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NO 

INDEX 

(SW) - Denotes State's Witness 
(DW) - Denotes Defense Witness 

(I C) - Denotes In Camera 

(There were no wi tnesses called . ) 

EXHI BI TS 

DESCRI PTION 

(There wer e no exhibit s int roduced . ) 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 

(WHEREUPON, proceedi ngs commenced at 3 : 02 p . m. ) 

THE CLERK : Your Honor , t h i s i s I ndi ctment Number 

20 1 8- GS- 23 - 5590, State vs . William Zach ary Newton . Th ank 

you. 

Pl ease r aise your right hand . 

WHEREUPON , 

WI LLI AM ZACHARY NEWTON 

Af ter having been duly sworn , t estified as follows : 

3 

THE COURT : Mr . Newt on you are here today to plead t o 

vo l untar y man slaught er . That carri es two year s up to 

30 years ; is that your unders t andi ng? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : That is also c l assified as a violent and 

most ser ious offense ; is t hat you r understanding? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : In o t her words , t hat "most ser ious " means 

i t ' s two of your three s t rikes f or p urposes of life 

wi t ho u t the possibilit y o f parol e ; do you under stand that ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : Have you discussed t hi s c ha r ge with your 

l awyer? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : Ar e you happy wi t h what your lawyer' s 

3 
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State v . Wi l l i am Zachary Newt on , 10/10/19 4 

done f or you? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : Do you have any compl a i nt to make against 

l aw enf orcement, the solicitor's o ffi ce or your lawyer as 

a resul t of thi s p l ea whatsoever? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : This sent encing s heet says you 're 

23 years o l d ; is that right ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : How far did you go i n school ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: I went a ll t he way to the 12th 

grade and didn ' t finish wi t h one - ha l f credit . 

THE COURT : Oh, okay . Okay . What k i nd of work have 

you done since then? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: I mean , I' ve just worked at 

restaurants . 

THE COURT : Sure . Okay . And have you ever been 

treated fo r any kind of ment al illness or substance abuse 

probl em, anything l ike t hat ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . J ust ADHD and bipol ar . 

THE COURT : Okay . Do you take medi cation fo r either 

o f t hose things? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : Did you t ake that medi cat i on today? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . 
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THE COURT: Do you take it on a regul ar basis? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT: Do you take it at morning or night? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Morning and night . 

THE COURT: Okay. Why didn ' t you take it this 

morning? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : It wasn ' t g i ven to me . 

THE COURT : Okay . Do you fe e l c learheaded here 

today? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT : Do you feel like you understand what ' s 

go ing on? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT : Do you have any concerns about him, 

Mr . Propst, whatsoever? 

MR . PROPST : None whatsoever , Judge. 

THE COURT : Okay . All right . Very well . 

If you don 't understand something I' m asking you or 

somethi ng like that, please stop me , a ll right? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT : Are you under the influence of drugs or 

a l coho l here today? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : No, ma'am . 

THE COURT : Has anyone forced you to plead guilty? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : No, ma'am . 

5 5 
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THE COURT : Has anyone promised you anything to get 

you to p l ead guilty? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : No, ma'am . 

THE COURT: When you plead g uilty , you give up 

certain constitutional right s . One i s your right to 

remain sil e nt about t his charge ; do you know t hat? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : You also give up your right to a Jur y 

tri a l. At t hat trial, your a ttorney could call witnesses 

f or you, coul d c r oss - examine witnesses against you, and 

t he State woul d have t o prove your guilt beyond a 

reasonable doubt . But when you p lead guilty, you give up 

your righ t to a jur y trial ; do you know t hat? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : This indict ment a lleges , it was an 

ind i ctment for murder, and i t a lleges t hat you did, in 

Greenville County, on or about t he 30th day of January 

2016, unlawfully and wi t h malice a f oretho ught kill Savon 

or Savon Allen by the use of a p i sto l during t he 

commi ssion of an armed robbery, and t hat the victim died 

as a proximate r esult t hereof . Have you had an 

opportunity to r eview t hat indictment? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : And you 're pleading guilty to t he l esser 

inc luded char ge of volunt ary mans l aughter? 

6 
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DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT: And how do you p l ead to this charge, 

guil ty o r not guilty? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Guilty . 

THE COURT: You have ten days from today's date t o 

appeal t his p lea if you so choose , b ut you must do so in 

wri t i ng t o t his court . 

I want you t o listen t o t he f acts as s tated by t he 

solic i tor . I ' m going t o have a quest i on or so for you 

about i t afterwards . 

