detectives to create a search warrant to collect the
Defendant's DNA?
A Yes, sir.

Q Where did you get the information to put into that
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search warrant?
A From some direct knowledge from Detective Bailey
and some other officers that briefed me on what they
were doing.
Q Anything in the search warrant was from your
personal knowledge?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay. And did you compile this information into
the search warrant?
A Yes, sir.

MR. WETMORE: Your Honor, may I approach?

THE COURT: You may.

Q Detective, do you have a copy of the search
warrant?

A Sir?

Q Do you have a copy of that, sir?

A No, no, sir.

Q Would it help your memory to see a copy of the

search warrant?

A Yes, sir.

Q Would you take a look at that and see if that
helps with your testimony.

A Yes, sir.

Q Al11 right. So in the search warrant did you

specifically describe what evidence you were looking to
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find?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q And what were you looking to find?
A As I described, it would probably be collected as

a buccal swab from the inside of suspect Ricky Anthony
Short's mouth. And I also describe him as being a
black man, date of birth of || G 20 "is
height of approximately 5 feet, 10 inches. We're

looking for a DNA comparison using a buccal swab.

Q Okay. So you're looking to collect a buccal swab?
A Yes, sir.

Q And it was to be collected from the Defendant?

A Correct.

Q And the purpose was for comparison?

A Correct.

Q And in that search warrant, do you specifically

state your probable cause or your rationale for the

search?
A Yes, sir.
Q And that is a compilation of everyone that worked

on this case?

A Correct.
COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, judge.
(Discussion off the record.)

THE COURT: Thank you very much. Ladies and
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gentlemen, as you can tell, we have a few technical
issues. We're going to take advantage of that and take
a brief comfort break. During the break please do not
discuss the case, and please leave your notepads in
your seats. We'll resume as soon as we get this worked
out.

(WHEREUPON, the jury exited the courtroom at

3:51 p.m.)

(WHEREUPON, a brief recess was taken at

approximately 3:51 p.m.)

THE COURT: You may be seated. A1l right, State
ready to proceed?

MR. WETMORE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense ready to proceed?

MR. SHAHID: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Madam court reporter, you good?

COURT REPORTER: Yes, judge. Thank you.

THE COURT: A11 right. Jurors should be right
behind you.

BAILIFF: Ready?

THE COURT: Yes, sir, go ahead.

(WHEREUPON, the jury came into open court at

approximately 4:04 p.m.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, if you would

give us your attention, Mr. Wetmore, you may proceed.
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MR. WETMORE: Thank you.

THE COURT: You're welcome. I need to have order,
please, there's too much noise. Thank you. You may
proceed.

Q So, Mr. Serrudo, did you put your probable cause,

your rationale for the search in the search warrant?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that was a compilation of everybody?

A Correct.

Q At the police department. And what did you intend

to do, how did you intend to collect the buccal swab?

A I'm sorry?
Q How did you intend to collect the buccal swab?
A Oh, the buccal swab, it's a sterile Q-Tip that we

use. And we swabbed it inside the cheek of the
Defendant.

Q Okay. And 1is there any other way to collect that
evidence that's less intrusive?

A Less intrusive, no, sir.

Q Did you believe that important evidence would be
found by collecting DNA?

A Yes, sir, I did.

Q And does the seriousness of the case play into the
decision to take a sample?

A Absolutely.
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Q A1l right. So, did you take that search warrant
to a judge and ask for permission to do this swab to
collect this defense DNA?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q Okay. Do you remember which judge you went to?
A Judge Kelly Young.
Q Okay. And she was nearby?
A Correct.
Q Where was she; do you remember?
A She was -- I believe it was bond court on Leeds
Avenue.
Q Okay. And after you presented your search
warrant, did she authorize you to do the search?
A Yes, sir, she did.
Q She authorized you to do the swab in his mouth?
A Correct.
Q Did she sign off on the search warrant authorizi
it?
A Yes, sir, she did.
Q Okay. And exactly what day and time did she

authorize you to search the swab?

A October 11th, 2015 at 11:43 a.m.

Q 11:43 a.m.?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And did you immediately go and do the swa
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or the collection?

A
Q
A

room.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Yes, sir.
Where did you do it?

At North Charleston City Hall in the interview

Right there in the interview room --

Correct.

-- that we just saw?

Correct.

And exactly what did you do to the Defendant?

When I walked into the room with the search

185

warrant, presented him with the search warrant, I then

opened the package with the sterile swab and I -- with

my latex gloves on,

I swabbed the inside cheeks of his

cheek, excuse me. And I then put the swab back in its

container, and that was that.

Q
A
Q
A
Q

Okay. Exactly what day and time did you do it?

This was at 1 p.m. on the 11th, 2015, October.
So just over an hour after you got --
Correct.

-- authorization? Was his health, safety,

anything at all compromised?

A
Q
A

Not at all.
Was the intrusion as minimal as you could be?

Yes, it was.
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MR. WETMORE: If I may approach, Your Honor?
THE COURT: You may.

Q I want to show you what's been marked as State's
No. 31. Can you identify this piece of evidence.
A Yes, sir. This is the packaging containing the

buccal swab that I swabbed from the Defendant.
Q Okay .
MR. WETMORE: At this point judge, I would like to
admit No. 31.
THE COURT: Any exception --
MR. SHAHID: May I just see it for a second,
please?
THE COURT: Please show it to counsel. You can
approach the witness to look at it, Mr. Shahid.
MR. SHAHID: Okay, no objection.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SHAHID: No, ma'am.
THE COURT: Marked and admitted without objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 31 was admitted in
evidence.)
Q So in that packaging, is that the actual swab that
you took from inside of the Defendant's mouth?
A Yes, sir.
Q And what did you do with that evidence after you

collected it?




560

O W v N OO b W N -

S T S T S T - T 1 o e I I
O A WN =, O W N O RN -

RUBEN SERRUDO-CROSS BY MR. SHAHID 187
A It was transferred over to the crime scene officer
on.
Q Did you take any further steps of any significance

into investigating this case?
A None that I could think of.
MR. WETMORE: Nothing further.
THE COURT: Any questions for the witness?
MR. SHAHID: Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT: You may proceed.
MR. SHAHID: Thank you.
THE COURT: You're welcome.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHAHID:
Mr. Serrudo?
Yes.
Did I mispronounce your name, pronounce it right?
It's Serrudo.

So you had a encounter with an individual at the

Q
A
Q
A
Q
University of South Carolina; 1is that correct?
A Yes, sir.

Q How long did that encounter Tlast?

A I actually do not recall.

Q A minute?

A

Long enough probably to determine whether it was

of any use.
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Q Okay. But it wasn't -- you met the person and
that was the end of it, you had a brief conversation,
that was it?

A Yes, sir.

Q No other further investigation of that person

beyond your conversation with her?

A Correct.

Q Okay. No other follow up along those lines?

A Correct.

Q And that is the only person that you had followed
up on?

A At that location?

Q Or any other location as anybody else who may have

been involved in this.

A Correct.

Q Okay. Now, you did other work as well concerning
this investigation; didn't you, detective?

A Yes, sir.

Q I want to call you detective, too, because you
were a detective back at the time?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. You also went to Ms. Kelly's residence,
Mona Kelly's residence?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. The residence where Mr. Short lives?
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11 A Yes, sir.
2| Q And you did a consent search of that residence?
3 A Yes, sir.
411 Q Nothing came out of that residence; right?
51 A Correct.
6] Q Okay. Were you -- and you were present when they
7l found -- or shortly thereafter when they found a knife
8| and some clothes; is that correct?
9|l A Correct.
10 MR. SHAHID: Excuse me one second, judge.
11 THE COURT: Yes, sir.
12]| Q You're familiar with the item shown in State's
13]| Exhibit No. 50 and 517
1411 A It's been a while, but it appears to be the knife
15| lTocated.
16| Q Yes. Does that appear to be the knife that was
17]| Tocated around Fuller Street?
18( A Yes, sir.
19| Q Okay. And you were present when those items were
20| found?
211 A Not when they were found, when they were
22| collected.
23| Q When they were collected?
241 A Yes, sir.
251 Q And they were collected at that location?
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A Correct.
Q And you were present at the location when they

were recovered?

A Correct.

Q And you observed that happening?

A Correct.

Q Okay. This 1is Exhibit No. 50. That's Exhibit

No. 50; correct, detective?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Were you standing around and saw that knife
be obtained?

A I believe so.

Q Okay. And Exhibit No. 51 is just a close-up of
that knife; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q A1l right. So when you went to Ms. Mona Kelly's

house, were you looking for something similar to that?

A I would imagine so.

Q Okay.

A Anything of interest.

Q And there was nothing of interest found in that

residence?
A Not as far as I recall, no, sir.
Q Okay. Also, sir, you were dispatched to other

Tocations, if I'm correct, to lTook for some
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surveillance videos; is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q One at the Rivers Avenue market?

A Correct.

