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State of South Carolina _
- Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services

JERRY B. ADGER

Director

HENRY McMASTER

Govemor

293 GREYSTONE BLVD
POST-OFFICE BOX 207
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29202
Telephone: (803) 734-9220
Facsimile: (803) 734-9440

www.dppps.sc.gov
July 24, 2020

Alonzo Jeter, I1I #282902

Tyger River Correctional Institution
200 Prison Road

Enoree, SC 29335

Dear Mr. Jeter:

I am responding to your request for information regarding what would happen if a felony charge was
reclassified to a misdemeanor. Please be aware that only the General Assembly can change the
classifications of a crime by enacting a new law.

While rare, classifying a felony to a misdemeanor can be done. However, typically the General
Assembly includes a savings clause in the legislation, which makes all pending and past prosecutions
of the crime remain the same as the law before the change. Therefore, even if the General Assembly
did change the classification of certain offenses from felonies to misdemeanors, that would have no
effect on anyone convicted of the crime before the law changed.

I hope this addresses your concerns.

Sincerely,

Matthew Buchanan
General Counsel

“Nation’s First Probation Agency accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).”
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