Yes, ma ' am? 

MS . HOWARD : Your Honor , i f i t may p l ease t he Court . 

THE COURT : Yeah . 

7 

MS . HOWARD : The facts, on January 30 , 2016, t his 

de f endant and t h ree o t her codefendants were involved in an 

i nci dent t ha t led t o one victim be i ng killed as a result 

o f a gunshot wound and another v i ct i m be i ng shot and 

i njured . The shooting itself took p l ace at t he Bojangles' 

on But l er Road in Mauldin in Greenville County at 

approxi mately 9 p . m. on t he eveni ng i n question . 

And o ne t hing, Your Honor , to po i nt to t he Court t hat 

the l ead investigators in t he case are present in t he 

courtroom ---

THE COURT : Thank you . 

MS . HOWARD : --- Robert Thacker , and also Chief Ben 

7 
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Ford, who ' s no longer with Mauldi n , b u t t hey are both 

present her e . 

8 

This defendant and three other code f endants were 

i nvol ved . In addition to Mr . Newton, i t was Trevonte 

Watts , Michelle Ike and Alexis Means. Watts and Newton 

were 1 9 at t he time of t he incident , I ke was 16 And Alexis 

Means was 15 . Means pled guil t y in March of 2017 to 

murder, was given an indet erminate sentence by t he 

pres i d ing Family Court' s judge . I ke ' s case is still 

pending , and Watts is set t o plead guilty to voluntar y 

manslaugh ter as well . That was o ffered to him. 

So t his defendant and Watts were fri ends f r om 

Hillcrest High School . Alexis t h e juvenile was Watts ' s 

g irlfriend at t he time. And i t was her statement t ha t she 

was friends with Michelle and then met t he other one 

s ubsequently . 

On January 30 , 2016 , Alexis Means, t he juvenile , 

Watts and t his defendant were at her h o u se earlie r in the 

day . Michelle Ike showed up t o t he h o u se upset with her 

ex-boyfriend Javione Rosemond . Javi one Rosemond was known 

to be a marijuana dealer . Miche lle t hen convinced t he 

other thr ee people , t his def endant inc luded , to set up 

Javi one and r ob h im . To do t his , t hey u sed Alexis Means ' s 

p hone to Snapchat wi t h Javione and t hey pretended t hat 

t hey wanted to pur chase marijuana . However, t her e was 
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never any intention of purchasing drugs f rom Javione, and 

the i ntention from t he outset o f the p l an was to rob him . 

Thi s i s corroborated by this defe ndant ' s statement to law 

enf orcement as well as statements f rom the other 

codefe ndants . 

9 

Once the fou r codefendant s made contact with Javione, 

i t was planned fo r t hem t o meet at t he Bo j angles ' . Ar ound 

9 p . m., Alexis uses her car t o take a ll f our of them 

t here . In the car were t wo weapons , a p i stol that was 

l ater possessed by t his defendant, and an AR- 15 that was 

l ater possessed by Trevont e Wat ts . 

When they a rrived a t Bojangl es ', Al exi s d r ove to the 

apartment complex behind t he Bo j angles ' and d r opped off 

t hi s defendant and t he codefendant Watts . She popped her 

trunk to allow them t o ret rieve t he weapons f r om her 

trunk , and then she went t o Bojangl es ' to wait on them . 

Watts , a rmed with an AR- 15 , and t hi s de fendant , a rmed wi t h 

a p i stol , c r ept up t he hill behind t he Bojangles' and 

wai ted to appr oach Javione and rob him when he a rrived 

ambush style . 

When Alexis firs t pulls into t he Bojangles' parking 

l ot near Javione's car , i t was next to t he d r ive-through 

window , so they decided t hat was too much out in the open . 

They pulled to the back of t he parking l ot near the trash 

can area . 

9 



10 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

1 7 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

State v . William Zachary Newton, 10/10/19 10 

When they get t here , this de f endant and Watts 

surpri se the other car . Watts wal ks to one side of the 

car and Newton to the o t her . They present the weapons and 

mul t i p l e shots a r e fired. Watts drops his weapon , the 

AR- 15 , behind the vehicle , and runs back to the car. It's 

l ater determined he was shot in t he arm . 

One of t he vict ims in t he other car , Willie Wilson , 

jumps out and tries t o f lee t o safe ty . This defendant 

c hases h im, r uns towards him, and t hen ended up coming 

back to Alexis ' s car . Alexis pops her trunk . Newton - ­

t hi s defendant g rabs both o f t he weapons , dumps t hem int o 

t he trunk . They all -- t hey al l tell Alexis to get out of 

t here. So she d rives t o t he hospi tal and stays t her e wi t h 

Trevonte Watts . 