Q And where was the Rivers Avenue market located; do

you recall?

A I don't recall off the top of my head.
Q Was it in close proximity to Railroad Avenue?
A It was, yes, sir. It was, I guess, considered

within the neighborhood.

Q Within the neighborhood of what we've been talking
about that was reflected on State's Exhibit No. --
let's see, maybe this one is better. On State's
Exhibit No. 1, this general area that we have -- we're
looking at through this trial. And because Rivers
Avenue is further down this way where my pen is located
away from the crime scene?

A Right.

Q Okay. And nothing of any substance came out of
that experience?

A No, sir.

Q And there was another place, I think, you went to
on Edmund Street as well?

A Yes, sir.

Q To look for surveillance footage, video?
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Yes, sir.
And nothing came of that as well?

No, sir.

o 0 r O P

You had the opportunity, sir, as you were talking
about getting a search warrant to take this swab of
Mr. Short's mouth; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q A1l right. So you also had the opportunity
necessarily if you wanted to do a swab of Mr. Short's

fingers or hands if that was requested of you?

A Yes, sir.
Q And that was not done?
A No.

MR. SHAHID: Thank you. That's all the questions
I have, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank you. Any redirect of the
witness, sir?
MR. WETMORE: Just very quickly.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q Mr. Serrudo, Mr. Shahid asked you about tracking
down some surveillance video to locations. Were you
able to find any video that showed anything regarding
this?

A No, sir.
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Q So you tried, but there was nothing there?
A Correct. And we try to collect a video from any

location close by, since a 1ot of times after a while
that video does delete itself. So as a precaution we
do collect the video.

MR. WETMORE: Nothing further.

THE COURT: Any objection to the witness being
excused from the State?

MR. WETMORE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR.

THE COURT: Sir, you're excused.

(Witness excused.)

THE COURT: Call your next witness.

MR.

JACQUELINE ONG, after being duly sworn, testified

as follows: /

THE CLERK: Please have a seat. State your full
name spelling your last name, please.

THE WITNESS: My name is Jacquelyn Ong, O0-N-G.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

BY MR. WETMORE:

SHAHID: No, ma'am.

WETMORE: The State calls Jacquelyn Ong.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
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Officer Ong, how long you been with North

Charleston?

A
Q

About four years.

Okay. And back in October of 2015, what were your

duties and responsibilities?

A

I was assigned to the crime scene unit as a

technician.

Q
A
Q
A

Is that where you still are now?
Yes.
Any specialized crime scene training?

My assigned subspecialty is the IBIS or more the

ballistics, I analyze bullets.

Q

Okay. Any just general crime scene education that

helps you do your job back in 20157

A

I've had just your basic crime scene classes and

photography classes.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

And were you on duty October the 10th, 20157
Yes.

Okay. Did you create a report in this case?
Yes.

Okay. Do you have that report with you?

I do.

Okay. Like I said, you can surely use it to

refresh your memory because it's been a while.

A

Yes.
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Q Did you become involved in the case against this

Defendant, Ricky Short?

A I did.
Q How did you come to be involved in 1it?
A I was the on-call crime scene person for that

weekend, and dispatch called and notified that I had a
call out.

Q Okay. And so you were -- did you respond to the
initial crime scene?

A I did.

Q Okay. And what did you learn immediately when you
arrived, what did you do, what did you learn first?

A That there was a stabbing victim that had been
transported to the hospital in category one conditions
and that the scene extended. They showed me the area
that the scene was 1in.

Q Okay. So in this case, what did you do as your
first action, what was your first step?

A After listening to the officers turning over what
they've seen, I walked through the scene to get my own

overall impression of what I have to work with.

Q Okay. Did you take any photographs?
A Yes. Then I began with overall photographs of the
scene.

Q And tell me exactly what you did with the
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photography part of it.

A First, I start with overall photographs, so that's
obtaining wide, fully encompassing photos throughout
the whole scene from different angles. And then after
that I'11 start focussing in, do mid range and close-up
photos. So you start wide and go in.

Q Okay. At any point did you ever use markers to
mark for different pieces of evidence that were found?
A Yes. So after I finished my overall photographs,
then I apply numerical -- we have scaled numerical
placards. So they're basically the plastic little
tents that have a number, but they also have a ruler on
it. And I will apply those two items of evidence and
then rephotograph with those markers in place.

Q Okay. So photography and then re-photography with

the markers?

A Yes.
Q What I would like you to do is to use this map,
State's No. -- let's use two to kind of show the jury

on this map exactly what you found, exactly where you
found it, if that's okay. Can you do that, officer?
A Yes.

Q Bring your notes, whatever you need to. Just
point as best you can on this map that we've been

using, and show what you found and where you found it.
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Let me get out of the way. Okay, can you stand over
there (indicating).

THE COURT: Yes, have her talk towards the court

reporter.
Q Yes, so she can hear you as well. And like I
said, this is -- Rivers 1is going to be over this side

to the west, this is Railroad (indicating). And then

down here south (indicating), just so your oriented to

that.
A Thank you. So what I applied is placard number
one or the beginning, I always work -- try to work best

in numerical order, just kind of the natural flow.
Began at the corner of Emden and Railroad. So here I
had placard one (indicating), which marked an area of
just dirt ground, so you could see dirt kicked out and
kind of grass kicked up.

Very close to that about right here (indicating),
was a white tank top and a right sandal or flip flop.
And then as I progressed up the road kind of zig-zaggy
up the road, there was a blood trail. So throughout
the blood trail I applied placards, so four through
nine.

Roughly halfway through or a smidge past halfway
up the road there was a small pooling of blood, so that

obtained its own placard. I dubbed that number ten.
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Slightly past that, again, working up Railroad

towards -- so probably roughly here (indicating), was
the left sandal which matched the one at the origin or
the beginning.

And then placards 12, 13, 14 and 15 were a
continuation of the blood trail, again, kind of
zig-zagging through the road. And then as it got to
placard 16, 16 was a bloody white T-shirt, 17 was a
cell phone and 18 were house keys, the last three items
that I placarded. And those were all found right here
where it was reported to me that where the body was.

Q And so, where would be your opinion the start of
this crime?

A Basically the corner of Railroad and Emden.

Q And at the start of the crime what items of
evidence did you find?

A The disturbed ground, the white tank top and
sandal, and then roughly the beginning of a blood
trail.

Q Okay. And so four through nine are all spots of
blood that weave going north on Railroad?

A Yes.

Q Show me again where spot ten is. I know it's not
exactly, but approximately where blood pooling is on

spot ten.
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A Roughly halfway between start and finish.
Q So the start of the crime, a blood trail, in the

middle there is blood pooling?

A Yes.
Q What causes blood pooling?
A The contributing source of the blood. So the

person, if they're bleeding, to cause a pooling or a
larger area of blood, they'd have to be stationery for
some point in time to cause the amount to build up to
be considered pooling versus just little drops.

Q And at that spot in the middle where you saw a
large amount of blood, is that where you saw that other
sandal?

A I don't remember specifically, but it's very near.
I mean, it's the next item I placarded, so I don't
remember distance exactly.

Q And obviously, that sandal matched the first

sandal at the beginning of the crime scene?

A Yes.
Q And then there was additional blood trail that you
mentioned weaved. Where would you -- where did you

find to be the end of the crime where Ms. Frazier died?
A It appeared to be a driveway, it was off the road
on kind of 1ike a dirt driveway, here (indicating).

Q And at that spot, I think you called that the
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terminal spot?
A Yes.
Q Is that where you found the bloody white T-shirt,

phone and the keys?

A Yes.

Q And those were all items that you marked with
markers?

A Yes.

Q Okay, I appreciate that. I'm going to show you a

couple pictures. You can sit down if you want to, that
would be great. I appreciate you pointing these things
out for us. If you want to point anything out, you're
certainly welcome. I just want to show you some
suspects now.

A1l right, let me show you a group of photographs
that have been admitted into evidence, and try to keep
them in order if you can for me. Trying to stay
organized. Are those the photos that you took of the

crime scene?

A Yes, I took these.
Q Okay. And they've already been admitted into
evidence.

MR. WETMORE: 1I'd 1like to publish them to the
jury, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Proceed. Just let him know which
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ones.

(Discussion off the record.)

THE COURT: Just let Mr. Shahid know which ones
you're referring to.

MR. WETMORE: So now as I go --

THE COURT: Just let him know which ones.

MR. WETMORE: 32 through 48. They've already been
admitted.

THE COURT: Yeah. But I wanted him to know which
ones we were referring to. You may proceed.
Q Show you first State's No. 32. What's the

significance of this picture?

A It showed the intersection that I began working

at.

Q And is this where you believe the crime started?
A To the best of my knowledge, yes.

Q I'11 show you what's marked as State's-33. Tell

us what we're seeing there.

A An overall photograph showing placarded items one,

rs

two and three and their relation to each other.

Q And, again, 1is this at the beginning of the crime
scene”?

A Yes.

Q And what are those items, what is one, what is

two, what is three?
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A Number one is the disturbed ground, two 1is the

white tank top and three is the right sandal.

Q 34 is a view of the same thing; is that correct?
A Yes.
Q That's, again, at the beginning of the crime

scene. A1l right. No. 35, is that the same three
pieces of evidence from different perspective?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Point out, if you can, where number one,

the disturbed ground is.

A Can I just touch the screen?
Q I think you can draw on the screen, yeah.
A Okay. The placard is turned, so that's why it's

not obviously showing up wonderfully on the camera.
That's the placard, and that would be the disturbed
ground.

Q And you took that photograph, documented it, kind

of a possible struggle?

A Yes.
Q Now, I want to show you 36 is another version of
these -- another view of these same items. Again, show

us where the disturbed ground is so we can see it.
A (Indicating.)
Q A11 right. And then State's-37 has placard one;

what is that?
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A A more close-up view of exactly what placard one

is. So it shows the disturbed areas.

Q A1l right. State's No. 38 is item two. What's
that?

A White tank top.

Q State's-39 appears to be a closer view of that.

Number two, that's also the white tank top?

A Yes.

Q And State's-40, what is that? I'm sorry,
State's-40, placard three, what is that?

A Right sandal.

Q A11 of these things that we've been looking at,
these all started at the beginning of the crime scene?
A Yes.

Q Now, I'm going to show you State's No. 41; what do
these placards show?

A Those are showing the general flow of the blood
trail up the road.

Q So proceeding numerically, these are all spots of

blood on the road?

A Yes.

Q And it's not a straight line path; is it?
A No.

Q Certainly weaves up the road?

A Appears to, yes.
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Q Show you State's No. 42. What is placard four?
A Showing a closer area around four depict --

showing possible blood.
Q Okay. And at that spot, placard four, would that

be the first of the blood trail that you picked up?

A No. I took a sample.

Q Okay. But that's the first sign of the blood
trail?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you take a sample at that first spot in

the blood trail?

A At number four, yes.

Q Okay. Did you take a -- collect that blood in any
fashion?

A Say it again.

Q Did you collect the blood at placard four at the

beginning of the blood trail; did you collect that in

any fashion?

A Yes.
Q How did you do that?
A I took a pack of sterile cotton tip swabs,

glorified Q-tips, and swabbed the blood.
Q Okay. I'm going to show you what's been marked as
State's-49.

THE COURT: Any objection?
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1 MR. SHAHID: No objection.
2 THE COURT: 49 marked and admitted without
3|| objection.
4 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 49 was admitted in
5 evidence.)
6] Q Can you identify number 49. It's probably
7|| packaged a little different than when you first saw it.
8l A That's my swab.
9 MR. SHAHID: I'm sorry?
10 THE WITNESS: That's my swab.
114 Q Okay. So in that package right there is the swab
12|l you took from placard four?
13| A One of them, yes, one in here.
14| Q Okay. And that's what -- that's what's pictured
15]| there and that's what you swabbed right there in your
16| hands; right?
171 A Yes.
18] Q I'm going to show you now State's-43. What is
19|l your item 117
20| A The left sandal.
2111 Q Okay. And obviously that matches the first one
22|| you saw?
23| A Yes.
24| Q That was in the middle of the trail; is that
25]|| correct?
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A Generally.
Q Again, this 1is just a closer up view of it; is

that correct?

A Yes.

Q A11 right. Now, I'm showing you State's-45. What
are these items?

A That's 16, 17 and 18. A bloody white T-shirt 1is

16, 17 is a black cell phone and 18 are house key --

car keys.

Q And those are?

A And EMS debris is around there.

Q And those are at the end of the crime scene?
A Yes.

Q 18 is -- looks like it's kind of got some

makeshift work on it. Is that what I'm seeing, is

that --

A Yes. My original placard 18 was broken. And so 1
had to create a 19 -- or excuse me, an 18 out of a 19.
Q Okay. These are all at the end of the crime

scene; correct?

A Yes.

Q State's-46, what is that?

A A bloody white T-shirt.

Q State's-47, what's that item?
A A black cell phone.
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Q State's-48, what's that item?
A Keys.
Q And those were all collected at the end of the

crime scene?

A Yes.

Q That's where you were told that the victim
collapsed?

A Yes.

Q A1l right. A1l those evidence -- all those pieces
of evidence that were marked with the placards, did you
collect all that evidence, take it with you?

A Most all evidence. There were a few of the
placarded blood areas that I didn't swab. But I took

samples throughout the trail.

Q And that --
A But all the physical items were collected.
Q Okay. And that placard four was swabbed for

blood; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And what did you do with all of this evidence
after you collected it?

A I brought it back to the forensic unit in North
Charleston. I dried what was saturated, what was wet,
and then further packaged and secured evidence and

turned it in to the evidence unit.
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Q So you secured it --
A For secured safe keeping.
Q In a secured safety area?
A Storage.
Q Also, we just heard from Detective Serrudo. He

indicated he took a buccal swab from the Defendant.

Did he turn that over to you too?

A Yes.

Q Did you put that into evidence as well?

A Yes.

Q A1l right. A1l this took place the night or early

morning hours of the 11th?
A From what I recall, yes.
MR. SHAHID: I'm sorry. I can't hear.
THE WITNESS: Sorry. From what I recall, yes.
Q Like I said, you can certainly look at your report

if you need to. Did you get called back out in this

case?

A Yes .

Q What time did that happen?

A The following day. I don't recall what time of
day, but it -- oh, excuse me, roughly 10:45 in the
morning.

Q 10:45 1in the morning. Why did you get called out?

A Patrol had located suspect clothing and bloody
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1l clothing and a knife near the scene of the crime.
2] Q And they believe it to be part of the same case?
3 A Yes.
41 Q And so you get called back out because you were
5|l sti1ll on call?
6| A Yes.
71 Q Did you respond to that Tlocation, - Graham
8| Street?
9lf A Yes.
10 Q Okay. What did you do when you got there?
11| A I spoke with the officers on scene. They advised
12|l me what they found, and then I began with my overall
13|l photographs.
141 Q Okay. And you took photos in this instance, but
15|l you didn't mark anything in this instance; right?
16 A No.
171 Q Okay. And when you arrived, had the patrol
18|| officer already picked all this stuff up?
1911 A Not to my knowledge, no. They said they hadn't
20| touched it.
21 Q So they hadn't touched it?
22| A That's what they said.
23] Q And it was your responsibility to document and
24|l collect it?
25] A Yes.
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Q Okay. A11 right, I'm going to show you what's
been admitted as State's-50 through 57. Just make sure
it Tooks Tike something you can identify, please.
A They are my photos.
Q Okay. These have already been admitted.

MR. WETMORE: Mr. Shahid, you want to take a 1look
at them, we all good?

MR. SHAHID: 1I'm good. Thank you.

Q I show you State's No. 50. Tell me about that.

A Here, you can see what appears to be a knife under
foliage.

Q And State's-517

A The same area. I pulled some of the plants out of

the view so you can see the whole item.

Q Okay. So that's your hand there?
A Yes .
Q And, actually, I don't want to jump the gun before

you start the collecting. But this, just take a look
at State's No. 10, this 1is a series of photographs.
Does this accurately depict the evidence that you
arrived to see?

A Yes.

Q You can step down if you want to. This is the
black jacket that you saw when you got there?

A Yes.
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11 Q And the white shirt?
21 A Yes.
3 Q Okay. Show us kind of where the knife would be;
4l is it up in here anywhere (indicating)?
5| A Here (indicating).
6| Q And then this zooms in a little bit farther.
71 Sti11 the black jacket and white shirt. Is that the
8|| knife?
9l A Yes.
10]| Q Okay. And this is all the way zoomed in. Still
11|| see the black jacket and then the knife; 1is that
12| correct?
131 A Yes.
14 Q Okay. So that's how it Tooked when you first got
15| there?
16| A Yes.
1711 Q The patrol officers had not touched it, to your
18| knowledge?
191 A To my knowledge, no.
20| Q A11 right. So then State's-51, then, is you
21|| actually starting to move the stuff around and collect
22|l it; right?
23| A Yes.
24 Q That's the knife right as it lay?
25| A Yes.
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Q A11 right. So State's-52, what's that?
A The jacket that was shown previously on the

ground, I laid it over the fence to photograph.

Q And State's-53, that's the same thing?

A Yes.

Q Does that jacket have a spec of blood on it?

A Suspected blood, yes.

Q Is that what we're seeing on the fabric there?

A Say again.

Q Is that what we're seeing on the fabric there?

A Yes.

Q And then 54, what is the significance of that
picture?

A A close-up image showing the brand and size of the
jacket on -- with the inside of the collar.

Q So this is an 01d Navy brand jacket?

A Yes.

Q Is that correct? Al11 right. Number 55, is that

still the black jacket? Where do you have it now?
A This image is of the same jacket back at our

forensic Tab hanging to dry.