Back at Bojangles', law enf orcement and EMS r espond 

to find one victim shot but s t i ll a live and t he other shot 

and killed . The person t hat was origina lly targeted, 

Javi one Rosemond, was not one o f t he ind i viduals t hat ever 

came to Bojangles ' . He sent t he other two people , t he 

deceased per son being Savon Allen . 

The incident was capt ured by v i deo s urveillance from 

t he restaurant . Aft er t he victims were s hot , t he car 

rolls part of t he way t hrough the back o f t he parking lot 

toward t he r oad . It was s t opped by one o f t he concr ete 

d i v i ders in t he par king lot, so when l aw enforcement and 
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EMS get to the vehi cle , they find t h e deceased victi m 

h a lfway in and halfway out of t h e car , sprawled out in the 

parki ng l ot . The other vict im was taken to the hospital . 

Af ter the incident , this de f endant and Michel le Ike 

go back to Alexis ' s house where t h e p l anni ng first 

started . An d they had t he weapons and t hey had the car in 

Al exi s ' s gar age . Through invest i gat i on , they iden tified 

t h e f o ur peopl e that were involved . They wer e a rrested 

s hort l y ther eafter, and all four were c harged with mur der 

and othe r r e l ated charges , Your Honor . 

One of the codefendant s -- t hose are the facts that 

would have p r esen ted a t t rial . 

One of the codefendant s , Mi c h e lle I ke , has not been 

willing to p l ead guil t y . We wi ll be go i ng fo r war d i n a 

tr i a l with her, o n e of t he reasons t hat we wan t to make 

s u re t hat Mr . Newton agrees with t h e f acts as they wer e 

read and as to her involvement as well as to his a n d the 

other codefendan ts . 

THE COURT : Al l right. Mr . Newton , you hear d the 

f acts as stated by t he solicit or . How do you p l ead to 

t hose char ges , guilty or not guilty? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Guil t y . 

THE COURT : Al l right. And t hose f acts as she r ead 

t h em to the Cour t , are t hose accurate? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

1 1 
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THE COURT : As to bot h your i nvol vement and the 

code f endants ' i nvol vement? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes , ma ' am. 

THE COURT : Do you want t o ask any specific 

qu esti ons? 

MS . HOWARD: The one speci f i c t hat I woul d l i ke to 

ask i s just to c l a r ify t hat Miche lle i s t he o ne 

Mi c he lle I ke was the one t hat s howed up and had the 

contacts to be made wi t h Javione Rosemond . 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

MS . HOWARD : And she was , i n f act , t he one that 

he l ped y ' a ll and convinced y ' al l to set up the d r ug deal 

and rob him; is that correct ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

12 

MS . HOWARD : Okay . And does s he have any invol vement 

i n he l ping you get back t o t he ho u se and have the car and 

t he g uns? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . 

MS . HOWARD : She did not ? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . 

MS . HOWARD : Did she go back to t he house with you? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: Yes , ma ' am . 

MS . HOWARD : Does she -- had t he g uns? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON: No , ma ' am . 

MS . HOWARD : That was just you . 
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DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

MS . HOWARD : Okay . Thank you. 

THE COURT: All right. Are you sat i sfied? 

MS . HOWARD : Yes . 

13 

THE COURT: All right. I' ll accept your plea as 

be ing f reely and volunt ary made wi t h t he advice of 

extremely competent counsel with whom you say you ' re well 

sat i s fied and t he plea does have a s ubstantial factual 

bas i s . 

Has t he victim ' s family been notifi ed? 

MS . HOWARD : Yes, Your Honor . The v i ctim t ha t was 

s hot and survived has been not i fi ed, d i d not wish to be 

here . The deceased vict im has a grandmother in Florida 

t hat has been in cont act wi t h us t he who l e time . She 

wanted to be here . She was not abl e to , but has been the 

one we notified . So we have complied wi t h t he Victims ' 

Rights Act, Your Honor . 

THE COURT : All right. Does he have any prior 

record? 

MS . HOWARD : He has a 2015 s hoplift ing . 

THE COURT : Okay . 

MS . HOWARD : And he has been in j a il 1,348 days . 

THE COURT : Any input from t he State as to 

sentencing? 

MS . HOWARD : Your Honor , the State i s recommending 

13 
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30 years . 

THE COURT: Okay . And I know t h at l aw enforcement is 

here . Is there anyt hing you'd like to say, sir? 