Q It's hanging to dry?
A Yes.
Q Was the jacket, when you picked it up, was it

damp?
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Yes.

Was it damp with blood or with moisture; do you

I don't know specifically what all it was wet

but it -- there was some wet suspected blood,

amongst other fluids, that I don't know what they are.

So I just need it to be dry.

Q
A
Q
A

But the jacket was damp?
Yes.
A11 right. And No. 56, what is that?

A closer image of the white shirt that has

suspected blood on it.

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

That was found with the black jacket right there?
Yes.

Then finally 57, where have you got the shirt now?
Back at our crime scene unit hanging to dry.

Was that white shirt also damp?

Yes.

And you had to dry it?

Yes.

Before you could package it?

Yes.

Same as the jacket?

Yes.

And so, did you collect all of these items, the
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knife, jacket and the white shirt?
A Yes.
Q Can you just briefly describe how you collected
that evidence, what process, the steps you took to
collect it and package it up.
A After I photographed with gloved hand, I would
gently pick it up and I placed it in -- the clothing
was in paper bags and the knife was placed in the
cardboard box designed to carry sharp objects.
Q A11 right. I show you what's been marked as
State's No. 58. 1Is that the knife you recovered?
A Yes.
Q How can you be sure that's the knife that you
recovered from this pictured spot?
A Because it's in my -- the box that I sealed shut
and secured in evidence.

MR. WETMORE: Your Honor, at this time I would
move to admit State's-58, the knife.

THE COURT: Any objection? Any objection?

MR. SHAHID: 1I've seen it, judge. No objection.

THE COURT: Al11 right. Marked and admitted
without objection, 58.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 58 was admitted

evidence.)

Q If you would pass that up, I'11 trade you. I got

587
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another thing for you to Took at. I show you what's
marked 59 and 60. There's gloves here if you need
them. Can you take a look at seen what that is. Let's
look at 59 first. See if you could recognize 59. Can
you hold that up as high as you can.

(Indicating.)

So that is the jacket that you collected?

Yes.

How can you be sure about that?

p- = L = -

Because it was originally in the bag that I sealed
shut and submitted to evidence.

Q And before you were able to package that jacket,
did you need to dry it?

A Yes.

Q A11 right. Now, there is another item that's
packaged separately in that bag is item 60. Do you see
that item? I call that 1ike a little cap or something;
does that sound fair to you?

A Yes.

Q Did you notice that with the jacket, tucked into
the jacket when you collected it?

A Not that I recall.

Q Okay. And did you send that jacket to the

laboratory to be tested?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. When the lab took a thorough look at the
jacket, they found that cap in the jail --
MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Basis?
MR.
THE COURT: Is there a basis of the objection?
MR.
He's leading, for one.

THE COURT: Any further bases?

MR

that one first, and then --
THE COURT: Leading, sustained. Rephrase.
Q Would it surprise you that when the Tab took a

thorough look at the jacket they found that cap inside

it?
MR. SHAHID: Objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Basis?
MR. SHAHID: Still Tleading.
THE COURT: Sustained, leading.
Q Can you explain how the Tab found that cap in that
jacket.
A I don't know.
Q You didn't notice it?
A I did not.
Q When you collected it, you didn't notice that cap

. SHAHID: Well, I mean, I will take care of

589

SHAHID: He's -- it's --

SHAHID: There is, there's a couple of bases.
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tucked in the jacket?

MR. SHAHID: Leading, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained. Rephrase.
Q A11 right. When you collected that jacket, did
you thoroughly search that jacket?
A Evidently not.
Q Evidently not. What do you do or what did do you
in that instance with that jacket in terms of Tooking
at it, searching it, anything like that, what did you
do?
A When I hung it up to dry, I then -- it's more of a
controlled environment. So then I squeeze and kind of
feel around 1ike where pockets would be and where
people could possibly store items, and I feel if there
is something in there instead of blindly sticking my

hand in the pockets, just for safety reasons.

Q Right.
A I just kind of feel all over.
Q Right. Did you thoroughly look through every

pocket in that jacket and search it?

A I thought I had, but I might not have felt it. I
don't recall.

Q Okay. Is that -- that's item 60, the cap. Was
that a heavy or thick item?

A Not particularly, no.
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Q Why do you not thoroughly search something 1like
that jacket; as a crime scene officer, why would you
not thoroughly tear that jacket apart?

A It's a fine balance between fully searching and
preserving further evidence. Trace evidence, for
example, I don't want to destroy, lose, degrade any

other evidence that the lab would need that I can't

analyze.

Q A1l right. Did you intentionally add that cap --
A Nope.

Q -- to that jacket? And since the cap was found

with that jacket, I assume that's how it was when you
collected it?
A As far as I know. I don't...
Q A11 right. I'm sorry, I have to make you take all
that stuff out, this is obviously important. You
can --
MR. WETMORE: Mr. Shahid, you going to ask her to
pull it out again, or can she put it back up?
MR. SHAHID: I'm sorry, may we approach a second.
MR. WETMORE: Okay. I was going to ask her to
package it.
(WHEREUPON, a the following was held in the

presence of the jury but out of the hearing of the

jury:
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MR. WETMORE: You going to go into it on

cross-examination?

MR. SHAHID: Yeah, I'11 -- tell her to leave it

out. I'm sorry, I wasn't following you.

THE COURT: Y'all can have -- it needs to be in a

-- it's going to need to be out there in front of us,

not be put back in the bag. But might they have...

MR. WETMORE: She's going to put it back in and
take it back out?

THE COURT: I mean, she can just put it in the bag

with the jacket, she doesn't have to put it back in the
pocket. But I don't think it's safe for her to have
something --

MR. WETMORE: Okay.
THE COURT: -- that has biological waste on it

sitting up in front of her breathing it.

MR. WETMORE: Yeah.

MR. SHAHID: Yeah.

THE COURT: Yeah. I don't think that's safe,
yeah.

(End of bench conference.)

THE COURT: Proceed.
Q Please go ahead and put it back in the bag. You

may have to get it out again.

A (Complied.)
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Q You can just leave it kind of right there behind
you. I think they are going to ask you about it again.
I'm going to next show you State's No. 61, see if you
can identify that.

A The bag I packaged the white thermal shirt in.

MR. WETMORE: Judge, before I forget, I would like
to move State's-59, the black jacket, into evidence.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. SHAHID: May I just see the package again,
please?

THE COURT: Sure.

MR. SHAHID: For 59. And you're going to do 61 as
well, I presume?

THE WITNESS: For the jacket?

MR. SHAHID: The jacket.

THE COURT: What is still outstanding is 59, 60
and 61.

MR. SHAHID: Your Honor, I do have a question for
her before it's admitted into evidence, just to double
checking something with the. ..

THE COURT: No speaking in the presence of the
jury.

MR. SHAHID: Yeah.

THE COURT: I just need to know if you consent or

don't to No. 59 which is the jacket, and the cap, which
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1| are 59 and 60, actually.

2 MR. SHAHID: No objection, Your Honor.

3 THE COURT: 59 and 60 are marked and admitted

41| without objection.

5 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit Nos. 59 and 60 were
6 admitted in evidence.)

711 Q Now, let's focus on item 61. Is that the white
8|| thermal long sleeve shirt?

9 MR. SHAHID: I took it away from her.

10 THE COURT: 1It's right there on the table.

11 THE WITNESS: That's item 61, yes.

12 Q Can you take that out and show the jury real

13| quick.

14 THE COURT: She's going to need her gloves again,
15])| and she's going to need some scissors.

16 MR. WETMORE: Gloves are there, I don't have any
17| scissors, judge. Do you have any scissors?

18 THE COURT: Oh, well, she got it open without
19| them, never mind.

20 THE WITNESS: (Indicating.)

211} Q So that's the white thermal shirt that you

22|} recovered from this pictured area here?

23| A Yes.

24 MR. WETMORE: Judge, I would like to move

25|l State's-61 into evidence.
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THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SHAHID: No, ma'am.
THE COURT: Marked and admitted without objection,
No. 61.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 61 was admitted in
evidence.)
Q And you indicated this shirt was also damp when

you recovered it?

A Yes.

Q Did it have to be dried before you could package
it?

A Yes.

Q Okay. If you could please put that back in there.

I'm sorry, I hate to make you do that, we got to show
the jury what you found.

A (Indicating.)

Q So now, dealing with these items, the knife,
jacket that had a cap in it, and the white thermal
shirt, what did you do with this evidence?

A I'm sorry, will you repeat that. I couldn't hear
over the bag.

Q Sure. Sure. These items that you recovered,
black jacket that evidently had a cap in it, the white
shirt and the knife, what did you do with all that

evidence?
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A Ensured it was dry before I further packaged it
and submitted it into the evidence compound.
Q That's a secure area?
A Yes.
MR. WETMORE: I have no further questions.
THE COURT: You may proceed.
CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHAHID:

Q Those items, 58, 59, 60 and 61, those actually
were sent to SLED?

A I don't have a list of what number converts to my

items, I'm sorry.

Q A11 right. The cap, the blue jacket, the thermal
shirt --

A Black jacket.

Q -- and the knife were sent to SLED?

A The black jacket.

Q The black jacket.

A The knife and thermal -- yes.

Q Yes. The black jacket and the knife were sent to
SLED?

A I don't recall specifically. But according to the

packaging they had gone to SLED, yes.
Q Well, what happened after you collected these

items, what happened next? You put them in a secure
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room and left them there, and that was the end of it?

A No.
Q Okay.
A I put them in the dryer to dry, and then further

packaged them in cleaner bags and put them into the

evidence compound.

Q And that's where they stayed until today?
A No. Until they went to SLED.
Q Okay. Now, as to Exhibit No. 50, this is the item

the night that you found when you arrived?

A Yes.

Q And you took that picture. And that picture
accurately reflects the items that you came across?

A Best of my knowledge, yes.

Q Is there anything in that picture that changes
your mind as to that is not the condition of the knife
when you found it?

A No.

Q Okay. And Exhibit No. 51 is a close-up of Exhibit
No. 50. I'm sorry. Is that better?

A Yes.

Q Or this way. Which way you like it, this way or
the other way (indicating)?

A It's the knife.

Q Okay. Now, is the blade, the condition of the
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blade, is that how you found Exhibit No. 51 when you
arrived to take that photograph?

A Best as I can recall.

Q Is there anything that looking at Exhibit 51 would
change your mind that's anything different about how
that looked that is reflected in this photograph?

A Not that I can recall.

Q Okay. And only thing, the difference between 50
and 51 is you taking your hand to smooth some of the
green leafy area away from it?

A As much as I remember, vyes.

Q Okay. So do you see anything on this blade right
here that looks 1ike blood at all?

A Not that jumps out.

Q Okay. And do you see any moisture on that blade
of any sort?

A Not to be sure, but it appears right there, there
was like a fluid possibly on that (indicating).

Q A11 right. And that could account from you moving
a leave away?

A I can't say either way.

Q You can't say either way. And on the handle, any
moisture on the handle?

A There's some reddish suspected blood possibly

(indicating) .
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Q Okay, possibly?
A Yeah.
Q That's the only moisture you see on the handle?
A That's obvious, yes.
Q Okay. Now, on Exhibit No. 50, those two, 53, this

is a jacket as you found it after you pulled it over

and threw it over the fence; is that correct?

A That's the jacket, yes.

Q Number 53. And what are these things right here,
officer?

A Snaps or buttons, I don't recall.

Q Okay. So when you initially saw the jacket, there

was a leafy area around the jacket; is that correct, on
Exhibit No. 107

A Would you rephrase the question.

Q Yeah, sure, I'm sorry. Why don't we switch places
so the court reporter can pick up your voice. So in
Exhibit No. 10, State's Exhibit No. 10, it looks Tike

green leafy material was touching the jacket; is that

accurate?
A Yes.
Q A11 right. Also, in the middle photograph

Exhibit 10 is also green leafy material touching the
jacket?

A Yes.
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Q And there's moisture on the green leafy material?
A Yes.
Q And you had -- in order to remove the jacket it

had to come out and touch the green leafy material; is
that accurate?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And the same would be true, but you can
hardly see the knife, this is where the knife is right
here on Exhibit 10 (indicating). So that you had to
move the green leafy material at that point?

A Yes.

Q Okay, thank you. On the placards that you were
shown earlier and you talked about one through 18 on
the night that you were called out there, you found a
white tank top; correct? Was that a woman's tank top?
A I don't recall.

Q And the two sandals, right and left sandal, was
that a woman's sandal?

A They appear to be, but anybody can wear them.

Q Okay. But it looked more consistent with a
woman's sandal as opposed to a men's sandal?

A I think for our society, yes.

Q Okay. You also located a white T-shirt, and that
was the area that you understood where the victim was

found?
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A Yes.
Q Okay. And that area had blood around it?
A Yes.
(Discussion off the record.)
Q And this is Exhibit No. 46. And this 1is placard

number 167

A Yes.

Q And that's the white shirt?

A Yes.

Q And the substance around 16 where my pen is
pointed right now -- I can't pick that up, I'm sorry

right in here, this area right in here (indicating),

that's all blood?

A Suspected.

Q And around this area here as well (indicating)?
A Suspected, yes.

Q And right in here (indicating)?

A Yes.

Q Now, you did not collect samples of blood from

this area?

A No.

Q Okay. And you did not submit the shirt, as I
understand, to SLED to be tested; is that correct?
A I don't recall.

Q Do you have anything in your records to reflect

228
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1 that?
2y A I don't have all the chains of custodies with me,
3| no.
41 Q Did you take Exhibit No. 46, the shirt, into
5[ custody?
6| A State's Exhibit 46 is that photo?
7 Q I'm sorry, not the photo itself. But I'm
8|l referring to No. 16, the shirt itself that you've got
9|| marked as 16, was that taken into custody?
10| A Yes.
11| Q And you don't have a recollection of whether or
12]l not it was sent off to SLED or not?
131 A At this time I don't, no.
14 Q Do you have a record anywhere, officer, that shows
15|| what was sent to SLED?
16| A Not on me.
171 Q Where would that be?
18| A The SLED website.
191 Q Well, if you sent something off to SLED, isn't
20|l there a sheet of paper that shows the chain of custody?
21| A Yes.
221 Q Would you have a chain of custody on number --
23]l that white shirt; you don't have it with you now?
24| A No.
25 (Discussion off the record.)
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Q I want to see if you can first identify what I'm

handing you, that's a series of papers, first before I

mark it.
A I'm sorry. Before I go through all this, can you
just --
Q Can you identify what those are, those series of

papers are.

A Yes. They are chain of custodies from my
department.
Q Okay. Let me just...

MR. SHAHID: 1I'm going to have this marked as
Defendant's Exhibit No. 5, I believe.

THE COURT: Show it to counsel.

(Discussion off the record.)

MR. SHAHID: I was going to mark it for
identification only at this time, judge.

THE COURT: Defense-5, ID only.

(WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit No. 5 was marked

for identification only.)
Q Would you please just review what's been marked
for identification only Exhibit No. 5, and if there is
anywhere in there that reflects this shirt being sent
off to SLED in the chain of custody.
A What was the question?

Q Whether or not the T-shirt which you have a
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placard number 16 was sent off to SLED for testing.

A From these chains, I can't tell.

Q Okay. Hold onto that for one second. On State's
Exhibit 38 which you've got a placard number two seems
to be another white shirt.

A Yes.

Q Looking at what's been marked for identification
on Defendant's Exhibit No. 5, can you tell whether or
not that shirt was sent off to SLED for testing?

A I can't tell, to be exact.

Q And my same question would be for item number 48
which is placard number 18.

A I can't tell.

Q Okay. I think in your direct examination the
blood trail that you had described earlier, you took

only a sample which was placard number four; is that

correct?
A He spoke of number four, yes.
Q Were there other -- the other placards that showed

the trail, were those sent off to SLED as well? That
would be items four through nine or four through ten,
which are shown in Exhibit 41.

A Five, six, seven, eight, well, our items five,

six, seven and eight which depicted swabs from placards

six, four, twelve and thirteen were sent to SLED.
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Q Those were sent to SLED?
A Yes.
Q A11 right. And can you tell the shirt, the

thermal shirt, I think that was 61, whether or not that
was sent to SLED the same time the knife and the jacket

was sent to SLED. Do you want any help with those

pages”?

A If you can guarantee me my gloves, I'11 take it
off.

Q I'm not going to ask to you touch any other

evidence besides those papers, officer.

A And to confirm, you were asking if these were sent
at the same time?

Q Was the thermal shirt sent to SLED at the same

time item number 58 and item number 59 were sent to

SLED?

A They were not.

Q They were not?

A No.

Q Okay. When was the thermal shirt sent to SLED?

A February 23rd of 2018.

Q Okay. Now, officer, when you recovered the jacket

and the shirt, were they put in separate bags or same
bags?

A I believe separate.
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Q Okay. You can't tell off the top of your head?
A I don't recall.
Q I1'11 take those back. Thank you. One more quick

question for you, officer. When you arrived at the
area, were there other patrol cars in the general area
where you were there that you had -- had been marked
off from Emden Street?
A Which scene?
Q At the original scene from Emden and Railroad,
were there patrol cars already there in that general
area?

Yes.

Within the area that had been initially taped off?

A
Q
A Within the tape?
Q Yes.
A I don't recall.
Q A1l right.

MR. SHAHID: Excuse me just one second, please.
No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any redirect?

MR. WETMORE: Yes, Your Honor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q Officer Ong, you collected all of the evidence

that was marked, that you marked when you collected it
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all?

A From the original scene?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q And do you decide what gets sent to SLED lab for
testing?