MR . THACKER : No, ma ' am . 

THE COURT : I sure do appreci ate you being here . 

Thank you . 

MR . THACKER : Yes , ma ' am . 

THE COURT : All right. Yes , s ir? 

MR . PROPST : Thank you , Judge . 

J ust befor e I dive in , I j u st wan t to make clear that 

we ' ve been willing t o cooperat e wi t h t h e State, give 

statements . And I t hink t hat sat i s fi es what t he State was 

seeking . I just want t hat t aken into consider ation as you 

hear o ur p r esentation t hat Mr . Newton , while definitely 

invo l ved and taking responsibil i ty , h e was willing to 

cooperate and help secure a t least a convi ction against 

Michelle, Ms . Ike . 

J udge, as you heard, t his i s a tragi c event t ha t I 

don ' t think anyone meant t o happen . This was set up as a 

robbery, and t hings went out of control, they happened 

f ast , and her e we are . 

I t hink in going forward t o tri a l , and t he State ' s 

aware of t his , t her e is a question o f wh o actually shot 

first . Ther e ' s shot s fired from ins i de o f t his truck and 

s hots f i r ed f r om out. Their content i on would be t ha t 
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Mr . Newton fired f i rst, ours is t hat , you know, the vict im 

d i d . But that doesn't change the f act t hat a manslaughter 

was committed, and that's what Mr . Newton is pleading 

guilty to and taking responsibility f or . 

I t turned into -- as I said, i t h appened fast . 

Turned into a situat ion of fire or be killed . And , again , 

t hat doesn 't excuse any act ions . He s h o uldn 't have been 

-- wi t h a gun shouldn 't have been t here, and I t h ink t he 

first thing t ha t Mr . Newton wil l tell you is t ha t if he 

could take any one t hing back in hi s life, it would be 

t hat two- , t h r ee- hour sequence o f events that led to t his . 

We agr ee substant ially with t he f acts . Just a little 

to add just a little bit, Mr . Newton was actually out 

and about and got a call t o come back to Ms . Ike's house 

wi t h t he car and t hen was filled in and convinced to be 

part o f t h is plan and went t here . So he wasn 't a 

ringleader, necessarily . 

He also -- just t o not e , my understanding is t hat t he 

g uns belonged to t he codefendant , b u t t hat doesn 't lessen 

Mr . Newton ' s actions. 

You heard he does not have a pri or record other t han 

t hat s hoplifting and was act ual l y 19 years old at t he time 

o f t he incident . He's 23 t oday, has sat in jail t h is 

entire time . 

Over t he cour se of my representation, I've seen h im 

15 
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go f rom thi s naive 19- year- old to -- I ' ve seen some growth 

i n him as a person . He ' s gone f rom tryi ng to lessen his 

responsibi lity to owning up and understanding what he did 

and t h e consequences of his acti ons , and I ' ve seen him 

grow u p just being in t hat jail and bei ng fo r ced to grow 

up in a tough way . On t op of that , he spent the better 

part o f the last three years -- roughly t hree year s in 

protective custody because t he v i ct i ms have associates in 

t he j a i l that have made t hreat s and went out against 

Mr . Newton , because word t ravels around t he jail and 

t hat ' s how he ' s been able t o s t ay saf e . 

J udge I ' ve got a letter . Mr . Newton ' s family is back 

here , his g r andmother , brot her , s i ster and morn on the 

f ront row . His mother wrot e a l etter , if I could pass i t 

up , just kind of att est ing t o Mr . Newton and his 

c haracter . I ' ve shown a copy t o t he State as well . 

I don ' t know i f t hey ' d like to speak at the 

appropriate time , but I t old t hem t hey may have an 

opportunity . 

(Pause in proceedi ngs . ) 

THE COURT : Okay . Thank you . 

MR . PROPST : Judge , just t o p i ggyback on that letter , 

Mr . Newton , never been a violent g u y as i de from this one 

n i g h t . Carne about a credit and a ha lf s hort of graduating 

f rom high school just because he was be i ng a dumb kid . He 
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was f ocused on more clowning around i n school . He was 

acti ng up in c l ass as a resul t o f t h at . And never any 

fig h ts , no r eal i ssues wi t h his atti t ude . But he just 

never f inished school , and as a resul t o f not f i nishing 

sch ool, he ended up being kicked out o f his mo t her' s 

ho u se , was k i nd of f loat ing around experi e n cing tough l ove 

and t his happened . He ' s a very i mpress i onabl e young man , 

especi a lly at that t ime not havi ng a strong -- he had a 

strong suppor t system, but he was go i ng t hrough some 

t hings that he needed t o figure o u t on hi s own, so he 

l eaned heavil y o n his codefendant Mr . Watts . The fami l y 

he l ped take car e of him, and I t hink Mr . Newton k i nd of 

f o llowed his l ead and kind of led him to wher e he is . 

And , again, I don 't want t o mi n i mi ze his impact a nd 

what he did . And he ' ll t ell you t hat . Bu t I just wan t 

you to u nder stand that he ' s not necessarily a l eader . He 

d i dn ' t have this idea , but he fo llowed a l ong when he 

s houldn ' t have . 

J udge , we know t hat t he St ate i s recommending 

30 years . I take that as a s t ra i g h t -up p l ea . 

THE COURT : Sure . 

MR . PROPST : We ' d ask t hat you cons i der a 15- year 

sentence , noting that -- t aking i nto cons i der ation that he 

d i d cooper ate , he was willing t o cooperate , he ' s own i ng up 

to what he did , he ' s got no prior record, and he spent 

17 
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this entire time in jail patient l y waiting, has not caused 

any i ssues, and he ' s been in protective custody because 

he ' s scared for his safety. 

And I don ' t know if any of you want to say something 

on behalf of Mr . Newton . 

THE COURT : Yes, please . Stand and tell me your 

name , please . 

MS . NEWTON : Kirn Newton . I' m Zachary ' s mother . 

THE COURT : Okay . And I've read your letter . I 

appreciate it . 

MS . NEWTON : Zachary has a l ways been a good kid, very 

l oving . So needless to say, that this nigh t has just 

taken apart our family and just ripped our hearts out . We 

want him home, and he's made this decision because he ' s 

ready to come home . He got denied bond all t he times that 

he went, which was okay because we knew that he was safe . 

But we just -- we ' ve been waiting f or this day, and I 

would do anyth ing to bring him home with me . But please 

have mercy on h im . 

THE COURT : I really do appreciate it. And you ' re 

prepared and you understand that he ' s not going home 

today. I mean, I just need you to be working in t ha t 

f ramework . Okay . I know you love him. I know you -­

I' ve got children myself . And I know you love h im and I 

know this is incredibly hard, but you know I just want you 
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to be prepared . 

MS . NEWTON : And I know nothing can change what 

happened, and I'm so deeply sorry f or the loss of that boy 

because nobody wants to lose a c hild . 

THE COURT : Yeah , yeah . Thank you . 

MR . PROPST : And, Judge, j ust to cont inue with what I 

was saying about seeing him grow in j a il, he actually -­

we ' ve met a good bit over t he past t hree weeks . And he 

just out of nowher e s t art ed saying t hat knowing t hat 

s ignificant time is corning , he ' s going down to SCDC with 

t he mindset t ha t he ' s going t o get hi s GED. 

THE COURT : Good . 

MR . PROPST : He ' s going t o get t he work . He's 

learned skills . 

THE COURT : Good . 

MR . PROPST : Maybe pursue we l d ing, something like 

t hat . So t he opportuni t ies are t here if you want t hem in 

SCDC . And on h is own he came up wi t h t hat , t hat t hat's 

what he' s going to do . He ' s not feeling sorry for 

himself . He's been remorseful . And I just t h ink t hat 

while a significant t ime is warranted, a 15 - year sentence 

i s f a ir in t h is situat ion . 

Again, he ' s not -- o t her than t hi s nigh t, he ' s not 

been a violent kid . He ' s very friend l y , j ust comes from a 

good f amily who ' s here t o support him . And we just ask 

19 
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u l timately for leniency from the Court . And that ' s it . 

THE COURT: Is there anythi ng your c l ient would like 

to say? 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : Yes, ma ' am. 

THE COURT: Yes, sir . 

DEFENDANT NEWTON : I'm accepting f u ll responsibility 

today f or what I ' ve done . And I' d l ike to say sorry to 

a ll parties t ha t were involved, and that I' m willing to 

accept anyth ing t hat -- everything that ' s happened today . 

THE COURT : I appreciate your sayi ng that . 

I know t ha t -- I'll just start out f irst by saying, 

Mr . Propst, you ' ve done your client an incredible service 

getting t h is moved from a murder to a manslaugh ter . I 

mean , that ' s just a game- changer. There ' s noth ing else 

that can be said about that for you . And coming in here 

and having t he ability, working out a deal where you could 

argue f or -- you know, the ability where you can argue 

under the 30 - year recommendation , again , I just commend 

you f or what you ' ve done on his behalf . 