A It's not solely my decision, no.

Q In this case did other detectives decide what

needed to be sent to SLED?
A Yes.

MR. WETMORE: No further questions.

THE COURT: Any objection to the witness being
excused from the State?

MR. WETMORE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the Defense?

MR. SHAHID: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Ma'am, your excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: You're welcome.

(Witness excused.)

THE COURT: We'll take care of it, don't worry
about it.

Madam forelady, ladies and gentlemen, we're going
to take advantage of this break in testimony, and we

appreciate you letting us go beyond 5 o'clock, to take
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(The following proceedings were held
April 19, 2018, Charleston County, South Carolina,
@ 9:53 a.m.)

THE COURT: Good morning. State ready
to proceed?

MR. WETMORE: Yes, Judge. Update real
fast. Here this morning ready to go I have Wyant,
Darnell, Herrera and Clayton and then I have the
neonatologist and pathologist standing by for 1:30.
Does that work for you?

THE COURT: That works. I ordered
lunch for the jury and it should be here by 12:30.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you so much.

THE COURT: Ready? Is your witness out
there or in here?

MR. WARING: He is out there.

THE COURT: You can go ahead and get
the jury. Go ahead and bring them in the
courtroom.

(Whereupon the jury entered the
courtroom at 9:54 a.m.)

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. I hope everybody had a pleasant
evening. We are now going to resume testimony. I

would ask that you give counsel your attention.
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SCOTT WYANT-DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. WETMORE

You may proceed, Mr. Wetmore.

MR. WETMORE: Thank you, Judge. State
calls Scott Wyant.

THE COURT: Sir, if you would come
forward to be sworn.

SCOTT WYANT

having been duly sworn, testifies as follows:
THE CLERK: State your full name and
spell your last name.
THE WITNESS: Scott Cameron Wyant,
W-Y-A-N-T.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WETMORE:
Q. Mr. Wyant, where do you work now?
A. At Boeing.
Q. And back in October of 2015 did you
work for the North Charleston Police Department?
A. That 1s correct.
Q. And about that time frame what were

your duties and responsibilities with the police

department?

A. I was the supervisor over the forensics
unit.

Q. And as the supervisor for the forensics

unit did you ever collect any evidence?
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6

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Did you ever collect evidence from
autopsies that were performed?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Now, do you have a copy of the report
that you made in this case back in October of '1l5?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. And can you tell if you became involved
in this case against the Defendant?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Did you respond to the autopsy?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. About this case?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And when did you do that, can you tell?

A. On October 15th -- October 13th, 2015.

Q. And why did you respond to the autopsy
room at that time?

A. Responded to collect the evidence in
regard to this case.

Q. What specifically did you collect about
this case?

A. Brown color cap, left and right hand
fingernail clippings, nail clippers, a blood spot

and a CD containing autopsy images.
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;
1 Q. Okay. If I may approach?
2 " THE COURT: You may.
3 Q. I'm going to show you what's been
4 “ marked as State's Exhibit No. 62. Can you identify
5 that?
6 I A. This is the blood spot that I
7 collected.
8 Q. From?
9 " A. From this autopsy.
10 Q. From Ms. Frazier, the victim?
11 A. That's correct.
12 " Q. That would be a sample of her blood?
13 A. Yes, 1t would be.
14 Q. And where did you have -- how did you
15 " collect that evidence?
16 A. I responded to the autopsy room. I met
17 " with Ashley Woodridge who was one of the autopsy
18 technicians there. And she signed over the items
19 to me via chain of custody.
20 Ii MR. WETMORE: At this point we would
21 ask for No. 62 to be moved into evidence.
22 THE COURT: Any objection?
23 I MR. SHAHID: ©No objection.
24 THE COURT: Marked and admitted without
25 objection.
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THE COURT: 62 had already been
admitted without objection. 62 and 63 had been
admitted.

MR. WETMORE: Okay.

BY MR. WETMORE:

Q. I have handed you State's No. 63. Do
you recognize what that is?

A. It looks like at least the left hand,
might be the right hand fingernail clippings. Yes,

the left and right fingernail clippings from the

victim.

Q. Okay. Those are from the victim at the
autopsy?

A. That's correct.

Q. You collected those from the autopsy
room?

A. From Ashley Woodridge.

Q. And I believe 63 is already in evidence

you said, Judge?
THE COURT: Yes.
BY MR. WETMORE:
Q. Regarding both of these items, 62 and
63, the blood sample from the victim, fingernail
sample from the victim, what did you do with these

items after you collected them?
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A. When she gives the items to me they are
already in sealed envelopes, little sealed
envelopes. They are labeled with a sticker that
says what the item is. I transport them to North
Charleston Police Department. I had Ms. Woodridge
sign my chain of custody. When I get to the
station I have to repackage it, put it in another
evidence bag that says North Charleston Police
Department. I take her sealed envelope and I put
it in an envelope that has our information on 1t.

I fill out that envelope. I continue with the
chain of custody signing that evidence into our
property room, into our evidence room.

Q. So is it a secure process?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And it's placed in the secured evidence
locker; is that correct?

A. That is correct.

MR. WETMORE: I have no further

questions.

THE COURT: Any questions of the
witness?

MR. SHAHID: Excuse me one second,
Judge.

(Attorney confers with client.)
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MR. SHAHID: No questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any objection to the
witness being excused from the State?

MR. WETMORE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defense?

MR. SHAHID: ©No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Sir, you are excused.

THE WITNESS: Thank vyou.

THE COURT: Call your next witness.

MR. WARING: State calls Thomas
Darnell.

THOMAS DARNELL

having been duly sworn, testifies as follows:
THE CLERK: State your full name and
spell your last name.
THE WITNESS: Thomas Edward Darnell,
D-A-R-N-E-L-L.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WARING:

Q. Good morning, Tom.

A. Good morning.

Q. Doing okay today?

A. Good.

Q. Can you tell the jury where you work?
A. I work at SLED, the State Law
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Enforcement Division in Columbia.
Q. And how long have you worked there?
A. Total about 25 plus years. I actually

was there for about 20 years and retired and
bounced around a little bit and I was rehired in
2012, so about 25 years or so.

Q. Can you tell the jury what you did
during those 20 years and what you have been doing
the whole time?

A. The majority of my time at SLED I was
forensic laboratory, probably about 21 of those
years. 1 was in the crime scene department early
on doing latent print, doing fingerprint work,
evidence processing, those kind of things. I was a
supervisor of the department for about six years
prior to retiring. I left the lab for a few years,
went and did some different things at different
departments. Returned to the laboratory and
managed the fingerprint laboratory at SLED.

Q. And is that what you currently do?

A. Yes. I'm a fingerprint examiner,
non-supervisor at this point in my career at the
crime lab.

Q. Have you had to undergo any training

throughout your career?
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A. Yes. I have a Bachelor of Science
Degree from the University of South Carolina in
criminal justice. That was back in '82. When I
started working at SLED in 1990 I had to complete
some inhouse training which dealt with all areas of
forensics as it related to crime scene fingerprint
evidence, fingerprint processing, fingerprint
comparison. I attended the local academy 1n
Columbia, took a few courses there. I attended the
FBI academy in Quantico, Virginia where I complete
some courses there as well. I have taken a number
of classes in different areas of the country over
my career all dealing with fingerprint crime scene
investigation.

Q. Any kind of yearly proficiency test
that you have to undergo?

A. Yes, sir. The laboratory that I work
for 1s internationally accredited. So we are
required to take an annual test for proficiency
which we have to pass of course. There are
measures in place to deal with times that you don't
pass. That's never happened to me, but we do have
to take tests every year from an outside vendor and
we take those tests independently of anyone else.

No one helps you with it. You do 1t on your own
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and so that 1s something that is required.

0. Now, Tom, have you ever testified
before?

A. I have.

Q. As an expert?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Approximately how many times?

A. I have probably testified 150 times or

so all over the State of South Carolina. I have
been in state and federal courts. I have also been
out of state a couple of times. The majority of my
testimonies are where I am subpoenaed by the state
or the federal government. I have had the occasion
to be subpoenaed and testify for defense attorneys
as well.
Q. And typically what field are you
declared an expert in?
A. I'm an expert in the area of
fingerprint analysis.
MR. WARING: Your Honor, at this point
State would move to have the witness declared an
expert in fingerprint analysis.
THE COURT: Any objection or guestions?
MR. SHAHID: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So admitted without
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objection. You may proceed.
BY MR. WARING:

Q. Okay, Tom. Jumping right into 1it, were
you involved in this case, the Ricky Short case?

A. I was.

Q. And can you tell the jury how you got
brought into that?

A. Yes, sir. One of the things that we do

in our laboratory is not only do we look at
fingerprints, we also process evidence to determine
if there are fingerprints. And then we collect any
other type of evidence that might be present. In
this case I received an item of evidence that I was
asked to process for fingerprints as well as to do
any DNA collection from the item.