You know, Mr . Newton, I can ' t i gnore the fact t ha t 

we ' ve got a person who's dead as a resul t of what you did, 

and I can ' t ignore the fact that it was done under t he 

circumstances it was done under . But I take into account 

your age . I take into account that you were young when 

you did it . I take into account that I think you are 
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trul y remorseful today and real l y do want to change your 

l ife . You ' ve got a wonderful fami l y that ' s supporting 

you. And I take into account you served considerable 

time . 

21 

Taking everything into consideration, the sentence of 

the Court is 25 years, credit for 1 , 348 days . Good luck 

to you . Good luck . 

MR . PROPST : Thank you, Judge. 

(WHEREUPON, proceedings concl uded at 3 : 24 p . rn . ) 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE 
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I, CHERYL A . SMITH, Official Court Reporter for t he 

Thirteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of South 

Carolina, do hereby certify that the f oregoing is a true, 

accurate and complete Transcript o f Record of t he 

proceedings had and evidence introduced in t he trial of 

the captioned case, relative to appeal, in t he Court of 

General Sessions for Greenville County , South Carolina, on 

the 10th day of October, 2019 . 

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, 

counsel, nor interest to any party hereto. 

April 28 , 2020 

Cheryl A. Smith, CVR- M 

Court Reporter 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) 

) 
THESTATE ) 

) 
) 

v. ) 
) 

WILLIAM ZACHARY NEWTON, ) 

) 

DEFENDA_N}'_. --··-·-- -·--·-- ) 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Warrant/Indictment No.: 2018GS2305590 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER 
GUILTY PLEA SENTENCE 

COMES NOW the Defendant, William Zachary Newton, by and through undersigned 

counsel, Charles S. Propst, and, pursuant to Rule 29 of the S.C. Rules of Criminal Procedure, 

respectfully moves this Honorable Court to Recunsi<ler the Order of lhis Court imposed on 

Octohcr 11, 20 L 9. In support of this motion, the Defendant wou ld submit: 

I. On the above-listed date the Defendant pled guilty to Voluntary Manslaughter and 

was sentenced to 25 years in the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), 

with l .348 days of credit for time served, all of which wa<. served in the Greenville 

County Detention Center (GCDC); 

2. On October 17.2019, Trevonte Antonio Watts, a similarly situated co-defendant pled 

guilty to Voluntary Manslaughter and was sentenced to 13 years in the SCDC. Mr. 

Watts was also given 1,348 days of credit for time served, most of which time was 

served while in the Greenville County Home Incarceration Program; 

3. The Defendant's prior record consists of one misdemeanor conviction for shoplifting; 

4. During the plea hearing, the Defendant agreed with the majority of the facts as stated 

by the State. He went further and answered .several additional questions posited by 
·1r1· J i~.i .. '=' ·.J,1 Ll':J\';~· 
.) • I ..• J\.,; ..J• .. - I I • 

the assistant solicitor in ·or?~:tP!(f~s~!:\.t\Mth the prosecution of an additional co-

defendant who ·is sche!ile~ t~o~ tl:00 1\i this year. This was not the only time 

. ' ' . .... , 

·, 
·.·:' · . . 

~d_ 
/Vi~ 
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that tht: 1Jclenda111 c:oopt:raled with the Siate regarding 1his case. l lc provided an 

extensive iu!ervicw Lo polict.: shortiy after tln~ incident that implicated not only 

himsel f but the other cn-defcndnn1s involved; 

5. Ouring 1he Defendant's hearing. the assistant solicitor indicated that the co­

defendants created n plan to rob the victim. The Defendant took no part in the 

planning of the robbery. I le wc1s not part o!' the group when this pl,u1 was made. He 

wa~ later asked to rejoin the group. ·1 be Defendant was then given the details and 

participated in the incidt:m, but had no involvl.'!mcnt in the planning of the crime that 

uhima tt:ly resu lted; 

6. Two weapons were involved in the inciden!. including ,Ul AR-15 assault rifle and a 

pistol. Co-defendant Watts was armc:d with the assa ult rifle and tht: Defendant was 

armed with a pistol. Ooth weapons belonged to and w~re provided by Co-Defendant 

Warts: 

7. Tht:: Defendant lin::<l his weapon in reactit111 t0 shots being fired from inside the 

victim's veh icle. He pied g\1 il ty hccausc that is a crime; 

8. During the Defendant's hC'aring, the: Stat(: indicated that the Victim's Right's Act had 

been compl ied with . No 111ember, of the vic1i m's family were pres1::nt at the guilty 

plt'a and the Stale did not present th<:: Court with any ~tatements from the family; 

9. Si11c:.: his arrest on December 3 J. 2016. when he was 19 years old, the Defendant 

remained incarccrntcd in the UCLJC until he was transrerred to the SCDC following 

the cutry of his gwlly pica. Th~ Defendant was twice denied bond in this case and 

had no opporrunil y to partic ipate in any com1mn11ly 11wD! vement initiatives; 

I 0. Rascd on th<:: reasons se t forth above. the fac t that the Defendant has a very minimal 



prior record, that he provided cooperation to the State and to Law Enforcement, that 

he was only 19 years old al tbL: time or his arrest, and that he was so similnrly situated 

with co-defcndnm Trcvantc Anton io Walls who received a signi ficantly lesser 

sentence. the Oefcndm~r rcsrec1fully requests that the sentence be reduced. 

WHERErORE. for the foregoing reasons, fkfcnclanl prays that this Court: 

( J) Reduce hi s sentence; 

(2) Grant a hearing _w be rurther heard on the matter; or 

(3) Order whatever thL: Cour1 eke.ms just and proper. 

Date: Octohcr 23. 2019 

Resrectfully suh1 

_ _(\ (J iJ ,-. .._._._· ' 
Ch~ J>rcipst 
Allorney for Der ndant 
305 E. North Srr;:;et 
Greenville. ~C 2960 I 
(864) 467-8Yn 

25 
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THE STATE or SOlJTI I CAROLIN/\ ) 
COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) 

) 
THE SlATf·: ) 

) 
) 

V ) 

) 

WILLIAM ZACHARY \EWTON, ) 
) 

DEFENDANT. ) 

iN t·1 IL COU RT Of GE\:ERAL SESSIONS 
TI-IIRTEE\/TH JUD1C1AL CIRCOIT 

Warranlilndictmcnt No.: 2018US2305590 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
(Hand Delivery) 

NOW COMES th<.! below signed Investigator fol' the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit Public 
Defender's Office who states. after firs: b1::ing duly sworn, that they have served the below listed 
documents upon all parties hy hand delivering a copy to the addresses listed below: 

Pleadings Sr.:rvcd: 

Parties Served: 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER GUILTY PLEA SEJ\TENCE 

The Honorable: W. Walt Wilkins 

Solicitor. l Jlh Judicial Circuit 
305 East North Stree::t, Suite 325 
Greenville, Sm:th Carolina 29601-2185 

By:~Cu~n~ 
Tracy nurkctt'""'-, 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROI..INA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF GREENVILLE ) 

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on 

County present upon their oath : 

l'NDICTMENT roR 
MURDER 

JUL 3 1 2018 
the Grand Jurors of Greenville 

·That WILLIAM ZACHARY NEWTON did in Greenville County, on or about the 30th day of January, 2016, 

unlawf~1 lly and with malice aforethf,ught kill SA VON ALLEN by. the use of a pistol during the commission of an 

. armed robbe ry ana that' SA.YON A LLEN .tl ied as a proximate resu lrrhereof. This is in violation of§ 16·3-00 IO of 

· ··the South Carol ina Code of Laws ( 1976) as a,11ended. 

Against the peace. and dignity or the State, and contrary lo the statute in such case made and provided. 

I~ 
::I --·- - ·- --· ----- ·-- - - ---- ·- !Mq--

----- · -.L-- ----~· -------
. SOLICITOR BAR# 73639 



..... qr . vul'° 
11\ TIIF: COURT OF GE/\ERAL SESSIONS 2:)-ST An: OF SOUTH CA llOL.INA 

COUNTY OF Grc.:..:rwi I le 
SjATE vs. INDICTMcNT!CASEli: 20 I 8GS2305590 

Will iam i.'.ucli.11·y Ncw~o_,_1 ____ _ 11/W/l: 2016112320300029 
AKA: 

Date ol'Otrense: _:.1/~3:.:::0:..:/2~0.:..16:::__--'-----------
Race: WHITG Sc.~: M ---- i'\gc: J' -·' 

S~ff, --,---- ---- -----
DOB: ) ----
Address: ! 
City,Stalc,Zip: I ( 
DL#: { ·- ~ SID#: ----------- ) 
•COL Yes O No O CMV Yes LJNo !-1 H;1zr11n1 Yes [J No 

In disposition of the :-11id inr.l ic1111.:n1 come~ 1u1\, the l.>t:fondant wlw ll'aS 