Q. Do you recall what date that was?

A. I received this item in a sealed box on

May the 18th of 201le6.

Q. And so you indicated you received a
knife?

A. Yes, sir. I received the sealed box
that contained a -- what I have described as a wood

handle steak knife.
Q. And can you please tell the jury what

you did with that knife?
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A. When I got the knife I -- of course the
first thing we do obviously is a visual
examination. We use lighted magnification to look
at items of evidence to see i1f there is anything
that needs to be collected right away to keep
anything from falling off or blowing away or
whatever. We want to collect those kinds of
things. And so once I did a visual examination I
made a note there were no fingerprint evidence.
There was no fingerprint evidence observed at the
time that I was doing the visual examination. The
tip of the blade was slightly bent. I have got
that noted in my notes here and there were -- and I
was asked to collect any possible blood stains or
touch DNA, those kind of things as well as
processing it for fingerprints.

There were some reddish stains that

were visible on the handle of the knife. I'm not

qualified to say it's blood, but I suspected that

it was so I was able to collect those areas. I
also collected some areas further away from the
blood stains in an attempt to get touch DNA as
well.

Once I do that then I try and process

what's left of the area for my fingerprint evidence
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and I use a couple of different techniques to do
that.

Q. So you collected from those areas what
you believed to be possible blood. Can you mention
what exactly that process 1is?

A. Yes. When I swab up the blood we use
sterile swabs, cotton heavy swabs and a wooden
handle and there are two swabs per package. So
they are separately sealed. I'm in a clean room.
I've got gloves on and I have got garments on to
keep from contaminating anything. And I take the
swabs that are moistened and I moisten one of the
swabs with some deionized sterile water and then I
simply take a swab and moisten the area. It
transfers on to the swab, then I take the second
swab and sort of wipe up the residue or the
leftover after I use the moistened swab.

Once I get that collected I place 1t 1in
an area in a hood to allow it to dry. Once it
dries then I package it up, label the envelope,
what 1t 1s, where it came from, my initials, the
date I did it, case number, item number and then
that gets packaged in a sealed container and gets
transferred to our DNA laboratory.

0. Is that how it went down for those
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items of evidence?
A. Yes, sir.
“ Q. May I approach the witness, Your Honor?
THE COURT: You may.
BY MR. WARING:
Q. Tom, I am showing you what's already
" been admitted as State's Exhibit 58. Would you
mind taking a look at that?
A. (Witness complies with request.) Yes,

H sir. This appears to be the knife on State's
Exhibit 58. This appears to be the knife that I
swabbed and processed that date. It has the
laboratory number, the item number and it has my

initials on the blade and it also has my initials

on the bag itself.
I Q. You already kind of mentioned for the
jury at the beginning of your testimony is that a
wooden handle?

A. Yes, sir, appears to be a wooden
' handle. I refer to it as a steak knife.

Q. Would you mind holding that up for the
jury so they can see the handle.

A, (Witness complies with request.)

Q. I am now showing you what has been

marked for identification purposes as State's
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Exhibits 64 and 65.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. SHAHID: I am sorry, Judge. Excuse
me. No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Marked and admitted without
objection.
(STATE'S EXH. 64-65 in evidence.)
BY MR. WARING:

0. Tom, these are admitted as State's
Exhibit 64 and 65. Would you mind taking a look at
those and tell the jury what you see in there?

A. Yes. I see two brown envelopes which
are the envelopes that I packaged, swabs that I
made from the knife and I put one envelope
contained the swabs that I wanted to be checked for
blood and then contained swabs I wanted to be
checked for any touch DNA that I might have been
able to pick up. And each of these envelopes has
the lab number, the item number, and the date that
I collected it which would have been May 18th,
2016. The item number 3.1 and 3.2. That item 3
being the knife and then the .1 and .2 indicates
that it came from Item 3.

Then once I got these two envelopes I

did put them in a heat sealed bag and I heat sealed
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it, dated i1t and initialed it before it got

transferred. So basically it's sealed inside the

container and inside the outer container as well.
Q. Okay. I want to go back to the

fingerprints for a second. Did you check for

fingerprints?
A. I did.
Q. Okay. And on the knife were you able

to find any?

A. I was not.

Q. Okay. Does the fact that the knife has
a wooden handle mean anything to you as far as your
ability to collect fingerprints?

A. Well, the wood handle is not the ideal
surface, but it is a smooth enough surface that
sometimes you can develop prints on wooden handles.
I mean I have in the past. But it is not something
that happens very often. But it's not the best
surface, but it is a suitable surface.

Q. So is it harder to get a print from say
a wooden handle versus a non-wooden surface?

A. I would say it would be harder to get a
print on a wooden handle versus say like a drinking
glass or a mirror or something along that line.

Q. Okay. Now, you mentioned earlier that
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the tip of the blade is bent a little bit; is that
right?

A. Yes, sir. The tip of the blade is just
maybe hard to see from there, but it has just got a
slight curve in the tip and which I made a note 1in
the worksheet that that was the case.

Q. In your experience have you ever
received knives before that were bent?

A. Yes, sir. I have received -- I mean I
have processed now thousands of pieces of evidence,
all kinds. And I have received quite a few knives
over the years. And I received some that were
bent. I have received some that were quite frankly
broken, tip sometimes break off and I've gotten all
kind of conditions of knives.

Q. Does that in any way signify anything
to you?

A. Other than at some point in time it got
bent. I don't know what caused it to be bent like
that. It does have an obvious bend in the blade.

0. Court's indulgence, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.
MR. WARING: Please answer any
questions the defense has.

THE COURT: You may proceed.
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MR. SHAHID: Thank you, Judge.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SHAHID:

Q. Good morning, sir.

A. Good morning.

Q. I want to show you a photograph, Mr.
Darnell. I'm showing you State's Exhibit No. 51.
Does that look like a photograph of State's Exhibit
No. 58?

A. It appears to be, yes, sir.

Q. And in that photograph, sir, would you
agree with me that what's reflected in this
photograph is about the condition that you received
the knife?

A. Well, I mean --

Q. The overall look of 1t?

A. I mean like I said, it appears to be
the same knife that I have, the same shape and so
forth. But all I got was just the knife itself.

Q. Okay. But that -- the way that it 1is
reflected in that photograph is similar to what you
recall receiving back in May of 20167

A. Yes, sir. I mean it was laying in this

box and it was suspended I think with some -- with

a plastic zip tie to keep the knife from moving
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through the box.

Q. All right. So you received 1t in May
of 2016; is that correct?

A. Yes, sir. It actually came into the
laboratory in November of 2015 and I actually
received it on May the 18th of 2016.

Q. November what date?

A. It came into the laboratory initially
on 11-6-15.

Q. Of 20157

A. Yes, sir, and then I actually received
it from my evidence vault on May the 18th, 2016.

Q. Okay. DNow, what I understand that you

did is that you took the knife and you had to use
-— make sure I got the right terminology, lighted
magnification. So what you are talking about 1is a
magnifying glass of some sort, some kind of an aid
to help you beyond the naked eye, you and I have
glasses, to look at the item for examination?

A. Correct.

Q. And that magnifying glass is something
that you could have with a light 1in there to
illuminate what you are looking at; 1s that
correct?

A. It is just a visual aid that we pretty
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much use for anything that we examine or at least I
do.
Q. And so you are looking for things that
you can't see with the naked eye?
A. Well, not necessarily with the lighted
magnification. It is nothing really fancy about
the light. Just the magnifier is about a ten power
so it is not like it's a microscope or anything,
but it does help me get a better visualization on
the surface.
Q. It's an aid to help you look beyond
what you may or may not find from the naked eye?
A. It does assist me in being able to see
the item a lot better, lot closer.
0. Now, on this portion of Exhibit 58 I
think?
THE COURT: 51. Sorry. I apologize.
MR. SHAHID: 587
THE COURT: It is 58.

BY MR. SHAHID:

Q. I am looking at 51 so the jury can see
this. This middle part here is called the blade;
is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

0. And as I understand your testimony on
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the blade where my pen is right now there was —--
you did not find any blood at all?

A. Yes. That was what I have noted here,

that reddish brown stains were visible on the
handle area. There were no visible reddish brown
on the blade.

Q. So there's no indication of any kind of
blood at all on the blade?

A. Not that I could find.

Q. Now, Mr. Darnell, where my pen 1s right
now, these three little spots, are those metal?

A. I would have to assume so, yes.

Q. Does it appear to be of the same type
of material of the blade?

A. I mean it's the same -- appears to be a
stainless steel, it's the same color.

Q. And this area right here along the
blade itself, this area where my pen 1s right now,
that looks like metal as well?

A. Yes, it does.

Q. Now, you had talked about fingerprints
a few seconds ago on a smooth surface. So if
someone touched this blade where my pen is right
now that's a good surface for fingerprints?

A. Well, it's a good surface. You know,
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just because you touch something doesn't mean you
are going to leave a print. You know, on all the
television shows where you see that happens all the
time. And that doesn't really happen in the real
world. But it is a chance that someone could leave
it if they did touch the blade.