TO: Voluntary Manslaugh(cr 

l] 

S.C. Code~ 16-03-0010, 0020 

CUR Code#:. 0116 

SENTENCE SHE1£T 

[ ] CONVICTED OF or ~PLEADS 

in violation of § 

Q NON-VIOLENT 
16-}-0050 . _______ of1he S.C. Code of l.aws. hearing COR Code#. .......:0:..:2:..:.1.;.7 __________ _ 

. [j VIOLl.:NT I I SERIOUS ~ MOST SERIOUS O Mt1ndatory GPS(CSC O § 17-25-45 

The charge is: 

inc· pica is: 

ATTEST: 

O /\s Indicted, 

--,-:---:--..... 
wim i nor I SI or)~ iv~. Acj) ., 

IBJl..o:s:<~r lndl,<.lcd O tknsr. [ JDcfendun, Wai"cs P;cs<n11ne11t t(1 Grand Jury. ( \1\J2J\} 
1imions or Rel:0111111enda1ior1, 0 Negotiated Se111c11cc, [] Reco'imTre 

__ _?'.,639 --ill~ 
SC l:lar# Det~ndanl PROPST. CHARLES 

100399 

SC Bar# 
Anomcy for Dcfendan1 

WHEREFORE, tl1e Deli:11da!_~rn111cu lll lhc C St:lle l)cparlmcnl ofC:orrcclions, 0 Counly Detention Center, 
for o dctem1inah: tcnn of ~d- d:iys/montl16iy,ars or 1 0 under the Youthful Offe nder Act 1101 to exceed _. years 
and/or to pay a fine or$ : prm· id..:d 111. the set,. in: of - days/months/years and/or payment 

of$~ : plus costs and asscss111en1:; as applicabk "; the balance is suspended wi1h prub:1tion for ------
niuiithsiycars imtl su~j.::ct lo South Carolina Dcparlmc:llt ll f' l'roh:11ic•11. Parole ~ncl Pardon Service$ standard conditions of probation, 
which arc incorporated by rdi:rcncc . 

( 9 CONCURRENT or O CONSECUTIVE h> sc:nlt',ncc· on: 

'~ The~16Lcl~~.f.l.1 T' i1 · dime served pursuant to S.C. Code §2'1- l 3-40 to be calcula.red and applied by SCDO<;:. 

0 The.b~"~ri, f;>to ~~ int- :cntral l{egislry ~,r Child Almse and Ncglcc1 p 11 rsuan1 10 S.C. Code§ 17-25-135. 

Pursua~I to 18 U.S.C Sccl'ion ~ is u n l:1wful fo r· a person rnnvi,tci.f ofa viola rion ofScdion 1(,-25-20 or 16-2S-65 (Domestic 
Violence) lO ship. trnnspo1·1, po~scss, or n.:c,:in" lin·arm or ammunilion. 

SPECIAL CON l)ITIONS: 
0 RESTITUTION: [I l>dtrrct.1 O r>i-r. \\',1 iv,s ll carin~ [lorJercd rT l!I' 

Totnl: $ ph.!S 20% fee: ___ s 
Payment Terms: 

0 Set by SCOPPl'S 

Rccipicnl: 

•Fine: $ -------·--- ------ ·----···----§ 14-1 -206 (Asscss111~n1s 107.5 %) 

§14- 1-21 l(A)(l)(Conv. Surdmrg1>) 

§14-1-21 l(J\)(2,l(Dlll Su1drnrgc) 

§56-5-2995 (DUI Asscssm~nt) 

§56-1-286 (l)UI Rrca1!1 Test) 

Provis,, (Public. Del!Proha1illll) 

SCCN2 I 7 (04/201R j 

5100 

$ 10() 

Sr! 

$ 

. ~ )QJ ___ _ 
s ---s -·----···---

_ ____ days/hours Public Service Employment 

Olitniu GED 0 
Alli;:nd Voe. Rehab. or Job Corp. 

May serve Wi t. bcgining 

Substance /\husc Counseling 

Random Orug//\lc.ohol 1cs1ing 

D 
0 

Fine may be pd. in equal, consecutive weekly/monthly 
pmts. MS beginning 

$ paid to 

01hcr: 
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT 

 

 Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed 

to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal 

complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina 

Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other 

Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 20th day of August, 2020. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

s/ Lara M. Caudy_______________ 

Appellate Defender 

 

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 

Division of Appellate Defense 

PO Box 11589 

Columbia, S.C. 29211-1589 

 

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 

 

Aug 20 2020