Q. My question to you, Mr. Darnell, 1is
whether or not this surface, this is a good surface
to collect a fingerprint?

A. Yes, sir. I would say it is a good
surface.

0. And this surface, a handle, is also
suitable to receive a fingerprint?

A. It would be suitable. Probably not
gquite as good as the blade itself, but the wooden
handle is a suitable surface.

Q. So when someone 1s grabbing something
like a knife and they are holding it their fingers
are rolled over into the items; 1is this a
reasonable assumption?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. And if someone picks up the
blade and grabs a blade part they don't want to cut
themselves obviously, but if they pick up the blade

part, the tip of their fingers are holding on to
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the blade part or touching the blade part at some
point; is that right?

A. That's possible, yes, sir.

Q. If I put my hand on this jury bar right

here you may be able to pick up my print from that?

A. Tt's possible.
Q. It is possible?
A. It's not -- it doesn't always happen,

but it is possible.

Q. It's not a guarantee?
A. No, sir.
Q. That's why you were called in to help

see 1f you can pick out those prints and that's why
sometimes you use a light to help you see whether
prints may be visible or not?

A. Yes, I use lights and different
chemicals and various techniques.

Q. Now, what I understand that you did
with Exhibit 64 and 65, you took a cotton material

of some sort; is that right?

A. Yes, sir. It was a sterile cotton
swab.

Q. Sterile cotton swab. It means it is
clean?

A. Correct.
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Q. And so there should be no contaminates
on it?

A. That's correct.

Q. And you dipped it in some kind of
saline solution?

A. Yes, sir. We actually use I call it
deionized water, sterile water.

Q. To make sure you can pick out whatever

you wanted to pick up. So you took that on to the
handle part; is that right?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And then you so you were able to pick
up something off of those and then put it in here
to be analyzed later?

A. That's correct.

Q. So, Mr. Darnell, this incident happened
on October 10th, 1lth, 2015. And it was sent to
your lab in November. So that's about not quite
maybe three weeks or so for lab to receive it and
then you don't get to it until May. So that's
November, December, January, February, March,
April, maybe seven months later, over seven months
later; is that right?

A. Math looks correct. Six or seven

months later.
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Q. So would you tell the jury, 1is that
seven months after that knife is collected you're
still able to find something of value off that
handle?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And so then when you find something of
value off the handle you are not telling the jury
how long that thing that you are able to collect
has been there?

A. No, sir.

Q. It could have been there two months
prior to October 10th?

A. That's certainly possible.

Q. Could have been there six months prior
to October 10th?

A. I have no way of knowing.

Q. At all?

A. No, sir.

Q. But the substance that you are
collecting off that knife has the ability to remain
on that wooden handle for a period of time and you
don't have any way of determining that length of
time?

A. Yes, sir. You know, like I said, they

had the knife in a box secured inside with the zip
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tie. So it's been secured and in a protective
environment for at least six or seven months prior
to me receiving it prior to that. I can't tell you
where 1t was.

Q. Now, the only item that you were asked
to examine was the wooden knife; is that correct?

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. Now, I'm going to show you a photograph
of State's Exhibit No. 53. I am presuming you
haven't seen this before? Have you seen the actual

item depicted in 537

A. No, sir, I have not.

Q. You were not asked to examine anything
with this?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now, these things right here on the

jacket are buttons; is that correct?

A. They appear to be like a letterman
athletic-type jacket. I would assume they are
metal button covers, stamp covers.

Q. Now, hypothetically, sir, it 1is
possible based on the nature of these buttons that
you may be able to get prints off those buttons; 1s
that correct?

A. It would be possible. I don't know
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that I have ever developed anything on a snap cover
like that in my career, but I would have to say it
would be possible just because of the fact that it
is metal and it's smooth basically.

0. Now, also, sir, reflected right here
where my pen is next to these two buttons, that may
be blood, okay? Can blood also serve as a
receptacle for fingerprints?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Dried blood. Blood that has
substantially dried?

A. I'm not --

Q. Let me rephrase that. I will stick
with my initial question to you because I may have
confused myself. Blood at times can serve as a
receiver of fingerprints?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And once blood dries and it receives
the fingerprint you have the capability of lifting
a print off the dry blood?

A. Well, we don't really 1lift the bloody
print. It would be processed chemically and we can
photograph it at that point. But that is something
that we can do.

Q. As I understand it you weren't asked to
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do that in this case?

A. No, sir, I was not. Had I seen what
appeared to be a bloody impression on that knife,
State's Exhibit 58, I would have taken the
necessary steps to develop and to preserve it, but
I did not see that in this particular case.

Q. Okay. Give me just one second, please.

(Attorney confers with client.)

Q. You were asked about the bend on the
tip of the knife?

A. Yes.

Q. You don't have any idea how that
happened or when what happened?

A. I don't know when it happened or really
even how it happened, but I assume had to hit
something hard for it to be bend that like.

Q. At some point in time and you just
don't know what or where?

A. Right. I don't know. I have no way of
knowing.

MR. SHAHID: Thank you, sir. That's
all the questions I have, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Any redirect?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WARING:
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Q. ThHank you, Judge, Jjust briefly. Tom,
were there indications of blood found on the knife?

A. Yes, there did appear to be what T
suspected to be blood. What I have seen in my
career certainly looked like blood to me.

0. Now, with regard to the knife,

Exhibit 58, if somebody were holding it presumably
by the handle hypothetically and momentarily their
hand slipped down would you expect to lift a
fingerprint off the tiny little surface area of the
edge?

A. No, sir, not on the edge. I would
expect 1t 1s not enough surface there on the edge
of the blade.

MR. WARING: Court's indulgence. No
further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any objection to the
witness being excused from the State?

MR. WARING: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defense?

MR. SHAHID: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sir, you are excused. You
may call your next witness.

MR. WARING: State calls Verona

Herrera.
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VERONA HERRERA

having been duly sworn, testifies as follows:
THE CLERK: Please state your full name
and spell your last name for the record.
THE WITNESS: My name is Verona
Herrera, H-E-R-R-E-R-A.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. WARING:

Q. Good morning.

A. Good morning.

Q. How are you doing today?

A. I'm well. And you?

Q. Good. Please tell the jury where you
work.

A. I work at SLED which we refer to which
-- I am sorry -- 1s a shortened version of the

South Carolina Law Enforcement Division.

Q. And please tell me what your role is in
SLED?

A. I'm a forensic serologist in the DNA

case work department at SLED.

Q. And how long have you worked at SLED?
A. Approximately ten years.
Q. Now, you mentioned you are a forensic

serologist?
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A. Yes.
Q. Can you the tell the jury what that
means?
A. Forensic serology has two basic

sections within it. First one is we get larger
pieces of evidence such as clothing, car parts,
guns, we look for possibly body fluids or we
collect for skin cells where someone touched or
wore an item. We can also 1f needed take those
samples further and identify the body fluid. So if
we have a quick color change test that indicates
something may be semen we have further testing to
confirm if that substance is semen.

Q. Did you have to undergo any specific
training to get where you are now?

A. SLED has inhouse training. We train
under court gqualified analysts. We first watch
them do their work. Slowly they allow us to do
some of the steps as they watch until we're doing
all the steps as they watch. We are given tests in
how we do the test, our report writing, our
testimony, and other areas to prove that we can
actually do case work alone and then we are allowed
to do our own case work.

Q. Do you have any kind of yearly
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proficiency tests or anything like that?

A. Yes, we are proficiency tested every
year.

Q. How about testifying? You ever done
that before?

A. I have testified approximately I think
50 times now.

Q. How about as an expert?

A. As an expert it's somewhere between 50
and 20.

Q. And typically what fields do you
testify in?

A. It's either forensic serology which 1is

what I have been doing for the last three years or
it's forensic evidence processing which 1s that
first part or serology that I explained so that
kind of got absorbed in the serology section that
was created.

MR. WARING: Your Honor, at this point
State moves to have the witness declared an expert
in forensic serology.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. SHAHID: No objection.

THE COURT: So admitted without

objection.
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BY MR. WARING:
Q. Now, do you have any knowledge of the
difference between DNA and serology?
A. Basic knowledge. I'm not an expert in

DNA, but I do collect items that go forward for DNA
testing.

Q. Okay. So serology, 1is that part of the
whole DNA process?

A. It is. The DNA case work section 1is
broken up in two sections. There's a serology
section which is basically a screening section to
make sure something needs to go forward and be
further analyzed in the DNA analysis or section of
the DNA department.

Q. Can you briefly describe how you're
able to test for bodily fluids?

A. For semen and blood there are two quick
color change tests. We swab the stain of interest,
apply a couple chemicals. If it changes color then
that's an indication that that possibly could be
that body fluid.

Q. What color would that be?

A. For blood it's pink, for semen it's a
darker one.

Q. So if something is presumptive positive
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